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We shall be a multitude upon the earth.
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'PRESIDENCY COLLEGE

Nofes and News

A little less than forty years ago, the Presidency College Magazine
used to be a slender, if ambitious, volume, its green cover carrying what
sympathetic eyes readily recognized as a sketch of the main College
building—complete with clock and avenue of trees along the front. Since
then the Magazine has gone through a long and interestering career,
including a period of total breakdown, its silent tribute to the war. 'This
session, for the first time in the post-war, there will be two numbers.
For those who are to sponsor the change, the privilege carries some
nervous strain along with the undoubted pleasure. It would be pointless
to apologize profusely for our all-too obvious shortcomings ; they will not
be overlooked in the kind but critical scrutiny we expect from all our
friends. We would like only to stress the fact that the Magazine, essen-
tially, is what our boys and girls make it. Its quality faithfully reflects
the sharps and flats of their thought—and the degree of their response
to editorial persecution.

For those in their final year, the famous ‘Presidency College tradition’
and way of life is becoming resolved into the hundred little things that
made these years some of their happiest. It is pleasant to greet all the
fresh students ; they bring one to a sense of the change and continuity
that is, essentially, an institution like ours. One does not doubt that the
little details of a daily life shared by so many, the hours of friendship, will
live fresh and green in the memory when bigger events have faded.

% L2 sk *

For years past, ex-students have felt the need of an association to link
them with each other, and the College. The attempts made in the past
all failed. We are glad to note that the Alumni Association founded in
Jatwary 1950 promises to be more stable, because it is better organised ;
and so, passing out of the College, we need not break with' it for good.

*¥ * * *

It is the fashion to mention our outstanding problems (regarding
accommodation, Science classes, short library hours etc.) in every number
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of the Magazine. - If all the editors who have already cried themselves
hoarse over these points could be brought together, the queue would
stretch from here to Harrison Road. We prefer to join the frustrated
company in silence. '

” L * * *

This year the-120th death anniversary of Henry Derozio was com-
memorated by some Calcutta organisations. The country must not forget
this talented poet and educationist, rightly called the first Anglo-Indian
patriot. Born in 1809, and educated only in a private school, Derozio
became Assistant Master in the Hindu College. Here he found congenial
work, discussing with his students beyond class hours and guiding them
towards real independence of thought. At the same time he was the life
and soul of the Academic Association which he founded. His fame as a
poet was already established. Students of the Presidency College will
be specially interested in his ‘Sonnet to the Pupils of Hindu College’,
beginning : :

“Expanding_like the petals of young flowers
I watch the gentle opening of your minds
And the sweet loosening of the chain that binds
Your intellectual energies and powers . . . .”

In the end, his clash with the hidebound College management led to
his resignation. He died of cholera in December 1831 and lies buried
in the North Park Street Cemetery of Calcutta. Few seem to remember
Derozio today, but the future will pay its tribute to this man of versatile
talent who was a teacher in the real sense, whose stirring verse saluted
the dormant might of India and who found ‘‘something dear’’ in Freedom's
very name.

® % % %

The necessity of an overhaul of our University is too well realised by
the public to need further comment. ‘The recent University Act, the first
of its kind in a half-century, takes a step in this direction. The text
of the Act is ;egretta\bly vague, and so far very little seems to be known
about the whole thing. ‘This naturally arouses Strong misgivings, espe-
cially in the light of previous history. Let us hope our fears will be
falsified, for this opportunity of the long overdue reform is too great to
be missed. -

Recently there has been some talk of introducing Post-Graduate
teaching in the Presidency College. This is a cause for which
Principal James fought and undoilbtedly if there is to be any consti-
tuent college, ours should have the privilege. This is specially true
because it is part of the educational policy that ‘Ehe College staff should
be kept at its present high level both numerically and qualitatively, $0
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that some of the Presidency College professors may- act as honorary part-
time lecturers in the University. Thus, automatically, our College has
its share in turning out the post-graduates. What We miss and demand
are M.A, classes—Science classes are already held here. It is no more
than in the fitness of things that the institution which stands first in the
province as regards Homnours teaching should take up the work of pre-
paring our students for the highest and most impotrtant degree examina-
tion. Would this change mean giving up Intermediate classes in our
College? Although they are relatively less important, and our speciality
lies really in our Honours teaching and results, it would be unfortunate if
the Intermediate classes were to be excluded altogether from the Presidency
College. FEven as we express these hopes and doubts, however, we are
overtaken by a sense of the extreme lack of clarity and enthusiasm in
the circles concerned,—which makes one wonder if the whole scheme will
ever descend to earth from the airy nothing where it is being hatched.

The new Secondary Education scheme aims at a planned education
witert hased an the grauping of students inta different. hatches at the
upper or middle school stage. After their school finals, one of these
groups will take up college studies, another vocatiopal training and so on.
The school finals curriculum includes compulsory subjects a knowledge
of which is, on the whole, necessary—English, the Vernacular, Sanskrit,
Mathematics, Science, History and Geography. ‘The point however is
that a school-boy’s future is decided, by drafting him into one of these
groups, when he is too young to decide his vocation in life for himself.
The automatic decision may ensure an orderly system of education but
seems rather hard on the poor individuals who do not have the option
to alter their settled future. If some provision for this could be intro-
duced, the system is likely to prove a success. It could be argued of
course that many people would thus be deprived of the general liberal
education we all acquire at present, but it would also mean a higher
degree of technical and other training for those who have the aptitude—
if only the scheme would base itself on individual aptitude and desire
rather than arbitrary decision from above.

L] » & #

As we get ready for the press, the country is preparing for the polls.
It is a momentous thing, this first General Election of our Republic,
scheduled to lead us out of the heaven knows how many ‘long winters
of our discontent’. The basic problems of constructing a free and happy
life out of what has been for so long such a classic instance of a colonial
society, will be difficult to solve within the limjted framework of a
Parliamentary democracy which is, moreover, not 21 organic gr.owth m
our country, but a mere graft. FElections, however, are good things ; at
the very least they dispel many doubts and illusions and sharpen the
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ed‘ée of the major issues. ‘T‘he situation does not call for platitudes; let
us wait and watch.
® # # %

‘One of the most disquieting things about the Indian situation is the
mounting Indo-Pakistan tension. For two states which are linked by
such strong material and sentimental ties, and which must live as neigh-
bours, it would be criminal folly to indulge in mutual suspicion and
hostility. Friendly talks at Governmental level and cordial relations
between the two peoples are imperative today as never before. As for
Kashmir, the bone of contention, the obvious solution is to let the Kashmiris
decide their own fate without any external interference. Neither over
Kashmir nor anything else can our two States afford to brandish swords
at each other. ’ ‘

*® O * #*

- Kipling, when he wrote about the dawn coming up like thunder out
of China, little anticipated the greatest sensation of our mid-century
politics. ‘The Chinese Peoples’ Political Consultative Conference, which
met in September 1949 and created the Peoples’ Republic of China, did
not merely disentangle at one blow the thirty-year old Chinese Puzzle of
military and political manoeuvring. It introduced a major shift in the
existing balance of world forces. Whether the dawn contains more light
than thunderclaps is still a matter for controversy in some quarters. What
nobody doubts is the significance of the Common Programme of the PPCC,
and its implementation. ‘The immediate tasks are described to be the
‘abolition of feudalism’ and the ‘liquidation of the counter-revolution’.
Land reform has been completed in the North and North-East and is to
be extended o the rest of the country on the basis of the confiscation of
feudal and public estates, not touching at the moment the smaller land-
lords and the rich peasantry. This has converted China’s notorious seats
of famine into surplus areas, incidentally benefiting India to the amount
of 200,000 tons of rice. Great stress is laid on fast and efficient indus-
trialisation, with the working class organizing itself into giant ‘patriotic
emulation drives’. The Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and
Mutual Assistance (February 1950), acclaimed on its anniversary by the
press in both countries, would seem to dispel all hopes or anxieties, as
the case may be, of Titoism in the East. The Sino-Tibetan Agreement
of May 1951 receives Tibet back into the ‘‘big family of the Motherland”,
and is drawn up on the lines of regional autonomy and common defence.
Most significant—because actions speak louder than words—is the Chinese
volunteer brigades’ unflinching watch on the Valu, with the slogan of
‘Koreans to decide their own future’. Undoubtedly, the ‘open doot’ is
closed for good, and China’s defection from the imperialist camp is
world-shaking in all senses.
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Does the flaming parallel blue-print a third world war? ‘The course
of the Korean war itself is encouraging in the sense that it indicates a
reluctance on both sides to take any decisive step that might cause a
general conflagration. Thus MacArthur is recalled, and negotiations
opened at Kaesong. And if Ridgway goes out, and the talks break down,
and PTI-Reuter reports Air Force HQ in Washington as despatching an
‘clectronic computer’ to guide bombers to their target—even so, it is
still a ding-dong struggle, and strictly localized. However, the basic
hostilities that have shaped the situation are forcing up the war of nerves.
The crisis has brought forth its own would-be destroyer—peace-minded-
ness. ‘The North Atlantic group is busy with a project which, as it
might claim, is to be Pacific in both senses, ‘‘strengthening the fabric of
peace in the whole Pacific Ocean area” (President Truman on April 18).
Besides the triple agreement between the U.S.A., Australia and New
Zealand, there is the Japanese draft treaty. ‘This excludes China despite
Art. 18 by which states at war with or in a state of belligerency to Japan
are to become signatories. Also, the Potsdam Declaration of 1943 is
violated here in the sense that the demilitarisation of Japan is nowhere
specifically mentioned and ‘‘the inherent right of individual or collective
self-defence” is unduly stressed. If the Nippon Keizai, organ of Japan’s
businessmen, is correct in reporting the Dulles-Yoshida talks as having
reached the principle that following the peace treaty, ‘‘Japafi’s economy
would be turned into an anti-Communist arsenal in Asia’”, it is an evil
portent for the possibility of the peaceful coexistence of the two orders.
Meanwhile, it is hardly a contribution to world peace to encourage
revanchism in Bonn by sanctioning a programme for remilitarising Western
Germany.,

The Eastern bloc chooses to emphasise the possibility of peaceful
coexistence, taking its own peculiar approach to the preblem—that of
mass rallies, national and international, campaigns for a Pact of Peace
(Berlin Resolution of the World Peace Council), legislation banning war
propaganda in all the East-European countries, Peace prizes, flags and
Festivals (strictly disapproved by the police in Belgium and France!)

Thus today, if Picasso’s dove has one end of the olive branch firmly
in its beak, the American eagle clings equally grimly to the other, so
that the initiative does not lie wholly with one party. Whether the
result is to be co-ordination, or a tug-of-war that will snap the branch
in two, depends largely on the peoples of the world.



While Memory Serves

Asox Mirra—Ex-Student.

HILE memory serves, long after other things are forgotten,
surprises, excitements and wonders, the beauty of the land, the
miracle of flowers, alpine meadows and the yawning chasms in the
glacier seracs, I shall cherish, so I thought and still do as the thrill
comes back again and again, the Sundays spent in Nishtatbag and
Shalimar. A very discerning emperor had built these marvellous formal
gardens for his pleasure, who hated the sun, the dust and parching of
Delhi, to whom, as to his great-grand-father who had come from afar
north and founded an empire, the monsoon . was the only welcome
- season. Laid out in terraces, with banks of the most exquisite flowers,
in the murmur of icecold water in the fountains and in the coolth of
noble patrician chinars he had made them for himself where even the
grand noble was shut out. But now in spite of three centuries on their
back, the gardens, ageless in splendour, miraculously well preserved by
a people who breathe and live in beauty give themselves up every Sunday,
while the water is turned on in a cool warble and fountains play, not to a
lone listless monarch but to a thousand suitors all at once, men, women
and children, babes in arms, the humblest of the humble, artisans,
peasants, tradesmen and soldiers turnmed out in their best to spend a
weekly holiday. ’
We had arrived the day before,—the day having proved cloudless
the plane had not turned back from Banihal, a pass which is but a saddle
nine thousand feet high between two humps, fourteen thousand high and
eight miles apart—our nerves aching with joy at our first experience of
a valley clear and emerald green under thin sheets of water, crisscrossed
with straight roads lined with chinar and willow, rice fields mottled with
poppy and cornflower.  Friends suggested a visit to the gardens and off
we started in Shikaras at ten in the morning, the good boatmen having
. care to load the boat with hampers of food. Crossing Nagin, through
the arch of the stone bridge, into the vast expanse of the Dal, there all
around us, was laid out an armada of all shapes and sizes, the water thick
with boats, sounds of music, pianola, bargain in counters of boat shops,
gurgle of pipes, laughter of children.

Boats draped in carpets, Shikaras with American names, kitchen
!mlks, punters, cockleshells, canoes, full, chockful with men and women,
in robes and rags, brocade and finery, pheron and sackcloth, and the
dimpled children, applecheeked babes at their mothers’ breasts, the



WHILE MEMORY SERVES 7

fathers, lazy and remote, puffing away at pipes, reclining on bolsters.
School parties in ungainly boats, in charge of schoolmasters poorer than
our own, looking both kindly, knowledgeable and poisonous, beat the
air with howls and broke the stillness of the lake and the mountains in
a thousand fragments. And rowing faster and faster as the gardens
approached, suavely, dipping flags as it were in courtliness to give way
at Nishat because the steps here are wide and the landing place enormous ;
doggedly, meanly, nudging, hitting each other up the mile-long drain that
leads to Shalimar, trying to reach out as near the gardens as possible
because the way back can be darned exhausting if on foot and the sun
shines hot, the boats unloaded and the gardens were filled up with
picnickers, men in pherons, women in burkhas which were nowhere on
their person -but hung by a string, children with pattering feet, mindful
of the grass which they kept off, wading through water which stung
with its chill yet caressed slim ankles, instinctively appreciative of
flowers and gratefu] for the shade which the mighty chinars yielded.
Then were laid on the grass worn-out gubbas and precious ones, bodies
in expensive clothes as well as those whose stench and filthiness are
relieved by ventilating tears that poverty bestows, sumptuous meals and
modest snacks. And all around were chased and bidri-work silver-and-zinc
teapots—kettles, properly, because under the lid is always a pot of redhot
charcoal that keeps the’ tea on the boil, makes it dark and thick as resin-
like metal crocuses on the green grass. ‘There was no milk or sugar of
course with the tea, because sugar is too much of a luxury, salt serving
just as well or better perhaps what with the exhaustion of the rowing,
and the food was pepper-and-ginger bun, usually two for a portion.

This finished, the chief idea of fun was snoozling in the sun, while
children’s feet, pretty, restless, made circles on the grass and in the
cherry trees. A day well Spexft topped off at five with another round
of tea, bun and biscuit, and way home at a leisurely pace at seven with
an hour of light in hand before turning in.

To one arriving from Calcutta—to one from Delhi, Amritsar or
Lahore this will not strike as forcefully, so I am told—why, this was a
proper Mid-summer Night’s Dream.

‘Khuda Kasm Saab, my land is stolen, it’s gone, it was right here
under your window last night if you will remember, Khuda Kasm’.

Drat the man, you don’t like being rudely shaken up from sweet
dreams by the slobberings of a forty-year old with a patriarchal beard
on a face like a big ham. And what can the matter be? Surely he is
crazy to wail after stolen land, and how can land be stolen? You shudder
at the thought that Kashmiris think that Bengalis with their long and
sharp tongues are quite effective with the Kashmir State police, are
almost afraid of being pressed into service in quest of stolen land, and
beer cautiously out. Ves, the land, firm and safe as houses the night

7
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before if you please, is gone, leaving a sheet of serene and crystal clear
water in its place. True enough. ‘

From the first peep of dawn to well beyond darkfall one can see on
the canals, the baghs and the Dal, even in the middle of the mighty
Wular, which is fourteen miles across, long rude, wide, flatbottomed
boats, each operating as it were in an understood, undemarcated King-
dom, with two persons on board, one a child at the helm with his pet
shaggy mongrel, the other, huge, hirsute, with green seaweed clinging
to his person, like one of Neptune’s slaves, prodding, a long puntpole into
the water and churning the bed in slow wheeling circles. The water, a
crystal pool, in which weeds grow and stand still, flower like anemones,
in which you can see a book go down with its Teaves fluttering in a flash
of white light, turning into slate, and then deeper down into greem, then
bluish-grey, and finally settled in bottlegreen-black, is churned with a
long pole and the bed yields streaks of water weed, creeper, leaf and mud
slowly emerging round the lengthening pole, a mass of green, yellowish,
mossy vegetation with many binding branches. Layer upon layer of
the stuff is deposited on the punt, which smells of sea-weed, iodine and
dung and is so loaded that it nearly sinks and this goes on throughout
the day.

This salvage is next laid out on a strong bed of interwined branches
of willow, tall wicker, grass and birch plastered up with mud and turf.
It makes a patch of floating land and soon the rotting water-weed,
having rotted, with the water undermeath, yields excellent humus and
small mounds of watermelons, each plant proudly setiled on its raised
mud fort, peer out, sprawl quickly along and conguer the plot. ‘T'enacious
roots of surviving water plants dart downwards again, strike the earth
and firmly engage floating land. Currents wash in refuse little by little,
should floating land be quite close to solid earth and fill in the water
spaces, and in the course of time, look, you are richer, you have so much
more land out of water ; you have extended your domain.

And if the other guy is cute enough he can, before the land sets,
walk stealthily in the night and cut the earth from under your feet when
you are resting them on a bed as you always seem to do in Kashmir—
for to a man from Calcutta, you with your nimble and deft wizard’s
fingers and the Lord’s eye for creating colour and harmony, you are:
almost a lazybones—and then in the morning air, wafting in the smell of
snow, mountain and Primula, you find it mighty fun to wake me up
with Khuda Kasm.

Lazybones, indeed, your foot, sir, never was callumny so wholly
undeserved so wrongly fastened on people who toil thirty hours in
twentyfour and are yet the world’s master craftsmen.

They get up before it is dusk in the artisan quarters, in the Third
and the Fourth Bridge, at Rajori Kadal where houses stand four storeys
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high, windowless, cheek by jowl with hives of work groups humming all
day, long and deep into the night. The womenfolk who weave the most
charming silk, and lace, embroidered skirt and scarf that adorn the most
expensive women and homes throughout the world, wear one long loose
gown reaching down to their ankles and pyjamas. The most opulent
wear a pashmina wrapper. For protection against the cold and winter
they have the fire basket, like a swaying censer with a handle, an
earthenware pot reinforced and laced in- woven wicker, in which redhot
charcoal glows. This tucked inside the ¢avernous gown or pheron,
placed in the pit of the stomach, leaves a burnt black patch in the chests
of men and women owing to continued contact. Before it gets light, the
women take cover of the darkness, shed their clothes and bathe in the
river, to get back into selfsame clothes, and the nymphs—opeerless
beauties in the world—are back to their kitchen, brewing early morning
tea for their men, long long before the indefatigable American with his
extremely powerful camera catches the minimum of light in its lenses to
get at them, a daily early morning disappointment among those burly
tourists whose wails you can hear on the lawn at tea at Nedoy's.

And thus the day begins, long before it is day, and craftsmen feel
the grain of the wood they carve with their fingers before taking up the
soft chisel. Breakfast in these homes is over by 5-30 and the men afe
at work, the women, having tended or mnearly finished tending their
innumerable young, are either at the spinning wheel, spinning out silk
or gossamer wool or at the frame tracing out embroidery.

They toil far into the night, the men earrﬁng about eight annas a
day and the women five annas for. all the marvellous work they produce
for the wonder of man. ‘

This is how it works- out.

Kasem who keeps a marvellous papier mache shop over ‘the sluice
at the Dal Gate sold me a biscuit box, a cylindrical thing, nine inches
high and six across, lined inside with brass and made airtight. On the
surface glowed magnificent chinars and oaks in gold and green, and
bulbuls, parrots, kingfishers, woodpeckers, macaws hopped among
glowing branches pecking at red ripe berries of paradise. It looked like
most precious enamel work, satisfaction guaranteed, your money back,
if it tarnished or lost its brightness so long as you lived. The price, I
was aghast, was twelve rupees.

So I bought another, a smaller and much cheaper one—but its
equivalent satisfaction guaranteed, money back this side of the grave and
so on,—and took it home with the zeal of the Bengali when he wishes to
prove that the other man is a fraud and set to work with knife, blade
and awl. The awl wouldn’t pierce the papier mache except when driven
in with a hammer, the blade refused to scrape and bits of yellow foil
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which the knife separated would not tarnish in lame water or diluted
acid. It was gold. I felt cheated by a man whom I had tried to prove
a cheat.

So I went back the next day much, much crestfallen, and begged of
Kasim to tell me how he could manage such a good thing with material
that couldn’t have cost much, that couldn't obviously take more than
a day’s wage and labour to sell so cheap.

I nearly jumped out of my skin when Kasim turned round on me
and with the pity that suffers ignorance said that my biscuit box had
taken a fortnight to make, been through a dozen or more hands of
skill, cost a good nine rupees in labour and material. Obviously, money
was scarce.

And with the kindliness and pride that a man takes in showing one
round his work-benches Kasim asked us to his house on a Wednesday
when he would have all his craftsmen foregathered. For it is the rule
of work in Kashmir that a thing is done’ in bits, stage by stage and is
transported at each stage from one home to another to be finally deposited -
in the windows of the man who clips the profits.

On Wednesday, then, we went along, Amdoo the Shikara rower
punting ‘on at a very fast pace shouting .in a singsong, very gentle voice
a string of ejaculations he had picked up from revelling Americans
“Whisky ! Limbupani! Nei mangta! Cigarettes! Matches! Mangta!
Bara baksheesh ! Mangta! Chhotabaksheesh ! Nei mangta! General Ko!
Colonel Ko! Major Ko! Captain Ko! Hurra! Sabash !”’

Arrived at Kasim’s house, the field in front strewn with graves—
there aren’t three acres of city or village in this land without one acre
being turned over to a cemetery—, past a few noble chinars, we spied a
big American furiously clicking his cameras, a reflex, a miniature, a
movie, all at once at every earthly object round him. He was afraid, so
he said, to let anything slip past him, and trusted the safekeeping of
experience more to his camera than to his eye. The mind he had no
use for : Hearst and McCormick were looking after it all right.

In the big hall were ranged about thirty artisans. Kasim explained
as we moved from one to the other. Rags and cloth of a certain texture
and coarseness are bought, boiled and washed clean. They are put in a
giant mortar and pounded for days till they turn into even pulp with
all lTumps pestled out. ’The pulp is boiled in water again, made into a
thick glue. It is ready to be cast. ‘The mould is then taken and very
evenly wrapped round with small strips of gummed paper and the
pulp spread evenly over to the thickness of three-fourths of an inch. Deft
fingers tap away, the middle finger mounted on and tapping on the ring
fﬁnger which taps on the pulp. When the surface is even it is put out
in the sun to dry for two days, while boys with little matters tap away
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at the pulp contintally so that the thickness of three-fourths of an inch
is compressed into an eighth. It is brought to the cutter who cuts the
cast in two even halves and as he cuts, with weird and sure skill, he cuts
the underside a little more deep, so that as the two halves fall apart, an
inside rim is left in one to take on the lid of the other. ’The inside is
scraped with shaving blade ; the outer surface is first rubbed with emery
paper, then scraped with blade as carefully as one would shave an infant’s
head. Thin small strips of tissue paper are then gummed on the surface
and scraped off again to remove all unevenness. Thin small strips of
cloth are glued which is then treated with lime and glue that give it a
white smooth surface. Then the outside receives a coat of a special kind
of glue ; it smells badly and attracts flies but now is ready for the finer
work. :

The base colour is laid on and the piece goes to the master artist
who on each article traces an original design in full detail which wells
up from the caverns of his mind.

