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Welcome, Rabindranath !
Rabindranath In The Presidency College
(From Our Special Correspondent)

The Poet-Laureate of Asia in our midst ! The
news had been ringing throughout the entire College
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for sometime past that the great Prophet of Peace,
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, was to be in our midst:
and thanks to the untiring zeal and effort of Mr.
Suresh Chandra Ray, our able Secretary to the
College Union, the fondest hopes were realized on
the 21st August, 1922.

Dr. Rabindranath was advertised to arrive at 4
P.M., but long before the appointed time, the Physics
Theatre was literally packed from top to bottom.
Volunteers with their red-and-blue badges could but
ill regulate the tremendous gathering. There was a
large proportion of Professors present, but for once
the Students seemed to have broken loose from the
rigid grip of College discipline in their unbounded
enthusiasm to welcome one who lies dearest to their
very hearts.

At about five minutes to four, the Poet entered
the room amidst deafening cheers, led by Professor
S. C. Mahalanobis, L.E.S., the President of the
Meeting, Prof. Khagendranath Mitter, and Mr. Suresh
Chandra Ray, the Secretary. The great Poet looked
every inch a Sage, a Maha-Rishi of the dreamy
past,—a Prophet, with his flowing golden hair and
his flowing garments made of the simplest Grand
Silk. The representative of India’s cuiture, the Spirit
of India’s life, Dr. Tagore stood before us the very
embodiment of India’s Soul, calm yet dignified.

The President, Professor Mahalanobis, first read
out a Message from our Principal who should have
presided, but could not on account of unavoidable
causes. He, then, on behalf of the College, offered a
feeling welcome to the honoured guest of the evening
and said :

“Revered Sir, you command our heart-felt esteem,
we make obeisance to you. You are the ldeal for us,
therefore we follow you. You are the very dearest to
us, therefoe we love you. Our welcome goes to you
from our very hearts.”

The Poet modestly acknowledged our Greetings
and then delivered his charming address on the

Visva-Varati. It took about one and a half hour.
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