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Foreword 

The role of Presidency College Magazine in the maintenance of high 
standard of at tainment and culture of this institution is self•evident. This 
magazine which has celebrated its Silver Jubilee, has a special place due 
to the vision and imagination of the Student-Edi tors and Professors-in­
charge and has always synthesised literary aspirations with joy of achieve­

ments . As in the past, so in the future, I expect the Magazine to continue 
to be the axis of in tel lec tual thoughts and critical assessment of tbe varied 

aspects of life. I fee l that this foreword wi ll not be complete without 

referring to my predecessor Dr. S. K. Basu who ably administered this 
. institution for long 8 years and handed over the reins of office in 

September last. Before I conclude, I congratulate the members, staff and 
students who worked hard for the Magazine and whose strenuous efforts, 
enthusiasm, I am confident, will lead to further growth and improvement 
of this esteemed Magazine. 

R. L . Sen Gupta 

Principal 





U. S. A. IN VIETNAM : AN APPRAISAL 
By 

Debasis Chakrabarti 

3rd Year, History 

'The doctrine of non-intervention to be a great principle of morality, 
must be accepted by all Governments. The despots must consent to be 
bound by it as well as the Free States. Unless they do, the profession 
comes but to this : that the wrong side may help the wrong but th.e right 
must not help the right'. (John Stuart Mill ). 

How prophetic was the English utilitarian of the 19th century! 
For, in these words Hubert Humphrey, the Vice-President of the United 
States sees the justification of American intervention in Vietnam. As 
he wrote, "Here is a clear Statement of why Americans are in Vietnam. 
It is not of our own volition, but by request, by treaty, by obligation 
and by commitment." Thus America is in Vietnam to uphold the right, 
to crush aggression and to build up a free-society. Before entering into 
the merits of the American policy in Vietnam, it would be worthwhile 
to know the history of this small state which has received the attention 
of the whole world. 

The total population of the country, which formed a part of French 
Indo-China, despite 24 years of severe losses in war is to-day about 31 
millions of whom 16t million at present live north of the 17th Parallel 
(the present dividing line between the two Vietnams ) and 14~ millions 
South of the Parallel. Of these, some 26 millions are ethnically 
homogen\!ous Vietnamese, speaking a common language with the usual 
dialective variations. 1 Vietnam along with Laos and Cambodia was 
under French colonial rule for nearly a century. During the second 
world war Japan occupied Vietnam. The resistance to Japanese occupa· 
tion had been spearheaded by Ho Chi Minh and his National Indepen­
dence Front which came to be known as the Viet Minh Front. Though 
it has been pointed out by many that the Front was essentially a Commu­
nist Guerrilla army, perhaps there is more truth in Edwin. 0. Reischauer's 
statement that the 'whole history of the Communist Vietminh revolt .. • 
indicates that it rested more heavily on nationalism for its mass support 
than on Communist dialectics. ~' 

On 2 September 1945, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (D.R.V.) 
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under the Presidentship of Ho Chi Minh was proclaimed north of the 
16th Parallel. But soon the British army, under the Postd am Settlement, 
entered South Vietnam and "reinstalled the discredited French authority 
South of the 16th Parallel thereby making themselves responsible for the 
war which followed in Vietnam.'' 3 M eanwhile, the French on 6 March, 
1946, signed an agreement with the D. R. V. Government, granting her 
independence within the Union, subject to the retention of Small French 
forces in North Vietnam for a period of five years. But France gradually 
nibbled at Vietnam's territory from the South to the North and finally 
launched a war of colonial reconquest the reby leading to the outbreak 
of the Vietnamese peoples' nationwide resistance war on 19 December, 
1946. 

As the war was progressing in favo ur of the D . R. V. forces , 
America graduaJly intensified her intervention in Vietnam, first by setting up 
a military miss ion at Sai~on, then by increased financial and military aid 
to the French troops. But despite this massive American aid , on 7 May, 
1934, the D. R. V. forces scored a resounding victory over the French 
troops at Dienbienphu. On 8 May, 1954, the Geneva Conference on 
Indo-China held its opening session. 

At the Geneva Conference which was expected to end the war in 
Indo-China, it was decided to divide Vietnam provisionally along the 
17th Parallel between the French Union Forces High Command and the 
Peoples' Army of Vietnam and it was decided that general elections 
affecting the entire nation would be held before July, 1956 and it would 
be supervised by the International Control Commission consisting of 
India, Poland and Canada. The Geneva Agreement also prohibited the 
introduction of military men and materials into Vietnam. Above all, 
the establishment of military bases under the control of a foreign power 
was also forbidden. 

With the exception of the representatives of the U. s. A. and the 
State of Vietnam ( South Vietnam ), all the other represen ta tiYes present 
at the conference agreed to respect the Final Declaration. Badell Smith 

(U.S.~·) and Tran Van Do ( S. V. ), by refu sing to adhere to the 
DeclaratiOn could not destroy it s validity in International Law. 4 How­
ever, the f~rmer took note of the agreement and assured the conference 
of. th~ ?eme of the United States not to use fo rce with the intention of 
repud1atmg the Settlement. 

h 
Thhushit is clear that the Vietnam problem could have been solved 

t roug t e framework of th G 
e eneva Agreement. Contrary to the 

agreement, however, no election has been held f Th . 
so ar. e Amencans 
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who had gradually replaced the I'rench in South Vietnam regarded 
themselves as ''the Godparents of little Vietnam" then headed by the 
Catholic Ngo Dinh Diem. They cotitinued to pour into the country 
arms, advisers and finally their own troops. America's policy was to 
avoid a possible re-unification of the country under Ho Chi Mihn. And 
yet Arthur Goldberg said, "We are not waging a holy war against Com• 
munism. We seek no American Empire or sphere of influence in Asia • 
... ... We seek a negotiated political solution based on two points : 

( i) That the people of South Vietnam should have the same right 
of self-determination, the sameright to choose their own future, free of 
force or external interference, that the U. N . Charter affirms for all 
people. 

( ii ) That unification of all Vietnam shall be decided upon 
through a free choice by the peoples of· both the North and the South 
without outside intnference ...... '' 5 

These points, resembling those already emphasised at Geneva have 
been repeatedly violated by the Americans who have been prompt enough 
to justify their intervention on various pretexts. First of all they think 
that the Communist countries, especially China , have violated the Agree· 
ment by sending military equipment to Hanoi. Secondly, they believe 
that the totalitarian regime of North Vietnam does not represent the 
people under its sway and the North Vietnamese have no right of free 
expression or free movement and finally that North Vietnam is guilty of 
committing aggression upon the South through the National Liberation 
Front which is initiated and controlled by Hanoi. 

These allegations, however do not stand in the light of a scrutiny. 
As to the complaint that the North Vietnam army must have been armed 
with war-material imported from China, M. T. Desai the first Chairman 
of the ICC made it clear that the Commission was satisfied that the main 
routes through which war material could reach Hanoi were under effective 
control. 6 Regarding the restrictions on the people of North Vietnam, 
the ICC found no evidence of any person wishing to go South being 
obstructed or hindered by the authorities but on the contrary, received 
a great number of petitions alleging that the Church authorities had 
exercised pressure on certain persons to move to the South. 

It has been pointed out by many, including the British Foreign 
Secretary Michael Stewart that over a million displaced people from the 
North should be regarded as a strong evidence of the unpopularity of the 
Communist regime. But Mr. Murti in his "Vietnam Divided" has shown 
t)l!J.t the exodus was due to various other reasons. Many left the North 
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because their village-neighbours had already left and their leaders and 
priests had asked them to do likewise. Many others were afra id of 
American Bombing. Again, the tempora ry exodus of people to work in 
plantations in the South was an annual feature-follow ed by their return 
during the harvest season. Moreover the closure of seve ral French 
concerns forced many people to leave North Vietnam. Politically, those 
who left bad supported the French and the Ba() Dai during the resistance 
movement and now felt th at they could not stay in th e D . R. V. Besides, 
many Catholics feared that under the D. R. V. re gime their religious 
liberties would be at stake. The Western pre ss made much of this last point, 
but one must remember that on 14th June, 1055, President Ho Chi Minh 
promulgated a decree granting freedom of re ligion. Acco rding to Article 
15 of the same "freedom of conscience and freedom of wo rship are the 
rights of the people. The authorities of the D . R. V. :~ I ways respected 
these rights and helped the people in the pr :1cti cc of these ri gh ts." 

So much for the unpopularity of the Hano i reg ime. No t content 
with it the Americans have found behind the Nat ional L i bc r:~t ion Fro nt 
( N. L. F.) the long arm of Ho Chi Minh . According to them the 
members ofN. L. F. are all North Vietnamese who had in fi l tra ted into 
the South through the Ho Chi Minh Trail an d thu s Nor th Vietnam is 
guilty of aggression on the South. But it is comm on kn O\vledge that 
theN. L. F. consisted of former resistance members, leaders of political 
parties and Social organisations and intellectual s all dri ven to desperation 
by Diem's autocratic rule. Peasants who rejected the livin g death of 
the concentration camp villages extended the mass b :~ sc of th e f ront along 
with members of the Hoa Hao, Cao Dai and Bin h Xuyun-armed 
religious sects-who had escaped annihil ati on by Diem 's army. Included 
also were Buddhist leaders persecuted as a result of Diem's fanatical 
Catholicism and representatives of minorities threatened with extinction. 7 

William Warbey, the Labour M.P., durin g hi s visit to Vietnam in 1965 
noted that while a few thousands of the Southern born who had been 
regrouped to the North in 195~ had probably by now gone South to fi ght, 
their assistance represented only a tiny fraction of the total war effort 
of the N. L. F. Even the American Se na tor Way ne ;\lorse declared 
that "no new evidence has been offered to cha nge th e asses smen t that the 
great bulk of the Viet Cong rebels were l o c a~l re ~ iJ e nts , tha t close to 
90% of their weapons were captured from Gove rn men t sources and 
that the Civil War would continue wh ether or not it rece i\ed aid or 
leadership from North Vietnam." 8 Moreover it must be noted that North 
and South Vietnam are not two nations but t~o wne~ of~ single fnation .0 
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Thus we find that none of the arguments advanced by America 
holds ground when confronted with the real situation. It remains to 
be seen how America and South Vietnam treated the Geneva Agreement. 

Notwithstanding the provision for freedom of movement, those who 
wanted to leave for the North experienced, to say the least, certain difficul~ 

ties. Moreover, Diem's government violated the principle of democratic 
liberty for all people and organizations by fostering 'Denounce Communist' 
campaigns (5th ' June, 1955 to 1st February, 1959) in which, as ICC 
reports confirmed, individual and mass_ murders, atrocities and wholes~le 
arrests directed particularly against the old resistance army members 
took place. The sinister law of 6 May, 1959 ( Law 10/50) was aimed at 
eleminating the "Viet Cong"- the name arbitrarily given about that time 
to any one who opposed the regime. Under it, special military courts 
consisting of military personnel were set up by the Ministry of Defence. 
Proceedings took place without any preliminary enquiry ; the accused 
received his summons 24 hours before the Court sat ; there were only two 
types of punishment-death and life imprisonment. to The fact that 
N. L. F. was founded on 20 December, 1960, long after the enactment of 
this cruel law proves that the people of South Vietnam bad no 
alternative but to Jive as concentration camp slaves, die under the 
guillotine ( assassination squads) or fight back. It was not surprising that 
they preferred resistance to oppression. 

Commenting on the military situation, the ICC blamed Diem's 
Government for having violated the Geneva Agreement by receiving aid 
far in excess of what was contemplated by the agreement. It also pointed 
out that the South Vietnam Government had virtually entered into 
a military alliance with the U. S. A. in violation of the Geneva 
Agreement. 11 The setting up of U. S. air bases, the landing of 475000 
U.S. troops and the ever-increasing American Commitment amply con~ 
firms the findings of the ICC. Another familiar U. S. argument is 
that she is bound by solemn treaties to help a Free Government. But 
none of the Governments from that of Ngo Dinh Diem to the present 
military Junta headed by Kao Cy can be called democratic. Regarding 
the referendum through which Diem became the bead of the State, the 
'Economist' of London observed ; "with the scales so weighted, it was surely 
unnecessary to make the gravitational pull of Mr. Diem doubly certain 
by dubious means and it seems a pity that the number who voted in the 
Saigon-Cbolon area, is reported to have exceeded the total of names on 
the register by 150000". In fact it was the U. S., not the Vietnamese 
people, who decided that Ngo Dinh Diem would continue to be the Prime 
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Minister of South Vietnam. 1 ~ Moreover the election was illegal 
since it was a virtual repudiation of the Geneva Agreement on a general 

and impartial election. 1 3 

Therefore, all these American pretensions do not explain the under­
lying motives of American involvement in Yietnam. It is generally believed 
that "no amount of American military assistance in Indo-China can 
conquer an enemy which· is every where and at the same time nowhere." 
Yet the Americans have been committing themselves more and more, if 
only because of big power chauvinism which unfortunately is an 
intoxicating force. 

We can only try to understand America's policy against the 
background of Indo·China's immense economic resources. Tin, Rubber, 
Rice, Key strategic raw materials are what the war is really about, 
President Eisenhower was frank enough when he said : "Let us assume that 
we lost Indo-China ... ... The tin and tungsten that we so greatly value from 
that area would cease coming, ...... So when the United: States vo tes 
400 million dollars to help that war, we are not voting a give away 
programme. We are voting for the cheapest way that we can to prevent 
the occurrence of something that would be of a most terrible significance 
to the United States, our security, our power and ability to get certain 
things we ·need from the riches of the Indo-Chinese territory and South­
east Asia." 1 ' 

Equally worth considering is the geo2raphical importance of Vietnam 
which stands at the hub of a vast area of the World-South· East Asia­
an area with a population of 249 miliion persons. .. . .. . He who holds or 
bas influence in Vietnam can effect the future of the Philippines and 
Formosa to the East, Thailand and Burma with their huge rice surpluses 
to the West and Malaysia and Indonesia with their rubber, ore and tin to 
the South. 1 5 

Finally, according to many, behind the Americ:1n determination to 
preserve South Vietnam's seperate entity is the long range plan for the 
containment of Communist China. But no satisfactory explanation bas 
been offered as to why the Chinese occupation of South Vietnam would 
have meant the fall of Malaya or Indonesia, any more than a Communist 
presence of the mainland had 'meant the fall of Taiwan. To one writer, tho 
prospect of N. L. F. Victory constitutes a threat to the corrupt and un­
stable dictatorships like those in Thailand and South Korea . 1 G Thus 
America is in Vietnam, not for the sake of democracy and freedom, but 
to preserve her own economic and military interests and also to protect 
the reactionary interests of the SEATO power~ . · 
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Therefore all the American peace initiatives are mere pretexts for 
further escalation of the war. Besides, while the U. S. A. goes on 
initiating peace proposals, she has rejected no less than six efforts to 
negotiate an end to the war. John Foster Dulles said on 20 June, 1955 
that "U. S. believes that if there are conditions of a really free-election, 
there will be no sl!rious risk that the Communists would win." But when 
the Hanoi Government proposed to end the war through a new Geneva 
Conference in 1965, America rejected it doubtlessly because she was afraid 
of a free-election in Vietnam. America knows that ''had elections been 
held possibly 80 per cent of the population would have voted for 
Ho Chi Minb."l7 

Thus the war continues despite every effort to conceal it-essentially 
a war by the Vietnamese people against the military invasion of their 
country by the United States. 1 8 America goes on increasing her 
military strength in violation of the Geneva Agreement. She bas 
475000 troops and 31000 aircrafts in South Vietnam. She bas used 
Napalm, Lazy dogs and fragmentation bombs. She bas introduced 
poisonous gas on a wide scale. Her bombardment on the North are 
directed not only against military targets but also against hospitals, 
schools and sanatoria. The bombing bas exceeded tonnages exploded 
during: World War II and the Korean War, and approaches Hiroslma 
pmportions. The result? It has exterminated, in · addition to some 
170,000 North Vietnamese-Vietcong, close to half-a-million civilian 
population of whom a minimal 200,000 were children and has left an 
incalculable number wounded or permanantly disabled, the Americans 
have tortured, mutilated and murdered in their hundreds prisoners of war 
and Civilian internees. The U. S. forces have also chemically devastated 
vast areas of the country and left them unfit for cultivation ; they have 
destroyed the food-stocks of entire villages ; they have participated with 
their allies in the raping of an estimated 22,000 women and young girls ; 
they have transformed Saigon into a gigantic brothel and degraded Vietna­
mese womenhood and have totally subverted the people's right to self-deter­
mination .19 Yet America is fa_r from achieving a military victory. She 

·. has· not been able to crush the freedom movement. The reason behind 
all these, .as Mao Tse Tung bas said, is the ignorance of the "decisive 
political fact that ..... . Government cut off from the Masses could not 
win against wars of liberation," 2 0 

But then what is the ultimate solution? It rests on the American 
realization that "it is nationalism, not Communism, that animates the 
resistance movement in Vietnam against all foreigners, and now parti-
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cularly against Americaus." 2 1 And so there is only one honourable 

course open to the U. S. in Vietnam and that course is unilatera l, un­

conditional withdrawal. Only by its voluntary adoption of this honou­
rable, if belated, course of action can the United States hope to replace 

with confidence and respect the mistrust and contempt in which she is 

now held by most of the rest of the world. If America does not do 
this but intensifies bombing on the North, increases her milita ry strength 
in the South and at the same time goes on making peace proposa ls, it will 

be our duty, the duty of every freedom loving person to side wi th the 
Vietnamese people. As Bertrand Russel wri tes, the end of the wa r in 

Vietnam will depend on our capacity to speak and act clearly, alerti ng 
people to its origin and motive fo rce. When people in Great Britain 

and America oppose Johnson effectively, then and only then wi ll the 
war end. No other solution is possible. 2 2 It is hea rtenin g to no tice 
the growing liberal opposition in the United States to the officia l policy 
on Vietnam. 
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THE LATE PRINCIPAL 

APURVAK UMAR CHANDA 

Professor (and Head of the Depa rtment) of English, Pre si­

dency College, 1926-30, 1933-34 ; Principal, 1943-44. An 

M. A. of Oxford (where he came into close co ntact with men 

like R,)be rt Bridges, G . K. Chesterton , Aldous Huxley, Herbert 

Rea d, etc.), he was , after a brief spell a t the Calcutta U ni ve rsity, 

appointed to the Indian Educational Service and posted as Prin­

cipal, D acca Intermediate College. Thou gh he was a t Presidency 

Cvllege only for short periods, his vivac ious perso nality left 

quite a ~ tamp on the College and he is still remembered with affec­

tion and esteem by his many pupils . Tn his s ubj~ct he was 

especially interested at the two ends of it-Old E ngli sh and 

twentiet!i-century English Litera ture. His Prin cipalship of the 

College, though brief, was marked by important innova tio ns 

tha t have come to stay-e .g., admission of girl students ; 

making the Degree C ourses Honours -oriented by stopping the 

admission of Pass students; markin g attendance with figures 

instead of p's and a's as previously ; promul!'a ti on of the pre­

sent constitution of the Students' Union (which he drew up 

himself) based on the principle of proportional representation. 

He also served several other Government Colleges in undi vided 
Bengal as their Principal , was the first Indian Director of Public 

Instruction of the province, officiated for some time as Addi­

tional Secretary to its Department of Educati on, and after 

retirement , was appointed Chairman of the newly set-up Board 

of Secondary Education. In 1936 he was a member of the 

Indian delegation to the League of Nations, and from 193 6 to 

1940, a nomin a ted member of the Centra l Legislature ; he was 

also a member of the Central Board of Film Censors. His life­

long friendship with Sudhindranath Dutta and close association 
with Rabindranath Tagore and his circle (he accompanied the 

Poet as his private secretary during his visits to Canada and 

Japan ) made him a well-known fi gure in literary circles in 

Bengal in his time. The Rabindra Parishad of Presidency 
College owes a great deal to him. 

Our most respectful homage to the memory of the deceased. 

I 



RODIN, THE SCULPTOR 
Kalyan Kumar Chakravarty 

6th Year, M.A. (Modern History) 

'Here are figures that express the essential attitudes of a man's 
aspiration and interpret the whole Jaw of his body. TheseJ illu5trate 
the storms of desire, the calm of expectation, untiring hopes, eternal 
disillusionments, the grandeur as well as the desolation of his life, a 
thirst so great that all the waters of the world dry up in it like a single 
drop, a heroism so hopeless that its glory fades like a smile. Over this 
grand panorama of inanimate life, throbbing with still passion, looms 
the image of the Thinker; sitting silent and immobile ; contemplating 
with all seriousness over the immensity of the spectacle unfolding under 

him.' 
This is how Rene' Auguste Francois Rodin, the greatest sculptor since 

Michelangelo and the mightiest thinker in stone of modern times, 
would have described the nature of his art. 

Rodin was a Parisian, born in 1840, in a working-class-quarter 
No. 3, Rue de La Arbale'te. When a child of five, Aunt Therese gave 
him black drawing crayons with which he drew all and sundry on papers 
used for wrapping grocery and on walls of the dingy alley. His father, 
Tean Baptiste Rodin, a police messenger, pictured for his son a bright 
future as a minor police official and intensely disliked this perverse 
drawing habit of the child . He stnt him to a Jesuit ~chool and then to 
Brother Alexander's institution. In the Jesuit school where art was a 
taboo, Rodin seer etly sketched the harsh and stiff features of the tea­
chers with an unholy joy. Latin and Geography however were chaos 
in his mind and Brother Alexander sent him back as uneducable. 
Inspite of his father, Rodin finally got himself admitted into the Reu 

de L'ecole, a famous preparatory school of arts, with the help of 

Barnouvin, Sister Marie's friend. Professor Lecoq of the school, who 
befriended him throughout his life, was a remarkable and unorthodox 
teacher, who taught him to draw by training his memory. As be did 
not have the money to buy colours, Lecoq gave him stone with a 
warning that sculpture was hard and poor. since the only patron, the 
Government, was always changing. After some time he sought to 
enter into the official Beaux-Arts, but was rejected thrice. 

