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‘Presidency is dead’, they say. Presidency
replies that they are dead. One intervenes with
a question picked up from Rushdie : Can only
the dead speak ? . :

It should by now be clear that nothing is to
be gained by opposing one reified theme—
Tradition— by another— Decadence— in a
polemic debate as to ultimate priority of one
over the other.

A spectre is haunting Presidency : the spectre
of creativity.

Writing is the nightmare from which all of
us are trying to wake up, but which in doing
so we merely dream again. What else do we
need to say about the purpose of our publica-

tions, about their unblushing irregularity,

and even about ourselves ?

The Editorial Team
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’Coz He’s A Man
Shilpi Sarkar

Third Year
Sociology Honours

Why can women and girls cry such a lot?
Why is it O.K. for women to cry such a lot?
Why can they cry so much in front of people?
Why can they not just show their grief but
display it in front of all and sundry? Why
then should a man break his heart in private ?
"Coz he’s ‘strong’ and ‘non-sentimental’ and
‘never hurt’? ...just at times 1 can understand
how frusturated a man must feel... he feels
lonely, miserable, horribly sad and he’s cra-
cking up inside with grief— not only can he
not ever show sings feeling ‘under the weather’
in front of anybody— it would be a sign of
‘tremendous strength’ if he could hidc his tears
from himself as well— i.e. never, ever shed
them in the first place to begin with... and
not only does he have to bear all of the above
and more but he can never, ever crib about
his situation— NOW THAT IS UNHEARD OF.

Can you imagine what a funny creature a man
would look like if he stated in not so many
words that he be allowed to express his grief,
his sorrow, his heartbreak ? That he be allowed
to be more human and less sub or super
human ? Can you imagine how much he would
be laughed at.. how much he would be
ridiculed— here we are women of the world
screaming about our strength— wanting to be
strong. wanting to be ice-maidens. wanting to
be solid and ‘expressionless’ with a non-hu-
rting selt and thcre lies a sissy who wants to
be what he is... it’s easier when you are fighting
to be strong and inhuman and emotionless—
you can’t even fight if you want the opposite—
so much harden to be a human being with
emotions... so much harder to say that you
are a human with emotions— so much harder
to admit the same to yourself.

Presidency College Magazine '98 o 13



TR foota (6%

TR e

% o

FRET ARG

aF PO (AT AT 2 CHCATREE SICAT G 2
i @ @IF ~fS, S @ comE 32 I

off 5 sfde @Ry @fis & 3R mifw [vo 7} e/ e wiee =]

(O P S FAT AT W TS A g7 (o, @ QRN O @B ST | WA
o1 o, @ ST RO AR TR fwg 1 9%@ T @I T @ o, Sq
TG T SR PR 2 W AR, g To @ FRO-RyY AN | SR
s & G’ M eSO AT MO oftry g ey IR 0 (0 (-G
FCH T TR (OB A IS o | ST, FROD 7y A 92T (AR
T I M ) o S BN @Y qm o T o 3 R o |
T oA N 7 AR G WA M WY oqfiy 1 o offS.... ¢ SIS AT @S 2

14 o Presidency College Magazine '98



O AR (T W, FHAFS Y QATIAT &S 7
3, (AT R @EN ez [N a1 34
SR % Ww, RS M AT Srew NI |
OFT EICE 7Y ; TPRYT WM | S N3
A T J (@A IR ?
©F @ (AL Y | TP e efeft =
e & Wi fow AW ey W e 0 3
q o3, T ?

‘@I @ W (N2, 9B WA |

) P & fFes w2

A C6CT (AT ATHAT @ |

P, GCATDT -

G2 (¥ 3T Y TS 7 A T

SIfet w7 R S w1

[ 3 7w, AiEs 71)

P (1, W1 [ ANST (N AT T oy
Q@A W | e @B e S2f@Nen T
9 o wifAe cre oS /Y | (AT FeER
FC- [~ qP- T4 YECeR [ ST (o1 AT 2 “Aneqr
IR SEF A ? g A G2 IEHA @fF
A (GO T & FTS-TRATY RS o
(AT TS TR | (TH IS WIH! @47
Tl ACF | ACE (Gl | DS @RI S
CTR GBI Yew e 141 i aicer
T CPBICEY FACS (T2 TS (51 A
T IS, AT A T A FAENS 5G|
e effSfrey HRel-gmer (@ SREeE
o @M A, oA wE [F1owRAE G
CACH AP L& S T SRS |

”

A APCHL, (A SR «F AT (AT
(6 A1 T A TP0E (S A AAT

T @I A 7Y I G G A6
T, doE eRpfel @B IxE wWe i
W wfds 2 e FErs | G ([T A
e @81 IRRR Y0 o TIF WA TW—
‘O3 TUE TCH G TR QI ST (7R
& A WS (73
PRARET € TR (ST T/, (ST Bt J/—
[T2cea 73/ Ffeeeren ga]
q IR Y @R @ TR Ty qf
FAE8 | @9 W@ GFET I IS
e $C2 (WA AR, IROE (W TS
ffq e o ~neq I (5 AP T |
Fo ffoq =@ A w1 qGA-HHCH,
-S| fRa TNy ;e fw
ANSYT I A G (AT AGF T | et
@ I (12, OB T — FREE CFAS
<@ TwEY ARy 2 €t
cses A, A e 59 5, I TS
T )| A Afere (R = o

AR o onfy @, @R i
[sRide/ el o]

¢ PR @ GF M- AR~ SR
IS | ‘TR (GET....TSC8 T — T 4T
A/ TN (O TCACR AU YO ABC
W & @ T 3 AR qS A3
(I 4P COHTY G518 AT I Sejllo—
CIR (51 49 (S0 T ©Y ‘Tvg AT 40T
T TE A | OROR G ST A |
ST RO (opT, (e, SR (o
WE SR BB A, w4 AW A feug
it @ A v | 99 e S

Presidency College Magazine '98 © 15



w1’ 2R I S 9 WS 9
AETCS I ATE SME, A AR
WIS &C8'| SRR 2 3, SR TH FACAR
Q@R Y 9 AefEF (P GIFO! statement
Tq1 A oy iR aefin— « B 9BART
TACS 51T ZVE AT (I ; IR NI (WAR
foer =ifé wfeey weg @ 26 =01 @,

- AT, FAPS |

2 32 THRAT GO 9T JROF—

[ FCY Y XTI

I G R GFRA AW G

fowea S At ©F [ 6T AT 4
fFie*=7 3R 7, (e g0 o

[ew=r/ R o1 coga (A 78]

Q@ RS G A LT T 99 TR JeD
&3 [IACH | AW A6 TSR JT FAPICE, IR
T 08T e 306 o1 AIBIE— 9B (IR
TE3% U ¢ IR | SRAR ©rF e fferey
¢ RIS | WA 93 [ e
T G2 W (T NS (P 7R (FL | S
A (WF FE WA A AW TR I
AT FY ORIR @ AR Nevw S
LI TG A IR AR A Y AT
AL AT | § Y O TGCIA FYYIIANY AR
fEeq T fFeT A ST | G @F ROT
R T AT A AP @Y P
G LT ACT..." | A 93 THR ]|
PY U IR Q27 %] @A I | IR
A (TS (R ST, G018, 79 9 | X1
AFS @Y T IR A AT 9T T
I FICNT ATCIC | |
T 935 FRCH GieR TFTE GF TTFIT
*<, SFH S WA, AR FH JGA

16 o Presidency College Magazine '98

‘g T 32 5F O TgE, & @
R ficae wy IR oo ooz fwes
[t/ 3¢ e, AR ]

g @ (7 Swre O e rels)
FECT (S GLY AN ST & | FFCRCA
218 Wi, 3 | s e o1 craieed
7 | SN (I W 7 IS THR I
TIE TS O fREwm e wfee e:
@ g fiea A, A TEN HY A GGg
“fe a1 fiee g @ e a7 Sowen
W A YR ? WS “IIRART 9P
TR (SR T (S0 HeE gL
e @B (R WA WA HAw TS
TASHTS | FROCTS FINS IYS (WA AW
OIS (W TN AefE | R 399 Erd—
‘G4 R A A/ @ TR [
SCARO! A AT — T R PR A
SCF TICS FF (@ HfE e Ty A
R @ A9 TR | STER A W
e «Bzevg TR A A AW AN
9% SAYRY FTOH—

7 (@7 o7 Wit @

MW 2 5 (TS, A |

ORI Al A e

SRR AN A-9F

-2 W, T I

CETREETTT (AT

AT =TT

TSNS, GNP 1.

(S 3o =5/ 2=y oo faer]
Tog— ‘HfeF A7 qR T 1 SR
T @7 o LS A 9T [F T 7 T2
(® FICECH AW F'— I W AW A, W
I 1, (51 W AT CT2 7-9F GReICs 2f e



YN T AN WE g9H Y S
AT W Eee Atz s ‘o
*ZFHE A7 GO T -9 IR T2 TG
TS 2T (T T | TR (R T TS
QYN8 A BCl SR G q TS,
Tl Sce | 8 @ @A iy g3 %
7 B0 (AT AR

TG AT 7 G T, (I O T SR
9 T S 2 e & wyR g T80 Wy
TICI IYR I AW IS AT
T !

fewr
TSI T 3y 7 Mo e W (5T Wi
T A A AT

[<ca feea 03/ a@cam 2]

q, ST Y 2 T9 eE 1 e e
CIICAT T (AT YZ0E G3FFT Xrerq LI
(I T3 T NS | [ (THIFS | T3
qT Y1 PR @ T T AT AT |
% €3 o P [T IR Ao W (A
WE 9 (40T | TS R e W

uY o A 2

2T TS A (B GG

COICY (B A T (T FIES (A0S

M3 A T{H

O = e e g e T
o WIS, IE (BTY (BT AT T
qCET :
CCAT AT = A g et 1 e
2 AWV’
[Frefe/ T4 e, AEs 7]
T4 (OILd (B4 (AT JIE(S (74 A2

T T (WD LA MO GE W €]
212 Reqeh Tgawy A% U TGS «B e
g =g AR T facm— C‘omdr e S
2@ AL @ WY AT U FE 999 Y
QT FCA (PE ACH A G | A (A
1 W2 FoCe AEm BT THHea-—

‘CerTr (e o (8, 8y

. CEHTA @Te od B, @B

eI Sy e el

[faere/ a=a corer faem]

FE XARE HPRCE AT 93 SHae | TN @9
ool =09 geet e s, ¢ wift (o fefegf,
AT SR | STR7A T 90T M8 & e |
gif (73 afefme @ o ey <R comn
SRR T TG TFA, GG | A S
i IR VI I e A G I Tas|
32/ 2wy feEm caa T | |
A ow wfy & Ay ow g
Trel-cxer afemy iR 93 @R @,
tiv s Eaie ik (o lerc I HE I oY
@ Toce AMAY wifeenl e e a1 A
FE | P T Fe (e, I ©g8 O
CRTAPT (A (R ATCF..

4 (AT T AT (514 (AT S G o

[T (ACE T 20T FCA €C qeA (A A
frece e a1 fog2 i w9

foe estean Tes ofa wea fcaee. 7

TP E8 T TCAEMT (ATH (AR ATH L.
[Fr7a/ Sifws serg=Ty]

3 PIRTR ST T LAY 28 WA

GEFCT YCF bl X5 | S |

9Z IO FT GOT AW GFACY AT

foed o (e ) o fewed o1 e

Presidency College Magazine '98 o 17



A T SERMR QI (WF (A 6
(RC5 AR (2R | HAAR ANG TSR W
MECAS T 5 WP |

A4 9T FATT FICTA JIN FAT T
T WT9rg TR R 19

LA (T R e (0@ (@l S Y
TR TER = e Trw

[0 TUE e ooeae ey «2 @8 STherely

SR AT B
[ErcamaeT S s/ 4w o TePACE)
FHeR 2T w3 G Sice 9T Wl
RS AF FWAS A Tacs A7, ‘o
R WS A S et v’ fomes
2T (791 BF 2 | GT-ReTl 44T (AT
AT, SNEAT (T TwFoR, AR =fy
(AT TS|

% (7 98 W7 @ @ P e
Ty s T Tmemw 0 @i ot ares
AT (P RS- | @A @A A W
e COTB2 74 1 AN GEd 91
1% CAY T G A “TX'T TS (G
GB TER— U eE-q%d G 99
T-wf, w2 TR SERET @Ry 9B
T FHosws 2 menr o e
5T 20H 8w (TR A1 RA- oY G
CTICe (T AR— ‘TR AT TS
s @ YT 98 AW @y SR
9 @ TN F RA (@5 AR (A
T @27 @ W R oo @B @I
A

18 1§ Presidency College Magazine '98

5

GTFCN 93 TS F AT 78T T 7 217 9
S a1 o7 AR @ @Y FACS AT [ oA
CoCaTEETY SR oy @3 3 1 3R Yy
@ W, O I TFHC ANE IR S
(oY1 | B SR A S NS R SN
A1 T @ @S A, FR @ @y
P AV e fcem ey [eey e
COCAETT ST IO IS | FICHCH AR
T T G GF, FO [T FIFI IS
ks @ geifaTe e ey aremre w9 o
17| 3% ICA2 AR (ofe 81 S fa4me
SRS S [ 8N AmRRE
(5 (J1fH IeTea 831 92, ST | 7 74PY
R Frewe T SHEIE AP A, s
el

R 9P TEAT (=0 DHCSS TW | G (T8
TAPRIICAZ A | [ (TR S SO H1Ecq
AT | o8 ANR IS TE SOG4 |
IO IO FY A GCHR S |
TEAR LS |

aofog Jr ‘s 1 T4 30T, TS w9
78157 2 T | 97 22w b 1efE qZaFT—
oY AR G I, (I 935 G

- 9305 GlAeT PR, PR Y36 (I | AT

T 2T AR Thiee =i fwee e
a7 B TR oW Iiie Siagag e
oA A Y AR, (@B G, O S
SR~ T, R TR PIFIE | T8 (T
o w3 O3 @ S wwAw fEcafueT,



CINT A HTeres Ia ToTE ACAN—
‘98 (@1, W3 (I A AN A, 9
SRR Nk

371, T U q¢er 1 A T e e v

T I T 3¢ B | TS TFIICIA A

(AT (TR 7 T I (A AP e

R @F N T A IR N S

et 8ol SR _

‘q8 R T AT APS VY FFIA | g

YFE 1 93 CTACEF 71 UIFCE | % @1

YT (T2 -, @FF AT 7 T 93

T 4= 7 77 T3 <oy = o TR,

W 61 TF— U T U ACE T
SHICAN FCO SIF T, (TR (IR S
(TF YU IR T2 W6, FNA— 21>
TS 9w, MG :

@B (o1, 98 (o AfG FE ) e, 999 o
F A

[er1/ [AfES #rere wa]
HHZ (73, IS N (2N IS @A @
= A S e, A ONE A, GEE
A oY, @R w9 AfeR @ e
20 WA S AR @ SHRT o7 TAHaen
T @ THET 94 e, A

Presidency College Magazine '98 o 19



It’s Still Rainning Cats and Dogs

Sunando Sarkar
Alumns
Department of English

It is raining cats and dogs when I have been
asked to write something for this column.

The order comes from— 1| supposc— one
of the “editors” of this column. And it— [
am referring to the order— could not have
been given in more stentorian a voice.

