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Foreword 

The Presidency College Magazine (1978) has come out late. For this there 
are several reasons, The sluggishness of the printers because of strike and 
load-shedding has been mainly responsible for the delay. Efforts at acceleration 
were hampered by one of the editors; he did not submit his editorial in time 
in spite of several reminders and thus withheld publication which was already 
lagging behind the normal time-schedule. We sincerely apologise for the delay. 

The Presidency College Magazine has a distinctive character of its own and 
is not just a routine publication. Throughout its long and distinguished career 
it has received thought-provoking articles from past and present students. In 
keeping with that tradition this issue, too, contains a number of writings of a 
high standard and abiding interest. Some may be of a controversial nature, 
but these no doubt represent the honestly expressed opinions of the writers, 
although everyone need not agree with them. 

I would like to draw the attention of all concerned to an important point. 
Because of the abnormal rise in the cost of publication and the limited funds 
at our disposal, it is, I fear, simply not possible to publish the Magazine every 
year. The cost for this issue has been met out of the last two years' funds. 
The Magazine will have to be published in alternate years unless the students' 
contribution to the fund is raised or government subsidy received. 

Thanks are due to Dr. H. N. Chakraborty, Professor-in-charge of the 
Magazine, for the time and energy he has ungrudgingly devoted to this number. 
Students who have helped with the publication and contributors to the Magazine 
also deserve our sincerest thanks. 

B. S. BASAK 
Principal, 
Presidency College^ 
Calcutta. 
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î -i ffMT̂ T̂W, WT5 'ISRf Pr;-^I^ 51'̂ T̂ USC'^'n hlH-

^srra^ ^ s ^ >nfic?i wr^r, ^ ^ fc '^ ' ^ rM\z^m 
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ŝftfpnr 5j:?r I'm, ^^ ^"•f si ^ i^n 'w »t;«*CT m^ 

v^] ^c5^, f^f^ ^r f^rra Sf^wf=^ •'^^^ ^ c ^ ̂  i 

^SfTl ^ •m W 1^5^[ rai^ ^^•<3 5T^ ^^g;;^ 

^ i f ^ ^ ^ w ^ 1 ^«H ^TH^w^^' c^Ri^n^ ( ^ ^ 

1^?^ ^icffiiff ^^OT-w 'T^^c '̂H^^ 5[^;?mi-iii^ 

ST;:^ 7[j§̂ Fsfr W ^ I ^ i^>m ^sfwra '̂=<R;*jf ^SM ^SIT 

^ i i * ^ f^w; •nf^sTKi '̂ ira f̂ ^«?fra ^M^ ^ 
^HK^ ^^^ '̂ ITft̂ J ^̂ C Î̂ CslH I 5^<? ^ ^ ^ ^ T 5 
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\s«i:i ^roW^ •'W Ĉ IĈ  Ĉ  ^SfJ^^H 5;MT ^ I 2Sf^ 

sn wfij -^iw %;^ '^^^ i^KMM^, ^ ^^ 

n^r^ ^ R I ^ ' ^ ^-^ * I 7 ? l f e S f R C ^ tjl^C^sM C ^ 

f^?^ ^ ^ fef, f^^^ «î 1«K<i ? 
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f^^ î 'Sfssfff̂ fss <|i(^^^_"two matters which, in 
my opinion, vitally concern the future well-
being of the College we all hold dear. The 
first is the formation of a Presidency College 
Association, membership of which would be 
open. . . .to all past and present professors and 
students.. . . The other mat te r . . . . is that old 
outstanding question of a College H a l l . . . . 
Some day.. . .1 hope once more to visit Pre­
sidency College, to renew my acquaintance 
with my old colleagues and students.. . I look 
formard to the day when I shall once more 
visit the scene of so many happy memories. 
When that day comes I hope that as a mem­
ber of Presidency College Association I shall 
sit in Presidency College Hall." ^ j j j j^^ 
i j f« f° :2ff5((?5f*5T wj^m:^ f^M (7R^ ^^ 

^i)qo ^-m ^snsrrcw ^m ^«RI ŜHOT U^, "^m^ 

«f«Hl wia-?Ta1w^ w ^ ^ ^ w^ c^c^ c^TCi^i 
'Sik ^ ^ CSCT (il'SR tsh w^ fxsf^^fSR n a -
wjftz^ snf^i^ Ffe^ iJî T ^ i ^;fe uf-Qju 5?fi ' 

^«nT'!w s^fsf^ ^0 C2ff7[Cisfs^ ^lv[^ ^ # ^ , •i>0b'6 



<2R[W S f^^m^W &^^m 

^^V% b*<('«T 

/ hate any kind of tyranny, whether of words or deeds. 

—Montaigne 

f»rf«fM Sf̂ lC ĉ̂  ^?JT^ ^ , (HIJI f7psn*\s<ll4i 

^ t M ^^s^-AS lii^sfw ĉ «rr'5T®T 5 5 I ^s i ' ^t?rr 

^ k w ii]̂ srf{T ^•sm ^f^^W ^sj]?H; ^sira CTt W ^ 

'CTW £f̂ TC»ra' ^917 'TMT 5 7 ^ f^^SR fvsf^, W^T 

^1 ; ^TM ĴTF C4MI <1'-̂ C4 ^ 'Sr1<ic<p ^ ^ 1 

^r^ v5nw<3 SfFIC^ 5R f̂  ^ fe?r 'tvSl i5^ 

C5f«fN f^sf^WR '^°«m W(^ T̂vSCW W f ^ ^^H-

intellectual aggression | (̂T=itxfi vg]^ \Q q̂BT 

^ vS'^Jvs î̂ -TrfvSi:?! si;^«p^ ^STCO m c ^ ^SR:^ 

\5vs w*^ ' 2n<s wy\ ^ ^ 5 ^ I ^sji^ci viil: T^M-ew 
^rf^ Ĉ j" (Si^J^ ftfCT§^ \sT Hazlitt-^£)^ 'On T h e 

Ignorance of the Learned' i^-^_ Ĉ^̂TTCT Wf^ 

'he who has the most of this technical 

memory, with the least turn for other things. 

cafwRJT ŝjsTSf "Sflwr, ^iobft :̂s 2PWS I R ^ W W ^ ^^"jfhs^ 



. . . .will make the most forward school boy.' 

1 ^ 's iTfe^ ^-^sc^c^ zmw^ ^ ^ ĉ r ^ 

in I ^ ^ c^«f '^K<^ *Qr^ OT, w "^us ^:u ^K 

^ ^n^.t ^sm ^ *iH,^<i ^^^ iî nwT Tn̂ ĵ 'JT liî riCT 
C=# I =mTl;ii7 £̂>IIW?̂ <M<l I w i f ^ Paulo Freire-^?[ 

^^'rar ai?!;^ ^ic^r ^n ̂ m f*WT^ ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ s ^ , 
wsfiiJT mMi w'^ w^'um ^ m ^ sna, %ir^ 
l^f'^f?!^!:^ '5^^ f^5^' 5R;«r ^^ r̂ra <FW, ^sn^ 

201WW '̂i ^'MissT "m."^ 5̂[̂ «!rr?r c ^ ^ ra ŜTRF 

Tp®^ I f^^ w-sn^r;;^ ^cra f^w^ î̂ jjTW -i>iw)?i 
I T ^ ^ ^"^I'vsf^^ ^^F<m m^m, ^cH ^ C 5 lilt 

CSJWSf ^5^ n'=^—Jf=^C<[ fsMra ^ ^ , ^s?:^ ^ 

ff;;̂  I wCTi ŝTCSf iif^^^ ;iiit î̂ -silxsi? P^ci ŝ 

"fkk tj-M"^ "siT*^ ^^Ti::?! I W R I <ii5R H 

i£isR a*^ usm<i TMmi^^ ^ R ^ (fi*^ c ^ 

^5^1? i:̂ <3?[W ^ C ^ l F . W. Bateson ^ 

Essays in Critical Dissent g^?ef jP f f«o^^ 

i f ^ ^5M-Q ^srar i£itw5T ^scw ^1^ f<pE?,ĉ  
SPq C^sMra S R ; ? ^ 12f»f°m ^?IC^ ^ 1 % ^ 1 

iii«(Ti:̂  f̂ ^̂ m̂ s ^ni^vDRsj^ fe sfwr ^ T ^ in^ 

'W" '̂ n?a^5H -s îvsn 3;:^s^ 7r;;siM ^ ^la.sp^ fsRiai 

U.G.C. ^i Selection Board ^RJfflt sfisn ^siT?;^, 

f^^ vsH ^T^<3 TOi^ 5]78f,?r 7 1 ^ M'-<iW^ 

cm^i f ^ s ^ t ^ ^c^ ^ ! i i a:?[t ^ac^-^?:^ '5it;cv5T 

<S\^°\ \sT 5:C^ 2 r o f > ^ 5fP?R 3=[̂ «fin U.G.C.-

"G <1C=10̂H publish or perish i ifjî  •s^^SPfT'^ 

vsjR \sT'?'^w SfT^fvs^ 'n:;;̂ >̂=̂ (;M >I»-«N'^I 

(?R, h°\^ ^1?^^ ^5 ; :^ c¥iRT sR^^ CTvsT ̂  

CTalw, 4^° «T^ lilsR \»l̂ T?[ îTT •51Ĉ  ' ^ U¥s\ ^ 

2lTvŝ il<) lilt "STf^s^F^^ ^ 1 ^ 1 ^ \sTCTl ^ife^fo 

^[•nra, '^vs^^ ^WlCf?l i ^^ '5T5TR?n̂  iflSTR^ 

^mf^ if;;(:tit: i^'\us -^ii^ fe^, f^c»R ^R:^ | 
5̂n{:5i1wT?r I ^ra«f >iic^<<iit liit r^^ ^hcw(M, 

£t>Wl f^^SfW^ ^'^•'fte^ ^ ^ C\tol'>) <p(.5i©r "̂ ffa^T, 'i.Cb'ti 
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\5T̂  f^^'^f ^^^ *f7T(:̂  ^ 1 \2l^ E. M. W. 

Tillyard fifioi;?! <\'4C^ "^W^, 'I sometimes 

think that the crude and brutal anti-intelle-

ctualism of (he Nazi movement was partly 

due to the excesses of German academic 

production; to that soulless grinding out 

of mechanical theses that obscured the 

genuine nobility of a proportion of German 

scholarship', ifĵ o ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^j^ ^ ^^ 

jff̂  5̂RifF[ '^ Stack of unreflective compilation'. 

w\^ ^ .^ f¥w; ^ , \ok CKW WsF? c ^ ^ n ^ 

^jflT'W f ^ Wt^ f ^ T̂-̂ IH f̂  ^8f̂  flŜ vsT 

^ C ^ n r a ^ I Nsk ^»f?¥I Epictetus ^ ^ SRr;»RT 

Muriel Spark-ig;^ ^^^^ Doctors of Philo­

sophy-^ ^SC;?̂ <|5 ?•?[• ^^- %—i|H?>l<1̂ vsTl 

I tell all my friends, I say 'They are Doctors 

of Philosophy, every one of them. They 

live such dignified lives, my dears. They 

have stately conversations with each other.' 

^K^fft^ t\s?rf ^jM^, {Mw:^ ^ r f e ^'km ^^i^^ 

% '̂̂ HI?r sr;C?^'<3 1 Spark-i£)^ T ^ J ^ ^ : ^ 

^ • '̂i,<ll4 5̂Ĉ  ^Q^IU^ ^ ; 9̂̂ ° W^T ̂ H^^IT ^ ^ 

J:^^ 511 (fitw w ; ^ (?#i •'ra^TT ĉ i:̂  -n??^ 

^"^ -̂ RB̂ iT cffŝ f ^ ic^ ^sTF fsmi^T ^51::^ 

n^scra ^^5^, *r1i:^ w ^ m ¥ ^ 57:^ w ^ !K?['Q 

r^vft ^^ 5P5 ^ - s ^ w ^spv^f 'Tsf^ »r:;CT 11::̂ "^^ 

^ ^ ^ e f ^ m m ^ 1^:1 wwii-fiwnr SITOT^ - ^ 

sfPt V*f ^ ^ ' '^'^ ^'^ (71^^^, SIM •'Tfwi?! 
snc^-sn;:^ %i^ C^ 5ir article ^̂7 appropriate 
preposition-i£]^ vgsf i j ^ | ^^7^ <^^ ^j(;^ ĉTW 

IR^lfwW^ ^nW^«??5t 'May I say, sir ?' ^ 

'May I speak, sir ?' z^j^;^^ ^i^ t ° C ^ ^ 

few ^;;^«f ^ "5:^ w:^ mh sr^al vs f»(^?^wi 

wii^ 'ur^' "nfa^T?! £mf»f« •si^f^ %?fcs iSi'w^ 

4MC -̂I C ,̂ M ^ 'JEeW 5̂fra 'a few' ^ pf;p^ 

nTer% ^ICT^ ^ 1 ŝC^ WT«T 5ir \ sk ^sifew 

5̂IW^ ^ra^ ^ 5̂tW^ ^ ^ ^ -STirâ  f̂  ŝT ĴffTT 

^ " ^ 5 ^ ^ I Jaques •n]r\^c^<\ 'seven ages'-^^ ^-i^ 

^js^;;^; Erik Erikson ^fZ5f(^ 'eight ages'-^fî  

f:£ff>itoT'>i' •sifwi, ^01/4 ^ 0 xf'ws IWSRAW '̂̂ 'sftê  



?:sTC ,̂ mm *i7?r » f ;p c ? n : ^ 7n:«'rf w ^c^ 

sfra ^«?f # a c^»ft f ^ ^ , \ s ^ ^; ;^^ ^sr̂ qf̂ sfT 

they read them all ? ^^i;;^ Mrs. D.: They 

don't use them for reading, they are educat­

ed people, they refer to them, ^vs^gfff ĝ-̂  

"n%?f Cf̂ T̂  'SRI, f^^ ^srar ?rCT ^ impress 

^irg Sfini 'impressive' ^ 5 ^ ^ ^ .yfl^^ 

^^w1? 5 ^ 1 ^ ^ nr^?fT ^>i»-«<i 137W[f'TC*f î<i>«ic<)<i 

ŝnw 5n:7;;̂ R:̂  'impress' r̂gĵ s ^ ^^is^ f̂ W-

w c 5 ^ ^ ^ ^ f <F ^ S F ^ M 1I5W5 ^ « ^ ^ i ; ; ; ^ sn̂ ifT-

îfWF ^ ^ lil̂ î  ^^ Z'^^ir:^^, generation gap, 
^ alienation-iij^ ^s^^ ^ ^ jtfĵ il̂  f̂ ĵ g ^̂ ifjfjio 

SfiĈM I ^ i t ^W^ 5:C?f Edward Shils fs^c^ffesH 

Encounter ^f(csf ;;?[, ^wra^% f»W^ 'isntsf, 

'there is, in any case, no u-adition to invite 

a student home for a meal or tea. Neither 

teacher nor student would be at ease in such 

a situation, neither would have pleasure in 

the other's company' ^ ° jjj' ^<IT^W 5TQOT5 

jfP?!- ^f^pfeR:^ wrra c e ^ ^z^, ^°cw ^ s ^ ^RTI 

^fswra OT^T, srl<iHt<t» c«fM cCT:«r W R : ^ ^TKM 

t ^ fen «TO]t; ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 

^j^iM ^«tc¥ '^ i f iwl^ ' ^^ ^j:^, ^ t ^ ^i>iw 

•«?[ " i ^ ; <i;1i^ 'snsM cerc^ ^srwcw JM:«f 'w-

ufw^]^ ^sf asncf ^^ (îppTT s ,̂ iii«(WT 5̂111̂ -

C ŝfsRs »i;'=s;p£T « l ^ l r a ^5(̂ eN ^ ? : 5 1 W-I^T^ 

^^fiT'w ^^RspaH a;^ f5R;?n^^ 2ffef4^ iK?R:^ 

m^<i ^ws m ^ w ^ w ôi:̂  5iii:^ ^s r ^{^i'^ 
'^US 'oT?:̂  Wfî f ( ^ ^(^US '^ ^ 1 1̂®F •̂ J l̂Cipl̂  

5î oTfw? ?n?i(:^ ^ s t c ^ -̂sTTf̂  w^?n?f ^ R - Q swr t 

1^*TN't]M:?ra^ 5̂iCT̂  [̂TC'n ^^^H ^«ni 

,ii^ ^sn?j ;ii«nCT Wwi^ Tfif^ "s^fe^ntij^ 

SPWS f^SaWl^^ ^i^'flvSi^ ^8 l2lt>iC\tiT'>l ^(M^ nlQ^, 'i>0b'4 



i::?!-!*!^ siOTif ĉ iCTT w s n ^i^sf fpf^ ^ M Ĵ T 

^ H f»R ?T^5 r̂a >R 2 f S 5 ^ W ^ ^ ^*IT I ^111 

CCR:^ ŝriOT ^sni:^ ^p^^^n f ^ ? \ s i ^nwi:^^ ^la-

Tî ncsf f 5 * ^ i ^ ^isfti^f^s^ ^ R ; ^ K \ S M ĉ r srra^Tf 

^^{ JTWSfT̂ i ^c^TCs?^ ^ ^ n M 5ia ^rarn ^s=iw^ 

^ ^ " T R : ^ cK?f c^»t1 ^ : ^ ^ ' snw 'fm, w m ^ 

Ĉ PH lilt ^iwt^rfvs^ ^sRî raf;̂  Wm^ ^\-^US 

^sfR \s-m i vsi^ T^5ss7{:^^ •'ilvs^ "sum '^U5i 

^ ^ ^ -n '̂nCW^ ^IC^ lil̂ Tf OTH ^^^—;£]^ f»(^ 

^WSfi^ ŜTRCq ^ ^ 'compulsory miseducation', 

grfvs?]̂  ^k^ 'subversive' ^ ^ ^j^j fpfjg <£m^ I 

?:£ff>ICv!?T*7[ ^^Jffpsf •5>(fa^, ^ 0 ^ 4 :s(i SPl'^s ?<)'fisSrW^ ^<?'sfte^ 



# ^ /v \5tfw f^t^ Pmtz^ 

I ^ R K^-frSfM 

i ^ \ ^ t T:^\^\U\ C ^ c ^ i ^ c«PT^ 5T;;^?f=^ 

a^sf ŝn̂ rra ^pfcsr ^snw =7T I ^«TC^ n r c ^ f ^ ^ 

^C5̂ C^ ^olsl««?t ^^t^Nsl "sffa^T iTTSĵ  tf^^'mca 

cns?!!^ ^ fe^ f^2»fw c ^ ' ( W t i : ^ ^^^'Q 

'w J ^ mM fee? w;^' ̂ z w ^sff^ ^'^% 

w."^^ 'foTc^ n r f c r I T<iH?̂ 1 ̂ t ^ ̂  5 ^ ?:sTC'«RT 

';̂ RTC?f '̂ nfsr ^ s r i ' ' 1 w w i f e ?<iH?ra;'—^snfî  

ŝfTsr:̂  !:̂ 5ra 'ffe} ^i::^!, ŝnfsf̂ s 5 ^ I^IV^ni ^"Nc^ 

i w s r , vara ¥Cs1^ vsToi'M ceiW, « f ; ^ ^^\W^ 

w t , TmsrnJi ^^s^ t ' ^ f ^ cefc^ -ŝ m ^cf, a^ i^ r -

CIM'B^ f5=T, \oM 5 1 ^ W7^ C ^ fer ^ » ^ -

ifiw i "sm fvŝ -f̂ oJî  ^ ^ q̂ĉ  m^, ^m fe^ 

•*)« ,̂>l̂ «f 4<(\5|i| 

?rafsf 2RT5f fe<[ W£R::^»f^T ' ^ ' r a ^ f t re-

^slW) C ^ ^ Sĵ Sr lim. 1 

i f l # ^ ^sTCSf WSTH C ^ ^lU^s liJDT, '^'^!?\\ 

TIsilW^ i > ( % C ^ ^ ^ 8 ^ T̂ jRf̂  \sH =Tlf^ ^ ^ ? ^ 

r̂ffRT OT ̂ s m fJiOTsr ^ i ^ - s i ^ ^ ^|7R:^D C^R:^-

^ i ^ -s^ -^ fw i^ si:;c^ ?r<R i ^ , lii^^ra^r if i^ 

^ • ^ f^ \sl1% f5?TT<f fs[sTOo i4) C2ff7R:̂ 5f*5f ^5j?rsf n f e ^ , 'i.ob'ft 
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t q - ^ ^ "Tivsl̂  "sfm mi'of ^w^, ^ f f ' s ^ 

^^c^ 'ff̂ Hrsr 5ir i ^ i ^ wt^ro ^5nsn^ mc^ 

sffef's^ ^, ^snsni f̂ivsra ^^^^ ^T^COT ^ I^JTW 

f̂ i?f(̂  F̂iiTT u^\ voT̂  5n?i 5C?R:5 j^i^-miJ^ 

sf^M >RTt ^ s n ^ ^sira TRi (TTE:^ 1 W I S P ^ 

'JoMW lilt ^̂ llCef m, ITI^-1«^ ^'B^s t ^ 5 W '^U? 

# ^ ^ q ^ ^T^\»w«[ ^ ^ ^w^ -ŝ iiT^ I P ^ 

^ ^ R : ^ ^ n ^ - f ^ c ' ^ i ^cw, ^ifei ŝfT ŝTC^ f̂ , 
;M -̂3f«?f :5rfpf̂  CT1<IW^ >iî fi5 ^nf^-m-e^, 

^sRi'^fw ^51^ ^ d ^ f w ^^r^rf^^ ^WTic^ 

i ^ W C r ^ > i l ^ ^STMI?! Sf^r? ^5|KW, ŝrrcW ^slW?f 

^^sifi5<t>^(:>i<i ^ c ^ 1 w = ^ f ^ ^c<^it>Hi I 

(I^sSR 5qc?if5t i£i IT MICH csjfffT ^«1^I 

C ^ ^ \alOT?f Wf^ ^*sf;;^l 

CTCTP=*ni 5:?^ ^, lilt f '̂̂ sra' « i ^ c^c=î r ttn=ftN 

^5(1^, ^rra 'T;;^, ^ 5̂i»n z^m U^m f^*w fMi 

is^en ^Tsr 5^w ^c^ ^c^o mf^i CSTĈ RTTI 

'N^^BI l i i ^ ^5RT«ic^ ĉvbĉ iT, c5(tc?R:w t ' ^ - ' 

csffesfsTt ^Misr, lilt 'SR'sn^ sflW^iTf ^ 

csff'TCigf̂  ĉoTW i t a ^ , ViOfft 
0 

>iq 

lii'̂ R^ -n;;^?;^ wwnw C^TMR^M 4 ^ C M , VSHW 

c^f'JM few 5T *̂n bs^ Uv^ tcE5 f^ T̂fi 

WM wn^ hm'^ lii'^'Q ?M:^ mvsi ^ ^ 

2fr«f ^qcŝ  ̂ i ^ ^ n ^5^1^ t ^ ? r csff̂ fĉ T'̂ Tf̂  m^-

w<3?nM >f̂ >ra7ŝ  5j:?f, m^m^ c^c^rcw ^CSTC^S?̂  

ftfC^ cftep:^^ 1 ^'^s^c (ill: ?:«T*«:̂ i liivsî  ^fiiw^ 



ifi^ >f^'ni^ c^ iî jijTC^T C«R:^ ŝnsm f̂ ĉ?r 

OTTO ^itc^a ŝrĉ Rs C^^ft i t ^ , i4<1=iilla ^»M 

f^^M 5:?!^ W'̂ IT ?ITĈ , lilSH ^5^ »f« Ĉ CsT-csic?! 

ssfR -"lil^t ^ra^, ^ - 5 ^ ^ ^T1^«T t ^ C^^ 

f ^ s q l - f̂«?T=fl' I ^"Clfe ^ C ^ ^ vfl'fiW i:«̂ *(T 

«R[ 5>s, ĉ nsrrfsra siwr̂ ivs 5̂ «i<i(;<p ^-Q ^^ 

a ? ^ K W CT#i^ M : ^ , C ; ^ i:»R I 

"How can you transform yourself from 

L.S.D. to love-making"-^j ;^ ''Wr'^s^-'raT 
5 ? ^ s^tf ŝnfsr 2fra^ i w r a 5:c^ ^i^«ii>i«iii', 
<]»(.8lcsr \oIC^ wits'? «Î C^ CSfrafe I 5J^-^*nHT 

STTSiĉ  WC«rfe, >I,«=1I ^t^M CT^ ^slKra <l<11'tn?[' 

^(?\ ^ f 5 ^ s r a ^H *fjMc?ic^ I ^'(M SRI fiis r̂ 

£ro*r ^^t :^ "^uj^, MM'p'^i'A I aiTT sffvs^nt 

TT^ f̂k^s^? c' l i^i i : :^? ' T ^ ' f f ^ ? ^ , 'S\7^(T^ 

"TTvSI, ̂ ^Wft !^M« ^?Sf CTl̂ SfT ^ ; ^ I 

^IW^ \S8TO SfC\5T ^ , C^ SJHT>|<ISVO| ^^Clfef 

^ ^ ? ^ csri l i ^ssT^ f^pt:;!:^ I ^ p f l «TTO 

^wi^ kKi:m ^ 5 I 1 M t ^ ^ ^>^Ti !̂:oT, tf*f-<i^M^ 

^"f ' n ^ f^ ^slf?[ f^TlR fsMTOs "Of vsshu^m Ĉfffsf nfe^, ^«i/6 
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^STR f̂f \sT?Tf̂ CT ^TMm ^ i : ^ ^«f^-Q WR fw^ f^ I 

f̂ ?i(:s[, sTPT-npTO c^ fi\?ctr<!w ^ra^icwi m«^i$;;f 

i^s;:^, ?:2r?5TC\5?»3! ^^^^ \sii>i<j (rî Df ^ i:^R 

i : ^ ^ M « f ^ w^ ^«?f ^ n t c^-^sn^ ^RI, 

ŝiTjsrsr',, \5]^ >i(<:̂ c<i<i mm ?it^w^ c^sf >«i'^ 

sjTf ̂ ^^ ^^c^ii^m OT^m ^ ^ i j ^ ̂ ??r sfraĉ D mtg^ I 

^%:?[ iTf?r, c^^ csii:?f ^ c^iisT-csow^ w:^-

iTwm f^ i ' ^s j ^sn^M sffxs^Ffi ^sw, liiOT^ TR:*^ 

l i l ^ 4'C«'IC'Sr' 5TIfrr?fn ^T«5fT=fl' > i ' ^ I C ' ^ 2R;^^*nt*f¥T?[ 

f ^ vsvs'*[i1^ w t , ^ r^ r '̂ iWT ^ 1 w I ^ WM^ 

lii tfMiCT |??rs?sf-sfM f ^ ^ f i a i sfi^s]^ ^ w r a , 

1^1^ fwra ^ f ^ if^^-^vs fe?r ffTCSfi i c ^ ^M:^ ' !> ( 

^s r ^C5, WTW^IW 'TC«9f if^ f ^ ^sn^ ^sn, 

• ^ 1 ^ ^ fn<(%o T̂TĈ 'tlsTCî  iTCT?^, f iWWT^ 

^ • n ^ C?!!^ Sff^s^W ^ ? 5 ??oC?, ^^TOTl 7R:«5I 

(TT^Sff^sTR, vBlCffl f ? ^PfCeT^G >|vo\Sl^ ^"SfsTTf ^ I 

( IS f f ^ iUS^ ^ C o W -s^ fa^ . ' i iOb'6 ^̂ ^ ^ ' n t t=̂  ^rf^ t^TW 'mn-us 



r^\^ -m^H "smm t^f^ferwra r:^\^ ^^tft^ ^wi 
f îw'̂ f ^F^ ?mi ^r ^ M »n^ fe sn^ DT^TI ; ; 5 ^ 

sffvslWra i f ;? :^ ^ ^»K« ,̂ -nc^ f'jra T̂M t*i^ 
êK:«5t \siOT^ f'f^ ^ R ; ; ^ 5i^n?n 

i^Hi<i' ^ ^ csT^ esTCvs n o ^ M ^U^ ^ m ^ 
roi^ ' ^ ' j f f'?K:?r<3 jfR ^ H ^en1i5 ^t? ^ri^i 

T^=^?vsi 5̂fR5r (?[ftf-Q '̂ srcî ĉ  ^TIWST «(IC^H) 

C2ff5TĈ 5f*5T isTSR5 sr?F;̂ qq̂  nf^aW ^^=11^ Wl, 

^̂ sTT «w, ^̂ 5TT T^̂ 'fT^a^ ^5H;ac^»f ^5 :̂;1w. 