Mir Aziz Sahib, the master craftsman, is very fair, tall and portly
with a chiselled Aryan facé. He wears a big white, turban and white
robes, his arms and hands are long and move very widely and freely. His
fingers, gnarled with grief and fortyeight years, are long and soft and
the tips are soft as butter. Married at twentysix, he was blessed with a
son at twentyseven. ‘The son died at the age of eighteen, and Mir Sahib
retired into mourning for two days and nights. He came back to work
on the third day but his head swings sideways like a pendulum on his
shoulders ever since. He seldom talks, and when he does he speaks
under his breath. He is remote, drawn, into himself, but not scornful.
He started work on the white surface.

In a few minutes’ time the little box was full of the most delicate
tracery, golden boughs, gnarled boles of chinar, leaves, a ‘hundred birds
happily pecking away at fruit, their warble almost audible. Then he
put on the gold leaf. .

Half an ounce of gold is beaten into sixtyfour or sixtyeight leaves
and preserved in books of tissue paper. With his ring finger Mir Sahib
picks up a gold leaf and tap, tap, taps away middle finger on ring finger,
ting finger on papier mache and fixes the gold leaf on the outlines,
drawing off the surplus. It takes him quite an hour to do the small box
and at the end he approves and turns it over silently to the next man
who hungrily sets to work with small pots of paint and a saucer. The
paints are all made at home and reminds one of Jamini Roy’s pots. He
paints for full two hours with brushes of the hair of cat’s tail and finally
puts the box out to dry. '

When it is thoroughly dried a thin transparent varnish of spirit and
the merest resin is put on in three coats and, when dry, polished off with
chamois leather.
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Ves, indeed, Kasim was perfectly truthful about time, material and
labour, but having gone thus far he was at a loss to figure out how
he could sell his box at'six rupées and yet pay his workers from two to
six rupees a day. '

He didn’t. He paid a maximum of eight annas fo men and five
annas to women, while the master craftsman he kept neatly tied up in
blandishments, tobacco and a tidy packet of debts and advances which
he, ‘the master, didn't know how to reckon and get out of.

This applies to people who make shawls. Wool is. imported from
Iadakh, from Kashgar, from Chinese Turkestan, Yarkand. Laden on
mules, the uncarded, unwashed, unbleached wool travells hundreds of
miles of difficult, precipitous, perilous track escorted by people tough as
Tibetan mulatteers whom you can see in Kalimpong and arrives at a
settlement beyond which these ‘dangerous roughs’ are not allowed into
Kashmir. With them come portly merchants in heavy rustling silk robes
and embroidered skull caps with the rosary of Allah or the Prayer Wheel
of Buddha. ‘They bargain hard but since it is ruinous to turn back, and
there is little trade in forwards, the Kashmiri has the upper hand, for
the man from the north and east must sell, and the Kashmiri is not
so sure that he ought to oblige him by buying. Heaps of finished goods
in warehouses, the market dull, another turmoil in sight. Some more
of this twaddle and a general panic descends. Merchants sell in a hurry
and merchants buy in leisure. All must live, seeing that a shawl which
takes two years to make sells for only fifteen hundred rupees.

The wool brought home is carefully washed and carded. Washing
and carding take many days. It is then made into small, wads and given
over to women who card it on combs of various grades of teeth from
the very wide and coarse to a fraction of a millimeter. The staples of
wool are then dyed and graded and put away, each for a particular use.
Then comes the spinning wheel.

Wads of a particular staple are given to one woman who rocks her
spinning wheel and produces thread of a uniform denier. The thread is
turned over to the weaver who weaves it on a handloom. The work, from
the buying of the wool to the weaving of the shawl, takes about six
months, the coarser varieties taking less:

The master of the house examines each piece of woven material and
_ he and the master craftsman decide upon the design and colour scheme
of embroidery.

Embroiderers are set to work: Voung children or adolescents
make the -best embroiderers ; they are comparatively cheap, they have
nimble, swift, skilful fingers, they have 'young, keen eyes and omce the
restlessness of their spirit is broken in, they continue happily for fifteen
years. Then they are at liberty to go blind, bent double through sitting
on their legs and haunches for fourteen hours in the day. They can be
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iiscarded as broken fragments of human bodies to drag out their existence
as beggars, loafers and cheats. Life and Aft chew them up very small
and finally spew them.

And so with the embroiderers on cloth, the delicate craftsmen who
borrow from and then defy Paris and Mulhouse, with woodcarvers who
hold their own against anybody in the world, the silversmiths with their
famous filligree and chased silver work, the workers on precious stones,
the carpet-makers. All, all of a piece, people who start work from well
before sunrise and finish late into the night, who go blind before they
are forty, bent double with sitting -on their shins and haunches, bowed
down with tuberculosis and syphilis,—a scourge left behind by rapacious
foreigners who lust and hunt for beauty in darkness—undernourishment
and lack of medical care, who earn_eight annas a day while the going
is good, but whose lust for life and beauty drive them to the Mughal
gardens every Sunday to spend their week’s savings on an afternoon’s
rest and boating.

The emblems of the land are touchingly simple ; the shikara which
is the main transport, the heartshaped oar which {s the propelling force,
the tope or cap which six annas will buy, the pheron which is a foga of
simple stitches, the kangri or fire basket which b}lrns as it preserves,



Can Inte”igent Students Today
Afford to be Good Students 7

—Three QOpinions

[The above was the topic of a debate held some time ago. The
opinions given below tell us what present students think about the

matter.—Ed. ]

I

Hducation, in the very general sense, means only certain instructions
directed mainly to the training of men and women for certain professions.
But education is also the disinterested pursuit of learning, education of
the soul. Students who may be termed bookworms are concerned only
with books. But though we may spend our young days filling notebooks
with definitions of Religion, Politics, Art, etc., yet, in the end, as Emerson
points out, our tables are incomplete and our curve a parabola whose arcs
will never meet. ‘

The intelligent students take the second view of education : experience
gained from contact with the world, its men and sights, is itself a great
book. ‘The intelligent student acquires his knowledge spontaneously and
can grasp the totality instead of only a single aspect of the truth.

In this mechanical world we attach more importance to the ‘minor
than the major values of life, Our principle should be to adjust minor
values, keeping the major values fixed. If books are read not from the
utilitarian standpoint but for acquiring knowledge of the world, they
will take us to ‘“‘unaccountable and unforgettable moments which raise .
the soul of enjoyment to strangely higher powers of itself ; moments
when the intervening darkness thins and we can see into the heart of
life.” Our so-called ‘good’ students, to be happy, must be intelligent
too. )

Asoky Ray

Sixth Year Arts.

II

An intelligent definition of ‘intelligence’ is hard to get at. Everybody
knows that he is nobody’s fool. On the other hand most of us love to
imagine ourselves as intellectuals. But intelligence is no mere absence
of foolishness. And as to intellectuals, whenever the occasion permits,
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we airily dismiss the recoghised ones as mere fools. It happens. It is
the reality. Imtelligence, it seéms, is an understanding of this reality, a
quick power to grasp its causal connection. Nobody would admit that
he is not intelligent. Few would care now-a-days to be called an idealist.

So we, intelligent people, all deal with reality. And what, now-a-days,
is the reality as regards our system of education? VYou cram successfully
and you are a professor or an administrator. You cram with less success
and you are a mere clerk. A good student, that is, one who takes an
interest in his studies, cannot escabe either of these two. ®But being a
good student, he spends his student life absorbed in his studies. So he
gets no chance of getting at the realities of things. He grows up, may be
an intellectual, may be a book worm. But never an intelligent man.

So we, of the intelligentsia, -are never good students. Times are
difficult. Try to keep in touch with things and you are out of touch
with your -studies. So that is the trouble with us, intelligent people ;
we are so busy being intelligent that we have not the time to be good
students. For how, we may well ask, can ome be both intelligent and
a good student at the same time? Where is the time?

Astan Das Gupra
Fourth Year Arts.

IIx

We are living in the middle of the twgntieth century at a time when
the wotld is passing through a erisis. ‘T'his crisis manifests itself in the
form of World Wars, economic chaos, and vatious restrictions on the life
5 the individual-—restrictions which were unthinkable even in the recent
past. Before our own eyes we have seen the devastating effects of modern
warfare, the monstrous exploitation of people, by alien rulers, the
evil results of racial discrimination, and last, but not least, the abysmal gap
between rich and poor.

In such a situation the intelligent and imaginative young man cannot
but ask himself the question why this is so, and in raising these problems
and trying to find out the answers to them he cannot help being deflected
from the secluded life of a disinterested scholar—aloof and remote from
all directions. But the conventional idea of a good student is that he
should not concern himself with problems that are outside the syllabus
prescribed by his tutors (a syllabus that is often antiquated and sometimes
reactionary) and never ask embarrassing, impertinent questions that may
threaten the basis of the status-quo. Politics, above everything, is marked
taboo.

8
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For the intelligent youth of today, therefore, this ideal of being a good
student is not attractive. His life is intimately bound up with the chang.
ing world around him and neutrality in the face of the great ideological
clashes of today cannot be imagined. He knows that

“ only ghosts can live

.....

Between two fires.”’*

PARTHASARATHI GUPTA
Third Year Aris.

The Future of Poetry

SANATKUMAR BHATTACHARVA—Sixth Year English

E live in an age of transition. ‘The civilisation of the last four
centuries was the product of European Renaissance. The two world
wars brought a tragic end to that renmaissance civilisation. The age of
renaissance is dead, we cannot return to it. Is this the beginniﬁg of
another dark age or a greater renaissance? We don’t know, we ate
standing, in Arnold’s words, “‘between two worlds : one dead, the other
powerless to be born.’’ N
At this time of juncture the future of poetry has become a grave
concern to all poets and poetry-lovers. Poetry today is little read and
less appreciated. The future is difficult to predict, it lies in the lap of
the whimsical fates. We cannot however evade the issue by answering:
““after me the deluge’’, nor can we assure ourselves by saying of poetry,
what Croce said of liberty, that it is eternal. There must be some definite
reasons why we believe that poetry forms a necessary part of human
life ; and yet in the present times life seems to be barren of all poetry.
The situation of the poet has never been so paradoxical. On the credit
side, vast possibilities. On the debit side, only this: poetry is dying.
Let us take stock of the situation in this year of grace 1951. Poetry
today is characterised by its poverty. Since the Second World War
there has been very-little development in English poetry. Poets who
seemed full of possibilities some ten or fifteen years ago have failed us:
Auden, Spender. In Bengal some poets actually stopped writing poetry:
Sudhindranath, Subhas. Why is this so? What has brought about this

*C, Day Lewis,
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state of affairs? We have the right to ask such questions, and to answer
them we will have to consider the environment in which the contemporary
poet works. A young man who writes tolerably good poetry has to face
generally two classes of people: the one, his admirers, who believe that
_the composition of poetry is a superhuman task ; the other, who view
the poet with contempt, consider poetry at best to be a supreme luxury.
Both these classes do not realise the social wvalue of the poet. The poet
soon feels that nobody wants him, and this brings about the untimely end
of his career at thirty-five, while at twenty-five he was considered a
Nothing could be more tragic than this conflict between the poet
and his readers. Saint-Exupéry once remarked in the course of a
dangerous mission : ‘‘I am my own witness.”” The same for all poets ;
anguish and forlornness and the sweating of blood begin for a man when
he can no longer have any other witness than himself. Sartre in What is
Literature? goes so far as to suggest the use of ‘mass media’ like the
newspaper, the radio and the cinema to incorporate some potential readers
of literature into actual public. The poet of the preseht’ age has two
alternative. courses of action : he can write cheap exciting poetry to work
upon the nerves in a similar manner as the radio or the cinema, or he
may withdraw into a world of his own where the voices of the mechanical
tempters cannot be heard. ’

The hope of fame in the future seldom appeals to a poet. The
attitude is: ““How do we know what posterity will be like? 'They may
be awful people.” There is no certainty that what is ignored in the
present age will be appreciated in the distant future. All great writers
" including Shakespeare were to some extent ‘topical’. Moreover, there is
a tyranny of fashion in the realm of literature. The share market fluctuates
every twenty years or so. ‘Today Byron is the rage, twenty years later
it may be Shelley. The poet cannot depend on the future.

The poet’s conflict with the world has a reaction in his poetry ; and
reaction in itself is negative. ‘It can only breed escapism, indignation,
and despair, Eliot’s wasteland and hollowmen . Technically this type
of poetry reaches unprecedented competence ; but it draws apart from the
world of reality. It is a tendency to comcentrate on the little at the
expense of the great. Poetry moves away from concrete living by the
development of its technique. It is as if poetry has been labelled “only
for the experts”. Such a tendemcy is to be regretted, because the world
of poetry has in no sense any different reality from the rest of the world.
The poet, besides being a poet, is also a man, fed with the same food,
hurt with the same weapons as other men. Where there is hope in the
air he will hear it ; where there is agony about he will feel it.

The alternative path open to the contemporary poet is to become a
Propagandist. Regarding this, all one can say is that propaganda verse
is to be condemned when the didactic is sought at the expense of the
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poetic : poetry, whatever else it may or may not be, must be poetry—
a sound, if not obvious, conclusion. 'The poet today is therefore standing
between two fires.

T'his is the present condition. What would the future be like? The
future is doomed unless there are certain revolutionary changes in the
relation between the poet and the society of which he forms a part.
Poetry must spring from the very foundations of life. In ages gome by
poetry played quite an important réle in society. Primitive man gave
expression to all his deepest emotions in song, dance, and poetry. Their
worship and their war gave birth to poetry. Bards roamed from place
to place. Improvisation was as mnatural as talking—they lisped.in
numbers. ‘This way of life is not desirable, but the poetry of tomorrow
should be linked with life in the manner it was in primitive society.

‘For the poet a favourable social atmosphere is a necessity. Somerset
Maugham has suggested somewhere that writing should be a whole-time
job. 'This indicates the seriousness of a poet’s task. Writing poetry
is to be an occupation, not a hobby, for it is as difficult a work as running
a government or expanding business. But at present no government in
the world thinks of spending a.fraction of its revenue to encourage arts
including poetry. True, Great Britain has organised the British Council,
but the exception proves the rule. The value of poetry will be realised
in only a new and a completely different social order. In that social
structure, writing poetry will be considered cent-per-cent productive. The
poet will have the right to live decently because he writes poetry. The
reader will consider poetry to be a necessity, he will demand good poetry.

It was never so necessary as now that we should know the proper
value of arts including poetry and avoid inadequate answers. It will
probably become increasingly more important in the future. T'o Professor
Richards, ‘‘the arts are a storehouse of recorded values. They spring from
and perpetuate hours in the lives of exceptional people when their
control and command of experience is at its highest’’ (Principles of
Literary Criticism). ‘The arts record the most important judgments we
possess as to the value of experience, and they supply the best data avail-
able for deciding what experiences are more valuable than others. Without
‘the assistance of arts we could compare very few of our experiences
and without such comparison we would not be able to agree as to which
are to be preferred. Subtle and recondite experiences are for most men
indescribable. The arts are the only form in which these experiences
can be recorded. .

There is however no guarantee that poetry is immortal. After all,
poetry is not protected by immutable decrees of Providence ; it is what
men make it ; they choose it in choosing themselves. If the world decides
to do without poetry, too bad for poets. But it will also be too bad
for society.




Maritime Activities in Ancient Bengal
KAMALESWAR BHATTACHARYA—Sixth Year Arts

HE facts relating to the maritime and colonial activities of the ancient

Indians are too well-known today to require any introduction. As
early as 1912 Dr. B. N. Seal wrote in his Foreword to ‘““Indian Shipping”’
by Radha Kumud Mookerji: ‘‘One broad historical generalization stands
out clearly and convincingly, of which all histories of world culture will
do well to take note, namely the central position of India in the Orient
World, for well-nigh two thousand years, not merely in a social, a moral,
a spiritual, or an artistic reference, but also and equally in respect of
colonizing and maritime activity, and of commercial and manufacturing
interests.”” Bengal, with her close proximity to the sea and her
extensive coast-line on the southern border - studded with thriving
ports and harbours, ever occupied in these respects a uique position in
the sub-continent of India,—a fact which is prominently noticed in
indigenous literature and inscriptions as well as in foreign records. Thus,
in the Mahabharata (Sabha Parva), the people of Subma (i.e. W. Bengal)
find reference, in connexion with the exploits of Bhima, as sagara-vasinah,
“dwellers on the sea-coast’’. Xalidasa, in his Raghuvamsa (Canto IV),
tells us how the people of Vanga, situated ‘‘amidst the streams of the
Ganges” (Gangasaroto’ntaresu), i.e. ‘‘the yet undeveloped territory on
the sourthern coast of Bengal, corresponding to a considerable part of
the extensive area now known as the Sundarbans’’, resisted, though
unsuccessfully the forces of the digvijayi hero with their naval power
(nausadhanodyatan). In a mid-sixth century inscription, discovered at
a U. P. village called Haraha, the Maukhari King Isanavarman is said
to have triumphed over the Gaudas, i.e. the inhabitants of the Gauda
kingdom of Bengal which had risen on the ruins of the Gupta Empire,
and they are represented here as samudrasrayan, ‘‘living on the sea-shore”’,
or be it suggested, on maritime pursuits. Curious to mention, in a late-
eighth century Javanese epigraphic record, viz. the Kelurak Inscription
of 782 A.D., issued by a king of the Sailendra dynasty, Bengal is desig-
nated as an island, ‘‘the island of Gaudi” (Gaudi-dvipa), as if to illustrate
how the marjtime fame of the country had reached even that distant
rinsular colony of the ancien Indians, undoubtedly in the wake of the
colonial enterprises emanating from here.

The history of ancient Bengal’s maritime activities was inseparably
bound up with some trade-ports, the most celebrated of which was, of
course, Tamralipti, modern Tamluk, then “‘a citv closestes#hfrFastern
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sea” (purvambudher adurastham nagarim), as the Kathasaritsagara
describes it, or ‘“‘near an inlet of the sea’’, as the 7th-century Chinese
pilgrim, Hiuen T'sang noted. The classical geographers also refer to
another port called Gange, the location of which, however, is still far
from certain, though, as some scholars hold, the two ports might be identi-
cal. There were other ports and harbours too, identified or unidentified,
references to which are met with in the writings of the early foreign
travellers and geographers. Through these ports, notably Tamralipti,
Bengal maintained from remote antiquity her relationship with the over-
seas world in the South and the East. The Jataka stories relate to
merchants voyaging from Tamralipti to Campa (modern Bhagalpur) to
Suvarnabhumi and Suvarnadvipa, the land and the island of gold, the
general designations for the lands and the islands in the Far East, corres-
ponding to the “Chryse’’ peninsula and the ““Chryse’’ island respectively
of the Greek geographers, and as the names indicate, a sort of ‘“El dorado”
for the Indian sailors. In the 4th century B.C., Megasthenes, the Greek
ambassador at the court of the first Maurya Emperor Chandragupta,
observed the ‘‘ascent of vessels from the sea by the Ganges to Palibothra”
(i.e. Pataliputra, modern Patna, the capital of the Magadhan Empire) ;
and herein seems to be contained the earliest dated reference to.ancient
Bengal’s maritime trade. If Ceylonese tradition is to be believed, it was
through the port of Tamralipti that the great Magadhan Empire, in the
time of Asoka (3rd century B.C.), carried on its communication with that
island kingdom, then ruled over by king Devanampiya Tissa. The
Kathasaritsagara of the Kashmirian author, Somadeva, refers to Tamra-
liptika ds a home of rich merchants engaged in overseas trade with such
distant countries as Lanka (Ceylon), Kataha (identical with Keddah in
the Malaya Peninsula) and Suvarnadvipa (evidently referring to some
island or islands of the Malay Archipelago). Another work, the Milinda-
panho, Questions of Milinda (the Indo-Greek kirg Menander), composed
about the st century A.D., mentions Vanga in a list of maritime countries
““where ships do conmgregate’’, and speaks of its overseas trade with
different parts of India and of the world, such as the Coromandel Coast,
Surat (in Kathiawar), Sovara (the tract of land watered by the lower
course of the Indus), Alexandria, Takkola (modern Taqua Pa in the
Malay Peninsula), Suvarnabhumi and China. Somewhere in the same
century was composed the ‘‘Periplus of the Erythracan Sea” by an
unknown Greek navigator,.and this work tells us how from the port of
Gange were carried different commodities of trade in vessels called
“Colandia” to Southern India and Ceylon. In thé same century, again,
another classical writer, Pliny, informs us of an active commerce
flourishing between Ceylon and ‘‘the land of the Prasioi”’, i.e., the Pracyas,
the name by which the ancient Greek and Roman authors designate the
people of the region corresponding to ancient Magadha, modern South
Bihar, and probably also a portion of W. Bengal (the deltaic Bengal being
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designated as the country of the Gangaridae). In the time of Ptolemy
also (i.e., about the middle of the 2nd century A.D.), Tamralipti (Tamalites)
carried on a prosperous trade with the Far Fast across the Bay of Bengal,
but through Paloura, a port near modern Chicacole, on the Orissan
coast. Farly in the 5th century A.D., however, we find the Chinese
pilgrim, Fa-hien, sailing direct from Tamralipti to Ceylon, thence to Java
and thence finally to his own country, China. When Dandin composed
his Dasakumaracarita, about the 6th century A.D., Tramlipti, mentioned
in this work as Damalipta, was a flourishing centre of trade and maritime
actiyities (mukta ca nauh prativataprerita tameva Damaliptam pratyupa-
tisthata). The great commercial prosperity of Tamralipti was likewise
noticed by the Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen ‘I'sang, who visited India towards
the middle of the 7th century A.D. Later in the same century, another
Chinese pilgrim, I-tsing, informs s of the existence of a direct maritime
intercourse between Tamralipti and the Far Easterh World, and writes,
over and above, “T'his is the place where we embark when returning to
China”. Finally, the importance of Tamralipti as a centre of trade and
commerce is attested by an eighth-century epigraphic record, viz., the
Dudhpani (Hazaribagh) Rock Inscription, that gives an account of three
merchant brothers with their names ending with ‘Mana’, »iz., Udayamana,
Sridhautamana and Ajitamana, coming from Ayodhya to Tamralipti for
the purpose of trade and returning to their native place with an immense
fortune (Tamraliptim Ayodhyaya yayuh purvam-vanijyaya | Bhuyah
pratinivrttaste svam-avasam yiyasavah). Nowhere after this, either in
any indigenous record or in a foreign writing, does the great seaport town
find mention, and, not unlikely, a change took place on the face of
nature, as a result of which Tamralipti was deprived of its proximity
to the sea—modern Tamluk is about 60 miles inland from the sea—and,
in consequenc'e, also of its emviable position in the history of maritime
activities of Bengal, nay of Fastern India as a whole.

