





The
Presidency Anivergity Magasine
2010-2011

Solurte T

Edited by
Soumi Mukherjee




Magazine Committee

Amita Chatterjee Vice Chancellor

Devasish Sen Bursar
- Sanghita Sen Teacher-in-Charge, Publications
Arpita Chattaraj Mukherjee Teacher Editor

Soumi Mukherjee General Editor

Kaushik Ray Editor, Bengali Section

Manohar Kumar Jha Editor, Hindi Section

Arindam Singha Publication Secretary

Acknowledgements

| thank Professor Amita Chatterjee (Vice Chancellor), Professor Amitabh Chatterjee (Head of the Department,
Economics), Professor Nandalal Chakrabarty (Head of the Department, Political Science), Professor Anik Chatterjee,
Arindan Mandal (General Secretary), Aritra Banerjee (Cultural Secretary), Debdutta Das, Aritra Biswas, Sabarna

Ray, and Saronik Basu.

My specials thanks to Saptarshi Deb, whose patience and support made this magazine possible, Nayantara
Chowdhuri and Aishick Dasgupta for helping me edit this edition. | also thank my Parents and Mrs. D. Mukherjee, my
English teacher in school, for making me believe in myself. Last but not the least; | thank Dibyendu Mazumdar (Non-
Teaching Staff, Botany Department) and Arindam Singha (Publication Secretary) for his faith and support.

@2011 by Vice Chancellor, Presidency University, Kolkata 700 073.
All rights reserved.

Cover Design by Sketch
Cover Photographs by Sabarna Roy and Aritra Biswas
D.T.P. and Printed by Print-O-Graph, printograp @ rediffmail.com/ printograph8 @ gmail.com

Published in February 2011 by the Magazine Committee, Presidency University, 86/1 College Street, Kolkata 700 073



Foreword

Let me recall in brief the significant dates of our prestigious Institution with an enviable
reputation. The Hindoo College came into being on 20 January 1817. After a chequered history,
it was constituted as the Presidency College in 1855. The first publication of the Presidency
College Magazine was in the year 1914-1915. The Presidency University was born on 7th July
2010. These dates would remain in shining letters in the annals of our Institution. Thus the year
2010 has been of momentous significance and an important watershed for the Presidency
College. Without repeating the information provided by my predecessor, the then Principal, in
the 2009- 2010 Edition of the Presidency College Magazine, | shall briefly state that the
Presidency University Act 2010 came into force on 7 July 2010. With this landmark legislation,
the prestigeous Presidency College with its hallowed heritage attained the status of a University
and our long cherished dream was fulfilled. The present editicn (Volume 71) of the Magazine
would therefore be of importance and of immense historical value and | am certain that the
Magazine Committee made every effort with their characteristic elan to justify the expectations
of all the well-wishers of this 193-year old institution.

The Presidency College Magazine has a glorious tradition of incorporating the profound
knowledgeable and valuable writings of the faculty members and eminent ex-students and the
creative efforts of current students . Unfortunately, in the past, the Magazine could not be
published on a number of occasions owing to situations beyond control. The enthusiastic and
assiduous students, ably guided by their teachers, have been able to publish the 2010-2011
edition of the Magazine in keeping with its long tradition and | extend my congratulations to
them for this achievement.

As usual, the students successfully organised a number of cultural programmes
including Milieu.The First Presidency University Games organised on 15-16 December was a
memorable event with a record participation of the faculty members, staff and students, and
was acclaimed by all. ‘The Present Students’ once again won the annual Udayan Mukherjee
Memorial Debate by convincingly defeating the Past Students’ Team, which was held on 11

December 2010.

Repeating what | have stated earlier, the Presidency University like other educational
institutions exists for the students, The faculty members and the staff are there to guide and
assist them to develop their talents, and acquire knowledge and expertise to enable them to
achieve excellence in their future careers for the benefit of their own and of the society at large.
It is for this reason that the students have to participate unitedly in all the activities of the
University, shedding individual egoes and differences in opinion, and maintain discipline so as
to fully utilize the facilities which are available to them. This would be all the more necessary
if Presidency University has to become a world-class institution in reality and not merely

confined to pious hopes and fond aspirations.

| take this opportunity to once again thank the teachers, the non-teaching staff and the
students for carrying forward the age-old tradition by the publication of this prestigeous

Magazine.

1st January 2011 Amita Chatterjee
Kolkata 700 073 Vice Chancellor
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- The Presivency ’Gﬂnihetsity Magazine

VOLUME 71 (2010-11) FEBRUARY, 2011

THE EDITORIAL

Like every year, and like every editor | too have tried to portray the varying views and expressions of the
students of this esteemed University. | spent the last three months in bringing out the romanticism, which makes
Presidency what it is. The myriad talents that | have come across have only made me even more humble towards my
work as the editor.

The much awaited magazine, the very first from Presidency University holds special significance this year as
we celebrate the 150" birth anniversary of the legendary Rabindranath Tagore, who to our great pride has been
a student of this college as well. The first magazine of Presidency University is a tribute to the Noble Laureate. A
special section in this magazine has been dedicated to the memory of Tagore. Our present students and our alumni
have contributed to this section. While going through the contents of the magazine published on Rabindranath
Tagore’s birth centenary, a few pages of which we have reprinted this year, we could not decide upon the pages
which we had to reprint. Each name that appeared in the magazine is as celebrated as the other. It is sad that most of
us hardly ever go through an old edition of the college magazine, but it is perhaps only then that we can truly
appreciate the heritage of Presidency University former Presidency College.

‘Presidency University’is finally a reality. The dream that once every Presidencian only dreamt of , was put to shape
only last year by the Government of West Bengal. | can still feel the ecstasy that every student shared when the
status of the University was finally endowed upon us. Our effort in producing this edition has been greatly
influenced by this spirit. It has been a privilege to be a part of this historical moment. In this magazine we produce
a few excerpts from the newspapers which had Presidency University written on it bold, the very next morning.

The magazine, | believe is the bridge between the present students of the University and the alumni. This was
only re-emphasized upon when the alumni of our college so willingly contributed to the Magazine and thus
making it possible for us to have an exclusive Alumni section. They had pleasantly surprised us with their encouraging
response.

We have dedicated a few pages in this edition, to our very efficient non-teaching staff, who have served the college

for years and are true Presidencians in the every sense of the term.The upgradation of Presidency College to
University would not have been possible without their remarkable and tireless dedication and commitment.

Our teachers, who have also kindly contributed to the magazine, were as helpful as they have always been. The
magazine, though mainly brought out by the student body, would not have been of the same status without their
contributions and help.

The inputs from the students, which capture the most significant part of the magazine, give us a preview of the
thoughts of the youth. The magazine aims to articulate new and creative thoughts, and | hope that we have been
able to achieve that.

Now at the brink of graduating from this University | realize how this Institution has urged every final year student
to realize his or her potentials and come out with the best.

| thank everyone who has been a part of this year's magazine. | hope it continues to play the important role
as it does today. | also wish to see Presidency University as one of the leading Universities in the world while
keeping its spirit of romanticism alive.

SOUMI MUKHERJEE
POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPATMENT, 3 Year



NOTES AND NEWS

The year began with the admission of the new
students and the orientation programme.

Like every year a blood donation camp was
organized by a group of students.

A statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was
unveiled on the 9th of April in our campus (In
front of Derozio Hall) with the help of West
Bengal State Marketing Board.

On 23rd September, Rabindra Smarane was
once again celebrated. This year it held special
significance as we celebrated the 150™ birth
anniversary of Tagore.

The Freshers’ welcome was another major
programme organized by the Students’ Union.

Before we closed for the Puja holidays, the Public
Speaking society of the University had organized
the inter-College Derozio Memorial Debate after
a lapse of 14 years.

An incident that left the student body, the
teachers and other staffs of the University horror
struck was the disastrous fire that broke out in
the Chemistry Department. The widely
acclaimed department was almost destroyed.
Many researchers lost their work. The
instruments ruined in the fire can perhaps be
replaced, but the intellectual loss is irreplaceable.

1 November saw another new development in
the University. Our first Vice Chancellor Prof.
Amita Chatterjee joined the University.

Right after this, the Part | and Part Il results were
announced. Some students were satisfied with
their marks, while others were shocked by the
gross injustice.

The Uddayan Mukherjee Memorial debate (the
present students versus the past) held in the
December was a success like every year.

ISPAT the intra-college cultural fiesta had been
organised right after this. The students were
given an open platform to showcase their talents.

MILIEU the inter-college festival organized by the
Students’ Union followed this. The performances
by the leading bands of Kolkata were a great
success.

To our great joy, the first council meeting for our
University took place on 5th January which was
attended by our Governor and Chancellor Mr. N.
K. Narayanan.

in January, another students’ programme ICON
was put up.

On 20" January the Founder’s Celebration was
once again a grand success.

Arindan Mandal
General Secretary
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Tryst With Tagore

Shritama Bose
English Department, 1st Year

I have not had the opportunity of making a thorough
study of Tagore. Neither do | consider myself equipped
enough to explore the vicissitudes of his life and/or
works in an article such as this. | shall still put down
my thoughts as an initiate who studied him in
translation for her Plus Two board exam.

We had studied his poem ‘Flute Music’ (Banshi) and
his short story ‘Punishment’ (Shaast). To me, they
represented two different movements of the eternal
cycle of life. Yet both dealt with the eternal human
desire of transcendence and subsequent release.
While the former was about the ethereal and elevating
quality of music, the latter dealt with the less subtle
device of death. Haripada and Chandara are both
yearning for release- one momentary, and the other
permanent. They are both victims of much torment. In
consequence, their yearning does not stem from a
sense of satisfaction with their lot; rather it is the
aftermath of utter dissatisfaction and dejection. One
finds that element of escapism which Keats has often
been accused of resorting to.

| have personally been more deeply affected by the
short story than by the poem. Amidst the hue and cry
that women’s emancipation has raised in the post-
modern world, a reading of the story gives us an idea
of a different grade of women’s emancipation. Here
Chandara emerges as a woman who is emotionally
complex, her being further complicated by her stormy
conjugal situation. Her love for her husband is too
intense for her to bear the minutest act of betrayal on
his part. Expectedly, she is shocked to the core when
her husband Chidam asks her to shoulder the blame
of her sister-in-law’s murder. Though he assures and

reassures her that she would be saved, the fuse has
already been sparked off. She becomes hell-bent on
dying and gaining release from the pangs of such
devastating love. Her level of intellect does not allow
her to comprehend the intricacies of her position. She
simply feels tortured. To escape her inner angst, she
is seen to be ‘bending for the noose’. It is this desire
for release, this hope of emancipation which endears
death to her.

And herein comes in Tagore’s vision. The story can
now be read as a commentary on the woman’s state-
both in absolute terms, and with respect to society. in
absolute terms, a woman -in her natural state of
being- will succumb readily to the sway of her
emotions. She will not make a forceful effort o
suppress them. Since Chandara is a playful, flirtatious
girl of nineteen, she is still close to her natural state
of being. She unflinchingly follows her heart to the
noose. When analysed vis-a-vis society, another
dimension is added to Chandara’s behaviour. It could
be her kuri-caste background which spells doom for
her. Her social status makes her suffer from a sense
of insecurity, which gets extended to shroud her entire
existence. Her estimation of herself is low, and
Chidam’s request only helps to worsen matters. Added
to that is an unpolished mind which has not known
genuine education. She is no position to think over her
situation; she can only feel the pain. Most importantly,
a reading of these two texts leaves us with a question.
Is this world so full of despair that only a
transcendental flight to another world could have
some inkling of hope? And we have the entire corpus
of Tagore's works and our own insides to search for
the answer...
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Meeting Prof. Suranjan Das
Vice Chancellor, University of Calcutta.
Department of History, 1971-74

1. Presidency has just been transformed into a
unitary university status, what do you feel about
that?

Well, | am happy. | studied at Presidency. | have very
fond memories of my College days, and | am indeed
glad that this transformation has at last taken place. |
have a very high regard for the academic strength of
Presidency. With the new status, Presidency must rise
to further heights. But | also think a structural
reorganization of Presidency requires to be undertaken
in terms of recruitment of teachers and development of

other infrastructure facilities. Until now, Presidency was

mainly geared for undergraduate teaching, though it did
offer some Post Graduate courses with complete
academic autonomy. | am sure under the leadership of
your esteemed Vice Chancellor, Presidency will fulfill the
society’s rising expectations.

2, Please, share with us some fond memories of
your college days.

| studied in South Point High School and frankly, | remain
relatively more attached to my schooi. However, at
Presidency | had the opportunity to be taught by some
of the finest teachers that Bengal had during that time.
They gave us personal care and attention, and
encouraged us to think critically and independently. | later
studied in Oxford, but my initiation to the world of History
came from my Presidency teachers. At Presidency we
also learnt a lot outside the classroom. The library
exposed us to the world of knowledge, and Mr. Probodh
Biswas and Mr. Subodh Biswas in the library were of
great help in our scholastic pursuits. Most important,
Presidency enabled us to interact with the brightest minds
of Bengal of our generation. All our friends from
Presidency are well placed today; interaction with them
helps me to shape my thoughts even today.