^7f[^ ^ e r gffvsfffffM Ĉ Ĉ -CWCilCĤ  W f R ' S n ^ 

M'vsvs lilSR l i l ^ ^T^ W<fRl till: ^»R C5CT 

Sf^ f^:?R:5 '̂ IliAooT' "Wtij (Intellectual ^^ 

^si^i'f •<i)<î ic<î  tm*\ m i , Tisrora- 5i5n;sfi(:iT 

•R^, ^•'^H^sr, ^'^^y *[^^k'^ wm'^ f=TC^ 
Mills and Boon. f^M <\\^\'A T^nC^ 

^ « « i ^ ^ ^w^ m'^'v 8n^i?r, \ciuf^ COTTRT 

1%?^ ^ 1 ^ ^ w«rc^ ^ ^ ? r a 5̂fK^ ^N^^nca 
i5nceTi5^ men OT<3?IT ^5R»fR5\s% i ^ei^ csk*'?^ 

B̂TTtf̂  uf^j^ sRT ^gisifcw i^R'i^ TR:®^ ^'if^ 

i^f\s?I fe[ 51^ ^ ^ ^BT^^si:^ n^SfM carafe, ^ 

i ^ 'W^ f <iwT^c=iH—"w;;̂  ŝTRi? ^fefT <Fsn̂  

m?! ^ I" (£1 <p(:<!iC'Sr ui < |5^ 'sn^Pf ^ ^ n ( : ^ 5 ^ 

If) ^ c s w - ^ n V ^ c^'^ni ^<il'tiHicsra' ^TIOT-

5TC«'5i ^ ^ c'w-w»f ^ »n«f feet <n^ 5yiw, 
v s ^ vstc^ lTT(:?ft c«R # ^ i ^«?T»nwc¥ ^ -
hz^ w^ z^n ^ ' S ^ n s f S IM ^C^JT^W-I "fefsswr 

ET^fe, tt\s5:w « s ^ w ^ s i ^ i?rs#i i ^ ^ ^ ic5 ^ s n c w 

«n^, ^ ŝnsrar fes?i nr < i ; ^ w : ^ nr nc^>s 

'^n^iCT srĉ EsT ^ W J : ^ ni1%! ^snsnr m f^Rî st̂ ^raH! 
^<§,jaf\, native j ^ i 

¥t ' ^ U ^ofi? f^TjK TilsilW ^0 Caf̂ TĈ sf̂ Tf <|ii«isr n f a ^ , 'iiOb'S 



^vs^ ¥f^m ?n^ 5t«T, \oi^ w f^^ ^̂ c?;, la-

<^h(.^ ^]^j^ "^iK"^ gR^fe ^ m\ \s«R srfff 

^oM^ 3T?J5̂  sfs:;^ nfencf m ^ ^ ^ ^ o ^ w^ 

^ni?n?7r c ^ ^^5^ ^sfM'B'?^ ?̂fT #raT I'm, 

^ 9 ^ ^sn <iivb,ciii<f ^ e f 'efR ŝ n̂  ^c^ 5^1 

^ , ^•'WflT W ^ 1W5r "^ff^ ^ ^ C ^ vsl̂ IC^ 

'srsr^ra 'spfT^ lilSRt, * iW4 >|i|?)^...Sf«^ 2P«TC^ 

^ - n f e ^ t^ lT ^ 1 " ^^rai C^*f ^ sn^Hl?! 

i||'̂ j«l̂ l<l Tfl^J^ <i)\s1^ ^<R^ Ĉ  WM^ 'Tral' 

?ira \5W "n?!"̂ ;; -st ^^ W f¥f5M?f̂ foT ^ ^ ^C^T 

«̂ra5 5̂i:g CTt CTt^;;^7w ^ ^ ^° ^ ^ K ^ ^ — 

5̂15̂  wjfH ^ a ^OT srm caT>i<;v5T'f T̂TST̂  c>[t<-

csfffc^sfsji ŜCPTS? -nlwr, ^oi /s ^^ ^ m^f iT \sl1% f^TTR Tv|slices 



wf^ c^^ 

^ff;^ OT|i*n«(Tra 

^sm^n f f ^ i 1m^ ^ I w R I 'M^ 5î R7*f 

5̂fT5wr ^snsnwi sr^ î̂ fsr ^ ^ fe^ ^<m U^ i 

f:>l̂  CSIĈ  ^SM Tf^^ ^ « l I w K ^ I tf?^'^ 

fffw f w r * <ii<i<ii<f zs^ ^ i f5 , f^"'^ •s^nf̂  ^ I 

s n ^ 7i;;(:'«r k^TR ^ , f^^^ *^?>^c '̂ f^^nsri 

7q:n^ f^siivj vn, C4MHI sTRĵ Tf ^nr?i f ^ ^ I 

W 5̂RI iî ^H ^5^^ f ^ ^ I sptfi, sflfe, "^qfC^ 

f^ ^ I ffe w i ? r viî srT ^ ^ ?M, ^ 5 f5t?:^ir 
if)^ u{<i ^<3?n K "nfe 5̂fRi?r ww\^ ^ r a ^5(1^1: 
C^rf? • ^ m ^ , T n ^ : M l i l^ (711 ̂  STT?:^ C^Tn^ 

iica OTI: 5:?ro l^'fr ^ i f t 5^c^ w:^ ^>:^ i '^TM?? 

£rf?\s, ^<R<3 ^ W , wflJ fefl Ĵ TĈ  ĝCsT 1 ^ I 

w:^ ^^vus m^ f̂ sT ^ I ^snsî  ^siwc^ (:wii 

t^^sfj f̂ sT, f̂ 3i\g vsî  if)5|7f ifT^AB^ 2f̂ i»r fer ^ I 

sffeti^ »<H,c«t?i sR:«fT f^wf»r »[P((;^ fe;c^?r 

xi?>\5 i:^^ ^^ cs f fWf^ ^̂ ĉ iw -nfe^, "iioyft 



^z^^ I iii9ij=ic\s ^sm ?n^ sfi^, s}?î , ^s!î , 5̂i5r va 

*t:;si; ^ ? ^ ^1^ w^ few a i m sr fe i fe i 

îl'̂ P ^ I C ^ ŝ=RI?I C^fni 'h^ ^t ^"^ <3 

^ ^5c^ nRii fsT 1 ^ ^ w t w 'ifim, u{%^ 

•ŝ ;;̂ ?!!?! 5};?^^ ^rR5ra l^i^ci ^ H C ^ ^rrsi^ c^«f 

(:£ff5TC®m ŝcrFSf •sffa^i, ^ob-ci ^0 *<iT>\o c ^ 



wf^ s ^w-'^^tw 

'^ U5ti'»n«f5i"ir 

w*r^i^<ti^y' sicifT %ra CCT'̂  K^T T̂RT "I^W ^f^u^ra, 

ŝriMT, ^ « T ^ l i w 5Tt I w r Ta^csr, -SIC® ^snc^ 

srivsT r̂a c ^ w t , jiksT imsT um W5 C^S^H ( : ^ W ^ 

'SToFs WSF(, lilt: • T S ^ T<1C<PC51, 7p«f]H CI>]<MCi c k ^ 

csGH ^[^iM CT«fiw ^m w c»nCT jftsn^ sj^st^ • 

5i'̂ F'̂ c<i<) s[\o ^?T, ^ n ^ c i c ^ ?ra ^'?'N5^ c^ntM 

v<ii\jsil'<i4\sra snoT ft^ '̂̂ Kvs ai«tn«f ^ ^ 

3TTSf ^ 1 U^ lOT, C ^ ¥R:1J C'^l^f'I^W^ra 

m:m MWM ?f7^, ^ ; R "sicvs >R;TSf n^sm 

^ ? f ; z ^ ^m\ cfcr c ^ ?̂:?f ^n^ ^ c i ^i:^ i 

- ^ S pi^-n'BTW ^8 Caf̂ tC^sf̂  ^SM^ n f s ^ , ^ 0 ^ 6 



^Wf^^^ 

^a^w ^siigf^ f^^^ i;5T5i7?ra 

c'T'̂ njiT " s ^ ^ ^ s^^f^ f i ^ i : ^ ! ^ 

sfTfik^ n o s sfii:^ ^sjT r^c^iyf 

(?|v»'IĈ  feo Fit JI^IC^ fer 

*r»«r w i ? 

CSffsTOsm ifd^ief •5>(ta^, ^ob-ft ^ 6 '' ^ i ;^ ^^ ®f^ 

8 , . 



m^i c^ 

^f^f?f •f̂ MiOT^ ^f<p utm ^ ^ w:^ ' ^ , 

^fvfi:^^ «fi^ w t ^ *!;;(:?[ ^ c ^ t^^^'n^si i 

eTTsTC5 Ĉ WT WPS m.-^ "^UCS. 

CD^-cc^ wc^rar wc^f ^1^:5 'sqsfi 

5»rtiW srsripro 

^ " ^ ^ ^^ Caf^IC®?^ ^ C ^ ^ l I S ^ , ^oy f t 



T. S. Eliot.(<)^ af^ SragffoT 

spfKsp̂ wTM sf^«n'(i«m!r 

It's impossible to say just what I mean] 

fŝ sfo ^ ! f i ^ ^ ^ i ^siT ^m I ?i:;?^«^ a M ^ O T f^c^- • • 
' s n ^ ^n?r, C^S^R ?:̂ R?n ^ ^ x s f^^^xs^ fesTwi I'^m-Q, 
^^ fes^T ĉ iCTT ^ ? ^ ^ w^'^ x n ^ t a ! 

^smnwi ^Tc^ sfwi c^'sf i:wf^ ^S^^T^M ^ S ^ T ^ R ^ W — 
\s\c§T 5Fc-"̂ T-«i;c5T ^im^r (:\»i:7f ^«?n^ W P ' F ^ ŝo^ f̂pf̂  

7i5Tf>fiffi\£i firra, ^T^ swn, W T : ; ^ i^X'^ ^ ^ ? n ^?r, 
OT^! î?f—>T5T;;'?'t:;¥ 1 1 1 ^ ^ fT»rTmf»r •'ic:^ ^ c ^ # 1 

?7it*n(:^, f̂HT * [ ;^ ^wi ^ i r o ^ ^ M lii^snsir ^ ^ B S T R f^M ^ w ^sn^! 

csffsTc^s^ ^K îW -nfa^, 'i'Ob'6 ^^ ^sn^i^n^ <i-i'^si1^ f(H 



2feil'S,>ll<ll SHCT, f̂̂ ^SffT ^%!^ i K ^ i 

^«i5, Sfl^i? snCT, siCT ??r, »n;sj; f^^i^^ ^ f sn^^ r i k^ ! 

' i i t^Ti^ ^ i ^ n ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^T T^'^ik^ mcM wni:«f ^j^m — 
^sm f ^ ^ 1 
? r R ^ 2f\sl'4M<) 5̂i%vS<r̂ , 5-i|Jv5CT<l ?f^ »R W'Cl5 C^t^ CSftS 

afvsWTi:^ u>nm 5w?r ^I^CT—VSTC^ W U «n^i ^ ^ T ! 

C f̂ffT C ,̂ OT«fT« ĈsTfiiTT '^^af:^ »W f ^ CT^- • • 

^^m:^ ^wjf\ '^'^'i^c<<i îR'̂ iM nsfC'jf ^K^ m-^wf^ Tin 
snf^ ?i;;wi <K^ um •^ro \si^ w^- • • 

%% uik «iib?^\s - s ^ n ? ^ ^e '^ i^ i ^SJ:? a f e s f ^ I 

m"^^^ fsfm^^^m ^ * f ^ ^ enc^ f̂TCffT-sfî ra;;̂  siK^wr, 
^•s^^M ^ ^ T o ^81 wro^ m ^ ?nc^ ^p^sww ^ ! 

^mu€\ ^ = 1 ^ % 5ni7 . ^ 1 / . itfi^f^^^ ^^^ 9 f ^ ^ ^c 



^ /̂ f^ 

sifi^'\s«n s^TMT'nsmir 

P ^ ^sfT 'sfTw '^s^wi ?T^?rra 

n^er^ '"^C^ C^3T CWra — 

^5[T f^, mum T5J(.-^, 

jTit ^«n ^Tw n;;f^ •nic^p 

^sri f̂ ,̂ f>iw c ^ 

^ ^ cBra, wf^ ^rwM 
j j t t ^s[T ^snw 

^SfT f^sT :^l\s CSRPlI^ 

j7[^ ^(2(1 ^snsr 

^I'Sl^ 5TK«f «fOT 1"^% 

cafTRTsf^TT ^?:ff(w ̂ f a ^ 5.S) ŝn fe 



^f(f^ ^ 

^fsf UK-^ \ sM^ fiR?T5 (:*CT, 

w^? 5 ^ '̂ "̂r differ c î'fe 
f^^^T ^5(s^ RpT ^ » 5 ^ ^Clf^ 

^c^f5 ŝM i£î ^ ̂ snk 
m'w ^"k fe^ f̂  fŵ  %r^ %i^ w?n 

^^R:^ c^n:^ ^ T M C^K? 3 ^ 
•sî ^ToCT^ ^0^ ^'sT 5̂fW 

'•( 

5̂iH %=T fe<?^?:i i^^iT ^':^RM\ 

^ i t mz^ wk UK-^^ 2ff^ =^*w I 

'̂ <ef*w 00 cgrf^rcvs?^ ^R3w -nlim, 'iiob-fi 



z^mM s f N c ^ sf^^^ 
u{'i^^ ^iTT -s î̂ iT ^ora I 

'Sfisrra ^515=0 w^ 
Wsm ^ W varans WM^ ^^{^ 

^,5ii\sM< ^ ^ ^'^ ŝfTisf 

# * # 

^c^ (:»R 5 ^ s i ; ^ TO^ ^k ^H"'\s f̂iar ? 

»!:;«[;; sni?]' ^ c $ z^ius ^^ ^ " ^ R I : ^ ^ 

s i ; ^ fitf»w m i s r i 

ŝi:̂  f^ f^sraiw^ lilt sq^ ? 

•Q<^ T ^ <RSsT C t̂C? 

T̂TE:s=r c-JK^ ^ T 1 ^ W^\ 

?:2ff7[c\b?'>f "^zmf "^rfwi, 'iioyft ®^ ^^m^ 



[^js^ii m:^ i t ^ ^-^IR; ^ ; f ^ ŝrrara-
mi"^ Urn's k?f^ ^ns^i:^! k^^'^ ^k ^f^^sifi^ 

^l|fl»IOT^ lilt H?R ^Wf R?ffiTI tc?[F^; lilt 
1̂ ?(W^ ^ « f ^ feoW m\ lilSK f^ i£l| K?fC^ 
2R;?ITSR1¥OT 'i'^(7*f« vsk ^ s i ^ ĵ c îf̂  feri 

'S,(.^K\ f R S f l ^ ji'iN:^''^ '!T;;sfi^ fesfiri 

fvsf̂  sfR ^ic^s^ h(y^ii 5f5^^ srmw 5̂051̂  
'Srl'iC'̂ y 'gB^i; ;^ ^ \ 5 ^ ^s^c^ •'^[tfi ^ 

Zfsî r Sfî OT 1%f̂  f ^ 5 ^ escapist i^<^ ^Z^W^ 

^sw^W; ^ i t ^ i * ^ sfl-^^ <:«[ĉ  'l i:^ ^ 'Sii^ 

1 ^ ^?[ra^S"v5^ lilt f^?R wc'̂ f M ^ ^1*5^ 

^"MM SISSfĴ 8 5 1 ^ ^ , OTt^rfC^'^ Sr»5T ^ ^ ^ I C ^ I 

M^T i:^'«K^ lilt U^«M m^] f i f^ 'srfe 3iTswr 

fvsfiiT ^J i ^C^ l i l t C^fHr ^̂ Fvs^ CSIĈ  %a m<i 

liic^ fi<3?n Jira i^ I ^pvsc^ sî sfit (ill s?*5f I lilt 

^itf fe?rf51] 

Ĵ SrST 0^ (:2ff-»i(.̂ T'->i <>c<iis? - t f a ^ , 'iiOb'iJ 



^WfW^ 

^e^Hlzpra' PM«T 

^ ^ f^ra m»f ^c<i »̂ra€̂ ŝ  i'̂ ifw'T 'Sfî -jfi?! 

WIW l̂ ^«^^S 5̂[MTn 5 ^ I 

^ I w r a ^^?IJ w»fk ^K ŝiH î̂ sfT̂  ^ i ^ 

nc^sc^i ^cHc-^ f̂ ^̂ n'T f̂!?ĝ  ^cwi ^msrw •'̂vHfiST 

5r6?n w(<[ sqc^ *r;;5T=Ti5Ti 51M,<II<I, ^isrliiisw, 

SfJTal̂ fij Wi^ fef^ S[15[l?[ ^;?«7 ^ ; i t sn^i^i^ I 

^N srra:^ ^«f;:^ snem srrar ^w^ ^ , ^^Ji ft^ 

i ; t ^^ ^—^iTsre^i f w Jisfĵ  5JHM ^^TiM ?;;t 

mz'^ STRK̂ HJ?, 5̂fTi ^ n csfc^ sfraM ^ T ; : ^ ^^^ 

ztfmus'i^ ^-zmt "silw '̂ ob'f̂ - 0 0 

5^VK;5^, ^R;VM ^ ; C ^ T̂«fn;i:sT V£1#T f̂ t̂̂  c^«f 

cijm fe?i vsiw »i;7?n ^c»5 sn t f e ^w^ ^STK^ 

w f e ^ c ^ ;̂;feT ^sj^ ^hm w<3?n ^sj^^f ^c^?:^^ 1 

vara 5fC^ ^T^'"m ^ 5 ^ fsej^ «[W, f^^flTl̂ ^feCvs 

ĉ r Q̂iT vsk ^% ^'^ f*t̂ 5ra w c o i£ii;ffCT 'S\c^{^^ 1 

vfl^:; 5̂[TC5î  fvs'm « [^ c-̂ c îc^^ «<n^ (:?fĉ  5'-

Sfl?['?fl?[ SIM t^5^ ^̂51:5 ''R^ fff̂  T̂Rixs l:<Ĉ W-

^n?\s PT îCT ÔT ̂ ^ f*m?f ^ i c ^ m:^ 1 

(7r«(R^TI 11=^ ŝnsiT^ S?HT f ^ l 5 1 ^ 

sf<̂Mf:=̂^ 5[so fe 9n;;?[ f̂§T gi'^sra ^'sntsT iw:^ 

15̂ ? ^ fer l i i ^ i « ^ ^yw 1 r:^(^j^ SOM^ 

iTT 5 ^ 1^ sf^wr^isr m 1 1 ^ ^^F\DT s^m ' i ^ 



sncsra i5^ ii^fM cs?ww ^ w 51^ fer C^TJ^I 

v^'mm »raMr CT<TC^ C ^ I ^ C ^ WT^ ^5R;;^I«I 

ig^^TCM sfcjnt *ra1?:M ^i^ sfî f;?«[(:?[ C^^ST srisn^ 

'^iM^ fe;¥ 5?nj 5̂[pK\o on̂ fcoTTi vî î ^d '̂' 

u ^ w f ĵiî i ^fffi <p<̂ (rfii); sn«n?r ^^ c«TC?f ? n ^ 

^5wra (:5CT ^ c w 5J5 tf^^ o^i:?! "w^^ 

^<fM CWM&R C't^Ki'W ^ '^^K^ SRI UGI 

I'm I ^ T ^ w ifl#T fff^T ^icw^ ®r.?r Rt«f ^c?!^-
'SR (:^n^ fer ^;^?r iwpfTc^x^i w i ^ n ^ ' S ^ 

csrra f j o ificoT ?" ŝnfsT <i<!isiiii ^5fj 5:j?if5 ^n^fus i 

felt csra ^ ŜTRiPf ^ ^5:^M?" \o«R "s^fk 

^snsn? s(7$i '̂vDi ^iwi^JTC^ ^5T ^c?r w?\ 

l l^ICs^J^ I ̂ f s f C»TJ^ t ^ ^sTCs^JT W , fvD^TSfJT W ^ -

mM sfW3 ^9(^;^ w* '^ ^HK\5 ^j:^ ifl̂ N t*R5ra .̂̂  

7 R ^ ^ ^ ' ? R ^ ^^C^ 51^1 ^ f ^ f»f^K:^ 

5:'=T; f'TCSf'''̂ -'t='P '̂5n W^HT CSK ,̂ ^ifsTW f w R I 

^ 'T^t: ^5 f r e^ W!7=m V I I H ^ N , ^^fmci^ 
'TCM f w 5T^-f* i4 iwi i SRI w;' 5^sng f f s n 

^CTT^^ ^•sioiw I s fRTnm^ PTTa' •^sf ̂ f i ^ 

i ^ l ^ f ^ s ^ snCT <P<1s1|5I, CT^^flCT C ^ ^ , f f ^ « fFR^ 

W^c?r fei?:^Fra w ^ - ¥ ? r j ^ i^if^o "smc^ sn^w 
J ^ WIC^MTWr sriCT^ fes ^sflCT I 3T^ <5(."TI<5»\s 

f'Wf? ^qf^Jn 5 ^ in; 1 % ^ mm^ ^ M ^snc^ »q«r; 

i5#T ^l^i i fsl, -G^ felt ÎSJTT 55W I f l j ^ - f^"^ 

¥l5i;<3 ^TRTl 7fC«?f pT fM l ^ ^ '^^r^ ^sfTi:^ 

•n sTT^s^ 08 csffTTCvsl^ (̂̂ ffTsf •n fg^ , ^01/6 



'sm<[ csCT sira If;;' f̂ ^ ^:j:<\, f '̂̂  ŝnsn'S' [̂MiiT 

^ IC^ S]\5^ \Sl^ 5̂Cg IftlW ^3t«W 15̂ ° t̂ S*^W-

SMTJTf i : ^ «t^ JTI ^ >il̂ ^ ^ ^ f^ i^ 

xpw w^ ^N f^ra 5T^^i f^5^ ^ifsf ^it?;wf 

4 ^ ^ I ŜtTSM "SIM ^ ^ K ^ l ^5lv^^»Ttw '̂ '̂ "f 

srsi: ^T^cwr ^ci^ ^K^ Wa' 5 3 i t t l w ^nf^i 

(:̂ <f ^N$T c<[T*f ^ îrfsr ft^ s n j ^ f^T ŝi :̂;̂ fi:̂  

•TT ̂ ncrr , *pit JTT ^i:^ f̂ r̂a 5 :̂1 fft̂ s?:̂  ^ t = w ' 

^WQ ^Wi Wil^ <R'Tfv51 ŜfliSIiSi fefffT ^ ^ ^1^ 

^ i : ^ w^c^ ^?r fjii lii^ fsif^ lii^Mi^ csrc^ 

(i-̂ TOĴ  1^# ff;;?p< 5j«?rr ^ m ^ ^nw u^^iM, 
a(7§ ^5111 JTrai S[;;C^ «7T?R;2!T; f^-'̂  v s ^ ^ ^ ? s r 

n i w JIT I vsî  OT f̂KW Solemn I ^isrra HCT ^•^ 

'^mj\ f ^ ^vs WW f^?r csfcsf srivs f̂ fwcif 

\si^M I \s<[?f ŝfjsrî  5[CT ^ 5yr c'T ^^TRI^ 1 W ^ 

•^ ' y ' ; ^ra«( TtiTPf̂  s W i : ^ ^ ^ 1 w vsT^I?f I ^ ? S [ 

f ^ CT5; ^^sr ^i^5j5sT vsi^ ^ i : ^ tfffeci ^ 5 wc^f 

^ ^ ŜIHIW f ¥ ^ PTCoTT I Csn^ WOS^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ra ^ra z'nc^ ^ifsf vera *ra ta i l i i ^ ^<H c^icn^ 

"mw^ R : ^ ĉ tcsT <M5i,(;«i» l i i ^ C^T fe?r ^c'^n^ 

M ^ PTC^ ̂ W^m 1 xsl^'ra CT ^ c ^ iu JM^ vol? 

TO^ \sif î:?r ufi'^ fe?vD ^fj'i^c^ ^ s n ^ ^ci 

^ti^m ^ c ^ i ifi^^ ^ ^ fe^ \si5 sn;«f c«rc^ 

^<3?nsf c îiioT—'̂ - î-^T' I ^]U ^K^ c t o 
^1(7^ U(M C^WI Ĉ »f ^\£^ef 'TCI ^cH si;^ 

cs[c^ >£i#; lii^i^ ^«[r v,i5wi I f^^ PT 'TT\̂ rrf̂ ^ 

5 ^ ŝra c ^ ^ c w '̂ •'̂ r c ^ c ^ I ^ I 

fe^sRT ^ ? : ^ I ŝfTsin 7R5pf ŝfT »i;;;w fsrfs^i^ ' 

n̂®f 'srra c ^ ^ f 'wii ^?r, *f;i*f;; ^ ^ t 'wi^ ^c^ 1 

5[ i^ sf«5isr§T asfCT f^i^ c¥^^ , ^ ra"^ 

fe^ iflf^O ^ ' IC^ 8[R5Ĉ I 

Tl^im^T^ ' i r a ŜTTOT SfiCT? 1 k ^ <^'m ^^m\ 

csff^ni^fTf ^ j o w "STta^, ^oi/ci 06 •^CT^B^ 



W;s?^K^ f;st?f ^TR:^:^; 7|^5;j?i z^'m^ a j l^^ ^sfisni 

^nsrar f ^ o SJTFH ^^n^ f ^? ; ; ^^ ' r a t ^ t ^ 

'iw^k ft;?^^ s^<f^ MW{M<\ snsn f w i ^ 1 ^ ^ i 

^Sf% ilT^ST lilii'R:? ^SPf 7I5R[ -QIT^ fe^^j 

(̂5TC?f ^^TC^ t ^ W ^ * t 7 f ^ "^^^fT C'^l l 

f i ^ t c^^ f f^ fc^ w«(5r ^5^ ont^ c«c«^l 

f^5;;^«( i c ^ '^Ri iii?:«TT ^ fs f ?fT ^ M f ^ \sTt ft^;; 

9f5n«^ ©^ csff^rost^ ^5TW nfs^r ^ob^ft 



'^tfw^' s ^^mm 

^ T r a ^ wi^ 

u\ '^'i^^K<^ w^n^OT lii^f^ f^s»R \»M^i 

^nf^?¥t (i!̂ ^ f^i^^i;^ ^srfe^^r, ^siwi^^ ^'^K 

m^ T^'^ M i ^ t 2f5̂ C«̂  ^iff^CT^I ^Ob' 

^^fra^s 5j3r f̂fT, (T^i w ^i5T 'srfsfra f=T(:w'̂  

f̂lTO is^- X'^ ^Ci ^ , ŝTl 3TC«̂  J : ^ ^ iil^$I 

^'ra <3Ci (7[^ ^sn'fF ^?fTefl...CT^ fsff^^:?:^--

f^irwi sicsfT ^ ^ ^ 5 c^isTi^ s n ^ ^ n?:^ 

Vim nW?!!' »f,5aT?I ! « ' ^?[, \sl i£i^T'\s^ttTC^ ^^^-

^•i(-\ •^ ^^miw^t^ i*^ ŝiT -^s^ I'SLm Jfsf's 

^ ^ sc^ t ^ i i ^ n ' s n ? ^ ' I wm'^rjB, snt̂ R"} 

(:< r̂af̂ ?r fjj^^^jw^ f̂̂ ^ f̂m ^T»finf»f̂ T 

c^iCTft^t ^ ^ f̂ ît:̂  sfî iMTC .̂ - i i^ 7[^ ^'ci 

<3Sd fill '=i;;f£raw îc=iic<i(:̂ ^ m TP^ ^ r i 

CSff̂ lCSfiTf ^^ofSf •sifa^I, 'iiCb'6 01 snt^^s %sra;'ê T?R 



9 1 ; ; ^ I 5)lCef5<=1M tsirai ^ / ^ Sanskrit 

Buddhist Literature of Nepal gfrs[fî  ^ ^ SRC*^ 

'INSR; -^C^i^H vara ^a^tl^ ^ i « l f •51W?fT ^?r ^ t^-

^y fe Ŝ f ^ » ^ « l 5 ^ <)<)1'!3>i'TW T ^ l l W Sf'«(?l»? 

" ( ^ S M I ^ M '^q:^ ^w^ i?TnM cs[(:̂  ^t^f vi-

'5)Tf==Rt 5?^^ «̂?rTW ^ C ^ ^^'f V^K»vs,4-

?R?ra l i i ^ w n;Ti«'t >i>iH,<iiH 2mf»t^ ^'ra 

f^rai l I i s i sfOT E. Senart ; ^ 5̂R;;̂ iTff-̂  ^ % 

vs^C^fW n?5^T?r ^•^S^s 5:f̂ iTr̂  »fFa1 "C^H 

Wi^ W"'%¥ f ^ f^»^ Sf^ra vssil 2f^I*[ ^Cl̂ T i 

'»iRi<5*̂ <iî CT' snf^ ' i^ "Ti^^c-sfi ^\s5Pi M n -

^ ^ fitf5T% ŝ ŝ nfiJ w\\>f] ^"miz^] "^fm^s 

^c^ CT^ ̂ ^^ ^RT ^•'wra SfMtR •!T;;S?T ^ \ S I 

<î iin<!i) 7[-c»[Tfwsi ^co^ ŝra' ^ w 5:s7 s n f o ^ i s 

f : ^ ^Sp5, -̂sioT̂  ^ f ^ i l l ^ <3 ^*5?f^ I?r i IP5fi°;-

J i " ^ ^ ôra '̂ ,.<)'̂ <:'ii^ ^2}^»fe >r°^ra^ ^n 

sfifaRl c^'fOT OT^tR i i ^ ^ ^ ' n ' a ^*n?R ^ A 

s n t ^ l k<»f%^5^ f*roTfw^ ii^s^'n;;^ ^p^-sicf 

(̂Tf»f ^-^ ' iTt %% ^^«rait sriTff?^ c'l^MTC^^ 
^ w r a l I ^ H i ^ ^?ti:^ \D«R n ^ ' T ^ ^ N ^ N ; ; ^ I 

^jsfii ^wra m^i >iiiM\c«iic<i Tif̂  WRR;=^ 

IM'rar vsTĈ  W ff"v5^ f^sfi^ ^ ? i ^ , iTi vaT CSR?? 

fes s p ^ i Wi^'m ^fiwft^ 'H^ sfiT^rra. 

