











“And how you worship truth’s omnipotence,

" What joyance rains upon me, when I see
Fame, in the mirror of futurity
Weaving the chaplets you have yet to gain
And then I feel I have not lived in vain.”’

To the students of the Hindoo College
—H. Vivian Louis Derozio, 1831.

For they saw, those far-sighting five,
Or, dim diwvining, surely felt
Shakespeare in Kalidasa thrive
In Bhababhuti Milton melt.
Through creed, race, colour they saw kin,
The bleeding ransom Calvary’s tree
Shed for us, and what under this
Tathagata’s thought-agony
Dropt in the dreaming bo-leaf shade
At Gaya.

On the Centenary of the Presidency College
—Manmonan Guoss, 1917.
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The Centenary Volume is now ready and being sent out
to the Donors of Rs. 25 and above to the Centenary Fund.
On accéunt of the fragmentary nature of the available written
évidence and the exireme haste in which the Volume had to
be prepared, many mistakes must have crept into the account
and important omissions must have occurred. Readers of the
Volume are therefore requested to send in to the Principal,
Presidency College, corrections, on the basis of course of
their direct personal knowledge. It may then be possible
to bring out a Supplementary Sheet of Corrections and

Additions which will make our record more complete and

more accurate.

THE EDITORS OF THE VOLUME
MAY 1, 1956
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THE

FO]‘GVVOI‘C]

Following the usual practice, I am writing a few lines as a foreword to

this, the Centenary number of the College Magazine.

In 1917, on the occasion of the Centenary of the Hindu College, renamed
Presidency College, a special number of the Magazine was published. The
present volume marks the hundredth year since this institation assumed its
present glorious name, and recalls not only its history, but also the centenary
celebrations so successfully, and I may add, so spectacularly, held last June,,
The rich and varied fare provided in the pages that follow will, I feel, be
found most acceptable.

Amid the changes going on around us—changes in effecting which so
many Presidency College men are playing such outstanding parts—the
College will, we feel sure, continue its traditional work, giving unstintedly
of its best; it will maintain its exalted standards of learning and of
behaviour ; it meets the second century of its existence with the same high

ideals and noble aims which it has evinced ever since its foundation.

. P
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A Message from
Rashtrapati Rajendra Prasad

It has given me genuine pleasure to participate in the Centenary
Celebrations of the Presidency College in response to thePrincipal’s invitation,
It is no ordinary occasion even as the Presidency College is no ordinary
educational institution. We are celebrating the Centenary of a College which
has not only witnessed in all its phases the great changes India has been
passing through in one of the most significant periods in her leng history,
but which has contributed through its alumni in a large measure, to the
conduct and eventual success of the various national movements launched one
after another, till their culmination in the country’s liberation in August, 1947,

The Presidency College has been a pioneer in the field of English or
Western education in India. It occupies that high place, I should think,
not merely by virtue of having been one of the earliest, if not the very first,
college to be established in the country, but also because of the traditions it
has built up and the high standard it has established for similar institutions
in India to follow. Whatever one might think today of the system of
education that was ushered in this country with the founding of this college,
it will have to be admitted that while secking to justify the good done to
India by this system, the prominent part played by the Presidency College
comes foremost in our minds. In nearly all the spheres of human activity—
«educational, scientific research, social reform, administration, legal practice,
and, last of all, politics—the alumni of this College have since its earliest
days played a creditable and prominent role. Nor can the great part played
by those who have studied in this College be described as stray achievements.
Taken as a whole, they may be said to form part of India’s history during
the last one hundred years. Its rich contribution to the Country’s life from
the carly days of British regime verily entitles the Presidency College to
be described as a national monument. I trust I am not exaggerating if I
say that the story of the last hundred years of Bengal is the story of the
Presidency College writ large.

This College has not just passively witnessed all the upheavals, followed
by cataclysmic changes, during the last hundred eventful years. It has not
merely scen the drama being enacted on our political stage, but it has
assiduously prepared many an actor, done a good deal of useful prompting
and contributed substantially to the upkeep of the stage in order to keep
the drama going. There can be no doubt whatsoever that in free India,
this great institution is destined to play an equally important role for the
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good of West Bengal and for the glory of India. Having played such an
important part in the past when things were not so auspicious as they are
today, when we are a free people and have our destinies in our own hands,
may it not be hoped it will be able to make an equally significant contribution
in fashioning and determining the future of this country?

We can, therefore, justly feel proud of the achievements of this great
College. Its old alumni—and I have the proud privilege of being one of
them—will particularly feel happy on this memorable occasion to see our
alma mater entering the second century, after completing one hundred
years of its notgworthy existence. With pardonable modesty it could be
claimed that its alumni have blazed a trail in many a sphere of national
activity. Let us today pay our homage to all those great names, associated
with this College, who, by sheer dint of labour, sincerity of purpose and
their patriotic fervour, have left a mark in the spheres which they chose
to espouse,

Having spent some of the best and most impressionable years of my
life in this institution, I am today full of reminiscences and I can close this
only with a grateful acknowledgement that whatever service it has been my
good fortune to render to our people and our country, it has been the result
of what I learnt and studied, imbibed and assimilated here not only from
books but also from the lives of all those with whom-I came into contact,
including not only the masters and professors bur also my classmates and
contemporaries, a great many of whom I am happy to be able to meet and
greet today on this joyous occasion.




A Letter from Rajyapal
Dr. H. C. Mookerjee

Ray Baavan,
(CALCUITA,
19th December, 1955.

My dear Principal,

As it is not possible for me, on account of the many and varied calls
upon my time, to send you a full length article for publication in the Centenary
Number of the Presidency College Magazine, perhaps my present short letter
may be used as a preface or introduction to the reminiscences which you
will no doubt have received from other pens.

When I look back to the care-free days I spent at Presidency College,
and recall the many friends I made there—a small number of whom are
still with us—I feel moved to express my indebtedness to the Institution itself,
to the teachers who were an integral part of it in my time, and to the pleasant
companions whose friendship I enjoyed. There is something extremely
touching in looking back to those days which are no more: as the Poet says,

“Bliss was 1t in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very heaven.”

I may as well confess that I cherish fond memories of my teachers who
are still living personalities in my mind’s eye with their sparkling humour,
keen sense of duty, genuine love for their pupils and other lovable traits
which have left on me a deeper impress than time can obliterate. In fact,
I often indulge in the wishful thinking—perhaps pardonable in persons who
have passed the prescribed span of three score and ten—that our teachers
of to-day had more of the old magic touch to inspire in their students the
same feeling of love and admiration that still endears my old teachers to
my heart.

You are doing a work of piety by publishing the reminiscences of your
oldest alumni, and from a full heart I wish your undertaking well.

Of my College days, 1 may recall two incidents which I have never
forgotten. The first concerns Mr. Rowe, and the second, Mr. Mann. As Mr.
Roweﬁ had been taken ill, some friends and I went to his residence to enquire
about his progress towards recovery. IHe came out into the hall in his
dressing gown, assured us that he would resume work the next day, and sent
for sandesh and other light refreshments ; nor would he let us leave his house
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without taking something. After the refreshments had been served, cigars
and tobacco (for in those days cigarettes were always rolled by the smokers
themselves) were passed round. Though I was not then a smoker, I thought
it polite to take a little tobacco and prepared a cigarette. This I lit but as
it did not agree with me, T had to get rid of it surreptitiously after a couple
of puffs. Judge of my surprise when, next day, Mr. Rowe remarked: “It
was my duty as an Englishman to offer you cigarettes ; but it was your duty
as my student not to smoke before me.”

The other memsrable incident is as follows: One evening Mr. Mann
received a cable from Oxford, telling him the sad news of his only son’s
death, The next morning Mr. Mann delivered his lecture as usual. Nobody
noticed anything amiss ; but, just as he was about to leave the room at the
end of the hour, he stopped, and, with great simplicity, spoke as follows:
“T am afraid my lecture has not been very clear. This is because I have not
got over the shock I received last night, when I had a cable telling me that
my only son had been drowned. . ..”

In those days we of the M.A. English class were very great admirers of
Prof. H. M. Percival. IHe would start teaching as soon as he took his seat
and go on doing it till the very end of the period which in those remote
days lasted full one hour. During all the time that I sat at his feet I do
not remember a single occasion when he did anything in the class room
except deliver his lecture. He was regarded as very cold and we all stood
in great awe of him.

Circumstances beyond my control prevented me from taking advantage
of the State scholarship offered me by Government and I started life as a
teacher in the City Collegiate School with some little work in the then F.A.
classes. The salary I received was very small and I had to do what is now
known as “private tuition” to supplement my earnings.

On a memorable day I received a letter from Mr, Percival asking me to
call on him at his residence in Park Street. He explained to me that he
had been asked to recommend a teacher of English for the newly started
Government College at Rangoon. The initial salary was, so far as I remember,
Rs. 500/- gradually rising to Rs. 750/- per month. I told him that I could
not accept the post without consulting my father who was then over 70
years old. My father, now in heaven, wanted me to go to Rangoon but I
felt that it was my inescapable duty to stay with him and to look after him
as long as he lived, especially because my mother had died many years before.

On my second visit I explained this difficulty and told Mr. Percival that
I would be greatly obliged if he could see his way to recommend me as a
“private tutor” to rich people whose sons were studying in the Presidency
College and who wanted the services of a qualified and conscientious tutor.

Mr. Percival told me it was utterly wrong to waste my time in doing
this kind of work instead of spending it on study and then asked me to
leave his house. When I tried to make him change his mind, he shouted
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at me and practically chased me out of his study, the verandah of his house
and the compound, waiting at the gate till I had gone out of his house.

I must say that I resented his unkind behaviour and thought that I could
never expect any favour from him. But Mr. Percival did not forget me, for
when the University was appointing paper examiners for the next Entrance
Examination, it was he who recommended me though later on I under-
stood from the then Assistant Registrar that patrons of people with more
“pull”, though not with better qualifications, had tried their best to get their
own nominees appointed. 1 shall never forget what a.joyful surprise I got
when I received the letter of appointment. I came to know about this act
of kindness done to me by my old teacher nearly five years after my
appointment as a paper examiner. . .

May I express the hope that Presidency College, the alma mater of so
many gencrations, may go from strength to strength, and continue to fulfil
its noble—l may say its unique—rdle in Indian education?

Yours sincerely,
H. C. MooOKER]EE,
Shri F. J. Friend-Pereira,
Principal, Presidency College,
Calcutta.



Looking Back Over the Years

H. E. StapLETON

(Professor of Chemistry and Principal, 192425, 1927).

Personally I can only bridge less than four-fifths of the century during
which our College has successfully played its part in training so many of
the best minds of Bengal: but—by way of preface to what follows—it may
be of interest to record that the educationist who interviewed me at the India
Office in 1900 in connection with my appointment as Professor of Chemistry
at Presidency College must have been born at least 10 years before the
College opened its doors. He was my predecessor—both as Principal and
D.PL—Mzr. C H. Tawney, C.LE.: and appeared to be faintly amused at the
hope I expressed of being able to build up a school of Organic Chemistry
in the College. Having apparently satisfied himself during our talk together
that I was not an entirely unsuitable candidate for the LE.S,, his final words,
as my interview with him ended, were: “With the exception of Mathemarics
and the various branches of Science, about which I regret I know little or
nothing, T must in my time have been called upon to lecture on every other
subject in the curriculum, and I daresay you will be too!”

In 1900 Education was regarded as a very minor department of Govern-
ment and as no I.C.S. man could be confirmed till he had passed in Bengali,
this rule also held good—even for Professors—in the Bengal LE.S. How
difficult this might be in my case, I soon realised, as nobody in the Chemical
Department of Presidency College, whether teachers or pupils, seemed
anxious to talk, or be talked to, in anything but English. Passing the necessary
examination scemed therefore out of the question unless I isolated myself
in some place where, on the contrary, nothing was spoken but Bengali; 50
the beginning of the summer vacation of 1901 found me in the Circuit House
at Krishnagar, prepared to work hard and live frugally, in view of the fact
that the Rs. 6 in my pocket happened to be all T had to live on tll next
monthly pay day. Why so was so may perhaps be told later ; but it was
closely connected with stories I had heard about the glories of Pig-Sticking
in the days of the Indigo planters. Nadia being therefore obviously a good
district for riding, I was strongly advised to take my CLH. charger with
me, as a means of relaxation from my linguistic studies. The horse in
question was the unexpected result of having been given, before I left
England, a letter of introduction to the Hon’ble Mr. (later Sir) James
Bourdillon: and as he happened to be also Colonel of the Calcutta Light

2
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Horse, I found myself, svon after I reached Calcutta, enrolled as a trooper in
that then-famous Volunteer Regiment.!

Side by side with trying to satisfy departmental demands to acquire
what at that date secemed to be a quite unnecessary acquaintance with my
students’ mother tongue, I was trying to resume my own line of research
on Nitrogen-Carbon ring compounds in a laboratory where temperatures
often exceeded the boiling point of the usual solvent of organic substances
in cooler climates, viz., Ether. In addition, I had taken in hand the writing
of a Practical Laboratory text book for my Third Yeay students, who—even
in 1904, if reading for a Pass degrece—were not required to d¢ anything more
than attend lectures and study theoretical text books on Chemistry.

This Introduction to Practical Chemistry for Indian Colleges was still in
the process of being written when I discovered that, by having successtully
passed my examination in Bengali, I was now looked upon by the authorities
in Writers Buildings, not simply as a Professor of Chemistry but a young
Government officer who might also be usefully employed to fill various other
administrative vacancies that were bound to occur from time to time in a
completely undermanned Service. The process of diversion to duties other
than those for which I had so recently been recruited, began in 1903 by my
transfer as Offg. Principal of the Calcurta Madrasah to act for a few months
during the absence on leave of Dr. Denison Ross, who—even at that time—
had an international reputation for his knowledge of Persian and Arabic.

Fifty years ago, the story current of how this Principalship came into
existence was that it was established in the late 60°s of the last century to
provide a suitable post for that amazing German Private in some English
regiment at Fort William, whom Professor Croft of the Presidency College
(later Sir Alfred Croft, D.PL) found one day reading an Arabic Mss. in
what, later, became the Imperial Library, Calcutta. Having been bought
out of the Army by this Professor and then helped to take an M.A. of
Calcutta University, Henry Blochmann not only served for many years as
Principal of the Calcutta Madrasah, but also—through the papers he pub-
lished on MSS, Mosque inscriptions, and Coins, in the Journal of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal—succeeded in laying a firm foundation for all subsequent
work on the Muslim period of rule in North-Eastern India.

