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s Al ; o8 wmm o dafae wm widfas foml soTefn WA
(judgment) #ifAt® 7% 1 gy, U5l A@l (judgmental content) frwicas
Mw NI sfee vhas Ry @ Frem 56w QT &M IS
T, O WA AT I (T 7 pAYE ‘existential judgment’ i1 A
e ffen Rehay fmigefn mds 31 @3Bl A%@ AT IR
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AFF—aE I A%Fe ¢ fRgred oo i e s 1w,
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“Philosophy is self-evident elaboration of the self-evident and is
not a body of judgments. The self-evident is spoken, but
is not spoken of.’’*

TXT TR e TN WiNaica AA{T AR (total synthesis)
@R A Sy W whm @3B ffEe D wwg) @q AEE
afeFy g9 SR ANS g ¢ Afwwe  vhan e piew fam
a7 STl $91 7Y 1 FRSH JCACHA 3

‘“There is the problem of piecing together the results of the sciences
into a world-view. The synthesis wanted is sometimes imagined to be
the generalisation of the primary laws of the sciences into more compre-
hensive laws. To suppose, however that it can be accomplished by
philosophy without ‘the employment of the distinctive technique and
method of science would be nothing short of a presumptuous folly.”
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(the Indefinite) 15fa% @i i@y 37 WE! O TP, JT-HAGI R

*mian Philosophy. p. 75.
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—_—
* Studies in Vedantism p. ix.

TPioceedings of the First Indian Philosophical Congress, 1925, PpP. 45-57-
|
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COLLEGE UNION COUNCIL
SESSION 194849

Bitting (left to right) :— Jayanta Maitra (Genl. Secy., College Union Counlcil), Prpf. S. Sarkar,
Principal J. Ghose, Prof. J. Chakrabarty (Chairman, Social-Service League),
Prof. S. C Sen Gupta. (Chairman Publication Section).
Standing (left to right) :— B. Ray (Junior Common-room Secy.), A. Dutta (Debate Secy.),
. N. Mukherji (Drama Secy.), D. Banerji (Social-Service Secy.)
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SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE
SESSION 194649

Sitting (L. to R,)— Abul Kamal, Dilip Banerji (Social Service Secy.! and
Dhruba Banerj.
Standing{L. to R }— Pulin Das and Amalendu Barman,

THEY MET THE BRITISH DEBATING TEAM

SHIBENDU GHOSH (Left)—0th Year Arts (Old\—at Calcutta.
NILMANI LAHIRI (Right)—4th Year Arts—at Jalpaiguri.
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COLLEGE UNION COUNCIL
SESSION 194849

o ; i 8. Sarkar,
Bitting (left to right) :— Jayanta Maitra (Genl. Secy., College Union Council), Prof. !
Prineipa,gg J. thse, Prof. J. Chakrabarty (.Oh;nirman, Social-Service League),
Prof. 8. ¢ Sen Gupta. (Chairman Publication Section).
Standing Hefz to right) :— ]§ Ray (Junior Common-room Secy.), A. Dutta (Debate Secy.),
. N. Mukherji {Drama Secy.), D. Baneriji (Social-Service Secy.)



SOCIAL SERVITCE LEAGUE
SESSION 194649

Sitting (L. to R.)— Abul Kamal, Dilip Banerji (Social Service Secy.). and
Dhruba Banerji.
Standing(L. to R )— Pulin Das and Amalerdu Barman,

THEY MET THE BRITISH DEBATING TEAM

SHIBENDU GHOSH (Left)—5th Yoar Arts (Old}—at Calcutta.
NILMANI LAHIRI (Right)—4th Year Arts—at Jalpaiguri.
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SIR JEHANGIR COYAJEE
(1875 - 1948 )



PROFESSOR : BENOY KUMAR SARKAR

Born : at Malda

Died : in Washington
26th December, 1887

24th November, 1949
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The Editor's Greetings

][N presenting to our readers this issue of the Presidency College Magazine,

the editor claims no more than usual credit for the ‘fulfilment’ of what
he considers to be a great task. The word within inverted commas seems
not to be the word proper, because the fulfilment of which he speaks has
been, in reality, hardly anything more than a bare and literal performance
of duty. Our readers are never tired of insisting that nothing today is more
important about the Magazine than the tradition that has been built up for
it through years of conscious effort, and that nothing is more incumbent
upon its editor than the maintenance of this tradition.

It is indeed a pride and a privilege for an invididual to have been
the guardian of this tradition for a year; but it is a pride and a privilege
that make for responsibility. At every stage of the progress of his work,
it became apparent to the present editor that it costs the keenest of
intellectual pains to preserve, let alone enrich, the tradition that is
Presidency College Magazine ; so that even if his ‘achievements’—again an
improper word—look rather small beside those of his predecessors, sympathy
will surely impart a mildness to criticisms which would otherwise be severe.
To many the editor, thus, owes a deep apology—an apology that might better
be accepted. in print.

Exercising the privilege that goes with his office, the editor also extends
his cordial welcome to those who have entered the portals of this ancient
institution. Education here has always been a true adventure of the spirit
and not that stale stercotype which elsewhere it is. It moulds our outlook
in a fashion that prepare us.for an easy perception of values that are for
all time ; so that the editor, in bidding good-bye to the readers—the present
issue brings his period of office to a close—leaves behind him this token of
his love and regard for an institution to which no service is too great.

e ————



The Liberal Ideal

ProF. Amran Darra—Ex-Siudent

ALMOST all over the civilised world liberalism is in disgrace today. It
has been trampled on by the Fascists, held in bitter contempt by the
Communists, confidently criticised by the Socialists and only apologetically
defended by the Liberals themselves. And it is not for nothing that libe-
ralism has met this fate. Liberal institutions have failed ; they have failed
to satisfy the only test that counts, the test of their adequacy to mueet the
problems of our time,

Liberal insitutions have failed to fulfili the promise that they once
held out so confidently.  Yet the failure of liberal institutions does not
mean the failure of all that liberalism stood for. Liberalism stood for a
certain spirit, certain ideals which it thought could be realised through the
institutions it came to defend. We may be firmly convinced of the inade-
quacy of these institutions and yet recognise the value of the ideal liberalism
preached. The suggestion that what liberalism preached as an ideal may
have a more permanent value than what it taught about social institutions
need not appear surprising. It is not unoften that statements of differing
degrees of generality find place within the fold of a single system of thought;
and even when some of these statements are rendered obsolete with
the passage of time, other statements of a more durable nature may retain
their right to recognition. It is only in a limited sense that a doctrine is
apt to be all of a piece ; and in practice we may even reject a doctrine—
as we may reject liberalism—while we take over the more permanent part
of its contribution.

In claiming that the liberal ideal has not lost its value even though
liberal institutions stand discredited, it is not suggested that the ideal has
completely escaped the influence of the institutions. As a matter of fact,
even ihe theoretic conception of the ideal has been, in the case of many
liberal thinkers, rendered confused and incomplete through the influence of
mistaken ideas on economic and political institutions. To take at this
stage only one example, liberal economic doctrine toyed with the idea of
‘“the economic man’’, and it can reasonably be suggested that this idea
obstructed the working out by the liberals of such a complete conception
of human nature as an adequate statement of their ideal requires. et
with all its incompleteness, the liberal ideal has a heart that degerves
respect. And liberals with a clear recognition of this essence of their creed
have not been entirely absent

* * * * T
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The essence of the liberal ideal lies in its insistence on the value of the
individual. Spiritually, individualism and liberalism are inseparable asso-
ciates. The individual, it has been asserted, is the ultimate centre of all
experiences ; happiness is a state of consciousness that in any final analysis
can only belong to the individual ; and therefore the happiness of society
as a whole can only mean the aggregate happiness of the individuals who
compose it. If happiness is a good, it is individual havopiness which ought
to be promoted. It has further been asserted that while every individual’
is a member of a community, he is in a quite fundamental sense unique ;
that even when his experiences resemble those of others, the way and the
order in which he receives them are stamped with his own individuality,
and it is a violence to his nature to force him to integrate his experiences
in conformity with a generally prescribed pattern.  The individual in short
should have maximum freedom to arrive at such unique integration of his
personality as his distinctive nafure demands. Freedom of the individual
being the supreme end neither custom nor tradition nor any institution, nor
even the state, may claim the allegiance of the individual irrespective of
its function in promoting freedom.  Restriction on the freedom of any
individual is never desirable as such, but should only be introduced when it
is calculated to extend to a greater degree the freedom of others.

In what has been stated above the crucial propositions are, firstly, that
the happiness of the individual is supremely valuable and secondly that the
individual should have maximum opportunity to develop his own distinc-
tive personality. These two propositions are not unrelated. It has been
claimed that happiness of the individual depends on the freedom that he
enjoys to develop his individuality, on his power and opportunity to inte-
grate his impulses and experiences in a spirit of sympathetic acceptance of
their peculiar character. When external compulsion results in the repres-
sion of some vital human impulse, there is often a tendency for the
repressed impulse to take revenge by reappearing in a form which is both
less conducive to the inner contentment of the individual and more anti-
social than the originally repressed desire. To take an example, the im-
pulse of love, when checked, may issue in the form of corroding cynicism
or even of wanton cruelty. In the interest of individual happiness it is
necessary that society should be reluctant fo repress individuality and should
be enthusiastic in its promotion. It has further been claimed that active
promotion of individuality is calculated to assist not only individual happi-
Ness, but also social progress. It is possible to confront this claim with the
objection that what is valuable for social progress (and for individual hap-
Piness alike) is not all types of freedom but only certain chosen types. It
may, for instance, be urged that freedom to create beauty is valuable while
freedom to produce ugliness is repugnant, freedom to experiment with truth
is desirable, while freedom to propagate falsehood is harmful, that in short
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the value of freedom depends on the ends that it serves.* A full considera-
tion of such objections may lead one to introduce greater balance in one's
emphasis on freedom, but need not induce one to withdraw that emphasis.
It is good indeed to recognise that a certain basic discipline is often neces-
sary in order that freedom may be fruitful, but the value of such discipline
lies ultimately in its power to extend freedom and to enable us to under-
take adventures in realms that were previously closed to us. Where imposed
discipline is glorified without reference to its relation to freedom, both hap-
piness and.progress stand in danger of being sacrificed.  Hence the im-
portance of emphasizing that freedom and not discipline is of primary value.

Where liberals stand for freedom in. opposition to an authoritarian
tradition or the totalitarian state, what they intend to emphasize is not that
all discipline is fruitless, but rather that discipline, in actual practice, is
being carried to a point where it ceases to be an ally of freedom and becomes
a burden on society. Even conceding that freedom in search of truth and
beauty is more important than freedom to pursue their opposites, the
question remains whether the cause of these great ends is likely to be
served best by the state or any other institution dictating to the individual
what constitutes truth and where lies beauty. If we consider the glorious
centuries in European history following the renaissance, with their splendid
achievements in natural and social sciences, in art and philosophy, we find
that in striking contrast to the monotonous Middle Ages, they offered a
wide field for rival trends of thought to flourish together and that it is this
capacity to accommodate conflicting points of view which made possible
that amazing progress of thought which was witnessed at that time. Tt seems
that thought, released from crippling conformity to tradition and authority,
was set at liberty to follow its own laws of development, dividing itself into
apparently contradictory trends, returning through some great thinker 10
an attempt at synthesis and branching out again in different directions.
It is only through such continuous differentiation and integration, divergence
and convergence, that thought can make progress in increasing understand-
ing of many-sided reality. It is essential for the unhampered development
of thought to allow a plurality of conflicting systems to grow together
towards ever-widening synthesis, if only because there are endless aspects
to reality, and understanding of all these diverse aspects cannot possibly
mature within the fold of any single system, however imposing it may
appear.  For progress of thought it is necessary, therefore, that different
individuals should be left free to elaborate their own views of reality with-
out being required to conform to any commonly accepted system. The
maximum that may be insisted on is that a person who undertakes an
adventure in the realm of ideas should liberally acquaint himself with the

* Alternatively, it may be suggested that if freedom as such is to be g19r1ﬁed
as an end, it has explicitly fo be interpreted in a mannes that removes iofr
from the ordinary liberal acceptation of that term.
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more outstanding experiences and conclusions of earlier thinkers. Subject

to this basic discipline there should be extensive freedom in the field of
thought,

It is permissible and is even necessary to point out that artists and
intellectuals have their social responsibilities but it is wrong to be impatient
with individuality out of an exaggerated or a misconceived regard for these
responsibilities. ~ Those who are engaged in creative pursuits require the
support of a sturdy individuality in order to rise to their full heights.
For the artist and the thinker it is especially important to preserve the
capacity to enter into those personal depths where great ideas are born
and great works of art fashioned. Though the experiences that an artist
or a thinker receives are largely social in origin, he has to be alone with
himself in the privacy of his depths in the gripping task of integrating
these experiences into systems of thought and works of art. So much of
the highest of human experiences is available to us only in moments of

“impregnable privacy that a too exclusive emphasis on the virtue of sociability

is likely to make life superficial and insolently unaware of its richest
possibilities.