5^^ ^^^ £refsr« ^ i k ^ ^H^iiral snf^wl^ 

srifspffs ^^si;;%511H Ob- i:2f?3TC »̂7f ^^(^[^ -sifefT, ^Ob-ti 



stlfffTTft f^vC^T Sf?I«n^ ^5^^ I f ^ i v j 's[^[<)t.^j<HTi;^^' 

^ T I ^ I I : ^ liî s 'T ĉsfR l ^ i j j w j^H i Tf-gir 

7i?7fN' WTC^ 2 P ^ , \s«Fr r)<t̂ rlT^5^5 (:<lt'Sf̂ «I 

^^s^^ I ^iSpgsTCsT^ «Rra S "The converts 
regarded Malini as the saviour of their 

souls." snfsTjfte^ upE "^ui ?:#5f-3Mn f^srw 

<I»<IC51H I t ^ ^ ^ f w ^ ^CT»fI S f J ^ ^ T I i l t ^ ^ ' 

f l ^ ' T l W C ^ ^ -sisTra^ 4<1(1=14, ^ ^ m ^ i ? ^ S!7§5 

•iî i<]v̂ <iv,i(;H<i' ^ ' n r ' f i f l t ^ i srrfffRk 

n k « f 1 % 7IS^S;f l£l«fTCT ^5fra f ^ 5 ^ ^ s ^ ^ f ^ l 

" r i ' ^ si^»r?i 5̂H»n ®nf̂ ;:?R:5^ f:?, ^HTPII" ^ ^ K ^ 

>al: c^jf ^'^niCT^ ^mffTfi ^ ^ ^ ! ^nw:^ 

f^^ "TT^^vsr umw Kcsfk" srfeiff^ ^sf̂ ^^ ĵ 1 

>iiiM\s' ^M«iwi 5nToiHl<t T'i<î i>iwi ?if^ ^ • ^ ' i ' 

sr;;;:̂  CTRT Êims "bRT^«f ^ ^a^ /?^ :?^ : ^ 

f ^ E i ^ " 1 m^sl i ^»n^ ^»ftf^ s[M«fi-̂ 5]-i(:̂ ĈT 

f^Cgl^ ^M'TCW ^«CT^ ^ f i i w ^^raf^sTI 

iw'iw^l^ ^sTSf •nllRJT, 'i>Ob'(i 0 ^ T l f ^ S • ^ , M > I ' 0 1 ) 1 ? ^ 



^ i ^ f f1%\s ^ ^ 1 ^iT^^^cTCf ^SRioftf^^ 

mh^ ^jM^ I ^s(^ ^ ^ 5 ^ tarn W7*nt 4(i?i4Ti5 
' [ " s^ ' r a ' r a t ^Cei"?! "̂ fjef ^l»n^ f5̂ \sC<I f i ? ^ ^ ^ 

?{:?K5^ I lilt fw¥ ffra ^ ^ ŝ Kvs 'nc^ w 5RJ-

'strfswl^' CT'snCTt »n;^i ^ * f i ^^^tra f^^fc^ 

a^«^<3 ^"si^T i f w 5 ¥ 5T:?n:51 ^^ww- ^i^nc^ra 

i:#=jfiCT" liiw^s f^^^pi'l sjj^f^'ff ^«n 5M ^11 

f<F*^ <l<ll'!aH1(:8ra 'snfsT^' ŝiJOTt Sl^f-C^'^sf^ 

f^ SfiSf I £f?l^ Sf(75f CTf 'aCvoĴ F ^ S ^ ' C^f^^l I 

ŝrra c ^ i 5 ^ ^^=^r^^ ><il<i>i<i ^c^ A|î 5% sfpsfvs 

^sni? sp5f csfc^ spsn^vs^ ^R5siH nt^^vs^ w ^ r ^ 
^5H b?<i(:a<i Jfî s'̂ ivs M'lwi "i^^f^vs^ J 5 ^ I w l ^ -

" N ^ ^ ^if^^^T^ ^ T ^rrai ^ ^ ^«nsr sjw^ 

^^t ^^^ ^ ii^ i;;^ I asn:5ft CT ̂ i^c^il^si \SR[ 

515T5\s ^Bfiraif̂ ivs "fi'alTr sKSf'̂  ^ * R CSR:^ SJ;^ 5X?1 

?n^ ^ffT, ^ 1 ^ 5̂fTC?lt ' s i^l^ '^^W^^' Z^K\ 

aT^f^T' ('Saviour of soul') TQ^-^ gflwivs 

^T^ ^ ^ ^ ? r 5̂fTf̂  iiiTo-i'jl-^a^r ^^crsj^s ^\s] i 
sirfswli ^ ;«fN^ ^sp^cg^ ^ ; ; S J ? ^ T O : ^ m^ 

W t ^ ^ ^ s i ^ ̂ a C M ^T(:5 srrfsW^S 'Saviour • 

of soul' I 

^5fTCsTlW?ftT 'snfsWl-g ^ s f v3 ^ ^ ^ k e r n e l 

^*W\»f ;̂ isTCsTT5̂  'sni^^^'c^ Mvsi'vst t ? : ^ ~s 
!:#<-5ii;5r% ,(\^^ '^^^'^r^ JTTO^ i j n f^Fi^ 

f̂ ;̂̂  ^ ^ \ s n o ^ f̂  ^i:«Tt c * R a ^ ^ f^arf^^s^ 
f^wxfi ^^^ift^ ^mM.^\ wc^^ ôTT ^eies 

s n f ^ : •^^WT^niTR 8 0 i:£ff7R:̂ 5f*3T l̂iSTW '[ iwT, 'i>0b'6 



w ^ ^ E : ^ , ^'^C'T, w?f ^ c ^ >i;̂ -̂ 5iT»rT, 

gfWPfgfsrm 5<BoT^; fe^ SOT 

??rf§ ' ^ ^ " f e ^ 3T5[T»̂  ^ ^ lii^f^snii ^m ^i>iw 

' a f f ^ I Sff^cCTTC^fl' f ^ m T i f ^ >lslH>l1<tl: OTPT^ I 

j^fi^cAs ^ - ^ ^ 1 % 5:f;?[|: ^ ^ i ^ \ s i f n?fii;?i 

iflOT^i^ 'STCw ^n;?! sri^j 5 ^ =TTI ^ S ^ \sf5TC?r 

Pf'̂ rjsT snfs^Hl Ff^ila^ i|H>i?<l<l'5T7ra i f l ^ Ti;;^ 

l̂ui'̂ if̂ g'TC^ t ^ w i ^ '^5^;;ffff 5n:«[^ ^ ' T ^ >S 

ZW:K^ 19^?^ 51^1^ 7 [ ^ ^ j 0 ^ s p s l ^ I wisf^ £f8W 

f^^^iiij if7«iT ^ £ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ v s snfoT^I^ 'Sr1<1W<1 ^ i l ^ l ^ 

caf̂ RivsfsTf ^jc^rsf nfe^i , 'i>oi/<i 8:» 

^?T^ , if^Jf 'Bufsr, ^nt? c^l^ C5T:'*I ; 

^I 'h^rJ ' i^i:^ '35'5'ir'=5r?r sfi^raert ^i^j'tb^^:? 

^'J^ Wra^ ' I ^ ^ ^ C^ f f j - f ^ l ^ 5T[^ f sT-

SR;'^ ^ I : ^ ? ' ; f^^ ^ i ' R 'srr^rra ^z^ v£"\g\s ̂ i?f 

-Q:^ f̂T ^̂ĈT lilt ^ ^ % 5̂T1 ̂ T ^ ' • 5 ^ ^ I C^^ 

^ r a ^ ^ I 1 % ^ ^ s r viiff <ij<n<ii(:<i 

sf^\a ^ 1 ^ ^ ^snfe vEif^i:^ ^BTwi?:̂ ! 

1k«w lilt ffW]^^ ^::aTr*"v5i:^ ' S I ^ T ^ S R ' 

^ W R - ' T ^ j ^ ^ ^i'^ ^ "^i^ snfoTTft sn^rN^ 

Z^VM^i C'^sjifr iSfHHlc^ ^̂ JffRiWS 



^z^, z^us w sfT — ^^rn ^fsr ^ ŝnw, 
r̂fi?: ¥rsR;^r 

SfCT n̂sf JM <3t vs^ ^'IM lim 

•̂sTsT̂ sf ^^rac^s "»f;5i!\s;^ sfcio t i^f^T^n:^ TPST^T 

f^fssjvs i f j ^ ^^C^f (ISflT'̂ 'iTlIIsTl̂ f̂.fŝ o ^sn^itf-

^i^fsRl' tai:^ sicifT ?̂;?r ̂  'i:5i^j1«R^"w ^ 

tiî «n7[ 5i^w:;"ra ^??^5M^^ - ^ T ^ R I ^ "^^m^ 

U-jm, ^.?f; Ttfc?[ ^ ^ ^ i i M , > f i j ^ sri'Ttcvs w^-

f ^ ^ j ^ . T >tfevs snfeji^ ^ ^ !:^t^w^i:^ SITS 

^•^ ? CSfsr I 'Beauty is lover 's g^fI' i ' j f ^ v s i gffvs-

;:£R;5f̂  ^5[K=7I ^f5Ti:?[ fe^nif i "jTit^w^^ -Q COT" 

sfcm la^ ^^^ ^'^''^'.i:^ ^-s^'Sf ^ [ i t srifpR^ 

5[̂ s tqs^f ;;<,'2(T ^snr:^ ^f^iisi^ ' m ^ 

STiffR^S 't^^i^^^slil^lH 8^ c£ff7R:v5fs7[ ^ j s f ^ ^ f jT^ , i o y 6 



Imfi^ c^iiap^^ ^•mz'^k TR'sfsw ^F»,f5j\s i -^^j;:^ 

^ ^s^fvs^ ' f I CT sfsî  vara ^ ^ ^ NsX^t ' ^ i ' l ^ 

sm^vs -si^fsi^^ sni:^!... 

^1? r tf^i^ff]^ ^^PI^^T; ;^ f ^ f v s f ^ i snt^R^:^ 

?«", i2iiM SOT% ^f'̂ asr sfi ^ « i t ^ w.'^m\>>^ 

Wi ŝ Gf ^mu^% "^JTH wj^ sRSfi «K;5I% csRi'ft 

W5^?^^ "m^i f̂ isf'̂ r W^'^-!^ 5;j?r ^^^ t ^ 

tsial^;:^ -̂s-jq t^ £(̂ :it[ ^iirs ^ r a ^ ^ c i ^ i.... 

^ci "^u^^ 'S[^ ^%\^- ^-^^ a^w ^i^ nrcii" 

...fsfstjr '!o^ s^^'msi, 

\ms[ v^v=f^ v^x<^-^\ s-Tst̂ nsr 

ĈK̂TI ̂ ' ^ WKĴ I »f;C ,̂ ^ \ s ^ V̂f",t 
W r o ^ 5î»fE;?r I... 

la srs^tilsn;:^ "s^wm ^< 

C'fi:?!?̂  C?̂ \oI C5M I 
lilt sni^^csi'^t v^ nkffe csRsni ifcsi' g 

...^ISr ^ fs f ^f\5aiif5 

^' tsn^, ^ ^ ? i ^ ĉvsT ^;5R5it51 

'^m^ C^vsT ^o^, "tTL^S^ Xy[^\ ^^WH !Tr^^ J ^ ' 

^*(T«f ^sRT tw5^ sriCTi ^sri?; 5 ; w ^ 5vs?;?r 

^^^.?:«f ^•!:^ ^^I '^B^sn casri:^i7T '^•^ 

^c^c^i ^ ; f e eficM ^ ^ " ^ ^^^5^91^ î  

"^TM^x siifŝ Tii:̂  ffi¥i ^i:^ ^I'a?! ^^?:ws 

^ 5 1 ^ I 

^at '^s i l^ ^'fsfT' t^t^ra a^s^^' 5 . ^ ŝrra C^TCTT 

csf l^ f iT f ^i j f f i^ 'ife^T^ ^ o y a 80 snTsRl's n;:w;%n?H 



^ s [ PR ?:?fc;s nrk, wki PR snl^ 

\sra SfHT I ^ $ ^ W^'^ f^V^ T<IChl*.'f̂ '̂  <M(.^, 

5nf«i^ sfl^j^^ii:^ lilt ^sf ' t ^a^ ' f i -^ 'T^^ 
^"^fjivs ^?r ^ c w i snt^i^^ Tf̂ Tin vsiT(:'?f?r 
Tf^^^f jsfj^ f T ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ k ^ f f i ^i ' i \sf<i^ f -n^ 

^ \sl«^ ^ - s^ r l l ^ s n i ^ D ! ^ « k w 5 ^ ^^8^=71 

Tjspŝ  sfWT \Dii ^feir ^ ^ — 
liif̂  ^ fei M:^ ! 

^'m.^ w^ ^^f55i^ ^ ^ sr;:̂  5X̂  ^ s 

^snfe tsfT^ iSfx̂ T ^ — c ^ t ^ 8̂?:̂  f ^ , 

^f?: snf̂  c^err J^C^ ^ ^ I I ^IH ^ 

lilt ifl^l^'Sfl^Isi W^'^ '̂ SfTT OT^^tOra'^ii 

^ • ' w g 'n^:^ PR • ' ^ tf:f^'!iT^ 

^ i:^^ ^5j; 57̂ ?̂ ST̂ â c;!; ^j:^ 

Tqfa^?^ iw.^ suTat snfô jfi 3=igî w '̂̂  
^ 1 %^ ccK^ -nr̂ sm' JT îfw-i '^efsv^ 

'•^iisj^ ^STKeTT'li.'i snfs^ifk ^U^*\] ^z 

J'oTsra ^sr^s^ 5 ^ 1 

c»f^^vB snfsTTrhf fb̂ si4rc»r ^ n ^ n te^Fisn-

? ^ ^is?n ^ , ^;;^ r̂m, ŝra 

\ o ^ i ^ -̂jxD OT^ Jfit ^ ^ I 

CT ^(isTii:̂  t̂v5?nf5 f^»^*nc^ f«T^ — 
ĉ m wi (î eiT JR", PiefT cm???R:, 

>f|5Rf̂  j ^ s i ^^ :^ irf^\o^ snfffR^ s r ^ ' 

^fiWf\i ^^^m'^ 88 CSffs^'Tf ?R:5[SF 'S'ffa^, ^ c l 



7i;T:̂ "ifi;?ra T J ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^^n^-n^n^M sfsw ^«?p^ 

f^*^3S5ii sfsf snfoRt3 "^^^5^ ^ ^ s f 5 ^ ^ c k ^ s 

l i l^ ^eiT ^ ŝfKW 5 ^ ^ ^ srfl 

l^'S^Sf ^?:^J5^g "To gain religion within is 

man's great lifelong adventure. In the 

extremity of suffering nnust it be born ; on his 

life-blood it must live." ^^ T^I^SH^ STSI^ 

inSP̂ ŝSr, CT ^:siH ^SfMTl f:i*^17f 

CT^ <j5f% sfiT]^ VB;C^ '^^f'!^"'5 ^ f e n f^w ^ ' p s j 

Ĉ  C^ vara ^ • 'W 2f^\s^ WlU ^Sp^l^H ^^;;5t5^ 

f ^5 fe% ^j-ij^i^id^ I ^\k^ ^*^aW 'i|?.l<!ief, WWI 

sjjt^'vs 5(:?r -s îivs?;!; T I^OTC^ S I ; ^ ^J^ 7\X^ 

^T< î?[* sfw^c^ ^t^sa^ ^r^ ^ ^ « w i ^ '<; :^ 

5; I Signal i^lT vjSf,i|tTlM^ ^K^«na*?[ ' 5 ^ -

0 I "The concept of the Pratyeka-Buddhas 
is found to have developed to ? great extent 
during the period represented by the Maha-
vastu-avadana. These are self-controlled 
and self-possessed ascetics who attain enli­
ghtenment without proclaiming it to the 

CSff^tS îTf ^oTSr -t^fo^, ^Ob-ft 86 snfsRis ^.Hi|'=il|i|'J 



world. In Buddhist dogmatics the Pratyeka-
Buddhas attain enlightenment for themselves 
and by themselves without the aid of any 
teacher and they do not even propose to act 
as teachers to others." 

8 I "She was named 'Malini'—literally one 
cro^vned with a chaplet of jewels." 

—^SCtRI 

& I <«^l'b'̂ i«r 'snfsi^l^' c-nW't^ ^ ? 5 7 I 1 J '̂ i^t^-
^fk^ «nwt ^^^ P R UI ^ 0 0 6 sTĈ T C5i«n ixi^?$ 

i^ 51^-^^ ^^ ^.m, f^-=^ CT 555ra ?i5R (i^iwr ^ i m 

1!) I ^|=T^l3 '^'JMm' <MM)< q^ 5I;̂ ?f)?p ^?:rSTI 

q I 5^^! s Collected Poems and Plays of 
Tagore. 

'few'I ^ifs^lsTT cs(X^ Kf<;5rt5fT<r ^i'sw fe^s^rij^ 
«ni:?f « t e T=2PiTr?^ ^sc^ '?gw^' o n ^ \sT?r sm'i 

^01 c^oTî iij ^ I^^Tsf asra Ti^j^ra ^ i : ^ 'sĵ f' 
Sfjisra 'S<?7ii:̂  fij^' a???< 1 ^ n ^ Sadhana (^,ji^o), 
Religion of Man (i^oii), 'sjpy.^ sfij'' (^^0©) 
2r??\s SR?«r P'=^T^t§ ^ 1 * M a r 5Pisr«:t^ ^ ^?*!^ 

Ji!:«^ JTH ĵ̂ ^ 'sl: ^?c*ra ^ s t ? ^ 'nif;»(T i ^ x ^ ma^ 

stiff 5t^® «RT^i«^ sirsff a';:iTg ^z:^,^ § n i cacsi^ 

^61 '^^^ P t i ^ ' a^V«ra ' a ' t , tm^, b^b-b-

W r o f̂ fj?! ^jT'W s«:5]% ^JlffTWr £Prc«'Jt ^ ^ ' f X 

OTTfl 

srifffpfig ^5i; ; '?rn?;^ 81b CSftW^TT ^7:5^ ^5<R, ^01/4 



^sirre 5?^¥ 

^ ? i F 2 n ^ ' « ^si^f..,....' î:sT ?n^ si^, vsi^ 

£f5CT ;^Tf3i^:^<B^ ia^° ^ira CdT;;'̂ ! ^tfffi:^ I^^TT 

^nrsTIFTT; ^5^5%^, "W"^ ^i:^^\ t °^^fe t ^ r f 

»fesr I w<\ \Di^ sn:?}! J^^H C ^ ^ ^;K:^M;I5 WR 

^ i ^ l ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ \sefT C=^Wn?^'51 f ^ i^sff^ 'S^ 

^wfi "^ihw f̂ :̂̂  ^ f ^ i ^va i i z^"^ 'rsh'c^ ^ 

CSffj^sm ĉsTSf '^fa^i, ^«b'6 sq 

I^Mi^Cif^ sps^Pf ^^TiprOS ^f^5?[,^ ^I^?JC5^ 

^ ? ) (:'(*fi5T;fs7:'o cwra - J ^ , vsi^^ £ f? \s-<;^ ' fgs^rr 

^ ^ W;zS ^fef^sT I vsTs'̂ H ^il\sW ^KW^ ^\sT 

fe^\s ?.(,iic%, \SE;V5Î  ^ ^ sjMS. =^<ra ia^\ ^a^ 

m^ ^m^i '^^ z^ f*RMW ^w:^ vm^ 

^ i : ^ ^rar ^ : t ^ sf(:=̂  T^\5T WWS I ^gt 'isnî vo 
% '^ w c ^ l ^srar 711^ TfgfT ^^cvs w|sT I 7 [ i ^ 

lilt 5T??T cejc^ spsr fiM ?ntf;?̂ *^T7r JJT -ST^VST 

^ n r ^ ^'\W^ i£it^^5Ts 7ii5?T 'iisir ^ ^ T I WOT 

file:///sefT


WT ho\C^ I ÊTTŴ  oWT ̂ ^ C ^ , R ^Tii'Sf̂  

i;;^ ^ i^rm 5?:i spsr fw r̂ ^f^^srai ^a^w:^^, 

mm<i \51^ Z^im 5 ^ (5^, ^Tl̂  iflsT, ^W lilsT; lilSR f^ 

c ^ 5 8[m?i iii5ilTf (£1^ ^f^nTft ^ i i f i i spsf I arar-

ŝn^ 7iK5^f>o^ CT^ ̂ sT^ff WQ:'^ ̂ '^WS mm 

><lTb'\si^ 'R '» f% fJTC^lf^^s 2Ri;%, ^Sivsig^ f » [ t ^ ^ 

ciC^Ji:^ I >̂<i1<t>i<i !̂:?r wi^ mt, '^t ^X^ «rroijT 

7[<5ftv51 f̂WlSTT̂ T ^ ' ^ ^ Jt'CS^ CefC^sj;^! 

C51T:̂ (:5i ^ W i M t^^s^PT lilWI f^M JT5[I \5T̂  

(caste-society) ^'^sW Wm ^'l'^ IW.'^1^\ iil?[̂  

f*ff^5^ ^'snm m^ horizontal ^i^ijsjT, vertical 

wr^^'^'^ f(:sTi4i»ii>s? ^ ' ^ ^f'fpa) (iit pf:;̂  TO^II 

! : ^ i f̂nnraijT i n ^ ^^fC'iMi t^f^f^sc^ ^^sfit-s^s 

Tf]!;?;̂  "ITR ^5IT?r C 5 5 ] ^ SfsW "STF̂ Rxs *^^ 

westernized ^^5- x ^ ^ ^ j ^ , ^ , ^ g j ^ t ^ ^ J^JJ^CT 

C^T^ ^sslW^^n*^! ^OT f?[—industrialization xj;^ 

Z^^ ^ E \ s »f;;i; ^ r f , \sl^ 5?sTl¥sT 5:?:5TT i5^ l'^ 

^ ^ M 't^:?^ig t ^ '!W^^S7[s[' a t ^ i i i ^ 1 ^ ^;5^1 
^ ^ m W l zm"^ ^iSf ^SM sjî TCvsm ?fR Sb' csf^ros l^ ^(:s{sf 9(fa^, ^oy6 



f«^vs% I I T ^ ^i75i^ 'tTOpf l i i^ vs i^ l ; 1 

11 ^Sflfsi xi,i)|^T%5l|vi ^®Ts^ f̂ oTTSr 

w*sr 5.C?(IE?SI ' « T O ^ 'Si'^t. TQM, u\t >\wh<^ 

iii#r ^1^[?R:«^ jJvTfffN'^ m^us fTW i "smn 

^^4< i< i tf;;?^ f ^K i w ^ i ^5R]fww ^ w ? : ^ 

iW[fsf^-iTSfbrf\s^ ^TCsiT <(̂ t<:si'?i w ; ^ ^ ^ J ^ 

a w I Ngfsî î  5n5ff«f s n ^ 5nJ^T>l4«IC< i n d u s t n a -

lization-i;^ ^sif^a^a ^ ^ ^ H ^51T:=^' ^TTC^ u r a b a n i -

CSff'lCvsl^ -^wer f fa^T, 'iiob'6 

=TT^i:i^ Iwi-s i^l n ? ^ C 5 I *I^;;C^ ^ I ^ ^ S T ^ u r b a n 

c u l t u r e ^5Rlf^\s 'BRssn? 3 T ^ ^i<IC^' ?rra ^K^T 

=Tisw ^ ^ ^ \ ^T\n]ii^z^ w^^ t i ) ^ f̂=TC?r 

^nCW s n t ^ Tf̂ ĉ f c^qiWlTf ^ , vsTCW ^K^ «i|^ 

<iî M<} a « i ^ <ic\sii5i ^ ^̂ [;;̂ f!:̂  -siTfi JTT I ?n^ ŝfWi 

t£isR '^n^^s ^cij m ^ ^ 7[^^^ W«R:VS ^ I T 

w ^ ? n ^ ^ 'JTilw^ ^ ' ^ ^CT ' ^ ^ ^ ' ^^M 

^ i ^ ? l T t n >il^° ^fl j¥lf=! ^sTC^ f ^ ^ UmiJl m\ 

^ ^fff'^^s snJT;;wi ^rw, ^SH ^'^[T iii^° ' ^ ^ 

c^c^vg p ^ ^ r a f s w ^•nM, |fvs5:t^, t^*^Pf, ^^w-

51;;̂  vsiT'sfsw » p ^ R 5 j i ^ 5̂rac5T# ^pfTC^ "i;;^ 

8J!> i & l t ' r a T ^ t o COT'TO ^ W T'SfffT s f i ^ : ^ ^ ?(H 



âT<r ^T<lfbT ŝ (identity) 5 j f e [ ?n?r I C=i'R57i<s?fte 

'«K?<!('.*gi'̂  ^5j^, \s]^ TNC^ ^^WS ^ 'em ^rn:^ 

c<FR fsM^ m^ m 1 sn^ ^^JIW ? W tsi'̂ f^sj?? 

V o l t JTSTTsf*! 

c?r ^sn ^ic^-Q ^:»rff, aiCT^ î it '«i??w;;t«R ŝT 
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eTTĈ  1 ^ 1 ffiK^ ^qrwfTi c^^Kiwip^, s R ^ 

IJT̂ f;̂ ^ ^ I S?PH ^Sr¥l^ Wl^ WR fM ^^i:^ I 

t5[w ¥fC5T? 7T<^^ i:sn̂ <M 5TĈ  fe ^i i t^ 
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The Story of a Street 

TAPATI GUHA THAKURTA 

The casual spectator is mesmerised by the 
mere din of an incongruous variety of traffic, 
by the sheer weight of humanity flooding the 
narrow pavements and cobbled tram-tracks. 
Often, the eye even fails to escape the dis­
tracting barrier of pavement-stalls to the 
decrepit structures towering beyond. The 
Medical College with its row of sombre build­
ings and constant buzz of activity cannot but 
arrest the eye. But behind the seemingly 
impenetrable maze of roof-tops also loom in 
quiet anonymity the much-slandered walls of 
Calcutta University, the time-weary ones of 
Hindu School, Hare School and Presidency 
College. Life from the streets flow in and out 
of these premises. Yet above the hammering 
beat of the present, time seems to stand as 
inert as the ancient clock high up in the col­
lege wall, langouring still in the yellowed folds 
of tradition. And within the whirlwind of 
noise and activity, an indefatigable spirit eflfer-
versces with a character all its own. 

This is College Street, apparently indistin­
guishable from the numerous others spreading 
around the dingy, emaciated countenance of 
North Calcutta. Given the chance, each of 
these would have a fascinating story up its 
sleeve. But in College Street the story inevit­
ably transcends its surroundings into the wider 
firmament of a heritage that survives all the 

The Story of a Street ' 

squalor with amazing tenacity. It is a heritage 
most intimately of Bengal—of a dying people 
struggling under the self-imposed burdsn of 
respectability, trying to beat the sordid stench 
of existence by the brittle fragrance of culture. 
So even from the dark depths of humble 
homes there pulsates the rhythm of the tabla, 
the rippling notes of the sitar. In a congested 
room a group of aspiring artists diligently 
attend evening classes, oblivious of the nerve-
racking din without. And amidst the usual 
modest rows of clothes stalls, stationery and 
food stores, persists the subtle luxury of book 
shops— t̂he most distinctive trade-mark of 
College Street. 

The street is famed to be a students' haven ; 
it could claim to be much more. For this tin-
roofed musty world of book-shops easily 
breaks its way out of the drudgery of pre­
scribed text and examination-guides into the 
more scintillating world of the thinking and 
the innovative. In the second-hand shops, 
under a facade of dust and decay languish 
some of the rarest books found in the city, 
offering a veritable treasure-hunt to aspirants 
for knowledge in any conceivable field. Just 
off College Street, with its proud landmarks of 
the Coffee House and Sanskrit College lies 
Bankim Chatterjee Street, as happily lost in 
an unwieldly cluster of book-shops and pub-
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lishing houses. Here, the young, dynamic 
Bengali literature breathes and splutters in a 
stifling maze of alleys. Here perhaps, as no­
where else, a book-seller quotes his favourite 
poet as intensely as he raves about the difficult 
times. And here, amidst all the hub-bub of 
the present, the past distinctively lingers in 
its own nooks. In a dark apology of a room, 
three generations cling to their meagre heritage 
of a book-shop, the tottering grandfather still 
priding himself on the possession of the oldest 
version of the Chandimangala. 

The present pushes and stumbles through 
its hurdles, reluctant to forsake its one pride— 
the past. Charred and bruised, the spirit 
zealously clings to a slipping identity. So,' 
typical of Bengali extravagance, the innumer­
able food-shops huddling around College 
Square continue to be crowded by an assorted 
people at almost any hour of the day. Tradi­
tional confectioners like Putiram still hold 
their prided place in the Bengali heart; the 
mouth-watering Jalkhaabar they offer along­
side has lost none of its spice to the savour­
ing tongue. What has ebbed, perhaps, is that 
luxuriant flow of life, that uncluttered sense 
of fulfilment which accompanied even the 
simplest meal. Yet, in the midst of all the 
decadence that pervades the mind, a quiet 
faith persists—a faith hovering over a mys­
terious footprint in the floor of an old sherbet-
shop, finding refuge in gawdy paintings of 
deities that adorn^ every humble corner. 

