
~U€~tions on Jespersen's Growth and Structure 
of the gnglish LP-nguege. 

t -· 
J !... On t hE Chc.pter H~ i dingE~ 

1. ·"The~lisb t~nguage- Is positively ano ~xpressly mesculine."Discuss. 
2. Give some ~ccount of the beginnings of the English Language. 
3. Whet, according to Jespersen, ~re the speci e l fe~tures of Old .d!nglish? 
4. Write a note on the Scandinavian influence on the Englialv l a ngufge. 
5. Char~ ctErise the influence ~xercised by Fr~nch on the ~nglish language. 
6. Comtre.st the influence of French upon ~nglish with the influence exer­

cised on English by l·:·nguagee other thci n French. 
7. Estim8te the influence of the cla s s ice l i ;'.' ngu."' ges (LC1 tin and Gr¥) on 

the English L~nguage. 
8. Give ~ B'l'Wtt brief a ccount, with E- xamples 1 o f th s ... ·:-i urces of .i!!nglish 

voca bul:i ry. Jo 

9. iivex Outline ttiE m~ in chc.rc ct~ristics of ~ng1 ish gr3mmar to show its 
~ develo~ment. 

10. Give &omE account of the influenc e of ShDke spe8 re of th t= ~nglish 
Lm gtJ.gE. · 

11 . HoVi-fh r does th e l e·nguage of i'.)ros i; differ · from the langucge of poetry 
in Engliro? 

12. Write note s ont: c 
( ~ ) 8 ristocra tic 2nd demo¢rc t i c t enden c i e s mi rrored in English; 
(b) t he influenc e of religion on t h e Eng l i sh Lm gu8ge; 
( c) th( exp8nsion of .J.;ngl ish e ·, 

B~ I ndifi du? l word~ ~o ~c ~ 0 t~ d . 
- -- ·n."i · ~o.r:<~}~poriar!t _!_ 

church( 38); minster( 38); cheap( 3 2~ 194 ) · h c· ndbook(4GD · g~t(70) • 
e fl rl ( ?l)~ dwell(?l ) ; c.J i_ e(61 , 78); by l owt74); s aunte r(i04 ; trust­
ee ship(l l l); uninha bi te.ble (l40) ; go ss ip( l 7 1); wire (l38, 71); 
j e op~ rdise1 C"' ddy(l73)l p edd1 ~(173 J ; Ymke e(l88 )j bre e ches~l91); 

• .. bre:th rEn ( l 'd 0 ; kine ( 19 ,._) ; he l:pma t eJ '241) e ssa ssi"nt..219) • 
~;4 ' (ii ) Lt: ss imPorts nt~ 

... 

" p ony(36 )T pl·a·ugh ( 7 1 ) ; 2.ngE1(38 , 86); b~nd~s nce ; tr8nepirt: (llt)· 
a~ rt(l71 J ; brush ( 171 ); pup py(l73) ; we 1ra ·. ~ ~ c3 ,.. '. rhinoc e ros(14JJ). 

C. Uni v 0 r ~ i hr C-i u e ~ti on s • 
- af Ql'l __ p?ir.~ i~u.:\a! _:.~o r:ag_ : 
L e Write not~ s on: ki t chen (32 ) ; d inty(l94); bri d8 1(194 ) ~ busk( 6 1)J· l~o l 

11a ; doubt(113, 116 ) ; ki Pr'l r.1-e n( l 53) ; i s s ( l 75 ) ; ch1ldren(l91 · _ 
• J u round('233 ); sci en ~ .:; ,, ; '1'2 1 ) ; ho ' • you(232 ,237ff,179)· a lms(l87); 

1 ba nkru pt(ll6); E:gg~ 66 , 69); J ehu( 243); ~i~rs oGrundy(23 3)- ; h e ·- then(43) i 

.... 

.. e;ospe l(43,45); nostril (75) ; .::i dm ir9 l (~~) ; vi nolic1(158) i nnvy(l76); since 
(~8) • .hePrt of h e~ r ts( 242 ) ; do e t h (?06 ); r i c he s ( l 87 ) ; islci nd(97) ; mob 
(176 ) ; th f r g E: I livE i.n (12') ; i t ~ (l9€J ) :; in sp 1.·te,,~f John's s ci ying ~o; (Jl.o1) 
he live s in ~ h o us .~ of h i s owrt~'V£~ 1 q- } ."1 n r1 ! s W1"0n~Yis being built.(..2bg)_ 

2. GivE 3 words borrowed .f -...c::r. ea r h of the fol1owing~ ( t=J ) D.!:l nish or sc ~ nd­
inPvian· (b) .:> tin before 590 A ~ D <! · (c) ):idti n be·h.een. 597 and 800 A.D. 