To the youthful Professor of Chemistry, so abruptly transferred from
the active intellectual life of Presidency College, this new post was indeed
an utter change. The Madrasah then lived in a completely isolated world
of its own, in which nobody talked either Bengali or English, with the solitary
exception of the very competent Hindu Head Clerk, who seemed to me to
be the real liaison officer between the Hindusthani, Persian and Arabic
speaking Madrasah staff, and the Education Department. Having apparently

! Later, in the winter of 1902/3, T was one of a C.L.H. detachment that took part

in Lord CllIZOl’l s Delhi Dur b(ll and served as g
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no regular duties to perform except disposing of correspondence with Writers
Buildings, and periodical checking of the accounts with the Head Clerk, 1
decided I had better fill up my time by wying t discover what the Arabs
had done in the direction of Alchemy—the forerunner of Chemistry, and
to achieve this objective, a knowledge of Arabic was obviously essential.
Enquiries showed that the Head Maulvi Shamsul-Ulema Vilayet Husain had
an English-knowing son Heddyet: and my engagement of this young man
as my teacher began a 30-years friendship with him, as well as collaboration
in the subsequent writing of many papers on the early beginnings of
Chemistry.*

1 had hardly re-started work at Presidency College, after Denison Ross’s
return from leave, than I was called upon to take over temporarily the duties
of Inspector of European Schools from W. W. Hornell, another LE.S. man
who had been appointed Professor of English at Presidency College a year
after my own arrival in Calcutta, but had been transferred two years later
o look after these European Schools. My new dutes carried me from
Calcutta to Darjeeling and Kutseong, and from Dibrugarh and Chittagong
to Western Bihar often living in a Railway Officer’s Inspection coach which
was placed at my disposal whenever 1 happened to be visiting any of the
schools for the children of railway employees. Hearing that I was likely to
be inspecting these schools in Bihar, my Presidency College colleague, Charles
Russell, wrote to Prof. H. R. James suggesting that I would like the oppor-
tunity of making his acquaintance, if James could pur me up when I
reached Patna.

Prof. James had just been transferred—much against his own desire—
from Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, to be Principal of the Patna College: burt
when he came to the Station on Friday to meet me, it was only to ask,
whether it would be possible for me to remain where I was, in my Inspection
coach at the Station, as his wife had just given birth to another child. 1 was
extremely sorry to be thus deprived of a real opportunity of getting to know
James in the environment of his own family circle, as Russell had the greatest
admiration for him, and believed that the two booklets James had recently
published were likely to play a great part (as they actually did) in the reform
of Calcutta University that was carried into effect during the next few years.

Even before coming to India, I had been fascinated by the story of the
life and teaching of the Buddha, and having thus a week-end free, and

‘Incidentally, an entirely unpredictable result of my posting to the Calcutta
Madrasah, and consequent taking up the study of Arabic, was my marriage 8 years
fater to Mrs. Stapleton. Just as I went in 1901, on the advice of my Indian colleagues
at Presidency College, to Krishnagar, as a place where the purest Bengali was spoken,
so, in 1910, T spent much of my first furiough in the Lebanon, continuing my study
of Arabic as near as possible to Damascus—the gate of the desert where an approxima-
. tion to classical Arabic is still spoken. And at Homs, on the banks of the Syrian river
Orontes, T first set eyes on the wife who has been the mainsiay of our life together for
the last 45 years. My readers will forgive me for taking this opportunity of paying a
heart-felt tribute to all she has meant, not only to me personally, but, still more, to
our children and grandchildren.
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means of easy conveyance in the form of my Inspection coach over the
North-South railway from Patna to Gaya, I eagerly availed myself of such
an opportunity of pilgrimaging to the spot where spiritual enlightenment
came to Gautama. So I paid my fare and arranged for the coach to be
coupled on at the end of the early morning train southwards. I still vividly
recall that peaceful Sunday spent in the vicinity of the Math and Bodhi
Tree, as one of a mere handful of pilgrims to visit that day the ancient site.
At the same time, however, I could not help feeling a vague sense of dissatis-
faction, which finally I traced down to a feeling that th¢ restoration recently
carried out at Lord Curzon’s instance had gone too far: the ‘work had been
so thoroughly done that it seemed almost incredible that this was the spot
on which the events commemorated had taken place nearly 24 millenia of
years previously. The present Banyan tree is not, of course, the one under
which Gautama meditated, but another that the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen
Tsang states was planted in the 6th century A.D. by a descendant of the great
Asoka to take the place of the original Bodhi tree that was destroyed early
in that century by the Saivite King of Karnasuvarna in Bengal. Nearly 30
years later—probably in the winter of 1932/3—I was able to pass yet another
week-end at Rangamati in the vicinity of Berhampur-Murshidabad, tracing
out the scanty ruins of this Bengal King’s capital: and although, when in
India, I seldom allowed my interest in numismatics to extend to purchasing
gold coins, I did on this occasion break my usual rule of including in my
collection nothing but silver coins. Happening to come across a coin that
helped to span long-past years, I could not resist the temptation to buy a
very good specimen of Sasanka’s coinage in pale elecirum (i.e., an alloy, then
often used, of gold and silver). On the Obverse the King is shown seated
with his legs crossed and with a halo round his head: while on the Reverse
a bull carries the God Siva (also with a halo). A glance at this coin makes
it almost certain that descendants of the men who worked in the mints of
the Gupta Kings of Magadha must have been taken away by Sasanka to
Bengal, for this mohur clearly demonstrates a survival of the die-making
skill of their possible ancestors of 6 or 8 generations previously.

What I wanted more than anything else, on my return to Presidency
College after this second absence, was to be left in peace to carry on my
proper work ; but alas! the facilis descensus Averni to the undesired nether
regions of administration had begun, and my feet could not escape the
slippery path. The strange thing about it all was that the D.P.I. at that time
was also a Chemist, and—but for the fact that Science had now apparently
to play a subsidiary part to administration in Sir Alexander Pedler’s mind—
the staff of the Chemical Department of Presidency College might have
expected some real help in their desire to ensure that the work of all junijor
science students should be based on practical acquaintance with apparatus
and chemicals in our extremely well-equipped laboratories.

It happened, however, that, less than a year later, Denison Ross was
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again granted leave—this time to bring out a bride to preside over the
Principal’s house: and I was called upon for a second time to take his place.
I do not think that the possibility of resigning and returning to England had
yet entered my head: but I recollect my bitter complaints to friends and
colleagues at the D.P.L’s seeming indifference to the interests of Chemistry
at Presidency College, and at my being again moved, just after my Laboratory
Manual had been published by Thacker Spink. Having heard something
of a certain Report I had been called upon to make during my first term as
Principal of the Madrasah, my friends laughingly suggested that I was
being sent back to cleanse the immediate surroundings of the Madrasah
from ladies of easy virtue before the arrival of Mrs. Denison Ross!

This ribald scoffing was in reference to the method I had adopted during
my first tenure of the Principalship for securing the necessary evidence to
enable me to reply to a letter from the Director’s office, in which I was asked
to submit a detailed Report on what was then (and unfortunately remained
for a long time afterwards) the most immoral area in the whole of Calcutta.
I was very young at the time: and having been brought up in a rather
puritanical atmosphere, I had already been shocked o the core at discovering
the existence—almost on the threshold of my new charge—of the women
whom the ‘Book of Proverbs’ had taught me to regard as ‘deep pits of death.
He that is abhorred of the Lord shall fall therein’. The scandalised reaction
of the Madrasah staff to the fact that such a letter could have been addressed
by, or to, any member of the kducation Department, and how I ultimately
was enabled to draft the required Report is hardly likely to be of the least
interest to present day members—either staff or students—of the Presidency
College: but this early experience was recalled to my mind when—25 years
or so later—exactly the same state of affairs came to light in the immediate
vicinity of our own College, after the invasion of the College by gundas from
the ncighbouring basii which then stretched from within a stone’s throw of
the College as far as Harrison Road. The College Durwan had been stabbed
to death while bravely endeavouring to prevent the rioters from breaking
through the gates on the landing half way up the stairs: and a Staff meeting
had been convened to discuss my proposal that the best way of preventing
the recurrence of such savagery was to persuade the Bengal Government to
provide sufficient funds not only to buy up the entire area of the basti but
also to sweep away every building on it.

After the meeting ended, two of the senior Professors remained behind
and asked to speak to me about another matter in connection with the basti
that, they said, had recently come to their notice. I was then told that
before the rioting started some Presidency College students had actually
been lodging in huts inhabited by the same sort of undesirables as the
Colootala ones I had reported on years previously. In spite of the obvious
fact that if this became known officially it would—quite rightly—be inter-
preted as showing that the checking of where our students were residing
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needed tightening up, I might possibly mention the fact privately to the
Educational Secretary, as an additional reason for asking Government to
have the entire basti removed.

Although more than surprised at this unexpected revelation of such a
serious defect in the supervision of our students, I was most grateful to those
members of the staff for their frankness, and told them 1 would certainly
do what they suggested. On the other hand, I trusted that the entire stafl
would be willing to co-operate whole-heartedly in any arrangements I might
be able to make to prevent any future recurrence of this sort of scandal.

I hardly dared hope that Government could manage “to provide the
funds for such a costly scheme: but, to the great joy of every member of
the College, the necessary money was quickly sanctioned, and—within a
year—the whole area was cleared, and handed over so as to be converted into
the playing fields that we had been so long in need of. Meantime, after a
list of lodgings of all students who were not living with relations had been
prepared, each lodging was visited by some member of the staff, and cither
approved, or the student was asked to find some better accommodation.

To return briefly to the story of my first 5 years at the College, the
beginning of the end came one day shortly before the Puja holidays of 1905
when I received a letter from Sir Alexander Pedler, asking me to come and
see him at Writers Buildings. There I was informed that as the LES.
Inspector of Schools at Dacca had fallen so seriously ill that he was being
sent away immediately on leave to England, a substitute for him had o
be found at once. I had passed in Bengali: and as I had already also
acquired a certain amount of administrative experience, Sir Alexander said
he was recommending to Government that I should be posted to Dacca, until
either the permanent Inspector returned from leave, or other arrangementts
could be made.

As he spoke, a sudden feeling of crisis swept over me. Was he, I asked
Sir Alexander, dissatisfied with what I was doing at Presidency College?
For, otherwise, I could not understand why I was being taken away to do
utterly different work to that for which I had been recruited. Why was I
being thus transferred, when Hornell was already an Inspector, and, having
passed in Bengali more recently than I had done, scemed likely to be a much
more useful Inspector of Indian schools?

I am quite certain, in retrospect, that Sir Alexander could not avoid
the necessity of asking me to go to Dacca, and that in saying—what he then
did, he had every intention of being sincere: but, after telling me that
Hornell did not happen to be available as he had been already nominated
t act-as Secretary to a Committee of Enquiry into European Schools under
Mr. R. Nathan, I.C.S., he unfortunately went on to remark that I must realise
that he had the interests of Presidency College at heart at least as much
as I had. For my previous comments on the apparent lack of interest in
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the Chemical Department by the Director’s Office, it will be readily under-
stood that this merely increased my general annoyance: with the result that
I found myself suddenly telling Sir Alexander that if T could not be allowed
to remain on in Calcutta as Professor at Presidency College, I was afraid I
would have to resign Government service, and return to England to look
for some other chemical post.

In later times, any Director’s immediate reaction would have been:
“Well, I'm sorry you feel like that: think the matter over, and if, tomorrow,
you still want to resign, let me have an official letter on the subject to place
before Governnmsent.” In 1905, however, as I have already said, the LE.S.
comprised a mere handful of men, while—for reasons I learnt about after-
wards—{e.g., comparable status between the Inspector and the local I.CS.
Commissioner) the post of Divisional Inspector at Dacca had to be filled by
an LES. man. Rather to my surprise, I therefore found myself escaping
the severe rebuke that I so richly deserved, and listening to Sir Alexander
explaining that he would certainly not have asked me to suspend my duties
at Presidency College if he could have found anybody else. As, however,
this was not possible, he would be glad if T would reconsider my objection
to this purely temporary posting to Dacca. He added that if this would help
me in deciding, he would guarantee that I would not be away from Calcutta
for more than a year at the very most.

Under these circumstances, what could I do but comply—very reluctantly
with the Director’s wishes? I returned sadly to Presidency Coellege to tell
that cheerful collection of friends in the Professors’ room what was about to
befall me, and to receive their condolences—especially at my being sent to
live among the ‘Bangals’. From this, it would appear that, in 1905, most
of the Professors at Presidency College must have been Western Bengal
men: but when I asked what they meant, I was only told I would soon
find out when I got to Dacca. As far as I could make out from my greatest
friend on the Staff, Harinath De, it must have been some difference in the
pronunciation of Bengali: but as I fear I never became sufficiently familiar
with spoken Bengali to differentiate between the talk of those who lived in
Eastern Bengal and that of the inhabitants of Calcutta, this always—
throughout my years as Inspector—continued to remain a mystery to me.
Harinath De also insisted on giving me—to help in my future work—one
of the only 12 copies that were ever printed of Dr. James Wise’s ‘Notes on
the Races, Castes and Trades of Eastern Bengal’, and this parting gift proved
to be the most treasured and useful volume in the small library that
accompanied me in my house-boat as I wandered from district to district and
school to school in the course of my annual tours of inspection.

I said goodbye to many of my collecagues and students one night at
Sealdah Station in October, 1905—little dreaming then of how long I should
be exiled from them all. Less than a month later, I found I bad become
overnight a unit in the Administrative service of the newly proclaimed
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Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam: and it was not until after the lapse
of nearly 20 years that I was able to return to Presidency College.

May I end by saying that all I tried to do in the College that became
my second Alma Mater (and throughout my service elsewhere in Bengal)-
was to follow in the footsteps of that carlier Oxford Clerk of Chaucer’s
“Canterbury Tales?” Not only did I gladly teach: but I also gladly (and "
with great advantage to myself) learn much that I can never forget.






PRINCIPAL, HENRY ROSHER JAMES



Henry Rosher James
SR JADUNATH SARKAR

He was a classical scholar of outstanding brilliancy, and once told me
that as a boy at the Westminster Public School and student at Oxford, he
had won prizes dnd purses worth £200. A first-rate classical scholar, coming
fresh from Osxford or Cambridge to teach in a College in India, is bound
to feel like Ovid when banished to the Sarmatian shores. This sense of
isolation amidst utterly alien surroundings—alien race, alien tongue and
even alien ways of thought—drives one class of British scholars to seck
refuge in an ivory tower, by immersing themselves in their old familiar world
of Greek and Latin literatures, -even in India. Another group of learned
Anglo-Indian officers, men like C. H. Tawney, made a more fruitful use of
their classical education at Home by making a scholarly study of some
Oriental classical, language like Sanskrit. Some others like §. C. Hill and
C. R. Wilson took to original research in Indian history.