I dare not disobey him as he is known to
live in one of the more militant neighbou-
rhoods of northern Calcutta. More importantly
I come back to college quite often and he is
known, or rather heard, to possess a voice
that matches the militant nature of the youths.
of the area where he grew up. I don’t want
to risk the health of my cars. I possess only
two.
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It’s stell raining cats and dogs. Cats I don’t
know much about. Nor do I care to know
much. My relationship with the feline species
has ceased to develop after my father beat
me up onc-day.

It was not the only time that my father beat
me. There have been numerous such memora-
ble occasions. But that day, I was beaten up
for a feline fault: stcaling, and cating, fish.
It does not matter that I stole, and ate, the
fish. The fact remains that stealing. and cating
fish is a (cline fault. '

Itis, surprisingly and annoyingly, still raining
cats and dogs. And Milieu is as annoyed as
the other students of presidency College.



“Qther” is not an oversight. He became a
student of this college the day he was sought
o be rusticated by a former principal of the
college.

His brief life— he was born in the midst
of the college fest in 1994 and, hence, is four
years old— has not exactly been uneventful.
He is one of the very few in this college to
have been given marching orders. Another of
the species was a gentleman called Subhas
Chandra Bosc. Milien, however, is ncither a
gentleman nor a patriot.

But he proved himsclf to be more resilient.
When the former principal declared— “‘Either
I stay in college or the dogs’— he turned a
deal car. He stayed, with not a little help from
the other students. The college, surely, had
gone to the dogs.

It's still raining cats and dogs. The dog is
now considering leaving the last of the leaves

of bread [ bought for him for other lesser
mortals. '

He can afford to. Yesterday, another
Presidencian— she left the college before me
but, like me, comes back— brought the dog
some meat to cat.

The dog leads a better life than me. 1 did
not have any meat yesterday. I could not afford
to.

In India, onc’s standard of living is directly
proportional to the amount of mecat one has,
so am I told. T yearn lor a dog's lifc. _

Milicu underwent vasectony last year. He
was forced to.

1 got marricd 10 one of my clanmates this
year and 1 don’t want to be forced into
undergoing that operation just now. No, I don't
yearn for a dog’s lifc any more.

It’s still raining cats and dog, 45 minutes
after 1 was asked to write something for the
college magazine,
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st Essay v

Notes Towards A New Theory of Culture

Tirtha Prasad Mukhe padiyay

Department of Englisa

Ldedicate these notes 1o Prof. Arun Xumar Das
of contemplation,

What is culture ? .
T wish 1o have recourse 1o 2 specific etymolog;-
al significance of the word before Irying to
construct a discourse of culure. Surely, one
ol its meanings suggests growth or cultivation
as in agriculture. to Erow or cultivate implies
organic growth, insemination or breaking forth
of the idca.
Elymologically, this sense
Sanskrit krishti: the stem
culiivate, to grow,

is closc 1o the
Xarshan means (o
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- in man’s

gupta, formerly Professor gf Lnglish at Presidency
College and at the University of Caleutia, 1he heasty of whase

socl lies bevond my fimits:

Tagore speeks of culture as transcendence.
He asswmes that we cap SXPress oursclves
through cur modes af existence. He believes
subjective efforts to create an artiul
life. In some of his late prosc works he speaks
about the valuc of an artistic or cultural
transformation of social and civic systems. We
can 1ake an example 1o undérstand what
Tagore means. The pitcher, for instance, is
used to carry water, The pitcher serves ihe
needs of life bul the same object may be



painted or decorated. At this moment the
ontological status of the pitcher is transformed
into an art object. Tagore advocates a nced
for this total orientation of our perception $o
that the sturggle for existence or survival is
continually defeated, transformed and recrea-
ted by an aesthetic intelligence.

Such a theory adopts the view that the entire
universe of man has an organic potential which
can be manipulated. This principle may be
compared to the gardeners’ efforts of cloning
a plant.

Tagores concept of culture is derivative upon
a tradition of philosophy which has its roots
in Bhartrihari and Buddhist. Even Christianity
has contributed towards the formation of
Tagore’s ideas of culture. We may call this
the Brahmo concept. Tagore says that for him
the perfect expression is a product of an
interplay between himself and the rest of the
world that surges through his personality in
waves. : '

I have scen in this idea of Tagorc’s an
important clement of all philosophical thought
arching a great anthropological horizon. This
is the question which resolves itsell’ into a
single statement— the relationship between
the deific and the human. Tagore believes that
the human being is wholly subsumed into the
deific. In this context culture— the whole,
comprehensive question of cultural expre-
ssion— is to be explained as the Deity's writing
ofitself, the expression of itself through human
dimension. In Tagore we have scen the fact
that art is reflection of the artist’s perception
of the Deity. Jibanananda has anticipated this
position for Tagore whom he sces to be writing
in a tradition of syncretic doxa from the
Platonic, Judaco-Christian to Buddhism and
monistic Hinduism.

We may oppose this Tagorcan notion and
culture 1o the nonphilosophical, magical,

anthropic expression of culture. By ““anthro-
pic”’, lintend 1o signify a particularly primitive,
unsystematized corpus of knowledge—— it may
be an evolving corpus but it tends to be written
down as certain accepied gestures and sign
of a race of people rather than be something
monolithic and be written down as a constitu-
tion of principles. Wemay say that the dissemi-
nation of this kind of culture is scen among
tribal populations who practise living as oral
nonliterate cultures. For these tribal and primi-
tive groups, whose beliefs still simmer with
the rudiments of the nonliterate, oral and
autotelic intelligence, culture is a projection
of a voice. But here the individual’s expression
is uncontrolled. The individual s a victim of
the cxpressive power of culture.

Now, the cultural sign— the living texture of
the entire cultural, acsthetic anthropo-philoso-
phical significrs, as Derrida would call it— is
never bound by itself is always on the verge
of an inflation. The {icld of culture can never
be catographically distinguished. One cultural
voice mixes, dissolves and is recrcated as
another voice, Now, therefore, these two
traditions which we have just noted— one,
the sophisticated, academical or institutional
concept of culture which is represented by
Tagore and the other which is the unsophisti-
cated, folk, oral and nonliterate culture arg
not segregated rhythins but merge with, attract
and respond to onc another. What we have
is a perfect example of cultural grafting, a
hybrid culture. Culture is always hybrid. There
is no pure culture. Alinost all cultural rituals
or gestures, public and private consist of
movements which reveal aspects of a different
cultural ritual. We observe this phenomenon
in the act of speech. Let us consider the way
in which two individuals spcak. What we see
in this action is onc individual signalling to-
wards another. The signal, the word evokes
a movement in the other individual's stock
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of signals or words. It is like a magnet touching
a pattern of iron filings. The pattern now
changes that has been successiully evoked in
the consciousness of the second individual.
The signalling word is transferred and abso-
rbed and has no identity except that of its
dead, past form, a- memory. Its significance
lics entirely in the answer or reply which the
second individual or the listener now gives.
We may at this point return to the example
of the botanical graft. The grafted stem has
no identity of its own becausce it has transferred
itselft— its potentiality— on to the mother
plant. But the mother plant also loscs identity.
We have a new genetic entity, a plant which
Is no more anything like what it was in the
past but a new plant which has received the
graft and has assumed an entirely new identity.
This plant which has received the grafting does
not have a history. It is a totally unhistorical
being. The new plant severs its connection with
history the moment it receives a graft.
Analogically, the culture of a people changes
the moment it receives a foreign impulse. Tt
becomes a difterent cultural organisation. It
is a gift perhaps a gift of nature that our cultural
identity is never fixed but is constantly recei-
ving a different configuration. It is the greatest
boon that the humanity has received that we
can deny our history and assume a new identity
every moment. It is in the celebration of our
perpetual renewal that we can identity ourse-
ves most fully.

Let the historicist-who belicves that history
is everything, that tradition is cverything, or
heritage— despair that culture 1s not historical
but is 1o be defined as what it is only in its
living, present forms. '
Where does the syncresis take place?

I shall take an cxample in order to study the
confluence of cultures. The Baul from Bi-
rbhum has always haunted our imagination
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because he seems to be a figure absorbed in
himself, rapt in contemplation and, above all,
fecling the pulse of a rhythm. A wave is
ransmitted [Tom his waist upward through his
torsc and spills over in song. Thereis a jhumur
around his ankles which jingles in that thythm.
The most mysterious part of the Baul’s music
is the wirc percussion, bordering on the
incongruous but then it gets harmonized to
the song. The percussion and the rhythm of
the jhumur releases the total effect, the magic.
The Baul’smusical effusion reflects a transti-
guration of clements which pervades the cultu-
ral horizon of a primitive and cthnic civiliza-
tion. The rhythm of the tribals of Bengal
platcau and their avid perception of the
character-— [ may call the spiritual character,

n the absence of any better term which could

represent the whole of the plant, its total being
as an cxpressive form of nature— of the
hardwood forests of the plateau, of its trees,
the sal or the mahuais simulated in the notes
of their song. It is with these notes that the
Baulstarts to sing. He inseminates himself with
these notes. In our terms of discourse the
Baul’s song has received a graft and has now
itself become a creative sign or modifier.
The older Bauwl is today rarcly to be seen
because he tends to vanish and transmit his
signifying spirit to the mass culture, the micro-
phone and the electronic medium that has
begun to affect our lives.

Il one remembers the dictum that the whole
of cxistence is changing all the time then one
faces an incvitable opposite conclusion that
pothing is able to remain as it is, and that
the other name of absolute change is an
absolute permanence of principles that ensures
that the change always take place. When you
sce an organism you realize that it is growing
and approaching you. It is the nature of an
organism that it grows and alters its former
scll but that as long as it has not reproduced



and assured its continuance in its offspring
or if it has not been as yet dead and interned
in earth you also recalize that it is the same
organism that you arc obscrving. It remains
as itself despite changing. Since culture is the
organism in whosc bosom we live we know
that it 1s going to help us sustain ourselves
or, may be in its wrath, take its toll from us
and destroy us. '

[ have seen in the tulsi the meaning of our
culture. The tulst, a tender plant is a metaphor
of our concept of culture. The Indian civiliza-
tion has worshipped it like a deity. This scems
1o be a fairly proper attitude to the perception
of the deific. We worship the tuw/si The
houscwife of the previous generation and cven
to some extend the villager today associates
chastity and the ideal of self-giving to the
worship of the twlsi

The rulsiis usually planted on a stump of mud.
The stump is made of clay and posscsses
cuboid or geometrical configuration. It has
some ornate designs on the outer surface of
its walls, especially artful patterns, shaped like
the conch, one dimensional and going round
it like a {rill of impressions. The wife places
a lamp on the alter and blows of conch. The
sound fills- the cvening air. '

I compare our culture to the tulsibecause it
is a aplant which resembles the being of
culture. It is a samll plant but it is strong
resilient and perpetuates itself out of its own
seeds. When we worship it we invoke its
power. The wind shakes its leaves and boughs
but it has an unshakable stem. The tulsiinvites
us to wonder at the strength of that which
is liable to cscape notice but which is also
unperishable.

No onc can conceive a sense of culture without
having a vision of the organically palpable
exterior in which onc lives. He is impelled

by a sense of helplessness that it is not possiblg

to extricate himself from the living signs of
its culture, the language he speaks, the ethical
taboo he accepts or even the gods of technolo-
gical machinery— that is to say, the imple-
ments which enhance his*style of living, or
retards it— and the elements which requires
his" habitual submission. towards them.
The human being is the scapegoat of culture,
the sacrifical victim. He has no independence
of his own but a total dependence on what
is not his own. He can hope to survive by
playing his rolec in low key. The lower the
key of man's cxistence the higher is his
understanding of culture. Playing a subdued
role implics that he has submitted his ego to
the demands of cultural supremonster and has
let his horrific deity rule him wholly and
unscrupulously. We have to be cautious, there-
fore, that we are merely hunted animals in
a gamc whosce rules are too perfect to be

" understood and 100 unsympathetic to be justi-

fiable by our capacity to reason.

Fhave spoken of two striving sprints of culture
which [ shall now consider:

® The Tagorcan which is a methodologically
perfectionist mode

® [olk, non-litcrate, cthnic

There are other currents which [ do not take
into account because they shall form subjects
of my discoursc clsewhere. I consider only
the two mentioned above for a certain vital
purpose.

Let me oppose the first to the second, the
institutional to the cthnic, the totalitarian to
the subcultural. Like two things having affinity
for cach other these are at strifc and the second
is in danger or in the hope of being consumed
by the first. The institutional cultuze of the
Bengali people are about to cat up the primiti-

-ve, the cthnic culture. The government takes

care to preserve the artifacts of cthnic culture
and reach financial assistance 1o the practition-

Presidency College Magazine '98 o 25



ers of folk culture. The final result is indeed
the opposite of what has been intended. The
establishiment machinery ends up subsuming
the products of a firmly rooted culture, like
a harvester machine extricating the grain from
the paddy. At least in the heart of a city the
cultural relics of the past arc circulating along
its streets like blood cells through arterics.
Nothing is important in the ant-walk of civiliza-
tion. It has a pattern of its own. Man does
not leave trails behing him but his incessantly
creating a new trail, a new pattern.

I have suddenly discovered that in the world
in which [ have my being, the world immedia-
tely around me, the elements of the primitive
culture arc still shricking in pain yet to be
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devoured by the impersonal, controlling power
of pro-establishment governing agencies. On
Colicge Street where Ihave my being the book
devours the intense struggle and sculpturesque
simplicity of the bookseller, exotic names of
a different Judaco-Platonic European culture
allures a son of the soil. The man who belonged
to his family and his habitat, in most cases
laid low and cringed, is now poised to take
the next flight to eternity, or the ramparts of
animperialist University in Europe or America.
Now it is truc that our intellectual pursuits
are oriented towards the West but, even as
we acknowledge we understand that the phe-
nomenon is not irreversible. We never know
at what point of time our culture is going to
take a turn.



Essay

Reality and Consciousness: A Sceptical Viewpoint

Santanu Chakraborti
Second Ycar
Statistics Honours

The questions of whether the world is real,
and if so it is explicable and intelligible to all,
is a problem that has concerned thinkers and
philosophers of all ages. Reality is meaningful
if and only if we have knowledge of it. And
knowledge of comething presupposes a co-
nsciousness. In this article we shall deal with
the sceptical viewpoint of the world and
proceed to demonstrate how no knowledge
is certain and finally deal with the problem
of consiousness.

The Nature of the World in Indian Philosophy
Before we actually grapple with the topic,
it is perhaps advisable to define God or the

supreme being since we shall have to define
the world in terms of God. For our purpose
it shall be sufficient if we define God as Father
Copleston SJ defined in course of his debate
with Bertrand Russell viz God is a supreme
personal being— distinit from the world and
creator of if. Of coursc this definition rather
excludes the content that God is both an
Absolute and a living principle and also scems
to prevent any interactcons between this world
and God, but it shall suffice for our purposes.

In Indian philosophy, the world is simply
an cffect of God who, therefore, must be its
causc. And since a causc is more real than
the effect, the world is relatively unrcal with
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God being the Absolute Reality. The workings
of the cosmos arc seen as an interaction
between two principles of being and non-being
with God as the upper limit and matter or
prakriti the lower limit. Matter always secks
to be transformed into spirit. When enlighte-
ment dawns on the entire world, the purpose
of God is realized and the world is restored
to its origin in purc being. However the
fundamental point in all this is that the cosmic
process itsell’ confrims the unreality of the
world by the sclf-contradictary nature of evo-
lution, in which, as we have scen, there is
a struggle of opposites. And the real is always
above and separate from all cantradictions and
opposites.