2 
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About this time Barnouvin married another girl, and Marie in 
despair took the veil and pined away to death. Grieved at the loss of 
his emotional twin, his solace and confidante Rodin entered the 
monastery of the Eudistes as Brother Augustin. But his restless spirit 
found no consolation in solitude and austerity. Subjects for sculpture, 
Marie's head above all, struggled up in his mind like a great hungry mass 
against extinction. Father Eymard persuaded him to see that the order 
was not an way of escape but of fulfilment, that he could serve God better 
in the world by serving beauty with sacrifice and selfdenial. Six 
months later, therefore, Rodin returned and began to work for a 
livelihood, at first as an assistant with Carriere-Belleuse then as a partner 
with the Dutch Van Rasbourg. But this commercial drudgery tired him 
and Rodin decided to strike out on his own, whatever the cost. He 
visited the museums of Belgium, Holland and Italy and studied the great 
masters of painting and sculpture. He admired with an in tense sense of 
participation Rembrandt who had made an undying world with his hands 
even as everything was dying around him and within him. He marvelled 
at the calm, graceful balance and reason of Phidias' sculpture. The Greek 
ideal of beauty which disdained the humble, the malformed and the witles~ , 

and was designed only for the affluent, the elect and the handsome had 
no appeal for him. But its perfect harmony between the thought and 
the matter captivated him. Above all, he gloried in Michelangelo ' s 
Gothic virility which had made him paint as if he was unable to endure 
his own 'puny body. Michelangelo's themes, the striving for eternity, 
the contention of soul against the bonds of matter, the sanctity of effort 
and suffering filled Rodin's mind with a sneering contempt for his own 
recent works. But Michelangelo's contempt for life did not attract him 
since he loved life for the intoxicating experiences it provided. All his life 
Rodin, by his own admission, swayed between Phidias and Michelangelo. 

Rodin's work grew, misled neither by praise nor by blame, alone with 
itself and with nature. Long cradled in purity, it made its debut in the 
world like a triumphant, invincible reality which did not crave justification 
from the approval of the multitude. This thorough mastery over his 
medium, acquired in these early years, accounted for his unshakable 
confidence in later life. 

Rodin's first important work was the Man Awakening to Nature, re­
presenting the first palpitation of reason in humanity still young. The 
legs of the youth, not yet fully awake, are still lax and almost racillating, 
but as our eyes mount up, we see the pose becoming firmer, the chest 
expanding, the face lifting itse I towards the sky and the arms stretching 
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in an effort to throw off the tor por. This realistic, sensuous and delicate 
figure was at first accepted by the Paris Salon but was subsequently 
removed by an embarassed jury from public exhibition when it was 
attacked on all hands as obscene, as a hermaphrodite, as being cast on the 
flesh of the model. It was only by lodging a protest, sending photographs 
and casts of the model that Rodin could secure an equivocal rebuttal of 
the popular verdict from the jury. 

In 1878 Rodin created John the Baptist. John advances with an 
earth-spanning stride, with arms agitated, fingers widespread, mouth agape. 
His features though rough, rugged and stark are yet the proud features of 
a man possessed of a passion beyond himself. The figure outraged all 
conventional ideas about bow a saint should be seen. But the Salon 
accepted it and awarded it the third medal. 

St. John won Rodin influential friends. The Ministry of Fine Arts . 
now offered him the choice of a state command as an amende honourable 
for all that he had gone through and placed at his disposal a studio, free of 
charge;in the statemarble repository. Rodin decided to execute the scene 
of the Gate of Hell from the 3rd canto of Dante's Inferno on a door for 
the future museum of decorative Arts. From 1880 till almost 1917, 
Rodin remained fascinated and absorbed with the subject, spending on it 
all sides of his varied and stupendous genius. 

The gate expressed Rodin's deep concern for France's fate as a 
nation and man's fate as man. For France it was an age of decadence 
and corruption. Napoleon III had gone, leaving a legacy of shame to the 
republican Government in the loss of Alsace-lorraine to Germany. In 
place of a democratic empire, there was now an empire of democracy 
and while France had been corrupt at the top before, now it was corrupt 
at the bottom. Religion was in disgrace and science had failed 
to bring the expected utopia. Men found virtue drab and boring, 
sin exciting and interesting. Art was dead and men had ceased to 
meditate, to dream or to contemplate. All they cared for was 
utility and physical pleasure. They bad no love for their profes­
sion and regarded it as a frightful necessity, a cursed drudgery. Even the 
French Salons, which were once nurseries of art, were like spentup 
women who liked to be courted but were incapable of giving love. The 

· <;Tate, Rodin decided, would be man's 'Valle'e de 1a mise're'. Dante's 
'Leave all hope, ye that enter' burnt itself into his brain, 

So conceived, the Gate became a vast writhing sea of demoniac 
anguish, ferocity and carnality. There is Ugolin, the Pisan Count, 
pending over the flesh of hjs dead cpildren in devouring hunger, but at the 
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same time, turning away his head in horror,-the ceiltauress , yearning 

despairingly with her longin g arms towards an unattainable end but her 
bind-hoofs grappling the soil, in a vain effort to kick f ree,-the three 

figures, bent downwards by the abysmal pressure, the thinker, bearing the 
tremendous pressure with in himself, struggling to cl imb out of the brute 

into the thinker. Such was the G ate exhibiting in all 176 fi gures. 
Rod in ' s bell is the earth, the human existence, a hell o f compassion 

and suffering. There are no demon s o r devils to tempt or a ttack the 

sinners. The demons are their own flesh and thought, the ir love and 
bates. They are not wilful sinners . They are swept on inspite of them­
selves by degrading excess or by the law of time. Their gestures , failing 
to understand their own significance, are no longer resolute and direct as 
in ancient statues. They are much more distracted and has ty, impatient 
and nervous, hurried and abrupt. There is much more mourn ing for what 
is lost, much less courage in att acking obstacles, much more ca lculation, 
and much less spontaneity. Thi s is a desolate world- born in the pity of 

the artist. 
Though R od in was st ill a suspect becau se of his heretical figures, 

there was a wave of publ ic sympathy for the 'Gates' because of the rumours 
about a royalist-clerical plot to destroy th em. Soon however the Ministry 
of Fine Arts, began prodding Rodin to finish the tomb which threa tened 
to end up being his own . Rod in , however, manged to take his own ti me. 

In 1884, the city of Calais aske d him to execu te a monum ent in 
honour of it s heroic burghers, who, in 1347 had offe red themselves up to 
Edward III of En gland in sacr ifice to prevent the ma ssacre of the rest of 
the inhabitants. Rod in at once felt that there was a point in th is story in 
that great moment of the sett ing forth of the burghers, a t which something 
sublime and simple had happened, something independent of circums­
tances. Six men rose up before him, each of whom stood ready to bear 
his life out of the city, with solemn rejoicing of spirit and suffering of the 

body and yet coming to his decision in his own way and Jiving through 
the last hour in his own manner. 

The men had laid aside all but the ir shirts, fa stened rope around 
their necks and set out with the keys of the town and the fortress­
followed by the retreating sounds of the ·wailing and weeping crowd. 
Rodin created the aged leader, Eustace de sa int Pierre with the ban ging, 
loose-jointed arms and the heavy, trail ing st ep of an old man, weary with , 
the privations of a long siege . H e does not hesitate, he is not afraid. He 
advances steadily, his venerable head bowed with its long grey hair, his 
eyes half-closed in silont communion. To his right stands the burgh~'" 
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holding the key which be must deliver to the English. He bas not ear for 
his own fate, but be stiffens his whole body to muster the strength to bear 
the humiliation of the capitulation of his city. His lips are pursed 
together, his hands bite into the key and in his lean, straight frame 
defiance is set aflame. To the left, there is a man, bowing his head in 
submission as if already offering it to the executioner and walking almost 
too fast, as if, having decided upon the sacrifice. he longs to shorten the 
time separating him from his dread martyrdom. Behind them comes 

another burgher who, holding his bowed bead in his hands, tries to collect 
himself, but then abandons himself to violent despair, thinking of those 
whom his going would leave destitute. A fifth burgher, younger than 
others turns back his head and makes a fatalistic gesture with his right 
band. He is anxious, but resigned. Finally there is the man 'passing 
through life'. Hi s right arm rises before his eyes as if to dissipate some 
frightful nightmare and opens in the air as if to let something go. He is 
taking leave of all uncertainty, all happiness unrealized, all suffering 

unfelt, all that the shining mornings of life might have brought with 
them, as also of the death which be had though t to meet after many, many 

days. 
In 1895 the figures were dedicated and placed in the market place of 

Calais, the same spot from which the sad pilgrimage once began. They 
stood silent on a pedestal, a little above the daily life of the people, stark 
in the solitude of the wind and the sky, like a living chaplet of suffering 
and sacrifice. With the dedication they immedia tely became fellow 
citizens of all French men, who bad yielded, yet not yielded, who were 
suffering, yet would endure, fra gments . as it were, of the French soil, 
impregnated with French spiritual dignity and heroism in the face of 
tragedy. Rodin was made an honorary cit izen by the city of Calais. 

In 1890 the Socie'te des Gens des lettres de France commissioned 
Rodin to make a statue of Balzac to commemorate the lOOth anniversary 
of his birth. Balzac was the first writer Rodin read who wrote about a 
world he knew the world of 'La Come' die Humaine'. He visited Balzac's ' , 
home, the landscape of Touraine, which constantly reappears in his 
works, read and reread his letters and works, living through Pere Goriot, 
Rastigna and thousand other characters created by Balzac. He studied 
all his existing portraits, pressed into his service the records of his 
contemporaries and got the exact measurements of Balzac from an aged 
tailor who bad fitted him some 6o years ago. Finally he ferreted out a 
magnificent model, a short necked, strong chested, fat-ballied, stubby 

le~ged peasant from Touraine, Pierre Raile the butcher. 
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The Balzac that was born was a broad, striding figure, lost in the 
shroud of a Dominican robe. The colossal body is strung with the enor­
mous head by a huge neck. The face is fleshy, ravaged, pathetic, yet 
kindly lying back on a mass of disheveled hair. It is the face of an 
element, seething with creative power. The intoxicating glance, would 
have furnished the world, had it been empty. The flowing robe, the 
plaster cast gave the heavy body an amazing lightness, a sense of soaring. 
The figure appears ccrrectly to· answer La Martine's descriptioo,-'There 
was so much soul in him that it seemed to carry the weight lightly.' This 
was Balzac,-the man of abundant imagination, the founder of genera­
tions, the squanderer of destinities. 

The Socie'te wanted the figure at the end of the stipulated 18 
months but Rodin, as usual, could not finish. The hostile majority 
in the socie'te, decided to sue him in court, but moved by public opinion, 
postponed action till 1898 when Balzae was shown. The majority group 
rejected it as unfinished, since Rodin had cut off his arms as too 
powerful for the body. They condemned it as a snowman, a plaster seal, 
a satyr on a gross picnic, as an insult to human dignity, a slur on a great 
writer and a monstrosity. Even the Paris _Municipal Council rejected 
the figure in horror. Rodin's friends wanted him to bring a suit against 
socie'te. Alarmed however at the prospect of losing his valuable time, 
Rodin withdrew the figure and returned the money to the socie'te. 

In 1897 Rodin did a bust and a figure of Hugo. Hugo, already 
martyred by too many sculptors, refused to pose for him. But an oppor­
tunity came. Juliette Drouct, Hugo's mistress for 50 long years, was 
dying with cancer. Hugo visited her everyday. Juliette invited Rodin to 
model Hugo from the alcove overlooking the sickroom through heavy 
drapes, so that Hugo might not know about it. Resolved not to be 
over sympathetic to Hugo, Rodin yet saw Hugo's spirit pervading his 
work, the spirit that never admitted defeat, that refused to see ugliness 
in humanity, that kept a never-ending watch over his beloved France. 
Hugo came alive with a strong jaw, severe cheeklines, powerful brow, 
rugged beard, passionate eyes, close-cropped hair, a supercilious and 
combative look. Placed on a rock by the sea, undraped like the 
elements, he was holding converse with the ocean. Rodin thus chose 
what be took to be the peak of Hugo's life, his rebellion against 
Napoleon La Pe,.tit and his exile in Guernsay. 

Rodin created pairings of Orpheus and Eurydice, Adonis and Venus 
Cupid and Psyche, Satyr and Faun, Pan and Nymph. The groups are 
~aresses in stone, without m~th or relicence, modesty pr ~ham~. His 
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'Eternal Idol' shows a sunlit Adonis kis&ing a glistening nymph . The 
delicate and pliant body of the kneeling nymph leans gently backward 

and her halfclesed eyes gaze down with an expression of forbearance, 
majesty and patience as if from the height of some silent night, upon the 
man, whose face is buried in her breast as in a bed of flowers. He is 
kneeling in an attitude of devotion, lower down in the stone, his 
hands placed behind him like useless, helpless things. "There is 
something of the atmosphere of purgatorio in the work. A heaven is at 

band, but not yet attained. A hell is near which is not yet forgotten. 
As so often with Rodin , one does not dare interpret its meaning. It 
has thou sands''. 

Rodins' s first important bust 'The 1 man with the broken nose' was 
made fro m the face of Bibi, a derelict beggar, in 1864. The features 
are ravaged by striving, the forehead is caved in, the beard is clotted 
~c1d bristly , the eyes are sodden and troubled, the mouth is parched and dry, 
the nose is a ruin. The face makes n0 accusation, no appeal for sympathy. 
It seems to carry within itself its own justice, a patience great enough for 

all its burdens. Rodin did many other busts. There is the scu!ptor 
Dalou, whose face vibrates with jealous energy and nervous fatigue, 
Henri Rochefort a pugnacious insurgent, with a forehead full of bumps, 
a mad beard and a wild tuft of hair, Puvis de chavannes with a high 
fore head and calm glance betraying the sublime landscapist, Baudelaire 

-somber, intense, suspicious, with a prevailing air of corruption. 
Finally, Rodin created numerous hands, 'Hand of God' and Devil, 

hands upright and angry, hands in motion, in slumber, hands tired and 

without desire. 
In 1900 Rodin built a pavilion housing all his pieces near the 

'Exposit ion Universele' with which Paris was celebrating the advent of the 
20th century. The exhibition was a roaring success and Rodin's fame 

long overdue, now pervaded the western world. 
Aft er the 1900 ' World Fair' Rodin concentrated more and more on 

painting. When king Sisowath of Cambodia and his daughter Samphoudry, 

came to F rance with their suite of dancers and musicians, Rodin followed 
them all the way down from Paris to Merseilles simply to watch their 

movements. In them, be divined movements formerly unknown, in 

comparison with which I even Mit:helangelo 's movements appeared to be 

hardly more tha n static contortions. The additional colours which their 
costumes inspired, were immediately recorded in his drawings. In his 

washdrawings, dry-point etchings and the Les Aquarelles be traced the 

frenzied law of the sexes, man's most secret beauties of attitude. The 
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drawings reveal the unconscious effor t, the trembling won der, the pa tient 

analysis and the unhurried science of Rodin. 

Rodin obeyed nature in everything and never sought to command 
or improve her. He never dictated to his models the attitude they should 
take. He watched them freely moving about and when a movement 
pleased him he seized the pose immediately. For him, everything in 
nature was beautiful , because every thing in na ture has character . He 
never ·sought to soften the grimace of pain, the sha pelessness of age , the 
perversity of mind. He believed, above all , that in nature nothin g has 
more character than the human body, even in debility , disease and 
deformity. So the constant familiarity with the human body, which the 
Greeks acquired in watching the games, Rodin acquired by keepin g a 

continuous supply of models in movement . 

Rodin's sculpture is never in repose. It is always in restless 
movement. In nature all is movement. In decomposition, which is also 
movement, even death is subordinated to life. The unive rse is a ever­
widening circle of hurtling motions. The heart beats, the blood moves, 
the mind roams fa r and wide. Sculpture, if it wanted to represent nature, 
could riot take as its ideal a non-existent calm. H owever, Rodin' s move­
ment never passes beyon d the sur face of the plastic object itself. It is 
contained within the p iece of sculpture like a wa ter within the walls of a 
vessel. The vibrant mobility, therefore, never dis turbs archite ctural calm 

and stability. 

The moveme_nt is created by capturing the transition from one attitude 
to another. The life of the modern man, which is spent in the t ransi­
tionary states, does not have a beginning or an end. Photographs 
reproduce all parts of a body simultaneously at some sixtieth of a second, 
creating an impression of a body petrified in mid-air. Time is thus abruptly 
suspended. Time, in real ity, doe s not stop and Rodin ' s sculpture which 
represents the progressive development of a movemen t is, in this sense, 
more truthful than photographic representation. 

In order to interpret the movement Rodin made the plastic objects 
take possession of light and use it as th eir own. The inclines of the surface 
were manifoldly varied so that ligh t wbich fell on th em might glide from 
one incline to another, now slowly, now in cascade, now gleaming, now 
dull. In order to collect the light · within the object, Rodin united the 
fi gures and arranged the planes in such a way tha t the eye was not carried 
beyond the object into empty space. The objects themselves, instead of 
standing in stark isolation agains t the space, appear to melt into vast 
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distances, communing with a darkling, soaring, enduring life. This makes 
them visible from far off. 

Rodin had the power of bestowing on any part of the body the 
independent vitality of the whole. His statues, often without arms or 
legs, are yet complete in their self sufficiency. Arms and legs, they give 
the impression, are a superfluous adornmen t-something for the afHuent 
and self indulgent, not for those in pursuit of noble poverty. 

Rodin's great achievement was to restore to the art of sculpture a 
sense of stylistic integrity lost since the death of Michelangelo in three 
centuries of mannerism and academicism. If anatomy or colour were false, 
he knew, the artist would only raise a laugh when be wanted to be the 
most touching. His craft consisted of volumes and voids, holes and 
lumps, mass and space, planes and contours, weights and blocks, arranged 
in perfect harmony with each other and the surroundings-creating a vast 
symphony. He conceived form in depth and thickness, never in length ; 
regarded a surface not as fiat but as the extremity of an interior volume 
and looked for life which surges from a centre, expanding outwards 
from within. 

To parade pyrotechnics of craft without trying to reveal the soul 
beneath was, however, an anathema for Rodin. It was like polishing the 
plough-share instead of driving it int1l the earth. He did not mumble any 
creed or perform any ceremonies. His religion was the worship of the 
eternal verities, hidden under fleeting lines and colours. The 'I~itation of 
Christ' by Spinoza was his favourite book in which he read the word 'art' 
in place of the word 'God'. His vision of a universal law of form was 
clarified by Spinoza's God of immanence and extension. When he retraced 
his drawing, enclosing the particular and the universal in the unity of a 
single line; when he advanced from the undulations of flesh to their 
geometric repose, at that moment he experienced Spinoza's endeavour to 
unite his thinking soul with the great consciousness underlying nature as a 
whole. He also beli\!ved, for apprehending nature, in Spinoza's fourth 
manner of understanding by which a thing is said to be perceived through 
its own essence. His devotion was not to the apotheosis of Man's genius 

. most common to the artists of his time, but to the impersonal source of' 
art-nature. Man, he believed with humility, reveals but does not create. 
In a materialistic and secularized world which grinds away the personal, 
be celebrated in his sclupture the most intimate emotions of his soul, the 
joys and sorrows of private existence, asking men to live after the dictates 
of their heart and thus helping to erode the tyrannies of convention. And 
so he enriched the soul of humanity, discovering to them riches , in them-

3 
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selves until then unknown, giving them new reasons for loving life, new 
lights to guide them. He united, therefore, in perfect and errorless 
balance, the softest mysteries of emotion with the implacable severities of 
science. 'It is a work of longing which makes an artist', he declared his 
final verdict. 'The main thing is to be moved, to hope, to live, to tremble. 
Be a man before being an artist.' 

Rodin influenc..:d later artists not by telling them to do as he did but 
by revealing their own genius to them and by pushing them to its full 
sway. The greatest debt of the 20th century sculptures is to Rodin, 
whether they were his studio assistants like Bourdelle or De5piall, or came 
under his direct influence like Brandusi, Matisse, Malliol, Alberto 
Giacometti or whether they derived from the same tradition like Rosso, 
Martini and Epstein, 

It is difficult to pigeonhole Rodin as an impressionist or a cubist. It 
is true that he exhibited with Monet, owned Vangogh's picture, redis­
covered El Graco, that be tried to copy what he saw, capture the geome­
trical truth in creation and break up the planes to record the fleeting effects 
of light. But then, though, for him, form was revealed to sight, the inner 
truth was revealed to touch. Unlike impressionists, he never based his 
methods on the optical theories of physicists, or dissolved everything into 
dazzling atmospheric vibrations or forgot the material he worked with, 
He placed his reliance like the post-impressionists, on solidly constructed 
forms. In contrast to impressionists who took up still life and landscape 
as their primary genres, he regarded the human body as his central theme. 
Far from counterfeiting reality, like impressionists, with photographic or 
mimetic accuracy, be sought to endow it with the soul he divined under it. 
The suggestion in all his work that forms are never integral, but in the 
process of becoming something else, that moments are non-existent and 
time is one continuous flow without climaxes or pauses, does create a 
link with ~ Monet, a Pisarro, a Rosso, or a Seurat. But even cubism or 
impressionism has not been able to represent, like Rodin, the eroding 
action of time in all its tragic extent or to evaluate the eternal human hope 
for moral stability in a perpetually fluctuating world. 