Thus both for social progress and for assisting the individual to grow
towards the highest experiences of which he is capable, it is necessary, within
obvious limits, to retain the liberal emphasis on the value of individuality.

* * * * *

The liberal emphasis on the value of individual freedom played a liber-
ating role when it was first introduced. Since then circumstances have
thanged greatly. But the significance of the liberal ideal has not thereby
been exhausted. Tt might have been exhausted if in the meantime indivi-
dual freedom had been firmly secured and conditions hostile to the growth
of totalitarianism had grown up. That has not been the case. Not less,
Possibly more, than in the hey-day of liberalism we have today objective
conditions which make possible severe regimentation of society. And if
there exist today objective conditions making social regimentation a possi-

bility, we have also people with the will and the philosophy to turn this
Possibility into an actuality.

" 'I‘hos.e. who v.alue individual freedom have to find out ways and means
arriofganxslng society in a manner that assists the growth of freedom. -In
of f:1n§ at a new conception of social organisation adjusted to the claims
o g (:se om we have to perform a three-fold task. We have, in the first pl?ce,
i th:tmula.te c}'early the conditions that must be satisfied in a f\.ltﬁre society
t ma Soclety is to succeed in the task of preserving and promoting freedom.
be -my’ for example, he noted that in any such society the individual must

& position to enjoy that intricate pattern of freedoms which passes
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under the title of economic freedom ;* that he must be free from all guch’
political and social compulsions as are not demonstrably in the interest of
freedom, rightly conceived ; that the culture of such a society must be
zealous in emphasizing values, but hesitant in prescribing the ways in which
these values can or ought to be realised in life ; that in particular, there
should be emphasis on reason and ‘“‘charity’”’ whose guidance can be widely
neglected in the regulation of individual life only at the risk of allowing
experiments in individual freedom to pave the way to chaos, and in reaction
from it, to regimentation. Secondly, it is necessary to take into account
the materials, present and available today, out of which the society of
to-morrow has to be built. To take only one example, the growing
technology of our time must be accepted as part of those basic materials
which, for good or evil, shall enter into the fabric of future society.
Finally, we have to find out how, out of available materials, it is possible
to build up forms of society and types of culture, satisfying, to the greatest
possible extent, the conditions of freedom.

In framing our ideas regarding the institutions that we require in the
circumstances of today for promoting the freedom of the individual, liberalism
in its traditional form can offer us little positive guidance. Orthodox liber-
alism came to associate itself with institutions which, on the evidence of
history, have proved their capacity to destroy the ideals which they were
supposed to promote. It came to defend the system of private enterprist
which has given rise to a high degree of concentration of capital in a few
hands, a resulting intensification of class conflict, chaos, on a considerable
scale, in the field of international trade and general economic stagnation
It put its faith in the system of parliamentary democracy which satisfie
itself with popular elections and representative government. It is a faif
index of the inadequacy of this system that Hitler came to power through
a popular election. Political democracy will remain fragile and ineffective
until it provides for something more than formal ‘‘representative’ govern
ment. It must build itself on education that arms the people with a sense
of the importance of their rights and with the knowledge of how to defend
them, and extend itself to include economic democracy and to adopt wide:
spread devices for ensuring direct popular control over and participatiot
in vital legislative and administrative functions. Orthodox liberalism, agait
has been, ever since its inception, in firm alliance with nationalism. It ca
be shown that under prevailing circumstances any country that attemp!s
a purely nationalist solution of the problems of our time is practically certain
to drift towards autarky, militarism and totalitarianism, which togethef
constitute’a tragic negation of the liberal ideal. The liberal ideal is incom

.. ¥He must—to elaborate this point—have the opportunity to earn a }iﬂceﬂt
living under tolerable conditions of work, have a wide choice in the selection 0
bis occupation, have enough leisure, and, subject to obvious limitations, have 1%
freedom to spend what he earns according to his own inclinations.
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sistent with unconditional loyalty to any such arbitrary group as the nation ;
it must find its logical and its spiritual basis in individualism, on the one
hand, and humanism on the other. Humanisni, and not nationalism, is the
patural ally of individualism : the individual in the depth of his nature
is 2 man, and not a member of an arbitrarily demarcated group. Nation-
alism has not only provided liberalism with an institution unsuited to its
spirit ; it has prevented liberals from realising clearly the fullest import
of the ideal they stand for and, to that extent, it has corrupted the very

spirit of liberalism.

To state the liberal ideal in its purest essence, and to suggest ways and
means of enthroning that ideal in social life, through institutions which
many orthodox liberals may be among the first to oppose, is an important
task of our age.* Those who will undertake to fulfil this task will possibly
arrive at an ideology which is so far removed from orthodox liberalism as
to deserve an altogether new name ; but in thus discarding liberalism, the
builders of the new philosophy will have paid back their debt to it in the
only way in which spiritual debts are repaid.

L]
Cosmic Rays
DEVAPRASAD DATTA—-Third Year, Science

OME fifty years ago scientists were perplexed to find that their electros-
S copes lost electric charges without any apparent reason. The elec-
troscopes leak when the surrounding air is jonised i.e., made conducting
by radiations emitted by radium and such other radio-active substances.
But the problem faced by the scientists was made difficult by the fact that
the electroscopes lost charge even when they were covered by sheets of
lead which stopped all kinds of known ionising radiation. So the scientists
concluded that there existed an unknown radiation much more penetrating

e b et

# It may be thought that in socialism we have already an answer to the question
of how to preserve freedom through a social organisation fitted to the circumstances
of our time. Any such statement is far too complacent to be of much practical
help. Socialism has various brands, and the types that have so far been practised
over any considerable length of time have generally been singularly hostile to
freedom. To those who are concerned with the problem of freedom, socialism is

more an exploration than a solution.
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than any radiation then known. Experiments showed that
radiation produced from four to nine pairs of ions per second in one cuby
centimetre of air which contains 2.7 x 10" molecules. Experiments als
showed that such radiations were not of terrestrial origin because Hess an
Kolhoerster had proved in 191z-13 that ionisation effect is greater at highe
altitudes. Then came the question : Where did it come from ? Wht
Was it a kind of super X-ray with incredibly short wave

was its nature?
Or did it consist of electrically

length and electrically neutral like light?
charged corpuscles like those emitted by radium? These questions were

left unanswered for the next ten years due to World War I. In 19
R. Millikan gave a new impetus to the research by experimenting with #
under water and high up in the air.  Continuing these measurements
E. Regener found the jonisation to be 200 times stronger at an altitude of[
30 kms. than at the sea-level. He also recorded the radiation at the depth
of 235 metres under water., From these experiments it was proved th'at
these radiations were not of terrestrial origin but they have their orign
somewhere in the vast Cosmos and thus they were named ‘‘Cosmic rays’

The researches with these rays took a decisive turn with the inventiod
of the two instruments—the “‘Geiger-Muller Counter’”’ and the ‘Wil
Cloud-Chamber’’. The Counter undergoes an electric discharge when at
ionising particle passes through it and the number of discharges is aufo‘
matically counted. In the Cloud-Chamber the enclosed saturated moist
air is suddenly cooled by expansion and the condensation only takes place
over ioms or ionised particles. Along the ionised paths cloud tracks ar
formed and they are automatically photographed. The dellection of he
ionising particles in a magnetic field can also be detected by this instr}lmeﬂh
thus indicating the kind of charge possessed by the particle. W}th the
help of these instruments the direction, mass, velocity, and electric colr
dition of the particles comprising the radiation can be determined. t.

oul

The first successful experiment under magnetic fields was carried' t
with the earth’s field, which is very feeble, only .2 to .5 gauge a8 agam;
15,000 gauge that can be produced in the laboratory. But the far exten
ing terrestrial-field catches particles from a great distance.

The debarring influence is greatest at the magnetic equator becauff
the radiations coming in that direction are perpendicular to the earth;
field. If the cosmic ray consists of electrically charged particles t?enthle
will be found in abundance in the polar region but less profusely ”; i
equatorial region. The very first measurement showed a drop of I4/0 a'
the equator. But is it due to the earth’s magnetic influence or to the at.mi;
phere? A. H. Compton showed by classic experiments that the latity
effect is greater than the altitude effect.  Contrary to expectations: et
intensity was found to increase upto the latitude of 45° or 50° an the
remain constant. With the help of G. M. Counters it was found tha' t
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more penetrating part of the cosmic rays consisted more of positive charge
than of negative. In 1933 H. L. Anderson of Pasadena detected an un-
usual phenomenon—a pair of cloud trails left by one negative and one
positive particle. The positive particle was named Positron. It had so
long escaped detection due to its extremely short life, about one millionth
of a second. The most amazing thing about this pair of particles is that
they are formed not from anything material but from energy, according
to the formula of Einstein E=mc? where 'c is the velocity of light (3 x ro!*
'ms per second), ‘E’ is the energy in ergs, and ‘m’ the mass in grammes.
This shows what an incredible amount of energy is required in their for-
‘nation,

If a photon or the grain of light is transformed into an electron pair its
energy must be equal to one million electro-volts which is called I Mev.
and that is the energy-unit in the cosmic ray research. Gamma rays from
Thorium contain energy of value 2.6 Mev, hence they can be converted
into an electron pair. Fission of Uranium releases energy of 160 Mev,
but the cosmic ray generally possesses energy of several thousand Mev—
thus it is a heaven-sent source of enormous power to the physicist.

What is the source of this immense energy? It does not depend on
any solar radiation but it is only disturbed equally all over the earth during
magnetic storms, the phenomenon which is atiributed to the hypothetical
electron ring in high altitudes. Some scientists trace the origin of the
cosmic ray to the ‘““Supernovae’ in which stars for some unknown reason
undergo a terrible explosion, and the light caused thereby increases the
dim trickle of light received by 25 or 30 %. Such phenomena are extremely
rare, only ten having been recorded until now. The common ‘‘Novae’
does not eject enough mass to fill the interstellar space as the cosmic rays.

In 1935 the Japanese physicist Yukawa while working on the forces
acting on the atomic nucleus, assumed the existence of a particle Meson,
capable of being charged positively or negatively and having a mass 200
times that of an electron. Two years later the Meson was actually detected
in the cloud chamber and its life was found to be 0.000002 seconds when
at rest and a trifle more when in motion. Since its mass is 200 times that
of an electron, it requires 100 Mev for its creation,

According to present-day theory, the atomic nucleus consists of protons
and neutrons. They are essentially the same corpuscle nucleon, only the
former is charged positively and the latter is neutral.  Negatively
Bohr’s theory, when an electron passes from the outer to the inner ring a
photon is released. Again, if an electron is in interaction with an electro-
Magnetic field it releases a photon which is absorbed by another electron.
The Meson plays the same part in the nucleus as the photon does in electrons.
The field that exists in the nucleus as a substitute for the electro-magnetic
field keeps the atom cemented. This, for want of space, has only a cor-

2
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puscular state and no wave-nature is exhibited by them. These corpuscles
are the Mesons and the field is the Mesonic field. The reason why they
were not detected in the atom is that their life is far too short to be recorded,
In a photograph taken in a cloud chamber by Williams and Robertson m
1940 it was found that the Meson disintegrated into an electron and a neutral
particle ‘‘Neutrino’’ which was also predicted by Yukawa. A neutnl
Meson is named ‘‘Neutretto’” and its discovery is awaited.  Recently a
report from the flying laboratory, a B-29 Superfortress flying at an altitude
of 30 to 40 thousand feet, says that the Neufretto also exists.

Recently an emulsion known as the Nuclear Research Emulsion has
been invented in which the travelling corpuscles record their path by acting
on its silver bromide, oxygen, nitrogen, or carbon. A recent photograph
by Perkins with a plate covered by the N. R. E. (Nuclear Research Emul
sion) revealed that a slow Meson disintegrated an atom into three parts
by smashing its nucleus. Mesons not only ionise in their way but they
also retain enough energy to smash the nucleus of an atom. Neutrons
were so long used for atomic fission, because the neutrons being neutral
are not repelled by charges so that they can proceed relentlessly until they
hit a nucleus and smash it. The N. R. E. photographs exposed for si
weeks by Power and Occhialini on Pic du Midi, recorded that two atomic dis
integrations per square centimetre was brought about by Mesons.

Among the components of cosmic rays two main groups are identified,
the soft or the easily absorbable group A, and the hard or the highly pene-
trating group B. It should never be thought that the group A contains
less energy than the group B. The penetration depends on the amount o
energy possessed by the particle.  These corpuscles which scatter ther
energy in ionising the gas through which they pass penetrate less than thos
which preserve their energy. The Mesons are the most penetrating com
ponent of the cosmic rays. At sea-level they form 70 to 809 of the total
radiation. They have been traced as deep as 1000 metres below the s
and they harden with the depth.