The world therefore has to be understood
(rather attempted to be understood) through
the concept of maya— approximately ransla-
ted as illusion. It posits that the world is “not
essential being like Brahman, nor is it mere
non-being”” (8. Radhakrishnan). It does not,
however, imply that the world is an illusion
or non-existent absolutely. Only that it is a
delimitation from both unmeasured and the
immeasurable a state from both unmeasured
and the immeasurable a state of plasma if you
like.

In all theistic philosophics it is stated that God
1s real but ts unknowable. This has been done,
it scems, to avoid the most fundamental
question viz why did the supreme being create
a world in the first place? We cannot assign
any reason whatsoever because in doing so
we immediately conler upon God mortal
human characteristics. The Christian view-
point of god having created man in his own
image appears, to be a manclestation of self
love and megalomania which, as we all knew,
are prety underirable human characteristics.
In every religion God is above the ordering
of time and space. It is incvitable thercfore
thatin accepting the reality of God we establish
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the unrcality of the world and our physical
selves. ’

The Unreality of the World— The Problem
of Knowledge

Reality, as we stated carlier, mcans a knowle-
dge and conscquently a consciousness of
reality. But do we knew anything at all for.
certain 7 Consider the thought experiment
devised by Bertrand Russell in 1921, He said
that the world including everything in it, was
created just 5 minutes ago. Everything that
we sce around us confriming opposite, the
buildings, fossils, cvery humans, were placed
there the same five minutes ago only to give
you the impression that the world was not
created five minutes ago. It is no use saying
“Ah! T remember the time three months ago
when 1 fell in love”. This though along with
all others have been implanted in your mind
five minutes ago. As such is therc any way
of knowing anything for certain? Russcll
argued there isn’t.

Ren¢ Descartes tackled the problem of kno-
wledge much as Euclid tackled the problem
of geometry. First therc would be facts utterly
certain, (rom which would follow axioms .
which is then could allow us to infer new facts
with certainty. He was amazed to find that.
there was nothing at all he could be certain
about. For example you may know for certain
that your name is Tyrannosaurus but there
is always a doubt, isn’t there? Because your
name may actually be Stegosaurus and to give
you the impresscon that your name is Tyra-
nmnosaurus. Chances are slim of such an eve-
ntuality but they do exist. Nothing is certain.
In another famous thought-experiment it is.
posited that while you were steeping at might
cverything has doubled. Is there any way of
measuring this change? Not really. What you
would measure with has also doubled and
there is no way you can compare against any



absolute standard. Given that, did a change
take place at all?

Jules Henre Poincare, leading light of the
antircalists (who say that there are no evidence
transcendental  truths) said there was no
change at all it iris impossible to detect it.

Who Are You?— Attempts At Understa-
nding Consciousness :
“Cogiio crgo sum’ said Descartes— [ think

therefore 1 am. Using the Sause and effect

principic he argud that God exists and therefo-
re the world. exists. Since God is perfect he
would not deceive us into believing an illusory
external world (Notice the similarily with
Indian Philosophy).

The exisientialist principle runs counter to this.
Sartre states that the consciousness which says
“lam™ is not the consciousness that thinks.
i. ¢. recognition of an object is always acco-
mpanied by a consciousness that doubts the
_object as uncertain. The consciousness there-
fore does not acteally consider itself but a
pre-reflective consiousness— this does not
mean that the process has to carry on ad
infinitum. Consciousness is such that for it
to exist and it to be awarc of itself is one
and the same,

What is consciousness actually? Consider
that a little bit of your brain, corresponding
1o a certain function, is replaced by a computer
chip performing the same function. But by bit
your entire brain is replaced by computer
chips. What finally remains is exactly like you
in thought, actions, emotions, everything: but
is it you ? This approachis known as functiona-
lism. It states that what is unique about oneself
is entircly due to the arrangement of clectrons
in your brain. In other words the theological
concept of the immutable soul is untenable.

What is it that acutally makes the ‘I person’
distinct from the “You person’. We can look

upon the Other as not being me, but I can
never prove its existence since the Other is
by defenition another ‘I outside my ken of
experience. And of course, any valid proof
must be based on what is within my experi-
ence.

This brings us to the ‘Other-minds’ problem.
What if you were the only person with a
conscious mind and cveryone clse were an
automation programmed to bchave and re-
spond exactly as a human would there is no
way you could find out if they indeed were
automatons when we assumed without even
thinking about it, that everyone else has a
consciousness we also do something mathe-
matically ridiculous and ihconsistent— we
octrapolate from onc sample — namely ourse-
Ives. We think that because we have a co-
nsciousness, but we assume we are correct
simply because the mind refuses to believe
otherwise. Obviously then we have to be as
doubtful of consciousness as we are of reality.

Imagintions

We do not, in actuality, imagine, anything
completely novel or original. Whatever we
imagine is based on reality (well, whatever
we perceive reality to be) For example an

“unicorn is a horse with a horn. Little green

men from Mars arc merely men— little green
ones of course. Our minds arc*trapped in the
reality we sce. We can only collect kits of
reality, put them together and imagine we arc
imagining. We arc all trapped in a reality which
is itself uncertain and can’t even escape from
it through imagination.

Recality then is illusory, consciousness is ine-
xplicable (if it cxists at all), knowledge is
uncertain and imagination is a prison rather
than a sanctuary. Ours is indeed a strange
world to survive in. Can you conceive of any
world in which this is any different ?

Presidency College Magazine '98 0 29



From the imagined to the IHusory
Notes on the post-Indian Nationalisms

Bodhisattva Kar
Second Year

History Honours

Authenticity of the Jargon

The title of this article suz,gests a certain
gesture of directionality: it is as though there
has alrcady been a definite shift in the pattern
of the constructs of the ‘pations’. Such a
gesture can easily be misunderstood. A teleo-

logical bias can be read into the title: as if
is destined to transform itself

‘imagination’
into ‘illusion’, as if the unreal does not acquire
any tension in its developmental process, as
if the imagined always precedes the illusory.
I wish to pit the sub-title against the title. The
word ‘post-Indian’, I hope, is odd enough to
drive my point home: that the much-trumpet-
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ed ‘Indianness’ is an exercise in temporality.
The space is not a space unless it is ordered
by time. On the other hand, contem-
porancity— the form in which homogenous
time is usually conceptualized— is attested by
a socio-spatial cartography. The tension
caught up in this dialectic is what I want to
address here.

Us as Them

Nationalism is both a politics of de-difterentia-
ttion and a totalizing dynamic of Otherization.
The centrality of this paradox to the nationalist



discourses appears to be— whether I like it
or not— universal.. But what does this parado-
xical formulation actually mean ? At one level,
the nationalist ideology attempts to extend a
horizontal Sameness' by discursively witho-
Iding or suspending the alternative identities
{such as class and gender); at another level,
nationalism rests upon and consolidates itself
around the constructs of the Other{s). The
complex phenomena of the production, distri-
bution and consumption of the Otherness(es)
were always already embedded in the semantic
struggle for the definition of the Self. The
Indian nationalism, which announced its repre-
sentative and interpretative monopoly of the
Seif of the ‘nation’, proposed a naive binary
opposition (an cither/or structure) between
the {Indian) Self and the (British) Other. This
in turn allowed the Indian nationalism to
tegitimize its claim as the onc and only Other
of colonialism. But, in fact, a perceplion
{(re-cognition) of the Big Other (had Lacan
been a sociologist, he would have termed
colonialism thus) led to the formation of
varicus Little Others within. These Litle
Others were glued together to be projected
as a unified image of the Sclf of the ‘nation’.
I have tried to elaborate this argument clse-
wherc.” What I neced to mention here is the
specificity with which the ‘Self” insisted on
the disavowal of the Others. T want to put
my finger on the disavowal of the plurality
of the Alterity. By suppressing this plurality,
the Indianness attempted to represent itself
as a transhistorical phenomenon. But now, as
[ want to point out, the so-called ‘scparatist
movements’ re-perspectivalize the temporali-
ty inherent in the political space defined as
‘India’.

India Demapped
In an illuminating essay on ‘Maps and the
Formation of the Geo-Body of Siam’ Tho-

ngchai Winichakul demonstrates how the
encounter between two types of geographical
knowledge led one 1o be subsumed under the
other.” The geographical range of the power
of the state, we may further Winichakul’s
argument, has also a discursive limit: the
overstimulation of locational realities (centre
vs. peripheries) must ultimately be blamed on
an Other— cither the centre or the {rontiers.
So, it may be argued, ‘the rationality of
expansion proposed by the metropolis™
haunts the ideological project of cartography.
On the contrary, the marginal wishes to view
itself as the unmapped, if not as the unmappa-
ble. The discourse of the margin shows a desire
to remain uncontaminated by the central/focal
images. Yet, for the marginal, the experience
of mapping has consequences that cannot be
avoided. It is no more possible to throw out
the bath-water while retaining the baby: the
United Liberation Front of Assam also has its
own maps of the ‘proposed sovercién indepe-
ndent state of Assam’ in order to insert thc
proposed into the present.’ The contempora-
neity. ‘of India is thus renounced, but only at
the cost of rearticulating and fracturing the
present. It is not onjy, then, a struggle over
space, but also onc over time. The signature
of the Sclf demands to inscribe itself in this
world of the Others.

The Will to Illusion

The late capitalist technology has so expanded
and perfected the techniques of representing
the real that— for Eco and Baudrillard, at
least— the very ontological status of the real
itself has been called into question. The spectre
of nationalism hovers over this newly rcawake-
ned unreal. Are the nationalists transposing
“the spontancous power of the imagination,
the experience of self and affectivity, into the
remote and the archaic” 7° Arc these people
practically leading themselves out of ‘mode-
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mity’ but for rcasons that could only be
conceived in the terms given by the very
project of modernity 7 These are the questions
generally raised by the theorists who believe
in redeeming the project of modernity— the
Habermassians, for example.

But has chronology any legitimate demand
upon nationalism ? I am certainly not claiming
eternity for nationalism, but I mean to say that
we are destined to drift constantly between
the nationalism-is-eternal claim and its histori-
cization (or, demystification). We arc no more
in a position torender its wholeness. As Roland
Barthes observed in 1956, “if we penetrate
the object, we liberate it but we destroy it;
and if we acknowledge its full weight, we
respect it but we restore it 1o a state which
is still mystificd.”"” 1 fear, il is also truc of
nationalism.

Let us have a look at what Mussolini thought
about it: *‘I have always declared... that there
is no such thing as a pure race! The beliel
that thereeis, is an illusion of the mind, a feeling.
But does it exist any less for that?"® For
Mussolini, the will to illusion was of course
not opposed to the will to power. The Fascists
wantced to grasp the real which had already
escaped the [talian society.

Now allow me to come back to our story.
Do the so-called post-Indian nationalists co-
nsciously {urther a politics of illusion? 1f so,
docs the will 1o illusion go hand in hand with
the will to power? Well, the extraordinary
presence  of their discourses is  effected
through their very absence, through their
unbridgeable distance from the real, from even
the possibility of the real. The State which
is both the supreme real and its magical double
defines them as the ‘terrorists’. Terror, we
all know, is necessarily disjointed. There can
be no ‘reign’ of terror as such, there are only
‘moments’ of terror. The discursive technolo-
gy of terror is also discontinuous— we have
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- a whole range of floating images: guerrilla

attacks, local mythologics, suppressed kno-
wledges. “Taking up these masks, revitalizing
the buftoonary of history, we adopt anidentity,
whose unreality surpasses that of God, who
started the charade.””® For the leaders, the will
to illusion may be interwoven with the will
to power. But for thc masses— to whom
truth/falsity is always anonymous— the move-
ment, I believe, appears to be an ironical art
of disappearcnce, of withdrawal. This
plural-as-singular identity is condemned to a
systematic dissociation from within. The post-
Indian will to illusion stems from a fundame-
ntal cynicism, a disillusionment with the real—
the body politic. This collective stupefaction,
as Baudrillard argues, is “alive in the hearts
ol pcople, but haunts just as well the processes
of cvents.”’!°

The people, 1 hope that they. still exist, have
become tired of real-izing their *dreams’. The
homogenizing project of the real destroys all
memory of a birth-process which embodics
a multiplicity of pasts, Now that the focal/the
real itsclf has become fragmented into dissi-
dent micro-spaces and micro-times which
fracture it into a constellation of unidentitiable
voices and a plurality of alienable meanings,
the decentred space/time of the marginal are
also facing the same crisis of centrality/reality.
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Defending the Indefensible

Kingshuk Chatterjee
First Year
History, Postgraduate Level

In 1996 gencral elections, the average voter
turn-out all over India was between 50 & 55%.
For most states, the figures continue a decline
that have characterized the last few elections.
Observers of politics attribute this to voter-a-
pathy. The ruling partics somewhat proudly
suggest that the failure to turn out was because
half the nation was hopefully confident that
the ruling parties would be returned on the
strength of their achicvements by the other
half— without stopping to think that all of them
might not have the same idea of a bright future.
Similarly, the opposition parties belicve that
those who didn’t vote did so out of the disgust
evoked by the ruling parties, while most of
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the votes cast were rigged. Revolution—
minded people on the left and the right see
in this stay-away-from-thc— polls syndrome
onsct of yet another— decline of liberal/bou-
rgeois democracy? 1 have been assured by
one such friend of mine that the right wingers
{rcactionarics, as he put it) are already prepa-
ring for a civil war in the forests of Madhya
Pradesh (Did I hear anyone laughing obsce-
nely?) ‘
To the meanest intelligence the spectrum of
opinions would secem to have only one
meaning— viz. Indian politics has reached its
nadir in public opinions since 1947. Onc might
even say, that is not the case— Indian politi-



cians can stoop cven lower. And rightly, too.
But of late T have been wondering as to whether

Indian politicans are stooping low at all. If

anything, they are upgrading India’s democra-
¢y with a level attained by countrics as Japan,
South Korea and Italy where the nexus be-
tween the scales and the sceptre are cqually
strong. Also Indian politicians invoke issucs
(which misguided people call ‘medieval’) simi-
lar in nature that did Iran proud after 1978
and Israel since her birth. They have also set
up a link with the underworld— a collusion
that puts to shame all but pre 1990 Italy, post
1990 Rumia and Columbia on cither side of
1990.

So what is Iundamentally wrong with Indian
politicians. I would say, nothing! Or, if at all,
the very slightest. For there is a tendency of
pretension among them. Indian politicians
have been unable to discard their holier than
thou attitude. No sooner is fervent patriot of
a lcader stranded on the mire of ‘political
miscaleulation’, than all others start denou-
ncing him as ‘unpatriotic’, ‘venal’, ‘irresponsi-
ble,” ‘tiddling with public contidence’— and
all such not. Even this is understandable to
the broadminded. Politics today is a competiti-
ve field. Cynics are nearly ritht (harshly
though) when they say politics is for people
who like a bit of plunder to go with a lifetime
of blunders. That is, what with politicisation
of illiteracy, industrial backwardncss and agri-
cultural quasi-modernism politics is the most
remunerative vocation. Thus a promising co-
mpetition has 1o be kept out once he has been
brought down by circumstances.