Rodin was a pitiless element susceptible only to sculpture and his 
life reduced itself to work, to planes and contours. So simple became his 
life, that he never went wrong. In this lay a certain renunciation of life, 
but in this renunciation lay his triumph, because life entered into his work. 
Immovably centred like Emerson's hero, be has acted as a signpost to all 
the arts in this confused age, 

In his work he was sustained but slow, believing a hard work rather 
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than inspiration. Nature takes time over her creation. He could not 
hurry nature while interpreting it. He was a perfectionist who could never 
finish, who was never satisfied with a statue when it was finished, and who 
realized at the fag-end of his life that he was only beginning to learn the 
elementary principles of sculpture. By his love for his work for its own 
sake he established the truth in a benighted world, which regarded work 
as a mere means to existence, that the artist is the man who takes pleasure 
in what he does. 

No matter with whom Rodin made love, a part of him always 
remained detached. In his life he came to care in different ways, for two 
women , Rose Beuret and Camille Claude!, but refused to marry either. 
Rose served him blindly, looked after his studio, cooked, cleansed and 
slaved. She believed in him even if she did not understand him. Her 
devotion was rewarded, accidentally though, by a marriage with Rodin 
two weeks before her death, 50 years after the birth of their only son. 
When after Rose's death, time came to close the coffin, Rodin kissed her 
gently on the lips and whispered 'what beautiful sculpture'. Camille, a 
beautiful, refined and a patrician woman was half his age when she came 
as a student. She loved him intensely. But she was not content with 
being compelled and subjugated. She wanted marriage. She had a desire 
to shatter the images be had made in her likeness, which he caressed with 
loving devotion, a devotion in which she felt an extraordinary humiliation. 
Her love interfered with Rodin, who was wedded to art. He refused to 
marry her. She left broken hearted, and lost her sanity. All Rodin could 
say was, 'France has lost a beautiful sculptress'. 

Rodin had less faith in individuals than in general ideas and his 
friendship was limited to a tacit understanding of the essential objects. 
And yet a friend , whom he often visited, could write about him, 'when he 
goes, he leaves some quality of gentleness like twilight in the room, as if a 
woman had been there'. 

Because of his undivided nature, Rodin did not take the slightest 
interest in politics. In the first world war he began hating the Germans 
only when they destroyed the Rheims Cathedral. He refused to sign a 
petition demanding retrial of Dreyfus, because it took all his time to 
fight for Balzac. He did not agree with the republicans that French 
history started in 1789, nor with the royalists that the French should 
return to Louis XIV or Bonaparte. He did not like to be called a royalist 
because he cared for Notre Dame and chartres aud on the next day to be _ 
accused of revolution because he made the buq~hers humble men except 
f9r Saint· Pierre, 
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Gradually Rodin's energy began to seep away. In 1916 he signed 
over all his art to France in return for the establishment of the Rodin 
museum in Hotel Biron. Since the senate refused to accept his work as 
unholy when, being a bachelor, he had also granted a life annuity to one 
Rose, Rodin sanctified his gift by marrying Rose. Rose died and even 
Camille's beautiful face began slipping away from his memory like a 
dream. He felt as if sculpture was being alienated from him. He had a 
stroke of cerebral congestion ending in haemorrhage and on November 
12, 1917, his 77th birth day, he lapsed into a dreamless sleep, looking 
like his sculpture. 

In his own life time Rodin began by being suspected as a maverick, 
a rebel, a nonconformist. In his own time be saw a generation of sculp­
tors, growing up who condemned him as a re-actionary, a minor im· 
pressionist, a mere modeler. Today he is worshipped as a demi-god, 
who can do no wrong. 

Rodin belongs to those Olympians, who continue to excite, puzzle, 
disturb and enlighten men for all time. He raised the immense arc of his 
world above us and made it a part of natu~e. Well might Bourdelle, his 
greatest disciple say, "The air would be less sweet to breathe without 
the power and grace your work spreads abroad." 

WHITHER OUR DEMOCRACY 
Paramananda Paul 

B. A. (3rd year), Political Science Honours. 

It is .in the post-Nehru period that how far we are successful in 
our commitment to a democratic set-up has become an arena of contro-
versy among political thinkers The issue is indeed · . · , , very pertme n t 
particularly when our country has already witnessed ~-'ou 1 1 · 
• 1 , r genera e ectwns 
m a more or less peaceful manner. 

The days when, government of the people, for the people and by 
the people, would form the kernel of perfect d . . . emocracy are gone, as 
democracy m modern times Is being defined b h 
· d . . Y many aphazard ways 
10 or er to su1t different conditions prevaiii'ng i d'ffi . 

h E 1 d' . n 1 erent countnes. 
T us ns an s parliamentary democracy p k' t , b · , a IS an s as1c democracy 



WHITHER OUR DEMOCRACY 21 

and Mao Tse Tung's new democracy all, though claiming to possess the 
same degree of democratic spirit, vary in their respective ideas. It is 
in this perspective that the world's biggest democracy of ours, however, 
following the Western concept of parliamentary democracy, may also be 
said to have formed a class by itself in its way of promoting general wei· 
fare and security of the people. 

In our constitution we have given to ourselves a stable democratic 
form of government in the Western sense, and have, to some extent at 
least, fulfiUed the high aspirations of Attlee when be described us as the 
''Light of Asia", for whereas almost aU Afro-Asian Commonwealth 
countries introduced a parliamentary democratic form of government of 
the British type, only two,-lndia and Nigeria are still capable of 
running it, though with its effective sharpness blunt. In four general elec­
tions our people have freely exercised the democratic right of choosins 
their representatives to Parliament. The widespread reverses suffered by 
the Congress Party in the last general election have amply proved the 
futility of N. Maxwell's observation that, "Democracy in India is govern­
ment of the politician, by the politician and for the politician ;" even 
our illiterate people have shaken off their traditional habit of voting 
for the Congress blindly without considering anything, and have thus 
registered their voice of dissatisfaction with the maladministration of the 
ruling party. That the surprising results of the fourth general election 
have once again proved to all political parties in India that no one can 
bully a democratic people for ever is an outstanding blessing of democracy 
for our poor country. Again, we have also successfully got over the 
different problems of choosing successors to Nehru and Shastriji. Thus 
so far as our democracy in the constitutional sense is concerned, we are 
more or less on a victory stand. 

But democracy is something more than a mere institutional expre­
ssion. It is, in its true sense, a habit of mind permeating the social, 
cultural, political and economic life of a country. Thus as Dr. S. 
Radhakrishnan puts it, democracy is ''more than adult suffrag~; it is 
the institutional manifestation of a refined way of life, which exalts the 
individual and invests him with dignity.'' It is in our failure to realize 
the vital link between institutional democracy and the experience of our 
people with a democratic way of life that various anti-democratic forces 
have greatly cropped up with all their menacing problems. 

During the British rule, all the progressive currents of transforming 
our culturally and economically outmoded society into a constructive 
fellowship were ruthlessly freezed with the inevitable result that th<; 
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existing social structure failed to prove itself to be a fertile ground for 
sowing the seeds of a new democratic order. Thus our democracy had 
a premature birth having no connexion with an organic growth in the 
gradual process of evolution of our so::iety. It was, therefore, the 
sudden result of a democratic revolution that created our Parliament and 
political parties. 

With the withdrawal of the British, various well-to-do classes . in 
our country have been on the blind rush for filling the resultant power­
vacuum. This has gradually led to a chaotic situation in which our 
political parties are found to prefer standing for safeguarding the interests 
of certain classes to being guided by their high sounding principles. 
The evidence of this "Will be found in the increasing popularity of 
a some what communally indoctrinated party like the Jana Sangh in some 
important states after the last general election. 

One of the potential blows to our democratic constitution is that 
we have created our constitutional structure and institutions on the 
Western pattern suitable for a laissez-faire techno-democracy and middle­
class leadership. This has tremendously harmed our intention to 
introduce a socialistic pattern of society along with economic controls and 
plans. The increasing accumulation of wealth in a few bands is an 
eye-opener to the fact that we are gradually escaping from the reality that 
our democracy is to be a creation of the poor peasantry rather than of 
the.bourgeoise. Our Third Five-Year Plan reached a very gloomy end, 
and no one knows when the Fourth will start even though the Planning 
Commission bas recently been drastically reformed. The evil spirit of 
devaluation seems to be· lurking in the soaring pdces of essential 
commodities. In our country of chronic economic problems, we can no 
longer tolerate this ''widespread incompetence and the gross mismanage­
ment of our resources," to put in Dr. Radhakrishnan's words. 

It is somewhat irksome to note that although our production of 
foodgralns t.as increased by 55 per cent since 1951, we have still to depend 
solely upon food imports from the USA through P. L. 480 to feed our 
people. A country bowed down by overpopulation, disease, drought, 
famine, floods, poverty and violent disturbances is the real picture of India 
today. Under · such circumstances, it is no wonder that our people have 
already le>st their confidence, courage and vigour. 

. . The absence of any tradition of popular responsibility in our political 
!tfe IS ~nother_ fa~tor undermining our democratic strength. Our pclitics 
1s mamly ag1tat10nal ; we can never think of any problem solved without 
raisin~ some dreadful cry. Many of our sly political leagcrs take the 
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opportunity of. the irresponsible character of the masses for their individual 
or party gains ; even in the age of aggressive nationalism, our out­
standing leaders had acted merely as unifying forces with a callous 
indifference towards their prime responsibility to educate the masses in 
liberal democratic ways. In politics, miracles are impossible ; hence it is 
not surprising if such masses today are not prepared for sacrificing a little 
for their democratic country. Our democracy may be in peril if the 
present cult of anarchy and violence among the people continues and if 
the leaders always subscribe to give what the people want without teaching 
them what they should want. 

'Status Quo' in our chauvinistic sentiments is a great impediment 
to our democratic progress. Equally obstructive is the blind love or 
regard of many for everything foreign. Besides, our patriotism is often 
imbued by narrow political interests ; thus whereas the Left Parties would 
resist any invasion of Western ideas and sentiments into our country, the 
Right Parties and the Congress would always see a sinister development in 
the spread of Communistic ideas which is posing a great realistic 
challenge to our faked democratic socialism. 

Our country being a land of different religions, frequent frictions 
between certain religious cultures intensify our anxiety, Some 
authorities, who are in favour of secularizing the aggressive Hindu cultural 
tradition, would point out that it was only the religious-political weapon 
of the 'Cow Slaughter Ban' movement that enabled the Jana Sangh to 
rout the Congress in Delhi in the last general election ; it is, they hold, a 
dangerous trend to drag rtligion into the field of politics for party gains. 
There are also some who criticize the alleged pro-minority attitude of our 
Government and suspect that every case of enforcing democratic 
secularism bas some hidden political motivation of assisting or harming 
the interests of a certain religious group. 

For our nascent democracy the most naked evil is the mass inertia 
that primarily arises from large-scale passivity of our educated and 
middle-class people in political affairs. In the first three general elections, 
the percentage of valid votes cast were 60.3, 62.9 and 52.96 respectively ; 
this shows that our enthusiasm for active participation in the administra­
tion of our country is gradually turning shy. 

It is a wonder that the Parliament of the world's biggest democracy 
never represents the whole nation. In 1951-52 general election, the 
Congress received 44.4 per cent of the total votes cast but won 74 per cent 
of the seats of the Lok Sabha ; the Congress, ruling over our country for 
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20 years, can never claim to have bagged the votes of the majority of the 
electorate. 

The increasing gap bet ween Parliament and people, constitutional 
promises and actual happenings is an awful vice of our democracy. 
Corruption, nepotism, favouritism, jobbery, etc, have made many of our 
leaders so much debased that even the former President had to warn: 
"Our political ieaders should have a clear vision of the future of the 
country and not be content wi th their own individual comfort and 
survival.'' 

Our seemingly strong diplomatic policy has so far been quite 
successful in transforming our friends into foe s and our enemies into more 
bitter ones. Thus, having lost real friendsh ip with our neighbouring 
states, we have long been in a state of emergency for meeting any threat 
from the other side of our borders, even at the cost of our fundamental 
rights which may have the further possibility of being restricted seriously by 
an irresponsible Parliament through an amendment act by virtue of article 
368 of our constitution. Unfortunately the Judiciary has not hesitated to 
take the opportunity of such circumstances a ad has tried to deprive Parlia­
ment of its amending power by declaring in a majority statement that 
Parliament has no power to take away or abridge any of the fundament al 
rights by way of constitutional amendment, as these rights are given a trans­
cendental position and kept beyond the reach of parliamentary legislation. 
This declaration may be regarded as a kick of non-confidence by the 
Judiciary upon our sacred democratic institutions of Parliament and 
public opinion. 

The constitution of every country is what it does, wherea s 
our constitution is what it is. And so, whenever we face any 
extra-constitutional matter, we feel ourselves to be in a fix. 
Thus the actual position of the Governor of a State-neutral or 
partial to the political party ruling at the Centre-has come in for 
heated controversy, particularly after the last general election when 
many non-Congress States have emerged. There arc cases like Rajasthan 
where the Governor, it is suspected by our press and public contrary, to 
the claims of the well-wishers of Dr. Sampurnanand, has deliberately 
played the role of a Congress stooge. Such extra-constitutional problems 
need a good looking into at once by our constitution experts so that the 
democratic health of our country may be protected without any delay. 

The rapid g.rowth of fissiparous tendencies is also cornering our 
de~ocracy.' PunJab has already been split ; Mizos are not taking with a 
~ahsfied mmd the present reorganization of Assam on a regional basis . 

' 
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the problem of Na~aland is still out of control ; the border dispute 
between Maharasbtra and Mysore is gradually worsening. The Chief 
Ministers of different States always place their sole emphasis upon the 
regional interests rather than on the national good, forgetting that there is 
a country named India. The language problem, aggravated by the zeal of 
the ultra Hindi lovers to drive away English immediately from our 
country, has already cost our democracy the co-existence among different 
languages in different States. 

The Centre's unrealistic att itude to wards the non-Congress States 
particularly in respect of supplying the promised quota of food grains to 
them is the breeding ground of a tense Centre-State relationship. Our 
constitutional provisions empowering the Centre to control and interfere 
with almost every legislative, administrative and financial activity of the 
States have already hampered the execution of the federal principle, as a 
resuft of which our democracy minus the minimum of federalism has 
failed to promote any democratic cohesion bet .veen the Centre and differ· 
ent States. 

The absence of any effective opposition is perhaps the worst threat 
to the survival of our democracy. Contrary to the hopes of our consti­
tution fathers, we have a multiparty system in which the opposition, 
consisting of various parties having different ideological affiliations and 
reflecting the tri-polar power politics of the world, is not generally 
heeded by the party in power which alone holds an all India status and 
is superior to all other parties in its quantitative strength. The failure 
of the opposition parties in their potential capacity to afford alternative 
policies to our people has indirectly helped the party in power to go on 
unchecked in its autocratic activities. Retrenchment, labour unrest, 
'gheraos', 'bundhs', student indiscipline. etc., often backed by power­
seeking parties for political gains, have characterized our democratic life. 
The mean tactics of encouraging defection, followed first particularly 
by the Congress Party so as to regain the 'Paradise Lost' in some States 
which witnes5ed its fall in the last general election, has already worked 
as a boomerang, bringing a considerable discredit to our political demo· 
cracy and popular consent. 

A perusal of the foregoing vicious developments clearly unveils 
the real face of our democracy which seems to be gradually withering. 
Now, a question may naturally arise : What is the way out? According 
to critics, the answer is threefold. First, we must return to the system 
of rule by the elite, like the middle class leadership of England. But this 
is neither desirable nor possible in our country under the present circums· 

4 
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.tances. Secondly, we must educate our masses in liberal democratic 
ways ; and thirdly, the peasantry of our country must be awakened. 
These are the ways which offer the most effective solution by which 
our collapsing democracy may be saved and even bettered. With a spirit 
of ardent hope about the future of our people, leaders and constitut ional 
socialistic democracy, I conclude with the following words of Mr. C. , 
Rajagopalachari : "We shall not t urn the corner until we reach the darkest 
po~nt of the night. The darkest hour is said to be the hour before dawn. 
Let us hope that then we shall be moving towards less and less pride and 
illusion, and towards greater faith in the principles which made us free, 
towards less and less confusion arising out of futile ambitions." 

THE ROLE OF AGRICULTURE IN INDIAN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

By 

AMIT RAHA 

( Third Year , Economics ) 

Indian economic planning is unique in the sense that it is the first 
case of a country, wedded to the attainment of economic progress in a 
political set up that is essentially democratic in nature, and outside the 
Communist orb, having undertaken to plan its development. The goals of 
planning in India are three :-first, the attainment of a significant increase 
in per capita real income ; second, the reaching of the take-off stage, when 
expansion of output is self-sustaining ; and third, the obtaining of an 
equilibrium in the balance of payments ( or a slight edge of imports over 

· exports). 

Mention is required, in our context, of two doctrines of broad 
developmental strategy. The first, of which Albert Hirschman is a notable 
exponent, maintains that economic progress can be attained only by 
creating dislocations in certain sector of the economy, which are made to 
thrust forward ahead of the others. This creates 'dynamic tensions which 
induce the decisions that are necessary if other sectors are to catch up', to 
quote John P. Lewis. Then some of these latter sectors get ahead of the 
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rest, thus continuing the process. The strategy, then, should be to 
allocate adequate investment finance to a set of 'basic' industries, leaving 

the others as they are, in the first instance. 
Such a strategy, at least in the Indian case, can create more problems 

than it is likely to solve. If top priority is given to the construction of 
certain industries , without developing indus tries to supply raw materials 
to feed the former, they run below capacity and, thus, the return on the 
capital invested is below expectations. Again, foreign exchange might 
be drain~d away due to the necessity of importing supplements to domestic 
output. 

The other doctrine calls for a balanced development of all industries, 
i. e., a simultaneous development of all industries with no dislocations. 
This obviously is free from the defects of the unbalanced growth doctrine. 

Unfortunately, the Second Plan (the fi rst properly integrated and 
co· ordinated plan in the series) was built up, 'partially', on the 'unbalanced 
growth' doctrine, since the accent was more on industry, especially heavy 
industry. The logic of such a plan lay in the fact that India must build 
up a domestic industry capable of producing goods that could substitute 
the goods hitherto imported. Again, since India was steadily losing 
export markets for her traditional exports, partially due to the increased 
substitution by technological substitutes, it was imperative for her, in 
order to earn foreign exchange, to develop <lxportable engineering 
goods. 

At the time of inauguration of planning in this country, food supply 
was just able to strike an uneasy balance with the population. Surprising .. 
ly enough, nothing was done, in the sphere of agricultural research, to 
ensure, by developing high-yielding varieties of grain, a food surplus so 
that, if the population projection went wrong, and the rate of its growth 
became higher, the economy would not be thrown out of gear. True, a 
few dams were built, b ut the primary purpose was to supply electricity to 
the increasing number of industries that were springing up. The provision 
of irrigation water to cultivators was a secondary aim. 

The worst happened. As the 1961 Census proved, the growth rate 
of the population over the decade 1951-1961 bas been 2'1%. The Secoo~ 
Plan, on the other hand, had assumed a growth rate of 1'25%. Again, 
as mentioned previously, there was virtually no effort to raise agricultural 
productivity per acre. With no food surplus to fall back up on, this could 
be dangerous. Indeed , this was one of the mistakes of Indian planners. 
The Indian Second P!anframe betrays the profound influence of develop. 
meP.t models of Russia (the first <;ountry to introduce planning) and, to 
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some extent, of those of Communist China. As Vakil and Brahmanand 
blive pointed out, the Planning Commission ignored the fact that Russia 
had embarked on planning with a different 'composition of resources', 
particularly as regards the amount of land, which was much greater in its 
case, and "as regards the agricultural output, of which there was a 

&ubstantial surplus. 
How did this affect economic development? The resulting food 

ahortage Jed to a continuously rising ( demand-push ) inflationary spiral. 
Food is a basic necessity of people. With a major part of the urban 
consumer•s income being drained away on the purchase of food, ( whose 
prices were the first to rise as a rc~ sult of excess demand ), a demand defi­
ciency occurred in the cases of the other consumers' goo ds. Ordinarily, 
the prices of the latter good11 should fall. Actua lly, however, their prices 
rose. This is accounted for by two facts. The fi rst is the tendency of wages 
to rise or to remain constant, but not fa ll , due mostly to the results of trade 
union activity. The other (and probably, the more important) was that 
<1emand rose continually in the rural areas. The agricultural producer today 
retains, for personal consumption, more food than he used to, former ly, 
according to the Report of the Foodgrain Enquiry Commission. The rema­
inder he sells at a profit far above that he realised ever before. (Middlemen 
who purchase grain can, no longer, deny the produces of an increased 
share of the profit the latter reaps.) This money today is spent, almost 
totally, on goods the peasant could not dream of, say, in the forties or 
the early fifties. With ever-rising prices, purchasing power in the 
hands of such people have increased, thus increasing demand. Another 
cause of the inflation, is the elaborate system of Government controls, 
which do not allow prices to dorp. 

What, then, is the upshot of all this? D espite diversion of a 
substantial portion of money income to the purchase of food by the 
nrban people, manufacturers, though operating below capacity, as 
pointed out by Kipping, yet find it profitable to produce, . mainly because 
of the increased demand. Hence the struggle, amongst · the va rious 
industries. to outbid each other in the purc hase of raw materials and 
hiring of labour. This also pushes up the price of fin al product. Inflation, 
therefore, proceeds on both the agricultural and the industrial fronts. 