3.  Tellus something about the college magazine
at that time?

| remember we were excited when it came out. It reflected,
and | am sure it still reflects, the academic mind of the

College.
(The magazine was not published between the years.

1969-72. It was resumed in 1973.)

4 What has been your perception of
Rabindranath Tagore?

| see Tagore as a holistic personality. He was much more
than a littérateur. He was a philosopher, a musician and
a thinker with strong insights on how independent India
should be. When we interpret Tagore today, we have to
see him from this perspeciive. India is facing multiple
developmental challenges, especially in the context of
globalization. We can certainly fall back upon Tagore’s
vision of nation-building to confront the crisis. His ideas
about relationship between agriculture and industry, or
about national culture and education, or about how tc
interact with the outside world, have great relevance for
the present day.

5. How do you think the youth teday perceives the
“legend”?

The youth needs to know much more about Tagore. in
our childhood when we were first exposed to fiterature,
we read Rabindranath Tagore, Bankim Chandra, Sarat
Chandra, Premchand, Sukanto Bhattacharya or Satyajit
Ray. However, kids today tend to be first exposed to
Batman, Spiderman or Superman. Not surprisingly, a T.V.
Channel revealed how a considerable section of the youth
it interviewed coulid not tell for which work Rabindranath
Tagore received the Nobel Prize, or in which year he
received the Prize. This is certainly unfortunate. The faul,
however, lies not with the youth, but with their parents,
the education system and their teachers.

6. You mention the faulty education system, what
changes do you think should be made?

| shall focus on higher education. As | see it, the
fundamental challenge for our higher education is to strike
a balance between quantitative expansion and qualitative
improvement, of course, in tune with equity and justice.
Our Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education is about
11%, which needs to be at least doubled in the coming

" years to make India a knowledge-based society. But a

quantitative growthis not enough. The qualitative change
in the teaching learning process is also much required.
At the same time, expansion of higher education should
be in consonance with inclusive growth. The second
challenge is the threat of privatisation and



commercialisation of higher education. | am not against
private-public partnership in higher education, but this
should not degenerate into commerecialisation. The third
challenge is to have a balanced development of
conventional subjects and those in the emerging areas.
A decade ago there was in the West an undue stress on
applied sciences, neglecting basic sciences and social
sciences. It is only now, the West has realized that it was
a wrong move. Sadly, we are yet to take this lesson.
Finally, there needs to be a linkage between school
education and higher education in our country. That is
not happening. We cannot enrich higher education
without a scientific development of primary and

secondary schooling.

7. Students from Presidency sometimes fear
before coming to University of Calcutta, what do you
fec! about that?

In my student days, | very often found a contradictory
relationship between Presidency and non-Presidency
students in the Calcutta University. The Presidency
students tended to betray an elitism, which naturally did
not go down well with non-Presidency students.
Sometimes teachers unknowingly made things difficult.
[ remember that on my first day as a post-graduate
student in Calcutta University, one of our teachers asked
in the class who were from Presidency, which instantly
drew a line between the students of the class. |
understand that such things no longer happen, and the
divide between Presidency and non-Presidency is less
sharp now. '

As far as Calcutta University is concerned, there is a
wrong media message about it, and | request students
of Presidency not to fall a victim to it. If the standard of
Calcutta University is declining then you cannot explain
why it features in the list of top nine Universities chosen
by the UGC as “Centres for Excellence”. The University
has one of the largest number of departments enjoying
the UGC’s DRS, DSA and CAS status. We have a Centre
for Excellence in Nano-technology. Last year the
University established the Institute of Foreign Policy
Studies with the support of the Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India. Idon't think there is any other
university in the country which has a similar Institute. A
recent India Today-Nielsen survey has ranked our
University the first amongst all State Universities and
the fourth amongst all Central and State Universities of
the country taken together. The University has been also
re-accredited by the NAAC with the highest "A’ Grade.

It is, however, unfortunate that allegations are often made
that the undergraduate examination scripts of CU are
not evaluated properly, and consequently the students
from Presidency suffer. We have a transparent review
system. Ifthere is any error on the part of the examiner
it gets corrected in the review process. If a student
remains dissatisfied even after the review process s
. completed, a practice is in vogue whereby the scripts
can be shown to any subject teacher nominated by the
Principal of the College from which the concerned
students had appeared in the examination. | am sure
you will agree that this process ensures maximum
possible transparency. Many Presidency students have
taken advantage of this process. | do not recall any
instance when a teacher from Presidency has not
accepted the evaluation of the scripts in the post-review
stage. Besides, the Presidency students have been
performing consistently well both in CU undergraduate
and post-graduate examination.
| also feel pained when | am told that there is a conflict of
interest between Presidency and Calcutta University. The
relationship between Presidency and Calcutta University
is historical and symbiotic. The progress of Presidency,
even in the context of its changed status, benefits CU,
and vice-versa. | do feel that in the interest of the
advancement of higher education in West Bengal, we
need not think merely in terms of the excellence of one
University. But we should think in terms of partnerships
of excellence.

8. Your expectations from the upcoming
magazine.

| hope the magazine will reflect the multiple voices of the
College. Indian democracy can be strengthened only if
the pluralistic tradition in our national culture is sustained.
A distinguished alumnus of the College has aptly spoken
of the ‘Argumentative Indian’ and the Presidency
Magazine, which bears a rich legacy of excellence, needs
to enrich this ‘argumentative’ tradition. | am sure that the
coming issue of the magazine will fulfill this expectation.
| also hope that Presidency students will realize that their
education is highly subsidized by the society, and they
have a duty to repay their debt to the society to the best
of their abilities, wherever they remain and in whichever
profession they join.

By Soumi Mukherjee, Editor
‘ and
Shritama Bose, English Department, 1st Year



The Street Foods of Kolkata

Indira Chakraborty
Ph.D., D.Sc. FICAN (USA), FIC, FIMSA, FIWA, FIPHA
Chief Advisor, CCDU, Public Health Engineering Department, Govt. of West Bengal
Member, Food Safety and Standards Authority, Govt. of India
Former Addl. DGHS, Director and Dean, All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, Govt. of India
" Former Director, Chittaranjan National Cancer Institute, Gowvt. of India
Former Regional Director, South Asia, MI, IDRC, Canada
Department of Physiology 1965-68

The city of Kolkata takes pride on many things. The
culture, the art, the poetry, the music and the human
values of people, are all a way of life. Right -from
childhood, the Calcuttans, not just the Bengalis, grow into
a life style which gives them a mindset which is different
from that of many other cities and towns of this nature.

| specially did not mention another very strong socio
cultural aspect of the city which is its Food. While the
Bengalis take great pride in their cuisine which has a
strong tradition being handed over from one generation to
another, the city itself is a poiling point of many types of
foods of many cultures, many traditions, many religions
and many tastes. The Food and the Books are possibly
the two strongest cultural heritages of the city that it has
groomed along with its art, music and dance forms.
Talking about the Food cultures of the city the first and
foremost that comes into our minds are the street foods of
Kolkata. The Street Foods of Kolkata covers all tastes and
has a remarkable variety and overcomes all prejudices. it
has wide variety, fabulous taste and right from very rich to
very poor it caters to everybody's taste and needs.
Street Foods are ready to eat foods and beverages
prepared and/or sold by vendors in streets and other
similar public places. Street Foods are delicious, varied,
convenient, affordable and nutritious. Street Food Vending
is on the rise because of demand for low cost food and
shortage of regular establishments serving such foods.
We had done several studies on Street Foods of Kolkata
and observed that the city has more than 200 varieties of
street foods available. The customers vary from the very
rich to the very poor. For some people it is just a variety in
taste, (a popular outing and recreation to have some
traditional foods which are difficult to prepare at home),
while for some others it may be a matter for necessity,
either because they are for away from the homes or for
the low cost, even at today's high prices.

However, the matter of hygiene, cleanliness and
environmental pollution are constantly linked to the safety
of Street Foods. While the positive points are that the
street foods are always sold fresh, have minimal or no
preservatives added and often provide a very balanced
nutrient content, it does have certain negative implication.
The reasons for this are its low cost (for which they may
compromise with the quality of the ingredients and raw

[ ]

materials); it is sold in an open environment and in
crowded public places (for which pollutants like dirt, dust,
microbial contamination may occur); and insecurity (as
they are often not legalized and are open to anti social
elements).

We had, therefore, suggested a comprehensive model
whereby Street Foods which are so popular and have
such easy accessibility would also be safe and hygienic
as far as possible. For this to happen, not only the vendors
should be made aware and feel responsible for the food
that they are selling but the customers also need to look
safety factors when they buy street foods and also help in
keeping the area clean. The authorities like the Municipal
Corporation and the Police need to have a positive
attitude and help in proper placement and management
of street food vendors, so that they do not interfere with
the cleanliness, hygiene, pedestrian movement, traffic as
well as security issues of the city.

Based on this concept, certain very popular food items
were chosen like the Biriyani, Dahi Vada, Dosa, Idly Bada,
Chowmin, Momo, Egg Toast, Sandwiich, Ghugni, -
Futchka, Bhelpuri, Puri Sabji, Singara, Kochuri, Pao
Bhagi, Mossla Muri, Alu-kabli, Sweets, Chatu sarbat, Fruit
chat, Lossi, Bel sarbat, Fruit juices, Sarbat, Coolfi,
Moghlai Parota, Tanduri rooti, Chilla, Rice meal etc. The
vendors were trained and motivated and a list was
prepared to indicate the names and operation places of
these vendors, so that people could get relatively safe
food from these places.

It was heartening to see that not only the vendors were
very keen to participate in the whole process to serve food
of better quality but also shared a feeling of pride and
importance for becoming a partner in making the city’s
most popular cuisine more acceptable. They were also
quite supportive in following the basic rules and
regulations to keep the food clean without any -
enhancement of cost.

It is, therefore, an appeal to our young generation and
specially the student community to help support this
process to make the Street Foods cleaner and more
hygienic which reflects the wonderful cultural heritage of
the city. We have to admit that no other food can give us a
balanced diet of about 1000 calories in merely ten rupees
in these days of fiery prices.
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A Dream Comes True

Prof. Amitava Chatterjee
Professor & Head of the Department, Economics

From the early seventies, a large number of
outstanding teachers headed by the legendary Prof.
Dipak Banerjee of Presidency College were arguing
convincingly in favour of autonomy to Presidency
College. The college was a very special institution of
learning, quite a catogory of its own and unparallel in
India. Its alumini were in important teaching and
research functions in leading western universities and
were doing the reputation of the college proud. The
Government, however, refused to recognize the

special status of this college and grant it any kind or -

autonomy. Hence the college was staddled under two
masters — The State Govt. and Calcutta University.
Whenever a teacher performed really well, the spectre
of transfer loomed by to the despair and frustration of
his students.

The eighties went by and all the supporters of
autonomy for the institution were called “Elitists”. Often
there was a lot of disappointment at anomalous
results received from Calcutta University. This was
reflected by the results of the Review Examination,
where there was significant increases in marks.

The nineties and early 2000 were very similar and
little was achieved. The students became more and
more vocal in their demand for autonomy. Ultimately

the Govt. appointed a seven member committee to

probe into the issue of granting autonomy to
Presidency College. Most of the members of the
committee were ex-students of Presidency College
itself. The committee recommended partial autonomy

to the college and Financial Management Committee
was formed. Little was achieved in terms of results.

In the meanwhile there was a lot of discussion and the
department of the college submitted resolutions to the
College Principal for university status to the college.
The college already had 18 U.G. and 14 PG.
departments and had almost become a university. The
Governing Body of the college, its highest body,
deliberated on the matter and finally submitted its
resolutions to the Principal, who in turn, forwarded it
to the Higher Education Dept. of the State Govt. The
recommendation was for unitary university status for
Presidency Collge.

Finally an Act was passed and Presidency College
became Presidency University by Gazette Notification
dated 7/7/2010. The dream of so many students,
professor and several workers of the college had
come true at last. The first V. C. joined as the
University’s first employee on 1.11.2010. A one
hundred and ninety three years old heritage institution
had finally been converted to a unitary university.
There are lots of expectation about the new university.
Whether the expectations of so many people will be
fulfilled or not lies in the womb of the future.

Long live Presidency University ! May it obtain ever
increasing heights in the future. May it produce great
scholars and several workers and above all citizens
with a deeper sense of social confhitment. Our
college was the cradle to the Great Bengal
Renaissance. May it obtain further glory.