Like the rest of Calcutta, College Street too 
has its own stock of surprises. A deceiving 
calm prevails over College Square, disturbed 
only by passing footfalls and occasional shouts 
of urchins splashing in the vast pool. Yet on 
a lazy afternoon, in these same idle precincts, 
the innocent statue of Vidyasagar gets violently 
beheaded, red flags towering above the torrent 
of vituperation that follows. A soda bottle 
suddenly crashes against poster-festered walls. 
And a quiet routine of classes is disrupted by 
a trauma of violence and disorder that pushes 

yet another unobstrusive morning into the 
prominence of newspaper print. Often the 
sparks rise only to fade into oblivion in the 
minds of habituated students. But the street 
cannot forget. Every voice that trembled, 
every hand that bled, every ideology that bent 
a battered head, remains steadfast in , its 
memory, for it is all a part of its tortuTed 
identity. 

While bottled exurberance gives vent 
to shivering, frustrating spasms, it also finds 
more rewarding outlets in this world of queer 
contrasts. East of College Square is the 
dilapidated building of the Theosophical 
Society. Crowded in its library hall, far out­
stepping its shabby limits perform one of the 
most advanced and committed group-theatre 
of our times—the Shatabdi of Badal Sircar. 
The dingy nooks of Albert Hall houses no less 
a surprise. Climbing its ancient stairs, you 
suddenly come upon a non-descript sign that 
leads down a corridor into a wholly different 
world—a secluded show-room of books of 
Rupa publishers. Nor would anyone antici­
pate the extra-ordinary force of life that pul­
sates within the famous Coffee House. This 
place enshrines, perhaps, the most vibrant of 
all the traditions swarming around College 
Street. On sight, it would appear like any 
other eating-haunt, with busy waiters and a 
menu, ranging from coffee to delectable chicken 
omelette. Only here, ideas sell faster than the 
hottest pakoras, politics travel around more 
widely than a cup of coffee, arguments stimulate 
the air more strongly than the appetising scents. 
Disguested by delay and malpractice, back-
broken by examination results, students still 
come here to spin away hours in frenzied dis­
cussion on love, life and politics. . . . How­
ever little its relevance to practical life, the 
main relevance of this adda lies as a balm to 
frayed nerves, as a revivor of cowered spirits. 
Traditionally, this Coffee House was the place 
where most of the young talent of Bengal ger­
minated over a cup of coffee. Maybe, the 
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number of poets, scholars and patriots it pro­
duces now have become less and less, but the 
intensity of thought and emotion that is 
spewed around has by no means diminished. 

It is this, more than any manifest achieve­
ment which embodies the true spirit of the 
place. It is the spirit of a people who have 
made the stories of the street their own... 
who love and belong to it with a touching 
solidarity. Somewhere, unconsciously a strange 
sublimity spreads its wings over all ill-feehng, 
political wrangling, frustration and disillusion­
ment. A writer on Calcutta speaks of "a quiet 
co-existence between the two parallel lines of 
tram-tracks"—it couldn't be truer of College 

Street. Here amidst all painful incongruities 
yesterdays and tomorrows, hope and reality, 
illusion and circumstance co-exist and 
life runs its slow, unharrowed course. 

Among shouting rickshaw-pullers and 
swerving buses, in canteens and book-shops, 
in examinations and agitations, and in the 
sweat and dreams of its people, the story of 
College Street unfolds itself. It is a narration 
which no single nightfall over the sleepless 
pavements can end. For this is the tale of a 
street that has long surpassed its visual identity 
to become an enigma, a challenge, a living, 
fighting tradition. 

The Story of a SUeet 
8 
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Two Poems 

1 

ASADUL IQBAL LATU, 

What have we done 
while the monuments 
holidayed in the sun? 

What have we done 
while men burned like drenched branches? 

What have we done 
while the world swam in a certain destiny 
and thirty-three million gods 
kissed it repeated goodbyes? 

What have we done 
this long 
while time ran faster than desire 
and slower than the river on the canvas? 
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This life that I gave you 
stares at me 
in paintings and poems 
coldly 
like a false renaissance. 

Till the time 
we meet again 
that lifeless crow 
will not be eaten 
by its startled friends. 

Nor will people smile 
at the fall of the mighty. 

Two Poei 



Focus on Eurocommunism 

"Communism as we knew it is extinct." This 
was an apt editorial comment made on the 
Eurocommunist conference in the "Democratic 
World". Gone are the days when world 
politics was dominated by the threat of a 
"Communist Revolution". Today, Communism 
as a single united movement is itself at the 
crossroads. After Yugoslavia and China, 
Communist parties of some of the Western 
countries have now come out of Moscow's 
fold, giving rise to the most burning issue of 
the day—Eurocommunism. 

The Spanish Communist Party is by far the 
most outspoken exponent of independence 
from Moscow. At its ninth Congress held in 
last April, the Party discarded Leninism and 
democratic centralism—for long the two major 
ideological pillars of international Communist 
movement—and decided to designate itself as -
a Marxist rather than a Marxist-Leninist Party. 
"Democratic centralism," or exercise of 
absolute power by the few at the helm and 
total suppression of all dissent, will no longer 
be practised. Party workers will be free to 
air their views. Thus the Party will henceforth 
be governed by "democratic rule". 

The Spanish Communist leader Mr. Santiago 
Carrillo's new book, Eurocommunism and the 
State, shows that so far as the goal of achiev­
ing the ideal socialist state is concerned, the 

SujiT BASU 

Soviet system is a failure. As the situation 
in highly industrialized west European coun­
tries is quite different from that in pre-revolu-
tionary Russia, a different approach to turn 
the west European countries into socialist 
states is necessary. The capitalist system as it 
has evolved in the developed countries is head­
ing towards socialism ; all it needs is a gentle 
push from the Eurocommunists. There is no 
need for any other country's help. It is not 
the functiin of Eurocommunism to strengthen 
the Soviet military position. Mr. Carrillo 
rather suggests the creation of a European 
power bloc midway between the Soviet Union 
and the United States. 

Mr. Carrillo denies that Eurocommunism is 
just a pose. It is a real, strategic development. 
He believes that ordinary parliamentary pro­
cedure can as well bring Communism. But 
he insists that democratic freedom and human 
rights must be respected before achieving 
communism, as they are "an unrenounceable 
achievement of human progress". 

The book contains a frank criticism of what 
Mr. Carrillo thinks has gone sour in the Soviet 
Union in its march towards sociaHsm. He 
refers to the Russian invasion of Czecho­
slovakia in 1968. On the question of the 
single party system in the Soviet Union 
Mr. Carrillo writes : "The confusion between 
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the party and the State seems to lead more to 
the construction of ideological images which 
cover up unsatisfactory truths than to the 
transformation of real situation." He argues 
that in the Soviet Union, "the bureaucratic 
layer wields at its various levels an unmoderated 
and almost uncontrolled political power. It 
decides and resolves matters over the heads 
of the working class". 

There are high Communist officials who 
believe that there is something inherently 
wrong with the Soviet system. According to 
them, "centralization and dictatorship" which 
emerged in the Soviet Union justifiably in the 
early years of Soviet rule have not become 
obsolete. Some of the earher Communist 
critics of the Soviet system said that it had 
turned into "State capitalism". Some of today's' 
Communist critics describe it as a "State-
socialist system". "The defence of the State-
socialist system", says Mr. Lombardo Radice, 
a member of the Italian Communist Party, 
"has become a vested interest of the Soviet 
leadership". Mr. Radice insists, the Soviet 
leaders must recognize that socialism cannot 
progress without taking risks. He draws a 
distinction between Soviet citizens, whom he 
sees as members of an enlightened, scientifically 
inspired and technologically advanced civiliza­
tion, and their leaders^ who embody "a persi­
stent conservatism, an immobilism stemming 
from such ordinary characteristics as fear of 
change, fear of any kind of uncertainty". 
Mr. Radice thinks that the present Communist-
ruled countries are suffering from a "crisis of 
uneven growth" leading to the unduly rapid 
development of some features of the system, 
while others are allowed to stagnate. "They 
have developed enormous heads intellectually, 
technologically and economically, but these 
heads are not supported by commensurate 
bodies in terms of political structure, cultural 
emancipation, civil rights, and so forth." 

Any serious analysis of what went wrong 
in Russia leads to the apprehension of a 

recurrence of the same malady if Communists 
were to join West European governments. 
The Eurocommuists argue that economic and 
political conditions in western Europe today 
are so different from what they were in Russia' 
at the time of the revolution that there is little 
danger of the Soviet "mistakes" being repeated 
To the anti-Communists, however, Stalinism 
was not an accident of history, but the con­
sequence of a type of beliefs still held byj 
Communists today, the result of a system ol 
organisation which inhibits dissent, the pro 
duct of an economic philosophy which lead! 
to the regimentation of society. 

The Eurocommunists concede the need for 
a broad historical and sociological analysis ot 
the present situation. There must be "com­
plete freedom" for every kind of opinion. If 
Czechoslovak Social Democrats attend meet­
ings of the Socialist International in the West̂  
and Polish farmers join those of the "green 
international", there would be no danger in 
any of these. As Mr. Radice argues, aftetj 
sixty years of socialist rule in Russia and 
thirty in eastern Europe, the people there 
would not want to turn the clock back. 

Although in a sense the fathers of the con 
cept, the Italians are cautious in defining Euro-1 
communism. According to Dr. Vittorio Oriliaj 
a senior Party functionary, Eurocommunism^ 
is not a new political alliance or centre ; the 
Italian Communists have been working for 
"independence and pluralism" since 1946. 
Mr. Simon Sanchez Montero, Mr. CarrUlo'i 
deputy in Spain, said, "We believe we an 
the true followers of Marx and Lenin, adapt­
ing the concept to today's world and specific 
conditions". Mr. Theo Ronco. a member of 
the French Communist Party's Central Com­
mittee, pointed out that the term as such was 
unexceptionable, though the Japanese Com­
munists had enlarged its geographical conno­
tations. 

Eurocommunism is the culmination of ani 
evolution of ideas and changing conditions iO; 
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Europe as well as the Communist Parties' 
desire to achieve ptwer. The Communists' dis­
illusionment with the Soviet concept got fillips 
from the Yugoslav assertain of independence, 
the Sino-Soviet rift, and the Soviet meddling 
in Czechoslovakia. Each of these events con­
vinced the west European Communists that to 
try to import the Soviet brand of Communism 
into their countries would bring them nowhere 
near power even in the distant future. So they 
began drifting away from Moscow, steering 
clear of the sacred dogma of the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat. By striking up nationalist 
postures they stressed their freedom of action. 
The French Communists supported their 
country having the nuclear striking force and 
the Spaniards accepted their king. They also 
declared their intention to participate in the 
parliamentary system. In a sense it marked 
the triumph of the modern nation state. The 
historic Madrid Declaration of March 1977 
promised the Eurocommunists' respect for 
human rights, universal suffrage, political 
plurality and individual freedom. 

Besides the term being imprecise, Euro­
communism is a nascent concept. The Rus­
sians also object to it inasmuch as it implies a 
specified brand of Communism. To the Rus­
sians, there can only be one Communism. It 
is queer that the Yugoslavs endorse this stand. 
According to them, there is no Eurocom­
munism as there is no such entity as Balkan 
or Yugoslav Communism. 

Apparently, Eurocommunism is a struggle 
against rigidity and for seeking emancipation 
from any predetermined order. The Italian 
Communists stressed this point. In Madrid, 
Mr. Sanchez Montero maintained that Euro­
communism was not against the Soviet Union, 
but different from what was practised there. 
Mr. Ronco of the French Communist Party 
explained the concept in the context of the 
similarity of problems faced by the Com­
munists in the capitahst world. "There are 
more people exploited today than before 

because of monopoly capital. We do not 
repudiate Leninism. We do not reject whole­
sale what had been done, but only certain pro­
cedures that repudiated democracy". Another 
distinguished French Communist was more 
graphic : "We think the best way to be true 
to Marxism is not to treat it as the Bible or 
the Quran or the answer to all situations. 
Marxism is a science to be enriched like all 
sciences. The best way to be a Marxist is to 
consider the national situation". 

If Marx wrote his creed for western Europe 
and it found its way to Russia, the "Europe-
anization" of Communism should naturally 
imply that it would return to the West divested 
of both Leninism and Stalinism. The Euro-
communists are, however, hesitant to dispense 
with Leninism. At most they say that they 
are "revising" Leninism to make it conform to 
modern developments. Possibly that would 
be much too radical a course for the European 
Party leaders, who have already drastically 
redefined the principles of Marxism-Leninism. 

Domestic political conditions have influenced 
the ways in which the west European Com­
munist parties have sought to achieve their 
aims. The evolution of the Italians' ideas on 
communism can be traced back to Gramsci 
with his concept of a "historic bloc". Togliatti 
came up with his idea of an "anti-fascist bloc" 
and his thesis on polycentrism leading to 
Mr. Enrico Berlinguer's present policy of a 
"historic compromise." Because of their 
impressive work in city and regional adminis­
tration, the Italian Communists secured just 
over 34% votes in the last general election. 
Mr. Berlinguer first supported the- minority 
Christian Democrat Government through 
abstention leading to the election of a Com­
munist speaker of parliament and to the six-
party agreement signed by the Communists 
last year. Today the Italian Communists, a 
"Party of Government and struggle", are for 
the Common Market and NATO. The Party, 
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no longer only of workers, now comprises 
the middle classes. 

Tilings are not sailing so smootii with the 
Spanish Communist Party. It won only about 
10% of the votes in the country's first free 
election in four decades last year. The 
Spanish Communists were black-listed during 
the French regime and the older generation 
still remembers the trauma of the civil war. 
The Army, after expressing its displeasure 
over the recent legalization of the Communist 
Party, keeps watch on political developments, 
and the Spaniards are always susceptible to 
the fears of an army coup. 

In France, the Communists under Georges 
Marchais had joined the Socialists in a Left 
Front to fight the Republican-GauIHst alliance 
of President Giscard and Mr. Chirac. Opinion 
poll, which had forecast a leftist victory, proved 
wrong when the Republican-Gaullist camp 
won the election held in March this year. 

There are, of course, differences of approach 
and emphasis between the French, Italian and 
Spanish Communist parties. But all of them 
have this in common that they must acquire 
wider credibihty and this cannot be done 
without stripping the total'tarian garb which 
they have inherited through their association 
with Stalinism and the suppression of freedom 
and of dissidents. This association is damag­
ing as well as unfair to them, for the Euro-
communists have been quite effective in pro­
testing against some of the excesses of the 
Soviet secret police and in having police orders 
revoked by the Kremlin. 

Yugoslavia, which had ignited the first 
spark of freedom from Soviet tutelage, has 
particularly warm relationship with the Italian 
Communists. Yet Belgrade is not much 
happy with the Eurocommunists' way of 
action. For in their zeal to acquire credibility 
at home the Eurocommunists are stressing 
their acceptance of bourgeois virtues rather 
than charting, like Yugoslavia, a self-manage­
ment course. 

The super powers are generally hostile in 
their attitude to the Eurocommunists. The 
"Sonnenfeldt Doctrine", propounded by Dr. 
Kissinger's' deputy in 1976, stemmed from 
the fear that the present "unnatural" relation­
ship between the countries of eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union was a "far greater danger 
to world peace" than the conflict between East 
and West, because it could explode sooner or 
later, thereby "causing World War III." Presi­
dent Carter's administration has moved away 
from the Kissinger treatment of Eurocom­
munism. Though an element of this line of 
thinking still prevails. President Carter's 
approach to the problem is more ambivalent 
and U.S. officials have had meetings with 
French and Italian Communist functionaries. 

The prospect that the Eurocommunists 
would be able to speak with a united voice 
and influence the policies of their governments 
causes great concern to Dr Kissinger, who 
keeps issuing warnings, even out of oflBce, 
about its possible effect on the U.S. position 
in Europe. The Kremlin is also afraid, not 
only of Eurocommunist pressure for internal 
reform, but of a Eurocommunist foreigh policy 
that might take an anti-Soviet direction. 

The Mossow weekly New Times has bitterly 
attacked Mr. Santiago Carillo's book on Euro­
communism. It cites Mr Carrillo's hope that 
Eurocommunism could help create a united 
Europe that would play the buffer between 
East and West. This, according to New Times, 
is Mr Carrillo's design for "a force opposed 
primarily to the socialist countries". Mr 
Carillo's call for a European defence arrange­
ment is viewed by Moscow as endorsing "the 
imperialist policy of arming Western Europe 
against world socialism, a policy of alliance 
between European and American reaction." 
These strong words are also meant to apply 
to the Italian party which is in favour of Italy's 
retention of NATO membership. Mr. Carrillo, 
too, New Times recalls, favoured the entry of 
Spain into NATO. 
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Obviously the Soviet Union is unhappy over 
developments in west Europe, especially 
because of the effect Eurocommunism could 
have on east Europe. An article in Pravda 
recently warned that Communist parties 
which ignored the creed of Marxism-Leninism 
"doom themselves to wander in the dark." 
"Eurocommunism", in its view, "serves the 
blackest purposes of reaction". The Russians, 
however, are showing some forbearance pre­
sumably because of a recognition in Moscow 
that any other course would take the Euro-
communists further away from the erstwhile 
centre of international Communism. The New 
Times attack on Mr. Carrillo's book, however 
harsh it was, gave the impression of being 
written more in sorrow than in anger. Sang­
froid is thus the chosen course of the Russians 
in their approach to Eurocommunism. 

It remains to be seen whether Euro-com­
munism can make a dent on Moscow's east 
European allies. When the Moscow weekly 
condemned Mr. Carrillo's pluralist deviations, 
the party newspapers in both Hunga'-y and 
Poland failed to support the Kremlin line with 
the enthusiasm shown by such hardline satellites 
as Czechoslovakia and Outer Mongolia. The 
Polish party paper, Trybuna Ludu, simply 
reprinted the New Times article without any 
supporting comment of its own. The Hun­
garian party paper, Nepszabadsag, refrained 

from using the kind of ofifensive language that 
Moscow used and said that Mr. Carrillo's 
attitude might cause damage to Communist 
interests "regardless of the intentions" with 
which he started. 

The Hungarians and the Poles feel that their 
cultural links with western Europe are far 
older than their political ties with Moscow. 
The European democratic traditions of West­
ern Communists have greater appeal for them. 
Hence their occasional flirtation with Euro­
communism, which, they hope, might in due 
course provide both the example and political 
leverage that would help them to overcome 
Moscow's objections to the liberalization of 
their own systems. 

Academician Arnosht Kolman, on resigning 
from the CPSU after fifty-eight years, said, 
"Perhaps the greatest tragedy of the Com­
munist Revolution is that it began in Russia: 
the Russians merely adapted all the evil forces 
of the Tsars and use them till this day." Euro­
communism is an offshoot of this blunder of 
Soviet policy makers. The ultimate success 
of the Eurocommunists would depend on their 
ability to retain an independent stance. For 
the present, we may remain assured with 
Mr. Enrico Berlinguer's bold comment—"We 
don't want to leave one bloc only to enter 
another." 
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Human Rights and 
the International Power Game 

RAHUL CHOUDHUK 

During the last one year, the issue of human 
rights has become a major theme in world 
diplomacy. The current human rights drive 
really began with the Helsinki Accord on Euro­
pean Security and Cooperation (1975). In part 
iii of this document the thirty-five signatories 
pledged to improve their human rights perfor­
mances by easing travel restrictions, lowering 
the barriers to human and cultural contacts, 
speeding the flow of information, and improving 
working conditions for foreign journalists. 
However, it was only after Jimmy Carter was 
elected President that the human rights crusade 
became the most perceptible and vocal element 
in American foreign policy. 

Only a week after the Inauguration, a U.S. 
State Department spokesman announced that 
any attempt by the Kremlin to intimidate 
dissident Russian physicist Andrei Sakharov 
would not "silence legitimate criticism of the 
Soviet Union". Within six weeks of taking 
office. President Carter dispatched a sympathe­
tic letter to Sakharov and received the exiled 
Soviet dissident Vladimir Bukovsky at the 
White House. He announced that he would 
trim or eliminate U.S. economic and military 
aid to human rights violators. Thereafter, 
the new Administration began to issue a flood 
of statements, condemning alleged human 
rights violators in Russia, East Europe, and 
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other perts of the world. Explaining 
attitude. President Carter said, "With regan 
to human rights, let me emphasise that it is 
very deep commitment on my part. When ' 
took office I felt our country needed to re 
establish some of its unique and admirabli 
characteristics in a public way, to again be i 
beacon light for freedom, for basic humai 
dignity. Not only was this a commitmen 
within our own borders, but it was somethinj 
we should support around the world" 
President Carter's stand has focussed world 
wide attention on the human rights problem 
and the implications of his impassionei 
campaign are gradually becoming clear. 

For one thing, Washington's relations witl 
Moscow have been seriously strained. Sovie 
leader Leonid Brezhnev and his colleague 
greeted the initial American human rights initi 
atives with a blast of indignation and hinted tha 
nuclear arms limitations and other vital features 
of detente could be imperilled. But, as PresidenI 
Carter continued to single out specific instances 
of infringement of civil liberties in Russia 
the incensed Soviets prepared a counter offen­
sive: a catalogue of alleged human right! 
violations in the West. Lengthy article! 
appeared in Pravda and Izvestia debcribing 
sectarian violence in Ireland and the inferioi 
status of negroes in the U.S.A. When the cas« 
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of Anatoly Scharansky (the Jewish activist 
accused by Moscow of working for U.S. intel­
ligence) brought forth numerous American 
protests against allegedly trumped-up charges, 
the standard Soviet response was to complain 
that the U.S.A. too, had political prisoners 
who had been sentenced on trumped-up 
charges. They cited the case of the "Wilming­
ton Ten" in North Carolina. This group of 
civil rights activists comprising nine black men 
and one white woman was sentenced seven 
years ago to a total of two hundred and 
eighty-two years' imprisonment on charges of 
arson and conspiracy. The U.S. Department 
of Justice has lately found many irregularities 
in the way they had been tried and has suggest­
ed that they should be pardoned. However, 
Governor James B. Hunt of North Carolina 
has refused to do so for fear of losing the 
conservative votes he needs to win re-election. 

As the two super powers traded blow for 
verbal blow over human rights, relations 
between them speedily deteriorated. Brezh­
nev's long anticipated return visit to the U.S.A. 
was repeatedly postponed. In more recent 
months human rights has become linked with 
the drastic hardening of the American attitude 
towards Soviet and Cuban activities in Africa, 
and relations have soured even more. The 
long delayed SALT II agreement for restraining 
nuclear armaments has been shelved, certainly 
for the rest of this year and conceivably for 
an indefinite period. Since world security 
depends upon super power understandings in 
the military field, all nations are affected by 
this breakdown in nuclear negotiations. 
Educational, cultural and scientific exchanges 
which earlier had been agreed upon to nourish 
better relations have begun to wither. Mutual 
suspicion and distrust are rampant. 

Although most Governments subscribed to 
the United Nations' 1948 Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights, its interpretation varies 
from country to country. This factor lies at 
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the root of U.S. -Soviet differences on the 
human rights issue. The U.S.A. is concerned 
mainly with free speech, the right to travel, and 
freedom from arbitrary arrest, but Communist 
countries and many underdeveloped nations 
do not define human rights in terms of the 
individual liberties cherished by Western 
democracies. Instead, they regard jobs, 
housing, education and food as primary rights. 
President Carter, however, has been trying to 
impose the Western viewpoint on the Soviet 
Union without considering the national legisla­
tion, regulations and practices in that country. 
This is to be contrasted with the less dramatic 
but more successful diplomacy of Dr Henry 
Kissinger, who had achieved more than all 
the previous Western statesmen who had come 
out in defence of human rights. Dr. Kissinger, 
the Soviet leaders have made plain, was a 
man who understood them, and with whom 
they could deal. His chief contribution to­
wards improvement of ties with the U.S.S.R. 
was the Helsinki Accord. His success was 
due to the f^ct that he took note of the Soviet 
view and tried not to adopt uncompromising 
attitudes. It seems that Carter has not yet 
learnt this lesson. 

Moreover, it is doubtful whether Carter's 
present campaigning style will cause any 
improvement in the plight of Soviet dissidents. 
It may well be counter-productive for Washing­
ton to continue to make a public issue of human 
rights in Russia and in the countries of her 
allies. Past history has shown that whenever 
Soviet Russia has been pressurised by the 
Western powers, the invariable result has 
been a tightening of internal conditions. The 
first instance was the armed "Intervention" 
by a number of Western powers between 1918 
and 1920 in an attempt to wipe out Com­
munism at its birth. As Red Russia waged 
her first grim war for survival, the Soviet 
leaders had no alternative but to hammer out 
the machinery of the totalitarian state-organised 
terror by the secret police, the ruthless sup-
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pression ol ail dissent and a monolithic Party 
controlling and unifying all activity, military 
and civil. It is possible that these pillars of 
totalitarian state power might well have been 
erected under the Soviet state in course of 
time. They may all have been implicit in 
Marxism, but it is highly unlikely that they 
would have been built as quickly and strongly 
Evolution in the Soviet Union would have 
proceeded much more slowly and with much 
greater moderation if the Western powers had 
not foolishly interfered in Russian afifairs. 

Again, after 1945, Western opposition to 
Soviet domination of Eastern Europe (vital to 
future Russian security) not only began the 
Cold War, but made the Russian and the new 
east European governments more authoritarian 
than they would have been ; more harsh, more 
repressive, and in a desperate hurry to press 
their peoples into a new mould. As Fleming 
puts it in The Cold War and Its Origins, "We 
shall never measure accurately how many 
people in East Europe were liquidated in one 
way or another because of the prcs ure of the 
Cold War." 

Keeping these facts in mind^ it would not 
be surprising if Carter's headlong rush to con­
demn human rights violations in the Soviet 
bloc goads Russia into a much tougher policy 
towards its dissidents in an attempt to prove 
that it c;innot be intimidated by external pres­
sure. If such a crackdown does take place. 
Carter's human rights push will only have 
increased the misery of Soviet dissidents, for 
the U.S.A. does not possess the power to 
prevent it. It would be naive to think that 
the U.S. President and his advisers remain 
unaware of this strong possibility. Indeed, the 
recent trials and summary convictions of such 
leading human rights campaigners as Anatoly 
Shcharansky and Alexander Ginzburg indicate 
that a fresh Soviet clampdown on dissidents 
is already under way. What then does Carter 
hope to achieve through his drive for human 
rights? A brief look at its general trends 
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may provide the answer. 
Rarely, if ever, does Carter criticise the 

authoritarian regimes of the Shah of Iran, 
Park Chung Hee of South Korea, Ferdinand 
Marcos of the Philippines, or the two General 
Zias of Pakistan and Bangaldesh. Far from 
cutting off aid to these coimtries, where human 
rights are virtually non-existent, the Carter 
Administration continues to meet their con­
siderable economic and military needs. 
Indeed, Carter appears to be satisfied by the 
claims of such American allies as South Korea, 
Taiwan and Iran that human rights must be 
suspended to meet challenges from North 
Korea, China, and leftist revolutionaries 
respectively. 

Nor has Carter uttered a word of condem­
nation against President Mobutu, the strong­
man of Zaire, who has ruthlessly weeded out 
all opposition to his tyrannical rule. Need­
less to say, the virulently anti-Communist 
Mobutu is a staunch ally of the Western 
powers ; a fact that has been confirmed by 
their recent military intervention in Zaire. 
Similar is the American attitude towards John 
Vorster's white minority regime in South 
Africa, where the principle of apartheid is an 
open negation of basic human values. The 
feehng in most V/estern capitals is that, how-
'fiver unpalatable Vorster's treatment of his 
eighteen million black subjects, the West 
should not be too hard on Pretoria. After all. 
South Africa is a major trading partner of 
the West and is still one of the remaining 
outposts of "Western civilization". Its destruc­
tion might well leave the area open to Soviet 
infiltration. 

To crown it all. Carter prefers to turn a 
blind eye to developments in his Latin 
American "backyard", whsre a string of ruth­
less military dictatorships (General Jorge 
Rafael Videla of Argentina, General Augusto 
Pinochet of Chile, and General Guisel of 
Brazil—to name only a few) keep the entire 
area firmly within an American sphere of 
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influence which is no less rigid than the 
Soviet sphere in east Europe. 

These few examples suffice to show that 
Carter is inclined to ignore human rights 
violations in countries that toe the U.S. line. 
On the other hand, he is remarkably free with 
lofty pronouncements condemning violations 
in countries wliich follow a left wing line in 
international aflfairs and prove a source of dis­
comfiture to American interests. Apart from 
his frequent tirades against the Soviet Union 
and her east European allies. Carter has con­
demned Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia as 
"perhaps the worst human rights violators in 
the world." These three countries, it may be 
remembered, inflicted upon the U.S.A. its 
worst foreign policy humiliation in the post-

-war era. Singled out also has been little Cuba, 
which for nearly two decades has been 
valiantly resisting attempts at subversion by 
her giant American neighbour. Increasingly, 
the U.S. government has begun to look to inter­
national financial institutions as a source of 
human rights beverage. Recently it abstained 
on World Bank loans to Ethiopia, another 
pro-Soviet country from which Americans 
were expelled in 1974. 