Yet, Tamralipti was not the only important seaport in ancient Bengal.
An inscription from the Wellesley District of the Malay Peninsula, dis-
covered more than a hundred years ago, and ascribed to the 4th or 5th
century of the Christian Fra, records the gift of a sailor Buddhagupta,
an inhabitant of Raktamrittika (Mahanavika—Buddhaguptasya Rakta-
mrittikavasa . . | .} which has been identified with Rangamati in Chitta-
gong. Where was this Raktamrittika? “There can possibly be no doubt
that the name, meaning ‘‘red soil”’, is preserved in the present-day
Rangamati, one in the Murshidabad District of Bengal, corresponding to
Hiven Tsang’s Io-to-mo-chih, another in the District of Chittagong.
May we not suppose that it was from the latter district, rather than from
the former, and for the matter of that, from some port in the same
region, that the “great captain’’ (Mahanavika) sailed to the overseas
country where hig inscription has been found? This view would perhaps
receive confirmation from the fact that a number of similar place-names
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oceur in the neighbouring regions, due evidently to the peculiar character
of the soil, wiz., red laterite, such as the Lal-mati or Lalmai Hills, the
Rohitagiri of the inscriptions of the Candra Kings ? mear Comilla?
- Rangamatta, Rangamatty, Rangamati, to the west, north and south of
the upper course of the Brahmaputra river, mentioned in Rennel’s map,
and corresponding to the existing Rangiya, Rangapada, Rangagram etc. ;
and, it may be added, the name of the district of Rangpur itself.* This
being so, we seem to find a definite evidence of the importance of
Chittagong, in addition to Tamralipti, as a centre of trade and maritime
activities in Fastern India in as early a period as the 4th or 5th century
A.D. to which the inscription of Buddhagupta is supposed to belong.
The prevalence of a brisk maritime intercourse between the Lower
Gangetic delta and Indonesia in the middle of the 9th century A.D. (i
when ’Tamralipti seems no longer to have been a Dourishing port) is
attested by the Nalanda Copper-plate of Devapala. ‘This inscription
records the gift by the Pala monarch of five villages in response to a
request from the Sailendra emperor Balaputrade?a of Java for the upkeep
of a monastery built by the latter at Nalanda. What is interesting to
note in this connection is that this request is said to have been conveyed
to the Pala King by the ruler of 2 ‘mandala’ called Vyaghratati, the
‘“Liger coast”, and evidently corresponding to the Sundarban area. There
thus prevailed at that time a direct maritime communication between
that part of Bengal and the insular kingdom in the Far Fast. An ancient
port in Eastern Bengal, whose location has puzzled the scholars, was
Harikela, mentioned by the late 7th century Chinese pilgrim, I-Tsing,
as ‘the easternmost limit of India’. Early in the llth century, however,
as we learn from Tibetan and Nepalese sources, the Bengali monk Atisa
Dipankara, an inhabitant of Vikramapura (Fastern Bengal), went on
a voyage to Suvarnadvipa (either Sumatra or Java) and returned to
Magadha, after twelve years, visiting Tamradvipa (i.e. Ceylon) on his
way. In the 14th century, if the testimony of the Japanese text
Nagarakritagama is to be believed, the people of Gauda (or Bengal) as
also of Karnataka (i.e. the Kanarese districts of S. India), including traders
and merchants as well as missionaries, still visited the capital of the Hindu
Kingdom of Java, “unceasingly, in large numbers”.

In the wake of trade and commerce there followed colonial enter-
prises and cultural missions. The Ceylonese tradition, preserved in the
two celebrated Chronicles, the Dipavamsa and the Mahavamsa, associates
the Indian colonization of that island in the 6th century B.C. (if the
tradition is to be believed) with a prince named Vijaya of Sihapura in
the territory of Lala, 'This Lala is sought to be identified by some with
W. Bengal, the ancient Radha, corresponding to Ladha mentioned in the

% F - . . X 3 - 3, M
“Vang aolli‘r tl;éfh :;g’%estlon, I am indebted to Dr, Nihar Ranjan Ray’s Bengali work,
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Jaina Sutras. According to others, however, it represents Lata or ancient
Gujarat, the Larike of the Greek geographer Ptolemy, and consequently,
Vijaya was an inhabitant, not of Bengal, but of that country. The same
uncertainty prevails regarding the association of Bengal with the foundation
of the Annamese Kingdom of Van-lang, -ascribed by tradition to the
adventure of a prince called Lak-long, who, scholars like Gerini opine,
went from Bengal in the 7th century B.C. and introduced there the
ruing race of ‘Vuang’ (Vanga ?) that dominated over the kingdom till
the 3rd century of the pre-Christian Era.*®

As regards missionary and cultural activities, however, we are on
far more definite grounds. It is now admitted on all hands that Bengal
played no insignificant role in the foundation of the ‘“Greater India’’, the
expansion of the Indian culture and civilization outside the borders of
the sub-continent. The pioneers in the field were undoubtedly the inha-
bitants of Southern India, the Coromandel Coast. But when the Bengalis
appeared vigorously on the scene, they were able to supplant to a great
extent, if not wholly, the peninsular influences and traditions by their
own. In the middle of the 7th century A.D., as Lama Taranatha, the
famous 17th century ‘I'ibetan historian of Indian Buddhism, tells us,
Dharmapala, an inhabitant of Kanci (S. India), after teaching for 30 years
at the celebrated Buddhist University of Nalanda, proceeded to Suvarna-
dvipa on a religious mission. In the last quarter of the next century,
as the Kelurak inscription, to which a reference has already been made
above, shows, another Bengali missionary, Kumaraghosa by name, went
to Java to enjoy in that distant island the dignified status of the royal
preceptor (Rajaguru) to whom the reigning monarch of the country, ‘“‘an
omament of the Sailendra dynasty’’ (Sailendra-vamsa-tilaka), resigned
his spiritual self, declaring that his head had been “‘purified with the dust of
the lotus-feet of the guru from the island of Gaudi” (Gaudi-dvipa-guru-
kramambuja-raja-putottamanga). It was undoubtedly as the result of
such missionary activities that Mahayana or later Buddhism appeared from
Bengal in Java and the neighbouring regions, until by the.11th century
Suvarnadvipa became so famous a centre of the creed that persons like
Dipankara-Srijnana, the fiture High Priest of the Vikramasila monastery
and the prophet of Buddhism in Tibet, went there for the study of
Buddhism from Bengal itself. Bengali influence is also manifest in the art
of Java, Bali and Burma. A number of inscriptions, again, have been
discovered in Java and Cambodia, belonging to the 8th and 9th centuries
AD. and onwards, which are written in what is known as the ‘proto-’
Bengali”” alphabet that must have, therefore, been borne to these countries
by the colonists and the missionaries from Bengal. Bengali influence
may occasionally be also discerned in the literature and traditions and
folk-lore of various countries of the Far East.

————
* See Gerini, “Researches on Ptolemy”’, pp. 339-40,
9
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It is, however, only late in the 8th century A.D. that we find the
cultural influence of Bengal really triumphant in the Far East ; and this,
on the one hand, has led to the contention, already indicated above, that
“Bengal entered the arena of active colonial enterprise some time after
Southern India”, and, on the other, is indicative of the emergence of
some new inspiring factor in the life of the country itself. In the middle
of the 8th century, Bengal was relieved of a century-and-a-half old
anarchy and confusion, known as ‘““matsyanyaya’’, by the advent of a new
royal dynasty, the Palas ; and this remarkable synchronisation points almost
irresistibly to the conclusion that the restoration of political order and
stability in the country, and moreover, the patronage offered by the new
ruling family, which seems to have had (as noted below) a special asso-
ciation with the sea, gave a fresh and unprecedented impetus to ancient
Bengal’s maritime enterprise.

‘The brisk maritime activities also presuppose a great naval develop-
ment in the country, and a flood of light is thrown on the same by a
number of epigraphic records, extending over centuries and issued by
different ruling dynasties. ‘The important role of the navy in the military
organization of Bengal under the Guptas is attested by an early-6th century
inscription, viz. the Gunaighar Grant of Vainya Gupta, in which we find
reference to the navy (mahanau), along with other elements of warfare,
and to a ‘‘nau-yoga’’, probably a place where boats or ships used to
congregate, i.e., a sort of naval harbour. Even in the days of the dis.
ruption of the Gupta Empire, as the Faridpur copper-plates of the times
of the Dharmaditya and Gopachandra go to show, Navyavakasika in
Eastern Bengal was a flourishing centre of naval and commercial activities
under a local regime, for references are found in these inscriptions to
navatakseni, ‘‘shipbuilding harbour’’ and nau-dandaka, ‘‘ship’s mast”, to
officials like Vyapara-karandaya, ‘customs-officer’”> and to pradhana
vyaparinah, “‘principal traders”. A special association of the Palas with
the sea appears to be implied in such late literary works as Sandhyakara
Nandi’s Ramapala-carita, composed in the 12th century A.D., in which
king Dharmapala is described as Samudra-Kula-dipa, “‘the light of the
family of the sea’, in an old Bengali text, viz. Ghanarama’s Dharma-
mangala, and in Taranatha’s History of Buddhism. ‘The importénce of

“the navy as a fighting material under them is testified to by the frequent
references to ‘‘manifold fleets of boats” (nanalvidha-nau-vataka) in their:
inscriptions. = The Kamauli copper-plate of Vaidyadeva, minister of
Kumarapala, actually contains a vivid description of a naval battle fought
by the Pala monarch in the 12th century in Southern Bengal (Anuttara-
Vanga). An Iith-century Central Indian inscription found at a place
called Gurgi seems to indicate that, attacked by a Kalacuri king the
Gauda-ra]a, probably Mahipala I of ‘the Pala dynasty, took shelter in a:
subterranean fort (jala-nidhi-jala-durgam). The Senas, who succeeded
the Palas as the pext paramount sovereign power in Bengal, must havg
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also laid great emphasis on their naval power. In the Deopara prasasti
of Vijayasena we find that Sena conqueror leading a naval expedition
against his western neighbours across the Ganges (Pascatya-cakra-jaya-
kelisu yasya yavad—Ganga-pravaham-anudhavati nau-vitane). That navi-
gation still constituted an important pursuit of the Bengali people seems to
be indicated by an 1lth-century Sylhet inscription, wiz., the Bhatera
_copper-plate of Govindakesava, in which is found a reference to a sailor
(navika) Dyojya.

A completely opposite picture appears to be presented, however, by
a study of the contemporary economic and social counditions.

A definite index to a country’s commercial progress, it goes without
saying, is its economic prosperity, which again, can nowhere be better
studied than in the contemporary currency. But in the case of Bengal
the currency is so poor since the close of the Gupta rule throughout the
whole pre-Mahomadan period, that, when taken alomg with the other
data indicating the country’s naval and commercial development in the
period, it offers a striking contrast. The end of the Gupta dominion was
followed by a period of anarchy and confusion in Bengal, not only in a
political sense but in an economic sense as well. During this period
of “monetary amarchy’’, metallic currency went completely out of use,
and cowries came to establish themselves as the sole medium of exchange.
The Palas, who in the middle of the 8th century A.D., succeeded in
putting an end to the century-and-a-half old political ‘matsyanyaya’, do
not seem to have attained any remarkable amount of success, if any, in
the economic sphere. The extreme scarcity of their coins and, moreover,
the generally debased character of the few copper and silver pieces
attributed to them, both from the metallic and the artistic points of view,
only express the vainness of their attempt to restore the metallic currency "
in their kingdom. In the Sena period, cowries, ‘‘kapardaka”, again
became the only exchange-medium, although an attempt was made at
“licking up all exchange transactions ultimately to silver, just as at
present the rupee, the silver coin, is linked up to a gold at a certain ratio’’,
by equating certain number of cowries to a standard silver coin, ‘‘purana’’,
as the expression ‘‘Kapardaka-purana’ in the copper plate grants of the
period seems to indicate. ‘This was the economic situation of the country
on the eve of the Muhammedan invasion that took place in the- closing
years of the 12th century, and, as the 13th century Muslim historian,
Minhaj-ud-din writes in his Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, the Muhammedans, when
they first came to Bengal, found the people using cowrie shells in economic
transactions, silver currency being altogether absent in the country and
even when the king made any monetary gift, ‘‘the least gift he used to
confer was a lak of Kauris’’. Now, is it conceivable that Bengal, if she
was really commercially developed during the period under review,
especially under the Palas, had no currency worth the name? Has it,
then, a refiection upon the econmomic condition of the country which
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must presumably have been an extremely pitiable’ one, and as a natural
concomitance, on the history of her commercial and maritime activities?

The conclusion suggested by the study of the economic conditions
seems prima-facie to be confirmed by the social changes, the shifting of
positions of arders in society likewise noticeable during the same period,
The epigraphic records available prior to the 8th century A.D. show what
an important position was occupied by the representatives of the trad
and craft-guilds, e.g., the Nagarasresthi (Guild-president), the Prathama.
sarthavaha (Chief merchant) and the Prathama-Kulika (Chief artisan),
in the social and political organizations of the country. But in the
centuries following, we find these orders of society receding into the
background, while, in their stead, the cultivators, the ‘‘Ksetrakaras” or
““Karsakas’’, appear to have come to the forefront. Does it indicate that
trade and industry no longer counted in the material life of the people,
and that agriculture was henceforth their main, if not sole, ecomomic
pursuit? And, are we to detect in this phenomenon the operation of
the hands of the Arab merchants who made their advent on the western
coast of India as early as the 8th century A.D. and, by the 10th century,
spread themselves over a considerable portion of the Fastern coast and
as far as the Far East?®* Another circumstance, it is noticeable, falls
significantly within our period, viz., the emergence of a great naval powet,
the Colas, in the Coromandel Coast, and the overseas exploits of that
kingdom under Rajaraja the Great and his even more illustrious son,
Rajendra I in the late 10th and early 11th centuries A.D. must have
afforded a renewed impetus to the commercial enterprises emanating from
that region. But, the fact remains that even if overseas trade and com-
merce declined, or even stopped, this did not necessarily mean a cessation
of Bengali maritime activities altogether. If the primary economic urge
had fallen into abeyance, there.is hardly any ground for supposing that
the cultural urge, too, met with the same fate. “This was simply impos-
sible in a lang where, and in a period when, flourished men like Dharma-
pala, Kumaraghosa and Dipankara-Srijnana.

The ships built in ancient Bengal seem to have been of considerable.
dimensions. Fa-hien, e.g., sailed in a merchant vessel from ‘Tamralipti
that was capable of accommodating more than 200 passengers. But
maritime navigation in those days, still in a crude state of development,
was not altogether free from risks. ‘The Kathasaritsagara, to which a’
reference has already been made above, gives stories of sailors, haunted
by fears of natural perils, propitiating the sea with jewels and other
valuable articles,—a custom which, it is curious to note, finds mention
in medieval Bengali literature as well. ‘The Mahakarma-vibhanga,
a Buddhist canonical work, illustrates ‘‘calamities of foreign travel”
(desantara-vipaka) by reference to merchants sailing from Tamralipti and "

* See Dr, Tara Chand’s “Influence of Islam on Indian Culture’, pp. 38 ff.
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Mahakosali ; and a 16th century ‘‘literary forgery’’ the Saka-subhodaya,
professing to be a composition of Halayudha, the famous minister of
Laksmanasena, actually describes a shipwreck suffered by a Bengali
merchant named Prabhakara on the Bay of Bengal. We also khow how
the 5th century Chinese traveller, Fa-hien, had to experience a terrible
storm in course of his voyage from Tamralipti to Ceylon, and, as he
further informs us, to add to these natural contingencies was the fear of
oppression at the hands of the sea-robbers spying the vessels from the
distant shores. It is undoubtedly a remarkable testimony to the great
energy and spirit of enterprise of the people of ancient Bengal that they
carried on their maritime pursuits in defiance of these serious obstacles.®

The Eng].ish Seminar

Many and large were our hopes and visions but too few have been our
achievements. In our first meeting we accorded a hearty farewell to our prede-
cessors. In the second meeting Miss Santa Das (4th yr. English) read a Paper
entitled Modern Trends in English Literature,

Another Paper on T. S. Rliot’s ‘The Waste Land’ written by Rabin Majumdar
{4th yr. English) will come in for discussion in the next meeting of the Seminar.

The response and ‘enthusiasm of our 3rd year friends are really encouraging.
The work of the Seminar Library is going on satisfactorily, We are trying to add
more books. :

SANAT BHATTACHARYA,
RABIN MAJUMDAR,

I[t. Secys., (English Seminar).

—————— e

* In writing this article I freely consulted such standard works and treatises as
Dr, R. C. Majumdar’s Campa and Suvarnadvipa (2 parts), Dacca History of Bengal,
Vol I edited by the same scholar, Dr. B, R. Chatterjee’s Indian Cultural Influence
in Cambodia, Dr. B, C. Sen’s Some Historical Aspects of_ the Inscmptwns. of ‘Ben,
Dr. D. C. Sen’s Vrihat Vanga (2 Vols.) and Dr. Nihar Ranjan Roy’s Vangalir Itihasa
{4di Parva),



The “Mock-Parliament”™——A Novel
Experiment

The tame and routine business of our College life was shaken this year by a
“Mock-Parliament’ on April 28,—a novel experiment undertaken by the third year
students. It aroused wide-spread interest and enthusiasm both among the members
of the staff and the students, and the House was packed to capacity till the end of
the function. This kind of show, though “Mock” in character, has real significance
as it is the future Parljamentarians who will decide the fate of Democracy in India,
and I have great pleasure in stating that the students of this College showed ample
signs of being would-be Parliamentarians,

‘I must, first of all, express my heart-felt gratitude to the Hon’ble Sri I. D. Jalan,
Speaker, West Bengal Legislative Assembly, for his able and wise guidance of the
“Mock-Parliament’* as the Speaker. I take this opportunity to thank our Principal,
Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, Prof. U. N, Ghosal, Prof, R. C. Ghosh, Prof. B. Dutt, late
Prof. N. R. Roy and Prof. T. Majumdar but for whose advice and encouragement
our idea would not have materialised. -

The ‘‘Parliament” began with interpellations. The Ministers were assailed by
a thousand and one questions—sometimes they were embarrassing, and sometimes
they were humorous, Sri Subir Das Gupta of the opposition assumed the role of
Mr, Kamath in the Indian Parliament, putting the greatest number of guestions.
Points of order were raised both from the Government and the Opposition benches
and that created a proper Parliamentary atmosphere.

Then rose the Prime Minister, Sri Dinendra Marik, amid loud cheers, and by his
clear exposition of the Government’s policy, he drew the attention of the audience.
All throughout he was able to maintain the gravity consistent with his position as
the Prime Minister. Sri Biswanath Dutt as the Foreign Minister analysed the
Kashmir Problem in an elognent speech and explained clearly India’s basic stand.
Sri Snkomal Roy Chowdhury in the role of the Food Minister had to answer a lot
of short notice questions and his statement assuring self-sufficiency in food faced
severe criticism. His ready wit in defending the Government was really praiseworthy.
Sri Dipak Roy’s role as the Minister for Industry and Supplies was highly appreciated
by the audience. Miss Tapati Bhattacharya as the Health Minister spoke admirably
and Sri Mohit Bhattacharjee’s part as the Minister for Education was no less
admirable, = The Home Minister Sri Sanat Kumar Bhaduri placed the Preventive
Detention Act (Amendment) Bill before the House and he had to counter vehement
opposition in having :the Bill passed. A very tense atmosphere was created at the
time of the division. Sri Rathin Chakravarti’s part here as the Chief Whip of the
Government Party gave a realistic touch to the situation,

.The other Ministers, were—Sri Arun Chakravarti (Finance), Sri Sujit Sirkar
(Defence), Sri Subrid Mullick (Law), Sri Surya Chatterji (Labour), Sri Santanu
Mukherjee (Relief and Rehabilitation), Sri Ramani Ghosh (Railways and Com-
munications) and Sri Sunil Bhattacharya (Works, Mines and Power), They all gave
a very good account of themselves.

Among girl members Sri Sabita Sen and Sm, Nandita Chowdhury took part in
the debate and impressed the andience with their forceful arguments,
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The brilliant and at the same time belligerent role of the Opposition enhanced
to a great extent the interest in the show. Sri Bharat Bhattacharya, the Leader,
was loudly cheered for his oratory. Other members of the opposition who made
an impression on the audience were Sri Amalendu Mukherji, Sri Ashin Das Gupta,
Sti Dipten Banerjee and Sri Amitava Gupta,

Sri Kalyan Dutta Gupta acted as Clerk of the House.

The function ended with a speech from the Chair, Sri Jalan praised highly
the endeavour of the students and even went so far as to remark that the debate
was in no way inferior to those in our State Iegislature—if not better,

Before concluding I offer my sincerest thanks to Sm. Sabita Sen, Sm. Nandita
Chowdhury, Sm. Bithika Modak, Sri Amitava Gupta, Sri Suprokash Mukheriji,
Sri Bharatendu Gupta, Sri Bijon Dutt, Sri Govinda Chakravarti and all my other
friends who co-operated with me, making a success of the fuhction,

S. K. BHADURI,
Orgam'zing Secretary.




'STOP PRESS

We felicitate a distinguished ex-student, Dr. Harendra Coomar
Mookerjee, on his appointment to the post of Governor of West
Bengal. He was a student here from 1897-1898.

With the death of Abanindranath Tagore, Bengal has
lost the last of a line of veterans far removed from the
present-day life, but the true representatives of the old,
aristocratic culture. Of this culture, concentrated in the
Tagore family, Abanindranath was one of the finest flowers.
His delightful reminiscences build up before our eyes their
distant world, which yet has a charm and flavour all its own.
He opened a new and broad avenue before our art, initiating
and inspiring the Bengal School which broke with the tradi-

tion of cheap imitation of European naturalism, and turned

to the exploration of the old Indian forms and content.

His writings, shot through with whimsical humour, his fresh
and vivid style, won him lasting repute as one of the great
masters of Bengali prose. We shall not see the like of him
again—with him passes his age, having woven such a rich.

strand into the texture of Bengali culture.
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Notes and News

The new year opens with a batch of our students going up to face
yet another academic hurdle. Words cannot express either the horror that
an examination is for the examinees, nor the sympathy of those who are
aware that their turn too will come. Of the many invisible ties that link
us, students, irrespective of age and year, the University examinations are
undoubtedly one of the strongest. They may even be the poet’s original
silver link” knitting many hearts and minds together. Be that as it may,
our heartiest wishes go with our candidates to the examination hall.

Meanwhile, College life moves on with no perceptible break. ’The
Union and Seminars have passed into new hands, and our many-sided
activities go on as before. ‘The Peace Festival Week organised by the
Union reflects the spirit of the time, and is worthy of the College which
has responded in some measure to the progressive thought of decade after
decade in its long life.

A second floor to the Baker Iaboratory is nearing completion and will
relieve to some extent the present congestion in our Science classes. But
a real building programme to remove our long-felt wants like an Assembly
Hall still continues to be a cry in the wilderness. Some pressing reforms
in our academic life are however easy enough if the authorities concerned
deign to listen to the voice of the student world. We would include in
such a list of urgently-needed easy reforms—the multiplication of copies
of standard text-books in all our Seminars for the relief of the poorer
students ; the opening of regular Seminar classes in the College for post-
graduate students in every department; the fusion between our under-
graduate and postgraduate hostels ; the relaxation of the recent enhance-
ment of ‘percentages’ for our examinees ; the examination in one paper a
tay for our Honours candidates ; and the speedy publication of examina-
tion results,

* * *

There is much enthusiastic talk of doing away with English as the
medium of our higher education. Ultimately the vernacular can and must

*
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replace English, but this will be very difficult to accomplish before we have

- at least some text books in Bengali, which will be adequate and up to the
Honours and postgraduate standard. As things stand, it is hardly sur-
prising that students appearing in the higher examinations generally do
.not attempt to write in their own language, even if permitted.

The attempt to render techmical terms into -Bengali has also been
rather frustrating, not only in the result but in the intention. This seems
to be to force new, strange, Sanskritized words on our ordinary speech
and writing, rather than allow us to absorb familiar foreign terms naturally,
in the manner of all healthily-growing languages. English has taken for
its own even some wotds of Hindi extraction, and no-one will say it has
suffered in consequence. .

Meanwhile, the suggestion which crops up every now and then of
subordinating our provincial languages to the use of the Rashtrabhasa as
a sort of common medium in our national life had best remain a dream.

- If Hindi is really forced on our peoples—to whom it is almost as foreign
as English—for other than purely all-Tndia official business, it will be a’
form of ‘language imperialism’ as bad as the domination of Great Russian
in the Tsars’ prison of nations. Such absurd and reactionary attempts
have nothing to do with real national unity, which can never be brought
about by suppressing a people’s own language and culture. ‘The federal
unity of the Indian State does not necessarily presuppose the domination
of one language for it is simply not a fact that Indians have one language,
and it is folly to ignore the deep-seated regional languages dear to millions
of people. ; :

On the entire issue of the relation between the Rashtrabhasa and the
National -Languages, we draw the attention of our readers to the views
(which we fully endorse) of our distinguished ex-student Sri Atulchandra
Gupta in his presidential address to the 1949 session of the Prabasi Banga
Sahitya Sammelan at Delhi, an address which should be more widely known.