From The Diary of A Teacher

Anik Chatterjee '
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science

When the New Delhi office of the USIEF (United
States India Educational Foundation) informed me in
February 2010 that | was selected for the Fulbright-
Nehru Visiting Lecturer Fellowship for 2010-11, my
initial reaction was one of joy immersed in silence. |
felt happy, yet nervous; | must live up to the standards
of a Fulbrighter. It is after all, one of the most presti-
gious fellowships in the world! | opted to teach a
course on South Asian Politics in the Fall Semester at
the University of Virginia. It must be mentioned at this
point that Fulbright scholarships and fellowships are
offered for various programmes: doctoral, post-doc-
toral, teaching, leadership, environmental etc, and dif-
ferent individuals can opt for different programmes
applicable to her / him. The length and duration of
- these programmes are different from one another.
There has been a slight change in the nomenclature
as well. The earlier ‘Fulbright' is now called the
‘Fulbright-Nehru’ Programme in India because the
Government of India is now an equal partner in the
programme, and contributing fifty per cent of the
scholarship and fellowship fund with a view to encour-

aging more people from India to avail of the good .

educational opportunities in American universities. But
till date, the selection of candidates is fully monitored
by the USIEF with a rigorous screening of the appli-
cations and interviews (different boards for different
programmes) of the shortlisted candidates in New

Delhi.

I reached University of Virginia, Charlottesville on
September 02, 2010, and settled in my allotted faculty
housing. Charlottesville would be my home for the next
four months. This picturesque little city with “Blue
Ridge” Mountains all around has been chosen as “one
of the best places to live in America” several times. It
is only two and half hour's drive from Washington D.C.,
the nation’s capital, yet it is far from the din and bustle
of the capital city. Virginia, famous for its history and
culture, tobacco, and vineyards is one of the most
scenic states in the east coast of the U.S.A. The Uni-

versity of Virginia, adorably called the UVA by every
body, ranks 25th among all American universities
which is a substantial achievement. As a Fulbright
Nehru visiting professor, | was atta.ched to the Centy
for South Asian Studies (CSAS), where | would b
teaching a course on South Asian politics during the

Fall Semester.

Courses for semesters are announced much in ad
vance in the USA to enable students to choose among
several courses. In fact my communication with the
UVA started in July 2009 when | first applied for the
Fulbright programme, and | offered my course to the
Director of the CSAS at that time. | opted for joint
teaching (a common practice in many U.S. univers:
ties) with a fellow American colleague with similar in-
terests. The course was meant for undergraduate stu-
dents, and there were many takers, more than thirty,
for the course. Later | found in the class that students
came from almost all parts of the world. Unlike in
India, most of the American universities offer under-
graduate, graduate and research programmes, and
renowned professors, including Nobel Laureates, take
keen interest in undergraduate classes because they

. find in them fresh and inquisitive minds eager to learn.

Here, | found similarity in mindset with our former
teachers in Presidency College, traditionally known for
its excellence in undergraduate teaching. During our
student days in the college, several renowned teach-
ers in different departments, some. of them already
Internationally acclaimed, used to take very keen in-
terest in undergraduate classes. Now, when Presi-
dency College has become a University, a progressive
step considering the demands of time, we must be
careful about upholding the standards of the UG
classes, along with PG classes and research activ-
ties. The task is difficult and needs dedication and
commitment. | had to take graduate ‘seminars’ at the
UVA, and a few other American universities on invita-
tion, but | must acknowledge that | got maximum sat-
isfaction in my undergraduate class there.



To get back to my American sojourn, students in our
class were evaluated in four ways: (i) participation in
the class — 15 per cent of the final grade; (ii) presen-
tation in class — 15 per cent. Here, students form into
teams of up to three people and give presentations in
class for not more than ten minutes. They also write
up their presentations into 4-6 pages and hand it over
to the teacher before presentation. The presentation
and paper account for 15 per cent of the final grade;
(iiiy two take-home open book essays, each consisting
of four to six pages. Each essay accounts for 15 per
cent of the final grade; and (iv) at the end of the
semester, students are given the option of either writ-
ing a research paper of approximately 15-25 pages in
length or writing a take-home final examination. This
part amounts to 40 per cent of the final grade. As |
was told by my American colleague, this pattern is
more or less followed for many UG courses in differ-
ent areas for different semesters. Books and Articles
are referred for each course, and students are ad-
vised and encouraged to read these, and discuss is-
sues contained in these, in the class, in their presen-
tations, and in their final essays or examination. As a
consequence, an ‘analytic’ mind is developed from the
UG level. Reading Articles written by renowned schol-
ars in leading international journals, analysing these

Articles in the class in front of the professor; and .
writing research'papers of considerable length, - all at

the UG level, - indeed help to prepare a sharp, fo-

cussed and analytic mind from the very beginning. In

comparison, here we mainly refer books, and students

try to mug up portions of the book (not the whole one)

relevant for their written examinations only. We in our
system, seldom encourage class participation and

presentations, and allocate marks for these. As a re-

sult, our students probably fail to develop that ‘ana-

Iytic’ mind. The fault lies with us, the teachers, and our

system.

| believe that our students have the best talent in the
world. My interactions with students in universities in
different parts of the world led me to this proposition.
But due to our exam-heavy system, our talented stu-
dents seldom get the opportunity to develop that ‘ana-
lytic’ mind which would be increasingly in demand in
the world in an age of globalization. A ‘First Class’
holder would be of little benefit to the society if she /
he is unable to think and analyse society, politics,
history, literature, or science. Let us hope that the new
Presidency University would be able to produce such
analytic and inquisitive minds, and not dumb and un-
intelligent toppers.
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ek blatacharco o
leb Bhattacharjec to-
g_ ram t?\roué t?le
bifl that offers freedomto
Presidency College from
overnment control, rob-
ing Mamata Banerjee of
a possiblechance tocarry
outthe leform herself.
The government tabled
the Presidency University
Bill, 2009, inthe Assembly, (ljg
noring the Opposition de-
mandthat itbesentfor further
scrutiny. The House passed
the bill; which will enable the
college to become a unitary
unlvemg o
The Oppositiondid not al-

beats M

tendthe secondhalf of theses-
Sion in protestagainst the pas-
sage of the bill, and the chief
minister’s comments yester-
day on Trinamul legislature
par” leader Partha Chatter-
Jeeand the Congress.

A CPM leader said: “The
Opposition did not want us to
get the credit for Presidency’s
upgrade from a college t0 a
university. A section of our
Eart also had reservations....

ut Buddhada was firm in his
?]t_an E andthe party aipported
im

_ Accused in the past of
dithering on key administra-
tive decisions, the Bhatiachar-
jee government this time
acted with rare determina-

VICTORY AT LAST

tion. Ironically, the encourage-
menthad come from
who had asked at The Tele-
raph-Calcutta Club debate
[ast November why the CPM
had hot granted autonomy to
Presidency i
The passage of the bill
today means the government
hascompletedinjust over four
months what it could not ac-
complish in more than 3

Three successive chief
ministers —  Siddhartha
Shankar Ray, Jyoti Basu and
then Bhattacharjee - had
been presented with proposals
for autonomy, first mooted In
the college magazine inan uti-
sigtjedarticlein 1972 ltwasan

Bhattacharjee. Mamatii

open secret, though, that the
author was Dipak rjee. a
much-respected ~ economies
professor. But bureaucratic
dlUy-dallyingduring the Con-
%rFe,ss regime and then the

Mseagernesstocontrol ed-
ucational Institutions came in
theway

_ Alfttnugh  Bhattacharjee
himsttf was in favour of
granttofi autonomy, until Me-
miitalrerovocation he had not
wnrk® up the courage to
-iliove&s wish down an un-
wiillii party’sthroat.

Itfe Iwssiblethat the party,
rarini the threat of being un-
flinelectionsa year
nntyjb'aliscd it might alto-
gethwmiss the bus it the bill
was lot passed now; leaving
Manita with the opportunity
logribihe credit.

Aitthe news of the passage
of thebill reached the collegg,
Soma) Mukherjee. a second-
veag litical science student,
.said™ "There are so many
thinis we stand to gain from

this. Pre_sidency\INiII ij grly
regain its past glory but also
n'g/efon/\grdfr%m%e."

The autonor cates,

er, wanted to wait be-
foreraising a toast.

“What one has to look out
for is the choice of the first
vice-chancellor and the
that the government has o
nominateto run the universi-
ty till the council is formed.”
said Sukanta Chaudhuri. a
professor of English at Ja-
davpur University who had
left Presidency College.

Some jwople fear that the
provisions of the bill will help
the CPM include registered
graduates, whoare primarily
political appointees, in the

am ata to Presidency

Court, one of the main deci-
sion-making bodies at the pro-

jposed university.
Chaudhuri raised another
uestion. "Where to get 20
10 competent teachers?"* But
still he saw “hope" for Presi-

rinamul and Congress
eaders vowed to continue
with their opposition and met

ermor MK Narayanan,
urgl\r}eéhlmto return the bill.

mor o Send ki b
govemor tosend backthe bi
fo facilitate_further discus-
sions.”said Partha erjee

after meetil Narae/anan.
Bhanacri%rjee‘ 00, sawthe

governor later in the cay.
1 Seepage?

Assembly clears Presidency varsity bill

Oppn Walks Out,
Asks Governor
To Stall Move

TIVES NEWS NETWORK

KolKata: Presklency Collegewill
now be a university. Fighting the
stranglehold of j{'oUticaI hegemo-
ny that prefers loyalty to excel-
lence, the state’s premier seat of
learning finally has a chance to
write its own history.

The assembly passed the Pres-
idency University bill on Frida
amid an opposition walkout, Cel-
ebrations erupted onthe 1"-year-
old campus. Red ahir covered the
hallowed grounds, banners were
stnmg up (one of them 60 feetlong)

and the naysayers found themsci
ves outninnbered and out-shouted.

Presidency Col Iege—alguablx
one of thepest in the country, witl
an alumni list that reads like thi-
who's whoof modern India—cer
tainly has the potential for excel
lence as auniversity. But the jour
ney from idea to action has been
quite a rough one.

Backed by a Presidency alum-
nus —chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee himself —the pro-
posal faced stiff opposition from
within CPMand the faculty. A sec-
tion of the ruling Left is afraid of
losing its stranglehold over the col-
lege, In BByears of uninterrupted
rule, the Left Front government re-
fusedtoaccept that Presidency was
acutabove the rest. Granting uni-
versity status to the same college
is a complete turnaround.

Alarge section of Presidency

Fniits ofa long, hard struggle

e

's affiliated to CPM, feared

~UJ'irhegemony and strong-
si/d the move. Gradually,

the ranks of the dis-

senters got smaller and smaller.
On Friday, only 10Presidency

teachersjoined a grote_st march

the CPM-backed Gbvei-nment Qd-

Zr upgrade
aw to
i hoaM
tw ﬁmposal for
rsttime In
healwas the
juinctjsd. The cemBixJfor sr,
dht college

on
The Bivibatosh
CQulta andthe Ashoh Mkra
cow.nteslors had
that this cofiegc shouldnm
iiideuend»Bfi» andnet t*
fetteredwider the fwitrol of
CjicuttsOniwrtih

BjH

andO cenote'
bemgioduned in'ill's- ttK-
iihiveestiif tag has come, but
there ar‘Severai loopholes
that wed to tw kwied <rtoif
the rotlew realty h.«to be
upgraded toaumvprs'ty

JIVBw«dd not have:
wrthiHit itie help

o! chief mintsto' Bud#>«teB

ntMttachaiiw

the process of change has
mereb been initiated L« is
w.iftaiws « ho«the

sre*ctua »WiAd
«.! forirttfjoce.

inhiiiniciwve tobe
augmented. Sutmﬁ?m
totiew n hw. fast
riScient-y <sdrw
s
avheeO g
(hat aare airoadv ei*'ihe
autonomous stafos and
) -.,0«tbc<SfeQdt? w
trerof,-swsch to
Hnww ,« case
oftry >CdetfitHarrts.
Iwhe h' n*me new suAst?,
NaT tstCe* fr

rsTov,eS. Or* ihemehSiw
rar\G

ir--eerviy MmK | MR -f e
e <te jMtoroawee
pa-aphefUAath

‘adk-ss<P< agasof*

lege Teachers’Association. The op-
osition ran to governor M K
arayanan tostallthe bill. The CM
followed soonafter to explain why
the bill should be passed, showing
the determination of the govern-
ment to fight it out.

The CM’Scombative attitude
rubbed oft on higher education
minister Sudarsan Raychaudhuri.
in the assembly, when CPM MLA
Srutinath Praharaj asked the min-
ister to give priority to existing
Presidency teachers when recru-
timents are made for the univer-
sity the minister refused. “Those
teaching at Presidency were not
appointed to teach there alone.

lereisaselection procedureand
1see no reason why the C!.':rese_nt
Presidency faculty Should be giv-
en priority.” Raychaudhuri said.