A country in the grip of a runaway inflation cannot .hope to attain 
any degree of economic progres~. The continuous fall in the value of the 
unit of currency, as a result of priee rise, makes pia nning for the future an 
extremely difficult task, since investment allocation figures are not true 
indicators of the actual investment undertaken. In the Indian case, it 
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defeats at least one of the three goals of planning,-tbe attainment of a 
substantial increase in real income per capita. 

In such circumstances, India has had to import grain from foreign · 
countries. The gravity of the situation can be gauged from two reports. 
The first is the official report of the Ford Foundation's Agricultural Pro­
duction Team. Assuming a population of 480 million in 1965-66 
and total requirements of 110 million tons of foodgrains, 
it has forecast a shortfall of 25% by that year at the then current (1959) 
rate of expansion of food output. This means that India' s food 
deficit would be 28 million tons. Prof W. A. Lewis has forecast 
that , in the period 1955-80, Indian food output will rise by 45%, 
with population increasing at the sa me rate. He estimates that India 
will raise national income by 118% and demand for food by 90% in 
the same period. He envisages food imports worth 4 millions by that 
year. This has serious implications. There was already a heavy drain 
of fo reign exchange in the beginning years of the Second Plan, when 
the entire quota of foreign exchange to the private sector for the five-year 
period was made available a t once, and which led to the foreign 
exchange crisis of 1957-58. If again, the country has to pay in 
foreign currency for imports of food , a slow-down of development 
effo rts is unavoidable, since the former entails a cut-back in the foreign 
exchange aJlocation to the private sector. ( An aim of planning being the 
development of industries whose products can be substituted for 
imported goods, fulfilment of the foreign exchange allocation Is 
essential, a t least in the short run , though it might involve depletion of 
reser ves, to avoid a deficit of far greater magnitude in the long run.) 
Along with the crisi s of 1957-58, such food imports have adversely 
affected Indi a's balance of payments further. This means that India 
is yet fa r from achieving equilibrium in her balance of payments, which 

the Plans set out to do. 
Perhaps, India's planners were over·optimistic as regards the 

provision of grain aid among other countries, by the USA. ·. As has been 
clearly demonstrated, this optimism can be dangerous and risky ; aid 
depends on the non-vitiation of the friendly atmosphere that might exist 

when the plan is drawn up. 
This reinforces the argument for the build-up of a substantial food 

surplus. This does not call for exceptionally Jar&e investment in 
research , as Japan has so clearly demonstrated. Small increases in 
investment produce large increases in output, But mere investment, 
how~vl!r, in the ~"sence of inte~rateq, sinc~re and qedicated efforts tQ 
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raise agricultural output, produces negative results. In India, substantial 
investment has been made in dams, but this has not benefited the 
cultivator, because, as Malenbaum has pointed out, the canals to 
lead in the irrigation water into the fields from the main supply canals 

have not been built. 
Agricultural surplus can aid economic development in more ways 

than one. 

"FOR A POEM" 

Subho Ra nja n Das Gupta 

Third y ear Arts 

English Honours 

That a poem may come into being ...... 

In frenzied anger, 
The sky, like blue flame, 
Flaps its wings against the sea ; 
The wild storm, the cloud's smoky wreath , 
Unfold their coils ; 

And the forest shaken by the clamour of thunder 
Doubles on its own roots in terror and ngony. 
The lightning pauses to glare back. 
And in the blood-red mirror of that sweeping light 
The Destroyer-Creator sees his own face-
That a poem may be written ........ 

That a poem may come in to being 

Posters on the wall announce 

A day yet to arrive, 
And they march on, those 

Wh9 have executed the fear of death on gibbets. 
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Their mighty music f1ll the sky and space ; 
In the thunder of their roar 
There is the promise, 
The apocalypse of 
A new world, endless peace, infinite lov~. 
And so a poem is written ....... .. 

Translated from 

~~t<T 'JT.~t"!f<!JH! : "l!l~ffl <fiPl~~ 'S/W'' 

THE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE 
By 

GAUR£ BANERJEE 

3rd. Year, History 

3i 

Paresbbabu had found the Philosophers' Stone. When and where 
he found it, how it came to be there, aDd whether more are available, 
does not concern us. However, here is the story. 

P<mshbabu was a middle-aged, middle-class gentleman, who lived 
in his ancestral home and practised Jaw. His income was just enough to 
support his family. One evening, while returning home from the Court, he 
came across a small pebble. He did not know what it was, but as it did 
not look like an ordinary stone, he picked it up from the roadside and put 
it in his pocket. Later, when he took out his key to open the locked 
study at home, he found to his surprise that the key had turned yellow in 
colour. He then thought that probably the original steel-key bad been 
lost, and his wife had replaced it with a brass one without telling him, and 
it had es:aped his notice so far. 

Pare~bbabu entered his study a11d emptied the contents of his 
pockets, with the exception of the money-bag, on the table. Then be went 
upstairs, forgetting all abou t the key. After about an hour's rest and 
refreshments, he came down to his study to look into his briefs. As he 
switched on the light, the first thing that came to his notice was the 
stone. It was a small, nound, shining one, which he thought he would 
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give to his little son on the following morning to play marbles with. 
Pareshbabu opened a drawer, which contained a knife, a pair of scissors, 
papers, envelopes etc., and dropped the stone in. Then be stared in 
amazement. The knife and the Scissors had turned yellow. He touched 
his glass ink-pot with the stone, but nothing happened. Next, he 
touched a lead paper-weight which immediately became yellow and about 
twice as heavy. With a quavering voice, Pareshbabu called to his 
servant : 'Haria, bring my watch from upstairs.' The servant did as he 
was told, and left the room. It was a cheap, nickel-plated wrist-watch 
with leather straps. As soon as it came in contact with the stone, the 
watch as well as the buckles of the straps turned into gold. The watch 
stopped, no doubt due to a similar transmutation of the spring, which 

had lost tension. 
Pareshbabu sat in stunned silence for a while. Then, he slowly 

came to realise that he had found a priceless and rare stone which 
turned all metals into gold on touch. He then repeatedly raised his 
folded bands to his forehead in prayer and supplication to the gods. 
He wondered if it was a dream. He pinched his left arm hard, to make 
sure that he was not asleep. When at last he was convinced that his 
unbelievable good fortune was indeed real, Pareshbabu's head began 
to spin, and his heart beat so hard that he was afraid it would stop. Like 
Sakuntala, he put his hand on his heart and exclaimed : 'Calm yourself, 
my heart. If you fail now, who is going to enjoy this fabulous gift of the 
gods ?' Pareshbabu had heard of a man, who, on hearing the news of 
winning a prize of four lakhs of rupees in a lottery, had given such a 
joyful leap that he had cracked his head against the roof-beam. Paresh­
babu pressed both his hands on his head as a precaution against a 
similar possibility. 

Time reconciles man to great joy as well as to profound sorrow. 
So Pareshbabu became himself soon again, and proceeded to reflect 
on his next course of action. He realised that it would be safer to keep 
the news of his good fortune a secret. He decided that only his wife, 
Giribala should be told, though he believed that women rarely can keep 
any secrets. He went upstairs, and after preparing her for the surprise, 
broke the news to his wife. Then he made her swear by the names of 
all the 330 million gods, not to let anyone know. 

Although he cautioned his wife, Pareshbabu himself became rather 
indiscreet. He turned the iron beams of his bedroom into gold, with 
the result that the roof caved in. All the household utemils were also 
turned into gold, causing curiosity and astonishment among acquintances. 
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who wondered why the utensils had been gilded. At last, being annoyed 
at the endless and persistent questions, Pareshbabu began to shun the 
society of people. His clients began to doubt his sanity. 

After this, Pareshbabu decided to proceed slowly and cautiously, 
for a hasty step might lead to complications. He converted some gold 
into cash and deposited the money in a bank. He bought shares and 
company papers. He built a large house and a factory on a twenty-bigha 
site in Ballygunge. There was no difficulty in procuring bricks, cement 
and steel, for it was extremely easy for Pareshbabu to satisfy the people 
concerned. Then he discovered large masses of old, rusted iron scrap and 
parts of old cars lying in disuse. The honest owner, glad to get rid of the 
rubbish, asked for no price. Only, he added, he could pay no cartage. 
Pareshbabu had maunds of iron carried to his factory daily. There, in his 
private room, he turned the old iron into shining gold. He stationed ten 
Gurkha durwans and five fierce bull-dogs to guard the premises. 

The manufacturing and selling of gold was an easy business, but 
such large scale dealings required more than one man. So Pareshbabu 
advertised in the papers for an assistant, and of the HUmerous applicants, 
chose to engage Priyatosh Henry Biswas, M. Sc., on a monthly salary of 
Rs. 150. Priyatosh was a young wan with no close relatives, so he was to 
live in the factory itself. Soon, Pareshbabu realised that in Priyatosh, 
he had found another gem almost as precious as his stone. The assis· 
tant needed only an hour each day for his meals and personal require­
ment, slept for seven hours, worked in the factory for eight hours and 
spent the rest of the day in composing voluminous love-letters and 
poems dedicated to his former classmate, Hindola Majumdar, drinking 
tea and smoking in between. Priyatosh was not a gregarious person ; 
he did not even go to church on Sundays. And above all he had no 
curiosity to know where all the gold came from. He melted down the 
gold and converted it into heavy bars, which were sold to a Marwari 
Syndicate by Pareshbabu. The proceeds were deposited in his banks, 
His account kept growing steadily. Pareshbabu's wife displayed her 
ornaments in full glory, till at last she grew tired of gold. Her body 
ached under the burden of the numerous ornaments, She then discarded 
them all and took to wearing two conch bangles and a necklace of beads, 

Pareshbabu's activities did not remain under cover for long. The 
police began investigations under orders from the Bengal Government.; 
But owing to their unfamiliarity with the ideals of Ramarajya, the police 
were easily taken care of. Their ardour cooled off with a few tolas of gold. 
Scientists began a series of frantic experiments, spending sleepless nights 

s 



PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE 

and forgetting hunger. Had they been born 200 years earlier, they might 
easily have understood that Pareshbabu had found the Philosophers' 
stone. But in modern science, the~ is no place for such things. Conse­
quently, the scientists came to the conclusion that Pareshbabu had 
invented some atom-smashing equipment, and was making gold by synthe­
sizing broken atoms, more or less in the same way as torn clothes 
are used for the making of quilts. The difficulty was that Pareshba bu 
refused to reply to letters. And Priyatosh couid only be considered a fool, 
who, when pressed for information, merely said that he melted the gold 
and denied all knowledge of its source. Foreign scientists had dismissed 
the matter lightly at first, taking it for a rumour. But in the end, 
even their composure was disturbed. 

The Government of India, disturbed by the advice of experts, 
decided that Pareshbabu was a dangerous person. But they could do 
nothing about it, since Pareshbabu had done nothing illegal. There was 
even a proposal to pass an ordinance to arrest Pareshba bu and seize his 
factory, but it was dropped due to the opposition of powerful people from 
home and abroad. Ambassadors of Britain, France, America , Russia 
and other states, now kept a sharp and benevolent eye on Pareshbabu. 
There were frequent invitations to dinners. Paresbbabu quietly attended 
them, occasionally uttering yes or no, but nobody succeeded in eliciting 
any secret information from him, even under the influence of champagne. 
Some Congress leaders of Bengal advised him to reveal his secret to them 
for the welfare of the country .• A few Communists cautioned him against 
listening to anyone's advice and asked him to proceed on his "' ay 
for the good of the world. 

The number of relative~>", friends and admirers of Pareshbabu 
gradually began to increase. No one was satisfied although he treated 
them handsomely. His enemies, not knowing ""hat to do, kept their 
own counsel. Pareshba bu did not make much change in his way of 

living even after his increase in wealth. And his wife too, being 
old-fashioned and conservative, was ignorant of the ways of squandering 
money. Inspite of this, Pareshbabu's name became world·famous, 
and it was said that he could employ four Nizams. His tastes 

_ in food and dress and his words, became headline news in the press 
of Europe and America. He even began to receive love-letters 
from all over the world. The letters usually ran as follows : 
'Dearest Sir, I have no objection to your old wife, Jet her be. You 
are a broad-minded Hindu, so please purify me and include me 

in your harem. I will take poison if you refuse'. Numerous 
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letters of this kind began to pour in and Pareshbabu's wife, Giribala, 

snatched them away. She engaged a European secretary to translate 
the letters for her and ,• to write replies at her dictation. Giribala, in a 
temper, had many harsh things to say, but the secretary, not being so 
well educated in such ! matters, usually replied in one expressive word: 
'damn', meaning that they could go and hang themselves. Ten wen­

known European scientists wrote to Paresh babu with tho proposal 
that if he revealed his mystery to them , they would try to make him the 
recipient of the Nobel Prizes for Physics, Chemistry and Peace, together. 
Giribala, taking this letter too as one of the love .. letters, replied through 
her secretary with the usual 'damn'. 

Pareshbabu began to reduce the price of his gold . In the market, 
it came down from Rs. 115 per tola to Rs. 7 and 10 annas per tola. 
The British Government bought gold cheap and repaid the American 
dollar-loan. America was extremely annoyed, but could find no 
reasonable ground for protest. Britain· also proposed to repay India's 
sterling balances in this manner, but the Indian Prime Minister 
replied that since India did not Joan her gold or dollar, but supplied 
her with goods during the war, the loan should be repaid in kind. 

The economic and political Pundits became very anxious, and could 
find no way out. Had this been the Satya, Treta or Dwapar era, they 
wou~ have sat in meditation and invoked the aid of Brahma, Vishnu or 
Maheshwar against Pareshbabu . But this was not to be. Some experts 
suggested that platinum and silver should replace gold. Others argued 
that even these might depreciate, and suggested a radium or uranium 
standard, or even the primitive barter system. 

Churchill was beginning to Jose his . patience. He announced his firm 
intention of not allowing the Commonwealth to be destroyed and said 
that he would not waste time by complaining to the U. N. 0. The best 
thing should be to re-impose British rule on India. The British army 
should go and seize Pareshbabu, and keep him interned in the Isle of 
Wight. There, he could make as much gold as be liked, but the precious 
metal being Empire-product, would be marketed·by Britain alone. 

Bernard Shaw said that gold was a useless metal, as it was no good 
for making ploughs, scythes, axes or boiler engines. Pareshbabu had 
done well to expo~e the uselessness of gold. He should now try to make 
gold as hard and strong as steel. Shaw would be prepared to shave if 
a golden razor could be produced, 

A spokesman of Russia wrote to Pareshbabu : 'Sir, we are cordially 
inviting you~·:to come and live in our beautiful <;ountry. There is no 



36 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE 

colour bar here, and you shall stay as an honoured citizen. You have 
been fortunate in attaining a strange power, but you will excuse our 
telling you that you do not know how to utilise your knowledge. We 
shall teach you. If you have any political aspiration, you shall be 
given the post of chief of the Soviet Presidium. We shall give you a 
handsome palace in Moscow on a hundred-acre site. If you prefer a 
quiet spot, you can have an entire city in Siberia. It is a beautiful 
country, which has been described as 'Uttarakuru' in your Shastras.' 
Taking this too for a love-letter, Giribala answered, 'damn.' 

Pareshbabu gradually reduced the price of gold to four annas per 
tala. The world production of gold was 20,000 maunds per year, while 
Paresbbabu by himself was releasing 100,000 maunds per year in the 
market. There was no gold standard left. Severe inflation reigned 
in every country. Currency notes and coins had no more value than 
pieces of clay. Wages and salaries went up several times, but people 
were still in want . Ther,e was a sharp rise in prices, causing widespread 
unrest and acute distress. 

Ten people from different parties resolved to fast unto death and took 
up their position at Pareshbabu's front gate. He occasionally received 
anonymous letters, threatening assassination as an enemy of mankind. 
Pareshbabu himself was getting tired of his riches. His wife began 
shedding tears and complaining that if they could not live in peace, what 
was the use of their wel:!Jth ? She asked him to get rid of the disastrous 
stone, throw all his glod into the Ganges and retire to a secluded life 
in Benares. 

Pareshbabu made up his mind. In the morning, he revealed the 
mystery of making gold to Priyatosh, who was undisturbed by the 
information. Pareshbabu gave him the stane and asked him to destroy 
it as soon as he could, by burning it, putting it into acid , or in any other 
way he fanci ed. Priyatosh a.:1swered : 'Right-0'. 

That evening, one of his durwans came running to Paresh ba bu with 
the news that 'Biswas Sahib' appeared to have gone out of his mind, 
and was calling for him. Pareshbabu hurried over and found Priyatosh 
in bed, weeping. On Pareshbabu's asking what the matter was, Priyatosb 
answered : 'Please read this letter, Sir'. Pareshbabu took the letter and 
read the following : 

'Good bye, dearest. My father is not agreeable, and has raised 
many objections. You have no social status, you live ·in somebody 
else's hou~e •. and earn only one hundred and fifty rupees. Besides, you 
are a Chnstwn and younger than I by a year. Father says marriage 



THE PHILOSOPHERS' STONE 37 

with you is out of the question. There is further news. Have you heard 

of Gunjan Ghosh ? He sings beautifully, is very good-looking and has 
curly hair. He works with the Civil Supplies and earns Rs. 600. More­
over, he is an only son. His father is a contractor who is reported to 
have made a crore of rupees in busine&s. My marriage has been settled 

with Gunjan. Please do not be unhappy. Do you know Bokul Mallik ? 

She is three years my junior and we studied together at Diocesan. 

Although she does not stand any comparison with me, even so she is a 

girl in a thousand. Marry her, and you will be happy. Darling, this is 

my last love-letter. From tomorrow, you will be my brother, and I your 
affectionate elder sister. 

Yours till tod-ay. 

Hindola.' 

After rending the letter, Pareshbabu said : 'You are a fool, Priyatosh. 
Hindola is leaving you of her own accord. This should be good news. 
What have you got to be sorry for ? Since you can't offer thanks­

giving prayer at Kalighat, I suggest that you light two candles at your 
church. Now come on, get up and wash your face, and let us go and 
have tea. By the way, have you got rid of the stone ?' 

Priyatosh _replied in a tragic voice : '1 have swallowed it, Sir. I 

am determined to end this life, and I will carry your stone with me 
to my grave. Oh ! After all these days of love to go and marry Gunjan 

Ghosh!' 
Pareshbabu was surpri sed. 'But why did you swallow the stone? 

Is it poisonous ?' he asked. 
Priyatosh answered : 'I don't know its composition, sir, but I 

believe it is poisonous. Even if it is not and I don't die to-night, I 
will most certainly take ten grams of potassium cyanide tomorrow 
morning. I have it weighed and ready. You need not worry, sir, 
your stone shall remain buried with me till the Day of Judgement.' 

Pareshbabu said : 'You must be out of your mind. You had better 
forgot these foolish ideas. I shall try and see that your marriage with 
Hindola goes through. Her father, Jagai Majumdar is my childhood 
friend. A shrewd man, if he hears that I intend to give you a consi­
derable dowry, he may be prepared to give his daughter in marriage to 

you. But you are a Christian-' 
'I shall become a Hindu, sir.' 
'That is love. Npw get up and let us go to Dr. Chatterjee. The 

stone has to be taken out of your stomach.' 
Pareshbabu informed the doctor that Priyatosh bad accid~ntally 
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swallowed a pebble. According to the doctor's advice, an X-Ray pbo· 

tograph was taken the next day. Looking at the photo, Dr. Chatterjee 

said : 'We rarely see such a case. I shall send a report of this to the Lancet 

tomorrow. From the side of his ascending colon, a small semi-colon 

has descended and the stone is lodged in it. It is possible that it will 

come down of its own accord. I see no harm in its staying as it is for 

the time being. If there is any troub!e, then it has to be removed by 

an operation.' 

Jagai Majumdar hurried to visit Pareshbabu on receipt of his letter. 

And after discussions, he told his daughter that Priyatosh had agreed 

to become a Hindu, and that she must marry him. He was eager that 
there should be no delay, insisting on the conversion taking place that 

very day and the wedding on the ne.x:t. 
Hindola was astonished. She remonstrated : 'But father, what are 

you saying ? Only the day before yesterday you mentioned Gunjan 

Ghosh, and now you say it must be Priyatosh ! See, Gunjan has 
given me this diamond-ring. What will the poor boy think ? 

'We have given him our word, and we can't go back on it. Besides, 
Priyatosh is a nobody· in comparison with Gunjan.' 

Jagaibabu said-'Go on, you·think you know everything. Priyatosh 

has now a gold mine in his stomach. Some day, the Philosophers' stone 

will come out, and it will be yours. Pareshbabu does not want it and 

has presented it to Priyatosh. Return that diamond ring. Priyatosh can 
buy you a thousand such rings. Before such an eligible groom, where is 
your Gunjan Ghosh and his contractor father ? I will hear no more 
objections.. You must marry Priyatosh.' 

Hindola's voice was choked with tears. She answered, sobbing,- 'I 
did always love him. But he is so stupid.' 

Her father said -'Of course he is, or he would not want to marry 

you. A man with the Philosophers' stone in his stomach can marry 
the most beautiful girl if he wants to.' 

The mind of Priyatosh Henry Biswas was singularily free from 
touchiness. The conversion ceremony was completed in due course. 

One seer of vegetable gbee was used for sacrifice. Five Brahmins 

were fed sumptuously. Then, at an auspicious hour, Hindola and 
Priyatosh became man and wife. The cheri shed wish of Hindola and 
her father did not materialise. The philosophers' stone did not come out. 
Sometime later, an extraordinary thing took place. All the gold made 

by Pareshbabu began to lose their lustre. A month later, everything 
turned into iron ~ · 
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The explanation is quite simple. It is common knowledge that 
disappointment in Jove leads to ill-health, and conversely, success in 
love sharpens the faculties and improves metabolism. Apparently, 
Priyatosh's digestive powers had improved beyond all expectations, 
digesting the stone in the process. X-ray showed no trace of it. With 
the dissolution of the Philosophers' stone, all Pareshbabu's gold got 
back to its original substance. 