How can our democracy function in any less
than perfcct manner 7 We choosc our represe-
ntatives with great care so that all scctions
of our population are clected in strict propo-
ttion to their number. We clect a good deal
of pcople with criminal records ranging from
murder suspects to rubbers— although invaria-
bly the allegations are ““politically motivated”’
and never proven, and even if proved no doubt

the cvidence was apocryphal. We clect only
a few women not because our attitude to them
is mediceval, but because we are confident that
our male legislators understand their problems
perfectly. And righty, too. Our legislation,
from the bucolic types to the salfron-clad
firc-brands, all are emancipated, thanks cither
to Manu or to his West Asian counterpart.
The bulwark of this democracy of ours arc
our political partics. It the strength of a
democracy is measured by the number of
platforms for opinion, then our political partics
alone will make India pass the test. In India
there are more political partics then there are
politicians to man them. Every party has an
opinion that makes it fundmentally different
from all others. What that difference might
be is usually cxplained in a manifesto that
generally makes nonsense scem intelligible.
This difference is so helptul that a party which
starts off in a general election subject to juicy
appraisals from two other partics, is found
after the polls to be supporting the once against
the other— and no questions asked (expect
by the party that now has itself candidly spoken
about by the other two).

Still, thanks to a press too-learned-by-half,
one can generally learn which party is on the
right, which on the left and which sits on the
fence.

For instance, there is that party on the right
which comprises of religious souls. They are
rightly convinced that Pandora’s box of trou-
bles can be closed shut if only the magic wand
of ‘Hindutva’ is waved. While some people
think this violates our constitutional adherence
to sccularisin, they generally miss a point.
‘Hindutva' ts a very inoffensive factor. For,
Hinduism means everything under the subco-
ntinental sun to cverybody. It could mean
Vedic ritualism, Vedantic intellectualism, Cha-
rvaka scepticism, Bhagavad fatalism, sublime
mysticism or it could mean anti-Muslim acti-
vism as in northern India. Never should itmean
Vivekananda's philanthropism. It could also
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mean cconomic protectionism at home and
export promotion abroad which is 1o stiffen
India’s fifty years old infant cconomy. It also
means uniform civil code (preferably a Hindu
one) because our hearts bleed at the condition
of women of a particular community, not of
Indian women as such. It never means an end
to a privileged income-tax bracket for Hindu
joint famly. And the best part of il is that
Hindutva might even cncompass secularism,
as secularism is directly related to tolerance
of other religions and tolerance is a trait
peculiar to the Hindus. And this tolerance is
genuine, mind you. I’s not that Hindus were
tolerant because they couldn’t beat the disse-
nter black and blue carlier, or that they are
tolerant only of the views that concur with
them. Even now they arc not intolerant, as
they are made out to be. It is only that all
have conspired against the Hindu for long, and
now pressed hard the poor soul is lighting
back.
We also have parties on the left that speak
about social justice and workers’ rights.
Although antiquated idealists to exist on this
platform, yet generally this wing have people
with sober understanding of democratic poli-
tics. Their agenda for social justic hinges
largely on for reservation job the backward
classes. Critics might observe that by creating
this plebian aristocracy cfliciency is being
sacrificed— but how much cfficiency had we
-ever, anyway ? If anything, this is justice, not
discrimination. For, centuries of repression in
a pre-colonial society most certainly need be
avenged in a post-colonial one.
Their agenda also include useful programmes
like land-reforms. They are quite convinced
that generally a landowner with, say, 30 acres
of land should not be deprived of more then
10-20 acres. And if indeed he were deprived
of more, the holdings should be so parcelled
out among tenant farmers and share croppers
that they become uneconomic and so have
to walk back to the landed magnate at the
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and of the day. With such land retorms, they
have successfully won the confidence of both
partics— landowners and tenants.

They have also succeeded in what socialists
elsewhere have failed. While they have not
actually broken with the capitalists (the bigger
ones) they have given the workers freedom
from exploitation by giving them a right to
leisure, They make usc of this right in the
name of strike, and the social justice scekers
see to it that the workers are paid adequately
for that.

There is also a party of the centre that has
been sitting on the fence for over a hundred
years, and in so doing it has controlled the
hdding within the fence for about half that
time this partly comprises of the pick of the
lot from all professions, and allegedly speaking
for all— may they be bearded academics
worrying themselves sick over Indian eco-
nomy, or people with four decades of alleged
possessiveness (be it over 112 bags of cement
in the ’50s or telecom items in the "90s). This
was the party that gave us a onc-man cabinct
(albeit in a large council of minister). A
women'’s cabinet with one man in it (who had
unintentionally almost given the opposition a
democratic farcwell in mid-70s} also did the
party proud. Of late it has been politically so
victimised that it has been suggested that its
next session would be held behind the confines
of the Tihar jail.

We also have regional partics that outnumber
the regions they represent by about 6 to 1.
All these parties promote regional interest only
in order to promote national interest and
development. Critics say they have not much
to say on the score of development— but then
critics will say anything. As to national interest,
they have a point. Unless the condition of the
provincial parties (not, mind you, of the
riffraft}) improve vis-a-vis the centre, the cou-
ntry as a whole, will not progress. So now
that we have a federal front at the centre,
India’s problems are surely going to be solved



presently. For, instead of a hawkish central
government we now have one whose mettle
bears a striking resemblance to a jellylish—
known for its {lexibility.

It remains to speak of those angels in human
shape whose constant concern is our welfare—
our political lcaders (up with them!). They
arc ‘thc twentieth-century saints’ who, while
used to commute on foot, had reluctantly to
switch over the A.C. railway widches on
aircraft. Nor indeed do they do so unless they
arc forced by their sensc of duty to the people
they represent— and that too, because the
expenses are willingly borne by the Indian
citizen from his amply-stuffed purse. They are
nationalists if they are anything, and little else
besides.

Our politicians are particularly well endowed
with grey matter. Their sense of humour might
vary {rom the bucolic sort of a Bihari rustic,
lo its utter absence in his kinsman from U.P.
who insists on compaigning with a rifle slung
across his shoulder for the fun of it. But when
it comes to people with brilliant insights— they
ar¢ a dime a dozen. For instance, when a party
comes up with about 40% of the scats, the
rest of the parties with 60% of the scats
between themselves are said to have reccived
a mandate to resist the former. There arce also
people who believe that India should be a
Hindu state where non-Hindus, cspecially
Muslims  should become second  citizens.
There are yet others who thirll that by securing
one-third represenlation for women in central
and state legislatures all inconveniences duc
to the accident of sex can be done away with.
What is most illuminating, however, is that
there are yet other people who think all these
things stand to reason. In all we have quite
a varicly of specimens, and interesting ones
100,

There is, for instance, that avuncular Harianvi

who had idemified himself with the cause of

lhc rural riffrafl (who else would have weighed
him in sikkas on his birthday!). Onc might

lament over the cclipse ol Liis esteemed man
who had the modesty to nominate himself to
the office of Deputy P.M. not for the sake
of power but that he may serve the nation.
Or that other man who has made a sort of
record. He had been weighed down with the
responsibility of several part jobs in the last
four out of five council of ministers for three
different parties. No doubt had he not been
malevolently waylayed by conspirators in the
Hawala mire, he would kave continued to
shoulder India’s burden (for a fourth party)—
a burden that Atlas would have shrugged.
There is again another man who started as
a bechind-the-desk revolutionary, leading a
party that torched buscs and trams when fares
increased by one paise. He is now a master
of balancing political forces, and of detending
an order that he was ideologically bound to
replace with a better onc. This conversion was
no opportunism since he fondly allowed a
closc relation of his to become a part of that
same order. Today he has 1o accept hikes in
fares with cquanimity since the view from
within an office is diameltrically opposite to
the onc from outside. With sceptre in such
hands we know we are safe.

There is also another man who blazed the polls
on the issuc of kickback, taken by the party
previously in power while sanctioning a lucrati-
ve project. He promised to scrap the deal—
and this was no gimmick He firmly negotiated
a fresh deal that was cheaper. Gossipmongers
say that the revised deal is cheaper because
the end product is also inferior. But then they
are Gossipmongers. Appreciation for nationa-
lisin is certainly at a discount.

Which explains why the most nationalist cote-
ric of politicians, have been forcibly kept out
of power. It compriscs of the ‘wrong man in
the right,” a physicist, a prince chanming with
a shining patc and a lady with a beatific smile.
They together, have performed the most
crucial test of a nationalist. It is said that we
know a proponent by the identity of its
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opponent. This coteric have started by pointing
out their enemy. And they have done this in
the spirit of tolerance— by pulling down an
unuscd shrine {albeit historical) 1o build ano-
ther for a hero who was never born. Here
lics their greatest tribute 1o the nation. In
addition to identifying “‘cnemy of the people”
and shaking somnolent citizens out of lcthargy,
they have also stood by the most aceepted
philosophical doctrine that came {rom India—
that of triumph of Faith the Infallible over
Reason the Fallacious.

For all their differences, India’s politicians are
at one on three issues— alleviation of poverty,

programme on cducation and the question of

national defence.

Poverty (s a serious problem for India, though
not as much as malicious westerners make
out. India has tricd to tackle the problem in
two ways. Indian burcaucrats and academics
had tried to lower the income level denoting
poverty line, But the image of half-fed, ill-dead
Indians continued to trickle out. So Indian
politicians chose a better way that had (wo
facets. One— in clection time, or at political
rallics they encouraged people to turn up for
a bit of money. But more imponantly they
started to sct a personal example ol how
enterprise  can  make a
anything— cven idceological bankrupicy. One
needs only the right mindset to make a killing

out of a public office. A merc allotment of

petrol-pumps or shops in building complexes,
arc said 10 have minted money with no capital,
and no risk cither. Money can also be minted
from payment of bills for medical instruments
that were never delivered or of money for
cooperative that were never sent, or {rom trees
that were never planted. One needs only
imagination o drag oneself from the dregs of
a miscrable existence, in poverty. From time
1o time an angust incorruptibie judiciary misu-
nderstand this noble mission and raise the roof
(did T hear anyone mention some Chicef Justice
Ramaswamy’s being nearly impeached some
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fortune out of

time back ?) such noiscs are well-intentioned

but misguided.

Fducation is yet another issuc of consensus,

In 1947 percentage of cducated person was

only 1 in 3. After 50 ycars of glorious

independence, that ratio is now 1.3 or 1.4

in 3. But this is not because Indian politicians

have neglated this issuc. It is only that they

have stressed on literacy, rather than on

education, since the former is more important,

Literacy can be carly achicved by setting up

a few spurious schools, letting loose do-goo-

ders, and launching mass contact campaigns.

More importantly such schools can be granted

donations that would bring pleasant smiles on

the faces of incorruptible officials. Also, in

addition 1o statistical wizardry meant to

impress the critically gullible voter of the
governiment's achievements, genuine progress
(if made) would make the name of the candida-

ies at least legible when it appears on village
wall, or ballot paper. Spread of literacy is thus
more commendable then of cducation that
makes one susceptible to criticisus of politi-

cians made with malicious intent.

National defence is the other issuc of conse-

nsus, and rightly so. India’s foreign policy
hasn’t much that is suggestive of sovercignty.

During the cold war it was a policy of “‘nonali-
gnment (with the US.A)”". Since the end of
cold war and increasing tendency toward
globalisation that policy has lost its relevance.
Now, the policy hinges on a virulent nationa-
lism, harping on national defence. That is
supposcdly threatened by a neighbouring state
(the anonymous ““‘dushman’ of Hindi films)
So with unpleasant memorices as of the Befors
relegated to oblivion, Indians became Indians
all over again by delighting over Prithvi and
other missiles. Of course, we were surprised
when malicious analysts abroad told us such
missiles could casily carry nuclear warheads.
Of course it was false we Indians do not have
a nuclear arsenal. If anything we arc opposcd
to any such arscnal. But that doesn’t mean



we can be tricked into signing lorces like the
NPT or CTBT. We will do so only when those
who do have it now dismantle their arsenal—
so that we can all start from scratch if the
consensus on CTBT breaks, down. Until then
we won't foreclose our options. We may or
may not have a coherent nuclear policy, but
if we don’t at least pretend to have one, our
sovereignty might be held suspect, particularly
in light of present allegations of throwing in
the towel before GATT or the MNCs.

The strength of India’s democracy lies in her
democratic traditions. Indian democracy, it is
said, is dilferent from its western prototype
ompe so. India’s pre-muslim history show that
sclf-govermment was a principle ingrained in
the subcontinen— and the Panchayati Raj has
been drawn {rom those days of glorious past.
Here Indian democracy is better than her
western prototype because Indian politicians
have fashioned it to meet the needs of this

country, ol children of the higher God. It is
in defence of those improvised democratic
traditions that we once had a National eme-
rgencey, and almost always have citizens dying
who come in the way of democracy on the
polling day. Defenders of the democracy are
carly indcntifiable. They are the once who
frolic about the polling booths with boms and
fircarms on polling day. They arc the ones
who dance a jig on the ruins of a shrine of
a faith they don’t share. They are the ones
who ‘exccute’ people from a particular co-
mmunity after a premier is shot dead. They
arc the ones who make a street theatre activist
breathe his last after being exposed by him;
they arc the oncs who disrobe women be it
in staic legislatures on Panchayat Commitiees.

Salute Indian democracy! In such a divine
political scenario, how can onc cven imagine
of voter-apathy ?
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On Liberalism

Boria Majumdar
First Year
History, Postgraduate Level

“Assuredly we entetain no doubt on this point: we hold that civilization is a good, that it is the cause
much good, and is not incompatible with any; but we think there is other good, much even of the highest
good, which civilization in this sense does not provide for, and some which it has a tendency (though it
is a tendency that may be counteracted) to impede.”’— 1.8, Mill. Civilization.

“Human society is always by its very essence to the extreme that it is a society in the measure that it
is aristocratic, and ceases to be such when it ceascs to he aristocratic.™’

“Ior the rebellion of the masses is one and the same thing with what Rathenau called the vertical invasion
of the barbarians.” It is of great improtance, then, to understand thoroughly this mass man with high potentialities
of the greatest good and the greatest evil.™ - Jose Ortega y Gasset. The Revolt of the Masses®

The ‘risc of the masses’ from the late
seventeenth century onwards has been a ma-
tter of grave political concern to political
theorists. On the one hand these has been the
fear of homogenization and mediocrity that

1. Josc Orgega y Gasset The Revolt of the Masses. p. 20
2 Ihid p. 53

invariably accompanicd the rise ol mass so-
cicty, and its corresponding dilution of the
quality of political and cultural life; on the
other the rise of the masses has been hailed
as a symbol of redemption and hope.” It is

3. The French revolution and the industrial revolution, to mention just two events in European history gave a tremendous

filip to, and cven celebrated the rise of the masses.
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on account of a combination of both there
concerns, that massification raiscs some very
important questions pertaining 1o the theoreti-
cal foundations of liberal political thought. It
has been noted by political theorists that
liberalism while priding itsclf on its universality
and politically inclusionary character has in
practice been marked by the systematic and
rational exclusion of various groups and types
of peoples.* This raises certain fundamental
questions about liberalism’s commitment to
the ideals of freedom, universal suflrage and
finally democratic  political  institutions.
Through a closc reading of J.S.Mill's cssay
on Civilization and Ortega Y Gassct's Revolt
of the Masscs 1 want to cexplore the implica-
tions of the problems preccived by these
theorists upon the rise of mass socicty. The
rationale for such a reading is that, while
traditionally the liberal project was posited on
the participation of the masses, yet the so
called rebellion of the masses was regarded
as a threat 1o liberal practice and theory. This
inturn will lead to an elaboration on the project
of liberalism, as understood by John Stuart
Mill, especially his notion that liberalism was
bascd fundamentally on the notion of progress.
As for Ortcga y Gasset, I want to relate his
ideas to the hberal project designated by
certain theorists as ‘voluntarism’. The latter
implicd a strong commitment to individualism
and plurality and an opposition to *‘a lifc
encompassing ideal that is for everyone hamne-
ssed to the conviction that its requircments
can and should be imposed on cveryone by
political, religious or other kinds of authority
and power. Transvaluations and transforma-
tions arc indeed sought, but this is and must
be the work of individuals.”'s 1 hope that it
will be clear by the end of this paper that

liberalism is a specific ideology dependent on
notions of progress and improvement even if
these ideas get played out, as they often do
in terms of civilizational hierachy, political
exclusion cte. Thus Liberlism T want to argue
is not about notions of some universal unde-
rstanding of what it means to be human. But
inherent in liberal thought is a philosophy that
helps us concepiuoalize the universal in such
a way that it does not become the same for
everybody.