This blatant application of double standards 
makes it obvious that Carter, far from want­
ing to improve the condition of dissidents all 
over the world, actually intends to use Human 
Rights as a political weapon. As has been 
noted. Carter's first term as President has been 
characterised by a sudden deterioration in 
U.S.-Soviet relations. U.S.-Soviet rivalry, al­
ways evident even after the reduction of Cold 
War tensions, has become more keen. The 
direct use of armed force in this nuclear age 
is out of the question, and the rivalry has 
mainly turned into a struggle for peoples' 
minds. In this context the Human Rights 
Campaign is a great help to President Carter. 
The U.S.A. which under Truman took upon 
itself the role of a world policeman, now has 

a President who has appointed himself the 
world's moral guardian. By continuously 
attacking the human rights records of Russia 
and her allies. Carter hopes to disci'edit the 
Soviet Union in the eyes of the world and por­
tray her together with her allies as "bad guys". 
On the other hand, by ignoring the human 
rights violations of America's own allies, 
Carter has been trying to build up their image 
as "good guys". Thus, by implication, 
America and her associates are democratic 
and good and Christian ; the Soviets and their 
allies are undiluted evil. It may be that some 
of Carter's allegations are true. Those in 
power in Cambodia, North Korea and Ethopia 
are not exactly known for respecting the rights 
of individuals, but this certainly does not 
mean that the U.S.A. and all her allies from 
Park Chung Hee to Augusto Pinochet are as 
pure as the driven snow. 

The subject of Human Rights is more 
directly involved in American diplomacy to­
wards east Europe. In this as in many other 
areas of foreign policy. President Carter seems 
to be increasingly guided by his White House 
Assistant for National Security Affairs, Mr. 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, a Polish refugee who 
has always looked upon the Soviet bloc in 
east Europe with disfavour. The Carter 
Administration has been most vocal in its criti­
cism of the human rights records of such 
nations as Poland, Hungary, and Roumania 
who are principal associates of the Soviet 
Union in this region. This move, together 
with Carter's policy of improving American 
relations with each of these countries indivi­
dually, is probably aimed at strengthening 
their desire for independence from Moscow. 

Finally, it is also likely that Carter's obses­
sion with human rights is intended to bolster 
his declining popularity at home. He is now 
being opennly ridiculed as a man who never 
will be either nominated or elected to to 
asecond four-year term in the 1980 election. 
It appears that Carter is trying to off-set this 
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trend by adopting a highly moralistic tone in 
his foreign policy and by acting and talking 
tough towards the Soviet Union, thus giving 
the Amefican public something to boast about 
in an uncertain post-Vietnam and post-Water­
gate era. 

It is, therefore, evident that Carter has de­
based the idea of human rights by linking it 
inextricably with the power game. As it 
stands today, Carter's campaign appears to be 

a simple expression of anti-Sovietism which 
can have unfortunate consequences if carried 
too far. Dissidents and political sufferers all 
over the world should entertain no illusions 
in this respect. Until Carter stands up for 
human rights in every nation irrespective of 
its social system or its stance in the inter­
national arena, his partial and lopsided cam­
paign will remain nothing more than a new 
American move on the chess board of inter­
national power politics, 
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A Middle-class Approach to Poverty: 
Pride and Prejudice 

SuDiPTo DASGUPTA 

In College Street Coffee-house, regarded as 
the intellectual seat of Calcutta, all sorts of 
problems are discussed by the progressive 
Presidentian. Seldom, however, do we find 
him seriously concerned about one question: 
the poverty of the Indian people. To be sure, 
he is aware of the problem, and no doubt he 
has felt occasional pity for the crippled beggar-
child or the impoverished rickshaw-wallah. 
But he knows that this very unfortunate state 
of affairs will some day be taken care of, say, 
by a 'social revolution'.; in the meanwhile, his 
time at the Coffe-house is spent in discussions 
of Sartre's existentialism, while the somewhat 
different struggle for existence that goes on 
around him is relegated into second place. 
Some, however, are more concerned : they are 
not prepared to accept the automaticity of a 
social revolution but believe that they have 
to take a more active part, if it is to come 
about. Such people are seen to engage them­
selves in college politics. I have been in 
Presidency College only since 1974, but this, 
I suspect, has always been the story. But thirty 
years have passed since independence, and the 
misery of the people has deepend. What hap­
pens to those people who had once dreamt 
of a better world? 

College-level politics can be a frustrating 
experience. Quite a substantial number of 
students come from middle-class and upper 
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middle-class families—for whom college educa­
tion is nothing more than the means of realis­
ing typically middle-class aspirations—and 
who, therefore, regard political activities in­
side the campus as a threat to those aspira­
tions. Very soon, therefore, the young poli­
tician finds that he has created quite a num­
ber of enemies. This is not to obscure the 
fact that he himself is also quite often respon­
sible for alienating himself from the general 
body of students. The band of sycophants— 
the strong-arm men of the college—that sur­
round him and the tendency to engage in 
unnecessary violence is hardly helpful. Entry 
into college politics is often at the inspiration 
of a dada so that very soon conflicts between 
convictions and allegiance crop up. This forces 
the young politician to adopt contradictory posi­
tions that brings scepticism not only in the 
student body but also within himself. And, of 
course, many college-level politicians flirt with 
politics simply because it is 'progressive' : 
instances of firebrand politicians retiring with 
a comfortable job in the bureaucracy are only 
too numerous. 

College-level politics, then, is an acid-test 
which many fail to pass. But this conception 
of ushering in a better world through college 
politics is essentially romantic and, like many 
romantic ideas, is dashed to pieces by the hard 
facts of reality. Unawareness of certain funda-
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mental constraints and facts of reality explain, 
perhaps, why much political activity, even at 
a higher level^ has come to naught. The basic 
constraints essentially originate from the fact 
that India has the administrative superstruc­
ture of a nation state without the integration 
of one. This lack of integration is evident in 
the absence of homogeneity among regions 
with respect to property rights in land, extent 
of industrial development, and so on. 

Let us consider, for instance, the nature of 
property rights in agriculture. The zamindari 
system in eastern India created an extreme 
concentration of landholdings. The gap 
between the agricultural labourer and the 
owner-cultivator, accordingly, is not significant 
in this region. In the ryotwari regions of 
southern India, on the other hand, ownership 
is not so concentrated and many owner-culti­
vators practise capitalist farming. This hetero­
geneity in the class-composition of the rural 
poor makes the task of organising the rural 
masses all the more difficult. 

Then again, at the time of independence, we 
inherited a state with considerable regional 
disparity in the extent of industrial develop­
ment—with the coastal regions of Bengal, 
Maharashtra and Madras much more indus­
trialised than the rest of the country. In the 
post-independence era, this regional disparity 
has increased. In the background of unequal 
regional development, conflicts between 
national monopoly capital and regional capital 
took, on regionalist overtones which prevented 
ny struggle against the bourgeoisie on a 

national scale. 
Again, we would find that the regions to 

industrialize first were also the areas in which 
modern educational institutions first sprang 
up. This meant that positions in the bureau­
cracy were mostly taken up by members of the 
middle-class from these regions. Antagonism 
among the 'petty-bourgeoisie' of various regions 
is, therefore, quite strong ; and though politi­
cal parties have a national banner, they have 

a regional existence. The ruling party can 
maintain unity because it is in a position to 
dispense jobs, but an opposition party does 
not have this privilege. 

Last, but not the least, is the fact of India 
being an economy where there is not yet any 
significant division of labour on a national 
scale. This, together with the fact that the 
size of the industrial labour force is small 
compared with the total population, seriously 
diminishes the possibility of a nation­
wide proletarian upsurge in the near future. 

All this underlines the necessity to achieve 
rapid economic development in India today. 
The point actually is that the whole approach 
to the problem of poverty has to undergo a 
change. What is needed is a proper scientific 
approach, and not romantic and at times, 
bookish ones. Irrespective of the type of 
society we have in mind, there is no getting 
away from the question of rapid economic 
development within the present socio-political 
framework. Only that could give the economy 
the kind of integration necessary for a social 
revolution, and relieve the people till it came 
about. In the light of this, the assertion that 
there are inherent limitations to the develop­
ment of forces of production within the pre­
sent socio-political framework needs to be care­
fully examined. 

The starting point of this kind of assertion 
is the class-composition of the Indian state. 
The Indian state is visualised as a class alliance 
of the (̂ regional and national) bourgeoisie and 
the landlords, which derives its mass support 
from the 'petty-bourgeoisie' in a programme 
of capital accumulation under the facade of 
socialism. The petty-bourgeois view of 
socialism is typically a growth of the bureau­
cratic apparatus for policing big business, with 
its attendant features of jobbery, corruption 
and wastage. This wastage is added to the 
wastage due to unplanned investment which 
is accompanied by excess capacity and indus­
trial recession. The result of this wastage is 
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inflation and increased taxes (mostly indirect), 
the incidence of which mostly falls on the 
poorer sections of the population. Thus Indian 
capitalism finds itself in a curious contradic­
tion ; its own political weakness prevents un­
bridled capital accumulation while the growth 
of the public sector is limited by inefficiency 
and wastefulness. The result is stunted growth. 

As an explanation of the sluggish growth 
of the Indian economy, such an analysis is 
very attractive. I shall go so far as to say that 
it even portrays the correct picture of the 
Indian economy, as borne out by the fact that 
the number of persons employed by the public 
sector has increased much more rapidly than 
in the private sector. Where I would differ, 
however, is in the assumption that any effort 
at economic development under the auspices 
of the state has inevitably to be of a nature 
as portrayed in this analysis. The enormous 
growth of the bureaucracy, the emphasis on 
jobbery and the attendant corruption and 
wastage, the inefficiency of public-sector enter­
prises—all reflect failure of the state to pro­
vide the correct solution that would promote 
growth : failure to identify the whole gamut 
of problems, failure to correctly establish the 
causal connection between problems and ascer­
tain which are primary and which secondary 
(in the sense that secondary problems would 
automatically be taken into account when the 
primary problems are solved). The problem 
is in part reflected in the lack of consensus 
among economists regarding the appropriate 
development strategy to adopt. One of the 
crucial (often underplayed) ways in which the 
social sciences differ from the physical sciences 
is in their inability to perform controlled 
experiments, which are the surest means of 
resolving disputes. So long as economists have 
divergent views of reality, their policy prescrip­
tions will differ and so long as they are short­
sighted, these prescriptions will fail to deliver 
the goods. 

When controlled experiments cannot be per­
formed, the only way to resolve disputes is 

to look harder at reality, to broaden our 
understanding of reality. Much could be done 
in this respect. Just how much do we know 
of the poor tiller of the soil? How much do 
we know of his way of life, the state of his 
health, his religions, beliefs (attitudes and 
values), the conditions under which he tills 
the land, the way in which he tills the land? 
There are numerous other areas of social life 
where our information is inadequate. There 
is an enormous scope for sociological and 
econometric studies that will enable us to 
understand reality better. So long as the 
economist shuts himself up in an ivory tower, 
his mind will get enmeshed in a system of 
abstract relationships, and he will lose sight of 
the human being who is, after all, the object 
of his study. 

One reason for the total neglect of this kind 
of study in India is that we live in an environ­
ment where there is very little pressure for 
such studies. The Indian middle class is a 
most peculiar phenomenon. It has its origin 
in a decaying landed aristrocracy. The total 
sense of detachment of this class from the 
poorer sections is due to this lack of any 
organic link with it. The poor tiller of the soil, 
therefore, continues to be an alien pheno­
menon to this class. The middle class never 
really "belonged", and its progressive econo­
mic decline could hardly have made it more 
conscious of a sense of responsibility towards 
the poorer sections. The narrowness of the 
Hindu religion, centred on the caste system in 
the past, and western cultural influences more 
recently have provided it with a set of values 
in which the poor tiller of the soil can never 
become an entity worthy of its consideration. 
The dilemma of the middle class has been a 
sense of insecurity resulting from the lack of 
any real power base. It is precisely this lack 
of security that has caused it at times to lean 
towards the masses, but this has not prevented 
it from aligning itself with the ruling class 
when the opportunity presented itself. 
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Albert Einstein 

Some time ago, the newspapers carried a 
strange piece of news. The brain of a man, 
who died in 1955, has been carefully preserved 
through all these years and is still being studied 
by a variety of most sophisticated scientific 
methods. The man was none else than Albert 
Einstein, born on March 14, 1879 and let us 
in this centenary year try to understand why 
the study of his brain is considered so inter­
esting. 

Physicists in the late nineteenth century 
had developed a belief that the basic laws 
of nature had all been found out; what 
troubled them was "to calculate the next 
decimal place" and that was only to confirm 
an impressive agreement between theory and 
observation. However, an experiment, appa­
rently very simple, seemed to turn the apple 
cart. The idea was to measure the velocity 
of the earth. This they tried to do relative 
to a special frame in which light travelled 
with the same velocity in all directions. Now 
if anybody moved relative to this special frame, 
he expected to find an aristotropy in the 
velocity of light and from a study of this 
aristotropy, he could determine his velocity 
relative to the special frame. Experiments 
showed that for the earth-bound observer, the 
velocity of light was the same in different 
directions, so that apparently the earth itself 
was at rest in that specially favoured frame. 

. 1 
AMAL RAYCHAUDHURI 

But we all know that the earth moves round 
the sun and so even if in September, 1978, the 
earth be at rest in the favoured frame, it can­
not be so in, say, July or December, 1978. 
But experiments showed that at all the different 
seasons, light did travel with the same velo­
city in all directions for the earth-bound 
observer. The conclusion seemed irresistible 
that light, unlike everything else, has the 
pecuhar property of moving isotropically rela­
tive to any observer, irrespective of his motion. 
Let us see to what a strange situation this 
leads to. 

Let us consider that O, O' are two observers; 
O' moving relative to O along the lane OX. 
At the instant when O, O' were coincident, 
suppose that there was a flash of light pro­
duced. Now when the light reaches X, accord-
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ing to O, light will reach all points on the 
sphere X AX' B. But the light proceeds 
isotropically relatively to O' as well—so 
according to O' when light reaches X. 
reaches all points on the sphere X A' X" 
with O' as centre. So, 

(0 

It 
B' 

according to O, light reaches X, X' 
at the same instant, 

(//) according to O', light reaches X, X" 
at the same instant and reaches X' 
somewhat later. Thus events which 
are simultaneous to O are not so to O' 
and the measurement of time accord­
ing to O does not agree with 0''s 
reckoning. 

Thus we come to one aspect of the revolu­
tion that Einstein brought in physics (or shall 
we say, philosophy) : the length of time inter­
nal is observer-dependent or as is more popu­
larly said, the passage of time is a relative 
phenomenon. 

Einstein introduced two basic postulates to 
take care of the new situation and these led 
to quite a number of important consequences. 
Here we mention only the most remarkable 
amongst them. Firstly, the mass of a body, 
the longituudinal dimensions of a body and the 
temporal interval between two events, all 
depend on the velocity of the observer. 
Secondly, there is an 'equivalence' between 
mass and energy in that there may be a trans­
formation in either direction and the pre­
viously current principles of conservation of 
mass and energy became unified into a single 
conservation principle, where an imbalance in 
the account of mass may be compensated by 
that of energy and vice versa. We all know 
the importance of this mass energy squivalence. 
On the one hand we live under the agonising 
fear of an all destructive nuclear war and on 
the other hand we are welcoming the ushering 
in of an era with a promise of abundance of 
nuclear energy. 

Einstein's genius did not stop here, he gave 
an altogether new idea of gravitation. Newton 
had taught us that gravitation was an attrac­

tive force and it caused an acceleration and in 
the important case of planetary motion, it 
gave us elliptic orbits in place of open straight 
lines along which the planets would have 
moved in the absence of gravitation. Einstein 
abolished the idea of gravitational attraction 
and extended the idea of straight lines. If we 
consider two points on a flat surface, we can 
join them by means of an infinity of lines but 
amongst them, the straight line is the shortest. 
Now, let us take a non-flat surface, say, that 
of a sphere. Again you can join any two 
points on the surface by an infinity of lines but 
you cannot call any of them to be straight. 
(Mind it, you are permitted to draw only lines 
«'hich lie entirely on the surface of the sphere • 
just image that the points other than on the 
surface simply do not exist for you. To use 
a technical language, you space is the two-
dimensional spherical surface). But still you 
can identify one amongst these lines which is 
shortest in length. These lines are called 
geodesies. 

Minkowski had shown that Einstein's 
special theory of relativity could be given a 
beautiful geometrical interpretation if one 
considered the three space dimensions and time 
on a somewhat similar footing so as to obtain 
a four-dimensional "space-time". In special 
relativity this space-time geometry was similar 
to that on a flat surface so that you could 
draw ordinary straight lines. Now Einstein 
brought in the idea that in the presence of 
matter, the flatness is lost, but, of course, you 
can still have geodesies. These geodesies, 
according to Einstein, were the possible paths 
of material particles. His equations, called 
the field equation of general relattivity, deter­
mine the geometry of the space-time when the 
matter distribution is specified so that one can 
calculate the form of geodesies. In this way 
not only did he recover the familiar results of 
Newtonian gravitation and mechanics but also 
could explain a small anomaly in the motion 
of the planet Mercury which had previously 
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defied any understanding in the Newtonian 
scheme. 

Scientists constitute a very sceptic and con­
servative community and they were not at 
all willing to accept the idea of a four-dimen­
sional non-flat geometry (in more technical 
language, non-Euclidean geometry). However 
the observational confirmation of two predic­
tions of Einstein made a great impression. 
Einstein predicted that light would also be 
affected by geometry and in passing near a 
star, a light ray would undergo a little bend­
ing. The other prediction may be explained 
as follows. If we examine the light emitted 
by an element (the emission may be obtained 
by a variety of ways like heating, passing an 
electric discharge, etc.) then the light is found 
to contain some specific wavelengths charac­

teristic of the particular element. Suppose that 
the same element is emitting light on the sur­
face of a star and also on earth. Gravitation 
is much stronger on the surface of the star 
than on earth (for this purpose the measure 
of gravitation is a quantity obtained by divid­
ing the mass of the star or earth by the corre­
sponding radius). Then Einstein's theory 
requires that the light from the star, when 
examined on the earthy will be found to have 
a wavelength slightly greater than the standard 
value on earth. As we have already stated, 
both these predictions were beautifully verified. 

There was also another great challenge to 
the physics of the ninetetenth century. Al­
though the solution came in one great develop­
ment—the advent of quantum mechanics—the 
trouble appeared in apparently unrelated fields. 
Thus one could not understand the thermal 
properties at very low temperatures, or the 
peculiar distribution of energy amongst 
different wavelengths in 'black-body radiation'. 
The physicist was also puzzled that to extract 
electrons from bodies by means of light, the 
wavelengths of light must be below a thres­
hold value, irrespective of the intensity of 

light. Above all, there was the problem of 
the origin of light of characteristic wavelengths 
emitted by elements and indeed one wondered 
how the atom, consisting of charges of oppo­
site sign, managed to survive at all. 

The development of quantum mechanics 
came not at one stroke nor from a single man. 
The ball was set rolling by Planck who was 
himself very doubtful about his brain child— 
the hypothesis that in some way there is a dis­
continuity in the energy exchange between 
matter and radiation. To Einstein went the 
credit of extending the idea and showing that 
basically the idea of discreteness in energy 
could offer, an explanation of both the ther­
mal properties at low temperature and the 
existence of threshold wavelengths in case of 
electron emission by light. Indeed it was this 
last work that won for him the Nobel Prize 
(Relativity, with all its successes and profound 
effects even beyond the domain of physics 
remained unrecognised by the august judges 
of the Nobel award). 

Today, when nearly a quarter century has 
passed since the demise of Einstein^ observa­
tions are revealing a universe which is much 
more mysterious than man ever imagined. 
There are the pulsars or stars predominantly 
of neutrons and with a mass similar to that 
of the sun but concentrated in a sphere of 
for kilometres radius; the quasars apparently 
are pouring out enormous amounts of energy 
whose origin remains a puzzle and we are 
wondering whether there actually exist black 
holes which have a power to suck in every­
thing but from 'whose bourne no traveller 
returns'. To crown all, we live in an expand­
ing universe which was apparently born with 
a bang some ten billion years ago. 

Will Einstein's theories be able to provide 
us "With an understanding of all these or will 
it yield its place to some as yet unknown 
theory? Well, the future alone can tell-
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A Ball, a Ship, a Clock, 
. . . and a Star 

SuMiT RANJAN DAS 

It has become customary to associate the 
word relativity with Einstein, but the idea of 
relativity is as old as modem physics itself. 
The idea originated with Galileo. The Coper-
nican Revolution was nearing its completion 
and it was time to remove all objections to the 
Copemican scheme, particularly those asso­
ciated with the motion of the earth. There 
was one outstanding problem : suppose you 
threw a ball vertically up into the air, fast 
enough to rise very high; surely it couldn't 
fall down, to the same point from which it 
was projected, for during the time the ball 
went up and fell down, the earth had moved ! 
Though no one had thrown up balls fast 
enough, balls could easily be thrown up from 
moving ships. They were indeed thrown, and 
they all fell down exactly from where they 
were projected^ provided the ship sailed 
smoothly, moving with a constant speed along 
a straight line. Thus the idea grew that some­
how the ball was acquiring the motion of the 
ship. 

Things are, however, different when the 
ship is accelerated. In that case, the ball does 
not fall down to the same point. We are thus 
led to suspect that "res I" ard "uniform velo­
city in a straight line" are somehow equivalent 
situations and both differ from accelerated 
motion. This fact is embodied in Galileo's law 
of inertia (restated by Newton and known as 

the First Law of Motion). This law simply 
asserts the equivalence of rest and uniform 
velocity and distinguishes them from accelera 
tion by means of the idea of force. When you 
find that a body is changing its speed or direc­
tion of motion, or both, you say that there is 
a force acting on it. 

This immediately solves ('or rather this 
points to a solution to) our ball problem. If 
rest and uniform motion in a straight line are 
equivalent, a ship at rest is as good as a ship 
in uniform motion, and one might expect that 
a ball behaves similarly in both situations. 

By solving our ball problem we have arrived 
at the Galilean Principle of Relativity. This 
principle simply extends the validity of the 
equivalence of rest and uniform motion to all 
laws of nature. You cannot perform any 
experiment that will distinguish a ship at rest 
from a ship saiHng smoothly (of course, the 
latter is covered all over so that you cannot 
see the outside world). 

There is a technical way of saying this, and 
that helps us immensely in stating facts more 
generally. Our two ships constitute what are 
called two "reference frames". To understand 
what that means let us discuss the following 
problem : suppose you want to tell your 
friend about an explosion you have seen (there 
is nothing special about an explosion, it can 
be anything interesting, and physicists call 
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anything interesting and worthy of communi­
cation an event). The first thing you must 
tell him is the place where it occurred. If you 
are an expert in telling that precisely and con­
cisely (there are many people who can do 
that) what you do is essentially the following. 
First, you chose a reference point, say a tree, 
and then tell him : go half a kilometre north, 
and then five hundred feet east, and then rise 
fifty-five feet up in the air (the explosion may 
occur on the fifth floor of a building). Essen­
tially, you have supplied your friend with three 
numbers. You can give him more if you like, 
but three is enough. This is what is meant by 
the statement that space is three-dimensional. 
The next thing you must tell your friend is 
the time at which it occurred. In all you have 
given him four numbers to specify an event. 
That means space-time is four-dimensional. 
That this is so was not proved by Einstein ; 
people knew about that a long time ago. What 
Einstein did was to show that the fourth 
dimension has some miracles to perform, and 
that is why the idea of a four-dimensional 
world is commonly associated with his name. 

How do you measure these numbers? The 
first three, called the spatial dimensions, you 
measure out by a measuring scale. The fourth 
you measure by a clock. Instead of carrying 
the stick all the time you can think (and this 
is where scientific imagination comes in) that 
you fill out all space with a mesh of measuring 
scales and clocks. Then all you have to do 
is to mark out a point somewhere in the mesh 
and read the nearby clock. That is indeed 
easier. This mesh of scales and clocks filling 
out all space is called a reference frame by 
physicists. 

In our newly learnt jargon, the principle of 
relativity may be stated as follows: A refer­
ence frame at rest is equivalent to a reference 
frame in uniform motion. 

We are talking of rest and motion ; but in 
relation to whom or what? The mast of a 
moving ship is at rest relative to the ship. 

but surely it moves relative to the ground. 
One way out is to decide that we shall do 
all things relative to the earth. But that creates 
problems, and we shall not enter into these 
problems. We only note that the trouble arises 
because of the earth's rotation, and rotation is 
a troublesome motion. So we prefer to talk 
in terms of some stars that remain nearly 
"fixed" in the sky, and that makes things 
better. When we say that a body is at rest we 
mean that it is at rest relative to the fixed 
stars. 

Now we must needs introduce another 
jargon : inertial frame. This is simply a refer­
ence frame that is either at rest or in uniform 
motion along a straight line with respect to 
the fixed stars. The Relativity Principle may 
now be restated as : All inertial reference 
frames are equivalent. Another way of putting 
this is to say that the laws of physics are the 
same in all inertial reference frames. 

All was well with this principle until in the 
late nineteenth century electromagnetism and 
optics created troubles. It was found that 
electromagnetic laws looked different in differ­
ent reference frames. In fact it was assumed 
that there existed a special reference frame, 
the "ether", in which we got a correct descrip­
tion of optical phenomena. Evidently this 
violated the Principle of Relativity. But it also 
did something else. It asserted that the velo­
city of light was different in different reference 
frames. There was nothing weird in that. It 
was well known that light was wave motion, 
and velocities of waves indeed depended upon 
the reference frame in which they were 
measured. 

So people set out to prove the existence of 
ether in the following way. According to the 
ether hypothesis, the speed of light was the 
same in all directions only in the ether frame. 
For frames moving with respect to the ether, 
the speeds in the direction of motion and 
against the direction of motion must be 
different. As the earth moved through the 
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ether, such a discrepancy in the speed of light 
can be measured on the earth. These efforts 
resulted in something very strange : no such 
difference was detected. 

Physicists were terribly confused. Various 
theories cropped up, until in 1905 Einstein 
interfered with a proposal that was even more 
weird. What Einstein asserted was this : 
why not be brave and accept the fact that the 
speed of light is the same in all reference 
frames as a law of nature? And why not 
assert that the ether is a fiction, and along 
with other physical laws, the laws of electro-
magnetism are also the same in all inertial 
reference frames? This is Einstein's Principle 
of Relativity. This was not something radi­
cally different from Galileo's version. It was, 
however, more confident, and it asserted that 
all laws are same in all inertial frames. 

But the postulates of the constancy of the 
velocity of light had drastic consequences and 
brought about one of the most profound 
revolutions in physics. To appreciate that we 
look at things more closely. 

Suppose you are to compare two events 
separated by a very large distance^ say, two 
explosions, one occurring at Delhi and the 
other at Calcutta. How can you do that? You 
can say that we already have a mesh of scales 
and clocks filling out all space. All you have 
to do is note down the readings of the scales 
and clocks at the Delhi and Calcutta explo­
sions. But then the two clocks at Calcutta and 
Delhi must be synchronised. If they are not, 
our clock-mesh is a bad mesh. How to do 
that? To do that you have to communicate 
between Calcutta and Delhi. For example you 
can ring up a friend at Delhi and tell him to 
set his clock exactly in accordance with your 
own clock. There lies the trouble. This is 
because information via the telephone wire 
takes some time to reach Delhi and your friend 
will set his clock wrongly. There would have 
been no problem if we had signals carrying 
information with infinite speed. We do not 

have that. But we do have a signal that has 
a finite speed which is the same in all refer­
ence frames, and that is light. Suppose you 
send a light flash from Calcutta. It takes a 
certain time to reach Delhi. Since the speed 
of light is constant, it takes the same time to 
come back to Calcutta. So what you do is 
this : you send a series of light signals from 
Calcutta to Delhi, get them reflected there and 
receive them back at Calcutta. One of these 
signals reaches Delhi just when the explosion 
takes place there (let us say that you can dis­
tinguish by some means this particular flash) 
and you note down the time after which it 
reaches you back. Let this time bi t. Then if 
this particular signal was sent at time T, the 

explosion at Delhi occurred at the time T + -r-

Now you have a way to tell whether the two 
explosions are simultaneous. If the explosion 
at Calcutta occurs at time T', the two explo­
sions are simultaneous if T' = T + i t. 

Now we shall see that something strange 
occurs. Suppose you have a rod and a light 
source at the centre of it. The rod is moving 
with respect to you along its length (you are 
fixed to an inertial frame). We send two 
flashes of light towards the two ends. We have 
an arrangement so that when the flashes reach 
the two ends, clicks are made. Further, as the 
flash in the forward direction (that is, in the 
direction of motion) moves, clicks are made 
at all points. Now do not forget that there is 
a background of measuring scales constituting 
your reference frame. So you also have an 
arrangement so that all the clicks make marks 
on the measuring scale along which it moves, 
and let us say that we can distinguish each 
mark from the rest. 

What happens to the flashes to someone 
fixed with respect to the rod (i.e. someone who 
is also moving relative to you along with the 
rod)? To this observer, the rod is at rest and 
nothing can occur that can tell him that the 
rod is moving. That is what the Principle of 
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Relativity says. So to him, the clicks at the 
two ends are indeed simultaneous. 