If two lead screens are placed in the path of the cosmic rays withi?
the cloud chamber it is found that the track of an electron stops on the
upper plate, leaves nothing between the plates and then a pair of electrod
and position emerges from the lower plate. This phenomenon is explained
in the following way: The electron passing through the upper Jead"
plate has been transformed into a photon, which was invisible due to ifs
non-ionisation, and then passing through the second screen it is transformed
into an electron pair. Electrons thus produced possess enough energy {0
produce new photons which in turn become an electron pair. In this manne
one electron is multiplied into a “‘burst”’ ‘‘shower’’, or ‘‘cascade’’. In such
dense material as lead the incoming rays are multiplied hundreds of times
in passing through a few centimetres. The energy of a single ray at se&
level is from 2000 to 10000 Mev. In a large beam there are mo less than
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100,000 rays. From this we can deduce what fantastic energy has pro-
duced these rays. The shower is to be at its maximum at a height of 16 km.
because above that height there is not enough matter and below that there
are not enough rays.

I cosmic rays did fall on earth without any protection, all vestiges of
life would have been wiped out. The ionosphere at the high altitudes pre-
vents them from reaching the earth in full strength. Russian scientists,
it is believed, are trying to find a device by which a portion of the iono-
sphere may be neutralised for some time. Then a whitish beam will fall
on the exposed part of the earth and will not only destroy all types of life
.but also make the zone unfit to bear life for thousands of years or perhaps
for ever. So far as the effect of the cosmic rays, which reach the earth
in dilute doses, on living matter is concerned we are still in complete
darkness.

Sir Jehangir Coyajee
—A REMINISCENCE—

Pror. D. GuosH—Department of Economics,
University of Calcutia

M Y first impression of Professor Coyajee was of an extremely pleasant

man. That was in 1920 ; 1 met him in his room after the lecture
ad put to him some elementary difficulty of mine. He quietly solved
it and directed ne smilingly.

I saw him off and on during the next twenty-five years or so. My
first impression was only confirmed and deepened by my subsequent con-
tacts. I never found him dull or depressed ; he had, indeed, a sort of
freshness which the passage of years did not diminish. I once asked him
, the reason of it. “‘I don’t worry”’, he-said. His answer was simple but
ot quite satisfying. ‘‘Not worrying’’ is a negative quality of the mind,
achieved by the deliberate exercise of will power. With Professor Coyajee
cheerfulness was the expression of a positive attitude to life of which the
thief component was charity. He loved life and living and wanted others
to do the same. He never spoke ill of others and if ever conversation
strayed on to persons whom he did not like or care for, he would by-pass
them gracefully. On the other hand, when he talked of men and women
¥hom he 1espected or admired, he would warm up perceptibly and though
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his words were few, one could feel how intensely sincere they were He
was appreciative of merit in high and low places ; indeed if he had a
blemish, it was that of being sometimes more generous in his estimate of
others than worldly judgment would confirm.

That was the man, kindly, charitable, quietly happy, and unchang
ingly fresh. I knew him over a period during which big changes took
place in his life. He was appointed to important commissions and
knighted ; he received widespread recognition as one of the ablest of ou
economists ; he lost his wife and left the city of his adoption in circum-
stances which many wished were otherwise. But honours did not spol
him, nor disappointment embitter.  He retained to the end of his days
only the pleasanter memories of his long association with this province,
his pupils and his college and drew a wveil of charitable oblivion over the
less pleasant ones. Not long before his death, I was lunching with hin
at his residence in Malabar Hill in Bombay. T had a colleague of mine
of the Bombay University with me. As happens with younger people
meeting some one much older in age and experience, our interest tumed
to Sir Jehangir’s past. The place was quiet and neatly appointed and the
food good. Sir Jehangir had enjoyed his meal. He fell into the
reminiscent mood and leaning aside in his chair started talking of hi
past. I cannot now recall in detail what he said ; but the general impres
sion he left on me still persists, There was a man who had taken kindly
to life and if he had regrets, these were of minor importance by the side of
the overall joy he got out of existence.

These qualities of his made Professor Coyajee a well beloved teacher
He was not just popular in the vulgar sense. He did not pander to the
weakness of his students; he won their hearts by true sympathy. He
understood their difficulties and was full of encouragement to them. He
would go much further than many a teacher in helping his pupils in life
and years after they had left him, he would remember them with pride
and affection, beaming with joy whenever news of their success reached him.

Professor Coyajee had, in brief, the right emotional make-up for 2
teacher and his success in his purely academic relationship with his students
was largely founded on it. For he could, by his sympathy, draw them
out and prepare them for the easy reception of what he taught. I would.
not describe him as a brilliant lecturer who would scintillate and move and
charm his audience. His chief merits were soundness of scholarship and
capacity for imparting to his pupils a firm knowledge of the basic truths of his
science. He would not normally hunt out obscurities, analyse and resolve them.
He concentrated on truths that had been accepted, leaving to the inqui
silive pupil to probe into the debatable. I sometimes wonder if this is not
at jeast, in an immature science like Economics, still the best pedagogic
method. Do we not often, partly as an exercise in intellectnal exhibitionism,
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worry our pupils with difficulties which are better left to them to discover
as and when they mature?

Sir Jehangir had finished off at Cambridge, learnt under Marshall and
Pigou and been a contemporary of Keynes. These contacts had given him
intellectual values which he never parted with. He was a sincere laissez
farist and a convinced free trader. He was aware of the limitations of
lusssez faire and free trade ; but, for him the limitations were unimportant
in comparison with the vast potentiality for economic good that the
doctrines contained.

There is small sense in criticising Sir Jehangir for his views on free
trade or monetary issues ; these were cogently worked out from premises
that were sincerely believed in. It is these premises.which experience has
shown to be inadequate and with that discovery has come the recent intel-
lectual movement away from the older creeds. This does not, however,
mean that those who criticised him or held opposed views were correct.
Few of them had any premises to start with and most of them tried to
cover their poor logic by appeals to prejudices rather than to reason. Sir
Jehangir relied on the methods of science, while his critics resorted to those
of demagogy and that is why he could build up in this province a tradition
of objective thinking on economic issues which was so little in evidence
elsewhere. It is this tradition—difficult to build up but easy to demolish,
often little paying to the social scientist personally, but vital to the health
of his science—that was Professor Coyajee’s distinctive contribution to the
study of economics in this country and in particular, this province. The
best way to remember him is to help keep this tradition alive through the
trying years that social scientists in India have to go through in the
immediate future.

[JeHANGIR COOVARJEE COYAJEE: B.A., LL.B. (Bombay), Assistant Pro-
fessor of Persian, Elphinstone College, Bombay, 1903. Professor of Persian,
Wilson College, 1906.  Scholar of Caius College, Cambridge. B. A.
(Cantab), 1910. Professor of Economics, Presidency College, Calcutta, since
March 17, 1911. On deputation as a member of the Swan Commitice
(appointed by the Government of Bengal), 1917 ; of the Royal Commission
on Indian Currency and Finance, November, 1925 to June, 1926. President,
Indian Economic Conference (at Lahore), January, 1923. Delegate to the
League of Nations at Geneva (1926-31). Kwmighted, 1928. Principal,
Presidency College, Calcutta, October, 1930 to August, 1931. Nominated
Member, Council of State, 1930. Principal and Professor™ of Economics,
Andhra  University (1932-35). Appointed Member of the Indian Coal
Committee (1936-37). Elected Government Research Fellow, K. R. Cama
Oriental Institute, 1939. Died, July 14, 1943.]



Benoy Sarkar as an Exponent of
Young India

(1887-1949)
Pror. HARIDAS MUKHERJEE—Ex-Student

BENOY SARKAR (1887-1949) was one of the foremost thinkers and

builders of modern India. He was in line with those great Titans
whose vision, energy and endeavour carved out for India a permanent
address in the modern world. His creative career started with the
initial year of the Glorious Bengali Revolution (1905-I4) and persisted with
all its dash and vigour till his death in November, 1949. His creations
and activities thus spread over the whole span of the first half of the
present century. In these fifty years India and the world had changed
almost in a revolutionary way. Himself a product of this revolutionary
change, Benoy Sarkar was also in a very real sense a mighly factor in
producing this change. Tf India is now somewhat politically free and if
the Orient and the Occident have come today to a better and more reasonable
understanding than before, it is not a little due to the persistent intellectual
activities and cultural propaganda of Sarkar. Few of our national leaders
had worked in foreign lands with greater zeal and sincerity than Sarkar in
order to gain for India a footing of equality with the Western races. In
any study of Benoy Sarkar this bit of factual history must be firmly grasped
and clearly understood. It will be sheer nonsense to eulogise the man
blindly without understanding this real réle he played in modern India and
in her relation to the larger world. He was far greater than what many of his
colleagues and contemporaries could possibly conceive of. The premature
death of such a man is indeed an irreparable national loss and in his death
India has lost one of her most patriotic sons and one of her loudest
exponents in the international forum.

BRILLIANT UNIVERSITY CAREER R

Born at Malda in Bengal in 1887, Benoy Sarkar received his early
education there and stood first in the Entrance Examination of the Calcuita
University at the age of thirteen. His college career at the Presidency
College (1900-06) was equally brilliant. In 1905 he secured a First Class
First in double Honours (English and History) and obtained the renowned
Ishan Scholarship of the year as the best Honours student of the University.
Next year, he took his M.A. degree in English. He was then a prominent
figure in the academic world of Calcutta and veteran scholars of that time
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recognised in him a potential intellectual leader of the country in near
future. As a student Benoy Sarkar kept lively contacts with diverse men,
institutions and movements. Among his college associates and intimate
friends of that time (1900-06) may be mentioned, the names of Haran
Chakladar (anthropologist), Radhakumud Mookerji (historian), Radhakamal
Mookerji (economist and sociologist), Rajendra Prasad (Congress leader),
late Prafulla Kumar Sarkar (journalist and social philosopher), late Rabindra
Narayan Ghose (Principal, Ripon College), late Nripendra Chandra
Banerjee (Prof. of English), Advocate Atul Gupta and late Rakhaldas
Banerjee (archaeologist and historian), Upendra Nath Ghosal (historian),
Surendra Nath Dasgupta (historian of philosophy) and Girin Bose (psycho-
analyst).

In THE SwaDESHI MOVEMENT (1905-14)

It is worth while to observe that the period (1905-14) was one of great
storm and stress for Young Bengal. The Bengali Revolution declared itself
on the 7th August, 1905 and was daily proceeding with speed and volume
in the country. The call of the motherland found a deep echo in young
Sarkar’s mind.

In that atmosphere he rejected the India Government’s State Scholarship
as well as the most covetable offer of the day of a Deputy Magistrate (1906).
They had practically no charm for him. The dream of the country’s
freedom,—political, economic and cultural,—was the elan vifal of him.
Soon he was drawn into the heart of the revolutionary movement. The ideo-
logical foundations of the Bengali Revolution were laid in the country by the
late Satish Mukherjee long before 1go5. Late Satish Mukherjee was the
pioneer of the National Education Movement. He was the editor of the
Dawn and the founder of the Dawn Society. His saintly character and
magnetic personality gathered round him a band of enthusiastic followers
among whom Benay Sarkar was one of the most prominent.

Under Satish Mukherjee, Benoy Sarkar was initiated into the ideals of
self-sacrifice, patriotism and social service. As a follower of Satish Mukherjee,
he joined the Swadeshi Revolution and actively participated in the National
Education Movement. Benoy Sarkar not only set up a number of national
schools at Malda, but wrote a variety of books for the learners on national
education and on national lines (1906-14). Among these publications the
following deserve special mention: (1) Bange Navayuger Nutan Siksha
(1907), (2) Siksha-Vijnaner Bhumika (1910) available in English translation,
sa (3) Introduction to the Science of Education (1913), (4) The Study of
Language (1910). (5) Science of History and Hope of Mankind (1912),
(6) Sadhana (1912).

The publications of Prof. Sarkar in the Swadeshi period (1905-14) were
1o less than twenty volumes and they together covered nearly two thousand
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and five hundred printed pages. Some of these books were published from
London while some others were translated into Hindi. They dealt with
wide variety of subjects and the comparative method was constantly followed,
The contemporary scholars, thinkers and savants of Bengal were struck
with wonder by the prolific character of Sarkar’s literary productions. These
publications unquestionably demonstrate Sarkar’s astonishing grasp over
facts and they are the visible symbols of the inner urge and integrity with
which he served the National Education cause of his country. The College
of Engineering and Technology at Jadabpur, Calcutta, is today perhaps the
only living monument bearing on it the stamp of the National Education
Movement of the Swadeshi period. It is the result of the gradual evolution
and transformation of the National Council of Education (1905-14) ot which
Benoy Sarkar had always been an important limb. With the history of the
evolution of the Jadabpur College his life was intimately woven, Through-
out its historical career he had been in the very heart of it and to ifs
present mouiding few after Satish Mul{herjee had contributed so substantially
as he.

Next we may call attention to Benoy Sarkar’s introduction of new
pedagogic theories into the field of Bengali scholarship through his diverse
publications of the Swadeshi period. It was he who for the first time
taught the Bengalees as well as other peoples of India to learn a language,
Indian or foreign, without grammar. For his revolutionary departure from
the beaten track in educational theory and practice he was warmly acclaimed
as"a pioneer in the field by prominent scholars like Brojen Seal, Harapiasad

- Sastri, Mahamahopadhyaya Adityaram Bhattacharyya and others. Hi
novel method of teaching Sanskrit without grammar was so impressive as ¥
win for him the title of Vidya-Vaibhava from the Sanskrit scholars of
Benares (1912).