(32,35J;(d) Dtil t ch; (e)It<-. lie n ; (fJ 3 na tive English words (43,44). 
3. How h a s ~nglish come to borrow words from l P. ng ua ges othe r the n La tin, 

Gre ~ k~ ~candin~ vi a n, French? ~e tion 2 words bc1"rowed from e a ch of the 
foll oW1.ilg: f' uttuguE- se, SpE 1 nish(~t; .Ku f si c n(l5 2)~ Gt-rman(l53), Hebrew. 

4. How is ~nglish r 13 lc1t c d to Ge rm~ n, .Norwegia n, French, Italia n ·? How did 
La tin words come indlo ~~nglish? ;£xpl ".'\ in: milE: (32), wine(52), Creed, 
ma s q,_, ) roy~l 2 prince, 13 e~ f si eg e g!J) 

(j'f (!3r) ( 81 . r . 
b) Qn_SEECific_tQPiC£: . 

1 . DTscuss: ZaY-The belove d I with a big lette r(237); primitive Arya n( 21-?-
23<»· nonce-words e nd their origins ; ba ck f orma tion with exomples 

(173, 188, 189)? Johnsones e (1~6, 135, 144); ma l 0 prc '.) ism(l43); v.'j lue-str ess 
(26ff' 105;. 

2. ~xpl8 in the oringin of thE Eft' ixes (a ) -i s~ ' 104~ 16l) i (d ) - oble (l08-9) 
(c) -ee(lll)• thE lingu i stic omni v0 -r-ou.sness o f F:ngl 1sh; the spirit 
infinittve( 209); hytrids(46, 106-·7 , 123) ; J our ua l e s e(l48) ;-ing(l06x, 
197-201)~consonan t sh1ft(24-26) . 

3. Discuss: u~a1-cl~ ssic~. words( l 21-2); prlld~ry in la nguage(245ffJ; 
pronoun o c tesy(239) • spe ech m1xtu~e(J7 ?J ; poe l l c words (53, 225ff) 

4. ·,~rite not~ s on similri r forms for both verb and no11Il[E>5-4'>, Sa xon words 
end frencb synonyms(98-101); TH md S tn th~ veTb(202-7). 

s. Explain: the p r efix de- (124); word-•1·#iit1'~ ~ 11v 1'l.,, ning ; t h a f -o rma-
\ ti on of compounds in Qiglish( 132, 174., 194). (•731 188·'1) 

.. 
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1-o Discuss whe ·::.her the l :.:i rge proportion of L:i tin words in .!£nglish h a s bee:"l 
o:i. t h eoo . whole beneficis l or otherwise to the l onguage . (Ch VI) 

2 c G1ve 7 w1 th exAmples, an ~ccount of the influence. of Lo tin on the .rf:nglish 
vocabula ry before 1400 A.D ~ (32,35 7 & 1147 118,115,119,1237 125,128). 

3 c C~a) w 4 ~ · 
\ 

d) Qn_ tge __ DQn~_sg-§cQngigayi~n_e]:ement.l 
l o Write on thE no ture and extent of tne Sc~ndin~virn element in English, 

contrasting in with the French element. 
2 0- A 4 11. 
3 <> C~a) 0 3 "' 
4 o Contr8st the i.nfluence of the Dci nish r nd Norm."' n invnsions on .i!:nglish 

(Ch~IV) 

f) Qn_gtn~r?..1 .. t9.P~.c~: . 
J_ ~ Give an a ccoun:. of ti~ e origin a nd e3rly his~ of Bnglish, 9nd stnte 

briefly the gener81 ch~ ~2 cte ristics of the l~?lg\la~e-family to which it 

~\\,\'I, ... ~: 
be~ongs c (Ch 0 II 2nd III) o · ' 
D: scuss the ndture of the 8nglish ~ ccent,(~-28tI2~. 
Starting as one of th8 purest ~nd le8St wixe ef language s, ~nglish 
has c?me to be the most composite l Pnguage• in th~ w~rld. ~xpla in, 
prove and illustratee 1 

4 ., Gi ve ci b rief ci ccount'.. with e xemples, of the soure~s cf Modern .ri:nglish. 
5 0 IllustrPte by ex8mples how ~ngli~h has grown wf thk3dvance of thought. 
6 r. Ext) 1 ~ in 1:.f1 e r c- l&t i-e n o--t- 01--d to Mo de rn ..-£'lg l ish-. 
7 0 How c1 oEs ..• b dern ~nglish dtffer from Old Engli_11h in grammar( Ch. VIII), 

voc ;.:i bul<..1ry(Ch 0 IVIVII), 8nd idiom'i' · - ·~ · 
Be Exp l0i n the n8tufE- e nd strength of thE foreign ~lement in Old .i:i:ngliSi • 