#* & & ®

The language movement in FEastern Pakistan has been a bitter and
grim struggle of the sort that is undertaken only by a nationality fighting
for the most precious of its national distinctions—the people’s language.
How serious the upsurge became may be judged from the drastic steps
taken by the government—arrests in high places, closing down the Dacca
University and firing on demonstrators. On their side, the people and
students responded with prolonged strikes and demonstrations in and out-
side Dacca, the centre of the movement. Such popularity and spontaneity
is not to be explained away as the machinations of this or that malcontent
group ; it has its roots in the social situation, in the hearts of a people
itself.

' % % # *
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The excitement of the elections is over. While they lasted, the
elections registered a number of surprises and shocks. The striking thing
is not that Congress, which had at one time commanded the allegiance
of all, should have emerged with an absolute majority in most of the
provinces, but that it should have experienced so much of signal defeat,
There are a few outstanding lessons to be gleaned from our first democratic
elections. Congress commands a hard core of support in upper and central
India—mainly Hindi-speaking tracts; but along the frontier—in the entire
South and in large parts of East India—it has lost more ground than was
generally expected. Secondly, Congress has failed to win a majority of
votes cast in state after state. ‘Thirdly, the elimination of the Socialist
Party as the middle of the road way of life and the Second Party in our
politics cannot be explained away in the manner of its leader ; the causes
must lie deeper in the policy itself of the party. In the same way the
Leftist victories cannot be ascribed merely to a blind anti-government
feeling. ‘The electorate was more discerning than those who apologise for
" it, and picked and chose with remarkable effect from among the large
mass of non-Congress candidates. It is also significant that a vast un-
educated electorate of ordinary men and women should turn away so
decisively from all the communal and pseudo-communal parties in the
land.

The talk of a coalition ministry of the Democratic Front in Madras is
a clear measure of the new popular temper. It must be added that the
inherent possibilities before the Democratic Front are more than what it has
been prepared so far to utilise. ‘T'here still remains however much con-
fusion and vacillation in the electorate, which has not been properly tapped
by any of the organised part'ies‘.' Perhaps that is why so many independent
candidates were returned. It now remains to be seen how the fruit of the
election ripens, during the next five-year lease of parliamentary life, which
may be decisive for the future of our Republic.

& * * &

The outstanding foreign news in recent months relates to trouble in
North Africa and the Near East. Egypt, Iraq and, more recently, Tunisia,
have risen against Anglo-French control. Most illuminating are the steps
taken by the Great Powers involved to master the situation. They range
from the demolition of houses in the Canal Zone to indiscriminate street
shootings, Arbitrary arrests, martial law and mass eviction have all been
carried out in the most approved and familiar imperialist fashion, and
the features of a colonial war have appeared on the scene. This includes,
8 in Egypt, the development of two wings of resistance—the orthod?x
Nationalist and the social-radical (as explained by the veteran journa:hst
Alexander Werth in a recent despatch)-—whic}f run parallel up to a point,
but come into constant friction after that.

9
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The Egyptian government and its police have been no less anxious
to curb the too-militant strikes and student demonstrations than to carry
on endless arguments with the British. Meanwhile the Tunisian struggle
is being supported by demonstrations in neighbouring Algeria and Morocco.
The entire area is in a ferment, and the Atlantic Powers’ anxiety to keep
it well in hand is quite understandable in view of the Middle Fast Command
project. ‘This, as a complement to NATO and the ‘Huropean Army’,
cannot be easily given up if the Western bloc moves along its present
lines of building up military strength.

The US Secretary of State greeted ‘‘the dawn of a new day” for
Europe in a speech after the Lisbon meeting of NATO. Among the rays
emanating from this new dawn are a strengthemed North Atlantic
Organisation, a six-nation army for Europe, and a Western Germany
definitely hitched to the star of remilitarisation for ‘defence’. It is a long
way from the time the Western Powers let Hitler slip into Czechoslovakia
and France on the assumption that he was really headed for the eastern
horizons. Will they now rectify Hitler’s ‘error’ and take the long march
at last upon themselves? 'The US government may not share the utopian
zeal of Mr. J. B. Priestley, who, writing for an American magazine, gave
a vivid account of Moscow when it would fall to the ‘libérators’. Its
feverish activities, however, are more than a little reminiscent of a certain
Priestley heroine with her ‘bows of burning gold’ and ‘arrows of desire’.

It will be presumptuous on our part to offer any advice to the Indian
Government on its foreign policy. But countless Indians all over the
country will feel relieved and delighted if our Government can categorically
proclaim. from the housetops that if a World War does actually break out,
India at any rate will certainly take no part in it, nor allow any facilities
whatsoever to the combatants. That at least can be a worthy memorial to
Gandhiji by whom our rulers swear. And yet we find our Ambassador
in the USA going all out to assure the Americans that India will not
remain neutral.

March 1952,
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~conomists and Policy-nml\'crs

T was a recurrent complaint of the academic cconomist in India dunng

Botish rule that he was completely ignored when the government
decided on matters of cconomic policy. The work of the acadetne
ceanomist was quantitatively small before the First World War but in the
iate twenties and throughout the thirties our cconomists pouted out a large
volume of published work.  One remembers the prolonged debate over the
Reverse Council blunder of 1920, the protective policy of the twentics,
the never-ending ‘ratio question’, the managing ageney system, and also
the acrimonious discussion on the gold exports of the thirties.  All these
debates centred round particular government policies, but it seemed that
policy-making on the government side and critical discussions of our
academic cconomists were on planes that did not meet,  There was an
excess of suspicion on both sides ; the cconomists often started with the
presumption that government policies were deliberately meant to further
wmterests other than Indian, and Finance Members ke Grigg pubhicly
made sneering remarks about Imdian cconomists,

There was, of course, some justification for the sneer. A very large
jart of the ontput of our cconomists in the inter-war period was pure
polemics 5 the attitude was that if there was an argument on one side
there must necessarily be a counter-argument on the other.  Arpuments
could thus be rushed forth without a complete examination of the logie
of the basic pattern and one noticed—for instance, in the ratio controversy
—a clear inability to grapple with all the fundamental jssues simultaneously.
The imadequacy of statistics was a help rather than a hindrance, and the
Matistical Abstract—always three vears out of date- -could be depended
wpon to prove almost any thing.  Intellectual lethargy was encoutaged by
tl": fact that one could always get a hearing and often an acclamation
fum an expanding nationalist-minded reading public.

There were rare occasions when the govermment sought the help of
moneofficial cconomists and businessmen in preparing connmittee o cont-
mision reports on jmportant matters.  But many of those invited were
wmateurs with great enthusiasm and without any systematic triaming an
wonemic analysis.  That was one of the reasons why there was always
the inevitable minority report and why the minority report was always

One solid exception was Malaviya’s dissenting minute attached
Purshottamdas Thukurdas

SEN
¥ the Industrial Commission report of 1916-18.
#35 also cool in his arguments but one cannot forget that Bombay had
“iton mills and that cotton mills required a low-valued rupee. A fow
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academic economists like L. K. Hyder had played minor parts. Herc
again an important exception was Jehangir Coyajee, but ome has to
remember that a government college teacher in the twenties was a statce
official first and last. v

It is interesting to note that the one economist who brought ‘Indian
Economics’ into being and was able to influence public policy to somc
extent as early as the eighteen-nineties, was not a University teacher but
a High Court judge. Ranade was undoubtedly the only economist of note
that India produced in the 19th century. Looking back, one can perhaps
compare India’s position at the close of the century with that of Germany
" in the early years of the Zollverein. Germany required an economist tu
put all her problems into a proper theoretical pattern and found him in
Friedrich List; in India, Ranade played almost the same role. It is
generally recognised that Ranade’s start is still working itself in our
economic discussions ; it is also necessary to remember that he was able,
long before even the Minto-Morley reforms, to influence public policy in
many respects. One important instance is the success he had in leading
the government towards the implementation of the Nicholson report on
co-operative societies, and one can trace his influence in the land reform
laws of those days and in the creation of an Industries Department under
the government.

Naoroji and Romesh Dutt were not certainly Ranade’s equal. Naoroji
was a politician first and he used his economics as a strong political
weapon. And Romesh Dutt was not really writing the economic history
of India; he was only collecting and arraying historical material for
proving -certain points. He was in fact more an historian with a mission
than an economist and he was more at home in the dissection of blue books
than in tackling the many-sided issues of an economic problem. It is
almost painful today to read his one-sided justification of the Cornwallis
Settlement in his much-boosted ‘Open letter’, written when more than
a century had shown the great evils of the system and when the Tenancy
Act was already standing as an open argument against Zemindari tenures.
The unfortunate fact in Indian economic discussions has been that Romesh
Dutt’s methods have often been too closely followed ; we have had more
advocates than analysts.

It was of course historically inevitable in a dependent country that
this should happen and that economists and policy-makers would not clasp
hands. Parallel cases are difficult to find, because India had the unique
distinction of being a dependent country with a fairly vocal intellectual
class. Omne does however note that the attitude and tome of the few local
. writers who discuss the economic problems of British West Africa (especially
Nigeria) or of the West Indies are very similar to what we have generally
expected from Indian writers. A very good example is W. A. Lewis, a
Jamaican who has been able to rise to a professorship at Manchester, who
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ites ngorously neat papers on the pure theoty of overlicad costa, Lut
Siesall s cmotion anto offect when wniing about Jabeour problom. an

saca plantations,

Tt was natural that cconomists and pohiey-makers would not meet on
cnoame level under British rule, The gulf between the two should bow .
v Bave becomme smaller i conrse of the last five years, 1 s bere that

¢ has reasons to feel surprised. There seems to exast as vot httle co-
chnation between the academic ceconomists’ opimons and the deosiaons of
s government policy-makers. This s all the mote sutpoang becanse
e cconomists of our country who were attacking govermment pohey an
twomter-war years are mostly still active- and i fact they have won wine
of thar points.  Government vicws about population and  food  have
cangad appreciably during the last foew years. A sound attnude has
iadoped inthe ofhicial cireles regarding the tole of revenue wapluses
sdenats in an expanding ceconomy and about the role of the net balance
Spavmentts position vis-d-vis the inflationary pressure. The Planmng
Canmission would have gladdened our cconomists twenty veus apo one
scembers how cagerly they welcomed the half-haked National Planmng
cummittee. The government departments are providing more and better
satstical material than they ever did,. We have sone not-too-undepemdable
ctmates of our national income and we know somcething even about the
wvisibles” in our balance of payments.

But there are important scectors where cconomists have  tatled
whuence policy.  One good example is the hurried relaxation of contiols
son after independence, a step which no sensible ceconomist could suppaost
e can be very strictly ‘anti-control’; but that docs not prevent lom
fom recognising the danger of a sudden move from a controlled wvatem
Uoan uncontrolled one.  Another notable example is with regard to the
It is not of course possible here to <av

to

ol rationing and import policy.
it professional cconomists would be unanimous on any one sude, but
tu¢ fedds that there has been an imperfeet cooperation between the non-
Zesal economists’ opinjons and government decisions.

This is still more surprising when one notes the steady pnerease
= aumber of trained cconomists in the government admimstrative depat-
ments, many of whom were academic cconomists in their early hfe.
urhaps, however, the departmental cconomist does not have a larae
TZmstre of freedom of opinion or action, and it is also possibile that hie

Tt a policy-maker at all.  One hears often the story of the expert

“momist or statistician in high office whose main work 1s to grant or
“modawn the leave applications of his many subordinates.
It is casy to hold that government policy-makers do not come out

“much as they should to scek the opinion of academic Ceonomists,
But it is no use con-

iy an argument which could ecasily be truc.

2% the more important fact that suitable institutions and machinery
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for bringing policy-making and economic opinion together have not yet
developed. A large part of the fault—in the present-day context—lies
with the economists themselves. The best among us are either in govern-
ment departments or indifferent. The large volume of discussion that
goes on in print is largely second-rate, and is sometimes deservingly
ignored.

If the sloth of the able academic economist is due to intellectual
snobbery, it is unfortunate. There is no reason why the person who derives
great pleasure from the matrix multiplier should not have something to
say on a bullion market déblcle or a sharp inventory recession. QOne
can master the Keynesian esoteric and still be Keynesian enough to
write, as the Master did, week after week on current economic problems
Keynes’ weekly articles in the Nation did not always gain their point%
inn. fact in the twenties these were deliberately ignored by men like
Winston Churchill. In 1839, Keynes, whether in government office or
not, was the greatest policy-making force in British economics. Hubert
Henderson was also a cloister economist ; but he wrote regularly in Keynes’
paper—and he would have been an important policy-maker in the ‘Can-
Lloyd-George-do-it’ programme if the Liberals could come back. In
recent years, the academic economist who has worked hardest to influence
government policy in England has been Roy Harrod. At exactly the
same time when he was writing his tough essays in economic dynamics,
he was also writing his famous matter-of-fact articles on Britain’s post-
war economic policy. v s

It is of course true that the independent economist here does not
always get a proper forum-—unless he chooses to be an independent
pamphleteer also. ILeaving out the just-borm venture.of the Delli School
of Economics, there is only one important economic journal in India.
One of the issues of this—the bulkiest—is filled with undergraduate essays
described pompously as papers read at the Indian Economic Conference.
The three other thin issues can accommodate very few articles. And,
after all, a quarterly journal is supposed to be a high-brow affair and is
not quite a suitable medium either for educating the public opinion or
for influencing the policy-makers. The few specialised weeklies that exist
are mostly owned by group interests. ‘The time-honoured English custom
of writing to the T%mes has not yet developed its Indian counterpart.

Keynes’ deferred pay schéme, one remembers, first came out in the
Times. 'The Times correspondence on the dollar gap of 1949 in which.
almost every well-known FEnglish economist took part (including age-
ridden Pigou) was an important factor determining government’s exchange
and trade policy. In India there is no papér which enjoys a comparable
status, and there has not yet developed anything similar to the well-
known English respect for the letters that have passed the hands of the
Times editors and have been allowed to appear in print. And in any case
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a letter on an economic problem cannot command very serious attention
when it is preceded by a tirade against the booking clerk of a branch-line
station and followed by angry outbursts against the mathematics paper-
setter at the School Final.

There are however other important and effective ways in which policy-
makers and economists can come closer. Ome is to organise here some-
thing like the London and Cambridge Economic Service. The main func-
tion of this Service is to analyse current statistics and to tell the outside
world the academic economists’ views about the continuing problems
of wages, prices and profits, of output and employment and of the balance
of payments. 'The Service is run by the London School of Economics and
Cambridge University jointly and the periodical reports at present are
mainly the work of a team led by Meade, Paish, T'ress, Austin Robinson
and Stone.

Inter-university cooperation of this type should not be impossible in
other countries. It is necessary perhaps to remember that the London
School of Economics was at first a Fabian reaction to the solidly respectable
Cambridge of Marshall, but that did not prevent close coordination on
matters of common interest. At present the problem has become simpler.
Cambridge and London have come close together ; Cambridge economics
has become more liberal and the Loondon School has become eclectic. It
is interesting to note how frequently Robbins agrees with Robertson and
Austin Robinson with Meade.

One great difficulty in our country will be that of long distances.
. The telephone and the non-stop train have made London and Cambridge
“neighbours ; it will be 2 long time before Calcutta can work in such close
cooperation with Patna or Cuttack. But a place like Calcutta ought to be
able to run an KEconomic Service by itself. The University and the
Colleges and bodies like the Statistical Institute should not find it difficult
to work together and to provide a field for the study of current economic
problems,

In Engiand during the last few years there have grown specialised
research organisations attached to universities. ’'L'here is for example the
Applied Economics Institute at Cambridge ; the Institute of Statistics and
the Agricultural Economics Institute at Oxford are also specialised bodies.
These petform a two-fold function. They undertake the recurrent tasl:: of
intérpreting and improving the factual data available and of drawing policy-
conclusicns therefrom. “The results of their work come out freqm.lently
in the form of bulletins read widely by other economists and cons@ered
carefully by policy-makers at Whitehall. During the war, the studies of
the innumerable small details of rationing and control made by the Oxfor.d
Institute of Statistics were very fully considered by the government economic
advisers and one notes the influence of these studies on the sequence of

legislative provisions on the subject.
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These specialised bodies also perform the task of organising team-
research on planned projects. A large part of the post-graduate reseatch
done directly at the universities is for the purpose of earning degrees, and
is therefore subject to certain obvious limitations. And such research is
most often purely individual. There is no over-all planning for the research
work done at the universities. And it is neither easy nor desirable for
a university to refuse facilities to a student who wants to do a thesis on
the economic postulates of Duns Scotus or on the methodology of seven-
teenth-century economists.

The specialised bodies can fill in the deficiency. They can plan for
research and can set different individuals to work on different sections of
a single problem with full facilities for continuous comparison of results.
In the Indian context, there is an excellent field for such work in regard
to capital formation. On this important matter we know very little and
it is practically impossible for any one individual to undertake a full study.
A government research unit can do the work, but there is no reason why
a team of independent workers should not be able to make a thorough
examination. .

The Gokhale Institute at Poona is perhaps the only body of this type
in India. 'There could easily be some more. These institutions should
be closely connected with the universities but should also have an indepen-
dent power of initiating research and enquiry and of publishing the results
freely. ‘The main difficulty will of course be finance. It is difficult to
visualise any large help from government funds and the universities them-
selves are absolutely poor. The only other alternative will be private,
munificence, but private gifts generally imply the existence of private -
axes to grind. One however notes that the Nuffield grant to Oxford was
unconditional and Calcutta at least has known large benefactions without
any strings. It is difficult to believe that there could not even be three
or four high-grade economic research instituitions in the whole of India.

Another alternative is the Swedish method of bringing academic
economists directly in touch with policy-makers through quasi-government
institutions. It should be remembered that Sweden has been one of the
few countries where academic economists have always played an important
role in policy-making and even in governing. ‘This has partly been due
to the extremely high regard that the Swedish people have for university
professors (Herr Professor can always expect the best room in the hotel—
or at least, could, until the dollar-spenders came in), and also partly to
the other fact that university professors there are often important figures
in political parties. Bertil Ohlin is the leader of the Liberal Party and
may any day become Prime Minister. The great Uppsala economist
Lindahl is the most well-known spokesman of the Socialist Party.

) But these are ouly recent cases. Even when teachers were not politi-
cians, academic opinion was greatly influential in shaping policy. Wicksell
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did not spend all his time developing the theory of the cumulative process
and Cassel was for long the de facto policy-maker in economic matters.
In the early thirties, Sweden was the first country to apply successfully
the anti-cyclical measures which administrators in other countries spurned
as text-book prescriptions.

At the present day, cooperation between academic opinion and policy-
making is secured mainly through bodies like the Konjunkturinstituie.
This is a research organisation working alongside the Finance ministry,
but headed by a university teacher, Erik Lundberg. The link with the
Finance ministry makes it possible for the institute to have full access to
unpublished departmental material and the link with the universities makes
available the work and opinion of teachers and research workers. This
institute has been doing excellent work, Perhaps the most important part
of its work is the annual computation of the potential inflationary (or
deflationary) gap. This computation leads to two figures every year—
one based on the assumption that the improving trends visible in the recent
past will continue and the other on the assumption that the trends will
be reversed. The Riksdag accordingly passes two budgets every year—
the ordinary one based on optimistic assumptions,; and also an emergency
one to be put into operation without further legislation when certain
jpecified index numbers have gone below defined minimum limits.

But then Sweden is a very rich country with a very small population
nd the political stability has been remarkable. The institutional arrange-
1ents possible in such a country may not be immediately practicable in
ndia and it would also be premature to expect here that a government-
nanced research body will be able to speak out strongly against actually
dopted policies. But there should be some immediate prospect for a few
pecialised research bodies associated with universities. On a smaller scale
1e Economics department of every unmiversity should be able to make a
sgular practice of studying current problems and publishing the results
1 the form of periodical bulletins. It should be possible, for example,
) visualise a Calcutta University Economics Bulletin which need not be
very large affair but should be weighty in respect of content. This should
L 10 way prejudice the publication of technical journals like the London
chool Economica. Delhi has made a welcome beginning in this respect
W there are at least four other Universities in India with economics
*partments large and strong enough to provide material for running a
lperior-type journal. Lo

The superior-type journal is however meant only for the initiated.
conomists, like scientists, have also an important social role, and the
inction can be partly discharged by telling the policy-makers what they
¢l and also by telling the makers of the policy-makers. The apparently
spectable but easy argument that economic science is not yet ready for
licy-conclusions is only escapist. Whatever the level of development

10
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of economics as a science, economic policies have to be chosen, and in the
matter of such choice the trained economist should be able to judge some-
what befter than others. 'There is every prospect that his opinions will
go unheeded, but that is absolutely beside the point. It sometimes takes
a long time before the right opinion comes to be accepted, and there is
no presumption in what has been said above that the academic opinion
is necessarily right, The essential point is that if there are people trained
in economic analysis, society has an elementary claim to know what they
are thinking about the actual problems of the day.- And it is perhaps
the basic principle of a good democracy that if you do really have an
opinion, it is your duty to tell everybody about it.

B. D.

Satyagraha';'"‘The Gandhian
Means to Resist Evil

- Nrrisa SN Gurra—Third Year Aris

WESTERNERS have usually translated Satyagraha as passive resistance

—a misleading term which has, in fact, led many to erroneous
impressions. Of the true nature of Satyagraha and the success it is
capable of accomplishing most people are unaware. Contrary to the
popular idea, it is not the means of the weak and the feeble.

There is little passive about this non-violent means of resisting evil,
and, as Mahatma Gandhi himself pointed out, it is active enough.
Satyagraha is a ‘‘positive doctrine of work, organisation, struggle and
resistance”’.

The conception of Satyagraha is based upon the fundamental pro-
position that human nature is essentially good. FEvery man has, in the
inmost core of his heart, a corner of goodness. Whatever man does, this
good aspect of his heart points out to him whether or not his action is
right. Even the most wicked evil-doer hears a voice from within his
heart condemning his action when he is about to do something -wrong.
Mahatma Gandhi put much emphasis on this aspect of human nature
—the “‘inner voice’” as he called it. ‘The presence in human nature of
this inner voice, or the more popular expression ‘conscience’, is a clear
proof of the fundamental goodness of human beings. The true end of
resisting evil, said the Mahatma, is to revive and strengthen this inner
voice of the evil-doer. ‘Those who are in favour of violent resistance are
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wrong in supposing that such kind of resistance permanently drives out
the evil. In reality, however, violent resistance, although it may be
successful at first, seldom succeeds in attaining its proper end in the long
run. If by resistance we are to mean merely putting aside the evil for
a time without thinking of the possibility of its reappearance, there is no
doubt that violent resistance seems to be more effective than non-violent
resistance. But what effect non-violent resistance produces is permanent,
and one need not be afraid of the possibility of the evil being revived. For
non-violent resistance aims at something more than merely subduing the
evil, TIts real "aim is to change the heart of the evil-doer by organised
and non-violent resistance not of the person of the evil-doer, but of that
aspect in his character which causes all evils. This is why the success
which a Satyagrahi attains is not apparent like that of the armed resister.
Although a much delayed one, his success is something abiding and unique.
For he causes a revival in the evil-doer of the inner voice which hence-
forth checks the evil spirit in him.

It would be a mistake to suppose that Satyagraha encourages
a negative feeling of non-resistance and that armed resistance is more
glorious and honourable than Satyagraha. What the Mahatma really laid
stress upon is that every man must resist whatever seems to him to be
evil and harmful. Ninety-nine per cent of the tyrannies of this world
are rendered possible only by the willing or unwilling co-operation of
people. And once this co-operation is withheld, the evil will collapse at
once. What Gandhiji was anxious about was that man must not lack the
courage to give up his life to resist evil-doing. He would have preferred
being killed with sword in hand to ignominious tolerance of oppression.
But as a means of resistance he regarded Satyagraha as superior to violent
resistance. He did not believe in the dangerous doctrine that the end
justifies the means, and was convinced that noble ends must be achieved
through noble means. Satyagraha is the product of a life-long endeavour
for the attainment of Truth, Love and Non-violence.