) ‘Autonomy won't do’, P2



Hindol Ghatak
Geology, 1st Year

Ankita Das_
Political Science
3rd Year

I Situ Ghosh
N Ex Student
Botany

jarshi Bisnes
Pdlitical Science
Year

Sayantan Biswas
Ex-student

DolnaR
History, 2nd Year

Priya Das
History, 1st Year
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Sad, But True

Ankur Ghosh
Physics Honours, 2nd Year

Sometimes, it seems quite pathetic to digest the
present sports scenario of our nation, comparing the
others aspects. India, the land of 1.2 billion people are
not able to get their names enlisted in top-ten olympic
nations, which is quite expected from such a nation of
diversity. It is quite shocking to see the celebration
across the nation when a single gold medal is won at
Olympic. It seems as if we got more than we deserve;
whereas countries like Cuba, Kazakshtan or
Indonesia are motivating much better track record
than us. Its quite shameful, being the 142nd ranking
Football nation of the world. These are not new
problems but newly deteriorated sports scenario. It is
years old but has not drawn attention of authorities
and remained neglected as if games and sports are of
no importance. One of the main reason behind such
repititive failure in athletics and sports is its non-
popularity among huge masses of people. Very few
people posses interest in games like archery, hockey,
squash. According to me, cricket is mainly responsible
for divesting people’s interest from other games, not
because of its beauty but of its business favourable
format. Being a commonwealth nation, cricket has
always remained the most popular game in India and
unfortunately it is one of the factors which checked
India's sport advancement. There has been a lot of
scandals related to the game of cricket but day by day
it has become one of the most profitable business and
pulled many multinational companies to invest huge
capital on this game inspite of decline in its global
popularity. It is a fact that day by day the cricketing
world is getting shorters but still it is doing wonderful
business in India. It has become quite easy to come
under the lime-light and to become a popular celebrity

being a cricketer, whereas maximum people could not
be able to spot out many national football players or
national level athelete. Being a respected and top-
seeded nation it is a quite justified demand that our
country must grab a healthy position in various games
and sports. For this we need developed infrastructure,
training facilities and capital investment. Many talented
players and atheletes could not compete due to lack
of enough capital. Different game officials and
management personalities should focus on the
development of country’s prestige in various games
and sports inspite of indulging themselves into pool of
corruption or scandals. Recent scandals by organising
committee of XIX Commonwealth games have again
presented a multilated image of Indian games and
sports in front of the world. People must think of their
own country’s image before thinking of pocket. Some
of the richest people of the world live in this country,
and they must think about the matters and take some
important steps to change this scenario. Time has
come to think about the matter seriously by finding the
root causes of such failure and to take adequate steps
to make amends. | must specify the recent success of
Indians like, Saina Nehwal, Somdev Dev Burman,
Sharath Kamal, Vishwanathn Anand, Sushil Kumar
and many more. They can be the origin of new era of
Indian sports and games advancement. India have
already dominated the world in many fields like
science, economics, literatures, politics, films etc. who
knows, may be this time India would become a new
name in the world of Atheletics, games and sports.
We are really tried of cheering other nation in Football
World Cup, its not too hard to dream of cheering our
country. We must jointly take this as a revision so as
to add more feathers in India’s crown.



The Wooden Horse

Prarthito Bandopadhay
History, 1st Year

| once knew of a house, just round the corner. And |
knew the boy who lived there. When we were little kids
growing up, we used to be friends. | loved to go over
to his place, and play with his wooden rocking horse.

But it was not just any wooden horse, it was a magic
horse. Everytime we sat upon our steed, he took us
away flying through the sky.

We became knights in shining armour, with drawn
blades glittering in the evanescent light of the
rainbows. We battled dragons, slew bandits and
rescued princesses or sometimes just strolled through
the mystical lands of Neverwas.

Ah ...! How well do | remember those sunlit days filled
with rolling green hills and silent woods dapled in

shadows. :

And how*well i remember the horse ! The body was
painted white and his were a fiery red and black. His
ears were bordered with green and his maine was
auburn.

For a wooden horse he carried himself pretty well,
with sober dignity and pride. The paint on his left ear
was chipped but that was just a scar from a long
forgotten adventure in a half forgotten dream.

We loved that horse. He was our friend, and a mighty
loyal one at that. He stayed by us every momment of
our little lives.

But almost too soon it seemed that our bright strong
steed became ‘just’ a wooden horse. And one day it
was gone. The empty space was soon filled up with

another distraction. A mass of wires and plugs and a -

glaring black screen. After all — as his mother said —
we were growing older ...

The horse was put into the attic. The room was dusty
and cramped. It had a single window through which a
flicker of sunlight partialy lit up the darkness. The toy
horse was stacked into a corner and was left there
fettered to the darkness and dead dreams. The door
was left ajar.

The horse knew nothing of growing up, of old dream
dying and new ones being born. He knew not why he
was put away. But he came to accept it, just like he
accepted the fact that he was made of wood. And
accepting that, he waited for his friends to come back.
He was still loyal to us and did not even think that he
was abandoned even though he hated the dark. So in
that room with a shaft of dusty sunlight, forgotten
among still born dreams he waited.

We grew up, and time went on at its own pace. Iy
visits to their house became less and less frequen
until one day it just stopped. Studies became mor
important and ‘Careers’ took a new meaning. | wante
to be a proffesor and he aspired to be an artist. So we
parted ways.

After a few months of getting my Ph.d. | got a job a
a small college. But the other boy didn't make it as an
artist. He took up his family business and went abou
his job with a facade of a smile. And each night, night
by night he slowly forgot to dream.

And in the attic through a crack in the door the horss
watched the torment his old friend went through. He
watched as the boy who once had whispered to him
that he was not a toy but a tall white horse, the boy
he loved, slowly lost his dreams. And little drops o
tears rolled down his wooden cheeks and splashed
into the wooden floor.

One night it was raining. The still house drummed with
the sound of raindrops upon the window sills and
tracks of water stained the glass. And in that silence
(For in that house no one spoke anymore), the
wooden toy finally decided that it was time to wake his
old friend up so that he may dream again. So the
horse waited for his friend to sleep.

The boy who had now grown up into a man came up
the stairs. The horse picked up his ears as the
footsteps reverbated in the room.

Up the man came, his head full of the days figures
and the figures of the day before, and making his bed
he went to sleep. ‘

In the middle of the night he suddenly woke up to find
his old rocking horse standing by his bed staring down
at him with glistering eyes and silent wishes.

For a long while he stared into the horses eyes. And
finally he understood and smiled. He truly smiled after
so0 many years. He wrapped his arms around the
wooden neck and wiped his tears away in the warm
auburn mane. .

The next morning the startled neighbourhood woke up
to a burst of laughter coming from the house, whence
no laugh ever came. | ran to the window and looked
out.

A'nd | saw a wooden horse galloping across the sky
his auburn mane a flowing and sitting upon his back
was a boy, laughing, dressed in shining mail.

And as the busy city stood still and looked on in
wonder, the horse and the rider rode into the dawn.



My First Class At Presidency
Meenakshi Ghosh
Botany, 2nd Year (UG)

A rainy morning marked the beginning. | just have
rainy days — “water water everywhere”, and this was
the start of a new chapter in my life, the first day of
college. | woke up early. At around 7 o’clock (which is
early for me). There was a kind of enthusiasm and an
element of disbelief too. | couldn’t believe that finally
my school days were over!

| had my class at 10 o'clock. | had planned the
previous night on leaving my house at 8.30 am, which
would be enough for reaching college on time. The
journey to the bus stand took 20 minutes and there |
saw a never ending line! | stood at the end of the line
and heard some women grumbling on the irregularity
of the bus service. A little later a bus arrived. “/ woula
miss the last window seat”, | said to myself. Though it
was raining qutie heavily and | wouldn’t be able to
open the window, but still | wanted the window seat. |
skipped my turn and stood in the next bus line,
oblivious of the time. It was when | left my turn; |
realized that it was 9.20 am. “/ would be late”. |
mumbled, ‘but the window seat is worth it”, | said,
pacifing myself.

After about 10 minutes the next bus arrived. | was
delighted to get my desired seat. | occupied my seat
and took out my cell and started sending sms-s! | had
wondered before what would | do for 46 minutes on
my way to college and the idea of sending sms-s
seemed good!

9.55 am. and still a long way to go! It was obvious |
wouldn’t reach on time. | started to feel guilty for
having left the first bus merely for a window seat. |
called up one of my classmates to inquire if the class
had started the class. Thankfully the class did not
start yet but | learnt our HOD was going to take the
first class. Now that was a bad news. First day of my
college, and | was going to be terribly late in my first
class! Silly thoughts began to crisscross my mind ...

“Would our HOD mark me as a late comer in the
coming 3 years of my college life?? After all, first
impression is the last impression!!”

10 minutes pas 10 ... and | was standing in front of
CU! Another 6-7 minutes’ walk from here! | literally
began to run, at the same time careful of not slipping
(I am very (in) famous for slipping and falling in the
most unexpected situtations, and the wet road just
increased the probability!!).

N finally reached Baker’s. As | began ascending the

stairs | was reminded of the story, my biology sir had
told me once, of a true incident. it was on these stairs
of Baker where Netaji had slapped Oten, a white
professor! As | climbing, | started wondering if it was
actually here where Netaji had actually stood and
slapped him. | had no time to wait there and ponder
more on the incident. | started walking fast through
the corridor.

A man standing in the corridor asked me “first year??”
I nodded nervously “yes”. He replied back. “class
shuru hoygeche to!!” (Your class has already started!!)
I didn’t wait there for him to end and his voice faded
away ... “taratari jao ... sir rege jaaben!!” (Go quickly
... or else sir will get angry!!). This only made me more
nervous.

| was literally frightened when | knocked on the door,
expecting a “good” scolding in front of the entire class!’
“How embarrassing it is to get scolded on the first
day... in front of new class mates”, | wondered. | asked
feebly if | could come in. From inside came a voice —
“come in”. | looked at the entire class and then gave
a glance at the professor standing in front of the
projector screen. “Take your place”, he said to me.

| looked for place in the dark and sat in the last row
of the gallery. The class ended after about.half an
hour. | had attended the first class of my college!!



Shakti In The Glint Of Emancipation

Ankita Chakrabarty
Sociology, 2nd Year

Since time immemorial the breadth of the eternal has
been acknowledged, leading man to the path of a
higher manifestation of enriched reality. Every new age
of awakening has been inspired by inner creative urge
of mioral liberation of the humanity. The greater era of
man’s comprehensive vision binds the human
intelligence into an intuitive mentality. A glint of this
attempt raising and extending from the past epochs of
the freedom movement of India is already visible in
the history. The wrath of the alien subjugation crushed
the ali-informing spirit of fullness that heals the
scission between thought and life. The nation’s
resignation sought the voices of the dawn to release
the real soul of India into expression.

In the threshold of a new age of liberation a group of
sovereign scholars with their productive brilliance
curved a metaphor to convince the imagination. Often
immense adversity of fascism smashed the ideals of
nationalism into pieces. Mixture of skepticism and
slogans blended into fascist salute to hammer
everybody into one amorphous shape. Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, one of the most powerful
intellects produced by India in the nineteenth century
stimulated Indian nationalism with his political novel,
Anandamath. In this gospel of India’s struggle for
political independence he also wrote Bande Mataram
— Hail Motherland and gave India its first national
song, which later became the rallying cali of the mass.
In Bande Mataram he expressed his vision of Mother
India as a Goddess. His vision of Mother India as
Shakti — the crowning excellence of holy and
venerable woman sparked his compatriots across the
nation. Though our ancient epic Ramayana had spoke
of the superiority of ‘Mother’ and ‘Motherland’ to that of
‘Heaven’ but it was only in the time of British reign that
we finally learnt to recognize our motherland as
mother. Chatterji's interpretation of the motherland
with regards tc the features of versatility, progression
and powerfulness lulied the naiizn in rags and tatters
to vitality of spirit. In Anandamath, Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee perfectly modeled India as reverend Mother
to the Indian minds, which is carefully accurate to the
various attributes of the Goddess Shakti that delights
in harmony of forms for its own sake. Through the
character ‘Mahatma’of his novel, Chatterji completely
merged Mother India with the different forms of
Goddess Durga. This interpretation achieved to

discover a luminous soul in the translucey’
atmosphere of freedom in the Infinite. He realizef
three phases of India amidst the whole multiplicity o .
Shakti. In the first phase, he discussed about
gigantic, imposing, resplendent, almost a living map f
India’. Mother India established its civilization amids
impregnable dense forest rich in flora and fauna, rare
spices of animal and a huge reserve of miner .
resources. Heavenly music added the sancity and
serenity of the holy land. Then India was, ‘thy body of
beauty armour-clad, Mother giver of victory’ — the age
was in the bosom of the eternal across the mysti
shrine of the Divine. It was beyond the subjugation of
alien rulers. The abundance of the nation fed the
variegated imagination of an awakening India
According to Bankim Chandra Chatterji India at that
juncture resembled Goddess Jagaddhatri, rider on the
lion, and trident in hand. In the second phase, Chatterj
portrayed a map of India in ‘rags and tatters’, placed
in a dark tunnel where hardly any light poured to
reflect its description. It implied the callous state of
Mother India during the period under atrocious
subjugation. ‘This is what our Mother India is today,
the character Mahatma expressed in Anandamath.
‘She is in the gloom of famine, disease, death
humiliation and destruction.’ Here Chatterji compared
Mother India with Goddess Kali — naked, garlanded
with human heads, sword in hand to slay the Asura,
all the evil and dispel the ignorance around. She
embraced the fierce in India’s battle to create a world
of emancipated will. She was robbed of her love's
wooing leaving that semblance of beauty a deception.
Independent India free from the tentacles of imposed
slavery has been compared with the epithet of
Goddess Durga, holding ten weapons in ten hands to
root out all obstacles and instill true knowledge, faith,
devotion etc. Mahatma guided Mahaendra through
another dark tunnel and suddenly faced heavenly light
inside the room. ‘The effulgence of the light was
radiating from the map of a golden India — bright,
beautiful, full of glory and dignity!" India will spread her
silent power of inspiration across the seas and