How does the experiment appear in your 
frame? While the two light flashes move from 
the centre to the ends, the rear end has 
approached the flash by a small amount, while 
the front end has receded from the flash by 
the same amount. But by Einstein's postulate, 
the speeds of the flashes are same in both the 
directions. So the flash reaching the rear end 
takes a shorter time than the flash reaching 
the front end. Thus to you the two clicks at 
the ends are not simultaneous. Note that if 
the speed of light was not constant, the speed 
in the backward direction would have been 
less than in the forward direction, and this 
would have compensated things so that the 
two clicks would remain simultaneous. It is 
the postulate of constancy of the velocity of 
light that brings out the breach of simul­
taneity. We thus arrive at the important con­
clusion that events that are simultaneous in 
one frame may not be simultaneous in another 
frame. 

It is important to note two important points. 
Firs', if the rod moved perpendicular to its 
length, there would have been no problem. 
The ends would have neither receded nor 
approached the flashes and the two clicks would 
have been simultaneous all right. So the 
breach of simultaneity occurs only along the 
direction of relative motion. Secondly, there 
is no breach of simultaneity for events occur-
ing at the same point. The problem arises 
only for points separated in space. 

How do we measure the length of a rod? 
We place it along a measuring stick and mark 
out the positions of the two ends on the stick. 
But what happens when the stick is moving? 

T—'—r~" 
I I CLick 
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If we make the marks at different times, our 
length measurement would be in a mess, since 
the length would depend on the time difference. 
Surely we would not like such a queer length. 
So we decide that we mark out the positions 
of the ends at the same time. This means that 
the markings must be made simultaneously. 
In our experiment the clicks were making 
marks on the mesh-scale. To the observer 
fixed to the rod, the clicks at two ends are 
simultaneous, and so he calls AB the "length 
of the rod". To you, however, the clicks at 
the two ends are not simultaneous. But surely, 
one of the clicks made by the forward going 
flash must be simultaneous with the click at 
the rear end. The click at the front end occurs 
later, and, therefore, the click simultaneous 
with the rear-end-click must make a mark on 
the mesh-scale at some point in between the 
centre and the front end. We call this point C. 
Thus, you will call AC "the length of the rod" 
and this is surely less than AB. So we end 
up in something fascinating : The rod looks 
contracted when seen from outside. It is 
evident from the above discussion that there 
would be no length contraction if the rod 
moved perpendicular to itself. 

It is important to appreciate that nothing 
drastic occurs to the rod itself. The contrac­
tion is a result of the process of measurement. 
What the Relativity Theory asserts is that the 
definition of the length of a rod which we 
adopted is the only sensible definition. 

There is somethiig which is even more 
strange. We consider a special kind of clock. 
This consists of a flashgun and a mirror. A 
flash is emitted from the gun, reflected fron^ 
the mirror, and the moment it reaches back 
to the gun, another flash is emitted. So flashes 
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are emitted .at regular intervals of time, and 
our clock is a clock in the true sense of the 
term. Let us now place this clock on a moving 
train so that the gun is on the floor and the 
mirror is under the ceiling. This we do in 
order to avoid complications of contraction of 
the distance between the gun and the mirror. 
(You can see that in this case the line joining 
the gun and the mirror is moving perpendi­
cular to itself and hence there is no contrac­
tion). We view this clock from the ground 
(which we assume to be an inertial frame). 
So this clock moves through the mesh of scales 
and clocks (local clocks) fixed to us. We make 
an arrangement (we are very clever people ; 
we can make all sorts of arrangements) so that 
every time our special clock ticks, i.e. every 
time a flash is sent, a mark is made on the 
mesh clock near it so that we can tell the time 
of the tick. In this way we can measure the 
time unit of our special clock by noting down 
the times of adjacent ticks. 

^fJ/£///ft f^lRROI^ 

Since our special clock is moving relative 
to us, the light flash of the clock follows an 
oblique path. Since the speed of light is the 
same in all directions even when viewed from 
our frame, the light takes a much longer time 
than it would have taken if the special clock 
was at rest. However, to the observer fixed 
to the train on which the clock moves, the 
clock is at rest. Thus my measurement of the 
clock's time unit is definitely larger than his 
measurement of the clock's time unit. But 
both of us claim to measure the time unit of 
the clock, and so we do not agree. Thus we 
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arrive at the third fascinating conclusion : 
Moving clocks appear to run slow. 

One might object that it is improper tc 
arrive at conclusions about time intervals in 
general from considerations of a special kind 
of clock. It is easy to see that nothing depends 
on the special nature of the clock. You can 
have any kind of clock you like. Suppose you 
have your wrist watch. You can surely build 
a special clock which sends a flash every time 
your watch ticks. Then if your watch and the 
special clock travel together, they always 
remain synchronised, since there is no rela­
tive motion between them. Therefore, if the 
special clock appears to run slow when viewed 
from outside, your watch must also run slow. 

In fact, this time dilation is very general. 
It is valid for clocks in our body. Our body 
involves a complex of clocks, your pulse for 
example. Growth take place according to 
these biological clocks. Therefore, if your 
friend travels very fast in a spacecraft, you 
will find that he is growing old slowly and it 
is very likely that while you grow very old 
and weak, your friend remains young and 
strong. Don't worry : it needs fantastic speeds 
for such effects to be discernible—speeds of 
the order of the speed of light, and technology 
is far from achieving such speeds. So, that 
sort of thing is unlikely to occur in your life­
time. 

We have seen how moving rods appear to 
be contracted, and moving clocks appear to 
run slow. Now we consider two rods A and 
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B in relative motion. They measure the same 
when both are at rest. Now you give a motion 
to B, while A remains at rest. Then B appears 
contracted and, therefore, looks shorter than 
A. However, to a frame attached to B, A is 
moving. And Relativity asserts that the B-
frame is as good as the A frame. So the B-
frame observer declares that A is shorter than 
B. The result appears paradoxical. However, 
if you probe the matter a little you will find 
that nothing is strange or wrong. When the 
man in the A-frame takes measurements^ he 
uses his own definition of length, i.e. his own 
definition of simultaneity. When the man in 

B-frame measures he uses his own definition 
of simultaneity. We saw that simultaniety is 
a relative concept. So though both S-man 
and A-msLU claim to measure the same thing, 
they are actually measuring quite different 
things. And no wonder the results of measure­
ment of different quantities are different. The 
same kind of paradox is posed by two mov­
ing clocks C and D. The C-frame man says 
that D is slower than C The D-frame man 
says that C is slower than D. It is evident 
that this too has to be explained in the above 
manner. 

We have talked a lot and it is time we looked 
back. We started with the principle of rela­
tivity and saw how Einstein reasserted its truth 
together with the postulate of constancy of the 
speed of light. Nowadays people believe that 
the latter postulate is actually a redundance. 
This can be deduced from the relativity prin­
ciple and other general considerations. That 

is, however, beyond the scope of this article. 
Anyway this fact tells us something very im­
portant. If we are to compare the resuhs of 
the measurements of the same phenomenon 
made by frames in relative motion, we have to 
apply corrections for the "length contraction" 
and "time dilation" and "Breach of simul­
taneity". If we do that a host of contractions 
and dilations follow. The mass of a moving 
body, for example, appears to be less. 

Till recent years it was unanimously believed 
that the theory of relativity also implied that 
there cannot be any particle with a speed 
exceeding the velocity of light. Nowadays, 
however, it is believed by some that this is 
not true : the existence of particles called 
tachyons, with speeds exceeding that of Ught, 
does not contradict the special theory of rela­
tivity. The controversy, however, continues, 
and as yet no tachyon has been detected. 

These are erudite matters and it is best not 
to discuss them here. Even the simple length 
contraction and time dilation appear to con­
tradict common sense after seventy-three years 
of relativity. Let us note that if we do not 
apply corrections for time dilation and length 
contraction in establishing correspondence 
between frames, the laws of physics would look 
different in different inertial reference frames. 
That would contradict the Principle of Rela­
tivity. We do not want that, for we simply 
believe in the Principle of Relativity. So we 
have to accept these facts, however queer they 
may appear. There is no way out. 
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Conrad and Colonialism 
Heart of Darkness 

SUPRIYA CHAUDHURI 

The complexity of Conrad's work is not sim­
ply in his themes but in the relations between 
these themes and the materials of the stories. 
This recognition, apparently simple, is not 
always enforced. The easy proliferation of 
symbolist readings of Conrad, the limiting of 
response and interpretation to certain recur­
rent themes like exile, guilt, betrayal and lone­
liness, obscures for us the fundamental import­
ance of the contexts in which these are found. 
Recent criticism of Conrad tends to isolate 
those psychological or stylistic elements in the 
novels which, considered in the abstract, can 
relate Conrad to more modern writers. I 
think it is necessary to insist that it is the 
actual backgrounds of the stories which clarify, 
reinforce and indeed justify these elements. 

This is iespecially the case when Conrad 
seems deliberately to be commenting on his­
tory, when the external situation is not simply 
a background but something to be grasped and 
understood. Conrad's dillerence flrom other 
writers who treat of the colonial experience is 
in the quality of his detachment and sympathy; 
unlike Kipling for instance he seems an out­
sider, involved in an effort to understand 
where others might be content to assume. 
Certainly the actual stuff of life in the colonies 
is not as important to him as it is to Kipling ; 
he is not interested simply in describing. In 
the early Malay stories his vision is very 
much that of an observer, involved but criti-
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cal, able to make connexions, and to judge in 
a way that more rooted writers could not do. 
In these individual tragedies of European 
involvement with the East we encounter the 
characteristic Conradian problems of aliena­
tion, guilt and the need for discipline. These 
are issues that return to perplex us jn every 
one of Conrad's novels, but we should notice 
that the central problem—the need to cling to 
principle of one kind or another because of 
the unfamiliarity or hostility of external cir­
cumstances, the absence of any defined set 
of values and standards, the sense of strange­
ness and loneliness—is an integral part of the 
colonial experience. Conrad's concern is with 
characters who have failed to retain their 
integrity or self-restraint, have been betrayed 
by the gap between ethic and advantage, or 
have found the means to survive either in a 
saving illusion or in the devotion to duty : 
Almayer, Willems, Marlow in Youth. 

Conrad's central effort to present these pro­
blems is—apart from that great and complex 
work, Nostromo,—in one short novel. Heart 
of Darkness. Of this work we could say that 
colonialism is in fact its subject. Conrad 
returns here to the same area of his experience 
—the Congo episode—out of which he took 
the early short story An Outpost of Progress : 
an account of two white traders, insignificant 
and commonplace, who disintegrate in solitude 
and strange surroundings; finally one shoots 
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the other and hangs himself. Conrad's own 
comment on this story might be true of Heart 
of Darkness : "all the bitterness of those days, 
all my puzzled wonder as to the meaning of 
all I saw—all my indignation at masquerading 
philanthropy have been with me again while 
I wrote."! 

Heart of Darkness itself, Conrad said, is 
experience pushed only a very little beyond 
the facts^. Conrad's own trip to the Congo in 
1890 may have been a turning-point in his 
life : he is reported to have said, evidently 
with some exaggeration, to Garnet that "before 
the Congo I was a mere animal". His reasons 
for taking a job with the Societe Anonyme 
pour le Commerce du Haut Congo were 
largely those ascribed to Marlow in the novel 
— t̂he fascination exerted upon him by the 
map of Africa, and "one river especially. . . 
resembling an immense snake uncoiled".^ 
Conrad returned from the Congo after four 
months, physically in a state of collapse ; and 
thirty-three years after those experiences he 
had not lost his indignation at the cruelty and 
greed of Europeans engaged in "the vilest 
scramble for loot that ever disfigured the his­
tory of human conscience and geographical 
exploration".* When Conrad went to the 
Congo he had started to write Almayer's 
Folly; Heart of Darkness was written eight 
years after. 

The meaning of Heart of Darkness is much 
debated, as if it were possible to locate a 
meaning at the heart of Marlow's search for 
Kurtz, while in fact it is the search for mean­
ing and the haze of meanings surrounding "an 

All quotations from Conrad's writings are made from 
the Uniform Edition, London, 1923-8. 

1- Letter to Fisher Unwin, 22 July 1896, in A 
Conrad Memorial Library ; the Collection of George 
T. Keating, New York, 1929, pp. 61-2. 

2H iAuthor's Note : Youth, A Narrative and 
Two Other Stories, p. xi. 

3- "Heart of Darkness" : Youth, p. 53. 
4- "Geography and Some Explorers" : Last 

Essays, p. 17. 

inconclusive experience" that are the point of 
the story. Of this we are warned at the start: 
the meaning of this episode is not in its heart, 
"not inside like a kernel" but in the way it 
is experienced. The opening analogy with the 
Roman conquest of Britain, enforced by a 
remarkable visual parallel between the darkness 
of the Thames and that of the Congo, pro-
Vidfes the terms in which Marlow sees his 
story : "The conquest of the earth, which 
mostly means the taking it away from those 
who have a different complexion or slightly 
flatter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty 
thing when you look into it too much. What 
redeems it is the idea only."^ Marlow's trip 
to the Congo is partly in search of this saving 
idea, of the principle on which colonizing is 
conducted. 

The start to the episode is not reassuring : 
the Company's city office in Brussels, with 
the grass sprouting through the paving stones, 
the Defargian wopien in the outer room and 
the story of Fresleven's death and the grass 
growing through his bones in an abandoned 
village. The somewhat explicit symbolism of 
all this makes us as uneasy as Marlow is with 
the confusion of motives attributed to him ; 
his aunt's vicarious philanthropy, her enthu­
siasm over his civilising mission of "weaning 
those ignorant millions from their horrid ways" 
("I ventured to hint that the Company was 
run for profit") are in this context grotesque. 
The same confusion, in remarkable coincidence, 
is to be found in Leopold's annexation of the i 
Congo in the interests of commerce and 
philanthropy. Henry Morton Stanley's account 
of this, in The Congo and the Founding of 
Its Free State, published in 1885, the year 
Leopold formally became Souverain de I'Etat 
Independant du Congo, is particularly interest­
ing : 

"our purpose is threefold : philanthropic, 
scientific, and commercial. They are [sic'[ \ 

5- "Heart of Darkness" : Youth, p. 51. 

Presidency College Magazine 1978 28 Conrad and Colonialism 



philanthropic, inasmuch as our principal aim 
is to open the interior by weaning the tribes 
below and above from that savage and sus­
picious state which they are now in, and to 
rouse them up to give material aid volun-
tarily."^ 

Stanley's book was, substantially, a plea for 
capital investment in the exploitation of 
Africa, the "remunerative enterprise" for 
which he had been campaigning since his first 
return from the Dark Continent. This to him 
was a charitable mission, its object being 
to "rescue Africa from the slough of despond 
and inutility" and to promote "the true civilis­
ing influence which are seen in the advance­
ment of commerce and Christian missions".' 
For most Victorians there was no inconsist­
ency in this conjunction: Palmerston had 
visualized commerce as "leading civilization 
with one hand, and peace with the other, to 
render mankind happier, wiser, better."^ The 
annexation of the Congo, which from 1885 to 
1908 was the personal property of Leopold II 
of Belgium, was a remarkable instance of 
imperialism whose sole driving force was com­
mercial greed : what Stanley approvingly 
called an "enormous voracity". Such philan­
thropic aims as were involved were inextric­
ably confused with the economic motive; 
political considerations or larger ethical prin­
ciples were practically not invoked. 

Conrad, who is one of the few nineteenth-
century writers to connect imperialism with 
egoism,9 evidently doesn't look for the idea 
behind empire in the dubious philanthropy of 

6- Letter to Mr. Albert Jung, 7 January 1879, 
in The Congo and the Founding of Its Free State : 
A Story of Work and Exploration, by H. M. Stanley, 
London, 1885, Vol. 1, p. 30. 

T- Ibid., p. XV. 
8. Hansard 3rd ser. LX col. 619, 16 Feb. 1842, 

quoted in Africa and the Victorians : The Official 
Mind of Imperialism, by R. Robinson and J. Galla­
gher, London, 1961, p. 2. 

9- "Autocracy and War" : Notes on Life and 
Letters, p. 107. 

commerce. Marlow's search for Kurtz is in 
the hope of something that might more truly 
redeem man from the consequences of his own 
rapacity, an unselfish Relief that can make 
sense of all these proceedings. Marlow is 
confronted everywhere with meaninglessness: 
Fresleven's death, the Swede who hangs him­
self on the road for no apparent reason—the 
country or the heat, no one exactly knows. 
Coasting past the shore, his isolation amongst 
the crew of the steamer and his separation 
from the land seems to keep him "in the toils 
of a mournful and senseless delusion". The 
mysteriousness is not in the continent; it is 
Marlow's lack of contact with it, the condition 
of the coasting passenger, that makes the 
spectacle appear meaningless and oppressive. 
The action of the surf, the savages in the 
canoe are natural and straightforward : they 
need no excuse for being there. What seems 
to lack reality, confound the sense of the 
scene, is the colonial presence. Even the names 
of the ports sound unreal; the French gun­
boat, "there she was, incomprehensible, firing 
into a continent", is felt by Marlow .o be part 
of an insane farce. 

At the Company station we are faced with 
nothing but the spectacle of appalling waste, 
blindness and cruelty—a rapacious and pitiless 
folly. The black tribesmen who have been 
pressed into service and are dying of disease 
and starvation in unfamiliar surroundings have 
no means of comprehending what has happened 
to them' "Black shapes crouched, lay, sat be­
tween the tree leaning against the trunks, c'ing-
ing to the earth, half coming out, half effaced 
within the dim light, in all the attitudes of 
pain, abandonment and despair."io Heart 
of Darkness is in its way as savage an 
indictment of the atrocities of Leopold's rule 
in the Congo as Roger Casement's Congo 
Report of 1903, made when he was the British 

10. "Heart of Darkness" ; Youth, p. 66. 
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Consul at Boma, or the accounts of Edmund 
Morel. Yet the nature of the book is not 
documentary : Conrad though recording the 
effects of detribalization and forced labour is 
concerned less with particular cruelties than 
with the essential moral illegitimacy of colonial 
rule. For the African "criminals", law like 
death is an insoluble mystery; in Marlow's 
horrified disgust and pity we are made con­
scious of the complete irrelevance of the 
European social order in this strange land. 
The traders and the tribesmen exist in a state 
of mutual incomprehension; to the settler the 
native is, as Fanon puts it, "the unconscious 
and irretrievable instrument of blind forces"." 
It is in this conflict, endemic to imperialism, 
that Conrad finds terms for a parallel with 
the tension of the known and the unknown in 
human consciousness. 

The rhetorical imprecision of Heart of 
Darkness is a critical problem of some com­
plexity. Marlow's painful hesitance, his back­
tracking, his uneasy reliance on such words as 
"inscrutable", "incomprehensible", "mys­
terious", all point to language being strained, 
here, beyond its normal limits ; Marlow feels 
constantly that it cannot express what he sees. 
for many this is proof of the essential insub-
stantiality of Conrad's rhetoric, the hollowness 
at the heart of what seems enormously signi­
ficant. Of Kurtz's language and what is said 
of him this may, designedly, be true; but in 
the language of the novel as a whole what 
seems vague, muffled or inadequate reflects 
an important limitation in Marlow's own 
experience. We should not confuse expres­
sion of failure with failure of expression; 
Marlow is conscious that what happens here 
in the darkness will not yield to language or 
analysis because he cannot understand it. 

If Marlow, then, calls Africa an implacable 

11- The Wretched of the Earth, by Franz Fanon, 
trans, by C. Farrington, London, 1965; "Concerning 
Violence". 

force brooding over an inscrutable destiny, a 
wilderness that is oppressive and incomprehen­
sible, we should realize that he is reduced to 
these terms because he feels his separation 
from it. The wilderness is a mystery to him 
and to us because we have no business with 
it; the colonial presence is itself "a fantastic 
invasion". Conrad is not, in this novel, 
describing Africa or what kinds of savagery 
go on it. Marlow's concern is rather with 
why the Belgians, the "pilgrims", the Eldorado 
Exploring Expedition, are there : apparently 
quite unfathomably except in the chaos of 
greed and folly. The total lack of relation 
between the colonizers' exploitation and the 
life of the continent make both appear equally 
anarchic. One is saved from a complete sur­
render to this anarchy by devotion, as Marlow 
realizes, to work, to surface realities, to duty. 
The accountant at the station, efficient, rigid, 
narrow, is to be respected because he has that 
kind of integrity. Yet to preserve this entails 
that he "hate those savages", whose presence 
is so much at odds with his fanatical devotion 
to correct entries. The work ethic which pre­
serves sanity is also ultimately inadequate, 
because it refuses to recognise what is around 
it. This is wny Marlow is so impressed by the 
stories he is told of Kurtz, who is remarkable 
in that he has an idea, a principle or vision 
to which he is committed, which might redeem 
cruelty and folly, make sense of the colonizers' 
presence, and establish terms wherein to under-" 
stand Africa. Kurtz is "a prodigy ; an emis­
sary of pity and science and progress" ; he is 
at the same time the Company's best agent 
and has collected vast quantities of ivory. 

Marlow's trip up the river takes him further 
into the mystery of this experience, and in 
volves him more deeply in its consequences. 
For although he too might seem to cling to 
the work ethic, to the actual needs of steering 
the steamboat so as not to be tempted ashore 
"for a howl and a dance", Marlow is not con-
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fined to this narrow salvation. It is in the 
terms of his imaginative apprehension of the 
whole of what he sees that we read the story. 
As he drifts by it, the wilderness seems "like 
evil or truth, waiting for the passing away of 
this fantastic invasion"—a silent land, mys­
terious in its concealed life. Even Stanley 
felt this when he wrote of "the unspeakable 
loneliness" and silence of the African forest: 
but this wilderness, he felt, had been made by 
two centuries of the slave trade, and would be 
removed in the coming age of fruitful com­
merce. For Marlow, though, the wilderness 
is still there, and commerce, clearly, has 
brought no light with it. The stubborn details 
of what Marlow sees : the savage uproar on 
the banks, the restraint of the cannibal crew 
of the boat, the eager loyalty of the harlequin 
Russian, Kurtz's last disciple, are to him 
insoluble mysteries, yet they show man inexph-
cably still to be man, even in this wilderness. 
And indeed such reahzations are more disturb­
ing even than the sense of total alienation. 
Marlow is shaken by the thought of his 
"remote kinship with this wild and passionate 
uproar" on the banks, for what seems strange 
and anarchic is in him as it is in these savages. 
It is to belittle Conrad to suggest that the 
whole experience is psychic. Africa here is a 
felt presence, it exists : but it will remain 
finally unknown so long as men seek to use 
it simply to gratify the anarchy of their own 
desires and greeds. In this sense Africa is 
what you make of it. 

All of these realizations are brought together 
as Marlow at last encounters Kurtz. Kurtz 
contains and doesn't contain the meaning of 
the novel: the meaning is what Marlow makes 
of his whole journey, but that journey's 
ambiguous end is Kurtz. All Europe, we are 
told, contributed to the making of Kurtz; and, 
enormously articulate, he has expressed the 
imperialist idea, from its beginnings in lofty 
altruism to its ironic end in "Exterminate all 
the brutes !" Marlow's search for the idea 

behind empire thus ends in the moral chaos 
of a Kurtz; for Kurtz, sometime member of 
"the gang of virtue", has himself surrendered 
to the lust for power and the consciousness 
of exercising it. He has not discovered the 
wilderness; the wilderness has whispered to 
him things about himself which he did not 
know. He lacked restraint, we are told, in the 
gratification of his various lusts; he has 
aUowed himself to be deified, and his victims 
are not even enemies or criminals, but 
"rebels". At the heart of the darkness we find 
the heart that is compounded of darkness, and 
this might prompt us to read the whole novel 
as the account of an interior journey, and to 
assign to Africa a symbolic rather than literal 
meaning. Yet surely there is, here, the inescap­
able sense that this surrender to anarchy is 
peculiarly the product of an encounter with 
a wilderness not understood on any terms save 
those provided by greed, the thirst for power, 
and the intoxication of solitude. The unspeak­
able rites that Kurtz engaged in have no final 
relevance : Conrad is not interested in 
anthropological enquiries. Like James, he is 
interested not in what happens, but what it 
means to the persons involved. Kurtz sees 
the horror in his heart because he surrenders 
to the self. Yet Kurtz is remarkable, too, 
because he has lived through it all to the end, 
and realized the horror that is at the heart 
of such an experience. It is for this that he 
commands Marlow's paradoxical loyalty, as 
he commanded the devotion of the harlequin 
Russian—"Oh, he enlarged my mind! "i^— and 
Marlow forms with him one of those un­
expected partnerships that we find in Conrad's 
novels, like that between the captain and the 
murderer in The Secret Sharer. 

Bertrand Russell thought Conrad a man 
who "thought of civilised and morally toler­
able human fife as a dangerous walk on a thin 
crust of barely cooled lava which at any 

12- "Heart of Darkness" : Youth, p. 140. 
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moment might break and let the unwary sink 
into firery depths."i3 Certainly this is Marlow's 
feeling when, shocked and ill, he returns to 
Brussels. He feels the ignorance and danger 
of ordinary people around him, for what hap­
pened to Kurtz can happen to man anywhere. 
Yet Marlow is conscious that it happened in 
Africa because of the exceptional kind of situa­
tion in which one man found himself, and he 
pays for this sense with a lie. He conceals the 
truth of the episode. This kind of conceal­
ment is related to the silence in Kipling, even 

13. Portraits from Memory, by Rertrand Russell, 
London, 1956, p. 82. 

in Forster, as to what the colonial experience 
really consisted of : a silence that enables one 
to go on living with pretences. We might 
imagine that what Conrad takes out of this is 
very much what Kipling does ; the uncompro­
mising devotion to conduct, to duty, to surface 
realities. Yet this is not really so : Marlow 
is not a Singleton or McWhirter. The sense 
of the corrosive force of material interests— 
the basis of Conrad's greatest novel, Nostromo 
—and the response of Marlow's imagination 
to the whole of what he sees are here far more 
profound and disturbing. The radical pessi­
mism of Heart of Darkness is a challenge to 
all defences of the imperial idea. 
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Politics and Politicians 

FAIYAZ AHMED 

Politics is the art of Idoking for trouble, find­
ing it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly, 
and applying the wrong remedies. Pray, do 
not at this early point lose patience with me. 
Turn on the pages and condemn me, if you 
must, for indulging in ignominious vituperation 
against the noble and dignified institution of 
politics. I assure you, I am as sceptical and 
scientific and modem a thinker as you will 
find anywhere and the above statement, which 
may or may not have put you on the rampage, 
is not mine ; they are the words of a man 
much more remarkable than me : H. L. 
Mencken, American social philosopher and 
Critic. So much for politics. 

What about the politicians? How should we 
characterize these extraordinary men who 
have so ingeniously led the world into its pre­
sent condition? Should we classify them as 
those who wish to realize heaven on earth 
thereby raising hell in the meantime? (Of 
course, the "meantime" is indefinite). Or, 
should we, like Dryden, describe them as. 

Damned Neuters, in their Middle way 
of steering. 

Are neither Fish, nor Flesh, nor good 
Red Herring. 

Whatever be our own conceptions (or miscon­
ceptions), it is nevertheless agreed that politics 
and politicians are two sides of the same coin. 
Everyone of us entertain our own ideas and 
opinions about the subject; some hate, others 
love, some commend, others condemn. 

The influence of the rulers over the ruled 
have been very great ever since the dawn of 

history. When Gregory the Great sent a mis­
sion for the conversion of England, King 
Ethelbert of Kent had already a Christian 
wife, and was soon persuaded to become a 
Christian himself. His subjects did likewise. 
Similarly, when Essex lost its Christian king 
and he was succeeded by sons who reverted 
to paganism, their people followed the exam­
ple. In the modern world, it would not be 
much difficult to produce a humane and 
reasonable population, but many governments 
dare not do so for fear that such people would 
fail to admire the politicians who are at the 
head of such governments. 

Human history has been greatly influenced 
by the desire of the rulers to thrust their per­
sonal whims and passions upon the ruled; 
whether for evil or good of the community 
concerned is a conjectural issue. Thomas More 
was beheaded for refusing to recognize 
Henry VHI as head of the Church of England. 
Lincoln justified the slaughter of Americans 
by Americans on the ground that democracy 
defined as government of the people, for the 
people and by the people, should not perish 
from the earth. Mrs. Indira Gandhi justified 
the compulsory sterilization of Indians by 
Indians on grounds of "family welfare". More 
and Lincoln had their point, I leave the Shah 
Commission and the Union Cabinet to judge 
Mrs. Gandhi. 

In politics, airing one's views in public often 
leads to disastrous results. The Janata Party 
which was based upon mutual misunderstand­
ing has already started crumbling, now that 
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its members are understanding one another. 
Henry Clay, in a speech delivered in 1829, 

compared the government to a trust and its 
officers to trusteeB and asserted that "both 
the trust and the trustees are created for the 
benefit of the people". Thus laws are for­
mulated for the purpose of punishing the 
criminals and curtailing illicit activities. Yet 
it is strange how ridiculous laws can sime-
times be. For instance, under the Blasphamy 
Law, in England, it is illegal to express dis­
belief in the teachings of Christ. It is also 
illegal to teach what Jesus taught on the sub­
ject of non-resistance. One concludes that a 
man who wants to escape becoming a criminal 
must profess to agree with the teachings of 
Christ, but not say what that teaching was. 
"If the law supposes that," said Mr. Bumble 
in Dickens' Oliver Twist, "the law is a ass, 
an idiot." He was right. 