I

In his essay, Civilization, Mill defines civili-
zation in terms ol a contrast. The expression
civilization he argues can be interpreted in two
ways. Firstly in terms of human perfection i.
c. using qualitics such as happiness, wisdom
and nobility of character as indices to civiliza-
tion. The other means to determine the scale
of civilization was on the basis of a society’s
wealth and population, the absence of which
(in large scales), would make a socicty savage
and barbarous. It is the sccond definition that
Mill privileges in this cssay. The dichotomy
between civilized and uncivilized socictics
understood in the manner outlined above is
central to this work. It is noteworthy that the
distinction between civilized and uncivilized
socictics doces not correspond to what s
morally commendable. Rather, “Whatever be
the characteristics of savagc life, the contrary
of these, or rather the qualitics which society
puts on as it throws off these constitute
civilization.””® Thus for Mill the ability of a
socicty to scttle down on a large tract of
territory, to organize commerce and agricultu-
re on that land to sustain life, to act in concert
for the achicvement of some common end,
o cstablish the concept of private property,

4. Sce Uday Mchta, ‘Liberal Strategics of Exclusion™. P. 427. Politics & Socicty. ‘ .

S. Richard. ¢. Flathman, Willful Liberalism, p. 12. Voluntarism as claborated in this book is wedded lo‘ notions
such as singularity and innovation, unintelligibility and mystery, will and willfulness. The l.hirllkcrs who Flathman
classes as liberals here include the likes of Hobbes, Nietzsche, William James ete. I use this idea because Ortegy
Y gasset’s opinions on massification in the Revolt are in my opinion a pale reflection of Nictzchean thought seen

through liberal cyes.
6. John Stuart Mill. Civilization p. 46.
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institution of political and juridical machinery
to safcguard that poperty, and the maintenance
of peace and sccurity in socicty are the
halimarks of civilization. In sharp contrast to
these qualitics, in savage socicties the concept
of cooperation is virtually nonexistent ; there
is no law or adninistration of justice and no
recognized authority to pevent the bodily harm
of an individual and his property by another.
He carries these characterizations of civiliza-
tion a step forward when he argucs (rather
critically and with a degree of concern) that,
in civilized socictics power passes {rom indivi-
duals 1o the masses and thus there is an crosion
in the significance of the individual. This has
its impact on two arcnas of life— the owne-
rship of property and intellectual enrichment.
Which in carlicr times property was contentra-
ted in the hands of afew, civilizational progress
witnessed the wide diffusion of property
among the middle calsses. The purchasing
power ol the laboring classcs also increased.
The overall, result was a reduction in the
significance and power of individual property
rights. Furthemorc while the expansion of
collective property in indicative of the increase
of the national product and income. it also
means that nonc of the individual property
owners would be able to survive alone, on
the slrchglh of their individual fortunes. The
fragility of the individual is further stressed
when Mill speaks ol the state of knowledge
andd intelligence in a civilized society. While
the risc of the masses initially saw a decline
in bigotry and other prominent evils ol aristo-
cratic socicty, once the obvious victory of mass
society became indisputably established there
was no innovation of new and vigorous social
institutions To put it in Mill's own words,
“With all the advantages of this age, its

7. ibid p. S2
&, Ibid p.4¥
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facilitics for mental cultivation, the incitements
and the rewards which it holds out to exalted
talents, there can scarcely be pointed out in
the European annals any stirring times, which
have brought so little that is distinguished,
cither morally or intellectually to the surface-

*..even if civilization did nothing 10 lower the

eminencies, it would produce an exactly simi-
lar cffect by raising the plains.”” In such a
socicty the key to success lies in the skills
of people to market themselves, and in their
powers of presuasion. He takes the specific
instance of the state of literature and pedagogy
in a ‘civilized’ state, and bemoans the lack
of quality which is the unavoidable by product
of mass production of scholarship.

Thus the rise of mass socicty, which brings
in its wake collective conformity, and the
resultant leveling out of individuality in all
spheres of life is baneful for Mill. Such a socicty
is ultimately not conducive to the cfflorecsence
of the principle of liberty, sicne its. becomes
impossiblc for individuals to exercisc informed
preferences, which is the only means of
increasing the aggregate utility in the society.
Hence it will be a mistake to assume that Mill
champions individual {recedom in some
abstract sense. He sces the latter as the most
important means to maximize utility and facili-
tatc progress. It is perhaps for this reason that
Mill’s description of the savage in this essay
is tinged with admiration. The savage while
incapable of determining the significance of
higher quality pleasures is nonctheless heroic
by virtuc of his bodily strength, courage and
enterprise. He ““‘cannot bear of sacrifice, for
any purposc his individual will, for.a common
purposc.”"™ This factor in its turn is responsible
for the backwardness of savage societies (or
any other socicty like India that formed parl



of the Empire). Voluntary cooperation is
essential for the rise and growth of civilization,
which most backward socicties regard as a
mark of compromisc.

What Mill appears o be advocating in this
cssay is an ordered anarchy, contained ccce-
ntricity. He presumes that anarchy may be
contained under the guidance of competent
judges (the universitics, the church), who arc
the energizers in democratic socicties. Thus
for Mill the principle of liberty is essential for
the mental development and civilizational pro-
gress of human beings. In the case of civilized
nations in Europe, particularly Britain, the duty
of the constitutional leaders lay in making the
masses wiser and in arousing the ‘slumbering
energy’ of the opulent and lettered classes.
The situation was different however for cou-
ntrics lower downin the civilizational hierachy,
There are clearer resonances of these ideas
in This other writings praticularly when he
writes about countrics and peoples under the
sway ol the British Empirc and attempts to
Justify that subjugation— ““The ruling country
ought to be able to do for its subjects all that
could be done by a succession of absolute
monarchs, guarantced by irresistible force
against the precariousness of tenure attendant
on barbarous despotisms, and qualifics by their
genius to anticipate all that cxperience has
taught to the more advanced nation.”” For
backward socictics thercfore there can only
be a ‘choice of despotisms’ and the principles
of liberty t.e. democratic representation and
sulfrage do not apply. For Mill then colonized
counties could be divided into two classes:
the first group included thosc states *“of similar
civilization to ruling country: capable of and
ripe for representative government: such as

the British possessions in America and Austra-
lia.”"'” Others like India *‘arc still at a great
distance from that state.”!'!

Itis justificd to ask at this point the exclusion
of certain socicties (and 1 am referring specifi-
cally to the sccond group of states mentioned
earlicr in the British empire) from participation
in representative political institutions was a
violation of the theoretical tenets of liberalism.
For theorists like Mill the universality of liberal
theory was premised on the assumption of a
constant- human nature, and this was determi-
ned at the moment of the birth of the political
subject. Hence all the qualities (being equal,
free and rational} upon which political inclu-
sion was made possible were in fact actualized
in the subject even before he attained the age
for political maturity, simply by virtuc of birth
and posscssing certain cultural preconditions.
What made it possible lor liberal theorists like
Mill to exclude certain peoples (eg. India) from
participation in liberal political institutions
were certain historical particulars. India was
temporally sitvated on a civilizational hiera-
rchy that demonstated the fact that, Indians
were in a state of civilizational hicrarchy that
demonstrated the fact that, indians were in
a state of civilizational infantilism, and were
cpistemologically obdurate. This was facilita-
ted by a systematic construction of British
knowledge systems about India, ol Indian
archacology, numismatics ctc. all of which
pointed to the fact that while Indians had a
socicty, they had no state in their long history.
It was then possible to place India on a
evolutionalry map and arguc then, that the
state of Indian socicty was much like that of
Great Britain’s several centuries ago. Once this
was cstablished it was no longer difficult to

9. 1. 8. Mill, “*On Liberty™. in Three Fssays. p. 409
10 Mill, “Representative Government™. p. 402
11. ibid
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exclude Indians from participation in liberal
political institutions. Whether or not there was
sufficient historical evidence for these clains
is not the crucial issuc here, it is however
importnat to note that although anti-colonial
in its essence, for Mill, the project of liberalism
was not 10 transport Britain to India, but rather
to spur the progress of the Indian people. Thus
for Mill there was no inhcrent contradiction
between liberalism and Empire. The latter was
not an abstract entity. Caught in the middle
of history, th¢ Empirc was a moment of
agitation, an agitation premiscd on the larger
idca of progress. This notion of civilizational
infantilism and cpistemological obduracy was
not limited to the Empire alone and had wider
applications. It also found instantiation in
“various other groups within the civilized cou-
ntries c.g. the English working classes and
others referred to earlier the masses, and
hence their exclusion from the liberal project.

11
Ortegy y Gasset's book The Revolt of the
Masses opens by conjuring a spectacle of
plenitude that had come to characterize Euro-
pean life since the late nineteenth century. This
plenitude in his opinion was symbolic of ‘the
accession of the masses to complete social
power.”"'* This is turn was symptomatic of
a grave crisis in European socictly since, “the
masscs by definition, ncither should nor can
dircct their own existene, and still less rule
socicty in general’.'? and thus their accession
to power in the state was the mark of decp
political and social stagnation. He then goes
on to make certain important distinctions
between the individual, the minority and the
social mass. True, the mass was made up of

12. Ortcga y Gasset, The Revolt of the Masses. p. 11
13. Thid

14. Ibid p. 13

15. Ibid

16. Ibhid

17. Ibid p. 14 15
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individuals, but the latter existed in the multitu-
de not as individuals but as an agglomeration.
And it was this multitude that has “suddenly
become visible, installing itself in the prefere-
ntial positions in socicty... it has advanced to
the footlights and is the principal character
there arc no longer protagonists ; therc is only
the chorus.”'* The masses arc also distinct
from the minoritics. The latter were “indivi-
duals or groups ol individuals which are
specially qualificd.””'s The mass on the contra-
ry was ‘‘the assemblage of persons not specia-
lly qualificd.”'® the principal constituent of
the mass was the ‘average man’, undifferentia-
ted from other men. Some special characteri-
stic, some cccentricity characterized the man
in the minority, and the fact that they coopera-
ted to form the minority was sccondary 1o
their nurturing their singularity. A minority was
in a sensc a ‘limited public.” The mass on the
other hand is a psychological fact. As Ortega
Y Gasset argued it “‘is all that sets no value
on itsclf-good or ill-based on specific grounds,
but which fecls itself “just like everybody’ and
nevertheless in not concerned about, is in fact,
quite happy to fecelitself as one with everybody
clse.””'7 It would be a mistake to resume that
the division between masses and minorities
was a class bascd one. In fact there existed
in all classes clements that were ‘mass’ and
‘select’. Thus for Ortega y Gasset the idea
of ‘mass’ and ‘average’ was an ontological
rather than a statistical category.

What arc the characteristics of the mass man
and why docs he pose a threat to civil socicty,
despite being one of its prime constituents ?
The mass man or the ‘new Adam’ stood apart
from men of carlicr gencrations by the innate
hermetism of his soul and intellect. His medio-



crity precluded sclf-interrogation or compari-
son of himself with persons outside the herd.
This is not to say that this man was a ‘fool’.
Rather his capacity for cleverness was of “‘no
usc to him; in reality the vague fecling that
he possesses it seems only to shut him up
more within himself and keep him from using
[it.”'® Thus the present age was once that
celebrated the state of its being vulgar and
mediocre and made these considerstions a way
of public life. But the danger lay in the fact
that this wvulgarity had comc to dominate
aspects of public life hitherto untouched by
it-the political, literary and social.

This last was on account of the fact that
in carlicr periods of Europcan history the mass
never prided itself on possessing and articu-
lating idcas and theories. This inability came
from a judicious recognition of its own limita-
tions. Consequently these responsibilities
were delegated to individuals specially quali-
fied and able to carry them out. It may be
rightly argued herc that the assumption of
greater responsibilities by the average should
be interpreted as a sign of progress. But such
a claim cannot be substantiated since ““the
idcas of the average man are not genuineideas,
nor is their possession culture.”” Genuine ideas
with a claim to higher truths cannot be in the
realm of possibility without the acceptance of
a higher authority which judges them against
certain given standards upon which a culture
rests. And there can be no culture without
custodians (theoretical) of legality, cconomics
and aesthetics to appeal 10. To summarize then
in Ortega y Gasset's opinion what distinguishes
mass society from preceding eras was its lack
of “civilization'. “‘Restrictions, standards, cou-
rtesy, indirect methods, justice, reason’-

18. Ibid p. 70
19. Ibid p. 76
20. Ibid
21. Ibid
22, 1bid p. 17

these are the hallmarks of civilization and their
absence a symbol of barbarity.

Etymologically the word civilization can be
traced 10 civis or citizen and is dependent
on certain notions of community life, “‘a will
10 live in common.”"'® Barbarism on the other
hand is divorced from any tendencies towards
association. And the political idcal that transla-
tes the urge of human beings for a civilized
life is liberal democracy. Liberalism is the
political principle “*according to which public
authority, inspite of being all powerful, limits
itsell’ and attempts, even at its own expense,
to leave room in the state over which it rules
for those to live who ncither thind nor feel
it as it does, that is to say as do the stronger,
the majority.”’*® But having conceded that it
was a political principle bascd on generosity
and nobility in the it took into account the
co existence of the majority with the minority,
Ortega y Gassct labels Liberalism as “‘anti
natural.”’ Liberlism in his opinion “‘is a discipli-
ne too difficult and complex to take firm root
on carth.”2' This is proved by the politics of
Europe in the 1930s when liberalism was
swept aside by the tide of Syndicalism and
Rascism which were forms of “direct action”
by the masses. These political movements
were constituted by a man, “who docs not
want to give resons or to be right, but simply

" shows himself resolved to impose his opi-

nions.”’ Arising from the intellectual herme-
tism of thc masscs, these moveminets were
a manifcstation of their decision to rule socicty
without having the capacity to do so.