H. R. James did not choose this path of salvation. He plunged into
his professional duties and pursued the vision splendid—should not the
resule label it as the ignis fatuns—of creating an Oxford on the bank of the
Ganges. The Indian intellect is keen enough, it may even be “the supreme
Caucasian mind”—or at least some remote cousin of that precious material.
Only the Oxford atmosphere was totally wanting here. But it could (as
Mr. James fondly hoped) be created if only the right type of English teachers
came, the right path was followed, and the necessary funds were provided
by the State, and even more than the State by “pious founders” as has been
the case with the famous educational institutions of England.

TIRELESS WORKMAN

A few years” experience of the realities of Indian life and Government
brought our academic pilgrim of the sky down to the lowly earth. Unable
to create an Oxford in Calcutta, he threw himself heart and soul into the
work of licking raw Indian lads into shape at Patna and thus laying the
foundation of some Oxford to be two generations after us. A farewell to
the learned lectures worth printing, which Oxford Fellows, are wont to
deliver and which the world expects from men who are dignified with the
title of Professors. Mr. James now turned himself into a school tutor, a
humbler workman even than a Headmaster. He used to correct the bundles
of English exercises written by the Patna students and return them to the
boys after marking their defects. English was then a compulsory subject for

3
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all students, in Science as well as the Humanities, and thus he could benefit
the whole college. The labour he cheerfully borne may be imagined.

Again, he personally and unaided compiled a catalogue of the books in
the Patna Government College Library. It was done during the Long
Vacation, when he could have gone away to the hills, but he stayed in the
frightful summer heat of Patna, came daily to the closed college, hung his
coat on a nail in the wall and sweated in his shirt-sleeves, taking the books
out of the shelves and listing them with his own hands. There was then
no librarian’s post on the staff, a bearer only attendFd to do the manual
labour. Thus was the first catalogue completed and means provided for
detecting losses—even the fair copy was written in his own hand.

He also presented to that College a selection of learned books from his
own private collection ; among them I remember the Harleian Miscellany in
seven volumes, so rare and valuable for the study of English literary history.
James’s career was a silent object lesson to his Indian colleagucs. To work
with him “was a liberal education” indeed. Hopeless of launching his great
ideal at the Presidency College, Mr. James set working at it when he gained
a freer hand on the smaller stage of Patna College, where he was transferred
at the beginning of this century. A good beginning was made in the
development—it would be more true to call it the first creation—of the
corporate life of the College by pursuing extra-curricular activities. The
foundations were laid of a Students’ Common Room, societies {or debates and
original work in History, Economics, Science, etc., compulsory games for all
with the participation of the teachers themselves, conducted excursions to
historical sites and industrial centres in charge of a professor, and some
approach to a residential college by expanding the hostel accommodation and
bringing all the students’ lodgings under the teachers’ inspection and control.

His EpucatioNaL Ipeas

It will do us good to remember Mr. James’s educational ideas; they point
to a goal which India will be the better for striving to reach:

First, a College, in its root meaning, is a family, a body of men living
together to gain wisdom and virtue more easily and more thoroughly than
is possible for them as isolated individuals. This truth led to the birth of
the ancient Indian tapobans and the Mediaeval Universities of Christian
Europe. This corporate spirit can be developed only when the teachers and
the taught all live at the same place and meet together, not merely in the
lecture hour but for most parts of the day. A true college—and the best
University, must be residential. Short of that perfection, let us start with
well equipped Common Rooms, canteens, games, excursions and Unions
(i.e., debating clubs.).

I may here add that Mr. James’s ambition was to provide a Hall where
all the students of the College (800 was the healthy limit) could assemble
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for ceremonial functions, general addresses, and dramatic shows. I ventured
to differ from him in this, as I consider it a needless expenditure when
open-air gatherings are more natural in this temperate climate, as in ancient
Athens, and other academic wants ought to be satisfied before it, especially
single seat rooms in the hostels.

Secondly, the test of the supreme scholar is his depth not surface in
studies, his freshness or originality of thought not ready memory accurately
answering questions. In short, in the working of the human brain we must
prefer genius to indusgry, quality to quantity. Hence he came into conflict
with our Univetsity examination system which mechanically totals each
boy’s correct answers and ranks them by this arithmetical standard.

This point has to be made clearer, because it seems so much opposed
to our own accepted principles and practice. Mr. James had on his side the
highest educational authorities. In the I.C.S. examination the examiners are
expressly directed to modify the quantitative system of valuing answer-
papers, and to “space the marks”. This latter process means “clevating the
hills and depressing the valleys”, so that in the end a First class man towers
conspicuously over a Second class. The same principle is followed in the
Honours classification at the English Universities. I shall give one example
(probably the only one) from India.

At the first Premchand Roychand Competition of 1868, the two rivals
at the top were Mr. Ashutosh l\iukherji {known as the Senior Ashu Babu, ten
years older than Chhota Ashu Babu or Sir Ashutosh Mukherji) and Gurudas
Banerji (afterwards a Judge of the High Court). The former offered three
subjects, scoring (say) 70 p.c. in each and the latter four subjects with 55 p.c.
in each. Thus by the quantitative test Gurudas scored a total of 220,
beating Ashutosh’s total of 210, Then the rules of Oxford Honours came
into operation, (a) 30 p.c. was deducted from each subject and (b) those marks
which were in excess of 60 p.c. were doubled.

The result was that Ashutosh with a net total of 150 decisively beat
Gurudas with his net 100. The qualitative test proved that Gurudas was a
good second class man, while Ashutosh was a high first class, and genius
counted for half as much again (that is 150 to 100) as mere industry. I
can hardly believe what I heard in my college days, that top First class or
alpha plus Honoursmen, had every mark above 75 p.c. trebled; thus 90 p.c.
marks in a single subject would yield a net total of one hundred and five
(60—30 plus 15x2 plus 15x3).

From the sound academic principles that he held we can easily imagine
how Mr. James’s heart leaped up when he chanced to mect with an instance
of well-digested sclect reading and fresh power of literary interpretation and
presentation in an Indian student’s answer-book. The following cace is
characteristic of him. More than sixty years ago, at the M.A. examination
in English Literature and Philology of the Calcutta University, he gave a
Bengali youth for an English essay on More’s Utopia, ninety-five per cent of
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marks and inscribed alpha plus on the cover of the script. He kept the essay
with himself instead of returning it to the University to be sold as waste
paper. Ten years afterwards when going Home on furlough, he presented
the old answer-book to its surprised writer with the following note: “My
Dear . . .. Babu, I kept this paper with me because it struck me as an
outstanding production. I now return It to you; it may interest your grand
children”!

He always insisted that in order to do away with cramming, independent
study in libraries should be encouraged by every meaps. A college library
should have some open shelves, from which the students car take books out
for reading there, without having to wait for the bearer to serve them. The
security deposit formerly taken from a student before he could borrow a
volume for home reading, should be abolished ; his membership of a college
class is security enough.

In Calcutta and other big capitals, space is very scarce; but in mufassil
towns it is possible, if an early start is made, to provide a large number
of single-sear rooms in the hosrels. This is an jpdispensable necessary for
higher university work, and Honours and research aspirants.

Some More Maxmvs OF MR. JamEs

Books are the staple food of a student. Rewards should be given in the
form of bookprizes. Medals are a waste of money, useless except in the
inconceivable event of their being sold for the bullion.

Every college should celebrate its Founder’s Day, to realise its continuity
and corporate life. (What about Government Colleges founded by an official
letter from Education Department? Barnardo’s Home orphans?).

Teaching is best done by an unbroken series of lectures on a subject.
Casual leave taken by teachers is an evil, a deplorable interruption of this
work ; it should be avoided except in the rare case of physical breakdown.
The Hindu and Muslim religious holidays are the greatest cvils of academic
life in India, they come in at such odd times, especially the period from
the Pujah (Dassera) to Christmas provides only for a series of disjointed
patches of class-work. In England they have only four compact periods of
vacation at fixed times, but no such sporadic holidays in term time as we
have in India.

Indian social practice and traditional thought are so different from those
of Christian Furope, that calling in English (or Indjan) ladies to give away
school prizes is a senseless imitation. In Europe this practice originated
in the age of chivalry, when women honoured the victors in tournaments;
it was unknown in India and opposed to woman’s traditional function in
our society.

The Review of Reviews (in its original form) is quite unsuitable for
introducing current European thought to Indian students ; “it 1s an intellectual
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Tit Bits”! It has no depth, no substantial matter. The Taj Mahal and the
grand Mosques of the Mughal Emperors have architectural beauty no doubt,
but they cannot come up to the impressiveness, the perfect blending of the
design with the spirit of the place which one finds in the Cathedrals of Europe:

Gothic windows, richly dight,
Casting a dim religious light!

(I replied to this by quoting Matthew Arnold on the Church of Brou).

There is a, daméging'weak point in Kalidas’s Sakuntala; the lover is a
polygamist. (What a marvellous coincidence! Rabindranath has said the
same thing in bis essay on Shakuntala included in his Prachin Sahitya, which
I translated for the Modern Review in February 1911, under the title
Shakuntala—its Inner Meaning.)

The result of the Russo-Japanese war of 1903-4 really proved the victory
of Europe over Asia, because the Japs had fully absorbed European science
and thought, while the Russians were still Oriental. (“Scratch a Russian and
you will find a Tartar”. e did not repeat this French bon mot.)

Universrry Rerorm

Our University should teach only a few subjects and teach them
thoroughly well. Depth and not surface of knowledge is the mark of a truly
educated man, and it is not possible to attain depth if a pompous syllabus
of many subjects is set before the student. The only effect of such a
pretentious scheme Is to encourage superficiality, mere memory ‘work which
does not go beyond the “notes and aids” so popular in India, )

When a Vice Chancellor lowers the standard for gaining popularity and
cheapens degrees for alluring more and more customers to his degree-shop
and swelling its fee income, what will be the ultimate result?

Prof. C. J. Hamilton once pointed out that the Calcutta University M.A.
Syllabus in Political Economy was a copy of the Cambridge Economics
Tripos course (in parts). It looks very grand on paper, but judging by the
fruit the thing is a fraud on the learned world. Has our first class M.A.
gone through the same feaching and fest as a Cambridge Honoursman in
the subject? Have his Professors aimed at similar advanced lectures, and
has the student even looked at all the authoritative books and journals
prescribed for him? What literary work, what original research can we

" reasonably expect from the products of such an educational mill? We can
now understand what painful disillusionment drove a born gentleman like
H. R. James to call our University “the Mother of Lies”. Rabindranath has
sald the same thing, only more figuratively, in his Story of the Parrot
(Tota Kahin).
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His FRUSTRATION AND RETREAT

From Oxford Mr. James had imported his belief in the sacredness of a
College precincts as an inviolable private house, a sanctuary which the Police
must not enter except by leave of the Vice Chancellor. He was visibly
excited when the police in uniform visited the Patna College to make some
inquirics, because he held it as the violation of ancient privilege. It was
worse still when Mr. Tegart’s posse made an overhauling scarch in the Eden
Hindu Hostel. Only a long and painful process made Mr. James at last
realise that British India was not Great Britain. «

A deep melancholy settled on him towards the close of his Indian career,
He could not shake off a sense of frustration, as he contemplated how his
legitimate servicg ambitions, his crusade for University reform, and his dream
of creating an Oxford in Calcutta had all failed. Even his devoted labour
for Indian boys during twenty strenuous years had been ignored by Indian
public opinion. In a private letter to his friend and fellow-crusader, Charles
Russell (of Patna College), he wrote,—

“We have worked all these years for the people and tried our best
to do them good, but we have met with no response, no gratitude from
the Indian public. Let us now go back to our Home and see if we can
find a new field of useful work there”.

Last of all came the crushing blow when the Governor sided with Mr, Percy
Lyon and the I.C.S. triumphed over the LE.S.

If a brilliant classical scholar like Mr. James had remained at Home
instead of coming to India in youth, he might have reasonably hoped to
work his Wgy up to a Professor’s chair or even the Master’s throne at a
College in his own University. But when he returned Home after 22 years
of exile in India, he found himself a back number in the British academic
world. All that he could get now was a school-master’s post, to struggle
with men who were his academic juniors by nearly one generation. Even
then his fine classical scholarship enabled him to make some mark. The
end came on 3rd June, 1931. But to the very last he clung to his hope
that the precious seed that England had sown in India would one day bear
fruit.

When I recall H. R. James from the back parlour of my memory, I
cannot find a fitter image for him than what a great English critic has
traced of a great English poet—“A beautiful and ineffectual angel, beating in
the void his luminous wings in vain”.



A Note from An Old Timer

J- R. Barrow
(Principal, 1917 and 1929)

. i . . .
The Editor tells me that he is bringing out a centenary number of the
Presidency College Magazine, and would like a small contribution from me
by way of reminiscence.

I had two spells of duty at the College the first, from 1917 to 1923,
though marred by one troublesome sirike, the origin of which I have almost
forgotten, was a pleasant and happy period. The sccond, 1929 to 1930,
covered what was I suppose one of the most disturbed periods in the history
of the College. I do mnot think, however, that any thing would be gained
by an attempt to recount forgotten troubles. Let it suffice to say that the
students were for months subjected to determined and persistent pressure to
induce them to absent themselves from their classes. My object on the
other hand was to keep the College open so long as a single student desired
to attend. There were frequent scenes of disturbance in the College and
outside the gates. No doubt some of these had their amusing side. The
incident that caused me most perplexity I think was when a party of half
a dozen ladies managed to slip into the College with the object of appealing
to the students to leave. I confess I felt quite unable to cope with them;
and it was Prof. S. C. Mahalanobis who, displaying great powers of diplomatic
persuasion, induced them, after a quarter of an hour or so, to take their
departure,

Time slips away so quickly as one nears the end of life that I find it
difficult to realise that it is a quarter of a century since I said farewell to
the Presidency College, or that the students who were there in my time are
now men of middle age or more. In the interval the world has undergone
yet another tremendous upheaval and experienced an infinity of suffering;
and the vexations of twenty-five years ago, which seemed important at the
time, are seen as the merest wrifles. But it is a source of satisfaction to
consider how much sense and sturdiness the bulk of the students displayed
in spite of the difficulties of their position; and to remember the kindness
shown to me by the teaching staff.