The appointment of commissions and com­
mittees to probe into this or that affair is not 
an uncommon phenomenon, especially in a 
democracy. Although it would bs fool'sh to 
deny the merits of this system, sometimes 
however, the conclusions arrived at by these 
commissions are singularly enigmatic. For 
example, after the plague and the Great Fire, 
during the reign of Charles II in England, a 
House of Commons Committee was asked to 
inquire into the causes of these misfortunes. 
The committee attributed the catastrophe to 
Divine displeasure and decided that what most 
displeased the Lord was the works of Mr 
Thomas Hobbes. It was decreed that no work 
of his should be published in England. This 
measure proved effective : there has never 
since been a plague or a Great Fire in London. 
But Charles II, who liked Hobbes. was an­
noyed. He, however, was not thought by 
Parliament to be on intimate terms with 
Providence. 

In India the system, has become a fad ever 
since the Janata assumed power. Some 
months ago a commission was appointed to 

investigate into the causes leading to a rail­
way accident in Orissa. In its report, the 
commission attributed the disaster to "super­
natural causes", since all human factors were 
operating normally. The report, however, did 
not suggest the course of action to be taken 
against Providence This seemed to me to be 
a bit unfair, but that merely proves how sunk 
I am in moral depravity. 

"The freedom of the press," to quote George 
Mason, "is cne of the great bulwarks of liberty.'' 
But, it is discouraging to note that the rela­
tions between the Press and the Politicians 
have seldom been so cordial as to encourage 
much confidence. Bismarck, the Chancellor 
of Germany, was irked by "the outrageous way 
I am misquoted by irresponsible rumour­
mongering journalists." One day W. H. Russell, 
London's top foreign correspondent of The 
Times, reminded Bismarck, "You'll have to 
admit that I am one newspaperman who has 
respected your confidence. You have con­
versed with me on all sorts of subjects and 
never once have I repeated a word you said." ' 
Bismarck cried angily, "The more fool you ! 
Do you suppose I'd ever say a word to a man 
in your profession that I didn't want to see 
in priint?" What private gridfs politician? 
have, alas, I know not. For they are all, all 
honourable men. 

I could go on like this for years; but the 
curtain must ultimately be drawn. I depart 
with a final word. Government demands 
ability to govern: it is neither Mr Everybody's 
business nor Mr Anybody's business but Mr 
Somebody's. If democracy is not to ruin us 
we must at all costs find some trustworthy 
method of testing the eligibility of candidates 
before we allowed them to seek election. When 
we have discovered such a test human life will 
attain that splendour which has been the dream 
of those who have sacrificed themselves for 
it. Meanwhile, God save you, if there be such 
a being, but at all events take care of your­
selves. 
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The Presidencians of Today 

A Statistical Profile 

The Statistics Department of Presidency College 
is currently conducting a small-scale sample 
survey as part of the College Science Improve­
ment Programme (COSIP) sponsored by the 
University Grants Commission. The aim is 
to obtain an authentic picture of the under­
graduate student population of the College 
—to know about their academic and family 
backgrounds and their interests, as well as to 
have their views on some of the important 
issues of the time. While the schedule of 
enquiry was drawn up by the teachers, the 
actual work of drawing the random sample 
and that of interviewing the sample members 
was carried out by the Th'rd Year Statistics 
Honours students of the College. At the time 
the survey was started, there were in all 710 
undergraduate students on the College rolls. A 
random sample comprising 25 % of this student 
population was selected, but till the writing of 
the present preliminary report it has b;en pos­
sible to interview no more than 59 students 
out of the choseii sample. Considering that 
there are now only seven students in the 
Third Year Statistics Honours class (and one 
of them is a hab'tual absentee), this is no 
mean achievement! It is expected that COSIP 
grants will be available in the 1978-79 session 
as well and it will be possible for the new 
Third Year Statistics Honours students, to 
cover the remainder of the sample. 

Among the 59 students interviewed so far, 
26 are Arts students (13 of them boys, 13 
girls) and 33 are Science students (19 boys 
and 14 girls). 

Their academic background 

In the course of the survey, the percentage 
of marks secured by the students at the last 
public examination was recorded. This was 
in the majority of cases the Higher Secondary 
or an equivalent examination. The following 
table shows the frequency distributions of 
marks separately for the B.A. and the B.Sc. 
students : 

TABLE 1 : Frequency distributions of per­
centage marks for the B.A. and the B.Sc. 
students in the sample. 

Percentage marks B.A. students B.Sc. students 

Below 60 
60—65 
66-70 
71—75 
76—80 
Above 80 

Total 

1 
12 
6 
2 
2 
1 

24 

1 
7 

10 
9 
3 
3 

33 

Presidencians of Today 
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The average percentage score is 66 for B.A. 
students and 70 for B.Sc. students, the 
standard deviation being 6 in each case. The 
difference between the two averages is quite 
expected because it is easier to score higher 
marks in Science subjects and also because of 
the more stringent conditions that are used 
for Science students while admitiing them to 
the College. The two averages also give a 
somewhat precise idea of the level of students 
who can get admitted to this College. 
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Their family background 
Each of the students in the sample was 
asked whether he/she belonged to a joint 
family or not. The following table has been 
drawn up on the basis of their answers : 
TABLE 2 : Frequency table showing the dis­
tribution of students according to sex and 
family type 

Family 
type Male Female Total 
Joint 10 11 21 
Single 22 16 38 
Total 32 27 59 

The high proportion of students coming from 
joint families is striking. 

Data were also collected on the family size 
of the students. The frequency distribution 
of family size is shown below : 
TABLE 3 : Frequency distribution of family 

size for the students in the sample 
Family size Frequency 

3 3 
4 17 
5 15 
6 11 
7 4 
8 or above 9 

Total 59 

It is thus seen that about 34% of the 
students come from families of size 4 or less, 
while about 59% come from families of size 
5 or less. The nodal size is 4. The mean 
size is 5-4 with a standard deviation of 1-5. 
The general smallness of family size may be 
attributed to the preponderance of students 
from upper middle class Calcutta families in 
Presidency College. 

As regards the educational level of the 
parents, it has been found that for more than 
90% of the students, the fathers are either 
graduates or have higher academic attainments. 
Similarly, for more than 90% of the students 
the mothers have passed the secondary (or 
matriculation) examination or a higher exami­

nation. A fuller picture may be had from the 
following table : 
TABLE 4 : Frequency distribution of students 
according to the educational level of parents 
Educational level Father Mother 

Illiterate 0 1 
Primary 0 4 
Secondary 2 17 
Intermediate 3 19 
Graduate 28 11 
Post-graduate 12 7 
Technical 8 0 
Others 6 0 

Total 59 59 

The occupational pattern of the parents is 
also of some interest. Among the 59 students 
in the sample, 34 reported that their fathers 
were in service, 8 said that they were in trade 
or commerce, Bsaid that they were in indepen­
dent professions, only 1 had his father in agri­
culture, 5 had theirs in other occupations and 
2 students had their fathers without any 
occupation. Most of the mothers were with­
out any gainful employment, there being just 
6 in service and 3 in trade or commerce, or 
in independent profession. 

The distribution of students according to 
monthly family income is shown in the table 
below : 
TABLE 5 : Frequency distribution of students 

according to monthly income of family 
Monthly family income Frequency 

(Rs.) 
Up to 250 0 
251— 500 2 
501—1000 8 

1001—2000 35 
Above 2000 13 

Total 58* 

*In this and some other tables, the total 
is less than 59 since some of the interviewees 
declined to give the required information. 
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: [I is thus found that most of the students come 
I from families in the monthly income brackets 

Rs. 1001—2000 and Rs. 2001 or more. There 
are only 10 from families with monthly in­
come of Rs. 1000 or less. Thus although 
admission to Presidency College are now-a-
days made solely on merit and a good student 
from a poor family has nothing to prevent 
him/her from getting admitted to the College, 
thanks to the numerous forms of financial 
assistance available. Presidency College con­
tinues to be dominated by students from the 
higher income brackets. 

Conditions in which they live and study 
It has been found that 42-4% of the 
students come to College from their own 
homes, 49-2% from rented houses, while the 
remaining 8-4% live in hostels or with their 
relatives. The distance of the College from 
a student's residence ranges from 0-1 km. to 
30-4 km., the mean distance being 7-4 km. 
with a standard deviation of 5-6 km. The 
mode of transport used for coming to College 
is public bus in 71-2% of the cases and tram 
in 10-2% of the cases. Family cars are used 
by 3-4% of the students and the remaining 
5 6% just walk the distance between residence 
and College. 

Among the students interviewed, 49-2% 
have their separate study rooms, 49-2% have 
to share their study rooms with others, while 
the other 1-6% do not have any rooms that 
may be used solely or mainly for study pur­
poses. 

Their interests 

Only 2 out of the 59 students (i.e. 3-4%) 
reported that they do not read any of the 
daily newspapers. As far as the others are 
concerned, the most favourite daily is 
The Statesman (71-2%), the Ananda Bazar 
Patrika coming a not-so-close second (59-3%). 
Again, 4 out of the 59 (i.e. 6-8%) reported 
that they read no periodicals at all. 

As many as 6 among the 59 (i.e. 10-2%) 
confessed that they read no books other than 
text-books or reference books. As to the 
others, the most favourite area is, of course, 
literature. The following table shows the per­
centages corresponding to the different areas. 
(Note that the total exceeds 100 since some 
of the students favour more than one area.) 
TABLE 6 : Percentages of students favouring 

different areas for reading as a hobby. 

Area Percentage of students 
Literature 64-4 
Science and science fiction 15-3 
Sports literature 5-1 
Political literature 6-8 
Others 23-7 

Among the 59 students in the sample, 47 
(i.e. 79-7%) are members of a library or 
libraries other than the Presidency College 
Library. 

Students' participation in games, whjether 
indoor or outdoor, has become somewhat rare. 
This is especially true of girl students, as the 
following table shows : 

TABLE 7 : Distribution of students according 
to participation in games (indoor and outdoor) 

Whether 
mrticipate 

Yes 
No 

Indoor games 

Males 
25 

7 

Females 
11 
16 

Total 

Whether 
participate 

Yes 
No. 

Total 

32 27 

Outdoor games 

Males 
20 
12 

Females 
5 

22 

32 27 
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It has been found that most of the students 
are actively interested in one or more of the 
fine arts. The table below indicates the num­
ber (and also the percentage) of students con­
versant with some of the most important 
among them : 

TABLE 8 : Number and percentage of students 
actively interested in some of the fine arts. 

Area 

Vocal music : classical 
light 

Instrumental music 
Recitation 
Drawing and painting 
Modelling 
Others 

Number of 
students (p.c.) 

9 (15-3) 
22 (37-3) 
9 (15-3) 

10 (16-9) 
17 (28-8) 
1 ( 1-7) 
1 ( 1-7) 

The type of entertainment most favoured 
by the students is the cinema, the number of 
shows per month varying, from student to 
student, between i and 8. (This number prob­
ably includes film shows on the TV channels.) 
The average number oiP shows pbr student 
works out at about 2-6 per month. 

Their opinions 
The students were a^ked to give their general 
opinion on the facilities offered by the Col­
lege. To 27-1% of the students ths facilities 
are below their expectations, 67-8% think the 
facilities are up to their expectations, while 
the remaining'5-1% think these are above 
their expectations. 

The students were also asked to suggest 
measures that would improve the academic 
atmosphere of the College. The percentage 
of students favouring each of the suggested 
measures is shown below : 

TABLE 9 : Percentage of students favouring 
each of the suggested measures for improving 
the academic atmosphere of Presidency College 

Suggested measure Percentage of 
students 

Better teaching 33-8 
Greater discipline 40-7 
More tutorials, fewer lectures 30-5 
More tutorials, more lectures 27-1 
More frequent examinations 44-1 
Better library and seminar 

facilities 44-1 
Others 11-8 

(Note that many of the students favoured 
more than one measure, so that the sum of 
the percentages in the above table is far greater 
than 100.) Among the "other suggestions" 
(of the above table) made by the students are: 
ensuring more seriousness on the part of the 
teachers, ensuring better teacher-student rela­
tionship, modernisation of the syllabi and 
mode of teaching, regular showing of educa­
tional films, etc. At least one student is in 
favour o(f "the removal of vested interests 
from the teaching staflE". 

The question of a change in the present 
status of Presidency College has been discussed 
in academic circles for some time now. Let 
us see what the students of the College think 
on this subject. Among the students iner-
viewed in the course of the survey, 66'1% 
would like the College to be changed into an 
independent university, 20-3% are in favour 
of an autonomous status for the College 
under the University of Calcutta, while the 
remaining 13-6% think that no change is 
called for. 

When asked to give their views for or 
against the semester system, most of the 
students (86-4%) said they were in favour of 
the system. As regards possible reforms of 
the present examination system, 52-7% of the 
students were found to be in favour of the 
usual closed-book type exams, 16-4% in 
favour of open-book exams, and 309% in 
favour of exams that would be based on a 
mixture of the two types. Among these 
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students, only 3-4% favoured the usual essay-
type questions (with problems), 61-0% 
favoured objective-type questions (with pro­
blems), while the remaining 35-6% thought 
that every exam should make use of both 
types of question. 

The students also gave their views on the 
duration of the degree course. Most of them 
(78 0%) were in favour of a Pass course of 
2 years duration and an honours course of 
3 years duration. 

The question what should be the medium 
of instruction for university education is cur­
rently being hotly debated in academic circles 
in this State. The following table shows the 
distributions of the students interviewed by 
favoured medium of instruction for both 
undergraduate and post-graduate levels : 

TABLE 10 : Distributions of the students 
interviewed according to their views on 
medium of university education 

Favoured Undergraduate 
medium level 
English 39 (67-2%) 
Mother tongue 19 (32-8%) 

Total 58(100-0%) 

P.G. 
level 
46 (79-3%) 
12 (207%) 

58(100 0%) 

Thus most Presidency College students think 
that English should continue to be the medium 
for both undergraduate and post-graduate 
education, although they may have other 
views on the medium that should be appro­
priate for the primary, secondary and higher 
secondary levels. 

Presidency College students have often taken 
an active part in political movements. When 
asked about the desirability or otherwise of 
being involved in politics, most of the students 
interviewed (70-7%) said that students should 
take an interest in politics but should take no 
active part in it, 20-7% thought they should 
take an active part, while only 8-6% thought 
that they should take no interest at all. 

Tie typical Presidencian of today 

In the light of the data thrown up by the 
survey, we may try to form an idea of the 
typical Presidencian of today. This typical 
Presidencian is almost as likely to be a boy 
as to be a girl. He/she has got adm'tted to 
the College after getting very high marks at 
the last public examination. He/she comes of 
a Calcutta family that has 4 or 5 members 
and has a monthly income of more than 
Rs. 1,000/-. The father is at least a graduate 
and the mother has at least passed the 
secondary (or matriculation) examination. The 
father is in service, while the mother has no 
time, or inclination for gainful employment 
after looking after the family. The student 
comes to College by bus from a dis'ance of 
6 km. or so. He/she has a separate s'udy 
room which he/she may share with others. 

The typical student is a reader of The 
Statesman and is fond of literature. He/she 
may or may not participate in sports but is 
devoted to one or mo-e of the fi-e arts. He/ 
she views about 3 films per month, including 
those presented on the TV channels. 

He/she thinks that teaching and other 
facilities offered by the Coll;g3 is up to his/ 
her satisfaction, but can probably be improv;d. 
He/she is in favour of greater discipline, more 
frequent exams and bet'er library and seminar 
facilities. He/she would like that Presidency 
Colhge be changed into an independent 
university. 

The typical Presidencian favours the semes­
ter system. He/she is in favour of the usual 
closed-book type of exam but would like the 
questions to be of the objective type or requir­
ing problem-solving. He/she would like 
English to continue as the medium of instruc­
tion at both the under-graduate and post­
graduate levels. 

The typical Presidencian takes an interest 
in politics without being actively involved 
in it. 
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R E P O R T S * 

NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENTS 

ARTS 

BENGALI 

The Bengali Seminar lias functioned well 
under the guidance of Professor Baidyanath 
Mukhopadhyay. The Seminar Library has 
catered to the needs of both under-graduate 
and post-graduate students. With the help of 
a U.G.C. grant, the department has recently 
set up a second library. 

Madan Mohan Coomar 
Head of the Department of Bentiall 

ECONOMICS 

The long tradition of quality teaching and 
research that this department has built up 
over time has been maintained during the last 
two years. This is reflected in the academic 
attainments of the students and the research 
activities of the Centre for Economic Studies 
(CES) attached to the department. 

The UGC appointed an Expert Committee 
for reviewing the work of the CES during the 
period 1972-77. This Committee visited the 
CES in July 1977. In their report the Com-

* Some of the reports have been translated 
and edited for the sake of uniformity. 
— S.B. September, 1978. 

mittee commended the work of the Centre and 
the Department, and strongly recommended 
further expansion programmes. The UGC has 
since accepted in toto these recommendations 
and has approved a substantial expansion for 
the CES for another period of five years; 
implementation of the expansion programme 
is expected to start shortly. 

It is a pleasure to report that the perform­
ance of our students at the university examina­
tions continues to be excellent. In the B.A. 
final examinations of 1975 and 1976, five 
students in all obtained first class. In the B.A. 
final examination of 1977, eight of our students 
secured first class marks. In 1977, eight of 
our students obtained first class marks in their 
Part I examinations. One need not add 
further statistics to demonstrate a similar 
story for our post-graduate students. As in 
other years, this year also a number of our 
students have won scholarships and are ex­
pected to leave shortly for higher studies in 
some of the best universities abroad. 

Professor Dipak Banerjee, who was away 
on one year's leave to the University of Man­
chester as a Hallsworth Research Fellow, has 
rejoined the department in November 1977-
Professor T. S. Bhattacharya, who was here 
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during Professor Banerjee's absence has re­
sumed the Headship of the Economics Depart­
ment of Maulana Azad College, Calcutta. A 
former student of this college, Shri Biswajit 
Chatterjee, has joined the department as a 
Lecturer in April 19)7. The department and 
the Centre have been further strengthened by 
the appointments of I>r. Ashis K. Banerjee 
in July 1977 and of Shri Satish Ch. Mishra 
in July 1978 as Research Associates. Dr. 
Banerjee, a former student of the College, did 
his Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University, 
U.S.A. and Shri Satish Mishra, B.A. (Oxford) 
is enrolled as a Ph.D. student at the Univer­
sity of Cambridge, U.K. 

An important study on "Production and 
Investment Planning in Indian Iron and Steel 
Industry—Hindustan Steel Limited", under­
taken by the Steel Project Committee of the 
Centre for Economic Studies, has now been 
completed. This study was sponsored by the 
Hindustan Steel Limited; Dr. Ramprasad 
Sengupta, then Research Associate, was the 
major contributor. This study is one of the 
first of its kind in India and has been appre­
ciated as an important contribution in the 
field of applied economic research. Dr. Sen­
gupta, who is at present Associate Professor, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, had 
a continuous association with the department 
for more than one decade and his valuable 
contributions to the activities of the Centre 
deserve special mention. Altogether seven 
Junior Research Fellows are currently 
engaged in research work under the 
supervision of senior teachers of the 
department. Three former Junior Research 
Fellows are expected to submit their theses for 
the Ph.D. degree this year and one former 
Senior Research Fellow has already submitted 
his thesis. 

Another important aspect of the research 
activities of the Centre has been the regular 
seminars and workshops in which distinguished 
scholars from different institutions (here and 

abroad) participate. This year we have an 
impressive list of visitors who addressed semi­
nars on a variety of topics. They include 
Professor Tapas Mazumdar of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University and Professor P. R. Brah-
manand of the University of Bombay—both 
National Lecturers in Economics; Dr. NarinJar 
Singh, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Professor 
Mukul Majumdar, Cornell University, U.S.A.. 
Prof. N. K. Chaudhuri, University of Toronto, 
Canada, Dr Debesh Bhattacharya, University 
of Sydney, Australia, Professor D. C. Bhatta-
charyya. University of Calcutta, Dr. Rizwanul 
Islam, Dacca University, Bangladesh and Dr. 
Partha Shome, University of Washington, 
U.S.A. In addition. Dr. Bhabatosh Datta. 
Chairman of the Centre and Emeritus Profes­
sor of the department gave an illuminating 
talk last November on 'Some Recent Trends 
in Indian Banking'. Besides, Mr. Bhaskar 
Dutta, Research Associate, Delhi School of 
Economics and Dr. Ashis Banerjee, Research 
Associate at our Centre, have also offered 
short courses on 'Some Aspects of Social Choice 
Theory' and on 'Theories of Stochastic Pro­
cesses in Economics' respectively. 

The Department is now looking forward to 
new faces and new facilities which should be 
available under the UGC assistance for the next 
five years. 

Dipak Banerjee 
Head of the Dept. of Economics 

ENGLISH 

The highlight of departmental activities 
over the past twelve months was a lecture 
delivered by Dr. R. K. Dasgupta, Director of 
the National Library. The talk was on 
Milton's Paradise Lost, with special reference 
to the Invocations in the poem. Among semi­
nars there was one on P. G. Wodehouse, at 
which Prodosh Bhattacharya and Shormishtha 
Panja were the speakers. Early this year 
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Ruchir Joshi won the first prize at a com­
petitive seminar on twentieth-century drama 
organised by Loreto College ; his subject was 
"Force and Fantasy in Samuel Beckett". There 
have been a few record recitals, and the 
perennial favourite in this respect appears to 
be Shakespeare. With a growing collection of 
tapes—including a couple of plays read and 
preserved on cassette by students of the 
department—one can expect similar pro­
grammes in future. One such project will be a 
reading of Eliot's poetry, in his own voice. 

Ananda Lai 
Secretary, English Seminat. 

HISTORY 

[For some unknown reason^ the 1975-76 
issue of the Presidency College Magazine 
jailed to publish college news and reports of 
departmental activities. Aper that, there 
has been no publication of, this magazine. 
We, therefore, present here a triennial report 
of what we have been doing, instead of the 
usual annual one. ] 

In August 1975, our revered teacher and 
Head of the Department, Professor C. P. 
Bane-jee, passed away. His sudden death 
was fol'owed by a period of turmoil in the 
department. However, as soon as Professor 
Hiren Chakrabarti took charge as the new 
Head in October 1975, the department 
was placed on an even keel and devo'ed itself 
to productive work in the academic and extra-
academic fields. 

Examination Results 

Three of our students obtained first classes 
in the B.A. Hons. examination of 1975, two 
in 1976 (in spite of Calcutta University's 
inscrutable ways), and, unfortunately, none in 
1977. There are, however, two first classes 
in the B.A. Hons. (Part I) of 1977. In the 
M.A. examination of 1976, we produced as 

many as six first classes. One of our students 
has been awarded the State Scholarship for 
1978 and will be going to Cambridge for 
higher studies. 

Educational Tours and Seminars 

In February 1977, the teachers and students 
of the department made an extensive tour of 
the temples and forts of Central India. We 
visited Khajuraho, Kalinjar, Chitrakut, Amar-
kantak, Nachna-Kuthra and Bandhogarh. 

In December 1975, Dr. John Rosselli of the 
University of Sussex gave a seminar on Indian 
nationalism and Prof. David Selbourne of 
Oxford talked to, us about 'China Now'. Dur­
ing 1976, we had a number of interesting 
guest speakers : Dr. Alvin Z. Rubinstein of 
the University of Pennsylvania spoke on 
'Sino-American-Soviet Relations', Dr. Leonard 
A. Gordon of the City University of New 
York on 'Bengal and the Partition of India', 
Dr. K. N. Chaudhuri of th; School of Oriental 
and African Studies, London, on 'Quantitative 
Methods in the Study of Indian History' and 
Col. G. S. Dhillon of Red Fort Trial fame 
enthralled us with his reminiscences of Netaji 
and the I.N.A. We were glad to be able to 
have wit̂ i us during 1977 Dr. Barun De of 
the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 
Dr. J. R. McLane of North-Western Univer­
sity, U.S.A., and Dr. A. J. H. Latham of 
Swansea University, U.K. Dr. De analysed the 
role of Calcutta in the Indian national move­
ment ; Dr. McLane tried to take a new look 
at the origins of the Congress; and Dr. Latham 
discussed 'India and the International Economy 
1870-1914'. In addition to these special 
lectures, the Undergraduate Seminar attempted 
to hold group discussions among themselves. 
Sugata Bose, Kumkum Banerjee and Subhas 
Sircar served as Secretaries of the Under­
graduate, History Seminar in 1975-76, 1977 
and 1978 respectively. The last History 
Reunion was held on a grand scale in 1975 
at the initiative of Prof. Ajoy C Banerjee and 
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two very enthusiastic senior students, Bhaskar 
Chakrabarti and Suranjan Das. We are plan­
ning to hold another reunion in the near 
future. Our fellow-student Suman Chatto-
padhyay. who has always shown unflagging 
zeal in all departmental affairs, will take 
charge of this event. 

Teaching and Research 

The present teaching staff consists of Profs. 
Hiren Chakrabarti, Rajat Ray, Ajoy Banerjee, 
Sunil Chatterjee. Pradip Lahiri, and Subodh 
Majumdar. Mr. Soumen Bhattacharya and 
Dr. Hossainur Rahman taught for some time 
in this department during the period under 
review. We wish the Government would stop 
making our teachers play musical chairs. 

Dr. Hiren Chakrabarti continues to serve 
on the editorial board of Bengal Past and 
Present with distinction. He has also been 
elected Hony. Treasurer of the Calcutta 
Historical Society. He has at present seven 
research students working under him,-—five 
of Calcutta University and two from abroad. 
Dr. Chakrabarti and Prof. Ajoy Banerjee 
presented papers at the International Netaji 
Seminar held under the auspices of the Netaji 
Research Bureau in 1976. Dr. Rajat Ray has 
been crntributing regularly to scholarly jour­
nals in India and abroad. He recently gave lec­
tures on the modern Bengali novel and on poli­
tical crisis in Calcutta at the Nehru Memorial 
Museum, New Delhi, and on 'Subhas Bose 
and Calcutta Municipal Politics' at the Netaji 
Research Bureau, Calcutta. 

Much more important to us than our 
academic attainments, however, has been the 
unique spirit of camaraderie among members 
of the department in recent years. Our teachers 
we have found to be readily accessible. We, 
students, have met as much as possible out­
side class and outside college hours, often 
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for outings to various places in the outskirts 
of Calcutta, and have developed friendships 
cutting vertically across the different 'years'. 
All problems we have faced and solved to­
gether. Future students of this department will 
undoubtedly continue the tradition of aca­
demic brilliance, but we shall be really sorry 
if the feeling of oneness in the department is 
lost. 

S. Bose 
Secretary, Post-Graduate History 

Seminar 

PHILOSOPHY 

During the last one year. Dr. S. K. Nandi 
has been transferred from this department, and 
Shri Ardhendu Sekhar Bhattacharya and Shri 
Manik Bal have joined. 

N. C. Chakravarti 
Head of the Dept. of Philosophy 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Selected teachers of the Department have 
continued the tradition of giving lectures at 
M.A. classes on invitation by Calcutta Univer­
sity. Thus four of the six teachers of the 
Department are part-time teachers either at 
Calcutta or Burdwan University or at both. 

Individual teachers carry on research on their 
own, and work as research guides for teachers 
of other institutions. For instance, two 
teachers, one belonging to Narkeldanga Guru-
das College, and another belonging to the 
IIT, Kharagpur, have been awarded the Ph.D 
for theses prepared under the supervision of 
our Head of the Department. He is also super­
vising the preparation of two other doctoral 
dissertations. Among the other teachers. 
Dr. Sunil Rai Chaudhuri has under him four 
research workers working for their Ph.D. ard 
Dr. Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay is super­
vising the preparation of eight Ph.D. theses. 
One dissertation prepared under Dr. Mukho-
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padhyay's guidance has already been awarded 
the Ph.D. The Socialist Perspective con­
tinues to be edited by him. 

Two distinguished scholars, namely, Shri 
Sukumar Sinha, Deputy Director of Census 
Operations, West Bengal, and Dr. Asoke 
Mitra, visited the Department and addressed 
the teachers and students. The subject of the 
first lecture was "Social Texture of Calcutta." 
Dr. Mitra spoke on "Centre-State Relations in 
India," Both evoked keen and widespread 
interest. 

The Head of the Department has been 
nominated a member of the Calcutta Univer­
sity Council. 

Dr. Arun Kumar Banerjee, Assistant Pro­
fessor, has joined the International Relations 
Department of Jadavpur University as Reader. 
His vacancy has been filled by Shri Anjan 
Sarkar from Jhargram Raj College. Dr. 
Rebatiraman Mukherjee, Assistant Professor 
has been transferred to Chandernagore Col­
lege, and has been succeded by Dr. Prasanta 
Ray who comes from Hooghly Mohsin Col­
lege. Shri Phanindranath Bhattacharyya, 
Assistant Professor is under orders of transfer 
to Hooghly Mohsin College. 