Hindola and her father became very annoyed, and accused Priya­
tosb of being a liar, a cheat and a fraud. All their high hopes bad 
come to nothing. But digestion of the Philosophers' stone strengthened 
Priyatosh's mind and increased his intelligence. He ceased to pay 
atten~ion to · the tirades of his wife and father-in-law. He · would not 
even consider cyanide when threatened with divorce by Hindola. He 
seemed to have realised the truth of the saying of St. Francis and 
Ramakrishna, that women ( K amini ) and gold ( Kanchan ) are both 
rubbish, and nothing campares ~itb iron. When last heard of, he was 
managing Pareshbabu's new iron-works and enjoying life. 

[ From "1~"l9fi'<l1!!" by Parashuram ] 
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When reading Gerard Manley Hopkins, it is a great temptation to 
regard him a monster of technique. The popular image of Hopkins is 
based entirely on his functional importance as a technical innovator. 
One critic calls him the John the Baptist of twentieth· century poetry, a 
voice crying in the Victorian wilderness. And be lives in our memories 
as a lonely and long-unfollowed pioneer in the liberation of poetry. 
His experiments in verse are given the highest importance, while his 
poetic spirit is regarded as of the second order. It is perhaps, inevitable 
that such emphasis should be laid on his technique. 
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And yet one wonders if the emphasis is not misplaced. Scholars 
analyse his metre in infinite detail, and ingeniously disentangle the knotty 
eccentric jargon of his notes and prefaces. In the process, have we lost­

or at least obscured the man himself. 
Hopkins's work yields returns when studied for its · own sake 

altogether neglecting the technical aspect. For Hopkins embodied 
a poetic phemomenon rare in the modern age, a fiercely passionate 
and sensuous spirit coupled with vigorous discipline and great personal 
austerity. 

Using this conflict in Hopkins's personality as a frame of reference, 
I shall try to outline the mental structure-the 'motive'-of some of 
Hopkins's work. Let all purely technical considerations recede to the 
background ; working of the 'soul' of his poetry is a fascinating study in 
itself. 

Hopkins, as I said, embodies a spiritual ambivalence-so much so 
that one may almost say there are . two Hopkimes. There is the Pure 
Poet Hopkins ; cordial, sensuous, colour-drunk, whetted in appetite. 
It was this Hopkins that, at the age of seventeen, devised this lush 
gaudy imagery in a school prize poem : 

Plum-purple was the West ; but spikes of light 
Spear'd open lustrous gashes, crimson-white .... .. 
Anon, across their swimming splendour strook, 
An intense line of throbbing blood-light shook 
A quivering pennon ...... 

This gaudiness, this luxuriance, survived into his maturity. I can 
think of no other poetry so deeply religious and at the same time so full 
of an almost pagan sensuousness. Consider the opening lines of Spring 

for instance, or those of The Win dhover. 'The 'fresh fi recoal chestnut-falls' : 
the skylark 'pouring and peltfng music'; the 'sheep-flock clouds like 
worlds of wool' ; ... One could catalogue Hopkins's images for ever. 

That is oue Hopkins : the sen suous poet in love with physical 
beauty . But there is another Hopkins too , no less sincere, no lt ss vital to 
his spiritual existence. It was this second Hopkins that turned Catholic 
at twenty-two, joined the Jesuits at twenty-four, and thought himself, 
for seven years. in duty bound to stifle his poetic gifts. 

One cannot, of course, consider this aspect of Hopkins as a 
concession to orders, or a vi gorous fanaticism whose effect was wholly 
destructive. The almost fever ish spi ritual ity of his poems rises from the 

very depths of his soul, No, the conflict in Hopkins is not between poetry 
and anti·poetry. It is between flesh and spirit, sense and soul 

' 
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· aestheticism and spitituality___:almost, o~e may say, between this world and 
the next; but both ·these elements are equally vital to him. They 
are warp and .weft to the· fab.ric of- his poetry. This quality is the 
arch-theme of Hopkins's poetry ; to resolve it, his great purpose. 

The theoretical solution was tl}ere all right. I do not know exactly 
wlien Hopkins first propounded his concept of 'inscape', but certainly it 
ideally satisfies his spiritual r~quirements. The ' inscape' of an object is 
(I believe) the beauty behind its beauty, the 'self' of the thing, the unique 
distinctive spirit or essence of it-God as appearing in the object, one. 
may say: 

As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame, . . . 
Each mortal thing does one thing and the same : 
Deals out that being indoors each one dwells ; 

Here indeed was a concept uniting sensuous and spiritual beauty, 
common ground on which poet and priest could meet. But in-experience 
Hopkins found no straight path out of the labyrinth of beauty. One 
cannot always live at the spi ritual level, the 'inscape level' of existence. 
Much of existence is carried on at the sensuous, physical level, and a 
conflict between the two is inevitable. 

Hence the struggle, years of that 
.. . darkness I wretch lay wrestling with ( my God ! ) my God. 

There had to be that 'naked encounter between sensuousness and 
asceticism' that Bridges found so distasteful in The Leaden Echo and the 
Golden Echo, and which echoes through all of Hopkins's poetry. 

Let us begin at the beginning : with The wreck of the Deutschland 
-the first poem in his distinctive style, and surely the noblest be 
composed. But though Hopkins never wrote a greater poem ( as I think 
one may safely say), his spiritual attitude was to develop and mature 
after its composition. In the Deutschland, the elements of his attitude have 
been gathered, but they are yet to be integrated into final shape. 

The poem was written 'To the happy memory of five Franciscan 
Nuns ...... drowned between midnight and morning of Dec. 7th. 1875' : 

. in the terror and pain of the shipwreck, they found their God. The theme 
of the poem is, accordingly, salvation through suffering. The image 

· of crucifixion occurs time and again, and in the prologue-like First Part, 
the poet recounts his own painful journey to God. 

This pain associated with the bliss of salvation appears as the 
predominant elements of the poem. Stanza 9 perhaps recounts this 
most vividly : 

Wring thy rebel, dogged in den, 
6 
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Man's malice, with wrecking and storm . . ... . . 
Thou art lightning and love, I found it, a winter and warm ; 
Father and fondler of heart thou hast wrung : 
Hast thy dark descending and most art merciful then. 
All through, the theme of salvation glimmers, now bliss, now ordeal. 

The sea where Christ comes to the nuns is also 'the widow-making un­
childing unfathering deeps', l have already mentioned the recurring 
crucifixion-image. An undercurrent of pain runs also th rough the bolde st 
image of the poem-the nun's "Immaculate Conception" of the Word in 
her soul: 

... here was heart-throe, birth of a brain, 
Word, that heard and kept thee and uttered thee outright. 

The whole theme may be summed up in this line from Stanza 31 : 
.. . )s the shipwreck then a harvest, does tempest carry the grain 

for th ee ? 
Suffering is a prelude to salvation. In other word s, the poet has 

found existence at the sensuous level so unspiritual that salvation can 
come only by a racking, terrifying ordeal where 'the faithful waver, 
the faithless fable and miss'. A death of material existence is necessary 
to salvation. And that is why, to quote T. S. Eliot, 'This Birth was/ 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like D~ath , our death .' Even as the 
joy of salvation fires us, there comes the agony of material Joss and 
suffering, the death of our old selves-the pain that is 'the dark side of the 
bay of thy blessing'. 

This, then, is the dominant spiritual structure of The Wreck of the 

Deutschland. It does not, I think, represent Hopkins at his ripest 
spiritually, for two reasons. First, in the Deautschla11d, the nun is a mere 
vessel of salvation, largely passive and receptive in function. She has 
her duty, of course-to prepare her soul for the state of grace, to suffer 
her trials with fortitude : 

Well, she has thee for the pain, for the 
Patience; ... 

But she is no more than the instrument of God : 
He was to cure the extremity where he had cast her. 

Hopkins's later poetry shows a growth of the concept of will. 
Secondly, Hopkins is occupied too much with the momentary pain 

of salvation. He has yet to acquire the broader vision by which the 
pain becomes but a subservient element in a grand design of resignation 
and restoration. It is this t?ature concept which make The Leaden Echo 

and the Golden Echo-though as a poem far inferior to the Deutschland 
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-conceptually superior. 
These are the two lines along which Hopkins's poetry waa to deve· 

lop ; and as these developments occur, the tone of the poems gradually 
changes. It becomes more joyous, more genial, the emancipation no 
longer a painful act of God but a willing effort of the human. will. 

But before tracing these developments, one must attend to the 
growth of Hopkins's perception of the unsullied holy 'inscape' of all 
objects of material beauty. This concept to whose theoritical genesis 
I have already referred, plays a vital role in Hopkins's spiritual develop­
ment. It had already received explicit expression in Stanza 5 of the 
Deutschland. But it seems to have seized the poet passionately a year 
later, in the 'inscape sonnets' of 1877. I quote from the first one 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil ; ... 

Generations have trod, have trod, have trod ; 
And all is seared with trade ; bleared, smeared with toil ; .•• 

And for all this, nature is never spent ; 
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things ; ... 

This spirit of a very deep purity, a divinity deep down in things, 
breathes through much of Hopkins's poetry. And perception of this 
truly beautiful 'core' of material beauty was bound to modify the violent 
'material death' deemed necessary in the Deutschland. 

The overwhelming luxuriance expressed in the octave of Spring bas 
its roots in a profound purity. 

A strain of the earth's sweet being in the beginning 
In Eden garden ... 
Most, 0 maid 's child, thy choice and worthy the winning. 
As the last line shows, the Immaculate Conception fascinated 

Hopkins for the same reason ; it gave to the creative powers a deep holi· 
ness and chastity. This appears in The May Magnificat, and in The Ble­
ssed Virgin compared to the Air we Breathe. A few lines from the latter 
make the concept clearer than any paraphrase could. 

She holds eigh motherhood 
Towards all our ghostiy good 
And plays in grace her part 
About man's beating heart, 
Laying, like air's fine flood, 
The deathdance in his blood ; 
Yet no part but what will 
l3e Christ our Saviour still, 
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'Ghostly good' : the words beg to be paused on. Worldly beauty 
is to Hopkins a balance of these two elements: the good and the ghostly, 
the timeless and the transitory, the god and the brute . Mortal beauty 
is gendered by a fine balance of these two elements, the godly spirit and 
the sensory medium. It is this poised conflict that is symbolised in 
The Windhover : the kestrel-hawk, embodying the spirit of 'chevalier' 
Christ, riding with beautiful poise among winds great enough to engulf 
him. 

Yes, it was beautiful, this 
Brute beauty and valour and act, oh, air, pride, plume ... 

But it was 
a billion 

Times told lovelier, more dangerous, 0 my chevalier ! 
The 'dangerous' draws us over eight years, to that most unconven· 

tiona! 1885 sonnet, To what serves Mortal Beauty ? : 
To what serves mortal beauty-dangerous ; 
blood-the 0-seal-tbat-so feature, flung 
Than Purcell tune lends tread to ? ... 

does set dancing 
prouder form 

The '0-seal-that-so feature' is precisely what is dangerous about 
mortal beauty. It makes us look on this mortal life as the sole end of 
our existence, put permanent value on things impermanent, feed our 
eternal appetites on decaying and transitory pleasures. Hopkins could 
never have rested satisfied with the aestheticism so much in the air at the 
time. For this aestheticism was built on the sands of mortal beauty ; 
Hopkins desired deep eternal values, not a passing moment of grandeur : 

... We, life's pride and cared-for crown, 
Have lost that cheer and charm of earth's past prime : 
Our make and making break, are breaking, down. 

So in The Sea and the Skylark. And the description in Andromeda : 
With not h-er either beauty's equal or 
Her injury's ... 
Her flower, her piece of being, doomed dragon's food. 

There is indeed an essence, a truth, a Christ in things of mortal 
beauty. And in one or two of the sonnets ( e. g. To what serves Mortal 
Beauty ? and As kingfishers catch fire ) Hopkins seems to say that to 
perceive this is enough. But its cage of flesh soon decays, and then the 
beauty and truth of it are lost for ever. 

This very cage-metaphor is u~ed in 1 he Caged Skylark ; and alsp in 
that poem, Hopkins expounds his solution to the problem : 

Man's spirit will be ·:flesh-bound when found at best, 
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But uncumbered : 
In other words, mortal pleamres must be given up at the sensory 

le
1
vel-to be enjoyed eternally in Heaven later on, like gold that bas 

passed through the fire. Mortal beauty decays ; but the spiritual beauty 
at its core is eternal, and it is this that we must seek and treasure. 

Thus, in several of Hopkins's poems, one finds a concept of parallel 
worlds of images-one temporal, one spiritual ; one to be given up that 
the other might be gained. The Starlight Night, I think, is the first 
poem where this is clearly exhibited. The poet looks up at the night sky, 
finds there a land of woods and lawns, farms and boroughs-an uncharted 
eternal country for our occupation, if we sacrillce our interests in the 
worldly territory we now occupy : 

.. it is all a purchase, all is a prize. 
Buy then ! Bid then !-What ?-Prayers, patience, alms, vows. 

And again, in Hurrahing in Harvest, the poet, walking through rich 
autumn fields , looks up to Heaven and gathers spiritual harvest there : 

I walk, I lift up, I lift up heart , eyes, 
Down all that glory in the heavens to glean our Saviour. 

This call for asceticism, for renunciation of earthly pleasures, bears 
a resemblance to the wrench from mortal life desired in The Wreck of the 
Deutschland. But a change is apparent in both accent and attitude. The 
Deutschland was a dramatic presentation of the moment of emancipation, 
of Birth-in-Death. The poet was immersed in that moment's spiritual 
agony, with little leisure to look before and after. Now he has soared 
higher, and he takes a broader bird's-eye-view of the whole plan. The 
pain disappears. The moment of liberation is no longer clear-cut marked­
out, emphasised as a violent breakaway from the old life to the new. 
Rather, one views the whole scheme as a sonorous progress from mor­
tality to eternity. The emphasis rests where it logically should : on the 
prize we set our hearts on, the end that inspires our ordeal, the 'immortal 
diamond'-eternal, spiritual beauty. 

Another, more important change has occurred. Hopkins has left 
all Hound-of-Heaven concepts behind him. For the first time, man is 
represented as master of his fate. 'Buy then ! Bid then !' It is a caiJ to 
choice and action, to an exercise of will. The responsibility of the 
individual soul is even more explicitly stated in Hurrahing in Harvest 

These things, these things were here and but the beholder 

Wanting ; .. . (Italics mine ) 
Thus, ( by the broadening of his view and the introduction of the 

function of the will, ) the ~piritual concept~ of the Deutschland w~r~ 
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coming to fruition. We may sum up Hopkins's final attitude thus. 
Mortal things have beauty, being manifestations of God's grace ; but 
this beauty is 'sullied and s('mred' by the ravages of time, the fevers of 
the flesh. We must, therefore, renounce our pleasures in earthly 
beauty by a voluntary act of will. We shall then have our pleasures 
restored to us in the next world, in all their spiritual beauty but without 

the mortal vei\ obscuring it. 
The most eJaborate exposition of this doctrine is to be found in 

The Leaden Echo and the Echo -the one successful fragment o f Hopkins's 
unfinished play, St. WinUi·ed's Well. The Echoes makes somewhat 
irritating reading, on account o( its florid and obtrusive technique ; but 
there is no doubt that it expresses Hopkins's philoso:pl)y at its ripest. 

The Leaden Echo speaks first. This works on a physical plane, 
wishing to keep back sensory beauty by the purely physical device of 
some 'bow or brooch or braid or brace, lace, latch, catch or key '. As such 

it inevitably concludes with a cry to 
Despair, despair, despair, despair. 

But the Golden Echo calls back : 

Spare! 
There is one, yes I have one. 
And it answers the Leaden Echo's desire .to 'keep/back beauty, keep 

it, beauty, beauty, beauty', with a plea to 
Give beauty back, beauty, beauty, beauty, back to God, beauty ' s 

self and beauty's giver. 
So give up beauty, 'early now, long before death'-return it to the 

bosom of God whence it came and where 
See : not a hair is, not an eyelash, not the least lash lost ; every hair, 
Is . hair of the head, numbered. 
'Every hair is numbered': what a startling, original, joy ous meaning 

has been given to that ominous phrase ! We can renounce our ' lovelocks 
' 

gaygear, going gallant, girlgrace', confident of havin g them restored Ill 

eternity . 
.. .it is an everlastingness of, 0 it is an all youth ! 
The qualities of Hopkins's maturer atti tude are all apparent here. 

Note the appeal to individua l will, th ough couched in such passionate 
persuasiveness that one almost inevitably joins H opkins in 'We follow 
now we follow'. Note also the joyousness of the piece, the prize of eter~ 
nal beauty clearly in sight all the time. Nor is there any dwelling 
on pain, save the passing mention of 'soaring sighs'. 

With the Echoes, I have almost completed my survey of Hopkins's 
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'archtheme' of conflict between aesthete and ascetic. A new Hopkins 
appears in the subsequent 'dark sonnets' of 1885-9 : from Carrion Com­
fort onwards. A bitter, gloomy, depressed Hopkins reveals himself here­
an unexpected development in the poet of the Golden Echo. In one of the 
1885 sonnets (No worst, there is none) Hopkins reaches the nadir of deso-

·lation and despair. 
Here ! creep, 
Wretch, under a comfort serves in a whirlwind : all 
Life death does end and each day dies with sleep. 

Or, at most, he summons patience and a grim optimism to his aid, 
as in My own heart let me more hm>e pity on. Or, as in the magnificent 
Carrion Comfort, he snatches joy out of the very teeth of despair. 

The causes of this acute depression have been debated at length ; 
probably pressure of duties and severe Jesuit discipline were less to blame 
than a personal collapse of both body and spirit. I wake and feel the 

fell of dark revea ls an acute loneliness and absorption in self. In 1888 we 
find him writing to Robert Bridges. 'It seems to me I can not always 
last like this ... ' 

Of course, Hopkins ne.ver quite lost his spiritual moorings. In 
Carrion Comfort, he talks of 

... now done darkness I wretch lay wrestling ... 
And even in the bitterest of the dark sonnets, I wake and feel the 

fell of dark, he is sure that 
Tbe lost are like this .. · . .. but worse 
But the deep melancholy was eating away his poetic spirit. In To 

seem the stranger lies my lot, he deplores a gradual falling of inspiration : 
Only what word 
Wisest my heart breeds dark heavens baffling ban 

Bars or hells spell thwarts. 
And in his last two sonnets, Thou art indeed just, Lord and To R. B. 

this feeling of sterility reaches a poignant climax . 
... birds build-but not I build; no, but strain, 
Time's eunach, and not breed one work that wakes. 
Mine, 0 thou lord of life, send my roots rain. 

Among these last poems, one at least is concerned with the 'arch~ 

theme', That Nature is a Heraclitcan Fire and of the comfort of the Resur­
rection . The title is almost ominously long ; and the poem too (to me at 
least) seems, despite an indisputable nobility of expression, to mark a 
retrogression from the attitude of the Golden Echo . The last lines of the 
Herac!itean Fire give the clearest expression to Hopkins's Philosophy of 
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beauty : man is a conglomeration of 'poor potsherd, patch, matchwood, 
immortal diamond ; the dross must be removed and left only the immor-

tal diamond'. . 
But the poem lacks the joyousness of the Golden Echo. ~here IS 

absolutely no sensuous description of the next world. There are still many 
vivid nature'images, but a bitterne3s of spirit colours them : 'nature's 

bonfire burns on ; but 
Enough ! the Resurrection, 

A heart's-clarion ... 
Flesh fade, and mortal trash 

Fall to the residuary worm ; 
There is a grim, hysterical humour in that 'residuary worm'- humour 

that one never found in the earlier, healthier Hopkins. The asceticism of 
this poem is fierce and lacking in sensuousness-quite unlike the some­
what genial asceticism of the Golden Echo. 

The Heraclitean Fire was written in 1888 ; ToR. B., Hopkins's last 
poem, in 1889. In that year he died of typhoid . 

Did his death, at the early age of forty five , cut off years of pro­
mise ? Or was Hopkins already dead to poetry ? One cannot say ; but 
only a complete rejuvenation-no traces of which can be found in his last 
poems-could have red~emed him. Temperament, experience and disci­
pline had all tied him down to a narrow field of subject-matter ; he had 
to make up in intensity what he lacked in range. And it seems as though 
his intense spiritual experiences, that had hitherto supplied him with 
themes, was beginning to fail. . This is however, not to say that a resur­
gence might not have occurred ! the depression may have been a mere 
couch for a spring. 

In any case, rather than indulge in such vain speculation, one may 
more profitably assess the importance of what he did compose. In his 
major poems, from thy Deutschland to the Echoes and trailing on to the 
Heraclitean Fire, he has left us a complete body of poems dealing with his 
'arch-theme' ; it is the progress of this theme that I have attempted to 

trace. 

The poetic spirit of Hopkins, as I tried to impress at the start, i's as 
worthy of study as his original craftsmanship. Hopkins was in every way 
passionate, intense, unique. It was not only his poetic technique that was 
in revolt : the very spirit of the man was fretting in his monastery's 
narrow room. And the conflict was not merely with the external discipline 
imposed on him ; it rose from the depths of his soul. one half of the 
man striving towards a beauty that the other half spurned as untrue. 
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One may exhaust the deep well of sprung-rhythm, unravel all the knotty 
cross-alliterations and enjambme1t-rhymes, chase every elusive image 
to Its source : there is still the soul of the poet to reckon with. 