Prof. Sarkar, be it recalled, was also responsible during Swadeshi
period (1905-14) for training up Indian experts in foreign affairs. Firs't-
hand foreign education was considered by him as an important factor 1
the remaking of the country, and thanks to his initiative, sixteen scholars
were sent abroad for higher training in western arts and sciences. These
foreign-trained scholars later on rendered valuable services to the country
in various capacities.

Again, it was Sarkar who was chiefly responsible for placing a SOlid_
fund with the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat (Calcutta) to encourge the Bengall
translation of important western works (I9IX).

All these were the different aspects of his services to the mother-land
during the period of the Swadeshi Movement (1g05-14).
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IN WorLD-ToUR (1914-25)

A completely new chapter of Benoy Sarkar’s life opened in 1914 and
spread over till 1925. It was the first period of his world-tour and his
cultural conquests on different fronts in the two hemispheres. It was also
the period of his countless publications in a variety of modern languages,—
English, Bengali, Hindi, French, German and Italian. He undertook a tour
through Egypt (1914), England, Scotland and Ireland (1914), the U.S. A.
(1914-15), Hawii Islands (1915), Japan (1915), Korea and Manchuria (1915),
China (1915-16), the U. S. A. (1916-20), France (1920-21), Germany (1921-
23), Austria (1922-23), Switzerland (1923-24), Italy (1924), Austria and
Germany (1924-25) and again Ttaly (1925). As a Visiting Professor he
lectured in all those lands very extensively. There was hardly any important
university in Europe and America in which he did not throw out his challenge
as an exponent of Young India. In Germany he spoke in German, in
France in French and in Italy in Italian, thus showing his solid mastery
over three continental languages. He could freely use them according to
his need of the moment. This mastery enabled him to study French,
German and Italian sources in their originals and he made free use of them
in his speeches and publications. Through Benoy Sarkar India could know
France, Germany and Italy better, more correctly and more realistically than
ever before. And in their turn, France, Germany and Italy could also
know India more adequately, more correctly and more realistically, This
was also true in the case of Great Britain and the U.S.A. as well as the Far
East. Previous to 1914, Indian Scholars were used to looking at the world
through Anglo-American spectacles. In comparative culture-study India was
hardly placed in the perspectives of non-English and non-American worlds.
But thanks to the Sarkarian methodology, India was always placed in
comparative culture-study in the diverse perspectives of the world along with
the Anglo-American.

In other words, India was always thrown in bold relief in the perspec-
tives of each country from Tokyo to Mexico. The introduction of this
method in comparative culture-study was a solid contribution of Prof. Sarkar
in this period (1914-25) and since.

The different publications of this period sufficiently bear out the validity
of Prof. Sarkar’s title to be the pioneer of a new methodology in comparative
culture-study.  His Futurism of Young Asia (Leipzig, 1922 pp. 410)
constitutes a monumental proof of his methodological novelty. His publica-
tions of this period in Indian papers,—dailies, weeklies and other periodicals,
—were legion. There was hardly any intellectual of India who had not
read at least one or two of the countless writings of Prof. Sarkar at that time
(1914-25). His big publications, apart from those in German, French and
Italian, ran to about two dozen. Different aspects of world-culture,—
ancient, medieval and modern,—constituted the fundamental theme of Prof.

3
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Sarkar. His published works of this period (1914-25) alone covered about
eight thousand pages.

SOME SARKARIAN CHARACTERISTICS

It is well to remember certain basic facts about these publications. First,
they are diversified and they serve as an adequate index to Prof. Sarkar’s
encyclopaedic scholarship. There was hardly a subject which he had not
touched and enriched. His interest traversed through all the epochs of human
culture and in each subject, his knowledge was amazingly vast and penetrat-
ing. A celebrated German paper viz. Sozialwis senschaftliches Literaturblai
once observed: Prof. Sarkar reminds us in many ways of our Oswald
Spengler on account of startlingly many-sided erudition and intellectual
flexibility with which this scholarship traverses in a powerful manner al
the regions and epochs of human culture.”’

A second important fact to emphasise is that every time Prof. Sarkar
wrote, he was capable of introducing a new technique_of interpretation and
of giving a new message of his own. Benoy Sarkar is, above all, original
He is nothing if he is not original—original in style, original in technique,
and original in message. ‘‘Raja Rammohan Roy, Keshab Chandra Sen,
Pandit Iswarchandra  Vidyasagar, Surendranath  Banerjee, Swami
Vivekananda, Chittaranjan Das, and Subhaschandra Bose”’, once wrote
the Indian Social Reformer of Bombay in its editorial columns, ‘“are all
typical examples of the free and independent spirit of Bengal which refuses
tu bend its knees to any individual or cult. An even more impressive
example is Benoykumar Sarkar, who challenges practically every school
of thought which holds the field in India today’’, That clearly sums up
the Sarkarian standpoint as a thinker and creator.

A third basic fact to note is that Prof. Sarkar's publications exhibt
an astonishing clarity of thought with effectiveness of assertion. Judged by
the Shavian dictum that effectiveness of assertion is style, it is needless
to say that Prof. Sarkar had a style of his own, which may be best called
the Sarkarian style. As regards his treatment of data he was almost
mathematically precise and factual. ‘

As a patriot and social servant he aspired after India’s greatness, but

as a thinker and theorist he maintained a singular objectivity.

Unlike others, his motive in speeches and writings was not to seek
popularity, but to find out “‘truths” in human relations. He was never
afraid of speaking out ‘‘truths’’ unreservedly. His unorthodox approach
to life and study was often provocative. It was not for nothing that he
was called a prophet by some and a crank by others.
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IMPACT OF SARKARISM

A fourth basic fact that needs to be emphasised is the reaction of the
intellectual world to the Sarkarian impact.

Prof. Sarkar undertook a world-tour during 1914-25 with the cent.ral
purpose of bringing about a closer, deeper, and more human understanding
between the East and the West.

Since the Battle of Plassey (1757) down to the day of the Swadeshi
Movement (19os), the entire Orient was lying in a servile or semi-servile
state, being dominated everywhere by the Western Powers. This domination
was both political and cultural. But since Igo5 entire Asia entered upon a
period of creative revolt and reconstruction. Few of the Asian leaders
could represent that great revolt in the international forum more impressively
and more adequately than Prof. Sarkar. During 1914-25 he served as one
of the greatest unofficial ambassadors of India, nay, of Asia in foreign lands
and strove most strenuously through countless speeches and writings for
bringing about a human understanding between the two hemispheres. His
central message was equality between the FEast and the West.
On the strength of his own comparative studies and researches
in East-West ideas and institutions, he came to the conclusion
that a good deal of nonsense had so long been propagated
about India’s or Asia’s r16le in the world—ancient, medieval and
modern. He found world-scholarship vitiated by the presence and
propagation of what he called pseudo-science, pseudo-history and pseudo-
socioiogy. The result was that the theory of fundamental distinction
between the East and the West in culture, general outlook and scheme of
life was loudly preached at home and abroad.

Prof. Sarkar broke away right from the traditional way of thinking
and intellectually threw out his challenge to the combined scholarship of
the Occident on this point*. He was the first to cry halt
to it in an effective manner. His publication Positive Back-
ground of Hindy Sociolosy (Vol. 1 1914; Vol. II 1021) Was a
solid counterblast to the then prevailing notion of East-West difference.
His most memorable challenge was The Futurism of Young Asia
(Leipzig, pp. 410 ; 1922) which was encyclopaedic in conception and which
strove to demolish at a giant’s blow the false and artificial superstructure of
Fast-West difference in outlook and mentality. ‘“Humanity”’, Prof. Sarkar
held and preached, ‘‘is in short essentially one,—in spite of physical and
physiognomic diversities, and in spite of historic race-prejudices. The elan
vital of human life has always and everywhere consisted in the desire to live
and in the power to flourish by responding to the thousand and one stimuli of
the Universe and by utilising the innumerable world-forces’’. This was the

—_——

* Haridas Mukherjee: Benoy Sarkar as a Pioneer in Neo-Indology (Modern
Review, February, 1950).
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Sarkarian standpoint in world-culture. In all his lectures and writings of
this period of world-tour (1914-25) this point of view, among others, was
emphasized, most clearly, most unequivocally and most objectively.

Prof. Sorokin, the great contemporary American sociologist, once
commenting on Prof. Sarkar’s dissimilarity with many Western sociologists,
said that Prof. Sarkar’s position seems to be more critical, more
accurate and more acceptable. In this connection it is interesting to see that
Prof. Norman Himes writing in the Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science observed that Prof. Sarkar’s work ‘‘is far less
piovincial than go per cent of Western social science books. Prof. Sarkar
is far better acquainted with Western thought and social and economic
conditions than are Western scholars with Eastern thought and conditions.”
All these tend to show that Piof. Sarkar’s world-tour did not go in vain.
Factually speaking, liberal scholars, thinkers and writers of Eur-America
were knocked out of their many old idols and superstitions inherited from
the 19th century and convinced of the Sarkarian approach, method and
message in world-culture. Prof. Karl Haushofer (Munich) wrote about
Sarkar’s Futurism of Young Asiw (Leipzig, 1922, pp. 410) that the
book concerned “‘explains perhaps more explicitly than all others the relations
of the national ideas of China and India with Pan-Asian currents of thought
and their antithesis to the Eur-American tendencies. It may be regarded
as a guide to the ideas of leaders of the Asian movement. Everybody who
undertakes a deeper and more intensive investigation of this problem, in
so far as the exhibition of surging ideas is concerned, will have to begin
chiefly by analysing Sarkar’s philosophical fresco of awakening Asia. This
is the most magnificent of all presentations from the Asian standpoint
known to me.”

CAREER IN INDIA (1925-49)

The third phase of his career started with Prof. Sarkar’s return to India
(1925) and his appointment as a Professor of Economics in the Post-
Graduate Department of the Calcutta University (1926). This period extended
right upto February, 1949, when he left for the U.S.A. for a new term.

During this period Prof. Sarkar’ impressed his countrymen first, as a
great teacher of uncommon genius, and secondly, as a great builder of India’s
intellectual life. Throughout this whole period he stayed in India with a
short break in 1929-31 when he had been in Europe as a visiting-Professor.
At home or abroad, he addressed his mind most enegetically to the enrich-
ment and expansion of India’s intellectual horizon. He became intimately
connected with diverse men, institutions and movements. In very many
instances men and institutions were formed and fostered under his creative
leadership. He founded during this period (1925-49) no less than eight
Research [Institutes in Calcutta, viz. (1) Bengali Institute of Economics
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(1928), (2) ‘‘International Bengal”’ Institute (1931), (3) Bengali Society
of German Culture (1931), (4) ‘‘Malda in Calcutta” Society (1933),
(s) District Council of National Education, Malda (1934), (6) Bengalf
Institute of Sociclogy (193%), (7) Bengali Asia Academy (1938), (8) Bengali
Dante Society (1938) and last but not least, Bengali Institute of
American Culture (1046). With each of these Institutes a band of
enthusiastic research scholars was connected. Prof. Sarkar guided no
kss than ome hundred scholars in research-lines in a wide variety of
sibjects with an astonishing ability. He constantly emphasised before his
Research-Fellows and Associates the need for linguistic equipment of the
Indian scholars. At least one European language other than English must
be learnt by the research-workers on a compulsory basis. Besides, he also
taught his associates and pupils two other basic lessons: first, to study every-
thing in world-perspectives, and secondly, to study life and the universe in
a thoroughly objective manner. As regards the method of handling and
interpreting the data he was never in the habit of inflicting himself on others.
Philosophically speaking, Sarkar was an advocate of the ‘‘pluralist view of
If” and he constantly employed the pluralist technique in handling and
interpreting the data. He was the_first to introduce the pluralist technique
to the field of Bengali, nay, of Indian scholarship, on a vast and organised
scale. Here is to be noticed another significant contribution of Sarkar to
modern India’s scientific or philosophic scholarship. Among his publica-
tions, Creative India (Lahore, 1937 ; pp. 725), Villages and Towns as Social
Patterns (Calcutta, 1941; pp. 704), Pokitical Philosophics since 1905
(Madras and Lahore, 2 vols., 1928, 1942 ; pp. 1698) may be easily singled
out as a wide-flung encyclopaedic application of this pluralist methodology.