Prasanta Roy 
for N. C. Basu Roy Chaudhuri 

Head of the Dept of 
Political Science 

SCIENCE 

BOTANY 

The University examination results of the 
department have been good as usual with 
"seven and three First classes in the last B.Sc. 
Part TI and Part I examinations respectively 
arid with no failures. The research activities 
of the department are proceeding as before 
*with a number of research scholars .-Working 
on different aspects of plant life. Besides this, 
two college teachers are carrying on research 
work in .this department under the Faculty 

Improvement Programme, sponsored by the 
U.G.C. This department has conducted two 
major botanical excursions—one to study the 
flora of Western Ghats and the other to study 
the floral distribution in the Eastern Hima­
layan region. In addition, a number of one-
day botanical excursions were organized. The 
Botanical Association of the department has 
been regularly publishing the wall magazine 
Ankur. It has also organized a few cultural 
functions. Under the COSIP programme, 
sponsored by the U.G.C, University Professors 
and Scientists of various research institutes 
have delivered lectures on various scientific 
topics, and under the audio-visual programme 
film shows and wall picture and specimen dis­
plays have been organized for the students of 
this department. Our Under-Graduate students 
submitted scientific projects to the Seminar 
organized by the Science Association of St. 
Xavier's College, Calcutta. 

A. K. Kar 

Head of the Dept. of Botany 

CHEMISTRY 

The Chemistry Department carried out their 
co-curricular activities as usual. The depart­
ment arranged several seminar lectures by 
many eminent scientists under the COSIP 
programme. Professor Stuart Mclean, Pro­
fessor of Chemistry, University of Toronto, 
Canada, delivered an interesting and instruc­
tive lecture on Organic Chemistry. The 
students took the initiative in arranging the 
departmental Reunion last year for the first 
time in the history of the department. On that 
•occasion was published a souvenir that in­
cluded valuable scientific articles. Dr. S. C. 
Shome retired from the post of Principal, 
Presidency College, in January 1976 and sub­
sequently he was re-employed as Professor 
and Head of the Department of Chemistry in 
this College. On expiry of his re-employment 
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period, he has been appointed by the U.G.C. 
as a retired professor to continue his teaching 
and research in the same department. 

Dr. D. N. Chatterjee, Professor of Chemis­
try, took charge as Head of the Department 
of Chemistry. 

D. N. Chatterjee 

Head of the Dept. og Chemistry 

GEOGRAPHY 

The following COSIP lectures were deli­
vered : 

(a) Professor B. Banerjee (Geography De­
partment, Calcutta University)—Indian 
Agriculture. 

(h) Shri S. K. Ghosh (Former Regional 
Director, Eastern India, Meteorological 
Department)—Climate of India. 

(c) Dr. S. Basu (Senior Ecologist, Anthro­
pological Survey of India)—Environ­
ment and Its Impact on Tribal People 
of India. 

(d) Professor S. Munshi (Indian Council for 
Social Science Research)—Development* 
of Rail Transport in India. 

.-(e) Dr. N. R. Kar (Director of Public In­
struction, West Bengal)—Population of 
India. 

The Head of the Geography Department of 
Presidency College was invited by the Socio­
logy Department, Kalyani University, to give 
a talk (on Growth end Evolution of Calcutta) 
under the auspices of the U.G.C. 

Shri Pannalal Das, Lecturer, has received 
the degree of doctorate of Calcutta University 
for his thesis "The Land Capability Study of 
the Kaliagha River Basin." 

Last year's M.A. and M.Sc. results were 
excellent. All four students secured first 
class and three of them obtained the first 
three positions. The B.A./B.Sc. Part II re­
sults were also good. Six out of fourteen 
obtained first class. 

The Geography Seminar is at present doing 
a map project on "Primary Education in West 
Bengal". 

The Seminar Library meets the demand of 
the staff and students. It contains more than 
5,000 books and journals. Besides, there are 
about 4,000 maps and topo sheets 

Our department is well aware of the saying 
—Travelling is a part of education. The 
Geography Department organises a number 
of field tours every year. The students recently 
made excursions to Rajasthan, Hariyana, 
Punjab, Himachal Pradjesh, North Bengal, 
Sikkim, Gujarat and short tours in Nazat, 
Haldia and Bakkhali. The annual re-union 
was held on 30 April at Phuleswar. 

Seema Paul 

Secretary, Geography Seminar 

GEOLOGY 

The department maintained its high stan­
dard of academic performance during the 
session 1977-78. There were 70 students in 
the undergraduate and postgraduate classes and 
12 Junior and Senior Research Fellows. Five 
students'obtained Class I in the B.Sc, Part II 
Examination 1977 and another fiVe in the 
M.Sc. Examination 1975 of Calcutta Univer­
sity, results of which were declared during the 
year. One Research Fellow obtained the 
Ph.D. (Sc.) degree of Calcutta University. 

As in previous years, students of different 
classes were taken out to different parts of 
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka for 
field work. 

Dr. M. K. Bose, Assistant Professor, was 
awarded the Dr. S. S. Bhatnagar Prize for 1976. 
Dr. S. K. Deb, Assistant Professor, was 
awarded a visiting research fellowship at the 
Charles University, Prague, for one year. 

The department, however, lost one of its 
ablest teachers in the untimely death of Dr. 
T. R. Sarbadhikari, Assistant Professor, os 
7 June 1978 
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Members of the staflE and Research Fellows 
continued their research activities and pub­
lished about 10 papers in Indian and foreign 
journals this year. The departmental students' 
forum, the Geological Institute, functioned 
well during the year and arranged a number 
of lectures by distinguished geologists. It pub­
lished its annual journal, Bhu Vidya, 
as a commemoration volume to mark the 
passing away of Prof. S. Ray, formerly Head 
of this department. 

The department has been granted Rs. 10 
lakhs by the U.G.C. for a major research 
project on 'Crustal Evolution and Metallo-
genesis in Some Selected Parts of the Indian 
Precambrian Shield.' 

A. K. Banerjee 
Head of the Dept. of Geology 

MATHEMATICS 

The results of the students of B.A. and 
B.Sc. Mathematics Honours during the ses­
sion 1973-76 are as follows : 

No. of First Class Nil 
No. of Second Class 4 

Results of the next batch, that is, 1974-
77 a r e -

No. of First Class 1 
No. of Second Class 7 

Dr. P. Chaudhuri, formerly Principal, 
Chandernagore Government College, joined 
the college as Professor and Head of the 
Department on 10-2-78. 

The following four members of the Depart­
ment who were on transfer, have made over 
charge : Prof. S. S. Mukherji, Prof. S. K. 
Mapa, Dr. R. N. Das, Prof. K. K. Das, Prof. 
C. K. Chatterjee and Prof. M. R. Adhikari 
have joined the Department. 

Under the COSIP Scheme the following 
distinguished teachers delivered a series of 
lectures to the students and teachers of the 
Department : Dr. M. C. Chaki, Head of the 
Department of Pure Mathematics, Calcutta 

University, Dr. Ambarish Ghosh, Prof, of 
Electronics, ISI, Dr. M. R Gupta, Reader. 
Department of Applied Mathematics, Calcutta 
University and Prof. R. K. Ghosh, Dean of 
the Faculty of Science, St. Xavier's College. 
Calcutta. 

Under the Teacher Fellowship Scheme Shri 
S. N. Upadhyaya, Lecturer, Sripat Singh Col­
lege, Jiaganj, Murshidabad, is working on pro­
blems of Quantum Mechanics under the 
supervision of Prof. S. C. Ganguly. 

Pritindu Chaudhuri 
Head of the Dept. of Mathematics 

PHYSICS 

COSIP programme 
Under this programme, there have been 
quite a few lectures intended for th: under­
graduate students of Physics. The first lecture 
was delivered by Prof. A. Mukherjee of the 
City University of New York. Two more 
series of lectures were delivered by Prof. C. K. 
Majumdar, Palit Professor of Physics, Cal­
cutta University and Dr. M. Saha, Lecturer 
in Physics, Calcutta University. 

Examination Results 

The examination results in B.Sc, and M.Sc. 
classes are as follows : 

B.Sc. Part I (1977) : 1st Class—16 ; 2nd 
Class—14. 

B.Sc. Part 11 (1977) : pending 
M.Sc. (1976) : 1st Class—4; 2nd Class—1. 

Research activities 

Research activities continued mainly in three 
sections, e.g. X-rays, Solid State Physics and 
Relativity and Cosmology. 

Seminars and Symposia attended 
A few seminars and symposia were attend­
ed by Professors and research associates 
recently. Two of Prof. B. S. Basak's research 
students attended the National Conference on 
X-ray and crystallography at Anan in 1978. 
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Prof. A. K. Raychaudhury was invited to 
lecture on "Present position in Cosmology" at 
the Eighth Conference on "General Relativity 
and Gravitation" at Bhavnagar. He also deli­
vered a course of three lectures at the T.I.F.R., 
Bombay, on "Some aspects of Braus Di:ke 
theory". Three of Prof. S. Sengupta's students 
attended the Nuclear Physics and Solid State 
Physics symposia in November 1977 at Pune. 

B. S. Basak 

Head of the Dept, of Physics 

PHYSIOLOGY 

Under the COSIP programme, eminent 
physiologists delivered lectures on various 
topics, much to the benefit of the students, 
who have thereby developed an aptitude for 
original research. There has been excellent 
co-operaticn between the post-graduate and 
under-graduate students in the research pro­
jects undertaken by the department. It is a 
pity, however, that since it is not pos ible 
owing to lack of space to offer special papers 
to M.A. students, several of our graduates are 
preferring to read for the M.A. degree directly 
under Calcutta University. If some special 
arrangement is not made for the post-gradua'e 
classes, post-graduate studies in this depart­
ment, with its long tradition of nearly 80 
years, may have to be stopped. 

Research work has been progressing satis­
factorily. Two of our research students have 
submitted their dissertations to the University. 

Two of our experienced teachers were trans­
ferred elsewhere by the Government during 
this year. Students are enjoying the privilege 
of borrowing books from the Seminar Library 
as usual, but there is no place where they can 
consult the 'reference' books. 

A. K. Mukherjee 

Head of the Dept. of Physiology 

STATISTICS 

The teaching work of the Department went 
on smoothly during the year under review. 
However, since Dr. M. K. Gupta, Assistant 
Professor, left in April 1976 to join as Pro­
fessor and Head, Department of Statistics, 
Kalyani University, no regular arrangement 
has been made to fill in the post in spite of 
repeated reminders to the authorities. Shri 
Tapas Chandra Chandra, an ex-student of 
this Department joined temporarily as a 
Lecturer on 1-4-77 but subsequently resigned 
on 1-10-77. Dearth of adequate space is an­
other serious problem this Department has 
long been facing and this is one of the factors 
mainly standing in the way of starting post­
graduate teaching here. 

During the year under review, a few inter­
esting lectures were arranged under the COSIP 
programme on various topics of Statistics. 
The speakers included Shri A. Bhattacharyya, 
an ex-Head of this Department, Dr. M. K. 
Gupta, Department of Statistics, Kalyani 
University, Dr. S. P. Mukherj:e, Reader in 
Statistics, Calcutta University and Dr. P. 
Mukherjee, Dy. Director of Industries, Gov­
ernment of West Bengal. 

Arrangements are being made to mimeo­
graph a rare collection of some valuable notes 
on "Geometric Approach to Sampling Distri­
bution" by Professor A. Bhattacharyya. 

A Socio-Economic-cum-Opinion Survey on 
the current batch of students of this College 
has been undertaken by the teachers and 
students of this Department. 

The students of this Department were taken 
to Xavier Labour Relations Institute and 
TISCO, Jamshedpur, on an educational excur­
sion during the year. 

A. M. Gun 

Head of the Dept. of Statist'c» 

ZOOLOGY 

Under the COSIP scheme the department 
arranged several lectures by eminent scholars. 
Dr. S. Ghosal spoke on 'Bio-synthesis of 

Departmental Reports 47. Presidency College Magazine 1978 



Protein and Structure and Function of 
Chromosome'; Prof. J. N. Rudra on 'Evolu­
tion of Heart and Arterial Arches in Verte­
brates' ; Dr. R. Dutta on 'Sericulture in West 
Bengal'; Dr. A. Bose on 'Organisor Concept 
and Organogenesis' and Dr. B. Dasgupta on 
'Recent Development of Malaria Parasite and 
its Control'. The department also tried to 
impart practical knowledge on different 
branches of the subject : preparation of cul­
ture media and maintenance of Drosphiha 
Culture, preparation of Polytene Chromosome, 
development of toad, chick and duck, histo-
chemical techniques, and physiology of diges­
tion in some insects. 

Mr. Sabyasahi Majumdar and Mr. Sub-
hendu Das Mahapatra are attached to this 
department as Teacher-Fellows working for the 
Ph.D. of Calcutta University. Mr. Majumdar 
is working on 'Parasitic He!minthology in the 
branches of Schistosoma and Paragonimus'. 
Mr. Das Mahapatra's subject is 'Trematode 
Helminths in the branches of Echinostomes 
and Amphistomes in relation to their imme­
diate hosts'. 

Two students received first classes in the 
last B.A. Honours examination. Dr. A. K. 
Banerjee, Dr. A. Sinha, Dr. H. Banerjee, and 
Shri R. Guin have been transferred. They 
have been replaced by Shri R. Bhattacharya, 
Shri A. Chatterjee, Dr. S. Bhattacharya and 
Dr. K. K. Das. Prof. S. N. Roy Chowdhury 
rptired from this department in February 
1979. The post is still lying vacant. 

R. Bhattacharya 
Head of the Dept. of Zoology 

THE COLLEGE LIBRARY 

On 31 March 1978, the College Library 
had in its collection 1,26,941 books and 15,129 
bound journals. In addition to this, there is a 
large volume of invaluable periodicals and 
journals in desperate need of binding. During 
1977-78, 1,23,931 volumes were used by 
teachers, research scholars and students. Of 

these, 44,231 books and journals were home-
issues. 

During the last three years, expenditure on 
purchase of books and journals was as fol­
lows : 1975-76 : Rs. 1,64,221.69 ; 1976-77 : 
Rs. 2,71,270.00; and 1977-78; Rs. 
1,20,401.73. 

The increase in the number of students and 
the spurt in research activities in several 
departments have, for quite some time past, 
putting tremendous pressure on the skeleton 
library staff. If the library is to function 
effectively, it is imperative that additional 
men be appointed forthwith to reinforce the 
presently over-burdened team. There is one 
especially pressing man-power problem. In 
August 1976, the sole cataloguer of the Lib­
rary left, and since then this post has been 
lying vacant. As a result, the work of cata­
loguing new acquisitions to the library is being 
seriously hampered. 

It is one of the primary duties of the l̂ib­
rary to preserve properly books, journals and 
valuable manuscripts, which are in its posses­
sion. In order to accomplish this task, regular 
dusting of the book-racks is a minimum 
requirement. In spite of repeated requests to 
the authorities over the 21 last years for the 
appointment of two dust-bearers, there has 
been no response. 

At present, the Arts Library and the 
Economics and Political. Science Library are 
facing an acute space shortage. If these lib­
raries are to develop any further immediate 
measures for suitable expansions have to be 
taken. 

A proposal has been made to the autho­
rities to keep the hbrary open for longer 
hours. Needless to say, this would immensely 
benefit students and research workers. 

Last February, in the death of Shri Rati-
kanta Mondal, this library lost a dedicated 
worker. 

R. Bhattacharjee 

Librarian 
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College News 

The demand for an 'autonomous' Presidency 
College is as old as the college magazine 
itself. Earlier this year a team of the Univer­
sity Grants Commission visited our college 
to investigate at first hand our case for auto­
nomy, especially at the post-graduate level. 
Apart from holding consultations with the 
teachers of all the departments separately, the 
members of the team also met a students' 
deputation. They assured the students that 
they were all in favour of creating an auto­
nomous institution in Presidency College 
which would be deemed to be a University 
and would strongly recommend such a mea­
sure. It now lies with the Government of 
West Bengal and the University of Calcutta to 
implement this recommendation. 

Our examination results have as usual been 
brilKant, but we can hardly congratulate our­
selves on our performance in the extra-aca­
demic field. However, in an inter-collegiate 
debate for the Sarat Chandra Bose Shield, 
Suman Chattopadhyay (History) of our col­
lege made a fine speech in Bengali to win the 
Best Speaker's award. The Students' Union 
organized a few film shows in the college 
auditorium. 

Shri Satyajit Ray has been awarded an 
honorary doctorate by Oxford University for 
his areat contribution to the art of film-mak­

ing. His old college feels proud of the new 
laurel that he has won for himself and for his 
country. 

We recall the achievements of the eminent 
educationist and mathematician Shri Bhupati 
Mohan Sen, who passed away on 23 Septem­
ber 1978. After a brilliant academic career 
at Cambridge University, he joined the Indian 
Education Service. He was Principal of 
this college from 1931 to 1943. 

Students of the Department of English will 
miss the lectures of Profs. Sukanta Chaud-
huri and Supriya Chaudhuri, who are gDing 
to Oxford University on Inlaks Scholarships. 
Several of our students are also going abroad 
for higher studies : Dilip Mukherjee is going 
to the London School of Economics, Sugata 
Bose (History) to Cambridge, Anita Mehta 
(Physics) to Oxford, and Debraj Ray and 
Subhasis Gangopadhyay (Economics) to 
Cornell. 

By the time this magazine comes out. Presi­
dency College will be having a new batch of 
students. We extend to them a very warm 
welcome and hope that they will hold the 
name of the college high and enhance its 
prestige. 

Septembei 1978. S.B. 

P.5.—Shri Sushilchandra Chatterjee, Senior were collected and published in the Presi-
Associate Government Pleader in the Alipore 
Civil Court, who died in January 1979, was a 
double first in History from this College (B.A. 
1924, M.A. 1927). The letters wlhich he 
received from his teacher Kuruvilla Zachariah 

(lency College Magazine of 1973 ('Yours 
Affectionately, K. Zachariah', with notes by 
Dr. Nilmani Mukherjee and Dr. Hiren Chak-
rabarti). Our heartfelt sympathy to the 
bereaved family. 
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Editorial 

Perhaps the most daunting thought in the 
mind of a fresher in Presidency College is that 
he or she would have to live up to a 'tradition'. 
Five years ago it had daunted me. But then 
I found that 'the great Presidency tradition' 
had become more of a cliche than anything 
else, that during one's active undergraduate 
years one is much too involved with the pre­
sent to give much thought to an obscure 
legacy handed down by past generations. 
Editors of recent numbers of this magazine 
have referred to the 'values' for which this 
college is always supposed to have stood, but 
there has been a tendency to take these for 
granted, to accept superficially without investi­
gating their true substance. When I was 
asked to edit this issue of the Presidency 
College Magazine at the fag end of my college 
career. I suddenly found that I had to grapple 
with this 'tradition', still far from well-defined, 
but invested with a new force that I had not 
felt during the last five years. While going 
about the task of producing this slender 
volume, I sought to identify from the pages 
of its illustrious predecessors the main strands 
of the tradition of this college and its maga­
zine that is customary for an editor to up­
hold. 

The cover of the first issue of our magazine, 
published in November 1914, was the cause 
of several raised eyebrows. The light blue 
cover with a design and the title printed in 
a deeper blue ink did not, quite understand­
ably, appeal to the aesthetic sense of many 
students. In the next issue the editor ex­
plained that "the cover represents the college 

colours—light blue and dark blue—the com­
bination of the colours of Oxford and Cam­
bridge". This little episode gives us a clue 
to the chief element in the Presidency College 
tradition—the imitation or, let us say, the 
assimilation of the liberal education of the 
West, as exemplified by such premier univer­
sities as Oxford and Cambridge. 

Another component of our college tradi­
tion on which our forbears laid great import­
ance was the corporate life of the members 
of the college. In fact, the college magazine 
was launched wifc the express purpose of 
being "an organ of the corporate life of the 
college". The early numbers of the magazine 
bear adequate testimony to the existence of 
an active College Union, energetic debating 
and drama societies, regular seminars, an 
interesting common-room and hostel life and 
a great enthusiasm for games and sports. The 
college magazine was truly "an expression of 
the common life and a quickener of its acti­
vities". One is struck by the constant striving 
to achieve intellectual and social cooperation. 

It was soon after the outbreak of the First 
World War that the Presidency College Maga­
zine made its first appearance. jThe first 
editorial note read : "A wave of loyalty has 
touched the shores of the Overseas dominions 
of the Emperor. The peoples of India accept 
the British cause not only as subjects of the 
British Empire, but as comrades in a struggle 
for existence, as vital to their mterests as to 
those of any other part of the Empire. The 
despatch of Indian troops to fight on Euro­
pean soil for the first time in history, the 
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voluntary grant of all the expenses of the 
Indian expeditionary forces from the Indian 
exchequer are significant facts. They give 
happy assurance of the steady development 
of better fellowship throughout the British 
empire . . . We believe that among educational 
institutions our college may claim to have 

f been the first which expressed its sympathy 
• with government . . . " This first editorial 

set the tradition of loyalism for our college 
magazine. One cannot help feeling amused 
to read Principal H. R. James' address to the 
students of the college printed in the same 
number : "Patriotism in Bengal was a pro­
duct of British rule . .. one thing patriotism 
in Bengal should not do, is to direct the 
national spirit into an attitude of hostility to 
British rule." The elite among the students 
of Presidency College which was placed in 
charge of the college magazine was willing 
enough to agree with their Principal. Some­
times slaves revel in their slavery. 

The tradition of loyalty, and even syco­
phancy, to the Raj was, however, one of the 
Presidency College Magazine and probably 
not of the college as a whole. It is well known 
that at a time when the editorial columns of 
the magazine waxed eloquent about "a wave 
of loyalty"^ the Eden Hindu Hostel was sus­
pected to be a den of terrorists. The college 
magazine usually mentioned our leaders of 
the national movement only in obituary 
notices when they died, and the references 
were not always complimentary. There was 
an especially cantankerous editorial note on 
Deshabandhu C. R. Das after his death ; we 
find evidence of a general show of protest and 
torn leaves of that issue of the college maga­
zine were strewn in the verandah in front 
of the common room. Deshabandhu himself, 
of course, was an alumnus of the college and 
the record shows that there were innumerable 
men who became ardent patriots and front-
rank nationalist leaders in spite of their Presi­
dency College education. 

Editorial 

14 

It is not without reason that I have dwelt 
at length on the loyalist tradition of the col­
lege magazine. The question of the editorial 
policy of our magazine with regard to the 
political and educational establishment of our 
country has assumed very serious proportions 
during the last ten years. To this matter I 
shall turn presently. 

In respect of this variegated Presidency 
College tradition, where do we stand today? 
Is the great tradition of academic brilliance 
being maintained? Presidency College, of 
course, continues to sweep all the top places 
in University examinations. But, the acquir­
ing of a University degree of dubious value 
is perhaps the least important aspect of a 
college education, especially of a college which 
started with notions of achieving the Oxbridge 
ideal of a great liberal education. The daily 
academic routine of our college is largely filled 
with boring lectures, and if one happens to 
overhear the conversation of a section of the 
students which is bent on accepting the dregs 
of the contemporary culture of the West or to 
listen to the puerile and doctrinaire political 
discourses and wranglings in the college 
portico and the canteen, one might be tempted 
to jump to the conclusion that the intellectual 
level of the college has plunged to abysmal 
depths. In spite of these aberrations, how­
ever, it is my impression (and not wishful 
thinking, I hope) that there are still some 
young men and women in our college who try 
to think for themselves and who have a capa­
city to give expression to their thoughts. We 
have this year not been able to emulate the 
excellence of literary standard of some of the 
previous numbers of our college magazine, 
but I hope this issue will at least convey the 
news that all is not lost. A stifling and 
oppressive socio-economic environment has 
not yet been able to crush totally the creative 
spirit and vitality of the students of this col­
lege. There are, however, no signs of a coming 
renaissance. 
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It is indeed sad to note the lack at 
present of any collective desire among the 
students to promote all healthy forms of extra­
curricular activities. There has been little 
trace of a corporate life of which this 
magazine could be the organ. The debating and 
drama societies, the Rabindra Parishad and 
the Social Service Department have become 
moribund. Presidency College students have in 
the past taken a leading part in organizing 
flood and famine relief and participated in 
census operations. In the face of the devastat­
ing floods that have played havoc in several 
districts of Bengal, one would have expected 
the students of the best known and best-
endowed college in the State to have been 
much more enterprising than they have been 
in arranging relief for the flood victims. What 
can be the cause of this strange ennui that 
seems to have gripped the student community 
of our college? That this is a fairly recent 
phenomenon cannot be doubted. In the late 
sixties and early seventies, our college was 
one of the chief centres of radical poUtics in 
West Bengal. During the brief interregnum 
of peace in 1973 and 1974 also, I have seen 
our students make significant contributions to 
the extra-academic life of the student commu­
nity of the city as a whole. Apart from the dis­
tinction our students achieved in inter-colle­
giate competitions, what was more encouraging 
was the evidence of a team-spirit. Scores of 
enthusiastic supporters would not hesitate to 
travel a long way to listen to an important 
debate or to watch a play being staged some­
where by our students. Nowadays our col­
lege goes unrepresented in most inter-collegiate 
meets and there is little evidence of cultural 
activity inside the college. The onset of this 
sorry state of affairs can be related to the loss 
of values and intolerance which engulfed the 
entire educational world and from which even 
our college could not remain immune. The 
educational authorities must be held respon­
sible to a large extent for events coming to 
such a pass. The only language they were 

wilhng to understand was the language of 
intimidation and violence. As a result̂  the 
initiative passed out of the hands of those 
who might have harnessed the creative ener­
gies of our students. When a new group won 
the Students' Union elections earlier this year, 
one had naturally hoped that there would be 
a new spurt of activity in the college. But, . 
perhaps it was too much of a negative victory. | 

While still on the subject of the crisis in our 
college life, I would like to particularly stress 
two ominous cleavages which militate against 
the corporate spirit. One is a cultural-
economic dichotomy, the other a stark political 
divisiveness. A section of students coming 
from well-to-do families and English-
medium schools deem the college corridors to 
be an admirable site for holding fashion-
parades, and they display a disgusting, super­
cilious attitude towards the rest of creation. 
On the other hand, a large number of students 
coming from Bengali-medium schools and 
economically weaker sections of society, in­
stead of relying on their inner strength, 
remain awestruck of their more aggressive 
'anglicised' college-mates and sometimes deve­
lop unfortunate complexes. It is about time 
the college authorities cracked down on the 
unnecessary show of opulence inside the col­
lege, or it might spell disaster for the har­
monious development of our college life. The 
bitter political animosity between groups of 
students of our college must also be removed. 
The urgent need of a united students' move­
ment cannot possibly be exaggerated. Unless 
we students can form one political platform 
where different ideologies will compete for 
acceptance by the general body of the students, 
we shall continue to be used as political can- , I 
non-fodder by professional politicians and the 
student community will never be able to make i 
its own impact felt on society. I fervently hope ' 
that future students of this college will address 
themselves to these pressing problems, and 
that the current malaise in our collective life 
will prove to be a passing phase. 
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The tradition of a basic loyalty to the 
establishment, which characterized the college 
magazine since its inception, had a definite 
bearing on its strengths and weaknesses. Read­
ing the back numbers of our magazine, one 
finds literary and scientific articles of the 
highest order (though sometimes too specialized 
to be of general interest) but hardly anything 
of great pitch and moment on contemporary 
social and political themes. The magazine of 
1968-69, commonly known as the Naxalite num­
ber, which the editor of a subsequent issue 
described as "a shocking assault on all that 
the Presidency College Magazine stood for 
and on the values so long held sacrosanct", 
threw the traditional deferential attitude to­
wards the establishment to the winds. To my 
mind, the destruction of the loyalist tradition 
was only to be welcomed ; what was unfor­
tunate, however, was that in the process the 
tradition of a certain intellectual sophistica­
tion also became a casualty. If falsehood is 
the sign of non-conformism, the editorial in 
the last issue of the college magazine (1976) 
was also a non-conformist one.* However, the 
less said about that dishonourable editorial the 
better. 

We decided as a matter of policy for this 
issue that every opportunity should be given 
for free discussion of all aspects of contem­
porary society, and more especially, the role 
of our college in the present situation. We 
have printed a few articles which may prove 

* It was most unfortunate that the previous editor 
chose to calumniate Dr. S. C. Shome, an old and 
respected Professor, who was then the Principal of 
the College. Contrary to what was said in the 
last editorial. Dr. Shome was appointed Research 
Professor of Chemistry under a U.G.C. scheme 
after reaching the age of retirement. 

to be somewhat controversial. We hope there 
will be a good debate on these after the maga­
zine is published. Perhaps a small dose of 
shock treatment will help the college come 
back to life. Let us not forget that our col­
lege takes the lion's share of the limited edu­
cational resources of the State. We must never 
stop asking ourselves whether we are fulfilling 
to the utmost our duty to Bengal and to India. 

S'ugata Bose. 

Postscr ipt : 

There are no formal acknowledgements to 
be made, but this magazine owes much to 
many people. My revered teacher Professor 
Hiren Chakrabarti piloted the entire process 
of planning and printing this number; it would 
be no exaggeration to say that but for his meti­
culous supervision this magazine would not 
have seen the light of day. Suman Chatto-
padhyay helped us tirelessly in every possible 
way ; Sumit Ranjan Das readily went through 
the articles on scientific subjects; and we 
simply had to place an order with Tapati 
Guha Thakurta giving her less than a week's 
notice for a most engaging cover design. My 
warmest thanks are also due to our entire 
library staff, and to Shri Prabodh Krishna 
Biswas in particular, for giving me ready 
access at all odd hours of the day to old 
issues of the Presidency College Magazine. 

September 1978 S.B. 
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