Reminiscence

E. F. Oaten
(Professor of History, Presidency College, 1909—1916)

3

I am bidden, and the request gives me great pleasure‘, to contribute
something by way of reminiscence to the Centenary Commemoration
number of the Presidency College Magazine.

To carry my mind back over the necessary forty or forty-five years, I

need no H. G, Wells Time Machine. My memories of that happy time are
vivid ; but, if they were not, I have only to go to my Library shelves and take
down the very first issue of the Magazine, dated November, 1914, and other
volumes, which I have preserved to remind myself of the days when I was
young.
In that first volume I see impressive portraits of two great men, Principal
James and Sir Guru Das Banerjee, and a photograph of the winners of the
Eliot Shield, 1914, with Mr. James in the middle. Does that football
competition still go on, I wonder?

Among other contents, there is a poem by my old friend and colleague,
Mon Mohan Ghosh, and congratulations to Professor Coyajee and myself on
our respective marriages. Coyajee and I were great friends, and his death
some years ago was a great sOITOW to me.

I take up the issue of August, 1915, There in the frontispiece is a picture,
with Messrs. James and Gilchrist, of my friend and pupil of that time, Pramatha
Nath Banerjee, the then editor, (the one of that name who became Sir Ashutosh
Mookherjee’s son-in-law—I remember attending his wedding reception) with
his “fidus Achates”, J. C. Chakravarti, Asst. Editor, later University Registrar.
Between those two there was a great friendship, and between them and myself
there was an ideal teacher and pupil relationship. They were both highly
intelligent young men; Pramatha was outstanding. I remember mentioning
him to the late Mr. H. A. L. Fisher, when he came to Calcutta, as a fine
example of the intellectual calibre of our best Bengali college students.

But I must leave the Magazines, and rely on memory. What reams I
could write about those years 1909-1916, when I was on the College staft!
Sir Jagadis Bose and E. P. Harrison, the physicists, J. N. Das Gupta, the
Balliel historian, Sir P. C. Roy, the chemist, Dr. Aditya Nath Mukherji, the
philosopher, Sterling, Holme, Gilchrist, and at the end of my time, Principal
Wordsworth—there were giants in those days! To the many whom I do not
mention, my apologies! In retrospect, I think we were a pretty strong stafl.
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But I must mention two more names. Never, never shall I forget Professor
P. C. Ghosh, his happy smile and his infectious laughter, nor our sad but
‘brilliant poet-teacher, Mon Mohan Ghosh, for whom parcels of wonderful
new books arrived from England every mail. To have enjoyed the friend-
ship of all these scholars is, as Thucydides put it, a “possession for ever”.
They were indeed happy days. OF course we had our troubles, strikes and
student rows. What College of young men is for ever peaceful? I seem
to remember Professor Zachariah arriving for the first time in the middle
of one of them. What his first impressions of us were, I dare not think!

Just two reminiscences before I close. The visit of the 10th Battalion of
the Middlesex Regiment from Fort William to the College in 1915 was
educationally valuable both to the students and to the soldiers. It was a
novel event for students to meet soldiers on the social level in those days,
and, as the Magazine put it, they found to their surprise that soldiers were
not necessarily rough and rude. The soldiers in their turn, many of whom
were teachers in civil life, found that students in Calcutta could out-argue
them in scientific and literary discussion. It was a very happy event.

The other episode is personal to myself. I used to play a lot of cricket
with the College team. I was Vice-President of the Club. In those days
Kanu Roy, as we called him, was Captain, and on the field I played under
his Captaincy. He was a first-rate batsman. So good was he that unknown
to me he used to play for two teams on one day, having a substitute to
field when he could not be in two places at once! One day he made some
30 runs for the College team, and when the time came to field, he had
to have a substitute. In fact he was some way off, making a century for
another team. When he came back, I told him that I thought it was
unsporting to play for two teams on one day, and that he would be
suspended ‘from the College Club for a fortnight. I dare say I was acting
ultra vires, and this was the view my friend and pupil Pramatha Nath
Banerjee, mentioned above, took. “Sir”, he said, “at the time you suspended
him, you were under his authority as Captain. You should have waited till
the end of the game!” Anyway, all ended happily. Kanu took his medicine
like the good sportsman he was, while I laughingly prophesied for Pramatha
the distinguished career as a lawyer which he subsequently achieved!
With this little story I should like to end my brief reminiscences. Of all the
students whom I knew in those years, Kanu Roy, on the cricket field, and
Pramatha Nath Banerjee in the Seminar, abide in my memory most clearly.
They scemed grand specimens of Bengali youth to me in those old days
when I too was young. To the hundreds of others whom I do not mention,
and who are happily still alive, I send my greetings across the war-torn
years. To the students of to-day I say: be proud of your College and its
traditions. She is a worthy academic mother of us all.



My Reminiscences

HeMeENDRA Prasap GHOSE

My reminiscences of the Presidency College carry, me back to the year
1889. For, though I crossed the lawn that stretches between the Coffege and
the Hare School later, T joined the School on the 11th December, 1889 ; and
the Hare School waswas it is to-day—under the protective wings of the
Presidency College. Though the administrative autonomy of the School was
never interfered with by the Principal of the College I remember how the
Head Masters—Bhola Nath Paul and his successor Krishna Chandra Roy
(the author of the well-known Handbook of English Phrases and Idioms)
always looked up to the Principal of the College for instructions regarding
the holidays and the cjosing of classes on receipt of unexpected news of the
death of some member of the English Royal Family or a high official in
India. Perfect silence prevailed among the students of the School playing
on the lawn or Standing outside the class rooms when—in the afternoon—
we saw Principal TaWney emerge from the portico of the College, walk across
the lawn and pass out of the School gate to go to the University where he
was the Registrar. The University of Calcutta was then located in the
Senate Hall, with a dirty bazzar on the south and a bustee at the back—
unhealthy surroundings from which it was later rescued by the great Vice-
Chancellor Ashutosh Mookherjee to whose efforts were due the construction
of the Darbhanga Buildings and the pile of buildings which are named after
him. The University was, then, an examining body with jurisdiction cven
deyord dre Surdkrs o Bengaf ve., the provinces of Bengaf, Bifar and Crissa.
The Presidency College building was then less extensive. The long wing
along the College Street was short, and the separate laboratories were then
non-existent. The lang immediately to the West of the main building was
occupied by a crowded pystee with dilapidated huts.

Principal Charles Tawney was a consummate erudite (a Cambridge man),
and a distinguished educationist who—as his editions of Sanskrit works go
to show—touched nothing that he did not adorn. On retiring from service
?n India he became the Librarian of the India Office in London. He excelled
in explaining difficult passages by using characteristic and appropriate
synonyms for words used by the author, and his class notes were in great
requigition. Some of them may still be found preserved by students like
Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, He looked grave; but was possessed of a grim
humour that was telling. Of the many stories current of his grim humour
two are given below;
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(1) At that time there was a large bustee on College Street extending
from Bow Bazar Street to Prem Chand Boral Street inhabited exclusively
by people from Southern India who posed as experts in the treatment of
peculiar maladies. Their signboards described them as “Professor of Piles
and Fistulas”. They must have attracted the attention of Principal Tawney
on his way to and from the College. One day the tutor of gymnastics in
the College called on the Principal and on being asked by him—“What can
I do for your”—answered “Nothing, Sir. As a Professor of this College I
have come to pay my respect to the Principal”. The Principal felt non-
plussed, for the, man was a stranger to him. What was the subject he
taught? “I am Professor of gymnastics”, said the tutor. The Principal
looked up, smiled and remarked, “Certainly better than Professor of Piles
and Fistulas”.

(2) On an occasion two students who had appeared at an University
Examination from some other College and become unsuccessful came to
seck admission in the Presidency College, Old Braja Lahiri—the Head
Clerk—referred them to the Principal. They were taken to the sanctum
sanctorum where they were asked to explain the object of their “mission”.
The Principal gave them a patient hedring and then asked them, “Has the
Presidency College become a home for incurables?”

Principal Tawney, however, did not share the ideas of discipline and
decorum which were dear to Mr. Sutcliffe—one of his predecessors in office.
For, rumour went that Mr. Sutcliffe had asked Professor Lethbridge—who
used to drive to the College in a pretty dog-cart—to throw away his cigar
(cigareites had not then come into vogue) on the south end of the College
Square as it was not proper for a teacher in an Indian College to indulge
in smoking in the College.

The other Colleges in Calcutta at the time were, I believe—

(1) The L. M. S. College in Bhowanipore and the only one of its kind
in southern Calcutta.

(2) The St. Xavier’s College.

(3) The Metropolitan Institution established by Pandit Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar—now the Vidyasagar College.

(4) The Ripon College established by Surendra Nath Banerjea.

(5) The City College recently established by members of the Brahmo
Samaj headed by Ananda Mohan Bose, the first Indian Wrangler.

(6) The General Assembly’s Institution near Cornwallis Square.

(7) The Cathedral Mission College.

(8) The College run by the Free Church of Scotland in Nimtollah—
popularly known as the Duff College.

The Bethune College was the only women’s College in the city. "The

Seal’s Free College bad already shrunk in dimension and assumed the modest
proportions of a School. And the Bangabasi College was a later addition.
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Science was taught in all the Colleges; but while the Presidency College
alone had a fully equipped laboratory and the St. Xavier's College laboratory
had a reputation, the laboratories of the General Assembly’s Institution and
the Duff College were tolerably equipped. The other Colleges lacked proper
laboratory facilities and their students generally attended lectures arranged
for them in the Indian Association for the Culivation of Science established
in Central Calcutia (Bow Bazar Street) by Dr. Mahendra Lal Sarkar. This
institution which has now been removed to Jadabpore served a very useful
purpose at the time and had been a centre of research even before its removal
to its new location at a distance from the Colleges in Calcutta proper. The
Presidency College was the educational institution where congregated most
of the best students who had secured scholarships in examinations and those
only who could afford to pay the higher fees charged.

I missed the privilege of being one of Principal Tawney’s students as
his retirement from the Presidency College almost synchronised with my entry
there. But he had left a wholesome impress on the administration and
conduct of the College which lasted for a pretty long time. Of the other
Professors i.e., who were in the College when we were students especial
mention should be made of some—-

In English we had Professor Rowe the renowned joint author of Rowe
and Webb’s Hints for the Study of English a book which was for years the
vade mecum of students and teachers in the schools practically all over India.
He was jovial and kind-hearted who always thought for the students. On
an occasion we came to learn that he had contracted cholera. The use of
saline injection had not then come in vogue; and most cases of cholera
ended fatally. But he recovered. When he was convalescing some of us
went to see him in his house. Mrs. Rowe received us cordially. Professor
Rowe told us that it was our custom to treat guests to sweets and got some
Sandesh brought for us. When we had taken sweets (offer of tea was then
non-existent) a servant brought some cigars and matchboxes on a tray. One
or two students smoked a cigar each. On the first day Professor Rowe joined
the College on recovery he rebuked us soundly for the “dire offence” of
smoking in his presence as it was contrary to Indian custom for a student
to smoke before his teacher. We were asked w take for our example
Dr, Gooroodas Banerjee.

Then we had Professor H. M. Percival—an Indian Christian from
Chittagong who was once described by Mr. N. N. Ghose as “the idol of the
students and the darling of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University”. Tall,
dark, every inch a scholar he was one of the most successful and popular
professors who could teach not only English but also history and economics
with equal ease. On retiring from the College he gave his splendid library
to the Punjab University because “it was the poorest University in India” and
went to England. He was a bookworm. When Lord Tennyson’s memoirs
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by his son was published, the then Principal of the Presidency College
purchased three sets of the book for the College Library because, he said,
one set would be taken away by Professor Percival and another by Professor
Mann who would “devour” them—a third set was necessary for the students.
On one occasion he took a fortight's holiday and left for Darjeeling, burt
was back in his class on the twelvth day—because of a miscalculation. In
taking with him books for study he had left out of his calculation the
addirional hours he would get because of his absence from College! I met
him in London long after he had left India. Five editors of newspapers from
India (Mr. Iyeagar from Madras, Mr. Devdhar from Bombay, Mr. Alam
from the Punjab, and Mr. Sandbrook and myself from Bengal) had been
invited by the British Ministry of Information to visit the European theatre
of War in 1918. The Secretary of Statc for India held a reception at the
India Office on Wednesday, 20th November, 1918 to meet the delegates
of the Indian Press. Professor Percival was among the guests. When I
went up to him and told him that I had been one of his students he frankly
told me that he could not “locate” me. I took his address and told him
that I would call on him the next morning. When I called on him as soon
as I was ushered into his room—a big room with shelves full of books, he
said, “Hemendra, 1 owe you an apology for not having been able to recognise
you yesterday. You were one of my favourite students.” He was sitting on
a sofa with a blanket covering his feet because the use of coal had been
/estricted owing to war emergencies. He asked me to be seated. I took my
" seat on a chair, On his asking me to be seated by him finding me hesitating
he said, “That is our Indian way of showing respect. But you are one of
my students, I want to have you by me. Come here” That was an order
which I, of course, obeyed. Then he talked of current affairs and said, “I’
am glad that at least one of my students has taken to journalism.” He
asked me to be “true to my profession” and study the dark points of English
character and society.

Professor Mann looked sickly and had a low voice. He wok delight in
tracing the history of words. I remember how he traced the change of the
word crimson from the Sanskrit word “Krimija”—lac dye—through the
Arabic variation. He was profoundly learned. But he was not very popular

“save with advanced students of scholarly disposition,

Another Professor for English was Babu Nilkantha Mazumdar who
seemed to be suffering from what we call inferiority complex and was prone
to stand on his dignity as a professor.

In Mathematics we had Professor Criffiths who had succeeded Professor
Tawney as Principal of the College with Professor Nash, Professor Littde
and Professor Bipin Vehary Gupta to help him. Professor Little was the
terror of ordinary students like myself who disliked mathematics as he was
a hard task-master who insisted on the students preparing their lessons.
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Professor Gupta came to the College in a palanquin, had a smile for all;
and was the champion of students when they were taken to task for their
shortcomings. “Boys”, he would say, “are boys and must not be expected
to be Buddhas”. He took individual care of students and was extremely
popular with them. Professor M. E. dus Prothens joined the College later.
He was not a successful professor, but was painstaking and took his work
seriously. He always came to the class with a big black bound book in which
he had written out his lecture notes which he dictated. He was keen on
every student taking down his “valuable notes”, and if a student pleaded
want of paper or pencil was always ready to supply it. If a student requested
him to lend him the book for taking down the notes he had missed the
Professor acceded to the request with the following elaborate instructions—
“Don’t tear the pages, don’t dogsear them, don’t make pencil scratches, don’t
upset the inkstand on the book”. He had in the same book a set of questions
prepared by him for University examinations which were found very useful
when he was one of the examiners appointed by the University.