ENRICHMENT OF BENGALI LITERATURE

The enrichment of Bengali literature in serious historical, philosophical,
tconomic and political thinking was a constant dream of Benoy Sarkar.
He urged his pupils and associates to record the results of their studies
and researches in Bengali. Intellectuals with a business-like temperament
hardly appreciated this point, but he was ever insistent on it. During his®
period of first world-tour (1914-25) he kept constant contact with the Bengali-
speaking world through the numerous Bengali periodicals of the time,—
dailies, weeklies and monthlies. His wide experiences as acquired by travels
in different lands amidst different peoples and races were at once communi-
cated to his countrymen through his countless writings. Even his Bengali
works of that period (1914-25) ran to at least ten big volumes covering
approximately four thousand pages. To these Bengali volumes were added
several new ones in the period of 1925-35. The general topic as well the
tile of these volumes, thirteen in number, was Vartaman Jagat (Modern
World) which included a factual discussion of the diverse races, cultures and
human progress of the modern world. The first volume of this series was
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published in 1915 and the last one in 1935. The Vartaman [agt
(pp. 4700) introduced a new tone and vision into the academic and
intellectual life of Bengal. Its readers were thousands and they could know,
—in very many inftances for the first time too.—the thousand and one
currents and cross-currents of the modern world understood in the widest
sense possible. Besidles this, Prof. Sarkar was also responsible for Bengali
translation of certain E}lassical books in economics from French and German.
They included, first, Parsvar, Gosthi O Rashira (Bengali translation from a
German book by Engels ; 1926), secondly, Dhana-daulater Rupantar (Bengal
translation from a French work by Lafargue ; 1928), and thirdly, Swadeshi
Andolana O Sanrakshana-Niti (Bengali translation from a German book by
Frederick List ; 1930). Among his other Bengali publications in the period
of 1925-39, Naya Banglar Goda-Pattam (2 vols., 1932; p. 980} and
Badtir Pathe Bangali (1934 ; pp. 630) are to be specially emphasised
because of their tremendous impact on the Bengali mind of that time.
Again, it was Sarkar who was a pioneer in publishing a monthly economic
Bengali journal, Arthic Unnati (1926) of which he was the editor il bis
death. Lastly, in the capacity of the Director of Researches in his Institutes,
he was responsible for the publication "of two important Bengali volumes
dealing with economic theory and practice as well as sociological method
and data. They were Banglay Dhana-Vijnan (2 vols., 1937-39 ; pp. 1350
and Samaj-Vijnan (1938 ; pages 600). It is thus evident that Benoy Sarkar
devoted much of his time and energy to the enrichment and expansionsof
the Bengali literature. Be it added, he was also the author of the Bengal
work Ekaler Dhana-Daulat O Artha-Shastra (1930-35 ; pp. 1150).

By his close personal contact and life’s example Benoy Sarkar strove
to infuse his own intellectual idealism into his pupils and research-associates.
Not money or rank, not material prosperity or worldly benefit, but self-less
duty as well as knowledge for its own sake was the never-failing urge of him.
Idealism and Sarkarism were almost convertible terms, as it were. Intellec:
tual idealism or the ideal of knowledge for its own sake had been harped upon
by myriads of men in the past almost in every generation, but never perhaps
was it so passionately pleaded and embodied as by him. In his unquenchable
thirst for knowledge, life and light, he seems to be a follower of Socrates,
the greatest exponent of the Age of Illumination in Greece (450-400 B.C.)
Like Socrates, he left nothing unquestioned and like his great predecessor
was an unyielding challenge to his age. This challenge was manifest in al
his writings, speeches and publications in six modern languages. H¥
English publications alone of this period (1926-49) ran to about fifty volumes
and they together covered more than ten thousand pages. His German
French and Italian papers and publications ran to about eighty in numbet.
All these constitute a permanent proof of his ‘‘unusual versatality’’, as Garnel
put it, ““as well as his encyclopaedic knowledge, penetrating study, and ab\oVe



BENOY SARKAR AS AN EXPONENT OF YOUNG INDIA 23

all, his revolutionary departure from the beaten track.”” Even his smallest
atticle embodied the Sarkarian spirit—the spirit of creative revolt and
reconstruction.

Tue Last Davys (March-November, 2049)

The last phase of Prof Sarkar’s career begins in I(fIarch, 1049. On the
28th February, 1949, he started for the U.S.A. on an extensive lecture-tour
programme and had been staying there till his death on 24th November, 1949.
His lecture-tour was arranged by the Institute of International Education,
New York, in collaboration with the Watumull Foundation, Los Angles.
As a visiting-Professor he lectured in diverse American Universities,
academic institutes and culture-centres on an astonishing variety of subjects.
But his fundamental theme was The Dowminion India in World-Perspect-
fves. There was hardly any other single man more capable and more
adequate for the purpose. This time also Prof. Sarkar exhibited his youth-
ful vigour and worked with his characteristic enthusiasm for bringing about
a closer and more reasonable understanding between the East and the West.
The two pamphlets, India in America edited by Dr, Tarak Nath Das and
The” Peoples and Cultures of India edited by Mr. Wood, (1949), give us a
glimpse into the startling work done by Prof. Sarkar in the U.S.A. within
a short period of six months only (March 7-—August 10, 1949). Mr. Grace
Wood, Secretary of the Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan,
wrote in his Preface to The Peoples and Cultures of India: ‘‘As a member
of Prof. Sarkar’s class and as a participant of the colloquia held by him,
I believe that Prof. Sarkar has succeeded admirably in attaining his goal,
that the presenting his subject matter, India, in a most realistic manner
and from every possible point of view. Those of us who had occasion to
be associated with him were constantly struck by the range of his factual
knowledge and by the diverse methods at his command for handling and
interpreting the data. It has been a great pleasure having him on our
campus, and I feel that his being here will bring great rewards to both
our countries in terms of greater understanding and friendship.”’



Oil And The Middle East

Pror. RamesH CHANDRA GHOSH.

N power politics nothing at present is more important than oil and
uranium. But if the atom bomb can work havoc, it requires to be
dropped by an airfleet and the defending country equally requires a fight-
ing squadron to resist the bombers. The navy is yet a mighty force; and
the cruisers, battleships, submarines now work on oil. The entire motor
transport, numerous industrial plants and all agricultural tractors requir
oil. The armoured cars and tanks also depend on this liquid. All the great
poweres are now anxious to have as much oil-regions of the world under
their control as possible. Unfortunately, the leading oil-producing country
in the world, U.S.A. is also the greatest consumer of oil, and the rate of
exploitation of oil in U.S.A. is such that within some fifteen years all her
oil reserves will be exhausted, unless new regions are discovered and con-
trolled by her. The output in 1946 of the principal producing countries
will be found in the following figures :

(Barrels) Middle Eastern Countries

US.A. <. 1,933,424,000 (Barrels)
Venezuela T ... 388,486,000 Iran e ... 146,000,000
Mexico 49,235,000 Saudi Arabia ... 59,000,000
U.S.S.R. ... 175,200,000 | Iraq e 35,665,000
Roumania ... 31,206,000 Baherin ... . 8,000,000
Sakhelin. e 6,000,000 Kuweit ... we 5,931,000
Netherlands Indies 2,100,000 | Egypt we 9,000,000
India ... 2,000,000

Total Middle East 263,596,000

The total world output in 1946 was 2,750,190,000 barrels. U.S.A. pr-
duced 63 per cent., Venezuela 14 per cent., other Western Hemisphert
countries 5 per cent., U.S.S.R. 6 per cent., Iran 5 per cent. Recently
the Arabian output is going ahead with a tremendous speed. While the
Iranian output was increased by 12 per cent. between 1945 and 1946, Sa?dl
Arabian output increased by 200 per cent. In 1948 the output of Arab%an
fields exceeded that of the Persian fields. Hasa wells gave 20 mill%oﬂ
tons, Kuweit yielded 1o million tons, while Persia produced only 26 million
tons, What is most importarit for us to note is this that though these
Middle Eastern figures do not approach the yield of the U.S.A. or the
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Carribean fields, yet the oil reserves of the Middle East have been found
to be greater than those of U.S.A. Dr. De Golyer, after the visit of the
American Technical Mission in the Middle East, reported to the U.S.
Petroleum Resources Corporation in 1944 that the oil reserves around the
Persian Gulf amount to 4,500 million tons while those of U.S.A. are
3,000 million tons. In his opinion ‘‘the cenire of gravity of world oil
production is shifting from the Mexican Gulf and Carribean area to the
Middle East-Persian Gulf area.”

This oil has been the cause of the enslavement of Middle Eastern peoples
in the past, and js going to be the greatest source of evil in future, unless
Asia, under the leadership of India and China, formulates a Monroe doc-
trine for their security and prosperity. It is a well-known principle of
statecraft that balance of power should not be ignored. But the American,
British, French and Dutch interests in the Middle Eastern oil regions
threaten the security of India and retard the democratic movement in the
Middle East. It is admitted that the Soviet pressure in the north can not
be ignored and requires resistance. But that resistance movement must
be democratically organised and independently conducted. It must not be
dictated from Whitehall or Downing Street. It must not be led by the
despotic sheikhs, the feudal landlords or the few business magnates, who
have so resolutely resisted the march of democracy, political and economic,
in Persia, Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Transjordan. The same policy that
led the British to support and maintain by military help a reactionary
regime in Greece, is now leading the Anglo-American block to support the
reactionaries in Persia. Even assuming that Soviet policy in the Middle
East is a great disquieting factor, we cannot ignore that the growth of
Anglo-American vested interests with the support of the other Atlantic
Treaty Powers in the Middle East is a positive danger to a sovereign
democratic India and to independent democratic Persia, Iraq, Saudi Arabia
or Transjordan.

In order to make myself more clear, I feel I should point out that
Great Britain tried to control the whole of Southern Persia by the Anglo-
Russian Agreement of 1907 and subsequently by the notorious Anglo-
Persian Agreement of 1919, which she had to abandon in the face of world
protests. Though Russia voluntarily surrendered all her rights and con-
cessions by the Russo-Iranian Treaty of 1g2r, the British have not only
refused to give up the oil concessions obtained by the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Company (52.5 per cent of the shares of this Company are owned by the
British Government itself; the rest are owned by private British capitalists),
but seem to have interfered with Persian sovereignty on more occasions
than one. For example, British forces forcibly entered into the Persian
territory in the first world war. Then in 1919, the British tried to impose
upon Persia that humiliating Agreement of 1919. In World War II, they

4
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again landed their forces on the Persian soil though there was violent
opposition from the Persian Government. In August 1946, after a local
rising among the Bakhtiari tribes of Southern Persia, they despatched troops
from India to Basra, and the Cruiser ‘‘Norfolk’ together with the sloop
““Wild Goose,”” waited in the Iragqi waters. On September 29, 1946, the
Persian Ambassador in London handed a note to the British Foreign Office
alleging complicity of Mr. Trott, the British Concul-General at Ahwaz and
Mr. Gault, the British Consul at Ispahan in these Bakhtiari uprisings. In
1933, when Reza Shah threatened to cancel the oil concessions, the situa-
tion was saved by the British climbing down to a new agreement which
gave them concession for 60 years, while the Persian Government also
secured better terms.

Again, when Great Britain secured a mandatc over Iraq, she created a
dispute between Turkey and Iraq over the vilayet of Mosul where oil was
discovered. Turkey appealed to the League of Nations in vain. Great
Britain secured Mosul for Iraq and then obtained the oil concessions it
that vilayet. She also imposed upon Iraq a Treaty, almost by force, under
the terms of which she can land her armies on Iraqi soil and use Iraq’s
ports, aerodromes, roads, etc. It is interesting to note that the Iraq Petro-
leum Company has six partners: (1) Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (23} pat
cent.), (2) Royal Dutch Shell (233 per cent. out of which 40 per cent
British owned and 60 per cent. Dutch); (3) Compagnie Francaise des Petrols
(23% per cent) ; (4) Standard Oil Company of New Jersey and (5) Socony
Vacuum-—these two American Companies together hold 23} per cent ; (6) C.
S. Gulbenkin, an Armnian (5 per cent). In this connection it is also t0
be noted that by taking advantage of the Italian invasion of Abyssinia,
the British Government imposed a Treaty upon the Egyptians in 1936
from which all Egyptian Governments since then, have tried to liberate
Egypt. But all their efforts have ended in smoke. Under the terms of
that Treaty, British forces are still stationed there on the Egyptian soi
(in the Aquaba areas), now no longer for defending India, but securing
British oil interests in the Middle East.

In this context it appears serious that U.S.A. is now extending her hold
over the oil regions in Arabia. Under the Red Line Agreement, the
American Companies holding shares in the Iraq Petroleum Company could
not invest their money separately. But as a result of the modification of
that Agreement effected after the second World War, these two Companies
have invested millions of dollars in a new giant oil kartel, the Aramco d.¢:
Arabia American Oil Company and its subsidiary Trans-Arabian Plpe Line
Company. The Aramco has secured from King Ibu Saud Oil concession in
Arabia over an area which is more than half the area of India. Shares it
the Aramco are distributed as follows: Standard of California 30 per cent;
Texas 30 per cent.; Standard of New Jersey 20 per cent.; Socony Vacuum
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20 per cent, Besides these Kuweit wells are shared 50 per cent by the
AIO.C. and 50 per cent. by American interests. The Baherin oil is
also worked by American Companies.