‘mountains. The glow of the divine limbs will scatter the

darkness and spread light. Mother will fulfill the
yearnings of her children by mastering the instrument .
of science and progress and spreading the enriched -
values across the geographical demarcation. Al the :



traits of fundamentalism will be dawned by universal
integration. Spiritual perfection will comprehend all the
riches of life and give them a great unity of meaning.
Chatterji’'s interpretation had woven a new philosophy
by uniting the heavenly with that of the earthly — Divine
and the Shakti with the nation. Thus in our country
religion and patriotism had never been in terms of
conflict. Through surrender and self-consecration India
will descend on the perfect state of freedom and
eternal bliss. The final dream was a step in evolution,
which would raise the nation to a higher and larger
consciousness and begin the solution of the problems,
which had perplexed and vexed her since she ever
dreamt of an integrated and structured development.

Sri Aurobindo, adored as ‘a patriot and a prophet’ of
modern India made concerted efforts to rouse up the
national spirit of the Indian masses through his
seditious articles. One of the most remarkable
peculiarities of Sri Aurobindo’s genius is the originality
with which he absorbed the spirit of nationalism and
turned it into something essentially with which he
absorbed the spirit of nationalism and turned in into
something essentially the same and yet new and
different. he composed the Durga Stotra which first
appeared in the 4 October 1909 issue of Dharma, a
Bengali weekly edited by Sri Aurobindo. In the
composition he also attempted to define and depict

the spiritual impulse of the Shakti in the age long ideal
of India. He comprehended the Divine in our
Motherland, as inwardly being with God will be its one
creed and dogma. Sri Aurobindo in his Durga Stotra
glorified the Shakti as,

“Come, Revealer of the hero-path. We shall no longer
cast thee away. May our entire life become a
ceaseless worhsip of the Mother, all our acts a
continuous service to the Mother, full of love, full od

- energy. This is our prayer, O Mother, descend upon

earth, make thyself manifest in this land of India.”

The manifestation of the Infinite in the reality of India’s
political condition compelled a fresh struggle for
liberation in the presence of the Supramental. Thus
Sri Aurobindo said and rightly said man cannot by his
own effort make himself more than man, but he can
call down the divine Truth and its powers to work in
him. Descent of the Divine Nature can alone divinise
the human receptacle. The nation's comparison with
Shakti in the course of India’s freedom movement by
different scholars acted as a supreme transmuting
power, which organized the whole of the nation under
the sole and the most powerful rallying cry — Bande
Mataram.

An Optimist Indian

Shreya Das
Political Sciencz, 2nd Year

‘So far as | am able to judge, nothing has been left
undone, either by man or nature to make India the most
extraordinary country that the sun visits on his rounds.
Nothing seems to have been forgotten, nothing
overlooked’ — Mark Twain

Those words of the noted foreign author kept me
pondering over the validity of the above comment. Has
this country really achieved something that could be
termed as extraordinary. As far as natural environment
is concerned, the answer is obviously a big yes yet
when think about the contribution of its citizens, a big
question mark seems to haunt us. Critics ask us to get
real. Our country is a developing one with nearly 20%
food inflation, corrupt practice by government official,
the legal system designed to drag cases to the extent
the word “justice” becomes a mere mc_>ckery. Our
politicians care little about anything that dirty concern
their warming elution factors. Most are usually drlve_n
by caste, religious, traditional or dynastic

considerations. We are a nation born with rampant
malnutrition and illiteracy and still the country has not
been fully been able to come out of this tarvished
image. All this boils down to the very fact that despite
emotional and fiery speeches, patriotism becomes
something that is better kept aside if one wants to have
booming carrer optinons get head in life.

However as an underage optimist when generation look
at the society, somewhere in there is a deep cry to
change it all when we compare our country to those of
our neighbours and other developing ones, somewhere
we do feel that we are better off. India being the 7th
largest country and having such cultural diversity yet
the ‘unity in diversity’ makes us proud. We did achieve
the status of the largest democracy in the world and
continue to be an area of attraction for the developed
nations. Hope reude eternally in the human heart. That
what keeps us Indians going.



Man and Nature the associated ones

Shreya Chaudhuri
Environmental System Management, 2nd Year

Last Episode

It was 10.15 pm and tune to her routine, Pujashree
logged on to her gmail account. She found a new
request waiting for her acceptance in the gtalk profile.
With the subject “Environment the covering of life”, as
she read it. With a personal liking over this subject she
accepted the request. The person sent her the first
“pug” and the conversation continued. Soon they
became engaged in their respective views over Mother
Nature, her resources. Sustainable development,
aesthetic value that make this life a most beautiful one.
Natural blues and greens make earth next to heaven
and the best place to live in. Pujashree said that she
works in Multinational company where she doesn't
have the right to convey her feeling but talking with
“Environment the covering of life” makes her feel
independent like a bird as she can express her realistic
views without having the fear of being “find”.

Episode -6

On the leaving end of tiring day Pujashree logged to on
her gmail account. “Environment the covering of life”
send her a “pug”. Pujashree was buzy talking to her
collegues about office affairs. It was the year end
Pujashree was buzy checking business affairs, profits,
balance sheets, management and last but not the least
pollution control. Her Boss made her feel like a fish out
of water the whole time as the total loss of the company
for Environmental Management was put to her.
Pujashree was happy when she arrived at the office as
it was the pay day but everything was washed away by
the bitter words of the Boss. Pujashree just overlooked
“Environment the covering of life” where ever the “pug”
came.

Pujashree started avoiding her friend and this had been
the case for last one month.“Environment the covering
- of life was someway distarious” by her heaviour but was
unable to reach the problem.

Episode - 1

Pujashree was addicted in spending hours together
chatting with “Environment the covering of life” as the
nick named ‘Oxygen’ was a true friend to her. Their-
ideologies, like, dislikes matched and they were both
happy. ‘Oxygen’ gave her the knowledge about the
environment, it management and importance. As one
cannot live without breathing oxygen so was Pujashree

incomplete without her friend. Anthropogenic pulse
are devastating Environment markedly thus for
preservation everyone should be well awared For s
very cause Environment has been a subjy
compulsory at every stage of Education. Both of they
were well aware of these facts and they joined hang
for saving Earth fromthe darkest shades.

Episode -2

One day they were talking about there daily workous

and ‘Oxygen’ found Pujashree a bit upset. After a lon

ifs and buts Pujashree shared her grief with her pi

Pujashree had been working at the Multinationd

company as an Environmental Manager for the sam

interest of course. The company appointed her to kegp

database about Pollution Records the compan
makings and the relative costs the company have
spend regarding their treatment. Pujashree was happ
with her job until the day when her Boss called her and
ordered her to produce balance sheet regarding the
treatment of waste so as to earn a huge profit out of i
Pujashree was a bit tense as she has to continue th
job for sustaining her life at the same time it was beyond
her ethical views. “Oxygen” told her not to get worried
but she was in a do or die situation. That day she logged
on for a longer time searching for jobs here and there.
While searching she found an advertisement reading
“Forget a part of life within 30 days”. She logged on and
found many details it was written we assume
remarkable progress and 100% result was guaranteed
at the end of the session.

Episode -3

Pujashree logged on to her account for talking with he
friend. “Oxygen” wanted her to relaxe but she faceda
dubious situation what to do next? Would she follow
“Oxygen” advise and her heart on she would have
compromise? She was in need of money and was not
been able to take up a decision to shift from this job or
not.

Episode -4

She made up her mind to go to the organisation for
deleting “Environmental Management”, formerly a part
of her favourite from her life. They told her to bring every
possession she had related to this the next day. She
found her conversion with oxygen, poetry’s that she
wrote at different stages of her life, books regarding this



topic and the sapling she planted in a pot by the side of
her bedroom. They were assets in life but she had to do
the wrost for her needs.

Episode - 5

Everyday the organisation devastated every little
possession of Pujashree related to Environment. And
after 30 days Pujashree came out a great shock which
she had when her sapling was burnt by an employee of
that organization.

Episode -7

Pujashree forgot everything, when she logged on to her
gmail account she talked with her collegues and was

unable to recall “Oxygen”. “Oxygen” was quite
astonished by this until he found the advertisement one
day.

Episode -8

Oxygen did the same as the friendship was at sake with
the request one. After 30 days “Oxygen” and
“Pujashree” were different people. They forgot
everything about the past and were living an isolated
life. “But if winter comes can spring be far behind”, the
cycle repeated as the begining of the story became the
conclusion.

Bob

Soham Ganguly
English Honours, 2nd year (UG)

Life was blank. There wasn't much left in it anyway.
The dreadful war was over, and it had ended in what
might be considered defeat. Not merely for the
country, but for the countless who had gone out to the
trenches, and | happened to be among them. After
several months of gallant insanity, |, like several others
who had been unfortunate enough to survive, found
myself entirely beyond all hope, with a fairly crippled
right leg, an ailment ridden body, and no opening or
position at all. It was chiefly by virtue of a government
scheme which entitled hapless, war-beaten sufferers
like me to a certain monthly allowance that | was able
to keep soul and body together, and shelter it in a
seedy room which | found in one of the most
insalubrious regions of the city.

But, after the strange manner of human nature, |
continued to live. | woke up each morning to the most
pointless, insipid existence imaginable, but there
always seemed to be something about it which was
dimly alluring. 1 would pretend to be a person of
activity, shambling out everyday to purchase the
needful, and perhaps, the very rare luxury. | could
have bought a week’s stuff at once, but it gave me a
good feeling, a reason to think of and look forward to

tomorrow. The occasional longer journeys were to the
offices, with the all-important papers in hand, which
would feed me for the next month. | would display
them with a forced smile, trying also, to add a
similitude of pride as | would bring out a cross of
gleaming silver. It was the only relic | had of the war, -
apart from the agonies and those papers which |
fiercely guarded.

And the papers did need guarding. | even had to stay
up some nights, for such was the menace of mice in
my rooms that | felt no security even after | had locked
it in the cabinet. It was only natural, since my ground
floor room abutted upon one of the filthiest alleys of
the city. It was too malodorous for me to even open
my windows, and the noises of stray animals as they
would battle all night for the possession of the garbage
bins strewn around there would rouse me continually,
thus making me a watchful sentinel of the papers.

This problem was largely solved when Bob came. Bob
was a frail, ginger tomcat. He was aggressive, but
rickety and ill-fed, which evidently led to a daily defeat

_ in the back alley fights. I first came upon him nestled

cozily in a corner of my room, having made his way

[&2]



in while | had briefly gone out that evening, forgetting
to shut the door. He was a piteous spectacle, withered
and scarred all over. | tried at first to scare him off, but
finding himself threatened, his mellow purrs swiftly
turned to growls, resolved to fight to the end. There
was something pleasing about his tenacity, which |
immediately rewarded with the leftovers of my humble
dinner. Since then, Bob remained with me.

He was a furry ball of animation, Bob... The pleasure
it gave me to watch him play about was more than |
can describe. Brimming with alacrity and ever alert, he
would jog all around the room and often up the
stairway, only to be chased away by the indignant
landlord, though certainly returning with some prize
which he had made away with, usually meat, or even
fish. Delight would gleam in his glassy eyes, the pride
of having won his meal, or earned his keep. My
additional efforts soon promoted a greater
improvement of the state of his health. It soon showed
in the replenishment of his fur, developing into a thick
coat of fiery auburn, and in heightened vitality. This, in
a way, aided my recovery immensely, too. | could
sleep with greater peace at night, knowing that my
papers were safe under his beady eyes, glowing
green and alert. And true to his task, every morning
would find me with a considerable crop of dead mice,
which he would faithfully take outside one by one upon
my opening the door for him.