The old doctrine of non-resistance to evil is a purely spiritual one and
has nothing to do with group conduct except in so far as the individuals
affect it. Satyagraha is “‘both an individual obligation and a social and
political duty”’. “The underlying aim is not violence, coercion or revenge,
but the observance of one’s duty which ‘‘entails the right to refuse _all
c-operation and support to a system which works for one’s degradation
and enslavement”’. And under such circumstances a Satyagral.li must not
be an emotional resister, but he must raise his struggle to a h1ghe_r mor?I
Plane, bearing no falsehood, ill-feeling or violence. He is no believer }n
ton-violence of the old and negative type. But believing, as he does, n
the superiority of Satyagraha to armed resistance he.should make his
Principle active and dynamic and one of unbending resxstar’xce.. He m}lst
bear in mind that his resistance should not cost anybody his limb or life.



4 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

If however necessity arises, the reformer must be prepared to make the
sacrifice himself. His feelings should be more of a physician who is
trying to cure a disease than of a soldier who is fighting the enemy. ‘The
struggle of a Satyagrahi is against the evil-doing and not against the evil-
doer. Thus Satyagraha cannot be called dishonourable or inglorious,
when we see that in respect of ideology it is far superior to the method
of bloody violence.

Vet Satyagraha is, strangely enough, considered by many as im-
practicable and utopian and the absence of its example in history is put
forth as an argument in favour of the view. Undoubtedly Satyagraha,
as conceived and applied by Mahatma Gandhi, was something non-existent
in history, although isolated examples of non-violent resistance are not
lacking, But all the doctrines and theories that we apply cannot be
traced back to the dim past. Most have their birth somewhere in history.
If men of the 18th century refused to abolish slavery, simply because
history does not record any such abolition, there would have been nothing
more shameful and ridiculous. And now shall we cease to apply
Satyagraha in personal, national and international fields on the ground
that examples of such a movement are absent in history?

The world is to-day lumbering towards a great crisis and it is clear
that if it is to be averted, sharpening the instruments of destruction is an
ineffective means. Most men to-day do not want war, and yet they fail
to raise their voice against the incessant war preparations, because they
are afraid to stand against the arms of the war-mongering people. It is
thus that ‘‘the vicious circle, created by violence and hate keeps on
spreading its wide net’’. If this is to be broken, it can only be done by
an organised Satyagraha movement. Those who wage war will no doubt
try to tyrannize over ourselves and we must be prepared for sacrifice.
If six hundred Satyagrahis resist evil, they will be killed or imprisoned.
If six thousand do the same, they will also have the same fate. But if
six hundred thousand people arfe prepared to give up their lives to resist
the tyrant, saying, ‘“You might kill us, but there shall be an end of all
this,”” what will be the result? Maybe, some will be killed or put to
prison. But something more is bound to happen. For such a wonderful
resistance will undoubtedly change the heart of the evil-doer, and this
will be for the better. The results achieved so far by Satyagraha have
been startling. The successes achieved in Champaran, Bardoli and Kaira
and in the three great all-India movements against oppression and
tyranny are also pointing to the immense promise of Satyagraha. And
is it not time that we give up the beastly practice of violent resistance
and be comvinced that ‘‘not by hate, but by love alone can hate be
overcome, and not by violence, but by non-violence can violence be
overcome’’ ? '




In Praise of Shalcespeare

PrasrAD KUMAR BASU—Fifth Year Arts

EATS said that the poetry of earth is never dead. I realised it first

on reading five Shakespeare plays. There is poetry not only when
Arie] brings the crew of the wrecked ship on shore, or Orlando seeks
Rosalind, or Hamlet plans for the murder of his uncle, but also when Lear
goes out mad in the tempest and lightning—when bleak winds howl and
rains drop down on the earth. Indeed life itself is poetry and is full of
music. Shakespeare has proved it to be so.

But Shakespeare is dead these three hundred years or so. Are these
centuries completely barren from the point of view of literary creation?
Or, what is the secret of Shakespeare’s appeal? What is it that makes
Shakespeare endure as the supreme dramatist of the world? ‘I‘'he answer
is that he was a great gemius. Besides being a dramatist, he was a poet ;
and besides being a poet, he was a philosopher. He was as much a king
as he was his messenger ; he was as much a lover as he was 2 man. Thus
he could speak through Prospero and Caliban at the same time ; through
Lear and the fool in the same play ; through Rosalind and Adam ; through
Hamlet and the gravedigger. Shakespeare could produce the evil and the
good simultaneously, the beauty and the beast in the same scratch of his
pen. Thus he could produce Desdemona and Goneril side by side, Kent
and Edmund in the same play, Cordelia and Emilia together—of course
in different plays.

Shakespeare combines all the qualities that make literature living.
He combines wisdom to understand and charity to forgive human frailties.
Gaiety, lightheartedness, laughter, pity, tears, passion are all his. Sunrise
and sunset, the beauty of the dawn as also that of the dusk are also his.
His work has the ease and careless grace of all masterpieces. And above
all, it is charming to the ear. As Ben Jonson truly said, ‘‘Shakespeare
Wes not of an age, but of all time’’, and he knew what he was talking
about ;

“The rest may reason and welcome ; ’tis we musicians know”’.

% w ® * *

Although T began with the Tempest yet it is better to be chronologica’l.
None of the five plays belong to the first two periods of Shakesp.eare s
treative age, As Vou Like It was composed in 1599, when the period of
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maturity was just beginning ; and Hamlet, Julius Caesar and Twelfth
Night were all of this period. With Othello began the fourth period,
when Shakespeare was writing with the very edge of his creative razor
and composed the highest themes of tragedy, such as Macbeth, King
Lear, Antony and Cleopatra. ‘The Tempest was his last work written in
that serene and blessed mood in which affections gently led him on.

Shakespeare’s plots are great. Not that they are great in length and
breadth, but in their simplicity, having a beginning, a middle and an end.
As You Like It is a simple and essential plot. T'wo undeclared lovers
meet; Rosalind and Orlando ; Rosalind in disguise challenges Orlando to
woo her as his mistress ; when Rosalind is assured of his affection, she
discloses herself and all ends happily. And Shakespeare has set his plot in
such environments of men and nature that it takes us far from the real
theme of the play. We relish the green-wood drama in the Forest of
Arden when the Duke and his men live like the old Robin Hood of
England. Some say that As You Like It is a comedy of dialogue: to
‘some, it is rather a comedy of incident. “T'o me, it is a beautiful love story,
a most adorable play of boyhood, in those days not second even to the
Tempest, in terms of colour, if I may so put it. The play is ‘As You
Like It’, a woodland play treated courtly wise or a courtly play treated
woodland wise. ' '

Besides, what beautiful characterisation comes out of this little play!
In Rosalind, character and situation cannot be dissociated. Love and wit
are the two traits of her character—thus she is unique among Shakes-
peare’s women, Her fancy catches fire from feeling, and rises in brilliant
coruscation. This is the peculiar quality of her wit. But in As You
Like It, Shakespeare improving on Lodge, invented Jacques and Touch-
stone. Both are piquantly out of place, while most picturesquely in
place. 'Their removal would entirely alter the composition of the play.
Jacques is a foil to half the other characters—to the Duke in his melancholy,
to the lovers in his philosophy and to Touchstone in his humour. He
could suck melancholy out of a song. ‘He sees life in its mean, ludicrous
and pathetic aspects. All the same, Jacques shines bright against the
artistic contrast of T'ouchstonian humours and witticism. Indeed, the
dullness of the fool was the whetstone of his wits. With what a whoop
of delight the one critic harps on the other!

Jacques. A; fool, a fool! I met a fool in the forest,
A motley fool ; a miserable world!
As I do live by food, I met a fool ;

. . - -

O noble fool! A worthy fool !
Motley’s the only wear. (II, vii)



IN PRAISE OF SHAKESPEARE 17

Jacques moralises in detachment and Touchstone eomments and plays the
fool. ‘As all is mortal in mnature, so all nature in love is mortal
in folly’. Thus Touchstone, whom Jacques addressed as ‘Know-
ledge-illinhabited’, blushes out in Shakespeare’s hand as the running
commentator of tlie whole As You Like It.

Above all, to my mind, as perhaps Quiller-Couch mentioned, As You
Like It is less 8 comedy of dramatic event than a playful fantastic criticism
of life. The woodland life, exempt from public haunt, ‘finds tongues in
trees, books in running brooks, sermons in stones and good in every-
thing!” How sad and bad and mad it was, though sweet! Rosalind’s
statement that ‘men have died for time to time and worms have eaten
them, but not for love !’ sounds buoyant and somewhat unshakespearean.
But the philosophy of Jacques sounds true specially ds it is served in
detachment far from the madding crowds of ignoble strife. Indeed, this
world is a stage and we, all men and women, are merely actors—who in
their turn play seven acts for the seven stages of our hfe But in Shakes-
peare’s gentle mockery at Touchstone

Invest me in my motley : give me leave

To speak my mind, and I will through and through
Cleanse the foul body of the infected world

If they will patiently receive my medicine. (II, vii)

Jacques rises to a height, where he turns out the forerunner of later Hamlet.

* . *® &*® &

For the mass of readers and of playgoers, Hamlet has no rival in
Shakespeare’s works :

Rightly to be great

Is not to stir without great argument
But greatly to find quarrel in 4 straw
When honour’s at the stake,

Herein lies the key to Hamlet’s character. He is a young man of noble
breeding, educated in Wittenberg University, the best of its kind.
Naturally he is generous and brave, though thoughtful and sensitive. He
is 2 man, we must take him for all in all, for, we shall not look upon his
like again. Vet at the bar of a false criticism, he too is made guilty
of the catastrophe. But Shakespeare, who watched his hero as he saw
him being drawn into the gulf, passed no judgment. Hamlet is presented
Wwith a choice, which is impossible. His mother’s faithlessness has given
him cause for deep unrest and melancholy : he distrusts human nature and
longs for death. Then the murder is made known to him.

Hamlet. The time is out of joint. O cursed spite,
That ever I was born to set it right. (I, v).
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He sees the_reality beneath the plausible face of things, and thenceforth
the Court of Elsinore becomes for him a theatre where all powers of the
universe were contending : but he -can not escape since the Ghost advises
Hamlet to ‘murder and revenge and yet not to taint thy mind’—the touch
is characteristically Shakespearean. Thus his nobility and generosity are
in sharp conflict with the very idea of murder and slaughter. He turns
mad as the sea and the wind, when both contend which is the mightier.

Hamlet. O that this too too solid (sullied) flesh would melt,
Thaw and resolve itself into a dew!
Or that the Everlasting had not fixed
His canon ’gainst self-slaughter. O God! O God!
How weary, stale, flat and unprefitable
Seem to me all the uses of this world!
Fie on it! ah fie! ’tis an unweeded garden
That grows to seed ;

But break, my heart, for I must hold my tongue ! (I, ii)
It is against this mirror that we have to analyse the actions and contem.-
plations of Hamlet—his ‘‘unpractical temperament”’——the portrait of a
dreamer. He kills Polonius on the spur of the moment and when he finds
his mistake, brushes it aside like a fly, to return to the main business.
Before murdering his uncle, he is all through trying to convince himself
of the King’s guilt. ‘Thus he is hesitant even at the last minute, when be
actually stabs the King. And though his own life is taken by treachery,

his task is accomplished, now that the story of murder cannot be buried
in his grave.

Hamlet. I am very proud, revengeful and ambitious, with
more offences at my back than I have thoughts
to put them in, imagination to give them shape,
or time to act them in. (III, i)

Hamlet is great because its appeal' is undying. It is in Hamlet that
we find the greatest drama of character. But it is an untrue assumption
that his character is the chief cause of dramatic situation. It is we who
are Hamlet. When once we are caught in the rush of events we judge
him no more than we judge ourselves. Thus although the plot in Hamlet
can scarcely come upto nature, yet it has the vital ‘spark’, which we
all possess and whose expression we all feel at different turns of our life.
It is this humanistic touch of Shakespeare that makes his characters live.
Hamlet is one of the few world characters, ]ust as Shakespeare’s works are
one of the few ‘“‘world-books”,
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But Hamlet is pre-eminently a tragedy of thought. What Hamlet
does is of little importance: nothing that he can do would avert the
tragedy, or lessen his own agony. It is not by what he does that he
appeals to us, but by what he sees and feels. It is the most “‘contem-
plative” of Shakespeare’s plays. ‘The questions that confront Hamlet
pethaps knock for answer at every heart.

To be, or not to be, that is the question ;
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of trouble
And by opposing end them ?

But if to die is to sleep, then in that sleep. of death, dreams may come
and disturb the spirit. And if there is a divinity that shapes our ends,
then it is futile to regulate it. What a piece of work is man ! how noble
in reason : how express and admirable in action: how like an angel in
apprehension : how like a god, the beauty of the world ; the paragon of
animals. And yet to Hamlet, what is this quintessence of dust? Man
delights him not. He is in a pessimistic mood and imagines that to be
honest is to be one picked out of ten thousand. But he is generous and
passionate. Although occasionally he is overcome with sentiments, yet
there is a tragic touch of gentleness in his replies towards his uncle and
bis mother : ““What is the reason that you use me thus: I loved you ever
but it is no matter”’ (V, i). Again, just before the sword-play, Hamlet
retorts to such sentimentalism by repeating these words to Horatio ; ‘“‘But
thou wouldst not think how ill all’s here about my heart, but it is no
matter.”’ Indeed, these are things fundamental, things that touch all, that
termanently interest mankind.

* & * # #*

But Othello, unlike Hamlet, is a drama of destiny and not one of
character, Othello is the least introspective of Shakespeare’s characters.
His own account of himself is true :

A man not easily jealous, but being wrought
Perplexed in the extreme.

There is not another of Shakespeare’s plays, which is so white hot with
imagina\tion, so free from doubtful or extraneous matter, and so perfectly
welded as Othello. ‘The noblest qualities of his mind are the instruments
of his crucifiction.

0, beware, my lord, of jealousy

It is the green-eyed monster, which doth mock

The meat it feeds on; (I, iii)
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Thus jealousy is the central theme of Othello, just as ingratitude is the .
central theme of King Lear:

Lear. Ingratitude, thou marble hearted fiend

More hideous when thou show’st thee in a child ; (I, iv)
Lear. Filial Ingratitude!

Is it not as this mouth should tear this hand

Fgr lifting food to it?

But the difference is that in Othello, it is ‘‘destiny” which is shaped by
character that is important. In the first two acts, everything that follows
kelps to raise Othello to the top of admiration. Scene follows scene, and in
every one of them, it might be said, Shakespeare is making his task more
hopeless. But at last, he invents Iago, the embodiment of the ‘“‘motive-
hunting of a motiveless malignity’’, whom even luck favoured at every
step of his purpose. Even upto the very last, Othello trembles and
shudders that:

If she be false, O,‘ then heaven mock itself !
T’ll not believe it.

Is it then true to say that in Othello, character is destiny? Othello is
not a jealous man. It is not jealousy but the wreck of his faith and love
from where the feeling gushes out. ‘The temptation attacks Othello on
his blind side. His unquestioning faith in- Desdemona is his life ; what if
his faith fail him? He knows nothing of those dark corners of the mind,
where passions germinate. ‘The man who comes to him is one, whom he
has always accepted for the soul of honesty and good comradeship—a
trusted fijend and familiar, quite disinterested, highly experienced in human
life, all honour and devotion and delicacy—for so Iago appeared. He
should bave struck Iago at the bare hint, as he smote the turban’d Turk in
Aleppo. But Iago gives his victim no chance for indignation. Any one
who would take the measure of Shakespeare’s almost superhuman skill
when he rises to meet a difficulty, should read the Third Act of Othello.
The quickest imagination ever given to man is there on its mettle and
racing. There is a horrible kind of reason on Othello’s side when e
pbermits Iago to speak. He knew and believed Iago ; Desdemona was a
fascinating stranger. Her unlikeness to himself was a part of her attrac-
tion ; his only tie to her was the tie of instinct and faith.

Ah, what a dusty answer gets the soul
When hot for certainties in this our life!

Once he begins to struggle with thought, he is shipwrecked and is in
the labyrinth of the monster and the day is lost. But if Othello is simple
as a hero, Desdemona is simple as a saint. T'o the end, she simply can
not believe that things are beyond recovery by the power of loveN Thus
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smplicity and purity of these two characters give to Jago the material
of his craft, who has been enthroned as a kind of evil God. But Shakes-
peare flinchies at nothing. There is a strange sense of triumph even in
this appalling close. Jago was hoisted with his own petard and the
avalanche, which he created by putting fire to the mines of sulphur, caught
him too at the end. Xnavery’s plain face is never seen till used.

Thus we are not left with an utter sense of waste and frustration.
Othello and Desdemona must suffer for their greatness. In life they suffer
silently. In Shakespeare’s art they wear their crown. Act of death turns
out to become the act of sacrifice—where evil is chastised and the good
comes out in triumph.

* * * * *

With King Lear, perhaps, this tragic course is completed. In Hamlet,
the force of evil is active and sinister, though still the prevailing note
is weakness of character. Othello gives us, if I may so put it, Shakespeare’s
earliest creation of a character wholly evil, and at the same time Iago’s
victim is blameless—human weakness is no longer allowed to share the
responsibility with heaven. King Lear carries us right to the edge of the
abyss, for here horror is piled upon horror and pity on pity, to make the
greatest monument of human misery and despair in the literature of the
world ; and ome purpose of this tremendous catastrophic play was un-
doubtedly to bring home to those who watched it the terror of life and
the unspeakable depths of man’s brutality. ‘T'o hold a mirror up to nature!

Yet Shakespeare the inquisitor is only part of the story. Strangely
and wonderfully, there is Shakespeare the lover to be reckoned with too.
This then is the secret of his technique. He kept all along that tragic
balance between truth and beauty, between inexorable judgment and
divine compassion—which was at once a supreme spiritual achievement
and a triumph of dramatic technique. Finally, his victory was the victory
for the whole human race. King Lear is a piece of exploration, more
dearly won than that of a Shackleton or an Einstein ; for while they
have enlarged the bounds of human knowledge, Lear has revealed the
human spirit as of greater sublimity than we could otherwise have dreamed.

King Lear combines the method of Hamlet with that of Othello. It
is at once a drama of character and a drama of destiny. Lear is a king
‘more sinned against than sinning’. Lear has sinned, so that the. play is
not a picture of goodness overwhelmed by evil but also of an irascible old
tyrant, spoiled by a long life of uncontrolled and immoderate use of' power,
lising through the discipline of humiliation and disaster to a height un-
equalled elsewhere in Shakespeare. Gloucester’s cry.

As flies to wanton boys‘, so we to .Gods,
They kill us for their sport, v, i)
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is perhaps the moral of the play and there is much to support it. Lear
invokes the heavens against filial ingratitude, but instead, the heavens
join together with the two pernicious daughters to chastise him. At every
turn, destiny pursues him as with hatred until we feel that we are merely
helpless puppets in the hands of our fate. But in the final and terrible
scene, when Lear enters with Cornelia dead in his arms, we can not think
of him as a fly or a puppet. What the meaning of Life may be, we know
no more than before, but we marvel at the greatness of man and at
what man can endure. Lear is like an eternal and sublime symbol of the
majesty of humanity, of the victory of spirit over the worst that fate
can do against it. ILear cries out—

O, Lear, Lear, Lear,
Beat at this gate, that let thy folly in
And thy dear judgment out—

even though he is on the brink of incipient madness.

And there is something more. The Iear that dies is not a Lear deflant,
but a Lear redeemed. ‘The tempestuous old despot has now no claim
except for forgiveness and no desire except for love. And as we turn
our eyes from a scene too terrible and pitiable to be endured, is it our
weakness or a hint of the Truth that brings back to us words uttered
by ILear himself on the way to prison just before?

Upon such sacrifices, my Cordelia,
The gods themselves throw incense. (V, iii)

# % % % %

Men will discuss the meaning of Shakespeare’s tragedies to the end
of time ; as they will discuss the meaning of the umniverse, for the two
meanings are the same. XHis messages are many. ‘Truth and beauty are
the eternal tenets of his faith. “In King Lear Shakespeare succeeded in
showing Truth, at its bleakest and most terrifying, as Beauty ; in the
Tempest he succeeded in showing Beauty, at its serenest, most magical
and most blessed, as Truth.” Good can not be finally overwhelmed by
evil in ‘Shakespeare’s hands, for, after all, :

The Gods are just and of our present vices ,
Make instruments to plague us—(Lear. V, iii)

““I'his is the excellent foppery of the world that when we are sick in
fortune—often the surfeit of our own behaviour—we make guilty of our

disasters the sun, the moon and the stars’’. But in the end, the wheel
is come full circle,
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Another certain message of his tragedies is his views of life and
death.

Glou. Alack, Alack the day—
Lear. When we are born, we cry that we are come
To this great stage of fools. (Lear. IV, vi)

The fool does think he is wise, but the wiseman knows himself to be a
fool. So some time we shall weep out, the rest we shall whistle. After all,
Lear and Cordelia are ‘“‘not the first, who with their best meaning have
incurred the worst””. We can but bear free and patient thoughts.

Men must endure
Their going hence, even as their coming hither
Ripeness is all; Come. (Lear. V, ii).

“There’s a special providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now,
it’s to come ; if it be not to come, it will be now ; if it be not now, yet it
will come ; the readiness is all ; since no man has aught of what he leaves
what is’'t to leave betimes’’? (Hamlet. V, ii). Herein lies the profoundest
philosophy of Shakespeare. Nothing is certain. Shakespeare has no solu-
tion to offer, but he gives us something far greater. He has fashioned
a mirror of art in which, more successfully than any man before or since,
he has caught the whole of life and focussed it to one intense and burning
point of terror and beauty. And in so doing he found salvation. But
although life is burnt to ashes, yet the soul survives—which is immortal
and eternal. )
Ham. Why what should be the fear?

I do not set my life at a pin’s fee ;

And for my soul, what can it do to that

Being a thing immortal as itself? (I, iv)

* *® & £ e

"

In the Tempest, ‘‘the burthen of the mystery

the heavy and the weary weight
Of all this unintelligible world,

is growing ever lighter as
that serene and blessed mood
In which affections gently led him on

became more and more habitual. There is no more wonderful description
of poetic ecstasy in all poetry than this passage of Wordsworth ; and
there is no better illustration of its truth than the Tempest. Wordsworth
explains the last plays of Shakespeare, and the last plays lend to Words-
vortl’s lines the force of a mew revelation. Prospero’s charms work on
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the men of the island so strongly that Ariel wants now to befriend them
and asks his master if he thinks fit to set them free. And Prospero replies:

And mine shall,
Hast thou, (which are but air), a touch, a feeling
Of their afflictions and shall not myself,
One of their kind, that relish all as sharply,
Passion as they, be kindlier mov’d than thou art?
Though with their high wrongs I am struck to the quick
Yet with my nobler reason ’gainst my fury
Do I take part; the rarer action is '
In virtue than in vengeance ; they being penitent
The sole drift of my purpose doth extend
Not a frown further :

All this is Shakespeare’s mellowness. It is Wiere thdit we are in a realm
beyond reason or belief ; we are sharing iy the beatific vision of the
grentest of all drametic posts,

While with an eye made quiet by the power

Of harmony and the deep power of joy,

We see into the life of things.

The Tempest altogether transcends the aim and scope of its predecessors.
For what is the enchanted island but Life itself—it is life seen in. the
mirror of ripe dramatic art, life seen
not as in the hour

Of thoughtless youth : but hearing oftentimes

The still sad music of humanity

Nor harsh nor grating ; though of ample power

To chasten and subdue.