The Soviet policy towards the Middle East has given America an oppor-
tunity to strengthen her interests in this region. The aggressive inter-
ference of Russia in the affairs of the Northern Persian province of
Azerbaijan, has brought the American Military Mission into Persia. The
Persian army is being equipped with arms similar to those supplied by
America to Turkey. The aerodrome at Kum is being developed on such
a scale that it appears to be intended for more than Persian aircraft. The
military agreement invites the American Mission to ‘‘ co-operate with the
Persian Ministry of War and with the personnel of the Iranian Army for
raising the fighting capacity of this Army.”” The American advisers are
taking photographs of the Iran-Russian border. Oil has brought America
in thé Middle-East and Persia, Saudi Arabia, even Turkey are departing
from the principles of democracy and socialism, and developing an invete-
rate hatred of Soviet Russia, which is exactly what U.S.A. wants as the
best security against the advance of Communism. It is also interesting
to note that at Dhahran in Saudi Arabia, U.S.A. is building an airbase
on such a grand scale that it would be easy for her to bomb Baku, Batum
and other Soviet areas from- this base. In July 27, 1947, Persia obtained
a loan of Rs. 26 million from U.S.A. for the equipment of Persian army.

In Turkey again an American loan and a Military Mission have the
same end in view., The members of the American Military Mission have
travelled over different parts, especially the Russo-Turkish frontier, and
have studied ports, aerodromes, fortifications, all with a view to resist
Soviet attack. Senator Johnson of Colorado described this sort of American
help for Turkey as ‘‘a declaration of war on Russia.” But what is the
real motive behind these actions of U.S.A. in Turkey, Persia, Palestine,
Saudi Arabia? I will answer it by quoting from an American writer of
established reputation: ‘‘ Britain ‘opposed the move (of Russia, for joint
control of the Straits, with Turkey) fearing that such a partnership would
make Turkey subservient to Russia’s will and enable Russia to reach the
oil of the Middle East, outflank Greece and threaten Suez............ for that
reason Britain kept her troops in Iraq at Turkey’s back door and in
Greece, where King George II commanded a British-trained army of Greeks.
A pro-British Greece and an independent Turkey as the guardian of the
Straits is Britain’s minimum demand. The United States like Britain,
recognises that Greece and Turkey are two-way gates for strategy (and)......
...... views potential Russian domination of Turkey and Greece as a threat
to her own world interests as well as to those of her ally Britain’’ (J. S.
Roucek-—‘Government and Politics Abroad,”” p. 527). The present policy
of U.S.A. is to make all the Atlantic Treaty States interested in the oil
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of the Middle East. The American exports of oil are to be diminished
and by 1953, Western Europe must satisfy its oil requirements from the
Middle Eastern supply. I cannot develop this point here, but T will only
quote from a very revealing article in the Round Table, March, 1949:
“Indeed the common interests of the main pillars of the much-heralded
Atlantic Pact extend throughout an Asiatic region......... In implementing
a Middle Eastern regional policy in action, it is the Atlantic Powers who
are destined to play the leading parts.”” It is high time that India’s forein
policy takes note of this new fact and exerts itself to maintain balance of
power in the Middle East.

‘““The Waste Land” #

—AN APPRECIATION—

SOBHANLAL MOOKERJEA—Ex-Student,

OUR life is nothing but a barren land ;

No hope remains for crops, and fruits, and trees!
A picture—how pathetic!  Therefore, these
Soon make us sad. Here youth soon fades, in sand
Lie buried all our soft, nice feelings, and
The flow of human culture, by degrees,
Here stops. The walls of classes never cease
To be. Romantic writers! Stop your hand!
To-morrow’s young redeemer, when you'll come,
Your footsteps rouse in hills and mountains here
The tears of millions which are fossils numb!
The candle you hold, though bright, will tremble in fear!
Your voice, though loud, and clear, will soon be dumb!
Eternal silence shrouds your voice—‘‘Oh! Dear!”

‘“The Waste Land’’ is one of the famous works of T. S. Eliot.



Cultural FellowshipzBrajabuli

PRrOF. JANARDAN CHAKRAVARTL

NDIA has been a land of diversities. It was so in pre-historic times.
It continues to be so even to this day. Diversity of languages has
often been advanced as a plea for disbelieving in the soul of Indian civi-
lisation and in the unity of Indian culture. During the centuries of foreign
rule it was constantly dinned into our ears that the idea of one-ness of
India was born with the British rule in India and that, with the extensive
cultivation of English, Indians began to dream of a United India—a
dream which English education and the British rule not only roused but
also helped a good deal to realise.

Sir George Grierson classified the bewildering varieties of Indian lan-
guages into four principal groups, namely, the Indo-Aryan, the Dravidian,
the Kol and the Tibbeto-Chinese, groups which are known to have been
in existence from the earliest point of recorded or traditional history down
to the present times. It is curious to note, however, that at no point of
India’s long history, linguistic diversity ever presented any difficulty in the
matter of a great idea spreading over the whole of the Indian sub-continent.
The Sruti and Smrti ruled the whole of Aryavarta, and later, the whole of
Aryanised India. The two great Sanskrit Epics cast their spell over Aryan,
Non-Aryan, and what is now known as the Greater, India. The hero of
Valmiki’s Epic, having his patrimony in Ayodhya, married the princess of
Videha or Mithila, crossed over to the Deccan, made friendly alliances over
there and fought his demoniac enemy across the seas, in Lanka. The blind
king Dhritarastra, in the other Epic, ruling in Hastinapur and marrying the
princess of Gandhira, his younger brother Pandu marrying the princesses
of Madra and Kuntibhoja, had their sons engaged in a fratricidal war which
brought into conflict SiSupila, the chief of Chedis, Jarasandha, ruling in
Magadha, Bhagadatta, hailing from Pragjyotispur and other chiefs from
all over Aryan and Non-Aryan India, over whom dominated the great
political and spiritual leader, Srikrsna, who, having been brought up in
the GO6kul-Vrndabana area, seized the throne of Mathura and shifted his capital,
later on, to Dvarakd in Gujarat. Practically the whole of India, as known
in modern times, was in the picture, the different geographical and ethnical

* By courtesy of All India Radio, this being the fifth of a series of the
following four talks on Cultural Fellowship:—(1) Unity in Diversity——Dr. R. C.
Majumdar ; (2) Assam and Navadwip—Dr. S. K. De; (3) Assam and Bengal—
His Excellency Sri Sri Prakash, Governor of Assam ; {4) Bengal and Orrisa
Sti_Artaballabh Mahanti, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Ukal University ; and
(5) Brajabuli— Prof. Janardan Chakravarti.
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units coming closer together by way of conflict which ended in the grand
harmony of the Mahibharata.

Coming down to comparatively later historical times, we have Lord
Buddha rising in Kapilavastu and spreading the light of “Dhamma” far
and wide, all over India, and even beyond. Three centuries later, the great
Buddhistic monarch, Asoka, had his own will imposed upon the whole
country through rock-edicts and pillar-inscriptions, linguistic divergences
never presenting any difficulty in the way of the Asokan philosophy of
life filtering down to the lowest stratum of society.

The great and moving cult of Bhakti, originating perhaps in the South
and culminating in the profound yearnings of the human soul as represented
by the life of Sri Chaitanya, Bengal’s apostle of love, found the most beauti
ful expression in the mixed, meliifluous and artificial literary language o
Brajabuli. The message of Sri Chaitanya, his new philosophy of life basl
upon love of God manifesting itself through love of man, was not conr
fined to the land of his birth. It travelled far and wide, traversing an area
which comprised Gauda-Vanga, Radha-Kamariipa, Mathuri-Vrndaba,
Utkal-Dravida and Barapasi-Prayig, Chaitanyism having practically created
a Greater Bengal. Then again, Chaitanyism was no mere spiritual movement
based upon a medizval religious cult. It was a mighty social upheavel
which, to an extent, influenced the political history of the country. The
way in which it stirred the inmost depths of the human soul is reflected
in the beautiful lyrical literature which sprang up in Bengal and spread
thence, as from centre, over the whole of mid-India breaking the barties
of linguistic and dialectal divergences. )

The bulk of the Post-Chaitanya lyrical literature was couched, m?t
in the language which Sri Chaitanya spoke but in the artificial Brajabuli
Now what could have been the different elements which went into fhe
composition of this artificial and mellifluous literary vehicle? The question
is not free from controversies. The curious theory of Brajabuli being the
language of the ancient Vrjjis as propounded by the pioneer historian of
Bengali literature, Dineschandra Sen, stands discredited now. With those
who think that Brajabuli had been in existence long before the adveflt
of $ri Chaitanya and that the Maithil poet-lauteate Vidyapati, too, wrote 10
it, we are not in perfect agreement. The movement of having a commol
literary vehicle of thought and ideas may conceivably have started amongst
the mystics of the midland sometime before Sri Chaitanya ; but it is he
who must have given a fillip to this beautiful idea. This is perhaps ho¥
it occurred. Vidyapati wrote in his own tongue Maithili on the grOWing]y
popular theme of the love of Radhi and Krspa. Mithild was then 2
reputed seat of learning, whereto flowed from Bengal continuous strez:’tms'?f
pupils, with a view to studying Nyiya and Smrti, branches of Sansknff
learning in which Mithild had specialised, The lyrics of the great and
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deservedly popular Maithil bard travelled to Bengal through the Bengali
pupils returning from Mithild. They were read and chanted extensively and
more admired and better preserved in Bengal than in the land of their origin.

We have it on the authority of the most authentic biography of Sri
Chaitanya that when he rose far above the plane of scholarship and
eschewed scholarly pursuits and controversies, Sri Chaitanya read and
recited in company with his intimate associates, and drew inspiration
from, the lyrics of Vidydpati and a few others This lent an additional
charm and sanctity fo the lyrics which began to be closely imitated in
Bengal. An attempt to emulate Vidyapati, in form and spirit, yielded
neither pure Bengali nor pure Maithil of the age but an admixture of,
rather a compromise between, the two sister-dialects. There was a third
element, too, namely, a sprinkling of V»indabani or Brajabhikhd, as it is
called. Vrindaban. was the creation of the Bengali Vaisnavas. The six
Goswamins who were the great pillars of Vaisnava thought and culture,
under the inspiration of Sri Chaitanya and with definite instructions from
him, made Vrindaban their centre of spiritual and scholarly activities. The
poems in Brajabuli written mostly in Bengal and partly in Orissa were,
as soon as they were written, forwarded to the Goswamins of Vrindaban for
their approval. Govindadas, admittedly the greatest writer of Brajabuli,
forwarded his poems to Sri Jiva, with whose blessings the lyrics appeared in
public and enjoyed the circulation they deserved. Naturally, therefore, the
dialect of Vrindaban, Brajabhdkhd, supplied some of its forms which went
into the texture of this artificial Brajabuli, the cultivation of which con-
tinued from the days of Sri Chaitanya down to the times of Bankimchandra
and Rabindranath, the latter having composed the whole of his Bhinusimha
Thakurer Padvgvali very happily and almost faultlessly in Brajabuli.

For the name Brajabuli we have our own interpretation to suggest. Braja
is the name of the Mathurd-Vrindaban area, traditionally associated with
the story of Sri Krsna. The theme of the Iyrics in Brajabuli was the love
of Radba and Krsna. The term ‘buli’ applies to the inarticulately sweet
and not-very-meaningful utterances of the child and to the sweet chirpings
of the bird of which, imitating the English poet, it can be said, ‘‘where more
is meant than meets the ear.”” In the language of human passions, the
Vaisnava pocts spoke about love divine, the language being free from the
limitations of human speech.

Let us take a couple of lines from an oft-quoted verse on ‘Abhisir’ by
Govindadas.
‘B oMIfS TR shren G BAfR A1
At 317 o1 =7 Frea saefz sl sif g

Rendered in English, the lines will appear as follows:-——
“Planting thorns—alas, the feet are soft as lotus—and wrapping in
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clothes the displaced and silenced ornaments, treading cautiously, on the
tip-toe, along the path, rendered slippery by pitcherfuls of water, carried
and poured down, goes she in your quest, O Madhava.” Two more lines
on the same theme by the same poet:

“cotzi TAAY 17 Ml ST (i FTRL-AM |
73 A $E =11 7t iy sz entftmnin

“The moment your flute reached my ears, all hopes of comfort I gave
up. The sufferings ahead, in course of the journery, little do I care for
Govindadas bears testimony.”

Sri Chaitanya was a traveller along the path of love. He wasa
dreamer of life divine having for its essence nothing but love, and the drean
was realised in his life more than in the life of anybody else we know of. He
toured the country extensively making himself understood wherever he went
His own age emphasised the difference between man and man and this
was the spirit of Navya Smzti. The age also regaled in subtle dialectics
in supreme indifference to man and his relations to God and this was the
spirit of Navya Nyaya. Sri Chaitanya gave a new lead emphasising
the fundamental equality between man and man. He roused a new seist
of value in man which was best expressed in his own proclamation, “‘Candé-
lopi duvijasrestho Haribhaktipardyanah’® “‘Even a pariah is as great as@
Brahmin if he has love of God in full measure.”” He appealed to mans
capacity for love of God as based upon love of man. This appeal was
conveyed through a life of love that he lived, as also through the beautiful
lyrics in Brajabuli which that life inspired. Linguistic divergeces melted
away before this mighty man of love. Can’t we, in these days of conflicting
claims, take lessons from this glorious chapter of our own history?