The present age therefore, is an age of
hyperdemocracy, in which the masses acl
directly, “outside the law’™**. The implication
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was not that they were tired of politics and
had handed the strictly political responsibilitics
to persons qualificd for the task. In the
condition of hyperdemocracy the masses be-
licve in their ‘right’ to imposce their will on
the government of the country. ““The characte-
ristic of the hour is that the commonplace
mind, knowing itscll to be commonplace, has
the assurance to proclaim the rights of the
commonplace and to imposc them wherever
it will.”’** This risc of the ‘historic level’
brought about by the literal mobilization of
the nation cuts into the idea of interests and
places the liveral state in crisis. The idea of
human rights which got substance within of
the liberal nation state are undermined and
minoritics no longer tlourish. Such mobilisa-
tion and imassification implics that the old
contractual relations no longer apply and
substantive willbecomes de rigeur in the state.

v
For both Mill and Ortega y Gassct civilization
and liberalism arc deeply linked phenomena.
And broadly speaking both percieved the rise
of the masses as a threat to civilization and
concomitantly to liberalism. However the pre-
ceding statement requires certain qualifica-
tions, for although the two theorists are spu-
rred by the basic motivation to safeguard
progress in civil socicty through the mecha-
nism of liberal institutions, their understanding
of ‘liberalism’ as a phenomenon is at variance.
Mill’s yardstick for classitying socictics as
civilized and savage was based on the differe-
nees in people’s cultures, social development
and race. Thus for Mill representative gove-
rnment, the hallmark of fiberalism was premi-
sed upon a specific developmental trajectory.
Barbarians and savages had to be kept out-

23 Ibid p. 1¥
24. Richard Flathman, Willful [iberalism
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side the bounds of liberal political institutions
until they were trained to participate in them.
Even in a civilized socicety, like ninetecth
century England he delended the cxistence of
hicrarchics to that the political lite, culture and
the arts would not come to be dominated by
the mediocre man. Hence for Mill the political
cxclusion of certain peoples from participation
in liberal government was a luntion of the
particulars in which their life was embedded.
Their backwardness, was the tool that put
them on an cvolutionary path and helped
compare their present state to that of civilized
peoples several centuries ago. For Mill human
naturcwas a constant he deployed for advoca-
ting an cxclusionary liberalism. Qrtega y Ga-
sset’s take on liberalism is more abstract. It
has Nictzschean underpinnings in that it is
based upon the belief that there can be no
‘common good’. Thus while mill advocated
the same developmental path for all peoples,
for Ortega y Gasset that which is common
cannot have much value if it is inflicted and
imposed on individuals who consider it alien.
These conceptions (the notion of common
good) may have contributed to the ‘preparo-
tory’ work that was nceded for the foundation
of a civilized society. But as ideals they are
1o be rejected by the Nictzschean brand of
“willful liberalism.”*** The word willfulness is
here used in a deeply idealistic sensc.As
Richard Flathman has recently argued, any
conception of liberalism must privilege the
capacity ol human beings for sclf command
or sclt control. These qualitics in his opinion
are engendered by public life, failing which
society resorts to quintessentially illiberal insti-
tutions like the prison, asylums cte, But it also
true that public life at its best cannot create
or sustain individuality and (as Ortega y Gassct



has shown) can even destroy it. In ideological
terms such a foumulation shows the futility
of the attempt to achieve individuality by
emthods of government. Sclf’ control, modera-
tion, magnanimity and other qualities which
in Ortega y Gassets opinion characterisc libe-
ralism are clements in all strong voluntarist
conceptions of individuality. Without them
individuality dcteriorates into here bcehavior
and self indulgence. But having said this is
it crucial to keep in mid the fact that, *‘neither
these nor many other clements comprise or
constitute individuality or free spiritedne-
ss...the free spirit goes beyond the self disci-
pline that prevents harmful or destructive
conduct and forms and cts upon images and
objectivics that complicate and endanger,
amplily, heighten, and intensify her life...
Willful individuality cannot be caputred, ce-
rtainly not cxplained, in or by any formula.”*
It is in this sense that I wanted to align Ortega
y Gassct's thoughts to the voluntarist tradition
of liberal political throught. He appears to be
upholding the Nietzschean dictum “For it
nceds many nobles and many different kinds
of nobles to make nobility... Or ..Isn’t the
most divine thing of all that there are gods
but no god.”"*® Although a liberal state is most
conductive to the nurtuance of such individua-
lity, the latter can exist in any state formation.
And it is this kind of individuality that I hinted

at carlier in this paper that can only truely

exist in the realm of ideals. It is possible to
theorize about such an individuality as being
the prime component of liberal political
thought, but only by first acknowledging that
it is an universal that cannot be the same olr
cverbody.

25, Ihid p. 211-212

Since the main purposce of this paper was to
talk about liberalism as a principle of the
political philosophy, it does not suffice to talk
about it on the realm of ideals aonc. Libera-
lism, as I understand it is also a viable political
principle which, as evinced by both the theo-
rists discussed carlier has been threatened by
the rise ofthe massces. In by concluding sections
therefore T want to explore this apparently
anomalous situation- why the masses are a
threat to liberalism in practice when their
participation was crucial for the success of
liberal institutions to being with ?

I think the main problem lics in liberalism’s
{or to be more specific Parliamentarism which
is the most important institutional heritage of
liberalism) identification with modern mass
democracy. Democracy rests on a principle
of homogeneity and the cradication of hetero-
geneity. The question of cquality in a demo-
cracy, ‘‘is precisely not once of abstract, logical
arithmetical games. Tt is about the substance
of guality’ , because “equality is intresting and
valuable politically so long as it has substance,
and for that rcason at least the possibility of
incquality.””?” Thus the British empire or the
Athenian city state never ceased to be a
democracy although all the inhabitants within
their territorial jurisdiction were never politi-
cally equal. Universal suffrage, cqual rights-
all make sensc within the given structures off
substantial cquality. Any cquality that docs not
accomodate certain inequalities is an ‘indiffe-
rent cquality, actually takes hold of an arca
of human life. then this arca loscs its substance
and is overshadowed by another sphere in
which incquality then comes into play with
ruthless power.”™® This idea of inequality in

26. Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra, pt 3 scc 11, p. 239.1 have relied greatly upon Flathman's analysis of Nietzsche

as a volutarist in my analysis of the revolt.

7. Carl Schmitt, The Crisis of Parliamentary Democracy, Preface 1o the second edition, *On the contadition between

Parliamentarism and Democracy’ p. 9
28. Ibid p. 13

Presidency College Magazine '98 o 47



state formations can be traced back to the
contract theorists. For instance, Rousscau's
general will demonstrates that the state can
exist only when the people arc so homoge-
ncous that there is no contlict in interests. In
fact when Rousscau spoke of the slave he
menat all those who did not belong to the
people, c.g. the alicn, who despite being a
‘person’ could not participate in the politics
of the homogencous. Thus in a democracy
there cannot be enforced homogencity, via a
contract.

“The idea of a frec contract of all with all
comes from a completely different in theoreti-
cal world where opposing interests, differe-
nces and cgoisms are assumed. It comes form
libralism.”” The crisis of liberalism duc to the
rise of the masses is thus a crisis of praliame-
ntarism in a mass democracy. Throughout the
nincteenth century the two principles adva-
nced together in therir common crusade
against aristrocratic and monarchical institu-
tions. But once the common ¢nemy was out
of the way the difference between the two
principles libcralism and democracy, manife-
sted itsell strongly. The basis of Parliamenta-

rism rests on its defense of the principle of

frcc and open discussion, discussion being
understood as “an cxchange of opinion that
is governed by the purpose of persuading one's
opponent through argument of the truth or
justice of something, or allowing oncsclf to
bc persuaded of something as truc and
just...To discussion belong share convictions

29.p. 5
30. Ihid p. 7
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as premiscs, the willingness to be persuaded,
independence of party tics, freedom from
selfish interests.”"*® Thus discussion in Parlia-
ment is not simply negotiation. But the rise
of mass democracy has put this principle of
argumentative public discussion into jecopardy.
With the rise of the masses reduced the rules
of parliamentarism, such as openness of se-
ssions, independence of representatives have
been reduced to mere formalities. The political
parties, conduct themselves more in the ma-
aner of mutually contending economic and
social power blocs and the masses are won
over by slick propaganda machinery. As Carl
Schmitt remarks. *‘it is no longer a question
of persuading onc's opponent of the truth or
justice of an opinion but rather on winning
a majority in order to govern it.”"*" Thus
Parliament in its present lorm has been redu-
ced 1o an “instrument of social and political
tcchnique”. But as Schinitt rightly argues that
if this is the only justification for the existence
of parliamem then it only has to be shown
that the same functions could be performed
by other types of political institutions and that
would spell the cnd of parliamentary institu-
tions.

The rise of the masses therefore leads first
to a crisis in the modern state. This crisis is
one of both democracy and liberalism. The
crisis is symptomatic of a contradiction be-
tween liberal individualism and the political
ideas of mass democracy.



Essay

God— and why I Believe in Him: A Western Perspective

Projit Bihari Mukharji
Second Year
Phitosophy Honours

The qualitative difference between man and
man that Nietzsche used to deny the existence
of God is in fact the very basis of it. The idea
of God though present since pre-history has
only been systematized and should we say
logified’ in the post-Renaissance period.

The first to undertake this task were the
Cartesian rationalists. Secing the qualitatively
differential reality of individuals they reasoncd
lh'c}l there exists an individual in whom all the
fllit‘erent qualities, only partialy present in
mdi‘viduals, would be presant to the maximam.
In fact Descartes had, by this, accepted the
age old ontological argument, first advanced
by St. Anselm. Gottfricd Wochelm leibniz

strengthened this further by detining perfe-
ction as a conglomeration of ‘positive absolu-
tes expressed unlimitedly,” and funther by
showing that no two perfections could be
contradictory. Hence he reasoned that ‘existe-
nce’ being a positive absolute must precede
‘non-existence’. During the formulation of this
final form of the argument, though quite
inacluentently, a definite shift had been admi-
tted into the western idea of God. From a
Spinozistico-Cartesian  conception of God
being a metaphysical scapegoat it had transmu-
tated into an all powerful Super-human much
akin to Nietzsche's ‘noble man’, or the ‘antistic
tyrant’. It was thce image of a supremely
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powertul classical hero, ak. a superman.
Immanuel Kant countered this by showing that
an imaginary hundred dolar bill and a real
one may both be described without raising any
question of existence whatsoever. Hereasoned
that existence wasn’t a predicative imperative
at all. The objection to this is twofold. Primari-
ly that to describe a hundred doller bill, even
if it be an imaginany one, it s a pre-necessity
for us to have seen it at Jeast once. Therefore
even il God is not an intwitive certainty, it
is quite definitely an a priori judgemental one.
Sceeodly, an analytic proposition, which acco-
rding to Kant himself is always time, is one
where all the possible predicative terms contri-
bute 1o the notion of the subject term. Now
by Bertrand Russcll’s theory of description,
a fimte human mind is simply unable to
comprchend a non-existential entity, hence the
very comprehension of God is subscervient to
the prior notion of His existence.

Next in line came the Cosmological argument.
This potrayed God as the humeno unoin a
causal sequence. Again Leibniz moditied this
syllogism in kecping with his theory of suffi-
cient reason. His contention was that since
no apparent reason for the real existence of
this world was to be found in it, it must lie
outside its puceinets.

The major refutations to this arosc from David
Hume's denial of causality in the first place.
Hume had argued that causality was in its
quiddity, and quintessentially all that was
emplically pencicued was a constant conjunc-
tion of two cnents, say A and B. further he
clamed the proposition ‘A and B’ was logically
untenable. Now modern science has proved
beyond sufficient doubt that maltter/energy
can neither be destroyed nor created, only
mutated— law of conservation of energy and
Schrodinger’s energy matter duality. The
ancient Latim addage ““Ex nihilo nihil fi.”’
{Nothing comes out of nothing) hence stands
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irrevocably proven. Hence the causal proposi-
tion now dakes the form “All A is B”’, which
of course 1s a logically valid universal affirma-
tion. Though the question that may then arise
is that if, as Kant holds, time and space one
subjective phenomenon, how do we decide
whether A causes B or B causes A. Here again
as Russell proves, out even if they and subje-
ctive phenomena {though this view itself has
now been sucessfully repudiated, but the
arguments are too voluminous and mother
diguesive for the purpose of this autide.) the
subjective spatio-temporal arrangements must
follow a natural law. Conscquently the perce-
ptible precedence constant conjunction and
coulaiment together substantiates the causal
neatily and thereby the cosmological angement
too.

The so called ‘eternal truths' argument of
Leibniz is another pillar of the castle of God.
Ideas ave objects of the mind. Now some ideas
are cternally true, i.c. ‘Blue is not Red'. They
must conscquently flow from an eternal mind.
This was the gist of his contention. Though
seemingly simplistic its raison d’etre lay embe-
dded in the theory in favour of innate ideas.
It is in fact a normative derivation of Plato’s
derivation of immortality.

John Locke’s stand point that all knowledge
was conscious and hence emperical, thereby
defeating the innate ideas is effectively repu-
diated by Leibniz in his New Essays on Human
Understanding Leibniz showed us that by
conceding ‘memory’ Locke had already allo-
wed the central theme of ‘innate ideas’. Locke
counters th#t when we recollect we remember
the situations in which it was acquired as well.
This is rather {eeble argument. For the memo-
ry of acquisition is nothing but a sct of
spatio-temporal connotations, and the inniate
ideas are by definition received in the ‘soul’s
first being’, thereby it preceds spatio-tempora-
lity itsclf. Another objection to this has often



heen thal can a non-conscious knowledge be
dubbed ‘knowledge’ at all. This is almost
exactly the objection put forward by the
detractors of Noam Chomsky’s Theory of
Syntax. Hence his answer should satisly us.
He contended that call it ‘Knowledge' or
whatever else it remained an innate data bank
that is clucidated, ordered and categorised by
experience. ’

Finally therc’s the natural harmony argument.
Everyday experience makes it diffcult if not
impossible to maintain that the well planned
out running of the world is indced attributive
to blind natural force alone. This is arguably
the most widely believed evidence of God,
but this again significantly modifies the notion
of God. As Kant had put, it reduces God from
a Creator to a merc Architect. From

the “all powerlul” he becomes ‘very powe-
rful’

Apart from these main reasons others like
Rousseau, Hegal, Kant cte. have chosen to
prove God through their own metaphysical
tencts, but these act more as a epistemo-meta-
physical patchwork to corraborate the more
difficult aspects of their philosophies rather
than as an intcgeal part of it. God to me and
[ belicve to those blessed with reason and
curiosity is more than a philosophical supe-
rman. Be he the Creator on the Anchitect—
he is. To go back to our old friend Nictzsche
the rambling aruistocrat God may be dead but
death presupposes life and as we all know
history repeats itself, so I contend not only
that God is alive but also that will live. Amen.
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The Burgess Shale Fauna

Rhitoban Ray Choudhury

Second Year

Zoology Honours

This is the story of one of the most important
fossil sites of the world— the Burgess Shale
of British Columbia, and the treasure trove
that lied dormant within it. But more importa-
ntly this is a chronicle of the Interpretation
of that biological treasure and the resultant
discourses acquired by us about our own place
in the history of life on Earth.

Charles Doolittle Walcott, premier palaconto-
logist and Secretary of the Smithsonian Instity-
tion (their name for boss) and perhaps the
most powerful administrator of American scic-
nees found this oldest fauna of" wonderfully
preserved soft-bodied animals in 1909. But
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his traditionalist viewpoint failed to grasp the
uniquencss of these animals, and perhaps,
unfortunately, rendered these animals invisible
to public notice (though they Surpass the
dinosaurs in their potential for information and
insight about life’s history). But fifty years later
threc men— Harry Whittington of Cambridge
University, the world's greatest expert on
trilobites, and two graduate students who built
up brilliant careers upon their work on the
burgess fossils, Derck Briggs and Simon Co-
nway Morris— meticulously described the true
anatomical details of the Burgess Shale ani-
mals. They began their work without even the



faintest notion of their radical and far-reaching
potential. Their re-interpretation has not only
reversed Walcott's original inferences, but has
also confronted our traditional view about
progress and predictability in the history of
lifc with the  historian’s  challenge of
contingency- the ‘pageant’ of cvolution as a
staggeringly improbable series of events utte-
rly unpredicatable and quite unrepeatable.
Wind back the tape of life to the early days
of the Burgess Shale; let it play again from
-an identical starting point, and the chance
becomes vanishingly small that anything like
human intelligence would grace the replay. But
even more fascinating than our re-interpretion
arc the Burgess organisms themsclves : Opabi-
nia, with its five eyes and frontal ‘nozzle’;
Anomalocaris, the largest animal of its time,
a fearsome predator with circular jaws ; Hallu-
cigenia, with an anatomy to match its name.