Professor P. K. Ray was the senior professor who taught the students
philosophy and logic—philosophy for the B.A. students (A course) and Logic
for the First Arts students. I had no idea of the extent of his scholarship
till I was told about it by Lord Haldane in 1918 when he enquired after his
“old friend and fellow-student Dr. Ray” and admired his extensive knowledge.
Dr. Ray was uninteresting when he taught his students with the text book
in his hand but brilliant when he lectured on some subject unconnected with
the text book. His book on Logic was the prescribed text book. Dr. Ray
had for his junior Professor Binoyendra Nath Sen who very soon made his
mark as a professor and rose rapidly in popularity.

In our student days “arts” and “science” had not been placed in separate
water-tight compartments. ILA. and LSc. were unknown. During the first
two years after passing the Entrance Examination the student had to prepare
for what was known as F.A. (First Examination in Arts). He had for his
prescribed text subject—books of English literature—such as Milton’s Paradise
Lost, Tennyson’s Enoch Arden etc. in poetry and in prose some classic
writings ; Sanskrit—such as Raghuvangsa and Bhattikavya (or Latin);
Mathematics (Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Trignometry and Conic sec-
tion) ; History of Rome and History of Greece ; Logic ; Physics and Chemistry.
The next i.e., the B.A. Examination was divided into two parts—The A or
Arts course and the B or Science course. In the A course English and
Philosophy were compulsory subjects and in the B course English and
Mathematics were so. Physics was taught by Professor Gilliland and Dr. J.
C. Bose and Chemistry by Professor Pedler and Dr. P. C. Roy. Both
Dr. Bose and Dr. Roy were youngmen—the former very particular about his
dress and the latter always careless about it. Dr. Bose had the genius of
making the withered sticks of Science blossom forth into interesting flowers



PRINCIPAL DR. PRASANNA K TMAR RAY






MY REMINISCENCES 29

and his experiments were always perfect. Before the wing of the main
building on College Street had been extended Dir. Roy took his class in a
shed with its back on Bhowani Charan Dutt Street, Shib Charan an
Up-country servant helping him in the experiments. Later Dr. Roy had
for his assistant Babu Chandra Bhusan Bhadury. Between the two was
hatched the plan to establish the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical
Works Ltd. which, thanks to the devoted labour of a number of Bengalis,
soon rose to be the most extensive factory of its kind. Dr. Roy and Chandra
Bhusan Babu often® spent hours after College hours in conducting experi-
ments in the Zollege Laboratory. And it was in the Laboratory of thc
Presidency College that Dr. J. C. Bose commenced his wonderful experiments
in electricity. I remember how one day he came to the class room Iooking
tired but smiling and told us how he had spent a sleepless night in the
laboratory and succeeded in preparing what he called “the Electric Eye”.
When Dr. Bose was asked to offer an explanation by the Principal for having
taken an eminent British scientist to the College Laboratory without the
permission of the Principal, he was about to tender his resignation and his
friends prominent among whom was Rabindranath Tagore—set about
collecting funds from the Maharaja of Tripura and others to start a Labora-
tory for Dr. Bose he was persuaded by Dr. Roy not to do so. Dr. Roy
emphatically said that the British scientist was not a stranger anywhere in
the civilised world and the Laboratory of the Presidency College was not
the Principal’s personal property because it belonged to the people. Dr. Bose
was a lover of literature and often expressed his satisfaction over my writings
which appeared in the Bengalee magazines—including the Mukul a magazine
for boys and girls edited by one of his sisters. In politics both the Professors
were advanced nationalists full of sympathy for youngmen who ignored the
difference between violence and non-violence in their political work. Their
attitude was, what Aurcbindo called, “a political Vedantism” for “Vedantism
accepts no distinction of true or false religions, but considers only what will
lead more or less quickly to moksha, spiritual emancipation and the realiza-
tion of the Divinity within”., It is now well-known how Dr. Bose helped-—
through Sister Nivedita—Aurobindo to leave Calcutta secretly when the
Government were planning to arrest him after he had been acquitted in the
Muraripukher Bomb Factory Case. I was present when Dr. Bose went to
see his friend Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu after the latter’s return from
Delhi where a bomb had been hurled at Lord Hardinge on the occasion of
the Viceroy’s State Entry to the new capital. Talking of the incident when
Bhupendra Babu said that Gopal Krishna Gokhale had said that the bomb
must have been the work of “the deft fingers of a Bengali”, Dr. Bose said,
“We could have said that it might have been the work of the fingers,of a
Marathi—but we would not say so, for, it is a compliment which we accept
with pleasure.” Dr. Bose had left a note of bequests he wanted to m'ake for
various works of public utility, and his widow paid the sums specified to
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the various institutions. The Bose Institute he established for research work
has been doing very useful work.

Dr. P. C. Roy not only wrote a history of Hindu Chemistry which i
the Standard work on the subject and his magnum opus but he also organised
relief works on extensive scale for the victims of the North Bengal Flood
and the Bihar Earthquake and collected selfless workers who were inspired
by his ideal. His greatest achievement, however, was the organising of a
school of research workers who have kept the torch he lighted burning and
have achieved international reputation. He gave a greay impetus to Swadeshi
and was universally loved and respected. e was always ready to encourage
workers in various fields of activity. On numerous occasions he either called
on me or wrote to me to express his agreement with views expressed by me
in my articles in the newspaper I was then editing.

Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri who had thrown light on many obscure and
unknown points of ancient Indian history joined the College as senior
Professor of Sanskrit shortly after we took our admission. Pandit Harish
Chandra Kaviratna was the junior Professor. He loved his students so well
that about thirty years after I had left the College I got a postcard from
him pointing out a mistake I had committed in using a word in an article
in a daily newspaper.

Students from the Sanskrit College and the Calcutta Madrasah enjoyed
the opportunity of taking their lessons in English and Science in the Presi-
dency College free of charge. But they were locked upon by the regular
students of the College as “poor relatives” and could take no part in our
extra-educational activities such as the debates we held and the dramatic
performances we arranged at least once a vear.

The students of the College used to observe the “Speech Day” in
December for which elaborate preparations were made. I possess a copy of
the Programme of the “Speech Day” for 1893 (21st December). There were
dramatic performances by the students of the third and first year classes and
a “Declamation” by Babu Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Fourth year)—“On the
relative advantages of a Literary and a Scientific course of study”. The
piece selected for dramatic performance by the students of the third year
class was—Shakespeare’s King John (Act IV ; the death of Arthur) and that
by the students of the first year class Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night's
Dream (Act V; Pyramus and Thisbe). As I read the list of those who took
part in the dramatic performance I am reminded of the lines of Moore:

“I feel like one

Who treads alone

Some banquet-hall deserted,
Whose lights are fled
Whose garlands dead,
And all but he departed”.
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That some importance was attached to the “Speech Day” of the Presi-
dency College would be apparent from the fact that among those present
at the function in 1893 were—Sir Charles Elliott, the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal (e, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa), Sir Alfred Crofi, the Director of
Public Instruction who was credited with shaping the policy of the Govern-
ment in many departrents, two Missionaries of the Oxford Mission, Maharaja
Jatindra Mohan Tagore, Maharaja Narendra Krishan Deb, Maharaja Durga
Charan Law, Justice Chandra Madhab Ghose, Justice Gooroodas Banerjee,
Dr. Mahendra Lal Sai;kar, Maulvi Siraj-ul Islam etc. Of course most of the
Professors of ths College were present.

Sports had not assuined the importance then that now attaches to them.
But a beginning had been made, as it was being felt that all study and no
play makes the student dull and help in preducing what Pope has described
as—

“T'he bookful blockhead ignorantly read,
With loads of learned lumber in his head.”

Among my fellow-students prominent among those who took a promi-
nent part in all student movements and sports were—Babu Narendra Kumar
Basu (now the scniormost Advocate of the Calcutta High Court) and
Mr. A, N. Chaudhuri, Bar-at-TLaw who has now retired from the profession.

I loved literary work. My first book (a collection of Bengalee lyrics)
was published in 1893, and it was in that year that I obtained a medal from
the Chaitanya Library for an essay which was considered to be the best
among eseays submitted-—by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee. I remember how
—many years after we had left College—one of our fellow-students Phanindra
Nath Brahma, then the Mayor of Calcutta told me that he was proud, when
a student, of a friend who had become an author and quoted a poem from
my book which had by that time disappeared in the limbo of oblivion.

Co-education was not introduced when we entered the College, and we
could not enjoy the feast of colour which one gets now in the College.
,But we had our meetings and outings and enjoyed them. There is no
difficulty, says the steward of Moliere’s miser, in giving a fine dinner With
plenty of money ; the really good cock is he who can set out a banquet with
no money at all.

We had our debates in the College. In the debates were disclosed two
kinds of minds. Mind, as Macaulay has said, differ as rivers differ. There
are transparent and sparkling rivers from which it is delightful to drink as
they flow and there are rivers of which the water when first drawn 1is tu;blfi
and noisome, but becomes pellucid as crystal, and delicious to the taste, if
it be suffered to stand till it has deposited its sediment. Some students
taking part in the debates were brilliant and some massive. The Presidency

5
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College was the nursery of intellectuals and men who rose to eminence in
various departments of activity.

When we were students of the first year class the fourth year class could
boast of a galaxy of stars more or less lustrous who made their mark in many
fields of activity. I give below the names of some of them~—Dewan Bahadur
Jnansaran Chakravarti whose death at a comparatively early age was a
great loss to the nation, Sir Nripendra Nath Sircar, Sir Pravas Chandra
Mirter, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, Sir Charu Chandra Ghose, Sir Brajendra
Lal Mitter, Dr. Dwarakanath Mitter, Charu Chandra Dutta, LC.S. who was
a suspect with the alien Government he served as an ‘active, member of the
Aurobindo group of advanced nationalists. Among those of them who are
with us yet are—Mr. Fazlul Huq, who, like Johnny Walker, is still going
strong, Sri Surendra Nath Guha (retired Judge of the Calcutta High Court),
Sri Sarat Kumar Mitra (Advocate), Sri Chandra Kumar Sirkar (retired
Engineer), Dr. M. N. Basu (Recently Principal, R. G. Kar Medical College),
Sri Sekhar Banerjee (formerly Pleader, Mozafferpore). Of the brilliant batch
Nripendra Nath Sircar and Bhupendra Nath Mitter were younger than the
rest as they had passed the Entrance Ixamination when they were twelve
years old.

The Professors of the College were themselves continuous students;
those who did not know what it is to talk of education being finished and
their lectures represented in brief space the final result of a vast amount of
study on their part. There are two kinds of teaching—one simply conveys
information, the other besides doing this supplies the impetus and the means
to self-improvement. They preferred the latter to the former, for they were
convinced that “mere scholarship and learning and the knowledge of books
do not by any means arrest and dissolve all the travelling acids of the human
system. They kept before them the four-fold objects of education—educa-
tion in accuracy, in the power of observing, in the difficulty of ascertaining
tuth, and in proceeding from the knowledge of what is proved to the
thinking of what is probable.

Humanity cannot afford to lose out of its inheritance any part of the
best work which has been done for it in the past. All the achievements
of the Presidency College in the past are our permanent possession which
can be enjoyed without detriment to those other studies which modern life
demands—which no lapse of time can make obsolete and which no mult-
plication of interests can make superfluous.

I have been talking of the past. And I know that as Tennyson has
put it, for one—

€@

.+ .. The past will always win

A glory from its being far;

And orb into the perfect star

We saw not when we moved therein”.
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Changes are inevitable and are sure to come. As they come, I am sure,
the Presidency College will welcome them and assimilate them to grow from
more to more. Let the Presidency College remember the words of Lowell

“New occasions teach new duties ;—Time makes ancient good uncouth ;
They must upward still and onward, who would keep abreast of Truth;
So before us gleam her camp-fires, we ourselves must Pilgrims be,
Launch our Mayflower and steer boldly through the desperate winter sea,
Nor attempt the Future’s portal with the Past’s blood-rusted key.”

]
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J. C. Coyajee : In Memoriam
Dr. Naacorar Das, LC.S.

I had the privilege of studying under the late Prof, J. C. Coyajee at the
Presidency College, Calcutta, for two years, viz., 1928-29 and 1929-30. If I
remember aright, we are the last batch of Economics Honours students at
this College to have worked with him.

As is well-known, the late Prof. Coyajee was thoroughly conversant with
the Indian economic problems of the day. His forze lay in the co-operative
movement, the tariff problem and the problems of Indian currency and
exchange, but he could discourse with equal ease on other aspects of the
Indian economic system. What I remember very vividly, however, is not
his scholarship (which of course he had in plenty), but his incisive digs at
those who still clamoured for the Is. 4d. rupee and the gold standard. In
the sphere of tariff policy, he was an uncompromising advocate of “discrimi-
nating protection”: he had no patience with those who overlooked the
interests of the general body of consumers and advocated the adoption of
indiscriminate protection.

Later in life, ze., after he had left the Presidency College, the late
Professor resiled, to some extent, from the stand he had taken earlier (this
is evident from the address he delivered as President of the Indian Economic
Conference sometime in the thirties of the present century), but his philosophy
remained unimpaired. He was still a believer in the freedom of enterprise
and felt that if the State would only regulate, instead of control, economic
activity, everything would be well. To-day, we have travelled far from this
neo-classicism in economic thought, but the late Professor could not possibly
have foreseen the tremendous social and political upheaval which has taken
place since India attained her independence.

As a man, the late Prof. Coyajec was warm-hearted and full of sympathy
for his pupils. Outside the lecture hall, he would call many of them to his
room and ask them if they had been able to follow his discourses. And if
the latter showed the slightest hesitation in replying, he would go over the
subject once again and rest content only when he felt that his labours had
not been in vain.

« 8
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My Reminiscences
N. K. Basu.

In the caily nineties of the last century, when I joined the College (1893),
the Presidency Coilege Athletic Club was in a very bad condition.