That night, | sat writing a letter by candle-light, when
a whim suddenly led me to bring out the papers again
and glance through. | did so, and leafed wearily
through the sheaf, recalling the storms of the war as
| put them aside on the table and continued the letter
to one of my few friends with renewed vigour of
narration. | failed to continue long though, and went off

to sleep, forgetting to put the candle out.

| woke up to a sudden sound and discovered, wi
great consternation, that the candle had fallen! Th
flame was steadily consuming my papers, and hy
reduced much of them to a charred heap. Just at thy
moment, Bob, who had leapt onto the table ap
knocked the candle down, sprang off, singed by th
fire. Making a wild dash for my bottle, | deluged the
table, and it all went out in wispy smoke with a sizzlg,
leaving behind a black lump of nothingness.

A cloud of unmitigated rage set in, and seeing as i
through a haze, | bellowed and hurled all | could lay
my hands on at Bob, who dashed out of the door | had
forgotten to close. | sat broken, ruined and wide awake
till dawn brought an explanation. The poor creature
quite possibly thought | was planning to stay up, and
must have dozed off, as a result. He had surely woken
up to the sound of mice, and jumped onto the table to
stave them off, bringing the candle down in the

process.

A thunderstorm swept over the city all morning, but
nevertheless | waited for sometime, hoping he would
return. | opened my window and called out, but to no
avail. | went out in the rain and searched the allgy,
calling out for him in vain. | waited all day, and stayed
up all night listening to the anarchical rumble of the
mice inside and the combat outside. A distinct feline
cry amidst the wild squabble in the storm swept lane
suddenly fell upon my ears, and | grabbed my
umbrella, running out into the night. I yelled out for
Bob and rushed towards a dim, waning circle lit by a
solitary lamp-post. There, drenched in rainwater and
blood, lay my Bob. He had lost the war.



Derozio Memorial Debate 2010 : Behind the Scenes

Waled Aadnan
Economics, 2nd Year

Bang! Bang! Bang! | wake up. The century-old door to
my hostel room is buckling under the pressure of
some spirited banging. It's Singh. | have a call. If you're
wondering what I'm doing in 2010 without a phone of
my own, then the facts that 'm a heavy sleeper (or
used to be) and that half a dozen missed calls don't
go far towards waking me up should suffice as an
explanation. Back to the call. It's Panickon. There’s a
problem. | need to be in college in half an hour. I grunt
back an affirmative.

Cut to an hour and a half later. 'm finally in college.
Yet another breakfast skipped. The Principal's room is
dignifiedly serene. | rush across the room and enter
the back-room we had made our office. ‘Dignity’ just
disappears from the face of the earth, the word ripped
out of every dictionary ever printed! Brace yourself:
Gullu Eyes is sprawled on the floor, laughing
maniacally at a joke he had himself evidently cracked.
Panickon and Twilight are beside themselves in
laughter. Veggie was standing in a corner, giggling
and wondering what she was doing there. Napoleon
had a bewildered look on his face; his blush meant he
had been the butt of the joke. The latest budget sheet
had weird elephants drawn all over them. There was
a smiley at the end of an official looking letter.
Elsewhere, the computer screen showed a distorted
graphic of what was supposed to be the design for the
newspaper ad, now edited beyond repair. Distant
memory told me there was a problem? Yeah! But that's
another story! Welcome to DMD World.

Early in August, eight random Presidencians, with not
‘an iota in-common except the fact that they all related
to debating sat in an august meeting and decided to
revive the defunct Derozio Memorial Debate. The
Debate Society, since being revived in 2008, had
made it a single-point agenda to bring back to life the
DMD, an event not organized since 1997. Every year,
plans were drawn, itineraries scheduled, sponsors
intimated and yet, somehow, through some stroke of
bad luck or lack of enterprise, the DMD never took off.
So here we were, eight random Presi'ans as | said,
with not a clue what to do and what not to, assigned
the duty of pulling off what a generation hadn't

succeeded in.

A chain of meetings with the Principal, AC Sir followed.
| could say we had dreams in our eyes and a desire
in our heads and that sort of bull. But then, we were
random people and we had neither. Only probably
optimism and a faith in trying. The idea was grand.
Plan B and Plan C had been disdainfully dismissed at
the planning table. A national level debating fest with
teams from all over India. Eminent personalities from
all walks of life, the best young speakers and thinkers
of the country, topics to debate the night out, a
befitting ambience on-campus and hospitality to talk
all the way back home. Now, we had the dreams
alright. Now for the desire.

Fifty days was all we had in hand till the college was
dismissed for the autumn break. Every organisation
anyone was ever associated with, every corporate
who had ever even smiled at one of us, every distant
kaku and jethu and pishi who worked in this industry
or that was being contacted. We needed money, and
quick. The classroom was quickly replaced by
corporate boardrooms, study notes replaced by
impressive brochures, the pen giving way to the
computer mouse as English, Economics, Sociology,
History and Political Science gave way to
sophisticated graphics on the monitor.

One hot, humid afternoon, | found myself with
Panickon negotiating with a turtle that made people
wear shirts. A few words from Taniya and another,
albeit wet, cooler, greyer afternoon negotiation along
with Twilight later, the deal was done. Suddenly, the
desire was there too. The cobbled streets of Howrah,
the rickshaw pulled across the wet surface, the
underbelly of a giant flyover that resembled the station
platform it neighboured, the panoramic view of dark
clouds hanging over the Bridge, the wet slick road
leading to it. There was an electric tension in the air
as we realized that finally, the DMD was going to go
on the floor. Within days, the posters for the event
were ready, invites were being sent out to all nooks
and corners of the country, and literally everybody
was on the phone talking to Prof. X and Esteemed Mr.
Y and Honourable Shri Z.

And silently, quietly, the random Presi'ans weren't that
random anymore. A typical day of work would



inevitably end at Promod Da'’s, where elephant jokes,
hostel ghost stories, and on happier. (or more
frustrating) days, the by-now-familiar strains of Munni
Badnaam and Pyar Humein Kis Mod would rent the
air. On some days, these gatherings were carried over
to Coffee House while on yet other, the Bored (Board)
would sit in some classroom deliberating whether
Manikchand would have made a befitting Title Sponsor
(Unchi log, unchi pasand) or would have Bagpiper
~ (Khoob jamega rang, jab mil baithenge teen yaar...).
Time flew by discussing the vegetarianism of Veggie
and its anti-thesis in all the rest of us, in waking Gullu
Eyes in the mornings, in conspiring weird conspiracies
that never went the way they were meant to go, in
celebrating birthdays in the Principal's chambers and
in booking rooms (Bhaiya, kamra chahiye!) for
outstation teams. Life was good, or so it seemed.

However, suddenly, it was two weeks to D-Day and
work was piling up. Invitees were found to be busy
"and unavailable for the event, we didnt have a
graphics designer, teams were pulling out and
replacements were hard to come by, sponsorship
work was to be done and we were short on
manpower, logistics hadn’t even been thought of since
the initial plans were drawn. The list went on and on.
Sleep was an expensive commodity. The panicky calls
from Panickon increased in frequency and urgency.
Every soul on the job was slogging his or her way
through increasing responsibilities. The fairytale
seemed to be over, prospects bleaker by the day.

But somehow, we pulled it off. Gullu Eyes got jerseys
for all of us embossed with “We Are Board” in front
and our name and jersey humber on the back, and we
got it from none other than Chulbul Pandey, with whom
an interesting dance-and-song sequence was shot on
the day the Babri verdict polarized India again; a
sequence that may one day be part of WikiLeaks
history. Panickon panicked about whether she looked
fat in the jersey, Twilight ad Taniya were just too small
for it, Gullu just too big. But the jerseys pumped us
back up — we choreographed a ‘Derozio Derozio'
dance to celebrate ~ and helped us complete the job.
Requests to be volunteers poured in in hordes. The
proposed menu for the two day gala evidently an
important motivation, although the general level of
enthusiasm among the first years was commendable.

The graphics took a week to finally get right, and if
you're wondering, then yes we got it right on the final

day itself. We could thank the time we spey
comparing how Derozio resembled Chunky Pandg

~ (with all due respects) for the procrastination. During

all this hara-kiri, the back-office became our home,
People left their chargers and pen drives in there ang

" found them untouched the next morning. The

WeatherMakers air conditioner chilled everyone's
bones, even my mountain ones, | unfortunately admi,
Everyday, Panickon would panic, | would try to make
Paint work like Photoshop and Twilight would si
quietly, chipping in with the odd job and a few straight-
faced comments.

D-Day arrived. Teams poured in. So did judges,
guests, and all the usual. A horde of volunteers met
them. The gates went up, the banners proclaimed the
return of the Derozio Memorial Debate, the lights were
lit and the stage was set. And then began two days of
unending verbal dueling. We were making history, and
we knew it.,Gullu spoke of the Hall of Fame. We
strutted around in our jerseys. For two days, a gang of
random Presi'ans took centre stage, in more ways
than one. ‘

19 debates and 92 speeches by 36 speakers later, we
had the lineup for the Grand Finale. A Grand Finale
that was deemed historic. Presidency would be giving
its opinion as to whether the Babri Masjid demolition
is justified. They came, they spoke, they rebutted, they
dueled. And in the end, one team conquered. Presi
dismissed the demolition as unjustified. The prizes
were given out, and lots of them.

And all of a sudden, it just ended. And it just ended...
The lights were dimmed; everyone made their way
towards the dinner halls. Tuni lights lit up the corridors,
good food waited. We sang our last songs, danced our
last dances and said our last goodbyes.

Know not what the heavens were like.
They must have been strange,
They must have been haunting

On the night of nights.

The dance was done, the song sung.
And goodbyes said, the road was run.

The night wore on, they slept as one,
Yet at dawn, they woke up as another,
With sore eyes, tired limbs,

Idle minds and broken hearts.



“ When They Gave Vent ”

Medha Chakrabartty and Shritama Bose
English, 1st Year

God :

‘Do admire the irony of the situation. Of late, (read:
the last few centuries) | have been compulsively made
to realize my importance, or unimportance at that.
Anything acknowledged or called upon too often loses
its charm. With time. Now, look here, do you think !
would have ever taken the bait had some unaesthetic
nosie brought to my notice the unpardonable reality
that | (Yes! I') would have to scorn my fate ONE
horribly fine day?!

Fine, | admit. My grandeur, class, and most
significantly, novelty, have ‘lost their charm. Mine was
a Brand Name. Sold like Potter books. Well, now, if |
HAD to draw an analogy, it would be with Paris Hilton
movies. (I guess it's the Age of the Supremely Aloof)
Wait! Do spare me that sardonic look. Constipated
human psyche. The evergreen notion of God and third
grade movies, going ill together, should be made to
swallow rodent poison and done away with! Yes, this
is the first time |, God , have chosen to blog . Since
the advent of my trivialisation, with incessant calls,
and haphazard references (haven't you children heard
of limited copyrights?!), my life’s been like that of
Shashi Tharoor's after the IPL Scam. Talk of trivialising
grandeur, in the true sense of the term. Philosophical
droolers talking of me being too “godly” to let small
fries escape my notice are obviously delusional
acknowledgemets. |, after all, have a mind. Where you
have a mind, the beasts are bound to creep in.

The Greater Lord had certain stipulations added to
The Book of Decorum. (Yes, no one is spared the
disciplinary measures) the most important one being
“Be There Always, Reach There Always”. If only He
knew the 111111111111116789990456789 times |
am summoned a day, that too for the wussiest of
reasons. The other day | reached in time, queasy in
the gut and out of breath, to help this child out. A
screechy “Oh my unholy Lord!” had made me
abandon everything else and run, only to find the
beguiling tantaliser on his toilet seat. The reason of
the interjection: an extremely ghastly, explicit text from
his lady friend. The Lord, in all His Divine Glory (intact

with the halo), inside an offensively malodorous
lavatory, shell-shocked and incensed. Quite a sight.
They surely do not understand or are too thick too
comprehend my importance, to know when to request
my presence and when to let things be. My daily, or
rather hourly trips to Earth are quite a bore. Earlier, it
was wisely limited to helpless, starving beggars and
dying widows. But now! Even schmaltzy Facebook’s
got a thousand communities, calling musicians by my
name, organisations et al. Some hangers-on have
even named themselves “God’. Can you hear my
vindictive guffaw? Wait till the imbeciles suffer
ceaseless miseries.