I. The Age of the Burgess Shale:

The Burgess Shale dates back to the Cambrian
times {about 570 million years ago). The
Cambrian period is marked by the ‘Cambrian
Explosion’ or the first appearance of multice-
llular animals with hard parts in fossil records.
The Burgess fauna does not lie within the
explosion itsclf, but marks a time soon alte-
rwards, about 530 million years ago. As the
only major soft-bodied fauna from this primo-
rdial time, the Burgess shale provides our sole
vista upon the inception of modern life in all
its fullness and is our only glimpse to this
pivotal moment in the history of lite.

I The mode of Preservation:

Most of the specimens were obtained from
¢ lens of shale only seven or cight feet thick
covering about two hundred feet of outcrop.
And 10 think that one small quarry in British
Columbia, little taller than a man and not so
long as a city block, housed more anatomical

diversity than all the world's Sca today ! How
could such richness accumulate in such a tiny
place?

Recent investigations have thrown some light
on the geology of this arca and have offered
a plausible explanation (Mc I lreath and Aiten,
1984 Whittington, 1985b). The Burgess ani-
mals probably lived on mud banks built up
along the base of a massive, nearly vertical
wall, called the Cathedral Escarpment a reef
constructed prmarily by calcarcous algac (rec-
f-forming corals were yet to evolve). Such
habitats in moderately shallow waters, ade-
quately lit and well- acrated, generally harbour
typical marine founa of high diversity (and the
Burgess shale too holds an ordinary fauna from
habitats well represented in the fossil records)
But herein lies the paradox. Good lighting and
aeration may encourage high diversity but also
acceleratesrapid scavenging and decay. So for
the organisms 1o be preserved as soft bodied
fossils they had to be moved clsewhere.
Perhaps the mud-banks heaped against the
walls of escarpment became thick and unsta-
ble. Small earth movements must have sel-off
turbidity currents propelling clouds of mud
(containing the Burgess organisms) down
slope into lower adjacent basing that were
stagmant and devoid of oxygen. This explana-
tion fulfils the most important criterion move-
ment of a fauna from an environment where
soft anatomy could not be preserved (o a
region where repid burial in oxygen lree
surroundings could occur. The pinpoint distri-
bution of the Burgess fossils supports the idea
that they  their preservation to local mud
slides. Other features of the fossils also lead
1o the same conclusion: very few specimens
show signs of decay implaying rapid burial;
no tracks, trails or other marks of organic
activity have been found in the Burgess beds,
thus indicating that the animals died and were
overwhel ned by mud as they reached their
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final resting place. Since, more often than not,
Nature tramples on our hopes let us be
thank{ul! for this rare concatenation of circu-
mstances onc that has enabled us to wrest
of great secret from an otherwise uncooperati-
ve fossil record.

THE BURGESS ORGANISMS

The reconstruction of the Burgess shale
organisms was tirst published in a series of
long and highly technical taxonomic and anato-
mical monographs in the Phrlosophical Transa-
ctions ol the Royal Society, London the oldest
scientific journal in English (dating back to
the 1660s). Only few of the burgess organisms
arc described here.

(1) Wiwaxia=

[The name is derived from the local Indian
word ‘Wiwaxy' meaning ‘windy’]

Life so many Burgess organisms, Wiwaxia is
an anatomy unto itself. 1t is a small creature,
shaped as a flattened oval {rather libe a well
rounded pebble), about an inch long, on
average, with a two-inch moximum. The
simple body is covered with plates and spines
called sclerites except for the naked ventral
surface that rested on the substrate as wiwaxia
crawled across the sca floor. Two rows of
seven 1o cleven clongate spines arise from the
upper row of sclerite on cach side, hear the
border with the plates of the top surface. The
spines project upward and presumably acted
as protection against predators.

(2) Anomalocaris

[The name means ‘odd shrimp'}]

Whittington and Briggs published their mono-
graph on Anonalocris in 1985, a litting
triumph to cap what inay be the most distingui-
shed twenticth century palacontology. The
long oval head of Anomalocaris bears, on the
side and rear portion of its dorsal surface,
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a large pair of cyes on short stalks. On the
ventral surface, the pair of feeding appendages
arc attached (near the front) with the circle
of the mouth behing and in the mid - line. .
The plates of the circlet could substantially
constrict the arca of the mouth but not fully
come together, so the mouth probably renai-
med permanently open, at least partially.
Behind the mouth of the ventral surface, the
head carries three pairs of strongly over
lopping lobes. The trunk behing the head is
divided into eleven lobes each tringular in basic
shape, with the apex pointed back in the mid
- linc. The lobes are widest at the middie of
the trunk, every tapering both in front and
behind. These lobes, libe the three at the rear
of the head, strongly overlap. The termination
of the trunk is short and blunt, without any
projecting spine or lobe. A multilayered stru-
cwre of stacked lamellac, presumably gill,
attaches to the top surface of cach lobe. An
Anonalocaris in motion may have resenbled
a modern manta ray, undulating through the
water by generating waves within the broad
and continuous fin.

(3) Opabinia

The name is derived from the local Indian
name ‘Opabin’ mcaning ‘windy']
Whittington's reconstruction of Opabinia led
to an animal that might grace the sel of a
science fiction film if considerably cnlarged
beyond its actual length of three inches.
Opabinia does not have two eyes, but cou-
nt'em, five! It has a froxtal nozzle which is
a flenible organ, built as a cylindrical, striated
tube. Its end is divided longitudinally into two
halves, cach with a group of long spines
directed inword and forward. The main po-
rtion of the trunk has fiftecn scgments, cach
segment bearing a thin lateral lobe, once on
cach side of the centrl axis. These lobes
overlap and are directed downward and



outward. Each lobe, except the first, bears on
its dorsal surface a paddle-shaped gill attached
near the basc of the lobe. Although the bottom
surface of the gill is flat, the upper surface
consists of a set of thin lamellae overlapping
kibe a deck of cards spread out. The fast three
segments of the trunk form a ‘tail” built by
threc pairs of this, lobate blades dirccted
upward and outward.

(4) Hallucigenia

We nced symbols to represent a diversity that
we cannot fully carry in our heads. Iff one
creature must be selected to bear the message
of the burgess shale- the stunning disparity
and uniqueness of anatomy generated so carly
and so quickly in the history of multiccllular
lifc - the overwhelming choice among conuoi-
sseurs would surely be Hallucigenia. Simon
Conway Rorris chose this most unusual and
truly lovely designation to honour ‘the bigarre
and dreamm like appearance of the animal’
{Morris, 1977)

How can you describe an animal when you
- don’t even know which side is up, which end
front and which back ? Hallucigenia is bilatera-
lly symmetrical and carrics a sct of repeated
structures in common with the standard design
of many phyla. In broad outline, Hallucigenia
has a bulbuous ‘hcad’ on onc end, poorly
preserved in all available specimens (about
thirty) and therefore not well resolved. This
‘head’ attaches to a long, narrow, basically
cylindrical trunk. Seven pairs of sharply poi-
nted spines connect to the sides of the trunk,
near the bottom surface, and extend do-
wnward to form a serics of struts. Along extend
downward 1o form a series of struts. Anong
the dorsal mid-line of the body, dircetly
Opposite the spines, scven tentacles with two
pronged tips extend upwards. A cluster of six
much shorter dorsal tentacles (perhaps arra-
nged. as three pairs) lics just behing the main

row of seven. The posterior end of the trunk
then narrow into a tube and bends upward
and forward.

(5) Pikaia

[Walcott named this specics as pikaia graci-
lens a honour the near by Mt. Pika]

Walcott thought that Pikaja was an annclid
worm, But morris realized that it was a
chordate, a member of our own phylum - in
fact, the first recorded member characteristic
jigzag bend of chordate myotomes, or bands
of mussle. Furthermore, Pikaia has a noto-
chord, the stiffened dorsal rod that vies our
phylum, chordata, its name. In many respects
Pikaia resembles, at beast in gencaral level
of organization, the living amphioxus long
used in laboratorics and lecture roons as a
model for the ‘primitive’ organization of pre-
vertebrate chordates.

In short, Harry Wittington and his colleagues
have shown that most Burgess organisms
donot belong to familar groups. Some fifteen
to twenty Burgess species cannot be allied with
any known group and should probably be
classified as spearate phyla. For species that
can be clasificd within known phyla, Burgess
anatomy for cxcceds the modern range. It
includes, for cxample, carly representatives
of all major kinds of arthropods, the dominant
animals on carth today the trilobites (now
extinct), the crusta ceans (including crabs and
shrimps), the chelicerates (including spiders
and scorpions), and the uniramians (including
insects). But the Burgess shale also containg
some twenty to thirty kinds of modern group.
A brief summary of the organisms obtained
and their phylogenctic status is given below.

Name Phylogenetic status
Morrella Unique arthropod.
Yohoia .

Burgessia )y
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Branchiocaris
Odaraia
Sidncyia
Molaria
Habelia
Sortrocercus
Actacuy
Alalcomenacus
Emcraldella
Leanchoilia
Olenodes
Perspicaris
Canadaspis
Naraoia
Tegopelte
Sanclacaris
Ayshcaia

Unique arthropod.

trhilobite

malacostracan ()
Malacostracan
soft-bodied tritobite
chelicerates arthroped.
{(7) Onchophoran or new
phylum

Opabinia .
Nectocaris .
Odontogriphus ,,
Dinomischus New phylum
Amiskwia .
Hallucigenic '

Wiwaxia .
Anomalocaris "

Canadia Polychacte
Ottoia Priapulid
Prkaja Chordate

Burgess Shale and the Nature of History

The cvolutionary theory is the paradigm for

biologists. But our view of the process of

evolution is warped because of our own
parochial and narcissistic rcasons. We view
cevolution to be a constant march of progress’
— {rom the ‘primitive’ to the more ‘advanced’
stage. One of the classic examples is the often
printed figure of human cvolution. It shows
man’s constant march to become as he is now
from our supposed ape like ancestors. The
familiar iconographics of evolution are all
dirccted sometimes crudely and sometimes

86 o Presidency College Magazine '98

subtly towards re-inforcing a comfortable view
of human incvitability and superiority. The
march of progress is the canonical representa-
tion of evolution the one picture immediately
grasped and viscerally understood by all.
Another iconography embedded in our co-
nscience is the cone of diversity an upside
down c¢volution In its conventional interpreta-
tion, the cone of diversity propagates an
interesting conflation of meanings. The horizo-
ntal dimension shows diversity. But what docs
the vertical dimensions represent 7 In a literal
reading, up and down should record only
younger and older in geological time: orga-
nisms at the neck of the funnel are ancient;
those of the lip, recent. But we also read
upward movement as simple to complex or
primitive to advanced. Placement in time is
conflated with judgement of worth.

Our ordinary discourse about animals fo-
llows from this iconography. Nature’s theme
is diversity. We live surrounded by coeval
twigs of lile's tree. In dorwin's world all (as
survivors in a tough game) have some claim
10 cqual status. Why, then, do we usually
choose to construct a renking of implied worth
(by assumed complexity, or relative nearness
to human, for example) ? Life is a copiously
branching bush, continually being extinct, not
a ladder of predictable progress. Most people
may know this as a phrase to be uttered, but
not as a concept brought into the deep interior
of understanding. Hence we continually make

_errors inspired by unconscious allegiance 1o

the ladder of progress, cven when we explicitly
deny any such superanuated view of life.

It is highly improbable that any particular
sceeret, mystery or inordinate subtlety unde-
rlics the reasons for our allegiance to these
falsc iconographies of ladder and cone. They
arc adopted because they nurture our hopes
for a universe of intrinsic meaning defined in
our own terms. We simply cannot bear the



implications of Omar Khayyam’s honesty :—
Into This universe, and why not knowing,
Nor whence, like water willy- nilly flowing;
And out of it, as wind along the waste

I know not whither, willy-nilly blowing.
Interestingly cnough, as Freud observed, our
relationship with science must be paradoxical
because we are forced to pay an almost
intolerable price for cach major gain in kno-
wledge and power— the psychological cost
of progressive dethronement from the centre
of things and increasing narginality in an
uncaring universe. Thus physics and astrono-
my relegated our” world to a corner of the
cosmos, and biology shifted our status {rom
a simulacrum of God to a naked, upright ape.
No greater challenge 1o this iconography of
the cone is known and hence no more impo-
rtant case for a fundamentally revised view
of lifc than the radical reconstructions of

burgess anatomy presented by Whittington®

nd his collcagues. They have literally followed
eur most venerable metaphor for revolution :
teey have turned the traditional interpretation
or its head. By recognizing so many unique
anatomics in the Burgess, and by showing that
faniliar groups were then experimenting with
designs so far beyond the modern range, they
have inverted the cone. The sweep of anatomi-
cal veriety rearched a maximum right after
the iatial diversification of multicellular ani-
mals. The later history of life proceeded by
dimination, not expansion, The current carth
may hold more specimes than ever before,
2ul, most arc iterations upon a few basic
anatomical designs. (Taxonomists have descri-
bed more than a half million species of beetles
but ncarly all arc minimally altered copies of
4 single ground plan). Compared, with the
Burgess seas, today's occans contain many

more specics based uponmany fewer anatomi-
cal plans.

The history of life is a story of massive removal
followed by differentiation within a few survi-
ving stocks, not the conventional tale of stedily
increasing excellence complexity and dive-
tsity.

Burgess Shale and Human Evolution :

Let us finally come to the question of all ages
why do humans crist? A major part of the
answer touching those aspects of the issuc that
saience can treat at all, must be: because
Pikaia survived the Burgess decimation. This
response does not cite a single low of nature;
it embodics no statement about predictable
evolutionary pathways, no calculation of pro-
babilitics bascd on genceral rules of anatomy
or ccology. The sourvival of Pikal was a
comtingency of ‘just history’. We arc the
offsprings of history and must cstablish our
own paths in this most diverse and interesting
of conceivable universes one indifferent to our
suffering, and therefore affering us maximum
freedom to thrive, or to fail, in our own chosen
way.

The last word on this subject is left to Mark
Twain, who grasped so graphically, when the
Eiffcl Tower was the world’s tallest building,
the implications of geology’s most [rightening
fact;

“Man has been here for 32000 years. That
it took a hundred million years to prepare the
world for him is proof that that is what it was
done for. I suppose it is. I dunno If the Eiffel
Tower were now representing the world's age,
the skin of paint on the pinnacle knob at its
summit would represent man's sharc of that
age; and nobody would perceive that the skin
was what the tower was built for. T reckon
they would, 1 dunno.”
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A Visit to Mattur

A Survey under the Language Diversity Programme

Dr. Prasanta Kumar Dasgupta
Department of Bengali

“Agacchantu”

(—Plcase come) was the word by which we
were greeted by once of the persons we come
across in the village ‘Mattur” where the villa-
gers speak in Sanskrit. It was arare experience.
By intonation the word also conveyed the
sense of “‘you are welcome’’.