It is Life as Shakespeare himself sees it with his ‘‘recovered’’ vision.
Once it was in the domain of a foul witch, but now beneath the sway of
a magician, who has banished fear from it.

Be not afeared, the isle is full of noiges,

Sounds and sweet airs that give delight and hurt not ;

Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments

Will hum about mine ears ; and sotnetimes voices

That if I then had waked after long sleep

Will make me sleep again—

How like that is to Wordsworth in feeling, how unlike in expression : and
it is, wonder of wonders, Caliban who says it,

What then is Prospero who works these marvels? He reminds us
of Lear—but a happier Lear with his Cordelia to share his banishment.
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There is too much of Shakespeare himself in him ; and I have no doubt
that the dismissal of Ariel and the lines:

I’'ll break my staff,
Bury it certain fathoms in the earth,
And deeper than did ever plummet sound
I’'ll drown my book—

are his hinted farewell to the theatre.

If Prospero be Shakespeare then Ariel is Shakespeare’s poetic imagina-
tion, and the Tempest is the play on the life of Shakespeare. Indeed,
the very turning point of the play, that is the conversion from the thought
of revenge to the thoughts of pity and forgiveness, is not only the turning
point of Shakespeare’s life but it is also the turning point of all Shakes-
pearean tragedies. Did he really discover that life and tragedy were the
same, as Dover Wﬂson says he did?

And yet this conversion of thought is prompted not by moral or
rehglous consideration but by poetic imagination. And the apocalyptic
vision of the universe to which he gives utterance at the end of his masque
(in the Tempest) what is it but an interpretation of Life as a sublime
dramatic poem ?

Be cheerful, sir;
Our revels now are ended. 'These our actors,
As I foretold you, were all spirits, and
Are melted into air, into thin air ;
And like the baseless fabric of this vision,
The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great globe itself,
Vea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve
And like this unsubstantial pageant faded
T,eave not a rack behind ; we are such stuff
As dreams are made on ; and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep.

In all the work of Shakespeare there is nothing more like himself
than these quiet words of parting—‘‘Be cheerful, sir ; our revels now are
ended.”

Vet they are not ended. ‘“Thou wast not born for death, immortal
poet”’; and the generations who have come after him and have read his
books, and have loved him with an unalterable personal affection, must
each, as they pass the way that he went, pay him their tribute of praise.
His monument is still a living, a “‘feasting presence’’—as Raleigh phrases
it—full of light. Now three centuries and a half have passed since King
Lear was written ; and we still rub our eyes, and wonder and render thanks,
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ROF. HUMAYUN KABIR has truly remarked: ‘““The story of India’s
civilization is the story of synthesis and assimilation.” So iinmense
was the assimilative potentiality of the old Indian civilization that the
earlier invaders of the country—the Greeks, the Scythians, the Parthians
and the Huns were all, within a few generations of their settlement,
absorbed within the fold of her population and completely lost their
identity. It was because of the stubborn vitality of the ancient Indian
civilization that this blending of races in our country did not lead to that
intellectual and moral deterioration, which is found among the ‘crecles’
of what was once Spanish America,

But it did not happen so with the Muslim invaders of India. The
advent of the Turko-Afghan invaders was not a mational migration, like
that of the Scythians, the Huns or the Yuehchi tribes. Even after they
settled down in this country, the Muslim ruling classes looked to their
native lands for culture and civilization, and several centuries they
retained this extra-Indian direction of their hearts. Their social and
religious ideas also differed fundamentally from those of the Hindus.
Islam, in practice, if not in theory, is a finely monotheistic or aggressive
religion where no virtue is attached to ‘tolerance or moderation. It cannot
compromise with polytheism or admit plurality of deities. Hence the
absorption of the Muslims in the fold of Hinduism by recognizing ‘Allah’
as one of the numerous incarnations of ‘Vishnw’ and ‘Muhammad’ as an
inspired sage was impossible. In respect of religion or culture the Muslim
invaders were not so backward as the Scythians or the Huns. The
Islamic social structure based upon the stern principles of social equality
of all believers and social humiliation of all non-believers could hardly
reconcile itself with the caste-ridden Hindu society, divided into artificial
watertight compartments. The political relations between the two com-
munities were often characterized by bitter strife. Another important thing
which prevented the fusion of the conquerors and the conquered was that,
from the thirteenth century onward to the middle of the sixteenth, the
Muslim state and society retained their original military character and
the ruling classes lived in isolated and well-protected urban areas like
armed camps in the land. As Sir Jadunath has observed, ‘“‘down to the
time of Akbar the Muslim settlers of India used to be in the land but
not of it”’. For this spirit of non-co-operation, which prevailed for a long
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time, the Hindus themselves were also to blame. From the eighth to the
tenth centuries A.D., the fluid elements of Hindu society were being
poured into a mould where they acquired permanent rigidity for all time
to come. A passion to revert to the pristine purity. of blood was noticed
everywhere. In the 11th century A.D., as the famous scholar and
historian Al-beruni (who is renowned for his impartial estimation of
Hindu civilization) tells us, the Hindus wished to live in complete
isolation from other nations of the earth, whom they called ‘Mlechhas’
and regarded as definitely inferior to themselves." The religious aversion
of the Hindus was naturally strengthened by occasional attempts at
forced conversion and destruction of temples and idols on the part of the
Muslim invaders. )

Yet whenever two types of civilization come into close contact with
each other for centuries, both are bound to be influenced mutually. 'Thus
through long association, the growth of the numbers of the converted
Muslim community, and the inffuence of several liberal movements in
India, ‘““the Hindus and the Muslims came to imbibe each other’s thoughts
and customs, and beneath the ruffled surface of storm and stress there
flowed a genial current of mutual harmony and toleration in different
spheres of life’”’. Sir John Marshall has aptly remarked that ‘‘seldom in
the history of mankind has the spectacle been witnessed of two civilizations
so vast and so strongly developed, yet so radically dissimilar as the
Muslim and the Hindu meeting and mingling together. The very
contrasts which existed between them, the wide divergences in their
cultures and their religions make the history of their impact peculiarly
instructive’’.  ‘The Sultanate of Delhi did not lead this movement for
collaboration. It was left to the Hindu and the Muslim masses and some
enlightened provincial governors like Zainul Abidin of Kashmir and
Hussain Shah of Bengal to take the initiative in this matter.

We shall first study the results of this Islamic impact in the political
sphere. The Muslim domination over India continued for a period of
nearly five hundred years and so we might have expected many important
changes in the political field. Unfortunately, however, no big funda-
mental changes took place in India during this period. The 'I‘urko-Afg}.lan
state which was established here was a completely feudal state, possessing
all the evil features of such an andrchical system. Some historians h.ave
found in the rise (towards the end of the [4th century A.D.) of various
local states like Bijapur, Orissa, Bengal, Mewar and Vijaynagar the
beginnings of modern national system. But the word ‘national’ has a
definite historical connotation,—nationalism being inextricably connected
with the growth of capitalist society—and it can hardly be us?d to
describe the character of these states. They did not even ?over in all
cases some definitely homogeneous linguistic groups. The rise of these
states rather demonstrates the temporary triumph of the spirit of local

12
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independence, which has always tried to manifest itself in the body-
politic of India.

In spite of a religious belief in the brotherhood of Islam the early
Muslims were classbound and feudal in outlook. In matters of local
administration they followed the policy of minimum interference, and in
respect of the central government no comprehensive scheme of administra.
tion was evolved before the time of Sher Shah. Both Sher Shah and
Akbar tried to effect a coalescence between the ancient Hindu and
Muslim ideals and thus strike a new administrative synthesis. In some
important spheres of administration like the revenue system, the police
system and the village administration, the old Hindu pattern was followed,
but foreign elements predominated in the organisation of the royal court,
the higher officlaldom and the bureaucracy. The very arrangement of the
departments, church-policy, taxation and even the titles of nobles and
officials were borrowed from outside India. The provincial administration
was also based on the Perso-Saracen model. This scheme of administra-
tion was adopted almost in its entirety by all of Akbar’s successors and
some of its salient features were copied even by the British rulers of India.
An independent potentate like Sivaji, who was a life-long enemy of the
Mughals, did not hesitate to copy Akbar’s system.

Employment of the Hindus in important administrative offices was
a necessity of the Muslim rule in India. Besides retaining the existing
machinery of local administration, the Hindu headmen and accountants of
the villages, the Muslim state had to employ a large number of Hindus in
key-posts of administration. Even in the army of the idol-breaker
Mahmud of Ghazni, there was a large number of Hindu archers under
a Hindu commander named Tilok. The Arab rulers of Sind as well as
the so-called slave rulers of Delhi retained the Hindu staff of the previous
Hindu rulers, familiar with the work of civil administration. In the
Turko-Afghan period we come across the names of several prominent
officials like Medini Rai of Chanderi in Malwa and Purandar Khian, Rup
and Sanitan in Bengal. Many of the Muslim rulers took the advice of
the Brahman legists on the administration of Hindu law, and Brahman
astrologers helped in the performance of their general functions. Their
coins were also struck by Hindu goldsmiths, On the other hand, the
Vijaynagar emperors employed Muslims in their military service since the
days of Deva Ray II. Hamir Deva of Ranthambhor gave shelter to a
rebel chief of Alauddin at the risk of incurring the Sultan’s wrath. The
Rajput hero Rana Sanga was chivalrous enough to respect the independence
of his vanquished foe Mahmud II of Malwa. Many of the Muslim rulers
were very popular with their Hindu subjects. Sultan Zainul Abidin of
Kashmir anticipated Akbar in his pro-Hindu and liberal policy. The
Muslim subjects of Ibrahim Adil Shiah of Bijapur described him as
‘Jagadguru’ for his patronage of the Hindus in his state, The Hindus
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also went perilously near to making an ‘avatar’ of the emperor Akbar. -
The whole Mughal empire was built upon the solid support of the Rajput
princes and soldiers, who did not hesitate even to sacrifice their lives in
its cause. Akbar sent Man Singh of Ambar to fight Rana Pratiap Singh
while Aurangzeb sent Sawai Jai Singh,—when all his Muslitu generals
failed him—to check Sivaji. In the early days of his rule even
Aurangzeb had a Hindu minister named Raghunath. Persian was the
language used in all official records. The same Mughal coins cir-
culated throughout the whole of India. Officials and soldiers were
frequently transferred from one province to another. The native of one
province was not quite alien to another. Traders and travellers passed
most easily from city to city, ‘subah’ to ‘subah’, and all realised the
imperial oneness of this vast country. Even outside Mughal territory
proper their system of administration, court etiquette and monetary types
were borrowed by the neighbouring Hindu ‘rijas’. In some native states
of Rajputana and Malwa, as late as the thirties of the 20th century the
official language was Urdu and the Persian script was used in the state-
records instead of Devanagari.

In the economic sphere, the Islamic impact produced very little
changes, if the increased momentum of commercial enterprise is ignored.
The conquerors did not disturb, even in the slightest degree, the existing
productive organisation of the country. This continued as before and all
the people—Hindus, Muslims or others—fitted into it.

But the Muslim conguest of India meant a restoration of India’s
touch with the outer world, which had been established in the early
Buddhistic age but was lost with the growth of conservatism in Hindu
society. 'This meant the revival of an Indian navy and India’s sea-borne
trade both of which had been destroyed with the decline of the Palas in
the north and the Cholas in the south. The Muslim conquest restored
India’s touch with the rest of Asia and the nearest parts of Africa at the
end of the 12th century but with a difference. The Hindus no longer
went outside. Only many thousands of foreigners poured into India and
some Indian Muslims went abroad every year. In the Mughal period
was a great revival of foreign trade and commerce both by land afnd sea.
Through the passes of the Afghan frontier the stream of population and
trade flowed into India from Bokhara, Samarqand, Balkh, Khorasan,
Khwarizm and Persia, because Afghanisthan belonged to the ruler of
Delhi as late as 1739. ‘Through the Bolan Pass lay the trade route
between Multan and Qandahar and along this route as many as ,14090
camel loads of merchandise passed every year in the reign of Jahangir.
Another trade route lay from Lahore to Kabul. The main seapor’-cs of
India were Xahori Bandar in Sind ; Surat, Broach and Cambay in Gujrat ;
Bassein, Chaul, Goa, Calicut and Cochin on the Malabar and Negapatam
and Masulipatam on the eastern coast, and Satgaon, Sripur, Sonargaon and
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Chittagong in Bengal. From these ports ships laden with indigo, cotton
textile, pepper, opium and other drugs, sailed for Ceylon, Sumatra, Java,
Siam and even China. 'T'he main articles of import were bullion, horses,
metals, ivory, precious stones, velvet, brocades, perfumes and African
slaves. The Mughals also developed a strong navy, which kept the
Portuguese, the Mug and the Arakanese pirates in check in the Arabian
Sea and the Bay of Bengal and which also took some part in trade and
commerce, as the author of ‘Ain-i-Akbari’ informs us. Towards the end
of Akbar’s reign India was opened up to Europe by the activities of the
Portuguese and Dutch traders. This was a part of the bigger movement
towards linking up the different continents of the world. ‘The Muham-
madans were the only foreign traders of India if we leave out the few
‘FEuropean sojourners in the land.

In agriculture, however, which was the main occupation of the people
of Mughal India, there were no changes either in the implements and
methods of production or in the agricultural organisation (except the
introduction of some new plants like tobacco and sweet potato and some
new fruits like grapes and musk melons) and the flourishing external trade
did not bring about any amelioration in the conditions of the masses.

In the social sphere there were many important changes. The
coming of Islam and of a considerable number of people from outside with
different ways of living and thought affected the age-old fixed beliefs and
the rigid social structure of the Hindus. A foreign conquest with all its
evils has one advantage ; it widens the mental horizon of the people and
compels them to look out of their shells.

After the first shock of conquest was over, Hindus and Muslims
began to live side by side not so much in the village areas, where supersti-
tions were deep-rooted and the Hindu caste-system was rigid, but in the
urban and semi-urban localities. But before long, the two communities made
a gradual and hardly conscious approach towards each other’s thoughts
and ways of life, As of old, India was unconsciously relating to the new
situation, trying to absorb the foreign element and herself changing some-
what in the process. Several intercommunal marriages between the
ruling members of the two communities helped this rapproachment and
some again were the result of it. Firuz Shah ‘Tughlug’s mother Niladevi
was a Hindu woman of low origin. So also was the mother of
Ghiyasuddin Tughluq. In the south a Muslim ruler of Gulbarga—Firuz
Shah by name (1397-1422)—married a Hindu princess of Vijaynagar with
great pomp and ceremony. All the big Mughal rulers from Akbar to
Aurangzeb had one or more Hindu wives. Jahangir himself was born of
a Hindu queen and so also was Khasru. Akbar deliberately followed a
policy of matrimonial alliances with the important Rajput royal houses
for securing their friendship and active support. Such intercommunal
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marriages though rare among the masses and often looked with suspicion
d%d' much to soften the acrimonious differences between the two commu-
I.JltleS and assist the imbibing of each other’s customs. In the villages both
inter-communal marriages and community-dinners were rare, but the life
of the majority of the population had a much more corporate and joint
basis. The village Muslims, who were almost invariably Hindu converts,
were bred in and surrounded by the old traditions and this was a large
factor making for Hindu-Muslim unity. Thus there grew up numerous
commop traits of life, common habits and ways of living and common
tastes in music, painting and architecture as well as in food and dress.
They spoke the same dialect, lived in more or less the same manner and
faced identical economic problems. Festivals and celebrations like Holi,
Dewali, Dashera, Basanti Panchami, Baisakhi and Muharram were jointly
celebrated by members of the two communities. A famous Muslim
general Asad Khan of Bijapur was once invited to Vijaynagar to
witness the Mahanavami festival. ‘The nobility and the landed gentry
taking their cue from the court developed a highly intricate and
sophisticated common culture. They wore the same kind of clothes,
ate the same type of {food, had common artistic pursuits and
military pastimes and the same kind of indulgence in hunting, chivalry
and games. Polo, hunting, hawking and elephant fights became popular
with both the Hindu and the Muslim rulers and nobles. Some Muslims
of aristocratic Hindu origin and living in a Hindu environment assimi-
lated the Hindu customs of Sati and Jauhar. Even in the eighteenth
century, which was a petriod of all-round decline, the continuity of the
process of Hindu-Muslim rapproachment formed a redeeming feature of
the social life of our country. The ‘Jam-i-Jahan Numa’, a Persian
weekly of the nineteenth century, tells us how the Durga Puja was cele-
brated at the Delhi court so late as 1825. -On his death-bed Mir Jafar drank
a few drops of water poured in libation over the idol of Kiriteswari near
Murshidabad. Daulat Rao Sindhia along with his officers joined
Muharram processions in green dress. ‘The Muhammadans introduced
in our country the refinements for which Iran was famous. Some new
articles of food and new styles of cookery also came into vogue. In
aesthetics, perfumery, and also in music and dancing though not so
completely, the Muslim royal family guided the taste of the entire Indian
society. Delhi, U.P. and the Punjab formed the centre of development of
this mixed Indo-Muslim culture.

The Islamic outlook upon social life was democratic. It set little
value upon birth and heredity and its influence quickened in Hin'duism
the feeling of social equality and tended to break down social barriers or

at least counteract the fissiparous tendencies of caste. On the other hand,

Islam also gave rise to two great social evils—the seclusion of women and

prolific growth of slavery.
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There was some segregation of sexes among the aristocracy in ancient
India, Iran and Greece and almost over the whole of Western Asia. But
nowhere there was any strict seclusion of women. The system originated
in the Byzantine courts where eunuchs were employed to guard women's
apartments. ‘This Byzantine influence travelled to Russia and the mixed
Arab-Persian civilisation was largely affected by it. Vet there was no
seclusion of women in Persia, Arabia or Central Asia till the middle of
the 13th century. ‘The ‘purdah’ system spread very rapidly in Mughal
times when it became a mark of status and prestige among both the
Hindus and the Muslims. The Indian women had now less chances of
being educated and their activities were largely confined to” the house-
hold. This seclusion of women arrested the development of social life
and resulted in the degeneration of womanhood. The institution of
slavery had also a prolific growth under the Turko-Afghans. ‘The number
of slaves of some of the Turko-Afghan rulers like Firuz Tughlug rose into
lakhs, and these slaves embroiled themselves in disgraceful intrigues and
added to the disorders of the time. The existence of predial slavery in
the Mughal period is also definitely known.

In the sphere of religion the first important fact to be noted is the
growth of the numbers of the converted Muslim community. The Islamic
idea of brotherhood and that of the theoretical social equality of its
adherents had a powerful appeal to those in the Hindu fold who were
denied any -semblance of equal treatment. This together with the
imposition of the Jaziya helped the spread of Islam.. This was also largely
due to the proselytizing efforts of a host of Muslim saints and missionaries
like Khwaja Mainuddin Chisti of Ajmere, Shaikh Jalaluddin Tabrez,
Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki, Pir Sadruddin (founder of Khojah sect)
and others of less renown, who poured into India since the time of the
Ghaznavid invasion. There were many conversions among the lower
classes, especially in Bengal. Among such people those who lost caste
in Hindu society for some supposed irreligious acts readily became
Muslims. Among the lower classes conversions were always group
conversions or village conversions, and this explains why some particular
occupations and crafts are to-day monopolised entirely by Muslims. For
example, most of the weavers, the shoe-merchants, the butchers, the
tailors and various other artisans and craftsmen are genmerally Muslims.
Among the upper classes conversions were very rare and piecemeal, and
these were actuated mostly by political or economic motives and in some
cases dictated by real change of religious belief. As a result of these
conversions, Buddhism was completely ousted from the land of its birth,
but Hinduism in all its varieties continued as the dominant faith of the
land—solid, extensive, self-sufficient and self-confident. The upper caste
Hindus had no doubt in their minds about their own superiority in the
realm of ideas and thought. The large majority of the Hindu population
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remai.ned loyal to their ancient faith. The old Brahmin (Zunnar-Dar) at
th‘? time of Firoz Shah Tughluq and their lives rather than change their
religion. The Turks, Afghans and Pathans, who attempted the earliest
conversions in India, were satisfied with the lip-service of the converts, the
reading of the Kalema and the change of name as in China. Even to-day
there are numerous religious sects scattered all over India—the Rasul
Shahis of the Punjab, the Bhats of U.P., the Maimans of Cutch, the
Dude-kulas of Madras, the Turk-nowas of Eastern Bengal and a host of
others, whose religious practices and social customs show a curious mixture
of Hinduism and Islam. The Deccan remained the stronghold of Hindu
orthodoxy, and the reaction against Islamic proselytizing activities in the
north was found in the advocacy of stringent caste regulation by
Raghunandan and others.

After nearly three hundred years of its stay in India, Islam gradually
lost its aggressive and militant character. The wholesome spirit of mutual
toleration found expression in the growing veneration of the Hindus for
the Muslim saints, particularly of the mystic school, and a corresponding
Muhammadan practice of venerating Hindu saints, As Cunningham has
observed: ‘‘Pirs aund shahids, saints and martyrs equalled Krishna and
Bhairava in the number of their miracles and the Muhammedans almost
forgot the unity of God in the multitude of intercessors, whose aid they
implored.”> Sitald, the goddess of pox is worshipped even to-day by
Pindi Mussalmans, while the Mirasis of Amritsar give offerings to Durga
Bhawani. Satya Nardyana Pir is a combination of Hindu God Nardyan
and Muslim saint Satya Pir. The Baul cult is an extreme form of Hindu-
Muslim sublimation. The same spirit is breathed by the Allopanishad,
written by the Hindus themselves. It was out of this desire for mutual
understanding that Sanskrit religious literature including the two epics
was studied and translated or summarised into Persian or Urdu under the
patronage of Muslim rulers like Zainul Abidin of Kashmir, Hussain Shah
of Bengal, Akbar and Prince Dara Shukoh. Muslim preachers and saints,
were attracted to the study of Hindu philosophy like Yoga and Vedanta.
Thus new ideas began to ferment all over the country and new ideas
began to trouble peoples’ minds. Dr. M. L. Roy Chowdhury has pointed
out that this was not an isolated movement or a sporadic growth. ‘It is
in the nature of the world thought movements that civilizations of a more
or less similar stratum are affected consciously or wunconsciously by
common currents. In Europe the intellectual sphere was pulsating with
a new wave of scholasticism leading to the Renaissance, ‘The Islamic
world and the Indian mind were the recipients of the same thought-
currents. ‘The rise of Raminanda, Ravidas, Kavir, Chaitanya, Dadu,
Nanak, Namdev, Mirabai and others on the one hand and Saber,
Abu Ali Kalandar, Nizamuddin Ayulia, Bahlol and others on the
other hand were in part due to the same time force.” The Hindy
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reformers preached on the unity of Godhead, and the fundamental
equality of all religions and evolved the liberal and devotional Bhakti
cult, ‘They held that the dignity of man depended upon his actions,
and not on his birth, protested against excessive ritualism, forma-
lities of religion and domination of the priests, and emphasized
simple devotion and faith as the means of salvation for one and all.
All of them rose above fanaticism, which was a characteristic of
the Middle Ages. The reformers who thus deliberately tried to harmonize
Islam and Hinduism often condemned the caste system and made converts
freely from Hindus and Muslims. VYavana Haridas was a famous
disciple of Chaitanya. The influence of these reformers went far beyond
the limits of the particular sects that grew up after them. Hinduism as a
whole felt the impact of the new ideas and the Siifis also tried to benefit
by them. What really happened after the Muslim conquest was that these
dissenting or reforming movements among the Hindus received a great
impetus from the presence of the Muslims in their immediate neighbour-
hood. ‘“The example of Islamic society acted as a solvent on Hindu
prejudice.”’