PRESIDENCY COLLEGE: A FRESHER'S IMPRESSION 

Saumyendra Bhattacharya 

Ist Year ( History) 

I had returned from my spree in Delhi with a I 02 degree temperature 
and with this 'warm feeling', I approached my entrance examination at 
Presidency. As we trooped into the hall, we saw a tall, spry man with a 
definite air of authority which could only come from years of managing a 
motley crowd of turbulent boys and over-enthusiastic girl~. The test, it 
looked, was to be an essay on "Calcutta without tramcars". I had a sudden, 
mad impulse to write down what I really thought of Calcutta ( at that 
time enjoying the full benefits of summer heat ) and tramcars in general. 
My experience with tramcars had been highly adventurous. About three 
months ago I had managed to take a most peculiar fall while alighting 
from one of these vehicles. Experience, I firmly maintain, causes a person to 
make new mistakes instead of the same old ones, and a month later I nearly 
succeeded in slipping underneath another tram ; this time while boarding 
it. All the same, realizing the gravity of the task given, I kept a straight 
face and scribbled away some pleasant thoughts on the topic, handed in 
my paper and walked out of the hall with an uneasy feeling of fatalism. 
I was immediately accosted by a horde of seniors who had made earlier 
incursions into our examination hall. 

Now these boys started me on an initiation course. First, a vivid 
description of each teacher of our department-to-be: he is the only one who 
will give you your percentage if you want to see a cricket match, or never 
miss his classes, you'll miss some wonderful jokes. And so, my ears 

7 
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ringing with good, free advice, I went home. Anxious en~uiries. would 
follow every two or three days and one day, a badly-tyred hst told me I 

was through. 
So evidently were quite a few others. I can still feel the sense 

of anticipation and tension with which I approached th e Office to sign 
and submit my admission papers. You could immed i:J. tely recognize 
the new students by the question marks written all over the ir faces , their 
reticence. and their hesitant ways. Feeling much the sa me myself, I 
managed to plough through all the legal clauses of the admission fo rms­
' Are you married? · -Are you prepared to participa te ac tively in the 
N. C. C. ?' (To this day, we've succeedl!d in not havin g a sin gle par;.tde ). 
I can distinctly remember the sense of relief and achievement I fe lt 6S I 
withdrew my fee-book from the counter with my roll-number scribbled on 

it,-in glorious red ! At last, I was IN. 
Like all good boys and girls the world over, we too came to College 

with our minds made up-resolved to study hard right from the fi rst 
day. We bad, of course, a great time deciphering the cyclo-styled rout ine. 
It looked as if our first . class in Presidency College was ~oing to be taken 
by a professor represented by the magic initials,-" G . L. C." Professor 
''G. L. C." seemed a rather young man as he walked in briskly and with­
out much ado, began calling out the rolls. He stopped only to ask if anyone 
bad been left out. One boy, Abhik, who sat isolated from us on the third 
bench, said his name had not been called. Prof. "G. L. C.'' sternly told 
him to check carefully with the Office and then fired his ftr st ques tion at 
us : "Why have you decided to take up history ?" No one in the cla ss 
seemed to venture an answer and so, thinking I'd make an impression, I 
stood up and expounded my views on the subject. The professor pointed 
out a few flaws in my argument and then proceeded to give us a series of 
stern warnings : that we were not school-going children any longer, that 
we'd have to learn to take notes really fast and that we should absolutely 
keep out of college politics. It was sometime at the end of this sermon 
that groups of senior boyi began entering our classroom without anything 
as by your leave. Our friend sitting in the third bench suddenly got up 
and defected to their group. For a moment we were terribly confused but 
soon the pattern of the hoax became clear. With reddening ea rs we 
realized that ·our young "professor" was no professor at all but a decei­
vingly good actor and a third year historian ! We had fullen for the bait­
hook, line and sinker ! 

I was more vigilant after this rather harrowing experience. The 
seniors were not going to get away with any more of their jokes. Into one 
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of our political science classes walked a virile young man, who introduced 
himself as our professor of Political Theory. I was quite certain that 
this was another of those rigged jokes and nearly shouted, "O.K. boy, 
you can come off it. We all know who you are !'' when some sort of 
sixth sense held me back. 1 st ill blanch at the thought of what would 
have happened if T had dc·oe just that for as it turned out, the young man 
bursting with youth, was indeed our p rofessor in Political Theory. 

However, it must be said to the credit of the seniors that whenever 
they got a chance to advise us, they enthusiastically did so. After 
surveying our class, especially that part of it that occupied the front 
rows, they solicitously advised us not to try proxy because our class 
was too sma ll,-we'd ge t caught and the consequences would be disastrous. 

And so those first days passed : days when rooms, buildings and 
faces seemrd so unfamiliar, days when all of us tried so hard to adjust 
ourselves to tb e peculiarities and th e amazing range of college life. 
Days when the bells confus_cd us, when our preconceived notions about 
College were shattered by wha t we saw and felt and experienced. Who 
were these prodigies who formed the vanguard of intellectual Bengal ? We 
saw them, met them and gradually came to know them. 

But these were mainly the days when we searched for identity. No 
man is an islan d and I believe, deep down in every man there is an earnest 
desire to iden tify himself with a system or an institution, to make 
himself a mern ber of a special group or 'clan'. Perhaps it is the gregari­
ous element in us th at makes us want to participate. For us, the first 
year students of '67, this id entity must intvitably be with this system 
we call Presidency College-a systt:rn we will come to criticize and love 
and into which we will gradually but irrevocably merge. 



THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY 

Samar Roy (2nd Yr. History i & 

Shantanu Mukherjee ( 2nd Yr. English ) 

Post-renaissance Europe witnessed the growth of a new branch 
oflearning, born of metaphysical specul ations on man's past. Historians 
till the end of the middle ages were chiefly engaged in record ing what 
we would call-'plain history'- simply a detailed chronicle of past e\'ents. 
Unlike their speculative or critical successors, never fo r once did they 
venture to go back consciously on the tempora l scheme of things. 
Attempting to observe the flow of civilization , standing out of it-so to 
say-is something so recent and fu ndamentally novel as to be rightly 
termed 'Philosophy of History' as distinct from history proper. 

The philosopher of history approaches history prope r p rimarily as 
an epistemologist; as Collingwood would ~ ay , ' 'For the philosopher tl ~ e 

fact demanding attention is neither the past by itself, as it is for the 
historian, nor the historian's thought about it by itself, as it is for the 
psychologist, but the two things in their mutual relation' ' . 

The credit for inventing philosophy of history would probC:tbly go 
to the Italian philosopher Giambattista Vico ( 1668- 1744 ), although the 
term itself was first used by Voltaire. In tLe development of this 
philosophy, all that goes before Vico is marked by the characteristic 
theocentric bias of the middle ages. History to the medieva l mind was 
an unfolding of the 'Divine Plan', such a doctri ne is so unscientific 
that it is irrelevant to dwell on this particular theme any longer. 

To the pioneers in this filt.:d what was of utmost concern was to 
pass critical judgment on historical events and connect them not merely 
chronologically but causally as well. Gradually the new philosophy 
snapped its links with history proper, replacing it with concepts that 
widened the scope of the subject a thousandfold , and held out infinite 
possibilities to the whole intellectual world. The study of the subject 
now fell into the set pattern of philosophical investigations with emer~ 

gence of various schools of thought-each with its di stinctive i n t erpret a~ 

tion of history, catering to the taste of its own select group of foll owers. 
Towards the end of the eighteenth century . to this fi eld came 

G. W. F. Hegel who continued to dominate it till the arrival of 
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Positivism. Hegel felt that the progress of human history reflects the 
dialectical nature of the whole cosmic process. It might be said 
that Hegel's metaphysical excesses suited the Romantic temperament 
admirably and at the same time was indirectly instrumental in creating a 
new concept-positivism, that replaced his own metaphysics with science 
and thus flourished in the next phase. It was, in essence, the philosopher's 
struggle to keep up with the tremendous advance of the new science. 
Consequently, the nineteenth century accepted history as some sort of an 
incomplete scientific experiment, and explained it accordingly. 

These mainly are the trends th at the development ofthe subject bas 
followed. Perhaps it is not very difficult to imagine that in future the 
subject will become infinitely more abstract and that historiographers will 
formul ate history on the model of mathematical physics ; endless new 
suggestions and interpretations will keep coming in, and it is unlikely that 
the last word in this connection has been or is likely to be said. In fact 
since we cannot watch the flow of history from without, all our interpreta­
tions are part of history itself. All our theories in the last analysis do not 
ex pound history, but merely extend it. 

Whatever the case may be, recognizing the immense possibilities of 
the subject is itself a conscious advance towards its critical appreciation. 
The appreciation proper constitutes the next maturer stage in its deve­
lopment. The various ways in which the fi nest minds have tried to do so 
wi ll be our concern in the following lines. 

In this connection, taking into account all the existing philosophies, 
we find that their developmen ts have been along one of the two 
broad lines-Idealism a nd Naturalism. Chronologically it would be 
appropriate to start with the former. 

The Idealist theory of history claims that history is concerned with 
human thoughts an d experiences a nd that historical understanding is 
of a unique and immediate cha racter. It denies empirical inference in the 
realm of thought. As one of its greatest exponents, Collingwood, says, 
" All history is essent ially history of thought". To the Idealists, thought 
is not an end in itself, but it transcends 'Reality'. Idealism starts with 
the idea of the Absolute, the Eternal Self-Existent, and emphasizes that 
human life ( and thus history) is to be understood in relation to Reality 
as a whole-something more than the transient experiences of the 
mundane. The Idealist point of view is essentially metaphysical and it 

co nceives human history, never as a 'significant', concrete unity, but 
merely an intrinsic 1_ fragment of a single cosmic process. The 
theory has no place for pluralism ; the ultimate oneness of things is a 



54 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE 

foregone conclusion accepted by all Ide-alists, a basic post ulate too axio­
matic to be quest ioned. Whatever seems to contrad ict the idea of th is 
underlying unity, is but the manifestatio ns of the Absolute to the finite 
mind. In this context, we might mention tha t- the Idealist's manner of 
rejecting the plurality of things as ultimately illusory, is somewhat similar 
to that of the Vedantist. Nature in this theory is logically necessary ; 
all its processes are inevitable and uniform. We might draw a parallel 
between pluralism in the realm of thought and the irregularities of natu re, 
and proceed to identi fy the ultimate illusiveness of the former \\ ith that of 

the latter. 
Man, according to the Idealist , has the power to act in conformity 

with reason, and hence-although imperfect-is capable of attaining 
perfection. Man's cravin g for perfect ion, although apparent ly deliberate, 
is in fact an unconscious inevitab ility. The physical world is the stage 
on which we witness the unending dra ma that depicts the conflict of 

nature and human passions. 
It might seem improper that we include a comparatively minor 

historiographer like Immanuel Kan t ( 1724 1804) in this brief account. 
Nevertheless we do so as it seems to us tha t he adequately makes up 
through originality and a sheer touch of the genius what he Jacks in 
gross quantity and concrete substance. He was the only important fi gure 
who approached the subject primarily from an ethical point of view. 
It would not exactly be fa r· fetch ed to compare Kan t's application ol' 
ethics to human history with th~t of Spinoza to the individual ma n In 
his famous essay entitled 'Idea of a Unive rsal Hi story on Cosmo-Political 
Plan', he stresses the fundamental rela tivity of values involved in 
h't!man affairs. He believed in something radically evi l in human 
nature ; hence the somewhat mystical and pessimistic view taken 
by Kant of the individual. He stressed the importance of political justice 
as essential to the establishment of a harmonious and stable society, to 
the elimination of discord between gregarious man and the alienated 
individual. This way only could the ultimate purpose behind creation be 
fulfilled. In certain respects Kant accepted a kind of dualism, ~md that 
is why certain strict Ideal ists are in the habit of criticising him. 

The next importan t name in th is fie ld is J. G. Herder ( 1744-1803 ). 
His views are more optimistic compared wi th those of Kant. History, fo r 
Herder, is the resultant of the interplay of two sets of forces ; one consti­
tuting the human environment and the ot her the spirit within man. All 
through the twenty volumes of his book, 'Ideas for Philosophical History 
of Mankind', he was engaged in placing human history in its proper 
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perspective-that is, locating it against the background of the whole 
cosmic plan. Man, to him, was as intermediate between two worlds-one 
'spiritual' and the other comprising inanimate matter and the animal 
kingdom. It was Herder \\-ho devolved the idea of 'a civilization' as 
opposed to civilization itself. This special civilization-so to say-is made 
up of the negative categories of the one that is real to us. Herder was 
fascinated by the imaginary interplay of the two civilizations and was of 
the view that the whole of history, not merely provides evidence of this 
struggle but is in fact the struggle itself. 

He developed the concept of man's 'national character' and thus can 
rightly be called the forerunner of Nietzsche and Schopenhauer. He went 
even to tbe extent of suggesting · that Geography is of fundamental 
importance as a determinant in human affairs ; Physiology is also given a 
privileged status. 

Herder's views often sound more naive than in fact they are, and 
though he stood for immortality and determinism, both secularism and 
rationalism held places of honour in his theory. Finally, it is necessary 
to point out that Herder was the first of th~ Idealists who were intimately 
connected with the Romantic movement. Besides, his influence on Goethe 
was also considerable ; Professor Cassirer remarks, "Goethe had arrived 
at the discovery of the special cultural value of philosophy of history 
through Herder." 

Probably the most important figure among the Idealists, if not in the 
whole domain of philosophy of history, was G. F. W. Hegel. (1770-1831). 
Hegel started with an attempt towards a synthesis of Kant's scientific out­
look and Herder's romantic aspirations and ended up ultimately with a 
philosophy of his own. Just as scholasticism admirably assimilated two mu­
tually alien worlds-one of Aristotelian Logic and the other theistic, so did 
Hegel achieve an ideal compromise between science on one band and mys­
ticism on the other. Hill approach to philosophy of history was essen­
tially that of a dispassionate logician ; that is why his critics often mark 
him as an outsider to this field. But his theories are of such fundamental 
importance that it is absolutely ridiculous to call him that. 

Hegel's philosophy of history has to be understood in a wider con­
text ; he felt that human history, as well as human thought itself, is 
adjusted to the dialectical structure of the Universe. In Hegel's Dialec­
tics , the cosmic process (according to Schelling-the process in which the 
world comes to realize itself in self-consciousness as spirit) is a manifesta­
tion of the conflict between opposing categories in Nature ; the 
universe is not merely a unity but a self-generating unity, The whole 
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scheme may be neatly broken into triads of thesis, antithesis and synthesi~. 
In Hegel's plan of the 'super-triad' 'spirit' forms the thesis-concept, 
nature the antithesis-concept and 'Absolute Idea' the synthesis-concept. 

''World-history", in the words of Hegel himself, "exhibits the deve­
lopment of the consciousness of freedom on the part of spirit, and of the 
consequent realization of that freedom." Hegel believed in the idea of 
progress just as Henri Bergson did after him. But where Bergson had his 
- what may be termed-impotent mysticism, Hegel had 'his dialectics ; 
'progress' was not merely 'there', but 'had to be there' , for his theory to 
be water-tight. Hegel did not identify the individual man as the moving 
force behind all history. This 'moving force', to biro, was 'the genius' of 
nations. Wha t to Herder was the conflict of civilizations, was to Hegel 
the tussle among different nations ; history is a record of this struggle. 
Hegel applied his dialectics to history and suggested that the Greek 
civilization (for example ), coming into contact with the Roman-which 
was its exact antithesis, produced the Christian world that was the 
resultant synthesis of the two. It might be interesting here to contrast 
Hegel's notion with that of Oswald Spengler, who was always eager to 
apply to history-in place of Hegel'sdialectics-his own "cyclical theory of 
cultures". Spengler said that each culture-that is civilization-in its birth, 
development and decay resembles the corresponding processes in a live 
organism. If the progress of civilizations could be plotted aga inst a graph, 
then history-Spengler thought-could be represent ed by a chain of regular 
sine-curves ( although this was not the precise term Spengler used, his 
concept, translated into more abstract diction, becomes identical with this\ 

We might round off this passage on Hegel with the remark that he 
recognized, paradoxically though, the roles of both the 'individual' and 
'society' in his doctrine of 'progress'. 'Unity in diversity', to him, was 
not merely aesthetically satisfying but at the same time logically necessary. 

The last important name among the Idealists is that of R. G. 
Collingwood (1891-1943). Collingwood started his major writings on this 
topic with dismissing the theory of 'Colligation' which claims that, since 
individual events in history can be linked up and separately interpreted , 
the whole of history is intelligible as a unity and is consequently superior 
to natural science. However, in his famous book 'Idea of History', 
Collingwood's dogmatism is much more prominent than his initial 
scepticism. As Professor T. M . Knox says, "This obtrusive dogmatism 
was not merely the obverse of his scepticism ; nor did it merely colour 
the form of his later work ; it affected its content, and it was linked up 
with a change in his attitude to religion-always one of his strongest 
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interests". It is to be noted that the sceptical strain in Collingwood's 
thought appears in his attitude to Christian doctrine, while it is the 
claims of his philosophy ·that tend to be dogmatic. To Collingwood, all 
history is the 'history of thought'. But even in saying so he differs 
fundamentally from the German philosopher Wilhelm Dilthey, who 
defined thought as 'first-degree intuition', whereas, to Collingwood, 
historical thought was necessarily speculation on this intuition. Professor 
Gilbert Ryle, in his book 'The Concept of Mind', attempted a kind of 
compromise between the two views in saying, " Overt intelligent perfor­
mances are not clues to the working of minds ; they are those workings". 
'Re-living past mental actions', according to Collingwood, is the essence 
of this philosophy ; in practising it himself, be arrived-in his later 
works-at something resembling the historicism of Dilthey and Croce. In 
the ultimate analysis, we might suggest, Collingwood's genius sought 
escape from scepticism in the shelter of "absolute presuppositions" 
and adopted a religious' background. In so~e respects, his views were 
similar to those of Soren Kierkegaard and Karl Barth. 

Detailed discussions on relatively minor Idealists like J. G. Fichte, 
K. C. F. Krause and F. W. J. Schelling is beyond the scopl" of the 
present article. 

While conflicts were raging in Germany round 'Absolute Idealism', . 
Auguste Comte ( 1795-1857 ) in France, was busy developing a 
'scientific' and purely 'humanistic' view of history. His concept of 
'Social Dynamics' became t}le essence of 'Positivism' -which, following 
the criteria of the natural sciences, insisted on the empirical nature of 
truth and emphasized the existence of 'necessary' laws in history. In his 
famous 'Law of Three Stages', Comte champions, with an echo of 
Condorcet, the idea of 'progress'. This 'progress' to him was not 'inevi­
table'-in the Idealist sense-,but 'real' in the language of science. Comte 
maintains that history may be classified under three major 'stages'-the 
earliest comprising the Greek, Roman and Medieval civilizations, and 
marked by the transition from fetishism, through polytheism, to 
monotheism ; the Renaissance-world, with the growth of science, together 
with a-metaphysical outlook-balanced between mysticism_ and rationalism, 
-constitutes the intermedia te stage which ends with the French 
Revolution ; the third and final stage-as yet incomplete-is the 'Positivist' 
era, which would culminate in the creation of an ideal, scientific society­
transferred, once and for all, from conditions of war to those of peace. 

In a way Auguste Comte can be called the precursor of Darwin, 
for he prophetically anticipated the essentials of the latter's theory 
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-as expounded in his masterpiece 'The Origin of Species' (I 859)-through 

his own ideas regarding 'soci al evolution'. 
A. Cournot and H. T. Buckle carried on Comte 's work in a fashion 

which would perhaps invest either with the tit le ' nee-pos itivist' . 
The decline of positivism, however, was as meteoric as its r ise ; it 

reigned supreme, and practically unchallenged , for a short period before 
giving way to Karl Marx with his revolut ion ary theorie s g rounded on 

Economics. As Croce observed, "The positivist movement in history was 
the obverse of the metaphysical movement" ; it was marked by an exces~ 
of the scientific spirit-so to say. Positivism attempted t o iden tify 
history with natural science ; it failed to recognize the auton omy of history 
as a unique discipline, perhaps this caused its ra th er premature 

downfall . 
"The history of all hitherto existing societies is the h is tory of 

class-struggles"-these w~rds , while mherin g in a new era, rem ain not just 
an idea but have passed into a way of life. Karl Marx ( 1818-1 883) 
underlined Economics as the moving force behind all hi story. He 
was the first to explain history, not from a metaphysica l, but a n entirely 
materialistic point of view. The point of view was not much of a noYelty in 
itself-even collectivist thinkers hke , Proudhon , Saint-S imo n, Fourier and 
Robert Owen had all upheld 'materialism', in their a ttempt s a t 'utopian 
socialism'. The distinctive credit of Marx lies in the fact th a t he ex tended 
Hegel's dialectics to 'mechanistic materjalism' and thus eliminated all 
discrepancies from the latter. But, whereas Hegel had gi ven 'mind' 
precedence over 'matter' , Marx did just the reverse-here lies their 

fundamental difference. The idea of history bein g an orga nic whole, 
composed of the political; economic and cultural lives of people, was 

replaced by Marx's activistic doctrine which claimed tha t all apparently 
self-contained, independent unities in history are really outward retlec­
tions of the basic economic motif ; that their pseudo-continuity manifests 
their underlying unity. Marx insisted that social tr ansition co uld be 
consciously brought about ; to him , human activity is always th e sole agent 
behind such 'changes'. As a ma tter of fact, never before M arx was so 
much emphasis placed on thi s concept of 'change ' . In his own words, 
'The philosophers have interpreted the world in various ways ; the point 

is, however, to alter it". The germ of this 'chan ge' lies within the inherent 
contradictions of human society ; all class-struggles are but manifesta tions 
of this change. 