A team of 4 students of different departments
of Presidency college went to participate in
the National Integration Camp under the auspi-
ces of Sahyadri Science College, Shimoga in
the Campus Diversity Initiative programme.
Sohini Sengupta (Sociology), Debaleena Mo-
jumdar  (Statistics), Soumya Choudhury
(Physics) and Projit Bihari Mukharji (Philo-
sophy} were the members of team. The team
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was led by Dr. Prasanta Kumar Dasgupta of
the Department of Bengali.

The Camp was organised from the 30th
November to the 2Znd December 1996. But
the return-journey reservation from Bangalore
could not be availed before the Sth December.
The tcam decided to procced to Bangalore
via Mysorc on the 3rd December by over-night
bus-service. When the existence of such a
village where villagers speak in Sanskrit was
known from Shimoga, Presidency College
Team decided to utilize the day by visiting
the village, by having an on-thc-spot survey
of the village and by including that survey in
the Language Diversity Programme (of the
Campus Diversity Initiative). A trouble preve-



nted Sohini to move and Deboleena had to
accompany her in the Hostel. Therefore, Projit
Bihari and Soumya could accompany Dr.
Dasgupta in the journeey to Mattur to conduct
a survey under the Language Diversity Progra-
mme.

Mattur is 8km away from Shimoga and can
be availed by bus service. The villagers are
mainly “‘Sankethi’”” Brahmins. A girl of that
sect, now a student in journalism of Sahyadri
College, agreed to guide the Presidency Colle-
ge Team throughout the survey. Her name was
‘Lakshmi, HK. While leading us Lakshmi
.explained that this ‘Sankethi’ sect originally
belonged to a place called ‘Samkat’ situated
between Tamilnadu and Kerala and at least
500 years ago started moving towards no-
rthwest due to drought in the locality. They
gradually came to Andhrapradesh at the time
of Krishnadeva Ray and Tryambaka Ray. Then
they moved towards Tamilnadu and after living
there for some time finally settled in Karnata-
ka. During this travel they collected old Telegu,
old Tamil, Kannada alongwith Malayali words
and included them in their vocabulary and
made a dialect of their own also called ‘Sanke-
thi'". They generally use their own dialect in
their domestic and daily life but never had
forsaken Sanskrit, and in fact ‘Sankethi’ is full
of Sanskrit (Tatsama) words also.

Sentence Stnuture, Lakshmi explained, of

Sankethi is based generally on Kannada sente-
nce syntax but the base of the dialect is
Malayalam and Sanskrit.

English: I am reading

Kanada: Nam voduthiddene

Sanskrit: Aham pathami

Sankethi ! No vodandrani

Dialect ‘Sankethi’ has three separate forms,
one is ‘Kaushiki Sankethi’, Kaushik being a
village near Hassan district of Karnataka,
second one is ‘ Bettadpura Sankethi’ Bettadpu-
ra is also situated near Hassan. The third
variely is Lingadahalli, ‘Halli means village in
Kannada— (Can it be derived from ‘Palli?’

Palli - Phalli — Halli ?) the village Lingudahalli
is near Chibmagalore.

From the enquiry in the Vllldé(, Mattur it was
known that there arc 72 households in the
village and out of those 72 houscholds, 62
belong to ‘Sankethi’ Brahmins’. The popula-
tion of the village ‘Mattur’ is 500. Out of them
at least 300 people speak always in Sanskrit
and Sank cthi. With the neighbourhood people
they speak in Sankethi, but when they speak
to clderly respectable persons they speak
fluently in Sanskrit. Their means of communi-
cation generally is Sankethi and Sanskrit is
their adopted language.

River Tunga is flowing by the West of Mattur
village. Therc is a village on the other side

- of the Tunga named Hosahalli (Hosa means
‘new and halli, as has been pointed out before,

village). When Sankethi became over-popula-
ted some-of the villagers settled on the other
side of the quiet river Tunga. Our guide Sm.
Lakshmi belongs to the village Hosahalli. In -
her name she carries the name of her village
and her father’s namec Hosahalli Krishnamu-
rthy Lakshmi or H K Lakshmi. (Just like the
name of our former Prime Minister Sri. H.
K. Devegowda— Hardanhalli Daddegowda
Devegowda. Hardauhalli is name of the village
from where hailed, Daddegowda being the
name of his father.) Good many rclations of
Lakshmi reside in ‘Mattur’, naturally.

The villagers live on the cultivation of Areca
nut i.c. Supuri. Harvesting season being Septe-
mber to December, the villagers remain busy
during this time of the year (December). On
the whole cach family earns more than 1.25
to 1.50 lakhs on an average per year in the

.period by which they can plan for the rest

of the year. Of course the income varies

~according to the size of the holding.
" Mentfolk of the village come to river Tunga

for bathing after making morning prayers but
the womenfolk come there only occasonally.
They do not get any time to come 1o riverghat
since they remain busy with their domestic
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works. For cooking or other domestic purpo-
sed they have drinking water line connection
in their houses.

An woman who was found washing clothes
in the river was identified as a Tamil maid
servant. Once picuilier aspect was thus unfo-
lded. Only Tamil Women are there in the
village who have been waiting in different
benos holder as helping hands. These Tamil
familics moved with the ‘Sankethi” Brahmins
all the way in Sankethis” search for settlement.
Womenfolk of the Sanketht Brahmins conve-
rse with them in Tamil only.

It unfolded that the villagers are multilingual,
They speak amongst themselves in (1) Sanke-
thi Dialect— a dialect invented by Sankethi
Brahmins only for themselves, intelligle nei-
ther to Kannada speaking nor Tamil speaking
people, as admitted by one highly cducated
Tamil scholar though well conversant vill
kannada {2) learn Kannada— as the medium
of instruction in Karnataka is Kannada langua-
gc in primary and sccondary level; {3) learn
English from sccondary level and continucs
with the language in higher studies (4) unde-
rstand Hindi, but that s a recent phenomenon,
(they complained of Hindi nctwork dominiion)
(S} can speak also Tamil since they have 1o
get their work done by non Brahmin Tamil
women or Tamil labours who migrated with
them, and finally (6) they have opted Sanskrit
notonly for religious rites but also as a medium
for day to day conversation

The fittle village ‘Mattur’ was surveyed by the
Presidency College team on foot.

Non— Brahmins of the locality live outside
the village mattur on the castern side of the
road.

Sanskrit Pathasala is opened to both Brahmins
and non-Brahmins, but non-Brahmins arc not
allowed to go inside the houses, not 1o speak
of the woking places. Even the Tamil women
arc not allowed to come near the place where
meals are served.

The village has a sanskrit ‘Chatuspathi’ or
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residential fo/ where Vedic scriptures are
being taught. The head teacher of this ol a
stout young man will long south-Indian Bra-
hmin style hair-cut (shaven in the forchead
portion and long thick ‘tiki” in the back, which
is knotted) teaches the young adolescent lea-
mers. His name is Sri M. Chandrasckhar
Avadhani. Panini is taught with Bhattoji Di-
kshits  commentarics.  Krishna-yajurveda
Branch is regularly taught herc. The school
gets help at the rate of Rs. 5000 per month
from one Nityananda Saraswat Swami. {from
his own trust. Sri Avadhani is fairly well-read
man, since he has read some of the Saratcha-
ndra Chattopadhyay’s novels translated in
Kannada, but he admitted that he has not read
any of the works of and on Rabindranath
Tagore save and except the criticism nade
by Saratchandra.

We et several people. In the house of one
of the relatives of Lakshmi, our guide,Sri. M.
Sanatkumar Sarma we met Sanatkumar’s fa-
ther and grand father Sri Markendeya Avadha-
ni and Asvathanarayan Avadhani. Sanatku-
mars sister, a married lady Sm. Vijayalakshmi
and Sanatkumars mother also received us
inside their those and freely talked to us in
Sanskrit. We could not reciprocate and only
could convey ‘abhysa nasti’ that is we have
not practised speaking in Sanskrit. They offe-
red coffec and while we begged them not 1o
add sugar in one cup of coffee they smiled
and agreed: ‘asharkaram, sasharkaram va’
with or without sugar, will be served.

They informed that the tfamily is proficient in
music. The style which is a speciality in this
portion of Karnataka is called ‘gamaka’ where
literary flavours arc added at the time of
presentation (Lakshmi told us that she is also
proficient in Music and in fact teaches a gruop
of students). ‘

We also met Sri M. Madhumarali, and Sri M.
Narayan and somc other clderly persons
whose name we did not ask and therefore
could not note.



A ferryman, we met on the river Tunga, ferried
us through an iron tumbler over the river. We
loitered on the other side of the river, outskirts
ol Hosahalli village where there are banana
plantation, mango gardens and arcca nut
plantations. We did not enter the village lor
want of time. We came 1o know that the
ferryman’s two sons are camp engineers and

well-placed. But the fact does not prevent him -

to continue his ferrying business, a responsibi-
lity allotted to him by the villagers. Nothing
is to be paid by the villagers for crossing the
river by tumbled boat, but he took Rupees
10/- form us as we were outsiders.

Some big boulders are strewn on the river-bed,
so that in the summer they do not require
the tumbler boat to cross the river and walk
over the boulders in order to cross the Tunga.
We¢ had one mid-day meal at the Vedanta
Chatushpathi with rice, sambar and curd. We
offered Rs 25/- as donation to chatushpathi

which they readily accepted with thanks. While
we asked the head-teachers, penmission to
leave the village he bid farewell by singing
‘sivasty santu panthanum’— let your journcy
be quite good.

Lakshmi H.K. finally led us to her parents,
residence at Shimoga when we got down {rom
bus at Shimoga bus station. Here we met
Lakshmi’s brother Sri H.K. Vanda Subranyam
(U. Hosahalli Krishnamurthee Shumukha Ve-
nkata Subranyam) and her mother.

Mattur, we gathered, is a village where people
have opted for Sanskrit long ago and kept the
tradition ongoing. It is a wealthy village from
where many engineers, doctors, businessman
came out. But however established in life they
are, they refuse to severe connection with their
village and come back to village on every
occasion 10 attend this or that ceremony of
this or that houschold— their near or distant
relatives— where they cat together.
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The Editorial Collective
A Genealogical Elaboration

History teaches how to laugh at the solemnitics of origin. Don’t we need to detach ourselves
from this continuous monotony of names ? “I'radition, imprisoncd in these names, can only
express itscll instrumentally, resulting in the transition {rom a positive reading of the powers
and capacities of the past 1o a negative one. Indeed, we are victimized by our own instrumental

formulation.
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Barajakanta Guha
1922-23 Uma Prasad Mookerjec
1923-24 Subodh Chandra Sen Gupta
1924-25 Subodh Chandra Sen Gupta
1925-26 Asit K. Mukherjee
1926-27 Humayun Kabir
1927-28 Hirendranath Mukherjee
1928-29 Sunit Kukar Indra
1929-30 Taraknath Sen
1930-31 Bhabatosh Dutta
1931-32 Ajit Nath Roy
1932-33 Sachindra Kumar Majumdar
1933-34 Nikhilnath Chakravarty
1934-35 Ardhendu Bakshi
1935-36 Kalidas Lahiri
1936-37 Asok Mitra
1937-38 Bimal Chandra Sinha
1938-39 Pratap Chandra Sen
Nirmal Chandra Sen Gupta
1939-40 A.Q.M. Mahiuddin
1941-42 Arun Banerjce
1942-46 Neo Publication
1947-48 Sudhindranath Gupta
1048-49 Subir Kumar Scn
1949-50 Dilip Kumar Kar
1950-51 Kamal Kumar Ghatak
1951-52 Sipra Sarkar
1952-53 Arun Kumar Das Gupta
1953-54 Ashin Ranjan Das Gupta
1954-55 Sukhamoy Chakravarty
1955-56 Amiya Kumar Sen
1956-57 Ashok Kumar Chatterjce
1957-58 Asoke Sanjoy Guha
1958-59 Ketaki Kushari
1959-60 Gayatri Chakravarty
1960-61 Tapan Kumar Chakravarty
1961-62 Gautam Chakravarty

PUBLICATION SECRETARIES
Jogesh Chandra Chakravarti
Prafulla Kumar Sircar
Ramaprasad Mukhopadhyay
Mahmood Hasan

Paran Chandra Gangooli
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee
Bimal Kumar Bhattacharya
Uma Prasad Mookerjee
Akshay Kumar Sarkar
Bimala Prasad Mukherjce
Bijoy Lal Lahiri :

Lokesh Chandra Guha Roy
Sunit Kumar Indra

Syed Mahbub Murshed

Ajit Nath Roy

Ajit Nath Roy

Nirmal Kumar Bhattacharjec
Nirmal Kumar Bhattacharjec
Girindra Nath Chakravarti
Sudhir Kumar Ghosh
Prabhat Kumar Sircar

Arun Kumar Chandra

Ram Chandra Mukherjee
Abu Sayced Chowdhury

Bimal Chandra Dutta
Golam Karim

Nirmal Kumar Sarkar
Bangendu Gangopadhyay
Sourindra Mohan Chakravarti
Manas Mukutmani

Kalyan Kumar Das Gupta
Jyotirmay Pal Chaudhuri
Pradip Das

Pradip Ranjan Sarbadhikari
Devendra Nath Banerjee
Subal Das Gupta

Dcbaki Nandan Mondal
Tapan Kumar Lahiri
Rupendra Majumdar
Ashim Chatterjec

Ajoy Kumar Banerjee
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YEAR
1962-63

1963-64
1964-65
1965-66
1966-67

1967-68°

1968-69
1969-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1977-78

1978-81
1981-82

1982-83
1983-84

1985-86

1986-87

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1990-92

1993-95

1995-96

1996-98

EDITORS

Badal Mukherji
Mihir Bhattacharya
Pranab Kumar Chatterjec
Subhas Basu
No Publication
Sanjay Kshetry
No Publication
Abhijit Sen
No Publication
Anup Kumar Sinha
Rudrangshu Mukherjee
Swapan Chakravarty
Shankar Nath Sen
Sugata Bose
Gautam Basu
No Publication
Debasis Banerjec
Somak Ray Chaudhury
No Publication -
Sudipta Sen
Bishnupriya Ghosh
Brinda Bosc
Anjan Guhathakurta
Subha Mukherjee
Apurba Saha
No Publication
Anindya Dutta
Suddhasatwa Bandyopadhyay
Abheck Barman
Amitendu Palit
Adrish Biswas
Jayanta Ray

Shiladitya Sarkar Jt. Publication

Debraj Bhattacharya

Pathikrit Sengupta

Soumya Sundar Mukhopadhyay
Arjun Deb Sen Sharma
Debanug Dasgupta
Santanu Das

Sanjoy Chakraborty
Saibal Basu -
Bodhisattva Kar
Anirban Mukherjee
Anindyo Sengupta
Kumar Kislay

Jt. Publication
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Jt. Publication

PUBLICATION SECRETARIES
Alok Kumar Mukherjee

Pritis Nandy
Biswanath Maity

Gautam Bhadra
Rebagta Ghosh
Rudrangshu Mukherjee
Swapan Chokravarty

Suranjan Das
Paramita Banerjee

Banya Datta

Subrata Sen
Chandreyee Niyogi

Jayita Ghosh
Sachita Bhowmick

Debashis Das

Pratik Mitra ;
Chandrani Majumdar
Sanjoy Chakraborty
Ananda Sankar Roy
Soumya Sundar Mukherjec
Arijit Bhattacharya

Raja Bhattacharya
Ashis Pathak