The Siifi movement also afforded a common platform to the more
learned and devout minds among the Hindus and the Muhammadans:
Unlike the popular religions of mediaeval India, Sufism never extended to
the illiterate people, though some Sufi saints came to acguire great
personal influence over people of both the communities. It was an in-
tellectual -cum-emotional enjoyment reserved for philosophers, authors and
mystics freed from bigotry. Muslim Siifi saints had come to India with
the Arab conguest of Sind (8th century A.D.)). According to some
scholars like Yusuf Ali, Sufi influence can be traced even in Ramanuja’s
(12th century A.D.) doctrine of ‘qualified monism’ (Viéistadvaita) with its
central figure of a personal God and its insistence on salvation by faith
and adoration. After comning to India Stfism was much influenced by the
Vedantic doctrines of the Hindus., By the 16th centuty Sifi teachers

" divided themselve$ into various orders according to their religious expe-
riences and in India there were as many as seventy-two sects (Bahattar
Ferqa). From the time of Akbar, Sifism began to spread very rapidly in
India. Its growth was facilitated by the Mahdi movement which preached
that after 1000 years of Muhammad’s advent (a time which coincided with
Akbar’s rule in India) a Mahdi would appear to set all disorders at right.
Badaoni, a contemporary historian says that ‘“Questions of Siifism,
scientific discussions, enquiries into philosophy and law became the order
of the day”. This was quite in consonance with the spirit of the time in
India. 'The movement towards theism, which is.a living force in modern
Hinduism, is largely the result of 8ifi influence. -

Under the fostering care. of Akbar, Hindu and Muslim "thought
formed a close union. Akbar’s syntﬁetic religion, the Din-i-Ilahi, was
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really a code of ethical p{inciples which are common to all religions. But
it ha'd no church, no riests and no sacred book of its own and it was
definitely .not a negation of Islam as Dr. Smith would have us believe.,
Akbar deliberately made it elastic but he never tried to enforce it on his
stbjects. The. Emperor in the height of his power and glory perhaps
refused to realise that it was a hopeless task to construct creeds as a tailor
shapes and stitches coats, but his sincerity cannot be questioned.
Akbar’s mantle as an eclectic and peacemaker in religion fell ‘on his
great-grandson Darah Shukoh, who openly declared that he had found the
fullest pantheism only in the Vedanta, and prepared Persian translations
of some of the Upanishads, the Gita and the Yogabasistha Ramayana and
wrote another book of Siifism bearing the significant title of *‘Majmua-ul-
baharain’ or ‘the mingling of the two oceans’.

The Hindu-Muslim collaboration was not confined ouly to the sphere
of religion and philosophy. The reformers were trying to reach the masses
and spread enlightenment. This they could do only through the medium
of provincial fanguages and hence different provincial [fteratures spread
very rapidly. Thus Rdmananda and Kabir preached in Hindi, Namadeva
in Marathi, Mirabai and others in Brajabh#@sa, Ninak in Punjabi or
Gurumukhi, and Chaitanya and his followers in Bengali, Their writings
or songs were, however, more in the nature of aphorisms and not literature
proper. Towards the end of the Turko-Afghan period, Bengali literature
was embellished by the writings of Vidyapati and Chandidas, the famous
Vaisnava poets, as well as by the compilation of the Bengali Ramayana by
Krittivis. Sultan Nasarat Shah of Gaud had the Mahabharata translated
into Bengali while Maladhar Basu translated the Bhagavata under
Hussain Shah. In the Mughal period the first great literary works were
written in Bengali by the followers of Chaitanya—the Chaitanya Bhagavat
(1537), the Chaitanya-Charitamrita (1582) and the two Chaitanyamangals
(1575). The Mangala Kavyas of Bengal as well as the Mahabhérata 'of
Kasiraim also belong to this period. In the late 17th century a Muslim
wet Al-Alwal of Chittagong wrote poetical romances in Bengali. ' In the
lughal period there was a ‘brilliant development of original Hindi poetry
15 a result of the comparative peace secured by a strong goyernmell‘c and
e stimulating effect of the long glorious and victorious reign of Akbar,
who was always anxious to recognize Hindu merit. The greatest man in
this field was Tulsidas, whom Dr. Smith describes as “‘the greate§t man
of his age in India”. Born in 1520 he began his famous dassé"’ lthe
“Ramacharita Manasa’’, when he was we}l over forty. The _sec?n ‘P ?1:6
after Tulsidds may be accorded by unanimous cqnsent '_to Siirdas, the
blind bard of Agra’. The Hindi literature was embelh:sl%ed also by ;
writings of some Muslim poets like Malik Muhammac{ I_alsl, the author ];)
“Padmavati’’ (1540). “Mrigavat” (1502) :'md A}.{barabfxt E Usll;tnan’ t ?
author of Chitravati (1613) and Abdur Rahim Khin Khanan, the son o

13



36 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Bairam Khin, who wrote poems in praise of Akbar’s opponent Rini
Pratip. Khan Khanan was also a good Sanskrit scholar. The most
famous of the Indian poets who wrote in Persian was Amir Khasri of
U.P. (13th century), ‘“the parrot of Hindusthan’. Being born of a Hindu
ironsmith girl and himself liberal in outlook, he was sneered at by the
orthodox Muslims but he defended his position spiritedly. He not only
followed the Indian style but combined it with Sanskrit and Hindi and the
topics of his poems were always taken from Indian life and landscape. He -
has left innumerable folk-songs, some of them written in Hindi, which
are sung in many rural areas of U.P. even to-day, nearly 600 years after
their composition. Another famous Persian poet was Faizi, the poet-
laureate of Akbar. Many important bocks on history, biography,
theology and law were written in Persian in the Turko-Afghan as well as
in the Mughal periods. Some Hindu writers also wrote in Persian on
Muslim literary traditions as Rai Bhana Mal did-in his chronicles.
Chandra Bhan Brahman, courtier and diplomat of Shah Jahan, also wrote
in Persian.

The necessity of a cosmopolitan language was soon felt for mutual
interchange of ideas, and the growth of Urdu {the camp language) out of
the mingling of Arabic and Turkish words and ideas with languages and
concepts of Sanskritic origin was the result of a linguistic synthesis. This
came into being in the 16th century but only as a vulgar spoken tongte,
and it became a literary language in the mnorth only at the end of the
18th century, Wali of Aurangabad (1710} having been its first poet of
note. But the southern Urdu or Rekhta had produced good poetry
a century before Wali.

Another gift of the Muslims to India is historical literature. Before
the Islamic conquest, the Hindus had produced only a few books which
might be described as true history. ‘Their chronological sense was very
imperfectly developed. On the other hand, the Arab intellect is methodo-
logical and matter-of-fact. All their records contain a chronological frame-
work, and in them we get a solid basis for historical study. The Persian
chronicles which were written under every Muslim dynasty in India, and
in every reign under the Mughals together with the biographies and letters
of the Muslim rulers form a vast and varied body of historical literature.
They not only served as materials of study in themselves but also
furnished an example which Hindu writers and rulers were not slow to
imitate.

In the domain of fine arts the impact was responsible for the evolution
of the Indo-Saracenic school of painting and a new style of architecture.
In the earliest Muslim paintings to teach India, namely those of
Khorasan and-Bokhari, we see complete Chinese influence. In the court
of our truly Indian king Akbar, this Chinese or extra-Indian Muslim art
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mingled with pure Hindu art, whose traditions had been handed down
un?hanged since the days of the Ajanta frescoes and the Barhut and Ellora
reliefs. ‘The process of the Indianization of the Saracen art continued
?_fter Akbar’s time till at last in the reign of Shah Jahan the Chinese
influence entirely disappeared, the Indian style became predominant and
the highest development was reached in the delicacy of features and
colouring, miqu’ceness of detail, wealth and variety of ornamentation,
approximation of Nature and other details. The Indo-Saracen art in which
the highest genius was displayed by the Indian artists was entirely
developed in the courts of the Mughal emperors. Both Akbar and
Jahangir gave enthusiastic support and patronage to the artists and the
latter was himself an excellent connoiseur of art. ‘This style lingers on
in our own time under the name of ‘‘Indian art”’ or “Mughal painting’’.

In the field of architecture the Muslim rulers destroyed many Hindu
architectural monuments but evolved a new style of Indo-Islamic archi-
tecture, deriving its character from both Hindu and Muslim elements.
The amalgamation of exotic and indigenous styles of architecture was
due to certain factors. ‘The Muslims had, of necessity, to employ Hindu
craftsmen and sculptors, who were naturally guided in their work by the
existing art traditions of this country. Further, in the earlier period of
Muslim rule, mosques were constructed out of the materials of Hindu and
Jaina temples, and sometimes the temples themselves were only- modified
to some extent to suit the requirements of the conquerors. There were
two characteristic features common to both these styles, which favoured
their fusion e.g., the open court, encompassed by chambers and colon-
nades, and their inherent decorativeness. In the new synthetic style that
was evolved the basic element was Hindu, but the form and finish were
Muslim. 'The art of Delhi in the period of the Turko-Afghan Sultanate,
however, did not reflect this assimilation, but the Mughal architecture
reflects a happy blending of Muslim and Hindu art traditions. Among
the architectural monuments of the period, the mausoleum of Sher Shah at
Sasaram, the Jahangiri Mahal of the Agra fort, the tomb of Humayun at
Delhi, some buildings of the Fathepur Sikri, Akbat’s mausoleum at
Sekandra, the Lahore fort and the T'aj in some particulars represent the
synthetic style of architecture.

The new art of calligraphy and bookmaking reached a high state of
excellence. Among the famous penmen of Akbar’s court of whom the
Ain has preserved a list, the most distinguished was Muhammad Hussain
of Kashmir, who got the title of ‘Zarin Qalam’ (gold pen). Illuminat.ion
of manuscripts was introduced by the Mughals and from Akbar’s time
onward Hindi and Sanskrit works were finely copied and illustrated for
the sake of the Hindu Rajas. The Persian book-illumination and calli-
graphy then done in India enjoys deserved fame in Europe. We owe to
the Muhammadan influence the practice of diffusing knowledge by the
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copying and circulation of books and the establishment of big royal
libraries in our country.

In the field of science the Hindus had inherited a highly developed
system of mathematics, astronomy and medicine, and the Arabs, who °
came to Sind, borrowed much from them in these subjects. But they
borrowed also a great deal from Greece and on the combined basis of
Hindu and Greek ideas they built up their original systems, which were
in no way inferior to those of the Hindus. The Hindu astronomers
borrowed from the Muslims their technical terms, the Muslim calcula-
tions of latitudes and longitudes, some items of the calendar (Zich) and
a branch of horoscopy called ‘tajik’. Maharaja Jai Singh of Jaipur
(1686-1743) reformed the Hindu calendar, established observatories at
Jaipur, Mathura, Delhi and Benares and had some Arabic works in
astronomy translated into Sanskrit by his own Hindu pundits., In
medicine the Hindus borrowed from the Muslims the knowledge of
metallic acids and some processes in iatro-chemistry. ‘The best medical
men of the age were the Muslim physicians or ‘hakims’ practising the
Graeco-Arab system of medicine. ‘The art of warfare was also highly
developed by the Muslims, partly by borrowing from Europe through
Turkey and through Persia to a lesser extent. The imperial Mughal army
served as a model for native Indian rulers. The system of fortification
was greatly improved, gunpowder was introduced in watfare and cavalry
rose to a great prominence eclipsing the elephants of the old Hindu days.
The elephant now ceased to be an arm and continued as a mere transport
agent. All told, the Mughal period witnessed a distinct improvement in
the general standard of Indian civilization.

In fact, in different aspects of life,—arts and crafts, music and
painting, in the styles of buildings, in dress and costumes, in games and
sports and even in language, literature, religion and culture, the assimila-
tion between the two communities had progressed so much that even when
Babur came to India, he was compelled to mnotice the peculiar
““Hindusthani way”’.



Trends of Modern Literature

SANTA ’DAS—-F ourth Year Aris

ODERN trends in literature are’ driving us to the conclusion that the

old order in literary forms is changing. This change has been
a gradual process, but however gradual, it has had such a cumulative
effect that not only the outward form and structure of literature but the
very expression of the author and the poet, his feelings and emotions have
assumed a new colour. Behind this change are not single and isolated
master-minds, but many years of thinking, of experiencing in common by
the body of the people. And so it is the disposition of the reader, more
than anything else, that determines the course which literature will follow.
There have been literary artists who independent of the public taste have
steered literature into new path-ways. But this is genius and genius is
rare. ‘

The modern man is steadily growing more pressed for time and his
disposition has a restlessness born of the times that cannot be ignored. As
a result, brevity in form and realism in spirit are the predominating
features in modern literature. A revolution in thought has made men
think that spiritualism, imagination, transcendental thoughts are just
drugs to the mind and the intellect, {hat which can be seen, touched and
analysed, is regarded as the only truth to be realised. An active reason
and a keen analytical power has established itself in literature. All the
various forms of literature have been more or less affected by this mew
trend in thought. Literary forms are changing, long-established popular
forms are yielding place to fresh forms that have not only the allurement
of newness but have also made a compromise with the spirit of the times.

The future of the novel has been the object of much controversy.
Experiments with it do not lead to anything new. The once fruitful
source has been dried up and the novel is on the decline. It does not
scem likely that novelists like Henry James or Harrison Ainsworth will
tecur in our times. Though Elizabeth Bowen brings to the modern novel
a wonderful craftsmanship, the demand for detail and pattern, of slowly
evolving narrative has passed away. A prose style in the pattern of
Lamb’s—meandering, without suspense but elegant and charming—is
doomed. We may regret its disappearance but we cannot preserve it.

To-day the pleasures of reading are restricted to the minimum of time
and labour spent in acquiring it. And so in the novel it is required that

% Read before the English Seminat,
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retaining its essential parts, it should work speedily to the climax, the
whole should be well-constructed, breathing the air of the present but
containing truths that are eternal.

It is out of this want that the short story has leapt into prominence.
Not only is its form and structure suited to the modern age but it has
scope for experiments. The quickness with which it is written and its
adaptability to the stage, screen and radio ensure its success in the modern
age.

But the literary form most affected by this state of affairs is poetry.
.There is no time to-day to recollect emotion in tranquillity. Poets to-day
cannot afford to devote their time wholly to the contemplation of the
muses. Poems in the form and style of ““Paradise Lost”” are not only
impossible for the modern poet to attempt but also unacceptable by the
age. The ‘“week-end” poets of the modern age succeed the best if like
Auden they can find inspiration from the every day objects of the common
world. ‘This world of machines and trains, of the sights and sounds of
modern life, can help the poet to find a new domain for his poetry and
also help him to reveal the beauty of strength and symmetry which were
so long ignored. The modern poet even more than the Romantic poet is
prepared to admit the personal element in poetry. ’This element is so
pronounced and the poet is so very conscious of it that along with
simplicity and realism, symbolism is gradually developing in modern
poetry.

Modern poetry as a whole gives impressions not only of the present
age but also of the poet’s reaction to it, his thoughts, his doubts and also
his hopes about it. 'This life, this world may seem a “‘waste-land” to it
but it has the courage to hope to create a new earth, for the modern
mind, is courageous.

We thus see that modern literature does not merely give a faint echo
of the age but reflects it vividly both in its outward form and in the
feeling that is embodied in it. The influence of the times has brought
a brevity of form and an ever-increasing ecomomy of expression i
literature,

Grace, pomp and elegance have disappeared with the sedate age of
complacency. It remains to be seen in the future how these trends in
literature will be further developed. Whether at length we will find that
the old order was best for literature or whether all controversy will end
for good in the decision that the new order will be able to open out a
greater world of beauty, of truth, -and lead us on in the search for
perfection.



Liquid Fuel to the Rescue Again
SusHy Datra—Fourth Year Science

T was a hot and dus_ty February afternoon, seven miles off Dhanbad.

We were travelling in 4 motor-lorry across the parched and dried coal-
area. Suddenly an oasiy leapt into our view, a set of yellow buildings
enclosed by green lawns and beds of season flowers greeted our burning,
thirsty eyes. It was the Indian Fuel Research Institute.

After showing us through the research-rooms, the official guiding us
importantly announced that he was going to show us the machine-shop of
the Institute where a pilot plant of the Fischer-Tropsch process had been
recently erected. Now, you must know that together with the Bergius
process, this F iSCher"I‘ersch process, developed and nurtured in Nazi
Germany, had provided for that country’s enormous war-time demands for
gasoline. What we saw however was a top-heavy, drum-like apparatus,
from the bottom of which 4 rubber-tubing led into a glass-bottle. A few
drops of gasoline were trickling down into the bottle. Despite our parched
throats, we could not suppress a laugh. .

Vet those drops can he turned into millions of gallons of gasoline,
genuine India-made gasaline, and economically too. The countries defi-
cient in natural petroleym can produce their own gasoline from coal
by the Bergius and the Figcher-Tropsch processes. These are known under
tie general name of” coaf-pydrogenation processes. They are carried out
with advantage with the low.grade coals which have a high volatile content
—and India has plenty of such coal.

Of the two processes mentioned above, the Bergius process is the more
lirect one. This process can be roughly outlined as follows—

The coal is finely powdered and washed with dilute hydrochloric acid
to remove the pyridine byges and the allied basic substances. It has been
seen that this washing bposts up the yield of gasoline. The treated coal
is next dried, pulverized znd screened to obtain particles about ene-tenth
of a mm. in size. This powder is then pasted with mineral-oil which does
not boil below 350°C at gtmospheric pressure. The catalyst is also mixed
with the paste at this stage, The catalyst generally employed is stannous
oxalate. T'he final paste contains from 35-50 p.c. of coal.

This paste is fed intq the liquid-phase hydrogenation unit. This unit
consist essentially of a gas-fire furnace, a heat-exchanger and a converter.
The coal is charged into the converter under pressure ranging from 250
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to 700 atmospheres. The converter is heated to abouf 400°-480°C and the
coal-paste meets a stream of hydrogen here. Incidentally, the hydrogen
is prepared from water-gas by a continuous catalytic process. An industrial
size converter is about 4 ft. inside diameter, and 40 ft. high. Usually,
three or four of them are used in series. ‘The coal is here converted
into liquid and gaseous products although some solids, which are mainly
coke, ash and catalyst, are also there. The stream of hot hydrogen gas
leaving the converters carries away the gaseous and volatile products with
it. The gases are passed through condensers and condensate-traps where
the liquids are collected. The gas is then scrubbed with oil under pressure
to remove the gaseous hydrocarbons and the pure hydrogen is recycled.
The crude condensate is distilled and separated into three fractions:
(1) The light fraction boiling below 200°C, known as liquid-phase petrol,
(2) the middle fraction boiling between 200°C and 300°C, and (3) the
heavy fraction boiling above 300°C. The coal-ash, coke and unreactgd
coal-particles are discharged suspended in a heavy oil consisting of hydro-
genated coal of high molecular weight. The chemical composition of the
ash is somewhat important because it governs the formation of deposits
in the converter. ‘The ratio of the evaporated products and the heavy
oil is so adjusted as to provide sufficient heavy oil to be recycled. The
adjustment is effected by regulating the reaction temperature and the velo-
city of the coal-oil paste. The latter is usually such as to allow an average
contact time of two hours. It must be clearly understood that the vapo-
rized products have a contact-time much less and the heavy-oil a contact
time much more than this average value. However, the slurry coming
out of the converter is centrifuged in the sludge-recovery plant to separate
the solids and these latter are carbonized when some heavy oil and coke
are obtained. :

In reality, the term liquid-phase hydrogenation is a bit of a-misnomer,
for a large amount of the products are vaporized in the stream of hydrogen.
However, the term serves to distinguish the process where a fixed catalyst
is used and almost all the feed-material is vaporized.

The middle fraction from the liquid condensate is fed into the vapour
phase converter where it meets about 10-20 times its vapour volume of
hydrogen, preheated to 480°—510°C and is passed through a bed of catalyst
material under pressure ranging from 250 to 700 atmospheres, although
lower pressures are favoured. The usual composition of the catalyst is
10—30% sulphide of molybdenum or tungsten on a supporting
material of 70—90% alumina, activated clay or iron sulphide. The vapo-
rized oils leaving the converter are condensed and the residual gas is passed
through an oil-scrubber for the recovery of surplus hydrogen. The
throughput in the vapour-phase is 1—2 volumes of liquid oil per volume
of catalyst per hour. The liquid product is dehydrated and distilled at
atmospheric pressure into two fractions: (1) crude vapour-phase petrol
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Poiling below 200°C and (2) an oil boiling above 200°C which is re-cycled
into the vapour-phase preheater.
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The vapour-phase petrol and the liquid-phase petrol are collected
separately, because they have entirely different physical properties. Both
are, however, chemically treated. The gasoline is isolated from the wash
liquids and is purified by distillation. The resulting material is a variety
of what is known as synthetic petrol. About 4'5 tons of coal are necessary
to produce one ton of gasoline. This also includes the amount necessary
for generating 75,000 cubic feet of hydrogen, and also for supplying all
heat and power-requirements of the process. This process, if judiciously
carried out, will provide a valuable use for the enormous lignite deposits
occurring in Madras and elsewhere in India. ‘The one supreme advantage
of the process is that it does not need high-grade anthracite coal and that
it is a compact unit using cheap raw-materials. The Imperial Chemical
Industries (U.K.) have been producing gasoline by this process at cheap
rates. Following is a detailed production-sheet of the Bergius process.
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The other coal-hydrogenation process is the Fischer-Tropsch process,
otherwise known as the Kogasin process. Essentially it consists in the
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catalytic conversion of a mixtute of carbon monoxide and hydrogen into
synthetic petrol. What is actuaily done is that air and super-heated steam
are alternately blown over a layer of strongly heated coke in a gas generator,
As a result a mixture of carbon monoxide and hydrogen, also containing
some carbon dioxide, nitrogen and an excess of oxygen, is generated. This
mixture is then catalysed at 350°C into a mixture of hydrocarbons. The
first reaction is probably the formation of a mixture of carbides and oxides
of the catalyst metal. These are then reduced by hydrogen into the un-
stable methylene and water. The methylene then polymerizes and con-
denses with more hydrogen, thus forming the desired hydrocarbons. The
reaction conditions have to be carefully controlled. However, the feed
gases are washed in a spray of water and filtered to remove coal-dust and
entrained solids. ‘The gases are then passed through the primary desul-
phurizing unit where the hydrogen sulphide present as impurity is
absorbed in layers of iron oxide. ‘The gases are next fed into the secondary
desulphurizing unit where organic sulphur compounds are catalytically
decomposed and absorbed in beds of alkanized iron oxide heated to 280°C.
This unit was a secret which was well-guarded by the Germans till the
end of the second world war. The gases thus purified are passed through
the catalyst chamber at a pressure of 1-2 atmospheres. 'The -temperature
maintained in the catalyst chamber is 180°—200°C. In the low-presstre
process, the catalyst chamber takes the form of a rectangular steel-box
about 5 ft. long, 8-ft. wide and 5 ft. high containing horizontal tubes
between which the catalyst material is deposited.
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The purified gases are passed through a heat-exchanger previous to
entering the catalyst chamber and the temperature is controlled within
narrow limits. The composition of the catalyst varies. A wusual com-
position is cobalt 100 parts, thoria 18 parts, kieselguhr 100 parts and
magnesia not more than 2 parts. ‘The gases leaving the converter are led
into the condenser where the oil condenses. Other easily condensible
portions are trapped by water and oil-scrubbers. ‘The gaseous hydro-
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carbons are entrapped in a bed of active charcoal in the absorption tower,
and the exit gases are allowed to escape. The process can be utilized
within a pressure range of 1 to 10 atmospheres and it has been revealed
that the Germans used the low-pressure, medium-pressure and high-pressure
plants in co-ordination. The Burmah-Shell Oil Company has erected a
Fischer-Tropsch plant in the U.K. Prospects of the process in India are
bright., Millions of tons of bunker-coal are lying waste in the coal-regions
of India and they can be very profitably exploited by this process. A
great advantage of this process is that it is a low-pressure process thus
obviating the maintenance of complicated machinery and highly efficient
technical staff. ‘This was a widely exploited process in war-time Germany
and provided the major portion of her consumption of motor-fuel.