We had no playground attached to the College. Cur only ground was
in the Maidan at the foot of the Lawrence Statue, where we had a tent, but no
sporting gear to speak of-—no cricket or tennis gear—only one or two foot-
balls. Luckily, footballs werc cheap, then (the best ones costing Rs. 12 each).
Very few could afford to go to the Maidan in the afterncon, Transport was
not casy in thosc days, the only conveyance being horse-drawn tramcars which
took a long time to travel between College Street and the Maidan. Frequently
also they were derailed and we had to get down and push the cars. Funds
were very low too. The only means of carrying on was voluntary subscrip-
tions and donations from the Professors,

When I was appointed Hon. Secretary in 1895 in succession to Nripen
Sircar (late the Hon’ble Sir N. N. Sircar, K.C.5.1), I found the job a bewilder-
ing one. I wied my utmost to collect the subscriptions and fortunately got a
good response. We purchased some gear and started playing cricket and
lawn tennis. The attendance however was very poor.

At the beginning of 1897 we got a very sympathetic Principal (Mr. T. J.
Rowe) and I started a campaign for making subscription to the Athletic
Club compulsory.

The wheels of Government moved very slowly and the Department of
Public Instruction was not very helpful. By the time our B.A. Examination
was over (in 1897), Mr. Rowe sent up a proposal to charge four annas a month
or Rs. 3 a year from every student. I left Calcutta for Comilla where my
father was posted as a Deputy Magistrate. Shortly afterwards I got a letter
from Mr. Rowe saying that Mr. Martin (the Director of Public Instruction)
was objecting to the rate of subscription and asking me to show the letter
to my father and come down to Calcutta. I did so and Mr. Rowe and I
went over to Writers’ Buildings to meet Mr. Martin. Eventually he agreed
to a charge of Re. 1/8/- per annum, and this levy began with the Session
beginning June, 1897.

Our troubles were over.

Principal Rowe continued to take a great deal of interest in the Club.
One or two instances will suffice. At the Test Examination for B.A. Examina-
tion 1898, a student failed. He appiied to the Principal for being sent up.
The Principal’s order was: “Will be sent up on production of a certificate
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from N. K. Basu.” Both the applicant and I were flabbergasted. What dig
it mean? I went to Mr. Rowe and asked for clarification. He said, “The
boy seemed to me to be a bookworm, and speiling his health. Take him
with you to the Maidan and back on foot and give him a certificate.” S
that was done.

In 1898, January, my esteemed friend, Professor S. N. Bhadra was Hon,
Secretary of the Dacca College Athletic Club. With the concurrence of
Principals Rowe and Rohson (Dacca College), we arranged an Inter-college
Cricket Match at Dacca. .

We won and I wired to the Principal: “Won hanasomely by ten
wickets.” On my return to Calcurta the next morning I went straight to
the Principal’s house. He embraced me and said he had already notified
closure of the College for two days.

His next query was characteristic: “Well Naren, I hope the boys are
all well. There was no indiscipline, no going to out of the way places?” I
assured him that all was well.

Of the Professors who used to take interest in the Club in my time, I
must mention the names of Bipin Vihary Gupta and C. Little.

Professor Hallward who was a reputed tennis player sometimes came t
the Maidan and gave a little coaching.

In july 1898, I handed over to my successor.
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Professor Kuruvilla Zachariah

A. N. Ray
(1927—1933)

I have been asked to write a few words about Professor Kuruvilla
Zachariah. I copsider’it a great honour to be able to pay homage to that
distinguished  professor of ours. No history of Presidency College can be
complete without a recognition of the lustre shed by Professor Zachariah on
the college.  For a period of over 10 years he was associated with this college.
His pupils were many. They will all acknowledge that Professor Zachariah
was a great scholar, a great teacher and a great gentleman.

I saw him first when I joined Presidency College in the year 1927.
He was to read English History with the first year students. The first
lecture I attended on entering the college was his. It left an abiding
impression on me. I had not previously heard of him. He walked into the
lecture room with a map in his hand. He called out the name of each
student and looked at each of us for a few seconds. His deep-set sparkling
eyes and his shy smile at once struck us. After the roll call he hung a
map on the black-board. There he stood and explained the geography of
England and the starting point of English History. He spoke sofily but
distinctly and his exposition was lucid. We followed his lecture without the
slightest difficulty. Here I am reminded of two of my colleagues hetween
whom I sat. On my right side sat Sachindra Kumar Majumdar and on my
left was Sourindra Nath Roy. We three became good friends and read
history together for 4 years.

Professor Zachariah’s lectures were always held at the first hour in the
morning. Our text book was Warner & Marten. He gave us the names of
a few text books and asked us to read Green’s History of the English People
as introduction to the study of English History. In our first year he read
with us English History upto 1558. He divided his lectures into select
periods. Very often he would go to the black-board and draw either maps
of places and towns or illustrate objects like pottery or weapon, armour or
ships. He taught us how to draw maps easily. When he would describe a
batdle, he would show the position of soldiers on the respective sides .by
appropriate drawings on the black-board. Not a2 moment was wasted during
his lecture hour. There used to be perfect silence. Every student would
listen intently. We all wished at the end of the lecture that he would go
on for another hour. ’

Professor Zachariah’s lectures to us were never a chronicle of events.
* He always told us why events happened and showed how causes would lead
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to such events. He explained the gradual evolution of the country, its people
and its government. His lectures on Early and Roman Britain were fascinat
ing. I stll recall with what clarity he rclated the transformation of England
from 55 B.C. to the time of the House of Wessex. To hear him was to live
in the days about which he spoke. His lectures on the Fcudal System, on
the Magna Carta, on the Renaissance, on the Reformation are some of the
memorable lectures which gave us insight inte the core of political, con-

stitutional and social history of England.

We had the advantage of being taught again by Professor Zachariah in
our third year class. He read Greek History with us. Now, his methods of
tudy were different. We came in direct contact with his scholarship and
learning. It was then that he revealed to us the object and purposes of the
study of history. He divided the study of Greek History into several topics
like “the Sources of Greek History”, “Expansion of the Athenian Empire”,
“Fifth Century Archirecture”, “Athenian Constitution”, “Party Politics in
Athens” and “Greek Philosophy”. His first few lectures were on the sources
of the study of Greek History. Those lectures introduced us to Herodotus,
Thucydides and Plutarch. Professor Zachariah’s lesson was that no study
of history could be complete without reading the sources and materials on
which history was written. The prescribed text books of Creek History were
Cambridge Ancient History and the books written by Grote, Bury and Holm.
His personal preference was for Grote. He told us that we could select any
of those books as a text book but he insisted that we should make ourselves
familiar with Thucydides.

He taught us the geography of Greece and the configuration of cach
state and of all important cities. In the third year class he insisted on
accuracy. His lectures were always illustrative. He taught us subjects like
the “Art of War” and “Architecture in Greece” with great details, Those
lectures were made lively and real by drawings and illustrations on the black-
board and by books and plates containing many such illustrations of temples,
gods, ships, pottery and ornaments of the fifth century. His lectures on
the Athenian Constitution were our first introduction to the study of not
merely ancient but of modern politics, T still possess Professor Zachariah’s
lecture notes. I treasure them. Every sentence of his lecture was significant.
Each topic was analysed with accuracy and care. We were given detailed
information collected by him from his study of the sources on the subject.

As far as I remember Professor Zachariah never brought any notes or
text bocks to the lecture room, nor did he read out from any book. He
would refer to the sources of Greek History, He would discuss their views
and versions. He would give others” and his own comments and finally he
Woul(’i give his conclusions.

I remember one incident which occurred practically at the end of his
lectures of Greek History. The last subject of his lecture was Greek Philo-
sophy. He told us that he would request a Professor of Philosophy to
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deliver the lecture on Greek Philosophy. He introduced a Professor of
Philosophy to us. Throughout the lecture Professor Zachariah sat next to
us on a bench and listened intently like us. It was then that we found what
a great student he was and that he had the humility of learning and scholar-
ship. Professor Zachariah himself again gave us two lectures on Greck
Philosophy.  Professor Zachariah’s knowledge on the subject was profound
and his lectures clearly unfolded to us the significance of Greek Philosophy.

The other incident I remember was when we sat for the annual exami-
pation in our third yzar class. Professor Zachariah told us that he would
allow each of usto bring Thucydides to the examination hall and if necessary
we could consult the book. When we got the examination paper, we found
that he had set down certain passages from Thucydides for annotation.
Those who had read their Thucydides found ho difficulty in answering those
passages, those who had not known their Thucydides found it futile to consult
the book. There sat Professor Zachariah on a chair with a smile which
discerned those who had followed his advice and those who had not.

In 1930 when we went up to the fourth year class, Professor Zachariah
went away to Hooghly College. We did not enjoy the privilege of being
taught by him any longer but he was always helpful and willing to guide
any one who asked for his advice. When he was in Presidency College, he
used to reside at St. Paul’s College Hostel. Many of us had occasions to
walk with him from college to his place of residence. Here again, I remember
another incident which took place on the way to St. Paul’s College Hostel.
Perhaps it is a trifle but it is not so to me. It was a wet afternoon. I was
walking with him from college to his hostel. It started raining. I did not
have any umbrella. He had his rain-coat. Two of us shared the rain-coat
all the way.

Professor Zachariah was usually reticent but on occasion when we
gathered round him he became an excellent talker. He would describe and
discuss trees, flowers, birds, pottery, carving, sculpture, painting. It was he
who aroused our interest in nature and in the Arts. When we were in college
those were days of turmoil and unrest amongst students. He disliked the
idea of students allowing themselves to be deflected from their sPhere of
study. Those were days of agitation and some of us had doubts which were
solved by Professor Zachariah. .

As an examiner Professor Zachriah’s standards were high. To obtain
60 per cent marks at his hands was indeed a distinction. He often mentioned
the name of Hirendra Nath Mukherjee as one of the best students he ha}d
come across. Professor Zachariah was never lavish either in his words or in
his awards. . .

T have had the good fortune of being taught by many distinguished
and iltustrious professors both in this country and abroad. It is no exaggera—.
tion to say that it was hard to find a teacher of the type of Professor
Zachariah.

A



Editorial

At the Centenary Commemoration Meeting of Presidency College last
June, President Dr. Rajendra Prasad, who is an ex-student of the College,
said, “We are celebrating the centenary of a college which has not only
witnessed in all its phases the great changes India has been: passing through
in one of the most significant periods in her long history, but which has
contributed, through its alumni in a large measure 10 the conduct and
eventual success of the various national movements launched one after
another, till their culmination in the country’s liberation in August, 1947.”

Today, India is passing through an even more significant period in her
history. India has undertaken a programme of development in its manifold
aspectsneconomic and polirical, cultural and social. Presidency College,
which is entitled to be described not only as a national monument but als
as an university by itself, has a great role to play in the development of the
country. Presidency College had been a pioneer in the field of Western
education in India. The College must make even greater contribution in
fashioning and determining the future course of education in the country.
Presidency College, which occupied an unique place in the field of education,
must continue to serve the expanding educational needs of the people of
free India.

India is aspiring to be a “Welfare State”. A welfare state will guarantee
a minimum standard of living to every one. The objectives of the welfare
state may be identified with the objects of social security as set out in the
Beveridge Report—the abolition of Want, Squalor, Idleness, Ignorance and
Disease. 'The educational system is obviously a vital element in this pro-
gramme but it must be borne in mind that it is only one element out of
many.

The importance of education is limited drastically in a welfare state.
Human beings have many wants which compete among themselves for
satisfaction, but the means to their satisfaction is limited. Not only may
the desire to satisfy the want of a radio set compete with the desire ©
satisfy the want of a new car but both may compete with the willingness
to pay an increase in local rates to provide improved education or improved
health services. If people want to spend money on entertainment or horse-
racing rather than on teacher’s salaries to ensure a better standard of
teaching, then they ought to do so if prime importance is attached to the
aim of satisfaction of human wants. Knowledge and education is something
that people want but the fact remains that most people want only a litte
education. Moreover, people quickly reach the stage when t'hey want other
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things much more. The welfare state does not believe in a hierarchy of
human values. It postulates certain values that should be within the reach
of everyone; but once these have been secured, then any form of sports
is as good as poetry.

Not only has education to compete against a formidable list of competi-
tors in a welfare state, but, in that competition, the scales have, to some
extent, been weighted against education. In the past, most people felt
attracted to education hecause it provided a means of acquiring the know-
ledge and the skill necessary to obtain employment ox, if employment had
already been sequred, because it provided a means of procuring a better job.
Employment was essential not only to save the individual and his family
from starvation and squalor for the moment but it was also cssential to
provide for his old age and possible iliness.

But, in a welfare state, he will be safeguarded from the cradle to the
grave. He will be given medical and hespital services (provided free in
Great Britain); he will be provided with a pension when he retires and he
will receive an allewance when he is out of work. FEducation will benefit
him, he will argue, only if he is ambitious and only if he wants to improve
his standard of living. But since education often fails to do that even for
the ambitious, he will argue, it is probably not worth bothering very much
about. Thus many teachers in Great Britain are complaining now about the
change in the attitude of children. There is no longer the old incentive
to study so that one may obtain a good job. The children are quite logical
in doing this because most of the reasons for which people wanted a good
job are no longer valid or will no longer be valid in a welfare state,

A third consequence of a welfare state that can be observed clearly is a
decline in the sense of personal responsibility. This, of course, affects many
aspects of social and economic life and does not merely affect education. In
Great Britain, it has been noted that there is an increasing concern on the
part of the parents to hand over certain responsibilities to the school—
responsibilities that have nothing to do with teaching and responsibilities,
indeed, which actually interfere with the teaching duties of the school.

In a welfare state, it is essential that entry to all schools should be made
more accessible to children of poor parents. This can be justified on the
assumiption that parents should be allowed freedom to educate their childrfzn
as they please. The difficalty in this case relates to the familiar conflict
between “freedom” and “equality” in a democratic system. Both these ide:as are
generally held to be essential to democracy, so much so in fact that if any
system can be accused of failing to realise them, it tends to be labelled
undemocratic. Yet the two ideas are often irreconcilable, and it is always
wise to recognise that fact.