You walk on the road, you notice an incredibly
hypnotic being, you brush your teeth, you bruise your
gums, you break an arm, | DON'T care. Try calling on
me when every alternative has been exhausted. That
would do away with my humiliation. Can't really say
you’ll suffer my wrath, the Great Flood or any
catastrophe as intimidating as that, if you don't. Yes,
you half-wits. My might's been forfeited. The Great
Lord’'s written all over it. Since what remains of my
authoritative grandeur is a teensy weensy shadow. I've
been dethroned. The Casting of Ballots in the
Kingdom of Heaven will be taking place next Saturday.
iInnumerable contenders. it's being God, after all. |
can envision you, sadistic degenerates, happily
scheduling this event on Facebook and sending the
other deviants invites. Hell is waiting, | tell you, if any
of you turn up! Voyeuristic pudden heads. | am tired of
ho-hum trips here, this being my last one!

Happy to relinquish my reigns. My trips. My HALO.
Bother! | hear my name again. Some African
Mongoose. The animals completely slipped my mind.

(Exit God)

We :

“So it was you who started it, eh? And the world
blames that dunce called Pygmalion for beginning the
cult of admirers of their own random creations. It's
YOU who created this ‘situation’ (and the ‘irony’ in it,
if any). Keep going, if that makes you happy.



And don’t keep blabbering the ‘Brand Name’ thing like -

a thankless creature (oops, | meant Creator!) We
revered you and licked your boots for as long as we
could have and we should have and more. But after
that, better things came along. And if you have anyone
to blame for this entire scheme of things, it is YOU!
Nevertheless, | shall help you out of this quagmire,
solely because I'm a well-wisher. Tell me boy/gir/man/
woman/cow/bull/pa-elephant/ma-elephant/anything
else, do you even know how a Brand survives? It
works throughout the intensive processes of
diversification and innovation. Ever tried them? Karan
Johar, Salman Khan and even Adnan Sami have. Why
don’t you give it a shot too? Let me see. For starteré,
how about showing up once in a while? That'll make
stuff so much easier . We'll know what you look like
and our fanatical warriors would finally reach a
consensus. We'll also seek clarifications on a few
other counts then. Here goes a teaser: It was you who
told us to call you whenever in trouble. Now you have
a problem with that. Your explanation, please.

And, honestly, you're extremely ungrateful. How can
you forget all those folks who cashed in on your name
til date? Proof? Well, how about Tirupati or
Siddhivinayak? Dayanand Saraswati? Sarah Palin,
anyone? Or are you just another crude agent of
globalisation and urbanisation- interested only in that
populace which gets undressed to get dressed by
Gucci.

As for the Book of Decorum, it serves you right!
What's our fault if you can’t check if the caller is in the
loo or in the middle of a Deb movie or inside the Large
* Hadron Collider? What's more, you don’t even care to
hear the111111111111116789990456790th  call
(which, | suppose, is always made by some passenger
on board the 9:18 Calcutta Metro train headed for
- Dumdum). You didn't come even when the Colonial

Cousins made that soulful plea called Krishna. Your,

~ such a snob of a God! How can you be so busy? W,

don't even get snaps of you like we do in the case ¢
Brangelina and their children, who sell them to Peopie
magazine. At least we would have got a little riche
that way. And just keep feeling jealous about the

Facebook thing. It's very you.

This is actually a midlife crisis you're going through
You're too bored of all the goody-two-shoes in Heaven,
Try smuggling in a few rogues, voyeurs and PDA
experts there. Life will become that much more fun
That's the secret of the Earth’s happiness. We lack in

nothing, really!

Most importantly, get your facts right. You're not in
power on the day of the ballot. Go check with your
Chief Election Commissioner, Heaven.

.In a nutshell, you need to go by these guiding

principles:

Thou shalt practice what Thou preached in the Ten
Commandments.

Thou shalt get a SWOT analysis done immediately
(preferably by a three-and-a-half member panel from
hell).

Thou shalt at least attempt an image makeover.

Thou shalt not threaten to do stuff Thou do not really
intend to (even a Class Il Maths teacher .does it
better).

Thou shalt not threaten to do stuff Thou art not
empowered to (even WWE performers do it better).

In a smaller nutshell, go get a life! “

(Exits)



Romance and Realism

A Joycean Incident
Tiyasha Sengupta
English, 2nd Year

...and throughout the story, ‘Araby’, Joyce built up an
|IIu3lon of romance, and then made |t shatter, bringing
the protagonist back to reality...”, was what our
professor said to conclude James Joyce's short story

‘Araby’.

We climbed up the steep stairs to a place known as
maths-r chhad (maths’ terrace), one of the highest
points of our 200 year old college building. The seven
of us looked down at the breath-taking view of our
college’s football ground-dressed in bright green, with
ant-like students running after a tiny ball. We felt like
the guards of the sky-high castle, far far away, keeping
strict vigilance on the activities of the commoners. The
almost-reachable sky was slowly getting filled up with
grey clouds....and soon, tiny drops of water started
falling from them. They fell on our skin, tortured by
heat and humidity earlier that day. It was the one of

the last showers of the slowly departing monsoon.
Our laughters complimented the whistle of the damp
wind. We moved our hands and legs with an attempt
to resemble some form of dance (though we weren't
that successful :P). After about a quarter of an hour,
the clouds got overpowered by the mighty golden
yellow sun. The wet green field, glittered like a giant
emerald (perhaps a mythical monster was guarding it.
Who knows?). “Would you look at the time?!” shrieked
one of us. “if we dont hurry, we'll surely miss the
class!”

The deserted maths-r chhad stood as always, being
the sole witness to our laughters and crazy antics. But
then again, we were away. We had returned from the
tower of the fairytale castle far far away, to the real
world-the classroom....

Stolen Escapes
Sohini Sarkar
Economics, 2nd Year

For those of you looking to read something “politically
inspiring” or “revolutionary” in spirit, let me tell you,
this is not the page you should be reading! | don't
believe that |, alone, can bring about a change in the

“society” or “system”, even ff it is by penning down

something critical about it!

Let’s face it. We can't escape the “system”. No matter
where we are and what we are doing, the “system”
does catch up with us. Now and then, we just have to
steal these escapes, even if it is for a while.

For me, these “escapes” are when | take off
somewhere to the countryside of Bengal. It could be
Bishnupur, Purulia or even Murshidabad. But it should
definitely be a place where | am compelled to switch
my phone off and log off from Facebook.

Recently, my getaway happened to be Gadiara, a
quaint town along the Rupnarayan river. It was a cold
December morning when | made the journey. | packed

a small back-pack and set off. | took a train from
Sealdah station, that would take me to Nurpur. The
train thundered through paddy fields. Men and women
were working in them.Cows were grazing in the
meadows.Smoke was rising from the far away brick-
kilns. It was a picturesque sight from the window of
the train.

On reaching Nurpur, | went to the jetty from where, |
boarded a ferry that would take me to Gadiara.
Gadiara was on the other side of the Rupnarayan river.
From the ferry, | could see the horizon. Everywhere |
looked, | was surrounded by water, which was
occasionally dotted with boats and ferries.

The ferry reached Gadiara in half an hour. | got off
and walked towards the tourist lodge where | was
staying. After checking in, | ordered lunch. Lunch
consisted of rice,dal and a fish curry. Food- that |
would normally reject at home. But here, this felt like
pure bliss.



After lunch, | set off to explore the place. As such, the
place doesn't have much to offer. Except simplicity
and serenity. In places, the river bank was eroded.
The muddy path was lined with tall trees. Hay was
strewn around in some places. Lambs and calves

were munching on the grass.

| went into a village. The adults were having lunch.
The children were either sleeping or playing around.
One of them was sitting on a “van-rickshaw” and
eating “muri’(puffed rice). | spoke to some of the

villagers. They were warm and welcoming. One of the -

women packed me some “gur’ or jaggery, that was
locally made, to take back home.

By the time | returned to the lodge, the sun had begu

to set. | bought myself a glass of tea and sat down g,

the river bank. The glowing ball of fire was sinking

slowly into the cool river water. It was a beautiful sigh

It made me break into some folk songs and a coupl;:
of “Rabindra Sangeet”.

Even though | was alone, | didn't feel lonely. It seeme

as if all my burdens were taken off from my shoulders

| felt free. It felt good to be trapped in my own lit

world. -
It is, at these moments, that | thank work and th
“system”. They give me the chance to breakaway,to:
discover and rediscover myself.The chance to hav
these “esgapes”.Stolen Escapes...

About a brief Encounter
By Sohini Chattopadhyay
History, 2nd Year

| was recently preoccupied with the idea that it was
important to equip myself with highbrow inteliectual
thoughts (of course borrowed from famous authors).
It's for this second hand mode of gaining some form
of knowledge that | was reading George Orwell's
essays. My last tryst with him was in school when |
found 1984 to be very gloomy. However my opinion
about him has changed since then. | realise that class
nine wasn't exactly a happy time to read his books
anyway. My chosen genre of literature revolves around
humour. Especially that of P. G. Wodehouse who was
far removed from being bothered about the larger
political picture, and was happily concerned with often
a self- deprecatory mockery of the English gentry. His
writings were thus radically different in many aspects
from those of Orwell's, whose works were on all the
political brouhahas of his time.

Therefore, when | came across an essay of George
Orwell titled, ‘In defence of P. G. Wodehouse’, it was
doubly sensational for me. | mean, whenever | come
across anything written about P. G. Wodehouse, |
generally show a keenness that would have made my
teachers proud if they were redirected towards my
- pedagogic activities. This essay obviously got hold of
my attention.

I'll briefly narrate the events that led George Orwellto
write the essay. Or else this will turn out to be a really
obscure article. The story goes something like this. P
G. Wodehouse managed to get into quite a wee bit of
trouble during the Second World War. The author had
settled in France in 1934 but failed to grasp the
seriousness of the World War |l which started in 193¢,
for which reason he didn'’t return to England when the
war began. Consequently without much ado, after:
Germany took over France, he was taken by the
Germans as a prisoner, and there was no Jeeves t
help his Wooster spirit. '

After being released from his internment, he stayedin’
Berlin where he agreed to do a show of ‘non-political

nature over the German radio in 1941. His comments

in the radio broadcast sponsored by the Nazis were of :
the harmless nature because they were primarily |
apolitical. The commentaries were usually of his
personal opinion quite generously iced with witticism.

One such comment was, “| was never interested in:
politics. I'm quite unable to work up any belligeren1§
feeling. Just as I'm about to feel belligerent about|
sonde country | meet a decent sort of a chap. We 9°E
out together and lose any fighting thoughts o
feelings” Obviously, an Englishman doing a show for'



the enemy’s radio station was too much to deal with.
His broadcasts created uproar in England and he was
labelled a traitor. Some of his books were banned and
the libraries too renounced them. There were
demands in the English Parliament that he should be
put on trial as a traitor even as late as 1944. The
course of the trouble was such that one can't help
drawing an uncanny similarity between his plight and
those of his character Bertie Wooster, who had an
excellent skill of getting a plethora of trouble into his
way. (However, | suspect Wooster would be rather
boring without his maladies). Also, rather curiously, it
is laid down by the victors’ history that German
censorship was unimaginably stringent. But they let
Wodehouse make his comments without much
overbearing scrutiny.

it is here that George Orwell sought to defend the
older man in his article ‘In defence of P G.

Wodehouse' (1945). That one famous author sought '

to defend another is something that sensational
history is made of. If this would have happened in
modern times, it would be lapped up by the tabloid
people with full gusto.

George Orwell was of the opinion that the Germans
took advantage of Wodehouse’s political naiveté.
Wodehouse agreed to do the show because he
thought it was apolitical anyway. And to be fair, he
didn't say anything that would make people call him a
traitor. Even the show didn't run for more than a week.
It would be better if the English government captured
the real enemies instead of intellectuals who meant
no harm. To Orwell, agreeing to participate in the
German radio show was a naive folly of Wodehouse
and he could be forgiven.

It isn't unusual that Orwell would defend Wodehouse.
He started reading his works since he was eight and
considered Wodehouse as only the victim of a subtle
Nazi propaganda of making fun of the English at an
Englishman's expense. And it is not that George
Orwell was devoid of a sense of humour. His novels
show his penchant for satire, which reached its

highest stage, as per my personal view, in Animal
Farm. Rather curiously, in both Wodehouse's and
Orwell's works, pigs have an important role to play
when it comes to animal characters. There’s
Wodehouse's Empress of Blandings who is the apple
of the eye of Lord Emsworth, and in George Orwell's
novella Animal Farm, the characters which allegorises
Marx and Lenin, Stalin, Trotsky happen to be, well,
pigs again. It's not that | am forcefully trying to draw
a link between these similar choices of characters.
Just that this coincidence is rather amusing. George
Orwell's desire to satirise is probably evident in the
fact that in 1937, he had a rooster whom he named
Henry Ford and a poodle named Marx. Both
Wodehouse and Orwell's areas of interest was on
divergent points. While Wodehouse remained
concerned about the mannerisms of the people of his
class, Orwell was an advocate of Democratic
Socialism, and thus the class which Wodehouse deals
with wasn't seen with much appreciation. And yet he
chose to defend the harmlessness of Wodehouse.