Fconomics—QOld and New

AMARESH BAGCHI—Fifth Year, Economics.

I
]E CONOMICS of today is a rapidly growing science. Originally howeveh
it occupied but a humble place arong the different branches f’f
human learning and claimed to be no more than a simple study of man ¥
his ordinary business of life. That was possible at a time, when life ‘,’,
man was simple ; small villages formed the economic unit and ¢ pusiness
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comprised simple transaction of necessities between individuals and when,
therefore, man’s life—individual as also social, could be guided by the
codes of religion. But with technological advancements leading to revolu-
tionary changes in the system of production, life of man no longer remained
simf;le. The establishment of large scale industries, now made possible,
necessitated an acute division of labour and concentration of capital, which
brought in their turn the problems of an equitable distribution of the
national income and severe unemployment appearing at cyclical intervals.
The institutional basis of the society was also changed, giving birth to
problems that could no longer be solved by the tenets of an unchanging
religion and which therefore had to be taken up by Economics. Since then
it has been studying problems relating to the material welfare of man and
has come to be known as the science of welfare, trying to show, how
man’s wants can best be satisfied under a given social structure with the
scarce means of meeting them. But with progress of science and human
knowledge, society has also changed and Economics, in order to meet the
problems of the ever-changing society has also grown enormously. But
it has not attained anything like finality as yet. For it is still growing.
Many of its ideas are still in the melting pot and controversies yet remain
to be resolved. It would, nevertheless, be a fascinating study to trace
the main outlines of its growth and to contrast the present position with
the past. It would be still more fascinating if this could be linked up with
the changes in the social institutions acting as a causative factor in the
movements in economic thought. No such thing is attempted here. The
following paragraphs are intended to give you a rough idea of economics—
old and new as they appear in the eyes of a beginner. I propose to do
this in three sections, one on the theory of Value, another on Distribution
and the last on the theory of Employment, Prices and Public Policy.

II

In the theory of Value, very little progress was made till only recent
times. The primitive theory of barter had no doubt been supplanted by
the idea of price as an equaliser between supply and demand. Marshall
tried to show this with his supply and demand curves, which however were
nothing but over-simplified generalisations of market behaviour. And there
were several loopholes in his analysis. As for instance, he could not face
the question of price determination under a falling cost curve squarely and
saved his position by having recourse to a highly imaginary biological
concept, namely, the Representative firm. It was not until 1926 that
doubts were expressed about the utility of such an unreal concept. Sraffa,
who first showed the incompatibility of perfect competition and continually
falling cost curve was the pioneer in this line. For, it was his article in

5
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the Econmomic Journal that-drew the attention of economists to the im-
propriety of drawing supply curves of the market without studying the
behaviour of individual firms composing the market. Some even went to
the length of denying the logic of including many firms within an industry;
for, they maintained that it is impossible to define an industry* and that each
firm commands a market of its own.T This trend of thought culminated
in the concept of ‘‘ monopolistic competition’’ and ‘‘ imperfect competi-
tion.”” New tools had now to be devised for the treatment of these concepts.
But this 'search for new tools gave a new turn to the whole analysis of
value. The macro-cosmic approach was now abandoned in favour of the
micro-cosmic approach. The problem of value under both perfect and
imperfect competition was placed on the same footing. It was now revealed
that ““it is false to suggest that there is a mysterious difference between the
mechanism by which supply price is determined when it is rising and when
it is falling.”’

On the side of demand, too, the economists now began to feel that to
draw the demand curve on the basis of exact measurement of the degree
of individual’s satisfaction is unrealistic. Indifference curves showing the
schedule of individuals choice between things now took the place.of demand
curves.

These two-pronged attack completely changed the whole technique of
price-analysis and claimed to approach nearer to reality than could be
possible under the rough and ready treatment of Marshall.

II1

These revolutionary movements in the theory of value could not but
affect the theory of distribution, which in fact was a mere application of
the theory of value. The marginal productivity theory, which was
attempted to determine the payment of all factors in a generalised fashion,
could hold good only under perfect competition. The advent of imperfect
competition was a stumbling block on its way. Although the supporters
of the theory tried to obviate the difficulty with the help of concepts like
Marginal Value Product, other theoretical difficulties stood in its way. And
ultimately it was branded as merely a theory of “‘imputation’ which could
function only in a static state.

It was therefore thought advisable to take up the problem of payment
to each factor of production separately. This however was a new task for
economists. But, their intensified efforts revealed more enlightening
facts than was possible to find out with the perfunctory treatment of
the older economists. And let us now turn to these facts one by one.

* See “"Structure of competitive industry’’ by E. A. G. Robincon.
t See ““Theory of Monopolistic Competition” by Chamberlin.
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In the theory of rent, to begin with, the very idea of the nature of rent
underwent considerable changes. For, the changes in the idea of costs
opened up a new angle of viewing rent as an economic phenomenon.
Whereas, it formerly was taken to be a result of operation of the law of
diminishing returns, now it was regarded as purely an economic surplus,
as distinguished from costs (and costs now meant some foregone alternative
and not mere physical disutility). The age-old question of whether ‘‘rent
enters into price ”’ was now treated in a more rational and logical way.
For the new view of costs made it clear that a payment that looks like
unavoidable for a individual producer, ¢.e., without the payment of which
he would not be able to command the use of a particular factor, may from
a wider point of view, say the society as a whole, seem a useless payment
in the sense that the factor would be at the source of the society even if
it were not paid by it (i.e., the society). Rent, therefore, as commonly
called, enters into price from a narrow point of view, but it is not price
determining from a wider point of view. That is to say, economic rent
does not go into costs, for ex definitione, it is something in excess of the
necessary cost,—it is a ‘‘ surplus.”

But the concept of “‘surplus’’ is not a new one. As a matter of fact,
a distinction between payments which are of the nature of “‘a surplus”
and which are not had been recognised by even the propounders of the
marginal productivity theory. Rent and profit had been included in
these ‘‘ surplus payments.”” Rent we have already discussed and let us
therefore turn to Profit.

The exact nature of “‘ profit 7’ is a baffling problem for economists even
to-day. Continuous attempts have been made to determine the exact nature
of *“ work > for which profit is paid. Some have preferred to call it a
reward for risk bearing, some a premium on uncertainty and some a return
for entrepreneurial work and others would have it viewed as a composite
income. The latest attempt has been—and this might provide the clue
to a final solution~—to find out a relationship between profit and long-period
rate of interest.* But it is still under investigation. And let us therefore
proceed to the theory of Interest without going any further into the theory
of profit. But before I proceed to Interest, it will be better (for reasons
which will be apparent later) to examine the present position regarding
Wages.

At first, there were several theories to explain the principle of allot-
ment of wages, such as the wages-fund theory or the Iron law of wages.
These theories, though each containing some element of truth in it, were
haphazard and inadequate. The marginal productivity theory appeared to
be a better principle. But its theoretical imperfections coupled with other
difficulties in its functioning (due to the presence of heterogeneity even

* See Bounding’s ‘“Economic Amnalysis” Part two for such an analysis.
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among wage-earners in the shape of experts and non-experts) threw e
marginal productivity theory into general disfavour. Yet the general prin.
ciple that under fairly competitive conditions, labour cannot be deprived
of the value of its work for long, provides a rough explanation of wages,

Modern treatment of wages has taken a different line. Leaving aside
the traditional way of troubling over the amount of wages, modern econs-
mists have concentrated their efforts on finding out the relationship between
wages and employment. I shall deal with this problem in the section on
Employment.

Now coming back to the theory of interest, we find that change has
taken place in several directions. Formerly, the interest theories attempted
to explain the theory of interest either objectively in terms of productiviy
of capital or subjectively, in terms of time-preferences of individuals. Al
other classical theories were, more or less, variants of these two broad
approaches. The neo-clossical theory of interest, that explained interest
as an equaliser between saving and investment was nothing but an attempt
to combine the two earlier theories into one. But the propounders of al
these theories treated of capital in the ultimate analysis as consisting of
physical goods. But now came Keynes, with his concept of money-capital,
or loan-capital and the motives of demand for money. Interest, he said, s
a monetary phenomenon and money, he showed, is not solely demanded
to purchase other commodities. In an immediate sense, there is a demand
for money itself originating from many motives, for it does not always
act as a more veil of physical transactions. Interest, he now concluded,
is determined by the inter-action of supply and demand for cash.

Now this was a complete breakaway from the classical tradition. And
what is more, Keynes attempted, what was not done before, to link up
the theory of interest with a general theory of employment and priceg
In fact, Keynes, in his endeavour to find out the errors of the neo-class
cal theory (which he showed was inconsistent in assuming a fixed schedule
of saving which is shifted bodily with shifts in the income of the community)
wasled to this formulation. But, let us note, Keynes was not completely
free from errors. Attempts to rectify some limitations of Keynes's theory
of interest have taken the shape of a ‘‘ loanable funds theory,” which in-
corporates some items of supply and demand for cash, that could not be
included in Keynes’s framework, and which attempted to explain interest
as a mere price, in the ordinary way of supply and demand for loans.

v

_But as T have said, the most significant thing in the modern approach
to' Interest was to bind it up with a general theory of employment and
prices. In fact, recent thoughts in economics have been focussed almost
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wholly on the theory of employment. Its impact on public policy and
general economic thought has been profound. And so vast a literature have
grown up on the subject (and it is still growing) that it will take a volume
merely to enumerate them. Here I shall try only to trace the main outlines
of the modern approach to employment, of which Keynes's General Theory
was the starting point, without going into the niceties of the whole discussion.

Before Keynes, full employment was a very convenient assumption
for economists. The whole superstructure of classical economics was built
up on this unreal assumption. And such unemployment as presented it-
self was declared to be voluntary, which very simple devices like wage-cuts
could do away with. Their contention being that. the capitalist system
suffers from no inherent defects of its own. For supply creates its own
demand and except for institutional immobility, there is no reason why
the community should not have a smooth way to stable and full employ-
ment. The swings of the trade cycle are also explained as either due to
lack of judgement or incorrect policy of banks, etc. But the impact of
the late twenties, which no amount of counselling by wise experts could
stop, was too great for these weakly founded doctrines. This led to a
good deal of heart-searching among economists. And even before Keynes,
many economists had begun to question seriously the prudence of believing
in the older theory. But they, including Keynes himself, were steeped tco
deep in classical tradition to get out of it all at once. What they did at
this juncture was to trace the cause of economic fluctuation in a lag
between savings and investment.

' They took a few years more to realise that the gap between Saving and
Investment was not the cause but a new symptom of some deep-seated
malady. And that was only in the year 1936, when Keyms pointed out,
supported later by statistical investigations that, ‘“a psychology of the
community is such that when aggregate real income is increased, aggregate
consumption is increased, but not so much as income.”* As a result there
is a chronic tendency towards a deficiency of demand as the income of the
community goes on rising, for an increasingly widening gap is created
between the community’s income and its expenditure, when the former
goes on rising. This is why a given amount of investment, instead of
perpetuating its process of employment-—creation, spends itself  after achiev-
ing some amount of employment; what that amount will exactly be depends
however, on the consumption functiont of the community. ‘“The propen-
sity to consume and the rate of new investment determine between them
the volume of employment.”’} Thus in a poor community, prone to con-
sume by far the greater part of its output, ‘“a very modest measure of

——— o~

* General theory of Employment, Interest and Money—By J. M., Keynes (p 27).

t Comsumption-function means the relationship between the community’s income
and what it can be expected to spend on consumption.

} General Theory—p. 30.
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investment will be sufficient to provide full employment; whereas a wealthy
community will have to discover much ampler opportunities for invest-
ment if the saving propensities of its wealthier members are to be compatible
with the employment of its poorer members.’’*

The central thesis of Keynes therefore, is that if the widening gap
between income and expenditure can be bridged by continued new invest
ment, it is not difficult'to reach fairly high levels of employment. In fact
achievement of full employment is possible only if new inventment is
persisted in.  The prescription following logically from Keynes's
diagnosis of the disease is: (i) give all inducement to new investment,
by lowering the rate of interest, creating confidence in business etc., or
(ii) try to raise the community’s propensity to consume by redistribution
of income, (for with a higher propensity to consume, the volume of employ-
ment that a given amount of investment will create will be greater than
before) or, (iii) if this is not enough, the government will have to undertake
the task of bridging the gap directly through public investment or through
subsidies on consumption.

Now, the change that it meant for the traditional thinkers in the field
of public policy has been profound. The older theory of cutting wages fo
create full employment-was discarded ; as a matter of fact, this was regarded
now as all the more dangerous since this meant a direct reduction of the
effective demand of the community (though however there is in this way
some inducement to invest in a very tortuous if not dubious manner through
reduced rate of interest.) Governments were not entrusted with heavy
responsibilities. For, in the former times, the governments were urged
to spend as little as possible, so that it might not interfere with privae
investment: an unbalanced budget was held in acute disfavour and the
study of Public Finance was confined to the examination of a bundle of
stereotyped and hackneyed maxims designed to earn the government the
maximum income at the least sacrifice of the taxpayers. The new theory
revolutionised the whole out-look on Public Finance. The place of public
expenditure in the economic life of the community acquired new importance,
since it is public expenditure which now will have to come to the rescue
if private investment fails.