If there was complete freedom in econornic affairs, some people Woul‘d
grow rich while others starved. On the other hand, complete economic
equality could be enforced by imposing drastic limitations on freedom. The
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same familiar conflict between ‘“freedom’ and ‘equality’ is also noticeable in
the educational system. Complete equality of opportunity can be secured
only by limiting severely the freedom of parents to educate their children as
they please. It is farcical to pretend that a child who has spent five or six
years in a class of fifty slum children, taught by a harassed teacher who
cannot control them, has the same chance in an examination at the age of
11 as he would have had if he had been taught for the same time by a
graduate from a well-established University in a class of twenty (which is
the case in many schools run by private trusts and missionaries in India).
Similarly, a bright boy at a local country school has not nearly as much
chance of winning an Open Government Merit Scholarship to the public schools
recognised by the state as he would have if he went to one of the many
established private schools in the cities. In any case, it is nonsense to claim, as
does the Government in awarding these Open Government Merit Scholarships,
that age, ability and aptitude are the determining factors in a child’s educa-
tion. If this is so, where then is the freedom, one may justifiably ask, to
educate one’s children as one pleases? This attitude should not be taken
seriously as the blueprint for education in the welfarc state.

“Consequently, it must be recognised that the introduction of the wel
fare state has not (as might have been supposed) led to more equality in
education . ... Iris interesting to speculate whether the growth of equality
and limitation of freedom in many aspects of life in Fngland has produced
this reaction in the educational system. Many parents doubtless feel that
perhaps the only way of safeguarding whatever is left of class distinction is
to make sure that their children do not go to State-provided schools.”

The role of education in free India should be evaluated not only in the
context of a welfare state but also in the context of the ideal and purpose
of education in free India so that it may benefit the people individually and
collectively or socially.

The position of the University is, therefore, naturally important in a
welfare state. A major task of the University is criticism, evaluation and
enquiry into problems. When these problems are social, disagreement about
anything the University does is inevitable. But, besides these essential
difficulties, there may well be others no less important. The public, at the
moment, has a variety of ideas about the University, its ends, methods and
place in society. There has been much discussion of ends and aims in the
Universities themselves: methods of teaching, students’ attitudes and the
like have been widely investigated too. The ‘philosophy’, critical study of
basic presuppositions and machinery have been considered.

The classic affirmations and denials about the University could not well
be more diverse. For instance, Carlyle thought, in effect, that personal

'C. D. Hardie, “The Welfare State and its C D ion”, Th
Australian Quarterly, Volume XXVII, No, 2, Julnz, Ig?;fq;eligezs for Education”, The



EDITORIAL 43

communication of knowledge constituted the University in the days when
books were not to be had. With the supremacy of the printed book, a
collection of books becomes the true University.? This knowledge-bound or
non-social view contrasts strongly with that of Newman, who in one extreme
statement was prepared to do without examinations, if social life was main-
tained.® Neither writer should be judged by his strongest views. Not even
Carlyle could ignore social life and Newman was not the likely person to
condemn knowledge acquired by reading books. But there is little doubt as
to which writer is nearer to the central tradition which still works among us
—Truscott’s dislike Of mere knowledge-shops expressed the same basic
attitude,

Though these definitions are apparently diverse, the diversity is super-
ficial, and the agreement is essential. With the exception (not quite certain)
of Carlyle, they arc all concerned with one main problem—that of providing
Society with a certain kind of Citizen. For instance, Newman is quite clear
about this personal influence of the University and, indirectly, so is Ortega
with his discussion of chabanceria, slovenliness. It seems that if the Uni-
versities concentrate on the task of “sending forth” people, rather than
teaching subjects, they shall be following the central line of academic tradi-
tion. But the point in question is whether the concentration on “sending
forth” people, rather than teaching subjects, will lead to the real advance-
ment of knowledge and the growth of practical and administrative wisdom.

Traditionally, the graduate (or University man) is expected to react
dependably in certain ways in certain situations (“To behave like a gentle-
man”). Psychologically, the traditional notion of “sending forth” gentlemen
entails integration of personality at a high level ; in terms of social psychology,
it implies that certain norms or standards have been thoroughly inculcated
in the individual. So the task of the University is, according to the tradi-
tional notion, to develop the personality of its members and to inculcate the
characteristics of group-membership in them.

Is there, then, a ‘best’ aim for the University relative to the community?
The University fosters certain values. All communities agree that they want
“useful people” from the University. (They may be wrong in the kind Qf
“useful people” they want, but the basic demand is agreed on). The
University should then produce useful people according to its lights.

“We might imagine our ideal community as that in which the business
of everyday living runs smoothly, at a level which leaves people free to

28ee “The Hero as Man of Letters”, London, Chapman and Hall, n.d:, Pp. 133-134.
-On this, compare J. A. Cardno, “The University Problem”, The Aqstral}an'Quarter}y,
Vol. XXVII, No. 1, March, 1955, p. 61: ‘Since in practice any University is a ,social
organisation to some extent, our problem in the ﬁr§t instance becomes one of the
working of a system of social groups. It relates particularly to the effect the group-
system has on the individual group-members.”

®See “Idea of a University”, 1852, Longmans, Green and Co., Ed. 1927, p. 145.
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pursue the less tangible goods, which issue in greater range and variety of
emotional experience and greater capacity for social interaction. This helps
and is helped by individual capacity in planning behaviour consistently ang
over a long term. The usual stereotype of the don sometimes does not
conform to this at all, the traditional notion of the University man does,
It may be said that the life of study is incompatible with being a “good
mixer”. But it is not necessarily incompatible with social maturity—with
consistency in behaviour, with calmness in deciding and acting, and with
magnanimity. This kind of person is useful and it is the duty of the
Unriversity to produce him, as far as possible.” ) .

There arc other leading ends in University education apart from the
development of the personality of its members. These would include
influence for good in the community and the advancement of knowledge
itself. Social influence may be at various levels from alteration In manners
or conduct, to social action proper, eg., treatment of social problems,
Secondly, if the University works in terms of the development of the
personality of its members, then its own organisation will gain in coherence
with consequent advancement of knowledge.

One of the most concise expositions of the “advancement of knowledge”
argument has been given by Professor A. K. Stout® Professor Stout says
that “to determine what is the primary function of any human institution
we have to ask what distinctive contribuiion it makes to human welfave and
progress, which cannot be made, or at least cannot be as successfully made,
by any other institution, and which is of such importance that humanity
will be the poorer for its loss”. Professor Stout argues in effect that the
advancement of knowledge is the Univc’rsity’s distinctive contribution to
the world.® Basically there may be agreement with his view but one may
differ with Professor Stout in his notion of the “advancement of knowledge”
and his formulation of the means by which knowledge is to be advanced.
The University may not only have to advance knowledge; it may have
contribute to the forming of conditions in which knowledge can be advanced.

Charles Astor Bristed, an American, a graduate of Yale, who came t0
Cambridge in the 1840’s, quoting Horace Greeley, stresses the personality

“See J. A. Cardno, “The University Problem”, The Australian Quarterly, Volume
XXVIL, No. 1, March 1955, pp. 64-65.

*See A. K. Stout, “The Functions of a University”, The Australian Quarterly,
Volume XVIII, No. 2, June 1946, pp. 3-14, at p. 6.

¢ On this, compare G_ A. Currie, “Universities in Australia”, The Universities Review,
20, 3, May 19f¥8, pp- 165-178, especially p. 171: “Professional training is just what our
Australian Universities do, and do tolerably well. The larger duty of the University—
to be a repository of knowledge and a place where knowledge in the widest sensc Is
interpreted in the light of all other knowledge—is given lip service, but listle effective
consideration.” And at p. 172: “ ... if we believe that the universities have a duty
to cultivate the intellect so that it can play on the march of world events and play
its part too in community and national affairs, their own training of the intellect in
some professional courses is not wide enough.”
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side of university education: “The youth who fancies himself educated
because he has fully mastered ever so many branches of mere school learning,
is labouring under a deplorable and perilous delusion. He may have learned
all that the schools, the seminaries, and even our miscalled universities,
necessarily teach, and still be a pitiably ignorant man, unable to earn a
week’s subsistence, to resist the promptings of a perverted appetite, or to
shield himself from such common results of physical depravity as Dyspepsia,
Hypochrondria, and Nervous Derangement. A master of Greek and Hebrew
who does not know how to grow Potatoes, and can be tempted to drown
his reason in the intoxicating bowl, is far more imperfectly educated than
many an unlettered back-woodsman.”’

“In practice the University appears to be conceived of as anything from
a society of persons pursuing truth, to a ticket office for prospective higher
remuneration. The later notion need not eliminate group life, but it can
alter groups (e.g., cut down co-operation) and be pursued in detachment from
group life. Consequently it can represent an extreme in practice. At the
one end of a possible scale, then, we can have the “family of knowledge”,
at the other a collection of ticket grabbers. The family notion is a deep-
seated one and of long standing.”®

“Family-character”, in any connection, combines the characteristics of
intimacy, inclusiveness and “belongingness” or loyalty. The notion of the
University as a group displaying the characteristic of intimacy, for example,
is in all likelihood no more than an ideal. Cerfainly, mere numbers make
face-tc-face social contact difficult. A University, of course, may perform
certain University functions, e.g., the inculcation of knowledge, almost with-
out possessing face-to-face contact, but it can hardly do anything without
arousing certain feelings of ‘belongingness’ or loyalty.

In the interests of preserving group-feeling and in keeping the members
of the University ‘fresh’, i.e, interested, there is needed, above all, contact
with his colleagues elsewhere. The br therhood of universities one often
hears about is partly a matter of contacts. Broadly, therefore, the task of
the University is to create the conditions in which a kind of person, useful
in public life, in executive and directive work, in the intellectual tasks of
research instrumentalities, is most likely to emerge. It is to be inferred that,
granted the diversity of persons who come into the University, a proportion
will emerge with leanings towards the pursuit of knowledge. The primary
goal of University education is the production of the proper person as an
useful member of the community. This role of the University is even more
significant in a “Welfare State” particularly when India is aspiring to be one.

o

"See Charles Astor Bristed, “Five Years in an English University”, New York, G.P.
Putnam, 1952, Volume II, p. 3. )

“See J. A. Cardno, “The University Problem”, The Auystralian Quarterly, Volume
XXViI, No. 1, March 1955, p. 69.
R4
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. India is confronted with the gigantic task of abolishing the five ‘gianty
“of Want, Squalor, Idleness, Ignorance and Disease. Only rapid development
of the country in all spheres—economic and political, cultural and social—
will make such an achievement possible. Presidency College, which has just
completed one hundred glorious years of its life, has a noble task to perform
during the period of transition. The experience that will be gained by the
country during the period of the development will enable the people to see
more clearly the consequences of embracing the value of the “Welfare State”,
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Provincial Grand Master of the Fraternity of Free
Masons in Bengal
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Which may God prosper
Planned by B. Buxton Lieutenant
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Constructed by
William Burn and James Mackintosh.”
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“T'o His KExcellency the Right Homnourable Lord Amherst,
Governor General in Council.

My Lord,

Humbly reluctant as the natives of India are to obtrude upon
the notice of Government the sentiments they entertain on any
public measure, there are circumstances when silence would be
carrying this respectful feeling to culpable excess. The present rulers
of India, coming from a distance of many thousand miles to govern
a people whose language, literature, manners, customs, and ideas, are
almost entitely new and strange to them, cannot easily become so
intimately acquainted with their real circumstances as the natives
of the country are themselves, We should therefore be guilty of
a gross dereliction of duty to ourselves and afford our rulers just
grounds of complaint at our apathy, did we omit on occasions of
importance like the present, to supply them with such accurate
information as might enable them to devise and adopt measures
calculated to be beneficial to the country, and thus second by our
local knowledge and experience their declared benevolent intentions
for its improvement.

“The establishment of a new Saanscrit School in Calcutta
evinces the laudable desire of Government to improve the natives of
India by education,—a blessing for which they must ever be grate-
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ful, and every well-wisher of the human race must be desirous that
the efforts, made to promote it, should be guided by the most en-
lightened principles so that the stream of intelligence may flow in
the most useful channels.

“When this seminary of learning was proposed, we understood
that the Government in England had ordered a considerable sum of
money to be annually devoted to the iastruction of its Indian sub-
jects. We were filled with sanguine hopes that this sum would be
laid out in employing Huropean gentlemen of talents and educa-
tion to inmstruct the mnatives of India in Mathematics, Natural
Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, and other useful sciences, which
the natives of Hurope have carried to a degree of perfection thet
has raised them above the inhabitants of other part of the world.

“While we looked forward with pleasing hope to the dawn of
knowledge, thus promised to the rising generation, our hearts were
filled with mingled feelings of delight and gratitude, we already
offered up thanks to Providence for inspiring the most generous and
enlightened nations of the West with the glorious ambition of plan-

ting in Asia the arts and sciences of Modern Europe.

“We find that the Government are establishing a Sanscrit
School under Hindu Pundits to impart such knowledge as is already
current in India. This seminary ( similar in character to those which
existed in Hurope before the time of Loord Bacon ) can only be ex-
pected to load the minds of youth with grammatical niceties and
metaphysical distinctions of little or no practical use to the posses-
sors or to society. The pupils will there acquire what was known
two thousand years ago with the addition of vain and empty sub-
tleties since then produced by speculative men such as is already

commonly taught in all parts of India.

. “The Sanscrit language so difficult that almost a life time is

necessary for its acquisition is well-known to have been for ages a
lamentable check to the diffusion of knowledge, and the learning
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concealed under this almost impervious veil, is far from sufficient
to reward the labour of acquiring it. But if it were thought necessary
to perpetuate this language for the sake of the portion of valuable
information it contains, this might be much more easily accomplish-
ed, by other means than the establishment of a new Sanscrit College,
for there have been always and are now numerous professors of
Sanscrit in the different parts of the country engaged in teaching
this language as well as the other branches of literature which are
to be the object of the new seminary. Therefore their more dili-
gent cultivation, if desirable, would be effectually promoted, by
holding out premiums and granting certain allowances to their
most eminent professors, who have already undertaken on their own
account to teach them, and would by such rewards be stimulated to

still greater exertion.

“From these considerations as, the sum set apart for the ins-
truction of the natives of India was intended by the Government
in England for the improvement of its Indian subjects, I beg leave
to state, with due deference to your I ordship’s exalted situation
that if the plan now adopted be followed, it will completely defeat
the object proposed, since no improvement can be expected from
inducing young men to consume a dozen of years of the most
valuable period of their lives in acquiring the niceties of Baikarana
or Sanscrit Grammar. For instance, in learning to discuss such
points as the following ; khada, signifying to eat, khadati he or she
or it eats ; query, whether does khadati taken as a whole conveys the
meaning he, she or it ‘eats’ or are separate parts of this meaning
conveyed by distinctions of the word. As if in the English language
it were asked how much meaning is there in the eat and how much
in the s? And is the whole meaning of the word conveyed by these

two portions of it distinctly or by them taken jointly ? )

“Neither can much improvement arise from such speculations

as the following which are the themes suggested by the Vedanta ;
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in what manner is the soul absorbed in the Deity? What relation
does it bear to the Divine Essence? Nor will youths be fitted to bhe
better members of society by the Vedantic doctrines which teach
them to believe, that all visible things have no real existence, that
as father, brother, &c. have no actual entity they consequently de-
serve no real affection, and therefore sooner we escape from them and
leave the world the better. Again no essential b“eneﬁt‘can be derived
by the student of the Mimansa from knowing what it is that makes
the killer of a goat sinless by pronouncing certain passages of the
Vedanta and what is the real nature and operative influence of
passages of the Vedas, &e.