Coming from relatively abstract to more concrete terms, Marx 
analysed existing history as t1 continuous development from primitive 
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com munism, via feudalism to capitalism. The process is only half­
complete ; the decadence of the present capitalist epoch is epitomized in 
the sharp polarization be tv. een the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. 
Marx insisted that this existing struggle, passing through successive 
phases-first the proletarian revolution and then the 'Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat'-shall culmina te in an id eal synthesis of 'Labour' and 
'Capital'-in a perfectly classless society, in which the 'state' shall cease 
to exist. Here, . in Marx's own words, "Pre-history .ends, and history 

begins". 
When in 1955 Arnold J. Toynbee completed his monumental 

work, 'A Study of History', he bad been thoroughly moulded into an 
idiosyncratic prophet-clinging dogmatically to his cherished theories­
altogether, a pale ghost of the dispassionate empirical sociologist that had 
started writing the book twentyone years earlier. He did not any longer 
view history as an impartial spectator but was deeply conscious of his 
participation in it. 

Originally his views were not, strict ly speaking, totally foreign to 
those of Vico, and-to a certain extent-those of Oswald Spengler. 
Toynbee beg ' n by arguing that a civilization is the only 
intelligible unit in historiography attd went on to identify 
twentyone such civilizations in history. In the process, he came 
to reject Spengler's use of the biological analogy and said 
that 'purpose' behind history was to be found in the synthesis of the 
'four high religions'-Hinduism, M ahayana Buddhism, Christianity and 
Islam. Nevertheless, Toynbee's view of history is not the traditionally 
orthodox Christian one-similar to those of St. Augustine, Von Schlegel 
and Reinhold Nt:buhr. In short, we may sum up his ideas on history 
as those of a quasi-scientific mystic, with a profound ecclesiastical bias. 

Towards the end of the nineteenth century certain European 
thinkers, with an idealistic bent of mind, started advocating the supremacy 
of history over natural science. They professed that the study of history, 
unlike natural science, provides a concrete and compact body of know­
ledge as is automatically the only province in the whole domain of human 
understanding that can effectively repulse constant attacks from scepticism. 
Accordingly, in sharp ccntrast to the abstract generalizations of science 
on the one hand and the end less deliberations of the speculative 
world on the other, historiography would henceforth follow an altogether 
new line of development . Wh at followed was the inevitable tendency 
to ground everything on history. This tendency is 'historicism', its 
earliest exponents being Wilhelm Dilthey, Benedetto Croce, Rickert and 
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others. Professor Barracloubg's definition of historicism is characterised 

by the assumption that ''the whole Reality is one vast historical process ... 
the nature of every thing which exists is, so t o say, in its historical develop­

ment". 
One of Benedetto Croce's most significant comments in relation to 

historiography was "All hi story is contemporary history". He was for 
rejecting that part of the past which has no contemporary significance. 
He believed that history is philoso phy in motion and that the historian's 
function is essentially to show nature and man, not in theory and abs­
traction, but in the actual flow an d operation of causes and events. 
Elucidating this particular point, Croce made his famou s remark, 
"History should be written by philosophers''. In a necessary logical 
corollary to his theory, Croce came to discard the concept of 'abstract 
rationalism' or 'illuminism', a theory which holds that Reality can be 
divided, so to say, into 'History' and 'Super-History', the ide as and 

valut!S of the latter being reflected on the former. 
That history repeats itself used to be a favourite and axiomatic 

presupposition with all historiographers till modern times. Croce was 
probably the first to hit at the very foundation of this fallacious concept 
with his now-famous doctrine, "Histroy never repeats itself and does not 
preserve itself intact". He stressed the 'private individuality' of each 
historical action ; "The invent ion of the typical, the constant and the 

recurring is essentially anti-historical", he said. 
Wilhelm D ilthey was morally a sceptic regarding historici sm. He, 

being a liberal humanist, believed that the individual is the real unit of 
history, and understanding of it provides the key to the interpretation 
of the subject. According to Dilthey, the 'relativity of values' is only the 
reverse of the "coin of man's creative freedom"; for this rel:I.SOn, history 
is not the ''orchestration of an eternally fixed theme'', but is the story of 
the struggle of man, "to come to terms with Reality". 

Dilthey's view is important, not so much for itself, but for the 
profound influence it has continued to exert on modern existentialists. 
Martin Heidegger, probably Germany's most influential modern philos.)­
pher, acknowledges this debt in his book 'Sein Und Zeit', 
"Fundamentally the following analysis of temporality and historicity is 

·solely coHcerned with preparing the way for the assimilation of the 
researches of W. Dilthey which the present generation is yet to achieve". 

One of the most brilliant critics of historicism in recent ye<1rs is 
Karl Raimuud Popper ; his book 'The Poverty of Historicism' has 
become an absolute must for the student of historiography today. 'fh~ 
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attaek that he unleashed has practically succeeded in relegating histori­
cism to the level of a daydream of Idealists to a monstrous logical 
fallacy. Popper classified historicism into two broad divisions :(a) Pro­
naturalistic and (b) Anti-naturalistic, and proceeded to point out the 
shortcomings of either. His argumen t against the first was that social 
science can never ultimately correspond to theoretical physics, the 
spatio-temporal determinants in the latter being inapplicable to the 
comparatively narrower dimen sions of the for mer. Besides, drawing 
parallels from Heisenberg's 'Principle of Indeterminacy', Popper 
conclud ~!d that any kind of regular systematization based on hard 
and fast rules is impossible in history. 

His main complaint against the second school was that an idealistic 
approach to history-if followed strictly logically-ultimately leads to 
Solipsism ; that discrepancies arose the moment generalizations­
restricted to particular period s-were extended to fi t the whole of 
existing history. Popper was against all kinds of historical predictions 
and approved of 'piecemeal social· engineering' instead. He was of the 
opinion that historicism is more a record of substantial change than of 
progress. He reminds us of Professor Carr when the latter referred to 
the necessity of "aims and purposes which will ultimately be derived 
from values which have their source outside history". History 
should be written from the disti nc tive point of view of each age ; in such 
re-writing, accompanied by a proper awareness of the bias that underlies 
it, an age becomes critically conscious of the past and the present. 
Historicism, on the other hand, carries alarming implications, for it 
raises the spectre of relativism which leads to nihilism. 

What seems to be the crying need of the hour is a happy 
assimilation of both the artist and the scientist for the appreciation of 
history, the development of a proper sense of history. Throughtout the 
discussion what stands out as the most characteristic feature of the 
historiographer is his inclination to 'direct' the flow of history, not so 
much to 'observe' it. Often we find him starting as an obeserver, 
but invariably ending up as a guide-a prophet professing to shape 
human destiny. But what strangely enough has eluded the historiographer 
is the impossiblity of his task; formulating history may be of academic 
interest but is in the uhimate analysis a futile effort because of the 

' . infinite plasticity of the unit in history,-Man. Every single generalization 
regarding this unique entity Man has only succeeded in laying bare 
the various possibilities within him that are as yet untapped. We can 
gape in wonder at the immense diversities latent in human beings ; 
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man, from the indigene of Brazil to N ewton an d H enri Poincare, from 

the palaeolithic savage to the surrea li sts of Paris, h as proved to him~ 
self time and again-that he is beyond the scope of a mere formula , 

an end in himself. The world of to-day, plagued by perpe tu al strife, 

where man seems bent on sy~temetically annihilating hi s fellowmen, 

bea rs pathetic evidence of the folly of trying to dictate terms tu h isto ry. 

Let us hope that in th e world of to·morrow-where humnn existence will 

perhaps no longer be at a stake, man will be content to admire a ll that 

is in history with a rational indi fference and a passion a te interest as we!!. 

COLOUR & CHEMICAL CONSTITUTION 

By 

Barendra Nath Putatunda 

3rd Year, Sc. ( Chemistry ) 

The history of artistic imaginatio n is itself an history of colour. But 

it is only recently that colour has aroused in men not only an arti st ic 

appreciation of its potentials bu t a lso a scientific eval ua tion of its inner 

beauty. 
In this particular t reatment we shall a !tend to colours u nder two 

he .tds-Inorganic and Organic. Such a division of course doe s no t 

n ~ce ssarily imply a difference in t he fundamental causes, but only quickens 
our understand ing. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that an incident beam of white 
light when refracted at the surface of the prism breaks up inw severa l 
com;>onents, viz . Violet, Indigo, Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange and Red. 

Light may become coloured again due to interference arising from 
the superposition of more than one wave or train. This phenomenon 
imparts colour to bird feather, soap bubbles etc. 

Again the individual colours of white light may be separated by 
produ:iog either an absorption spectrum or an emission spectrum. The 
former is obtained by passing white light through a suitably colour~d 
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translucent material. This is the origin of the colours of most chemical 

substances. The same effect is obtained by scattering light from the 
surfa ce of a solid material. If a certain proportion of light is reflected, the 
substance has the colour of the reflected light. If only a single band is 

absorbed the substance has the complementary colour as shown in 

the table :-

TABLE 

0 Colour Visible 0 Colour Visible 

A absorbed colour A absorbed colour 

4000-4350 Violet Yellow Green 5600-5800 Yellow Green ·Violet 

4350-4800 Blue Yellow 5800-5950 Yellow Blue 

4800-4900 Green Blue Orange 5950-6050 Orange Green Blue 

4900-5000 Blue Green Red 6050-7500 Red Blue Green 

5000-5600 Green Purple 

An emission spectrum is obtained by suitably exciting an atom 
usually by beat, and electronic transitions occur which radiate light 
of a particular wave length. The energy required is given by the equation 

L, E=hv ( h=Plancks constant, v=Frequency of radiation) . . Now 

human eye is sensitive to waves within the range of 4000-7500°A. 
A substance is coloured if it has the property of absorbing visible 
light. . Transition metal ions containing unpaired d electrons are coloured 
both in solid state and in solution. 

Such colours are reasonably intense but are modified by the presence 

of a variety of complex agents. This indicates further that transitions 
involving the d electrons present are responsible for the colours in-

. volved. A glance at the ionization energies reveal that the smallest 
of these ( 3·87 ev. for Caes ium ) is still larger than the quantum corres~ 

ponding to violet light ( 3. I 0 ev ). Hence we conclude that electron 

transitions involved in atomic spectra are intra-atomic, 
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COLOUR OF TRANSITION METAL ION HYDRATES 

IN SOLUTION 

(Usually ions of the type [ M(H2 0) 6 ] "+) 

Total no. of No. of unpaired Metal Colour 

d electrons d electrons Ion 

0 0 K+, Ca++, Sc+++ Colourless 

1 1 Ti 3+ Pink-violet 

2 2 v a+ Green 

3 3 Cr 3+ Violet 

4 4 Cr 2+ Blue 

5 5 Mn 2 +(Fe3 +) Very plae pink (Violet) 

6 4 Fe 2 + Green 

7 3 Co 2 + Pink 

8 2 Ni2+ Green 

9 1 Cu2 + Blue 

10 0 Cu+, zn 2 +, Ga 3 + Colourless 

Metallic compounds can be divided into two groups : those whose 
colours are dilute and those whose colours are concentrated. An 
example of the former type is [ Co(H 2 0 )G ] So4 , H 20-Pink, whereas Nio 
and FeS-black serve examples of the latter type. A study of the 
table above shows clearly t bat for ions with closed shell config urations 
( 18 electrons for K+, Ca2 +, Sc3+ and 36 electrons for Cu+, Zn2 + and 
Ga3+) no colour is observed. In all other cases the ions are coloured 
in aqueous solution. However the intensity of the colour in the cases of 
Fe2+ and Mn3+ is much less. The significant feature is that these 
elements have partially filled d orbitals, the unusually weak colours 
of Mn 2+ and Fe3+ arising from half filled d shell. 

Although the Bohr atom is convenient for the depiction of the 
electron positions. it does not give a true picture of the actual spacial 
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position. However the shape of the orbitals emerge from quantum 
mechanics. These five possible d orbitals are shown. ( cf. Fig. 1. ) 

d.)(.2oY>bital (<iv) 

d "~-'"- Y
4 o.,.,bil:-.l ( J. v) 
+x 

-z.. 

Figure-1 : The two dr orbitals and one of three dE orbitals (the 
annular ring in the dz 2 orbital is omitted . .) 

If we consider a free Ti 3+ ion with one d electron then this electron 
does not distinguish between the five possible d orbitals since these 
are equal in energy i.e. degenerate. On bringing up six- ve charges 
( eg. F ions ) or - ve electric dipoles ( eg. H 20) and dispersing these 
octahedrally along the Ti 3 + ions along the x, y and z axes ( i11 Fig. 1 ). 
we destroy the degeneracy of these five d orbitals. It may be seen that 
the d orbitals are of two kinds, two so called dy orbitals which have lobes 
of electron density pointing towards the six ligands and three so called d€ 
orbitals whose lobes of electron density point between the ligands. 
In Fig 1. only one dE orbital is shown (the dxy). The energy splitting 
of the orbitals ( in an octahedral field ) is shown in Fig 2 ( see page 66 ) 
the separation between the levels 6 being given in cm-t. For 
[ Ti H

2 
0 )

6 
p + the value of 6 is 20300 cm- t which lies in the visible 

spectrum. Consider now the location of the single d electron in its 
lowest energy state ( ground state ). In these circumstances the electron . 
will spend ~rd of its t ime in each of the ( equivalent ) dL' orbitals. 
However if sufficient energy be provided, eg. if the solution 
be illuminated with white light an absorption of energy at 20300 cm- 1 

will provide the energy needed to drift the electron to a dy orbital. The 
laws of spectroscopy demand that for an allowed transition there must 
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b~ a change in the subsidiary quantum no. e of ± 1, Si nce both d Z 
and dy orbitals have the same value of e the electron transition is sa id by 

spectroscopists to be 'Laporte forbidden.' !n fact it d oes occur to a 

small extent because there are vibrations which pertu rb the pu re d orbi­

tals, nevertheless the transition takes place with a relati vely low intensity 
(1',_,1•5) only. As a result Titanic ion in aqueous solut ion has a charac-

teristic pinkish violet colour. 
5T RONCrt F!tt... '!J 

'W EA.k FIELD cl y 

No FIELD d.Y 

i=e. ~ -1 io ...... in f-it.ld. 
~~"et su.bst,'b..~,tio'l\. 
['l.IL cL O'i' bi tcds 

J e.~u1.e. I" at~ 
_____ Vel.~ 

rFe F~ ~-
!...: ~ l.Ol'\ 

[Fe. (c N)J 
3 ~ 0, 

Figure -2. Energy levels for Fe+ 3 ' [ FeF G J-3 and [ Fe (cN)c r . 
. Actually speaking there are many other fac tors which are behind 

colour sensation. They may be summa rised as follows. 
(a) A change in the no. of d electrons owing to a change of the 

metal ion eg. in passing from (Co :H 20 )6]2+ ion (d 7J to (iN (H 2 0 )n]2 + 

ion (dB) the value of 6 changes from 9700 em- 1 to 8500 cm-1 and the 

colour of the complex ion changes from pink to green. 

(b) A change in the no. of d electrons owing to a chan ge of 

valency eg. [Cr\H zO )eJ2+ (d4
) is blue but [Cr(H 2 0 )c] a+ is green, 

(c) A change in the value of 6 owing to the u se of differen t 

attached groups (ligands) an effect due to the effe ct of the Ia tter on the 

strength of the electric field. Thus [Cu(H ~ 0 ) 4 ] 2 + is pale blue but 
[Cu(NH 3) 4 ]2+ is violet. Indeed ligand s can be put in a series in the 

order in which they increase 6 viz, H 2 0 LNCS' L NH 3 L etheylene diam­

mine L N0 2 - L CN.' 

(d) A change in the value o( 6 owing to a different stereoche­

mistry (usually with a change of the ligand) . Thus whereas th e octahe­

dral [Co(H 20) 6] 2 + has a pink colour the tetrahedra l [CoCIJ 2 - is blue. 

The value of E for the latter is one hundred or 80 times that fo r the for-
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mer. As discussed above for the [CoCI 4)2- ion the electron transition 
is not of the simple d -d type as for the octahedral complex. 

(e) Changes in L owing to isomerism, the compound. [Co(NH 3 )4 
Cl 2 ]+- can exist in two forms , in one the two Cl. atoms , in" the octahe­
dron are adjacent (cis) and in the other opposite (trans). The first is 
violet the second is green owing to a different kind of splitting apart of 
the d orbitals in each case. 

In the case of the inuer transition elements the tripositive lanthanide 
ions are strikingly coloured both in crystalline compounds, and in solution. 
The remarkable periodicity of colours are. 

M3 + ion No. of f electrons Colour 
La 3 + 0 Colourless 

Ce 3 + 1 Colourless 
Pra+ 2 Gre<!n 

Nd 3 + 3 Red 

Pm 3+ 4 Pink 

High absorption characterises colour ; it is true the absorption 
spectrum of neodymium chloride is a very intricate one, but it may be 
regarded as a typical case only. The individual absorption bands are very 
sharp. A form of explanation is that the absorption bands arise from 
electronic transitions. The transitions are supposed to involve two 
energy states of the same 6fn configuration. For these ions the unpai­
red electrons in the incomplete shell (fin this case) are deep inside the 
atom and the levels are only slightly effected by the ekctric fields arising 
from the anion. It should be noted how the colours are complemer.­
tary for shells with n and ( 14- n) electrons. Also the fo and f 1 4 shells 
are colourless and the half filled f' shell is also colourless. 

Charge Transfer Spectra :-These arise either from electronic tran­
sitions between atoms or between different molecular orbitals in a· mole­
cule. Colour may arise in compounds which contain electropositive ions of 
very high polarizing power. Since the polarizing power rises as the 
charge on an ion increases and also as the ionic radius dimisnishes 
ions such as CrG+ ions in which both conditions are fulfilled have great 
polarizing power. In g~neral the colour of a series of compounds 

• become deeper as the polarizability of the anion is increased, viz. 

Cation F Cl Br I 0 S 

Ni++ Yellowish Yellow 

Colourless 

Dark 
Brown 

Black Dark Black 
Green 

Black Blue Black 
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From all these facts it is reasonable to assume that it is the anion and 
not the cation which actually causes the colour of the compounds. A typi­
cal case for example is Agl which when conce ntrated is yellow. If this 
were a crystalline assembly of Ag+ and I - ions we might expect it to be 
colourless since Ag+ has a d to (closed shell) confi guration. Although 
we can write the bond between the two atoms as ionic eg. Ag+ ..... . I, one 
can also envi sage a covalent bond Ag : X· Now if the energy diff. 
between the two configurations corresponds with a quantum of energy 
in the visible spectrum, then absorption will occur and hence colour will 
result. Charge transfer spectra are respon sible for the colour of many 
metal oxides and sulfides and of compounds such as the complex acids 
K2Cr04 KMnO~ which absorb very strongly. The lat ter are of special 
interest since Cr (vi) and Mn (vii) have d 0 confi gurations. 

Again many of the elements of the main groups of the periodic 
system form coloured anhydrous compound s of saltlike character 
(eg. PbO, PbS etc) although the relevant cations are completely colourless 
in aquous solution. It istherefore plausible that certa in cation s should pola­
ri~e o-2 ions in oxide structures to the extent . of giving charge tran sfer 
spectra but should not polarise H 2 0 molecules to sufficient degree. In 
general the sub group elements being smaller in radius are capable of 
bringing about the necessary modification of energy levels, which is requi­
red for the hydrated or ammoniated ions to have excitation energies of 
about 1-3 volts so as to give charge transfer spectra in the visible region. 

This phenomenon also occurs when mixed oxidation states are present 
(viz a mixture of Fe(OH) 2 and Fe (OH)s is black). The intense colour 
obtained when Potassium Ferricyanide is treated with Fe SO 4 solution is 
believed to arise from a kind of oscilla tion between the two possible con­
figurations KFeii [Feiii(CN)6 ] and KFeii\feii (CN)6 ]. 

COLOUR AND CHEMICAL CONSTITUTION ( ORGANIC ) 

The development of the relationship between colour and constitu­
tion in organic chemistry began when it was noticed that certain unsatu­
rated groups in general manifested itself in colour. Such un saturated 
groups were termed chromophores, viz-N :::;; ~ ; - N' = 0 ; - N = N- etc. 

Compounds containing chromophores wer.e termed chromogens. The 
depth of the colour of the chromogen was found to increase with the no. 
of cbromophores eg. CH 2 = CH 2 is colourless but CH 3( CH = CH)6CH 

3 
is 

yellow. 

Another group of compounds were found which deepened colour. 
They were termed Auxochromes eg. OH, NH2 , NHR, NR 2 • 
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Colour is said to be deepened in colour chemistry as per the follo­
wing changes : Yellow-+ Orange-+ Red-+ Purple-+ Violet-+ Blue-+ Green-+ 
Black. 

In 1879 Nietzki stated that increase in molecular weight. deepened 
colour, e.g . substitution of a napthalene nucleus for Benzene in 20 dyes 
deepens the colour from yellow to red. Many exceptions were however 
foun d. Piccard first pointed out that in these cases the introduction of 
the heavier group introduced a second absorption band at the blue end 
of the spec trum. 

Armstwng found that quinones (o and p) are coloured and ~ugges­

ted that all colouring matters in general can be represented by a quino­
noid structure. It was however found that the theory could not be 
applied to the case of fulvenes. 

Armstrong believed that the colour of nitrophenols was due to 
quinonoid structure. Hantzsch prepared two kinds of ethers. He there­
fore believed that a change in colour involved a change in structure. 