In view of the rapidly dwindling amounts of natural gasoline as also
of the enormous increase in the demand of motor-fuel, these -synthetic pro-
cesses provide a new hope to the industrial world and a new, undeveloped
field for the industrial chemist. ‘Thus the black and long-ignored coal,
that has proved to be the most versatile mineral in supplying man’s daily
needs, has again come to the lime-light, this time as a saviour.

It is widely known that India is not self-sufficient in motor fuels and
she has to import annually millions of rupees’ worth of petroleum. It
probably remains for young Indian chemists to turn their eyes in this
direction and make India self-sufficient in this respect.



Progressive Thought ancl the
Presidency College

INTRODUCTION

UR heritage—the famous Presidency College tradition—is many-

sided. It does not merely include the concept of a ‘nursery’ of a legion
of famous men successful in life, or the sweet ties of comradely happy days
remembered in tranquillity, or even the record of startling academic or
less spectacular athletic’ successes. We claim association with what was
progressive thought, epoch after epoch, in the wider life of our country in
the last five generations. Men connected with our College figure in that
history, supplying leadership or participating in the successive waves of
thought and action which must be deemed progressive in the perspective
of different periods.

We recall today the proud memory of memorable deeds in the lives
of such men—the makers, the teachers, the students of the College—
a sacred fellowship of diverse elements. Of course only a few names can
appear in a short narrative, but all of these we claim as members of this
fellowship.

The five generations may for convenience be labelled as the years—
1817-1855, 1855-1885, 1885-1905, 1905-1932 and post-1932.

I
1817-1855

First of all, there were the Founders of the Hindu College who in
1816, under the patronage of Chief Justice Hyde East, took the momentous
decision to start and maintain an institution to be the fountain of modern
Western education in a land where education was overladen with tradi-
tional lore often useless for new conditions of life. For the upper classes
at least they opened on January 20, 1817, a closed door which would
lead on to the wide expanse of the Bengal Renaissance.

Standing aside from the circle of the Founders to avoid unnecessary
friction were two pioneers—a foreigner and a heretic. David Hare, the
founder of a network: of private schools and the School Society, and the
great-hearted friend of a generation of students, devoted the last thirty

* This paper was prepared by a committee and read before the Presidency College
Peace Convention (March 1952). '
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years of his life to the spread of modern education in Bengal. Rammohan
Roy was the morning star of our Renaissance, and a synthesis of the best
thought, eastern and western, of his time. He rescued Hindu theism from
Athe' clutches of dead tradition, reinterpreted foreign Christianity in
a liberal fashion, initiated the leaven of the Brahmo movement in our
1.1fe, launched a crusade against social evils, pioneered educational reform
in the country, established Bengali prose as a medium of dignified serious
thought, paved the path to the first constitutional agitations, and boldly
asserted his sympathy with the international liberalism of his day.

' The Hindu College, his spiritual child, created a stir in our intellectual
life. In the second decade of its existence shome out the genius of
Derozio whose admiring students formed the group of Young Bengal,
more radical than Rammohan and his associates, and drinking in the in-
toxicating values of FEnglish radicalism and the French Revolution.
Derozio founded the Academic Association to teach his boys to debate
freely and question authority, and wrote our first patriotic poetry. He
was removed from his post in 1831 by the alarmed College authorities:
But his disciples kept his memory green even after his premature death
in the same year. They brought out the ‘Enquirer’ and the ‘Jnananvesan’
in 1831, kept up the Academic Association till 1839, founded a General
Knowledge Society (1838) and a Mechanical Institute (1839), and started
in 1842 the ‘Bengal Spectator’~—an organ which advocated even widow
remarriage.

Young Bengal was a group of brilliant individuals knit together by
the memory of their master and mutual affection, though they failed to
give much concrete shape to the liberal values they imbibed or to develop
a growing school of thought sttracting new adherents from wider circles.
They included T'arachand Chakravarti who upheld the right of free speech
even in the face of the College Principal ; Krishnamohan Banerji, expelled
from home for unorthodoxy, who startled society by becoming a Christian
and a missionary ; Ramgopal Ghose, the ‘Indian Demosthenes’, who
protested against European privileges in the Black Acts controversy
(1849-1850) ; Rasik Krishna Maliik who left home for the sake of his
conscience ; Ramtanu Lahiri, a poor teacher respected by all, who had
the courage of his conviction in remouncing the ‘sacred thread’ in 1851 ;
Dakshinaranjan Mukherji, the rich young man whose gift made possible
the foundation of the Bethune School and College for Women ; and the
two friends Pearychand Mitra, the centre of Calcutta’s Public Library,
and Radhanath Sikdar, who fought for the rights of the poor ‘coolies’
in his government department—two friends who also experimented with
a monthly magazine in the popular style of the spoken language.

The College was connected also with other men less brilliant than
Young Bengal, but engaged in the work of constructive progress.
Kasiprasad Ghose wrote patriotic English verses. Prasannakumar Tagore,
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son of one of the Founders, conducted a moderate organ—‘the Reformer’.
Principal D. R. Richardson introduced enthusiastic young men into a new
world of appreciation of Shakespeare. Debendranath ‘Tagore turned
abruptly away from the life of princely luxury, founded in 1839 the
Tatvabodhini Sabha and in 1843 the “I'atvabodhini Patrika’, and breathed
new life into Rammohan’s Brahmo Samaj by the solemn initiation of
himself with twenty associates into the new faith on the Seventh Poush,
1843. In 1851 was formed the British Indian Association which drew in
all the trends, radical, moderate and even conservative, with Debendranath
as the Secretary, and in 1853 was started its organ, the ‘Hindu Patriot’.
The 1852 Petition of the Association summed up the first maive political
aspirations of the waking middle class—including admission of Indians to
higher posts, state aid for Indian industry, and a legislature with Indian
majority.

I
1855-1885

The Revolt of 1857 left educated Bengal generally cold, but the
Indigo Struggle of 1859-1860 lashed up bourgeois indignation against the
planters voiced by the ‘Hindu Patriot’. In a white heat of fury
Dinabandhu Mitra penned the ‘Neel Darpan’ (1860) which moved the
reading public as few books ever do, and another ex-student of the Hindu
College, Madhusudan Datta, rendered it into English. The Indigo
Commission of 1860 had to utter a moral condemnation of planter rule in
the countryside in the face of this storm.

The cutburst was perhaps ephemeral, but now began the creative
flowering of the Renaissance literature and learnihg—the poetry of
Madhusudan Datta, the drama of Dinabandhu Mitra, the prose of
Bankimchandra Chatterji. Madhusudan came back to Calcutta in 1856,
broke away from traditional patterns with the staging of his first drama
in 1859, wrote plays of social satire in 1860, and in the same year gave
a new turn to Bengali poetry by introducing blank verse. Next year came
his epic masterpiece with a daring modern treatment of classic themes,
and 1865-1866 saw his introduction of the sonnet form. Dinabandhu was
more ordinary though his ‘Neel Darpan’ soared to great heights and his
social plays revealed keen wit and great talents. Bankimchandra evolved
a prose style, midway between the heavy classic form and the vulgar
colloquial idiom, which was to be our standard for a long period to come.
He popularised the historical romance in 1865, the social novel in 1873,
the social essay in 1879, and the patriotic novel in 1882. His
Bande Mataram hymn with all its limitations stirred up the national
fervour in succeeding times. Others who shared in the glory of the
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literary renaissance were the patriotic minor poets Hemchandra Baneriji
and Nabinchandra Sen whose verses breathed forth the new national
fervour ; and Pearychand Mitra who persisted in his ‘Alal’ (under the
nom-de-plume of Tekchand Thakur, 1858) with the colloguial prose style.
Intellectual activity of other sorts was also noticeable—Mahendralal
Sarkar founded the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science in
1876 and Gourdas Basak left some mark on antiquarian research. Sanskrit
studies received a great stimulus from Professor E. B. Cowell.

The same exuberance we notice in progressive religious thought as
well. Keshav Chandra Sen pulled Brahmoism out of stagnation, made .
it a force in national life, attracted young men round him, conducted
rousing mission tours, became a ‘whole-timmer’ in religious work. He
broke away from the original church and caste prejudices, introduced civil
marriage, started a pice daily for ordinary people while his associates ran
working class education centres. But his mysticism and autocracy soon
nettled many of his young comrades who moved on from criticism to open
revolt. In 1878, the VYoung Brahmoes seceded to form the Sadharan
Brahmo Samaj under the leadership of Anandamohan Bose among 6thers,
drawing to their support the Young Bengal veterans—Sibchandra Deb (the
benefactor of his native Konnagar) and the saintly Ramtana Lahiri. The
organ of the mew church declared in 1882 that their ideals included
universal liberation of all peoples under the banner of democratic repub-
licanism. Brahmoism had not then lost its heroic idealism and many
young people all over Bengal cheerfully faced persecution from con-
servative society and gave up their ancestral homes and property.

Brahmo intransigence produced in reaction Hindu revivalism which
emphasised the virtues of social tradition. But revivalism did contribute
to the progressive awakening of national pride, though its Hindu bias
carried with it a future danger of alienating the non-Hindu elements.
Bankimchandra Chatterji stimulated this revivalism though its high priests
were Rajnarayan Bose and Bhudev Mukherji. Rajnarayan and his
associates organised the Hindu Mela movement from 1867 onwards through
the medium of annual fairs of a new type, tried to encourage Indian arts
and crafts and to stimulate patriotism through patriotic songs written by
Satyendranath Tagore and others.

Finally, this was the age of sustained politica] agitation. ‘The Indian
Association, a true precursor of the National Congress, was established in
1876, by Anandamohan Bose and his friends and the Derozian veteran
Krishnamohan Banerji capped his long career as ifs president. The
Association conducted the first all-India political campaigns on issues like
the Press and Arms Acts and the Ilbert Bill, and its orators addressed
hig mass meetings in the districts attended by thousands, and tried even

to organise tenants’ unions,
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III
1885-1905

The Indian Association held the first National Conference in 1883 but
the National Congress was founded in Bombay in 1885 when the popular
Bengal leaders were deliberately excluded by the sponsors. But in 1886,
the second Congress session in Calcutta marked a fusion between the two
groups and Bengal came into its own. The early presidents included
Ananda Mohan Bose and Ramesh Chandra Datta. The latter was making
his mark as our first economic historian and a successful writer of
patriotic historical and social romances. The Bengal Provincial Coun-
ference was inaugurated by Mahendralal Sarkar in 1888 and the Indus-
trial Exhibition in connection with the Congress by J. Chaudhuri. The
protest against Curzon’s Convocation Address slanders against Bengal in
1905 was headed by the eminent lawyer Rashbehari Ghose.

This was also the age of the climax of the Renaissance in the
emergence of Rabindranath Tagore with whom also our College had
a fleeting connection.

The real beginnings of Indian Science on the other hand arose
strictly within our portals. Jagadis Chandra Bose was the first to gain
international renown in this domain while Prafulla Chandra Ray began
his life’s mission of training up a host of young scientists who achieved
fame in the next epoch. A thrill of justifiable pride passed over the
educated classes at this unexpected revelation of new power.

Other famous teachers who left their mark on the cultural history of
the period in different branches included C. H. Tawney, H. M. Percival,
Prasannakumar Ray, Haraprasad Sastri, Harinath De and Benoyendranath
Sent. 'The last-natfied and Gurudas Banerjee strove to develop the strength
of character of the entire student body. Mention may also be made of
Sarodaranjan Ray whose contribution to the rise of Indian cricket is still
to. be remembered with its stimulus to opening a new line of healthy
outdoor activities for our youth.

v
1905-1932

The fourth generation represents the heyday of our middleclass
national awakening from the Swadeshi Movement to the Civil Dis-
obedience. The Partition of Bengal produced a storm which shook
educated Bengal to its depths and the consequent agitation influenced
countless homes. Ananda Mohan Bose blessed the movement on his
deathbed, Rabindranath Tagore gave expression to it in songs and essays,
Dwijendralal Ray popularised the weapon of patriotic drama, Benoykumar
Sarkar tried to give an intellectual basis to the upsurge,
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An offshoot was the cult of revolutionary terrorism and our College
also broke new ground by contributing martyrs—from Ullaskar Datta who
spent years in the Andamans to Sushil Sen, killed in action, and
Santoshkumar Mitra shot down in a British prison. College students,
many of them unknown to fame, were drawn into this whirlpool of
ecstatic self-sacrifice ; and legend has it that the Eden Hindu Hostel,
founded in 1888 as a haven of quiet study, developed into a storm-centre
and citadel of revolutionary activity. Practically for the first time, the
general student body also was drawn into direct action, Subhas Chandra
Bose beginning his famous career in this style.

Nationalistic politics was an absorbing pursuit in this epoch, espe-
cially after Non-co-operation gave a mass basis to the Congress. Non-
co-operation led to the self-sacrifice of Chittaranjan Das who became
a national leader while Nripendra Chandra Banerji and Jitendralal Banerji
abandoned for the Cause their professional careers, educational and legal.
The orthodox Congress leadership was strengthened by Rajendra Prasad,
Lalitmohan Das and Prafulla Chandra Ghose, while Sarat Chandra Bose
and T'ulsicharan Goswami were luminaries in Swarajist politics in the wake
of Chittaranjan himself. Satish Chandra Dasgupta organised Khadi work
and helped Prafulla Chandra Ray.in running large scale relief to the
distressed, conducted by youthful nationalist volunteers. Indubhusan Sen
turned towards the first trade union and labour politics, while more and
more, Subhas Chandra Bose developed into a leader of the Congress left.
All this while, from Non-co-operation on to Civil Disobedience, the actual
College students were drawn off and on into strikes and demonstrations
which earned for them a mnotoriety in the eyes of Authority and
a reputation in the country at large.

Less interesting but still important was the intellectual endeavours
of the period which read like a catalogue but which did establish our
national self-respect. Asutosh Mukherjee made our University a teaching
centre of higher studies and the College of Science arose on the princely
gift of Taraknath Palit. Our self-confidence was stimulated by the work
of Satyendranath Bose and Meghnad Saha in ‘physics, Jnanchandra Ghose
and Jnanendranath Mukherji in chemistry, while new avenues were
opened by Girindrasekhar Bose in experimental psychology and Prasanta
Chandra Mahalanobis in statistics. In the domain of philosophy, towered
Brajendranath Seal, Krishnachandra Bhattacharya and Surendranath Das-
gupta. Historical research came into its own with Iaduna'th Sarkar,
Akshaychandra Maitra, Rakhaldas Banerji, Rameshchandra MaJumd.ar and
Hemchandra Raychaudhuri. Serious thinking was stimulated by Hirendra
Nath Datta and Ramendrasundar Tribedi, art criticism by Ordhendu
Coomar Ganguli. ‘Tae modern style of literary -expression was m(?ulded bg{
Rabindranath Tagore, seconded by Pramatha Chaudhuri in his ‘Sabuj
Patra’ and his licutenants like Atulchandra Gupta. Mohitchandra Sen was

15
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the first editor of Tagore; Rajsekhar Bose enriched alike Bengal's in-
dustry and literature ; Nareshchandra Sengupta preached modernism in
literature. Within the precincts of the College, students thrilled to the
teaching of the poet Manmohan Ghose and the scholar Prafulla Chandra
Ghose and Principal James gained renown as the protector of his wayward
students and the champion of the rights of the College.

v
ArTER 1032

The national movement became a much broader stream in the
Thirties, but it also entered a period of crisis which emphasised inherent
~ contradictions and began to widen the gulf between a shift towards the
right on the part of the older leadership and a swing towards radical
dangerous thoughts of new leftism. The crisis represented a process of
exhaustion and paralysis creeping over the intellectual middle class which
had made the Bengal Renaissance, and a process of awakening of new
social classes which are as yet beyond the pale of our educated culture.
But it meeds courage, faith and vision to realise a parting of the ways,
and it is no wonder that the prolonged crisis of the last two decades has
brought to most of us frustration, despondency and fits of escapism.

In a fitful, spasmodic manner, life in the College has responded in
a fashion to the national crisis. There were hectic moments in the late
thirties and the forties when College students were drawn into demonstra-
tions in sympathy with happenings outside and linked up with student
agitations or comstructive national work like famine relief and anti-riot
work. VYears of pressure have led to the restoration of the elected College
Union suppressed by Authority in the previous period, and the organisa-
tion of the Hostel Association on a representative basis. ‘'he student body
has been more democratised by the recognition of merit rather than family
connections as the basis for admission (this has led to the influx of a mass
of poorer students new to our College history) and by the opening of the
doors to women on a footing of equality. - A new momentary solidarity
at least found expression in the great strikes of early 1948 and late 1949
when united fights were waged against maladministration and repression.

It is natural that in such a period of hesitation, our middleclass
College would lag behind and limp under the control of established yet
decadent Authority. In the new circumstances, it is well-nigh impossible
for mere Presidency College men to give leadership to the broad currents
eddying outside, though two older leaders, Subhas Chandra Bose and
Sarat Chandra Bose leaned heavily towards the left. Vet from out of our
College fellowship have continued to issue forth volunteers who have tried
to identify themselves with the new progress of our times. Enumeration
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of names may be inyidious and certainly incomplete. Still mention may
b'e made ‘of Kshitish Prasad Chattopadhyaya, the champion of civil
liberties ; Rebati Barman and Nirendranath Ray, Marxist critics ; Nirmal-
Kumar Bose who has tried to maintain unsullied the Gandhian idealism ;
Saumyendranath Tagore, who prefers to run a party of his very own ;
Nirmal Bhattacharya, who tried to organise the unfortunate teachers ;
Bankim Mukherjee and Hirendranath Mukherjee, silver-tongued orators
of the Left ; Nikhilnath Chakravarti, who belongs to the iron frame of
what is now the second 'party in the land ; Subrata Banerjee, who
forsook an army career to work for the workers ; Sunil Sen, who has
thrown in his lot with the peasants of North Bengal ; Ranajit Guha
who rose to the leadership of the students’ international ; Golam Quddus,
progressive poet and political worker ; and XKalyan Datta who has
sacrificed much of his scholastic prospects by following an unpopular path.
The list is of course merely illustrative and by no means complete. But
it serves to show that our fellowship has mot yet lost touch with what
happens to be the new thought of a particular period.

CoNcLUsION

We have gone into the past and placed on our roll of honour names
linked with what was progressive and vital in each successive period. For
this it has of course been necessary to separate two strands in the entity
that is the historical character of the Presidency College, to emphasise one
tendency and exclude the other. Borm under the stimulus of middleclass
awakening, our Colege has always reflected the peculiar dual character
of a semi-colonial bourgeoisie. We have turned out ‘successful’ men as
well as patriots, men who used their talents to build up worldly careers, as
well as men who, in spite of contradictions and limitations, again and
again responded to the risky call of the democratic cause of the age.

Whatever the changes in the situation, the College in our days retains
this general tendency. Taking part in the Presidency College Peace
Week, one feels that once again, and in greater number perhaps, we have
marched with the times to take up the banner unfurled by progressive
mankind. Peace is on the agenda as the most imperative necessity of the
day, and our College has joined up with a far-flung movement.

We live in days when crisis and struggle have overtaken the class that
made the Bengal Renaissance. Tortured by doubts, our generation stands
at the crossroads—for a road leading away from decay and reaction is being
built by the organised movement for freedom and democracy. To many,
the future is dark and its problems insoluble ; but surely it is also a future
of unprecedented possibilities which cannot but be broadened and
deepened by our student youth, who are the heirs of the ages.
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The Peace Festival

Peace, they say, is normally and eternally the basic ingredient that makes
life sweet. When a ‘cold war’ solidly plants itsef in our midst, and the horrors
of atomic and germ devastation loom on the horizon, Peace becomes something
equal to life itself, ‘

Our College, evergrowing community of young people for whom life is only
just in flower, could not and did not stay passive in the face of the threatening
blight. In a spirit of unity and comradeship that shook the cynicism of many
people, the College Union took up the issue and acted as one man to bring about
the Presidency College Peace Festival. A broadbased Committee was formed with
all the sectional secretaries and a number of others, and the General Secretary
as Chairman. Every Union department contributed something to create a Peace
‘Festival Fund. There were busy days and harrassed moments until finally, in
March, the arrangements were complete and all the letters of invitation to the
Calcutta colleges had been sent off,

First on the agenda came a Peace Symposiutn, regarding which the plans
were changed somewhat towards the last. Originally, it was decided to have
prominent outsiders and intellectuals take part in the discussion. Ultimately,
however—and partly because the speakers somehow. failed to turn up-—the
Committee seized upon the much happier idea of having a more restricted, strictly
College convention, with visitors representing the University and Medical College.

No one can pretend that our emtire student body attended the meeting, but
about two hundred people had gathered in the Physics Lecture Theatre by the
time the Chairman of the Committee rose to read his report. Then he read out
a Peace Appeal drafted by his Committee—an appeal unamimously adopted by the
meeting which was a ringing call for colonial liberation and antiimperialist struggle.
As the meeting went on, this Appeal, together with that of the Peace Council,
was taken round, and signed by every person present. The Peace Council Appeal
was the well-known one, calling for a Five Power Peace Pact, wholechearted work
for peace, and banning of the atom bomb.,

The work of the meeting was based on three papers, prepared each by 2
special committee appointed by the Peace Committee. The papers were entitled,
respectively, “Progressive Thought and the Presidency College” (a brief historical
study of the links our College forged with what was progressive in every different
age), ‘“Peace and Literature” (discussing peace as a value in literature) and
“Peace and National Reconstruction” (emphasising the necessity and possibilities
of a peace economy). A fourth paper—on “Peace and Science” could not be read.
At the end of every paper there was some discussion drawing in the visitors as
well as the College hoys.

Due to unavoidable circumstances, the idea of a poster exhibition had to be
dropped but the festival part of the business was g3 huge success. One summer
evening, with the well-lit library hall crowded to capacity, and a vast, good-
hun.loured andience taking active interest in everything, the call of peace once
again rang out insistently, in mmusic, poetrv and song. All our local talent had
been 1310bilised and they responded splendidly; the items ranging from a spirited
tendering in duet of Sukanta Bhattacharya’s “Runner”, to the recifation
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by Dipen Bannerji of one of his own poems. A visiting batch (PG Geography)”
gave us ‘Lili Marlene’, in Bengali,—a song underlining ‘the pity of war’. One
or two ‘peace’ songs of Tagore were sung.

As the evening wore on, and the tempo rose, the audience thrilled to three
items presented by the ‘Bahurnpi’ artists to whom we owe our heartiest thanks.
Their ‘Kabuki’—based on Japanese technique and a very real national content—
presented everyday laughter and romance—and then sudden death, as hot lead
pours down on hunger marchers in the street. Skilfully juxtaposed lines from
Tagore recited singly, in duet or in chorns, carried a concrete and complete meaning
to the listemers. Last came Sambhu Mitra’s inspired recitation—‘Madhu Bansir
Gali>—vigorons promise of a happier tomorrow. Another outsidet to whom our
thanks must go is the poet Bimalchandra Ghose who read his well-known poem
on Peace,

The_festival was over in two days but one may safely assert that it lives in
many minds., Not only becanse of the preparatory work among the students, like
the mass signature campaign, or the exhibition debate on Peace which came
little later. But the issue of Peace is so clear and living and non-controversial.
‘Dewali’ the Union wall-newspaper had been doing its bit, with Peace editorials
and a special Peace Number. The latter brought out many poems, written by
persons of varying opinions in other matters, but only one opinion on Peace.
But then, this is only natural. For Peace is not simply a word in poetry, nor
the Dove 4 mere work of art. Peace is an issue that confounds those mischief-
mongers who try to represent it as a slogan of this party or that ideology. It
is the most urgent, democratic and loudly-ringing call of the day, enmriching life
and art with a new meaning, gathering to itself a company whose name is legion.