“The student of the Naya Shastra cannot be said to have
improved his mind after he has learned from it into how many ideal
classes the objects in the universe are divided and what speculative
relation, the soul bears to the body, the body to the soul, the eye to
the ear, etc.

“In order to enable your Lordship to appreciate the utility of
encouraging such imaginary learning as above characterized, I beg
your Lordship will be pleased to compare the state of science and
literature in Furope before the time of I,ord Bacon with the progress

of knowledge made since he wrote,

“If it had been intended to keep the British nation in ignorance
of real knowledge, the Baconian philosophy would not have been
allowed to displace the system of the schoolmen which was the best
calculated to perpetuate ignorance. In the same manner the Sanscrit
system of education would be the best calculated to keep this country
in darkness if such had been the policy of the British legislative.
But as the improvement of the native population is the object of the
Government, it will consequently promote a more liberal and
etilightened system of instruction, embracing Mathematics, Natural
Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, with other useful sciences, which
may be accomplished with the sums proposed by employing a few
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gentlemen of talents and learning educated in Europe and providing
a college furnished with necessary books, instruments, and other
apparatus.

“In representing this subject to your Lordship I conceive myself
discharging a solemn duty which I owe to my countrymen and also
to that enlightened sovereign and legislature which have extended
their benevolent care to this distant land actuated by a desire to
improve the inhabitants, and therefore humbly trust you will excuse
the liberty I have taken in thus expressing my sentiments to your
Lordship.

I have the honour &ec.
Ram Mohan Roy.)”

FINCATEA A @3 Wicad A9 TEET-gel sEefted] fRute a6 A€
f2qq e 79l ST (oA s W eI | R iy @3 A| s
fafagitg “Chis paper for its good English, good sense and forcible
arguments, is a real curiosity, as coming from an Asiatic” | «pp(d
7| FS [ 2eriies Flarsly |

o gecea fafie @ve o3 BiF] RS 1 o3 B caitew
@G @A AT 9T (AR AT TentAEd AwIer A W) iz Toiwg
T30S Gig] w371 (39 T NOUFA| ITACEA I (A8 FRceT 1 swxs 42w
¥e neriiz @SE TEITS Weoo BIF| @ WAME AT 1 WF W FCEH
3 wdigge o safsa fAFs @[l @ | Tt sdisga g
THE R | Iy S e IS o cwiE IFEH sw eRferw
i Al Areiael sl < fA0, @% @uaEd qo @3 ACWAT L2AEA WA
wfiagey 9] 230e0n, ©4q 12 & fFacet IS 77, sfel @Ay w9 cfate
3 R i g30aw, ol frpeacane RfEcT sdin Afweds o fge
B | ES A I @ Akl foiF FRG Aites Ragte $3e ey
AW 3 w foge oI | BB IR WA FECE (¥, [RIENTA BITE] I,
® % 6 s FrArEd witad] Afesredm el 9 72 @I @
T #1717 wotqe: [{ragsta 4w fHaEa A [t aiiw 3R fefd arere
¥ SyfT 4 I (3 WAl | BTW M A7 A Frw



Sbr ceifreafy seg oAfaswl

TS o9 o7 alinT aREe iR, ey it eefe fRAwenss gk
TS | (FIET A0 = g TAgTA A AT v AR i
w7 agrFA Sl ] A RIS 2B AT Sw8d A TR W Qe
FCTT 4| T etae T, Wi fof et widingen 331 23rery ofv
ol Zececy o), 37 Reasal oRE b o @3 wwim ek
Frers FEGA A9 o) X TUCE TS LB 4 0w AT 739
gty FR0E o7 w30 | R A T Sl Wi 93w, s oy
TS GEE T R SIFA TOARS G AT Bt QIR @ 347 form
Fired ST T3 S A IMABT G a1 WY Toif¥s URFEA)
@i @3 [WRAT TBA gl Az, AT IMOW A G4 B oRR oy
Section of the Council of Education for the Management of
Hindu College wiffx Ragpcacad wetadtaty Brw| wafcam [et, <@ any
QTS BRI SRAT e e fEHIArET fve  creisE X R
T3] FreINT FATFAG gOrTAT W] SRIF FATE I 99 Ty
el SEeE el wfedln Face eiRifolg gy sy @ eifye
gy | @ faly Qg QgF amgu stz IEw S0 3306 Wi
AT 93 Y AF AP 7, IR OISy, e g, wiien
3, TR w8 A weAn SOOI oy BEw | 3uifacln W4 R T
we e ACT a1 @3F fAA e Saf cutAnE o7 (e
@3 @B FEA @ WO ICESIAGT Gy e @R 4@ s
s gead, wigl 230 Sizral sErdy, 1 9 Al sEA, wq fefa Aifie
( Sectarian ) gtaw 35127 fiql wh SR wraw geA IS wEaR
a7 1 fog ey e R Agw fawg vl AFies w16 ome)
Bzl Dame’s School wifix T s o] wifprea| afs oFaad
BT oty I9WT  cAPITTN FEMT WIS e 3@ dves NG
o Feama 2199 g2 oW #4391 (aAFUe W srAaw mys 3w WA
Feacsq 83 4N @3 cAbiTe) $rag M g3uits v (Afiten) IEAE
Boln wwey IS 2F@ 1 AT AW WT ATTA, OF XA AT IS,
celfrenl gcay 1399 29 Jeeacen wggn | Sghs At fr weem
72T AAFREN FCAT AFY WA FA AT ALS (FATA FAT I 46
wi Al 739 [AdsA| 039 SR Ao acsrad g ga e 909 |
31T (T3 Fgfavta At AT AT | WA G @iy e @3 RdEs



feg w3 (2T Ftee 3fvgs 55

@ feam 2QE) @ et wigl Feeney wowe!” «eriy GFRCNg =
220S 1] 0, Sead Wivg, o1 FReaw sy @Yere Soica afiis 2397 |

@A W (g =T cAfFeenl s Rl e (fice @3S
ey |

339 (e BETS S0 AN 4T (SAATAN MR B FCECHT @S A1
fera | 23 A50q 51359, 7, evq forem «@at o 517 4% atq) wvwq
farme foea | BiE5aty 11eeq fyer @ s «ieag wiole e | fefi awsw
Raw +ifgs 4fe faraa | fe@ 2wix) #AifReT @ Afte ¢ 57w 9] Sevacst
T | @IS A 8 AT FRAT (09 '8 TFS T oF Wi fareH |
ot @3 @m foram | 2d) “eccentric” «% Wiy “crmafEa iy {43 8
3T & WFAR FA] A | A9Y WOFA (2, We97 2 q(cFTH A5 o] 39
@RI ©3 {43 Ifecs o3 “@® @9 o Afe 1 5136 At wah
‘G fat | ol o 3 $iia AqF 4537 wioteed sfife sfal crara s
Bifgs gRABeam | AiCeCIq @A ww ) @ (737 Szl giceq) qriacaba
| §ifF feata 2ozl 33, of 31 ORI T00 G5 WFh Mg FE] Al
S| zge wiRfold Wy 9FEA I BB AT wra, Fef
@y oo “fo afece wifg 99, 7 o 221971 @3Ft @ cufey wedn
51 #l3te FfHce 91 F1B7 UTS, Wby 43 23 7 | 7T Stz wieag]
A% qace “crawl” =% i3aifEA 1 elgre Q2 I @A @ WA @ “rd
s gfire #ifF al | fof Sizr @t AW 913 JAECS (521 FECE, < otz
fog® qoa w3, 3wt otd 3 ARt R & wveamt, faem s “erawl”
3l (e frcem | {0 Afre 22T ¢, B1RGA e ol o) Sewmat
sificen 1 o st ata] mEifAs srfaes (HiFl [Rates s f&e |
@ BfFv Rotmcy e saes 5 dre 23S 93 g e w3l Ay
il «8aRw| fd 239 | 9 @fTRie FraAT RIHIAT LTIT T, O
Bi3ber Wity wizia Rea seife sfaifzeas | @ [Raw oF iz $igle
e fogam | fofa (RS Fear® gi=ieas o foer | 37 vihegR el
R 135ty fRvew, o @ Rel o gifaces @1 fof @3a offel salcdg
o Sanmel ARmre e | TR @id fefa Tty FEced, @2 oy
RO Ao Sizlg A ‘eNn” 2391 | Sizie wiE & @IhEme FEeAtzn
At “Soda and his pupils” «¥ fAgs fagl @3 #¥ Sz [1ew
meE FAmfEE | e @[eR fereia forew @ SRy A7 s 159



30 - ceifretn e “Afas

St w37 A resd faced | @2 o PIER A% 4@ AT e uy
Seuifeen | Rl Sttt gonid e beas oafa @i s fcerad e |

@3 Ty forifere Afcg] Feacad 59d fawe ftad | wit@al Stz afe
wor8 WFIE (%A | Sigi 9 [eaw wae| fa| @, fSf4 dimsfuag w
fRestameet stedd Ffcs sfiffeea | fof Foee Aueas S '8 7Ata el 7z
et At R fAew fecea | Refa sizifesicy Mental Philosophy
wdfe, FTY, TG ARer @iefs [arg Sore«t ficed | $iRH Soiwary efeng
wl@oics Ao Rl dfs s e 3R | SRifior w0 @ @7
TS S AfFeI eiAiRer | (37 (I 22MF @ IHAM AW oLl 71
T W et AT S| 3 A wRdifs @iTm ofe 3R FiE o0
N O ACA S PHCSA | &% TP Cq[Aq| ©fF7 FCACHA NGCFI| ©® 233
B | forifhen s A @le ae il Jwee Atz A, oir 9w
415 FRTSZ—

“Tocaifere 7iced wew el faem | fofa staem ¢ e o |
frs givam) Sriee fie oS, deq Rres s e 711 R el
o ¢ SFfEy 3% @iFl BEweE 9T ve EIRET @ SeiF iRl
wifece sifgs 71| o wife faiman @ 7@ fxtem | oy Frecen fooq 9990
{5 ot g2eefee | @R AT Sfela Yy Siziee et Ifq@l St
wiAceies | el afFce, “My boy you are not transparent” “f&l 3/ I
offl 7 s A2 7 Sfaw @2 oew oW fre | few iy fEEE QW @
“aitrn fRate?, fef ot IFCeT A1 @3 e el mued @i @
3319 alfs T que| FRced | Sz 9Fh FROICS Sig FrRAH AP
357 @ltg e YY1 ¢ IR Sz qfbe sigeacdns 9ol Jaroa-AiT-
T FICATA T4IF | ‘

“My country | in thy days of glory past

A beauteous halo circled round thy brow,

And worshipped as a deity thou wast,

Where is that glory, where that reverence now ?
Thy eagle pinion is chained down at last

And grovelling in the lowly dust art thou :

Thy ministrel hath no wreath to weave for thee,
Save the sad story of thy misery |
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Well let me dive into the depths of time
And bring from out the ages that have rolled
A few small fragments of those wrecks sublime
Which human eye may never more behold ;
And let the guerdon of my labour be,
My fallen country | One kind wish for thee.
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“Entrusted as I was for sometime with the education of youth,
peculiarly circumstanced, was it for me to have made them pait as
ignorant dogmatists by permitting them to know what would
be said upon only one side of grave questions? Setting aside the
narrowness of mind which such a course might have evinced, it
would have been injurious to the mental energies and acquire-
ments of the young men themselves, And ( whatever may be said
to the contrary ) I can vindicate my procedure by quoting no less
ortilodox an authority than Lord Bacon. “If a man”, says this
philosopher (and no one ever had a better right to pronounce an
opinion upon such matters than he ), “will begin with certainties,
he shall end in doubts.” This I need scarcely observe is always
the case with contented ignorance, when it is roused too late to
thought, One doubt suggests another and universal scepticism
is the comsequence. I therefore thought it my duty to acquaint
several of the college students with the substance of Hume'’s
celebrated dialogue between Cleanthes and Philo in which
the most subtle and refined arguments against theism are adduced.
But I have also furnished them with Dr. Reid’s and Dugald
Stewart’s more acute replies to Hume—replies which to this day
continue unrefuted. This is the head and front of my offending. If
the religious opinions of the students have become unhinged in

consequence of the course I have pursued, the fault is not mine, 1o
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produce conviction was not within my power and if I am to be
condemned for the atheism of some, let me receive credit for the
theism of others. Believe me, my dear sir, I am too thoroughly
" jmbued with a deep sense of human ignorance and of the perpetual
vicissitudes of opimions to speak with confidence even of the
most unimportant matters. Doubt and uncertainties besiege us
too closely to. admit the bolduess of dogmatism to enter an en-
quiring mind, and far be it from me to say that “this is” and
“that ts mot” when, after most extensive acquaintance with the
researches of science and after the most daring flights of genius,
we must confess with sorrow and disappointment that humility
becomes the highest wisdom, for the highest wisdom assures man
of his ignorance.”
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“T'o the Students of the Hindu College.

“Expanding like the petals of young flowers,

I watch the gentle opening of your minds
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And sweet loosening of the spell that binds
Your intellectual energies and powers, that stretch
(Like young birds in soft summer hour)
Their wings to try their strength. O how the winds
Of circumstance, and freshening April showers
Of early knowledge, and unnumbered kinds
Of new perceptions shed their influence,
And how you worship Truth’s Omnipotenc{e !
What joyance rains upon me, when I see
Fame in the mirror of futurity
Weaving the chaplets you are yet to gain
And then I feel I have not lived in vain, ”
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My dear Jagadish,

I would like to give a public lecture at St. Xavier’s College
Hall on “Telegraphy without wires”, but as the instruments you so
kindly gave are not in working order and as I would like to take
this opportunity to vindicate your rights to priority over Marcou,
would you assist me in my lecture with your presence and work
your own instruments. Let me know as soon as possible as I

intend inviting the Lieutenant Governor-:....
Very sincerely yours
E. Lafout S, ].
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