At present the scientists believe that the absorption of ultraviolet 
or visible light results from electronic excitation. In molecules at ordi· 
nary temperatures the electrons are in orbitals having lowest possible 
energy (ground state). Higher orbitals are empty, but it requires energy 
to cause the transition of an electron from lower to higher level and the 
kinetic energy of the molecules is not sufficiently high to do this except 
at high temperatures. It happens however that electromagnetic vibra­
tions having wave lengths between 100 mil' and 1300 mil' that is in the 
ultraviolet visible and near infrared region have just the right energy to 
cover the energy range of the lower electron transitions. Hence the 
energy of a light wave can be used to transfer an electron from its ground 
state to next higher orbital during which process light of that particular 
wave length is absorbed. 

When an electron transition takes place in atoms, only a single 
wave length is absorbed which has just the right energy to bring about 
the transfer of an electron to a higher level. If E 1 is the original energy 
content and E 2 the final, then E 2 -E1 =hv (h = plancks constant, v = frequ­
ency of radiation). The result is a line spectrum. For hydrogen atom for 
example the single electron in the ground state is in the ls orbital. The orbital 
of th e next higher energy is 2s orbital. But we know, for the transfer of 
light energy a quantum mechanical condition namely the existence of a 
non-vanishing transition dipole ·must be met by the occupied and the 
unoccupied orbitals. The more symmetrical the moleculel the less tb« 
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transition dipole. If the electric dipole is zero, absorp tion may still occur 

if the transition magnetic dipole is not zero. 
Hydrogen for example can absorb light if the first possible transition 

J s--+ 2s occurs. But because of the non-existence of the quantum mecha­
nical condition, we have instead 1 s--+ 2p. The energy associated with this 
change is 235 K cal/mole and accounts for the strong line at 120 mfL· 

There are two approaches concerning these facts,-the Valence Bond 
theory and the Molecular Orbital theory. According to the V. B theory 
when light is absorbed in a molecule there is an induced oscillation of 
the electron pair (in bonds) throughout the length of the molecule. 
Lewis, Calvin and Muliken have assumed that the elec trons are oscilla­
ting in the ground state of the molecule the character of oscillation being 
the same as that of the induced oscillation in the exci ted sta te. When 
the molecule is raised to its first excited state tbe a bsorption spectrum 
corresponding to this state will have the lowest possible frequency. If 
the molecule is raised to its second excited state , then the second a bsorp­
tion band will appear. F or a long molecule which h as an absorpt io n 
band of lo w frequency the electron displacement must be small compared 
to the dimensions of the molecule and so the fi rst two excited states 
occur close together. If the frequency of the absorption band is relat ively 
high for a short 'molecule, the electron displacements are effectively th ose 

in the resonating structure and so the excited states are widely separated. 
The ease of excitation is N c.-co > 0C=S > N =N > C=O > C= N > C = C. 
Thus colour will deepen from right to left. 

Again it has been shown that resonance among charged structures 
lowers the energies of both ground and excited states and since charged 
structures contribute more to the excited th an to the ground sta te, the 
former will be coloured more than the latter . Thus in general the deeper the 
colour, the greater is the resonance among the various changed 
forms. All the above unsaturated groups are easily polarised, i. e. readily 
prcduce charged structures in the excited state. Hence their presence in a 
molecule tends to produce colour. 

Benzene is a typical example. Its ch arged structures contribute 
little to the ground or excited states and so Benzene absorbs only in the 
ul traviolet and the absorption is weak due to symmetry of the molecule. 
Substituents viz. an amino or hydroxyl group not only greatly i!icreases 
the intensity of absorption but also shifts the band to longer wave lengths 
because of the interaction of the unshared pair of electrons with the 
unsaturation electrons of the ring. That is the rr orbitals now encompass 

thv 0 or N atoms as as well the C aH G ring and the no. of rr orbitals 
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is increased from 3 to 4. For nitro groups the absorption IS still 
more intense. 

The colour of quinone may be explained by resonance among 
charged structures . 

., 
II ~0 -t I Q- '"' I 0 : \o, f-) ~o~~,01"<-~,o 
ll II 11 1 + 
0 0 0 0 

As tbe no. of double bonds in conjugation inrceases, tbe no. of 1r 

orbitals necessary to accomodate the unsaturated electrons does also in­

crease. Since an electron can be transferred from any ground state orbital to 
that of the lowes t excited state the no. of band systems equals the 
square of the no. of double bonds in conjugation. Moreover the difl'erence 
in energy between the highest oecupied 7T orbital in ground state and 
that for the 1st excited sta te decreases with each additional double 
bond and the longest wavelength absorption moves towards the red. 
A compound is colourless again if the band moves into the infrared 
unless, as usua lly happens, a new band moves into the visible. If two 
bands or more are sufficiently close together general may appear simul­
taneously and the col our depends on the r'emainder of the light that 
is transmitted or reflected. 

Steric factor also influences colour viz. the cis form of following 
hydroxyazo compound is colourless where as the trans form is coloured. 

Increasing the no . of fused nuclei in condensed aromatic rings leads 
to all absorption of increasing wavelengths, viz. Long Band wavelength 
for Beozene-260 mp.; Napthalene- 280 mp.; Anitbracene-375 m1L; 
Napthacene-450 mp.; Pentacene-575 tnJ.L . 

Of these the first three are colourless, Napthacene is orange and 

Pentacene purple. 
However Phenanthrene has the same no. of fused rings as anthra­

cene but absobrs at shorter wavelength (350 111fL), This is due to the 
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more complete aromatic character (Higher Resonance Energy) of phe­
nanthrene and consequently due to a lower energy level for the highest 

forced molecular orbital. 

Other forms of Colour :--Reference should also be made of colours 
in certain crystals owing to defects or the presence of unpurities. Thus 
irradiation of KCl imparts a blue colour to the crystal. This colour 
appears when the crystal is dissolved in water. It can be attributed 
to a very small no. of colour centres containing potassium atoms. The 
origin of colour here is essentially charge traiJsfer. Finally attention 
should be drawn to a certain case of colour where the effect is due to 
scattering of light, the cololX is affected by the concentration and the size 
of the suspended articles. Thus when a beam of white light is passed 
through a suspension of finely divided freshly precipitated sulphur 
particle the emerging beam is red, whereas the apparent colour of 
suspension at right angles to the beam is blue. · 

Also there is the case of fluorescence. Although energy of the 
absorbed electro-magnetic radiation in the range 100-1300 mf-' is used 
to bring about electronic transitions, the molecules do not remain in the 
excited state, but, instantaneously to the ground. Ordinarily the mean 
life of the excited molecule is about IQ- 8 sec. the energy liberated usually 

is converted by collision or other processes into l1eat ; that is the 
material which absorbs light and becomes warmer. The energy may be 

dissipated also by photo-chemical reaction which accounts for the 
fading of t4e coloured substances in light. Some molecules are however 
resistant to deactivation by collision or by photo- chemical reaction and 
the energy is re-emitted as light, since some of the absorbed energy has 
been used to produce vibrational excitation, which is removed readily 
by collision. The re-emitted light is of lower energy (longer wavelength }. 
Thus a colourless substance like anthracene fluorosces in the visible. 



Dr. Sushi! Kumar Dey 

Dr. Sushi! Kumar De, M.A ., B. L., F.R.S., D. Litt. (London). 

F. R. A. S. (London), (I 890-1968), the doyen of Sanskrit and 

Bengali studies was a student of English a t the Presidency 
College from 1905 to 1911 . After he had passed B. A. (1909) 
and M.A. (1911 ) both with First class, he was appointed a tem­
porary Professor of English at this College. Later he became a 

Lecturer in English, Calcutta University 0913-1919). He was 
a Griffith Memorial Prize winner (1915) and a Premchand Roy­
chand Scholar (1917!. At London School of Oriental Studies 
be worked on Sanskrit Poetics and got his D. Litt. degree (1921). 
He also studied linguistics at the URiversity of Bonn, Germany 
(1921-22). He joined Dacca University as the Reader in English 

. (1923). On the retirement of Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad 
Shastri he was appointed Read~r (1925) and then Professor of 

Sanskrit-Bengali Department. After his retirement (I 94 7) he 
was appointed Professor of Sanskrit, Sanskrit College, Calcutta 

(1951·56). He was also Professor of Bengali, Jadavpur 

University (1956·59). 
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Though Dr. De begaP. his career as a teacher in English, he 

turned to Sanskrit and Bengali Studies in which he made 

some outstanding contributions. His most well-known work 

Studies in Sanskrit Poetics (Vol J, 1923 ; Vol IT, 1925 ) appea­

red simultaneously with Mm . P. V. Kane's edition of 

Sahitya Dmpan, and has yet remained unsuperseded. Dr. De 
edited a number of Sanskrit Texts in the best tradition built 

up by the European and Indian orientalists and made a com­

parative study of Western and Indian critical theories, in a 
number of papers. In recognition of his outstanding researches, 
he was invited to edit the Mahabharata with Dr. V. S. 

Sukthankar, a historic project undertaken and CDmpleted by 

the Bhandarkar Research Institute, Poona. Dr. De's another 

very important work is the Early History of Vaisnava Faith 

and Movement in Bengal ( !942 ) . The book was dedicated to 

his friend, Dr. Sukthankar. 

Apart from the recognition he received as a great Sanskrit 
scholar all the world over, he will ever remain a model to the 
researchers of Bengali literature. His Bengali Literature in 
the Nineteenth Century, 1800-1825, (1919), regarded as not 

only the pioneer work on that subject, is also the best assess­
ment of Bengali literature of the early quarter of the nineteenth 

century. Another of his works, Bangia Prabad ( 1954) shows 

his thorough mastery and de~p insight into the middle Bengali 

literature. 

Dr. De had a fine poetic sensibility too. Btlonging once 
to the group of poets known as the Bharati-group, he was the 
author of four books of verse, Praktani, Lilayita. Adyatani 

and Ksana- Vidyut. 

He was connected with various learned institutions of India 

and abroad. He presided over the 1949 session of the All 

India Oriental Conference and was a member of the Sanskrit 
Commission set up by the Government of India (1956-57). 



SEMINAR REPORTS 
[I have again and again requested the· seminar secretaries of different depart­

ments to submit their annual rep orts. It seems to me at this stage that self-effacement is 
the guiding principle with some of them. The result is obvious-Secretar)l. ] 

Ours is the oldest of all the Geological Institutes in India. It was 
established in 1905. The function of this Institute is to arrange lectures, 
film shows, quiz competitions and exhibitions of Geological interest in 
the . Department. The mouthpiece of the Institute, Bhu- Vidya is also 
published every year. This journal contains a number of articles of vari· 
ous Geological aspects written mainly by the students and the teachers of 
the department. The main object of this journal is to encourage the 
young students to express their Geological thoughts. 

During this session, we arranged a number of brilliant lectures deli­
vered by eminent geologists of this country and abroad, amongst whom 
were Mr. S. Sinha (G. S. I), Dr. S. V. P . Iyenger (G. S. I), Mr. P. K. 
Ghosh (G. S. I), Dr. T. Raychudhury (G. S. I) and Dr. A. Crawford (Aus­
tralian National University, Canbera) . Two fil ms of geological interest 
were also shown in the depar tment in collaboration with the G. S. I. 
Besides, the great Russian film show, " Battleship Potemkin" of S. M. 
Eisenstein was also arranged (by c.1urtesy of ISCUS) in the Physics Lecture 
Theatre on behalf of tbe Institute to entertain all the students of the 
College. 

This is to announ ce with great pleasure that, this year, on the eve of 
the 6lst Annual Meeting, we observed the Diamond Jubilee function of 
our Institute with Dr. A. K . Banerjee, Head of this Department in the 
chair and Mr. P. C. Hazra, Director, G. S. I as the Guest-in-Chief. On 
this occasion, an outstanding exhibition was arranged, mainly organized 
by the undergraduate students. A special 'Diamond Jubilee Commemo­
ration' volume of our beloved Bhu-Vidya was also published in this 

connection. 
Before ending, I express my sincerest gratitude to Dr. A. K. Banerjee 

and other professors of the J?epartment for their cordial co-operation. 
Thanks are also due to my fellow students of both post-graduate and 

under-graduate classes. 

N abakisor Dutta 
Hony. General Secretary 

Geological Institute. 



EDITORIAL : 

STUDENTS AND POLITICS 

Few people accept each other and most 

Will never do anything properly, 
But the crowd rejects no one, joining tlie crowd 

Is the only thing that all men can do. 

The year 1967-68 is, indeed, a turning-point in the ar,nals of the Presi­
dency College. It is a year in which the College, fortunately or unfortu­
nately, for some reason or oth.;>r, has featured in the head-line of the 
newspapers . The recent affairs in the College, citadel of the good, the 
"ell-behaved and the bookish, the very epitome of isolationism and non­
involvement in politics and mass-movements, have raised again the age­
old question in the mind of the people--whether the students sh ould par­

ticipate in active poli tics. 

It is undeniable that Colleges exist for studies, not simply for party· 
politics or politica l movements. Anyth ing that periodically stops classes, 
hampers studies and disrupts examinations goes against the very principle 
of academic education. Anything that damagrs laboratories, uses physi­
cal violence rather than reason to persuade is, simply, injurious by any 
political standards, to the interest of the student community. 

Again it is equaliy undeniable that the precept that students should 
do nothing but study is unrealistic and pervesre. The problems of 
life in the twentieth cen tury are too complex and The Presidency College 
is no island separated by the ocean from the rest of the world. The 
students of our College like those of other Colleges are part of the society 

fighting the battle of life, seeking solutions to th e problem of the day. 
Anything that affects the national life a lso concerns them. 

And there is absolutely no reason why a student as a social being 
should not re-act to that situation. If he merely lives in the ivory tower 

of abstruse theory, be will be escapist and futile. The essence of any work 
is practice. And politics which, to a large extent, explains the pattern 
and problems of the individual and collective life, in its very nature, needs 
action, not disengagement , movement not stagnation, experience not spe­
culation in the class-room and the coffee-house. 
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Thus the need of the hour is nei ther complete aversion to politics nor 
th e thoughtless plunge into it. It should be rather an adjustment, a 
balance between studies and politics, a goldel) mean between attendance in 
classes and presence in the meetings and the processions at the Maidan. 

Politics should be an everyday reality for the student community-a 
sensitive and progre~sive element in society. It does not mean farewell to 
studies but application of pragmatism to inte llectual assessment. The 
stude nts should occasionally demonstrate not to defy their teachers or play 
second fiddle to any unscrupulous person or party, but to raise their angry 
vo ices against political oppression, economic exp loi tation , and social 
injustice ·-three enemies obstruct ing the pa th of a brave new world . With 
courage, not bravado, regard for re<::son, not fana ticism, vision of future 
not insipid respect for tradit ionalism, they shO'Uld strike at the system 
tha t is on its last leg. 

A warning is, however, necessary. Active pol itics must b e one but 
certainly not the only aspect o f the manifold activities of student-life. 
Those can best be nourished by a true understanding of the significance 
of th e academic life. 

----~----- - --~-----~ 

The views expressed herein are exclu!ively of the writer. 

CH RONICLE AND CO MMENT: 

The life is a chequered history of experiences-good, bad or mixed. 
To be the de jure secreta ry and the defacto editor of the College Magazine 
seems to me to give one a fair notion of this. At first comes elation for 
being associated with the distinguished names of the past. Elation is 
followed by fear-the fear of taking an enormous responsibility. Next 
comes dismay for having realised the inadequacies of our own capa­
bilities. The tasks of a Secretary·cum·Editor are over-whelmingly com­
plex; be must not only choose and edit but also coax and humour, doll 
lot of secretarial work, management, proof-reading and financial regula­
tions . At last comes relief, a sense with wbich this 'Chronicle and Com­

ment' is written. 

* * * * 
This issue of the College M agazin e would show a marked change in 

the temperament of the College students. Their thought is centering more 

·-· - ·- -- --·------~-

.Due to certain un avoidable reasons, the Editorial and the 'Chronicle 

~nd Comment' are writ~en by the Publication Secretary. 
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and more around politics, economics, history and science rather than 
on literature and the arts. Whether it is good or bad, a permanent or an 
ephemeral tendency, let posterity judge. All I have to say th at the change 

in students' interests need not be deplored. 

* * * * 

It is our painful duty to note the untimely death of a student of our 
college-Shri Ashoke Pharikal of the 2nd year Physics class. We know 
not what word of consolation to offer his parents, relatives and friend s. 

During the past year we also mourned the death of some of the 
distinguished ex-students of our College-Principal Apurva Kumar 
Chanda ; Dr. Sushi! Kum ar Dey ; Professor Mohin i Mohan Bhattacharya, 
Professor Priyaranjan Sen ; Professor J. K. Chowdhuri ; Shri Kaliprasad 
Khaitan ; Shri Narendra Sing Singhi ; Shri Ramendranath Sirkar ; 
Shri Narendranath Sarkar. 

The icy hand of death has snatched from us some of our honourable 
professors and members of the staff, past and preser,t,-Professor Katyani 
Das Bhatt acharja of Philosophy Department ; Professor Gurudas 
Bhar of Mathematics Department ; Sri Jatindralal Chowdhuri, the 
cataloguer of the library. We pay our respectful homage to the departed 

souls. 

* * * * * 
Dr. Sanat Kumar Basu, the Principal of tl1e College, has retired 

in this year and has joined the Louisinia University as a Professor 
of Mathematics. We wish him all success in future life. Dr. 
R ajendralal Sengupta, the Principal of Maulana Azad College has 
been appointed our new Principal. We welcome him in our midst. 

Professor Nirupam Chatterjee of the English Department, Professor 
Bholanatb Ghosh and Professo r Arun Kumar Mukherjee of the Bengali 
Department, Professor Naresb Chandra Chakraborty of the Philosophy 
Department, Dr. Arundh ati Ghosh of the Physics Department, Dr. 
S. N. Chakrab orty of the Chemistry Department, Dr. A. K. Dutta of 
the Botany Department, Dr. S. N. Ray Chowdhuri of the Zoology 
Department have been transferred to other Colleges of West Bengal. 
We pay our warm respects and bit farewell to them wi th heavy hearts. 

Shri Kalidas Basu of the English Department, Sbri Saktibrata Ghosh 
and Shri Suhodh Chandra Raychawdhuri of the Bengali Department, 
Dr. Jatil Mukherjee of the Philosophy Department, Prof. Jadav Basu 
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of tlie Political Science Department, Dr. Pratip Chowdhuri of the 
Physics Department, Dr. B. Sen ofthe Chemistry Department, Dr. S. K. 
Bhattacharya of the Botany Department, J?r. A. Banerjee of 
the Zoology Department are the new-comers to our College. We welcome 
them. 

We note with pleasure that Professor Amal Bhattacharya of the 
English Department bas returned from the Cambridge Uni'versity and 
rejoined the College. 

* * * * 

Despite the closure of the College and consequent suspension of the 
classes for a few months, history repeats itself so far as the examination 
record of the College is concerned. Details are given below : 

Pre-University 1st. Division-34 
Percentage 98 '3% 

Pre-University 1967 1st. Division-56 
Percentage-98·6% 

B. A. 196S 1st. Class-12 

Percentage-99 ·1% 
B. A. 1967 1st Class-7 

Percentage-99· 7% 

B. Sc. 1966 1st Class-42 
Percentage-92% 

B. Sc. 1967 1st. Class-39 
Percen tage-96·82% 

M.A. 1966 1st Class-12 

* * * * 
We feel happy to be able to announce that two of our long-standing 

grievances are at long last removed. We have now more hours and more 
days at our disposal for depositing our tution fe~s. And a cheap canteen 
has been started, This would show how students and authorities working 

together can achieve positive results. 
The auditorium is ready. But for whom? Is it likely to be proclai-

med open in the foreseeable future? 
Things in the library testify to the extreme apathy of the authori­

ties to the very purpose for which it exists. Books pile up year after year 
in heaps, no body knows when to be arranged and catalogued for the 
proper use 9f tp~ students. Jndividual help, though offered, seeiJlS 



78 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE 

to be of no avail. Immedi<Jte attention of the authorities is required 

urgently to a void further deterioration. 

* * * * 

My thanks are due to Professor Bbudeb Chaudhuri of the Bengali 
Department for his guidance in every step of my work. I have gratefully 
accepted much valuable advice and many profitable suggestions from Profe 
ssor Nirupam Chatterjee of the English Department. In the selection of 
articles I also owe much to Professor Dilip Kumar Biswas and Professor 
Ajay Banerjee of the History Department, Prof(ssor Mihir Rakshit and 
Professor Amaresh Eagchi of the Economics Department, Profe~sor 

Manatosh Dasgupta of the Chemistry Department, Dr. S. N. Ghoshal of 
the Physics Department and Professor Kajal Sengupta of the English 
Department. I am also indebted to Shri Amitava Chowdhuri, the News 
Editor of the Ananda Bazar Patrika and Shri A shim Dutta, the Principal 
of the Arts College, Jadavpur University for supplying blocks and photos 
of the late Dr. S. K. De. and Principal Apurva Kumar Chanda. I am 
also obliged to Professor Taraknath Sen of the English Department 
and Professor Bhabatosh Dutta of the Bengali Department for the obitu ary 
written respectively on Principal A. K. Chanda and Dr. S. K. Dey. I 
am grateful to my friends and class-mates [ of whom Shri Subid Chatterjee 
of the Third Year History Department deserves special mention] for the 
encouragement they offered me in this strenuous task. 

* * * * * * 
My ta,;k is over. My best wishes to my successors. May the 

future editions of this magazine be improved upon year after year, both 
in quality and quantity. 
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