,.-
111.. 'f ,,, a ~·-5•0 .) 
[) . ~ , ,, ' 

g) Qn_n9_uns.;;. ye.r:b~- 1•ng £rQnQU!l§s 
Wr ~- t.e c note on the for-mo tion of the genitive in .u.1~dern .c;nglish. 
Tr "' .; .? t h e bi. s tory of thf genitive cose 'l nd of plur~l forms in the 
8~t declension of gnglish nouns. 
vr112t is th e use of inflexions? How cnn their disappe a r [lnce from ~ngl{sh 
be e xole ined? .. 
Wiv•t is the Group Genitive'i' Is thEr e f'.. ny difference between it and 
th e 2lder genitive'i' (80 7 81,180ff) 
Co1"!1pare ;:ind contrr-i st the gender systems in Old end Modern .ri:nglish, · 
giving ex8mples (193). 

6 ~ Account for the l &rge loss of. inflexions in Bnglish. ,Show what ~~~ns 
have be3n ~evelope d tc~ m0 ke up for this loss.~~fJ: exomples(Ch.V111). 
Sketch the history Mld Sills uses of SHALL c:nd · " ~208). 
Old English.verb~ ·Nera defective in e xpre ssi~ di&.tin tions.o~ ·r~s~. 
Show how this dF.Iect ha s been overcome in ~em ~"ng1. sh, giving 
examplE t' <; ( 15; 22$ 29, 208) • ' _ . 

9 ~ Dis8uss thE t r a ces of the subjunctive mood in lli!od E:- rn Englssh. (208) 
vvn2t is a s trong verb? Give exs mplEs .( 29,178) 
Vlh.::i t we re -:-.h e defects of the Old English pronominal system·? How have 
tr:- '- _ - k- r :irne died? ( 126, 193, 196, 237ff, abd 72! 76). 
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Qiestions on Jeapersen~s Growth and Structure 
of the Eh~liSi Lanf.Uo..ge. 

• 

A, On tb§ .Chgpter Headings. r 

"Tl1e En&lisb Language ia podtively and expressly masculine. 11 Discuss. 1. 
2. 
J • . 
4 .. 
,5.. 
6 .. 

lOo 
11, 
12. 

· Give 1'Cline account of the beginnings of the English Languat;,e. 
What, cording to J espe~sen, ' are the special features ·of Old English? 
Write a . nbte on the Sca11divavi;im infiuence on the English language. 
Charactel-1.s e th e influ ence exercised by French on the English language. 
Contrast the influence of French .upon English with the influenc€ exerci~ed 
on En&lish by langue.ges otper than French. · 
Estimate the influ'ence of the .. elassical languages ( Latin and Greek) on the 
English Lahguageo 

,,Give a brief account,. with examples, of the sources of English vocabulary. 
Outline the main characteristics of English grammar so as to show lts 

. development. 
Give some account of th e influence of ShakespeClre· on the English Langu-age. 

.. 

How far does th e ·lan<i.uage sf .prose differ from the languag'e of poetry in Englisht 
Write notes om 
(a) .aristocratic and c;ianocratic tendencies mirrored in English; 
('Q/ the- influence of religion on the Eni,llsh Languag e; 
(o') the e.x-pansio of Eng.lish. 

B. Indiyidµal words tm pe noted. 
· Ci) Ho.-.e imP~r1a.nt.L 

,. 
church; minster; ch~ap; handbook; ~ift; earl; dwell; die; byla~; saunter.~ 
trusteeship; uninhabitablet. gossipi wire;jeopardise; caddy; peddle; Yankee ; 
br eeches; brethren; kin~ 1 helpmate; assassin. 

(ii) ~ea imP.Q.r..tallt.L 
pony; plough; antel; hindrance; transpire; dart; bru~h; puppy; weird; rhino­
ceros. 

C. University Qu·estionso 

L. 

2. 

3 • . 

4. 

1. 

2. 
.. 

J. 