This not-so-popular instance of George Orwell
defending P. G. Wodehouse exemplifies how two
people of the same profession may move in
completely different paths, but a small area of
common ideas, where unparallel thoughts converge
for a while before again diverging into their own way,
adds an important and curious chapter to the lives of
the two as well as to the larger histories of literature.
Whether Orwell's opinion ultimately had an effect or
not is not of the primary concern here. We are not
dealing with a story-plot that must have a closure.
Wodehouse moved permanently to New York- but
whether it was because of the political rut he got
himself into or some other reason | don't know. He
was fond of America even before. He was made a
Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire
in 1975, six weeks before his death, thirty years after
Orwell had published this article and twenty five years
after Orwell himself had seen the last day of his life.



THE QUEST

Anupa Basu
English, 1st Year

In the thoughtful minds of none but few;
A poignant feeling engulfs the soul,
And then the quest begins...
Seeking an Elysian joy in the infinite beauty
Imagising the undiscovered horizon,
And yet again the soul recedes
Refraining from an unpredictable terror
That casts a shadow on every mortal being;
Destruction surrounds the web of creation.
Oblivious to the eternal truth
Of an Apocalypse that awaits every creature;
Helpless humanity with undoubted faith
In the power of the unseen, most puissant,
Sealing their fate in the hands of the omnipotent
Some atheistic minds with destructive hearts
In an undying greed to conquer all life.
Cries of pain fall into deaf ears. While the agnostic minds in mental strife,

The more one knows, the more one grows Troubled by a surreal omnipresence,

Like burdened souls aged with experience; In an endless quest for an answer
The seeds of doubt first evoked To a presumed existence of the Unknown.

The mind in a trance wanders
Through the darkness of the hour,
Pondering upon life’s existence.

The soul searches and secretly yearns
For the long lost feel of a jaunty past
In the juvenile minds of the innocent youth..
Every knowledge of unable to quench
The thirst of the mind’s only desire.
Ignorant minds in perfect bliss;

Their souls in deep slumber.
Fleeting thoughts haunt my heart;
Seeking to please the insatiate soul;

In quest for joy, peace and harmony.

But alas! The world seems to have drowned
In the vast sea of sacrilege and evil;

The world calls for doom...

A Raging Silence
Srija Chakraborty
Sociology, 2nd Year

Life grims at the demi of beauty;

Lucid air brings up the trivium that

Solitude is pregnant with child

in her womb, without configuration of

the name of its father. .

She slept with stress, remorse, apparitone

affections, exhortation and now she is

black bite with the atrocity of transgression.

Fumbling about who is the one souring the seed

of life in her.

She whispers herself in the dark;

beads roll down on her cheeks.

She knows she is carrying an innocent brio,

nurtured by her blood and food;

She could feel the elated bliss inside

her flesh, while the storm ... has

been raging outside.

She wonders for a safer place

where she could shed tears,

express her failure, triumph,

blotches and can hide her critical evaluations.
- At the very moment the

child took birth blazing out

the beacon of a raging silence.



Sunset & Sunrise

Akshay Govind Dixit
Economics, 1st Year

“Age of Kal” was the title of the book. It was written
when William Dalrymple had traveled the length and
breadth of India and questioned if kali-yug, or the age

of destruction, had well and truly descended upon

India. He was, however, not speaking in the same
tone for the entire country, saying that the eastern

part was crumbling and if the progress of the west

and the south would have a stronger effect, it could
offset the decay of the east and the north.

After moving from Ahmedabad to Kolkata, | saw for
myself what Mr. Dalrymple meant. While the western
states were making a concerted effort to progress in
all respects, and getting a good amount of success at
that, the east was mired in widespread deficiency,
unemployment and instabilities, and cynics, sighing
meaningfully, prophesized how bad the state of affairs
was going to get. The contrast was made all the more
plain by the question that most of the local people
whom | met asked me, “What brought you here?”

Though why the east wasn’'t doing well eluded me,
particularly in case of Bengal: the people wanted
peace and development as much as anyone else, they
valued education immensely, were politically
conscious and believed in austerity. Why then, was
the scenario dark?

But after a while, | stopped asking that question.
Winds of change had certainly started to blow, quite
steadily at that, depriving my question of efficacy. |
had read a lot about Bihar burning, but now | was
reading about a new Bihar emerging. Orissa had
reported exemplary progress. And now in Bengal,
people were screaming for change, furiously wanting
to work towards better lives and a better future. | didn't
know what the future held, but at that moment, the
East seemed hell-bent on bridging that gap.
Transformations seemed inexorable. | smiled to
myself.

| didn’t have to be an optimist to do that, after all.

Three-Penny Poetry
Sohini Dasgupta
English Honours, 2nd Year

Languid hangs a late-noon hush,

The air punch-drunk on her baked redolence...
A deep-eyed youth , he seeks prim words,

As the moths hunt love , by a blueberry-fence.

Crumpled pages, a citrus-sun,

What rhymes, brings bread ... what does’nt, fun!
His ink drips red , his eyes swim blue...
Poetry- the cobbler, that darns his shoe.

So the ink-lets fali, in a solemn row,
Filtered, abridged, his words churn slow.
Thoughts manufactured, on a noon so real,
Turn to his girl, and the scarred words heal

If the lines sell high, he'll buy her aring,
Few fire-place nights, or a nice-something!
So he turns to ‘price-rise’, ‘senators’, ‘wars’,
His lines their puppet, a saccharine farce...

Arid the wine-air , noon-sky, moths, all smother ...
As the lover and the poet... they kill each other.



Jarred

Rony Patra
English Honours, 3rd Year

There’s a buzz,
Deafeningly loud.
Temperatures rise

Irn an AC's warmth.

War is on the menu

Like an aural delicacy,
Tripping on neo-tongues,
Whetting mental appetite.
Room has become couit,
And Battlefield personified.
Pens move as wands,
Jotting never-before thoughts
On sacrificial paper.
Terror-struck Xanadu
Becomes text,

Wrapped in similes,
Garnished with perspectives
And spouted out

On throbbing microphones.
Mutilated memories

Lie suspended in chilled air
Like dead Caesars,

As they wait

For Typed Justice.

An Era

Slipping away through fingers

Too amazed to resist,

Slipping fast, inevitably,

Like the slow monsoon evenings.
Memory-crystals beaded into strings,
Multi-hued, maybe cheap-looking -
But cares who?

Isolated crystals strung together —
Pink, blue, yellow, purpie, moss —
Colours on display

Against a litmus-blue evening sky —
— Fiery sunset blocked out

By monstrous apartment,

With jagged teeth, (I imagine) -

My memories of an Era,

A going-going Era,

Sun-kissed, and rain-mated

Why Life ?
Ramit Dey
Physics, 3rd Year

Strange in this world as | walk

As fiction beholds a truth, for it may never contain its
What boundaries are those thatare meant to set us free'
For there lies a wall of wisdom blinding the light.
The bliss of creation takes a earthly tell

For it may never end to bite a life from within.
Blinded is the eternal quest of man

Wasted is the life we choose to breath.

Hope leaves to find shelter in death.

Where creation plants the seed of inequality,
Where success provokes man to lie before himself,
Where happiness makes us feel even more deprived,
Why does this place portray falsity as humanity?
Abandoing the light to see yourself with the night
That takes shelter behind our earthly vision.

Find out the truth to speak the lies

That decieve our meaning on Earth.

Portico Reality
Dyuti Banerjee
English Honours, 3rd Year

in seductive Ancience;

Like an old lover, known too well,
And loved, and loathed

To have been lost.

Empty landsapes, and

Evening in a portico,

Wet with rain, or with passion —
Melancholic Ecstasy _
Prancing in its green-guarded hollows
Like a favourite dream, lingering

In the last waking hours —

Delicate, floating Reality —

A credible credo —

Delicious to get one with,

And bitter to get two.

[ Memories of a Portico where Sun-halos frolic with
Sprites — 86/1 |



Confessions Of A

Confused Creature

Rohini Das
Geology Honours, 1st Year

| stare at the fire

And realise what | have been through.

| have reached a state

Where facts have faded into fiction

And fiction into fact.

In the leaping flames of my muddled mind
You are still alive,

Weightless, Shapeless, Formless.

As your being is carried by the winds
Transcending Time,

Breaking Barriers,

Overcoming Obstacles,

Spread like a ray of light

Through the darkest of my dark dungeons
The sun breathes no more

While the river flows on to the sea.

My eardrums burst
The howling Hurricane rushes through
Emptying out my Whirlpools of thought?
|am floating with you, drenched.
Through the Rain
Through the Snow

- Through the Emptiness.
It subsides
Leaving me for another new year.

| stare at the fire

It dies down

Only the Glowing Embers remind me of
Your foolish fantasy. :

One-A-Star, Two-A-Star

Usri Baslistha _
English Honours, 3rd Year

If an old man with a limb -
Would tell the lit lass,
“I climb up skills”,
She'd rise on her toes,
To sit on his shoulders.

If put out of bounds,
She’d sit by it, yet

And the bundie in tangles,

Of Redeemed Twins

Usri Basistha
English Honours, 3rd Year

A lamp to see? .
Nay, they prefer blindness,
Warm effusions of

Bottled up seas —

Where surfs kiss 'n curl -
United them in blurred hymns:
Light untrapped by vision.

Tales to Sell?

None. Cords, elastic, umbilical,
Greet familiar strangers

In still heaths —

They twist and twine —

One halved in tied two.

Walking without commencing an end.

Fearing, perhaps, the brooks to Lethe?
Now, they tread reverse,

From Hades to Life,

From clouds to hiding rainbows.

Lost in the by lanes,

Traversing faith, they

Knew not the art of

- Seeking.

Destined, to be foud
In thine grace.

SONG

Saronik Bosu
English, 3rd Year

Things to be learnt

by crashing a bike

into a lamp post:

Friction's a bastard.

Adrenaline should come in bottles.
Lights inside head can't outshine the sun.
There is the parched tongue

And ants in a file on

drip dripping lemonade. _

But in one lifetime, how many
discipline-teaching ants can you take?

Or perseverance-preaching spiders for that matter?

One sweet sneaker smash and
| annihilate philosophy.

Before hideous life

lurches from air-tight corners,
in that moment, | dare

Be lost, in where she last

get high on my own heartbeats,
Stopped counting the stars.

| dare.



They

Doina Ray

History, 2nd Year

They beckoned to her, with arms outstretched —
Come, come away with us sister a the land far away
Shielded from all and sunday;

A iand that is resplendant with water — ciear as crystal

And rupy red berries.

“Come, with us sister come, come !”

Eeerily beautiful, ghostly pale

They were just as grandma had described

In her tales.

Floating noiselessly in mid alir,

All of them trans fixed her with their
Mesmerising stare. -

One by one, they glided towards their victim
Who stood motionlessly a mere puppted of their
Sinister whim.

They pinned her securely with their hypnoic gaze,

Oblivious of everything, she stood in a bewildered daze.

One by one they encircled her. Preparing as it to
Close over, if she would even attempt to stir.
Gradually, her eyes glazed over

Eclipsed by clouds of merciful trance —

Into which goos sense or seff preservation
Would never dare an entrance.

“Come, come with us sister”, they chanted
Their voices diabolically sweet.

Their litting echoes filled her ears until

She could be no longer hear her heart beat.

“Come away with us sister”, away from

This mortal infested land,;

There we will walk forever on pearl white sand.
The grey green water shall be luminated by the
Silver light of moon.

Where there will be no day nor the noon.

Come with us to our time for saken kingdom
Where everything has been unchanged and eternal

For the last two millenia.

There, we do not suffer the scorching heat of the summers
The fields are not biazed in the day

With the exeruciating fire of the sun,

Nor do the delicate blossoms

Wither away from heat before their time has over run.
We will fill you from head to toe with pleasure excruciating
That will escalate you to the very acme of ecstasy

And leave you high and wanting.

Of wat value is this thrice cursed world to you?
Where futility reigns supreme and sorrow tears
the soul through and through.

There, we will shield you from the shrivelled —
Abhorrent fingers of age,

Whilst here, you will be dream, inevitably into her
Repulsive bondage.

This beauty of yours shall remain there

Passage of the forever untarsinked and evergreen.
The merciless years can never shed there outrage
On that beloved unblemished chin.

The Knock

Sourav Sarkar

Economics, 3rd Year

Life lies on a plain — so low,

To reach the hazy hilltop — the path many do show.
For Lords have traversed the way,

And documented their journeys eipcs, poems and
holy books we pray.

Alas! Fear and Failure’s frustrated carcass,

In whichever pass | take — in heaps a mass.

Yet, life, stitched in experience with a needle of
opportunity—

Opens the eyes to notify the frailty.

Often meekly, but sometimes is hard the knock,
And oft at work, in swoon and in thought,

It haply points towards a hillock;

After much delay, I've heard the knock today,
And heheld the destiny which | had sought.
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