4. 

a) .Qn...pa.r.U~ulai.: :rctoi.:Q.a: 
Writ E? not es on: kitchen; dainty; bridal; busk; l eal; doubt; kindergarten; Miss; 
children; surround;. sci entist; thou, you; alms; bankrupt; €€,{1; Jehu; Mrs.Grundy; 
heathen;gospel; nostril; admiral; vinolia; navy; since ; heart of hearts; doeth; 
riches; island; mob; the age I live in; its; in spite of John's saying so; 
he lives in a house of his own; England's wrongs: is being built, 
Give 3 words borro"1ed from each of the following: (a) !la.nish or Scandinavian; 
(b} Latin before .590 A. D.; (c) Latin between 597 and 800 A. D.; {d) Dutch; 
(e ) Italian· (f) 3 native English words • . 
How has Ene:, iish come to borrow words from languages other . than Latin, Greelc·, 
Sc?ndinavian, French? Mention 2 words borrowed from each of the following 
Portuguese , Spanish, Ruasian, German, Hebrew~ · . 
How is English r el a ted to German, Norwegian, French, Italian? How did 
Latin words come intn English? Explain: mile , wine, Creed, mass, royal, prince , 
beef, si ege. . 
b) Q.n_~eJ:.iJ:iJ:. ..tol2i~SJ.. · ·. . 
Discuss: (a) The beloved I with a big l etter; primitive Aryan; nonce-words and 
their ori~ins; back formation, with examJples; Johnsonese ; malapropism; 
value-stress. 
Expl?in the ~rigin of th e· affixes (a) -ish; (d) - able (c) - ec ;: the lingui stic 
omnivorousness of English; the spirit infinitive; hybrids; Journalese; -ing; 
consonant· •shift, • · · · 
Di.scuss: . quasi~la~sical· words; prudery in language s pronoun of courtesy; 
speech mixture ; poetic 'words. 
Write notes ·on: similar forms for both verb and noun~ Saxon words and Fr unch 
synonyms; TH and S iq the verb. 
Explain: the prefix .de- ; word shortening; the formation of canpounds in 
English. 

.. 
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• 1 • 

2.· 

J. 

1. 

2. 
J. 
4. 

1. 
2. 
J. 
4. 

1. 

2. 
J. 

4. 
c: 
..) . 
6. 
7, 

8 . 

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8·. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

' 

Discuss whether th e large proportion of Latin -words in En~lish has been on the 
whole ben€ficial or otherwise to the langua e.(Ch VI) 
Give with examples, an account of the influenc e of Latin on the English 
vocabulary befor e 1400 A. D. 
C. a) .4. 

d) Qn_t.lle_Danish-.§ciruiiJ1aJii~rt..eleme.ntJ. 
Writ e on the nature and extent of the Scandiuavian element in English, 
contrastin~ in with the French el ement. 
A. 4. 
c.a).J. 
Contrast t h0 influenc e of the Danish and Norman inva sions on English (Ch.IV) 

e ) Qn_t,b€_F.r.e.nch ~~.ti_ 
A. 5. 
A.6. 
G.d). l. 
C. ct).4. 
f) Q.n_g~~r~-t~ica: 
Give an account of th € ori in and early history of x English, and stat e 
briefly the gener al cha r acteristics of the langua e-family to which it belone. s. 
(Ch. II and III) . 
Discuss t he nature of the English acc ent. 
Sta rtin~ as one of the purest and l east mixed of laneuages, En lish has came 
to be t ho most composit e lan~ua~e in the world. Explain , prove and illustrat e. 
Give a bri ef account , with examples, of tbe sources of Mod ern Eilglish . 
Illustrate by .examples how English ha s grown with the advance of thought. 
Explain the r el a tion of Old to Modern Enelish. 
How do s Modern English differ from Old English in r ammar (Ch. VIII ), 
vocabulary (CH.IV & VII), and idiom? 
.Explain t he natu -r e and streng.th of the foreign el ement in "Old E.nglish. 

g ) Qn_nQ.uns. ye.i:b~ i\;rul ~r.Ql'l.QUilS.L 
Writ t:: a note on the f ormation of t he genitive in Modern English. 
What is the Group Genitive ? Is the re any differ enc.e between it and 
the older genitive? 
Wha t is the use of inflexions? How can their disappear anc e from English 
be explained? 
Trace the history of the genitive ca se and of plural forms in t he 
declension of 1nglish nouns. 
Compar e and contrast the gender systems in old and odern Ehglish, giving 
examples. . 
Account for the large loss of infl~exions in .English. Show what means hav e 
been developed to make up for this loss . Gtve exampl es (Ch. VII I) . 
Sketch the history and uses of SHALL and WILL. 
Old English verbs wer e def ectiv e in expressing distincti ons of TEN SE. 
Show how this defe~t has been overcome in Modern Ent lish, giving exampl8s. 
Discuss the traces of t he subjunctive mood in odern Ehglish. 
What is a strong verb? Give exampl es. 
What wer e the defects of the Old English pronominal system? How have these 
been remedi ed? 
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