In the theory of money and prices, Keynes's new analysis has been very
illuminating. For, it shows that the'old way of looking at prices as varying
more or less directly with the quantity of money was improper inasmuch
as a study of the bearing of variations in the quantity of money on prices
must take note of two intermediary factor, namely, the state of employ-
ment and the rate of interest, A given increase in the quantity of money
other things remaining the same lower the rate of interest,—increase invest
ment and employment. And injection remaining the same will money wil

* General Theory—Pp. 3I.
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directly raise prices only when the resources of the country are fully
employed, or there are insurmountable obstacles on the way of their full
employment.

This in short, is the trend of economic thought in recent times. As
you will have seen, very big strides have been made in many matters only
in the past few years. Many of the old theories have been found either
msound or inadequate. Some ol them, accordingly had to be perfected,
and some rejected and soine other had to take their place. The search for
mathemafical support for many theories will lead to still more refinement.
Not every word of Keynes has been accepted as gospel truth. And
researches, both theoretical and statistical, are being carried on to verify his
doctrines. The latest apd very welcome tendency among economists has
been to study the problems on a dynamic plane. This, at last, may go a
long way to integrate the different departments of the science inform them
with a unity of purpose and provide them with an unified underlying basis,
which economics had sadly been lacking so long.

Asoka And The Downfall Of The
Maurya Empire

KAMALESHWAR BHATTACHARYA—Fourth Year, Arts.

ING Bimbisara, in the 6th century B.C., had launched Magadha in
that career of conquest and aggrandizement which was continued

with unbroken success through more than two hundred years under a suc-
cession of powerful rulers, wviz., Ajatadatru, Mahipadma Nanda and
Chandragupta Maurya. When Adoka, the grandson of Chandragupta, con-
quered Kalinga, the gigantic Magadhan Empire stretched ifrom the foot-
hills of the Hindukush to the borders of the Tamil country in the extreme
south. The classical writers tell us what a great terror had been struck by
the Magadhan forces under the Nandas into the hearts of the Macedonian
soldiers of Alexander who did not even dare to cross the Beas. The
Magadhan army under Chandragupta Maurya hurled back the battalions
of Seleukos who was obliged to submit to a humiliating treaty by surrender-
ing the precious provinces of Ariana in exchange for the trifling equivalent
of five hundred elephants. But hardly a quarter of a century had passed
since the death of Aéoka when in 206 B.C. the Bactrian Greeks under
Antiochus the Great crossed the Hindukush which formed the north-western
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boundary of the Maurya Empire. Indigenous literary tradition records
how the  viciously wvaliant barbarians”’ overran the whole of the
Madhyadeéa and even threatened the metropolis, Pataliputra itself. Where
was now the power that had once scared away the turbulent hosts of
Alexander and repulsed the mighty troops of Seleukos? Who was respon-
sible for this deterioration?

Three distinguished Indian historians, wviz., Dr. D. R. Bhandarkr,
Dr. K. P. Jayaswal and Dr. H. C. Raychowdhuri, have considered this
question and have arrived at the conclusion that it was the new foreign
policy of Adoka, pursued throughout the reign since the shock of the
Kalinga War, that was solely responsible for the decline of the Magadhan
military power, leading inevitably to the downfall of the Empire.

When, in his eighth regnal year, Aéoka conquered Kalinga, the ar-
nexation of which was vitally necessary for rounding off the existing
Magadhan Empire which included the Andhradesd and probably also the
greater part of Bengal, he was undoubtedly pursuing the traditional im-
perialistic policy inherited from his forefathers. But the grim horrors of
the Kalinga war left a painful impression upon the compassionate heart of
the monarch, and in R. E. XIII he plainly declares:

“Of all the people who were slain, done to death or carried awy
captive in Kalinga, if the hundredth part or the thousandth part were now
to suffer the same fate, it would be a matter of regret to His Majesty."
This immediately inclined Adoka to Buddhism which teaches non-violence
(ahimsd), and he declared, as a challenge to the age-old imperialistic tradr
tion: “It is the conquest through Dharhma that is considered by me
to be the chief conquest” (Ese cha mukhamuti vijaye devinaim priyast
yo dhrama-vijayo, R. E. XIII). In R. E. IV, Adoka exultingly states:
“The sound of war-drums (bherighoso) has become the sound of Dharima
(dharhmaghoso). Not content with this achievement of himself alone, he
exhorts his sons, grandsons and all his discendants to follow in his footsteps
and eschew all territorial conquest: ‘‘Putra papotra me asu navam vijaya
me vijetaviyam” —(R. E. XIII). .

Commenting on all this, Dr. Bhandarkar states: *“The effect of this
change of policy, of the replacement of Vijaya by Dharimavijaya, Wert
politically disastrous, though spiritually glorious. Love of peace and har-
kering after spiritual progress were no doubt engendered, and have now
been ingrained in the Indian character. The Hindu mind, which was spirt-
tual, became infinitely more spiritual. But, that must have created som
apathy to militarism, political greatness and material well-being. This IT}USt
have been the reason why after Kautilya we find the progress of the POlitTcal
theory and practice suddenly impeded and stunted—especially at 2 U{Tle
when the Magadha State was expected to create the feeling of nationalif
and raise India to a higher political plane. Agoka’s new angle of vision:
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however, sounded a death-knell to the Indian aspiration of a centralized
national state and worldwide empire. The effects of his policy were mani-
fest soon after his death. Dark clouds began to gather in the north-western
borizon, and hardly a quarter of a century had elapsed since his demise
when the Bactrian Greeks crossed the Hindukush which formed the north-
western boundary of the Maurya dominions, and began to cause the decay
of what was once a mighty empire.”’

Dr. Raychowdhuri adds: ‘‘ India needed men of the calibre of Puru
and Chandragupta to ensure her protection against the yavana menace.
She got a dreamer.’’

Dr. Jayaswal goes even a step further to declare: ** The accident of
the presence on the throne, at a particular juncture in history, of a man

who was designed by nature to fill the chair of an abbot, put back events
not by centuries but by millenium.”

Whatever one, unacquainted with the real ideas of Aédoka, expressed
in his edicts, may think of these apparently cogent statements, one must be
astounded at the fantastic reveries that these eminent historians seem to
indulge in. Thus Dr. Bhandarkar says, ‘‘And if the vision of the
Chakravarti Dharmika Dharmarija had not haunted his mind and thus
completely metamorphosed him, the irresistible martial spirit and the mar-
vellous state-craft of Magadha would have found a further vent by invading
and subjugating the Tamil states and Tamraparni towards the southern
extremity of India and would probably not.have remained satisfied except

by going beyond the confines of Bharatavarsa and establishing an empire
like Rome.”

But, what was the lesson of the Kalinga War? In that single cam-
paign, states Asoka in R. E. XIII, ‘‘ One hundred and fifty thousand men
were captured, one hundred thousand were slain and many times as many
died.” It is not possible to determine the proportion of the loss on the
side of the victor to that on the side of the vanquished, but so large a
number of casualities as recorded in the royal proclamation must have in-
cluded a great proportion on the imperial side. If the conquest of a single
country proved so formidable a job, how much more so would have been
the conquest of the powerful Tamil states that lay beyond! Even if they
were conquered, it is doubtful how far the Emperor, from his distant base
at Pataliputra, would have succeeded in maintaining an effective control
over them in those days when commimication was difficult. The ‘‘ dig-
vijaya ** of Samudra Gupta, aptly called the ‘‘ Indian Napoleon,”” extended
up to Kafichi in the Far South. But, he failed to annex any state beyond
the Vindhyas, and in spite of his lofty ideal of an all-India Empire, had
to leave the vanquished rulers of the South with complete autonomy. It
was ‘‘ the Deccan ulcer ’’ that ruined Aurangzeb.

6
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The dream of extending dominions on the part of an Indian monarch
“beyond the confines of Bharatavarsa’ would bhave proved far more
fantastic. If the Balkh campaign of Shah Jahan has been branded as
‘“ the vainest of vain dreams ’’ at a time when methods of warfare were
much improved, it can easily be imagined how much vainer the project
of marching through the deserts of Persia and western Asia with elephants
and chariots would have been. As Arrian observes. ‘‘A sense of justice
prevents any Indian King from attempting conquest beyond the limits of
India.”” Perhaps it was not only a sense of justice but one of military
impossibility too that combined to prevent even the greatest of the
‘“‘digvijayins”’ like Chandragupta Maurya, Samudragupta and Hargvardhana
from carrying their arms beyond the boundaries of India.

What, again, is the lesson that history teaches us, on the cfficiency
of- aggressive milifarism? <Could even Napoleon and Hitler prevent their
eventual downfall ? Did not Louis XIV who spent his whole life in war-
fare simply undermine the French monarchy? Let us compare the con-
dition of France after Westphalia with that of India after the conquest of
Kalinga by Adoka. France, after Westphalia, with the ideal of the ** scienti
fic frontier >’ well-nigh realised, should have devoted her energies to various
peaceful developments that would make for her prosperity. But Louis XIV,
unable to break with the militaristic tradition of his country, pursued the
aggressive foreign policy inherited from Henry IV, Richelieu and Mazatin
with the ultimate result that France, at the close of his more than fifty
years’ reign, was left exhausted and spent up. India, after Kalinga War,
resembled France after Westphalia. The annexation of Kalinga removed
that single wedge which had so long been driven into the body politic of
the Magadhan Empire, and any further attempt at territorial expansion
would have meant pure aggression. Fortunately, at this critical juncture
of her history, India had on her throne a monarch who, freeing himself
entirely from: the age-old tradition, succeeded in evolving a new ideal which
aimed not at terrestrial conquest but at the spiritual unification not only
of the whole of Jambudvipa but of the whole known world.

The question now arises: was Asoka, while laying so much stress o
““Dhamimavijaya’’, blind to the fact that in spite of the genuine goodwill
cherished by himr towards all, there were enemies, both internal and exterr
nal, against whom the Empire must be defended? One, acquainted with
the statements of A$oka in his edicts, must admit that the monarcn W
ever in a stute of preparedness against such contingencies. Thus, 1
R. E. XIIT Aéoka sternly declares in relation to the recalcitrant forest-tribes
(Atavis): ““And they are told of the power to punish them which
Devanarh priya possesses in spite of his repentances, in order that thgy
may be ashamed of their crimes and may not be killed.” Similarly I
S. R. E. II., while assuring the independent frontier states of his good.wﬂl
and sincere desire to respect their territorial integrity, warns them agamst
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ncroachment upon his own territory, and declares that he will bear Wit}}
hem only so far as it is possible to bear. ‘‘ Anutape pi cha prabhave,
‘mighty though repentant”” (R. E. XIII)—this perhaps strikes the 1‘<6‘Y'
oe of Adoka’s policy. As Dr. Raychowdhuri himself writes: He
schewed military conquest not after defeat but after victory, and pursued
1 policy of forbearance while still possessed of the resources of a mighty
mpire,”’

Dr. Raychowdhuri says: *‘‘The Magadhan successors of Asoka had
rither the strength nor perhaps the will to arrest the process of disruptio_n-
The martial ardour of imperial Magadha had vanished with the last cries
f agony uttered in the battlefields of Kalinga. Ag¢oke had given up the
iggressive militarism of his forefathers and had evolved a policy of
Dharima-vijaya which must have seriously impaired the military efficiency
of his empire. He had called upon his sons and even great grandsons to
sschew new conquests, avoid the shedding of blood and take pleasure in
patience and gentleness. These latter had heard more of Dhariima-ghosa
than of Bheri-ghosa. 1t is, therefore, not at all surprising that the roi
faineants who succeeded to the imperial throne of Pataliputra proved un-
equal to the task of maintaining the integrity of the mighty fabric reared
by the genius of Chandragupta and Chinakya.”’

But, the distinguished historian seems to ignore the important fact that
though Adoka did his-best to impress upon his descendants the idea that
there was no higher conquest than the conquest through Dharhma, he never
intended to impose this lofty ideal upon any of his successors who were
unworthy of it. On the contrary, from R. E. XIII it clearly appears that
he did not altogether deny the possibility of military conquests (siyaka—,
or sarasake—vijaya) under his descendants who might cherish the idea
of territorial expansion. They are only advised to temper their conquests
with mercy (Khainti cha lahudandata cha) so as to make them bloodless
as far as possible. This single fact is sufficient to prove the falsity of
Dr. Raychowdhuri’s statement that ‘‘ Magadha after the Kalinga War frit-
tered away her conquering energy in attempting a religious revolution, as
Egypt did under the guidance of Ikhnaton.”

Undoubtedly, as Dr. Raychowdhuri points out, ““ the ease with which
general Pusyamitra overthrew his King in the very sight of the army
shows that unlike the earlier Kings of the dynasty who took the field in
person, the last of the Mauryas lost touch with his fighting forces and
ceased to command their affection.”” But how is Adoka to be held res-
ponsible for this fault of his successors? The abandonment of the policy
of territorial conquest must have led to the curtailment of the number of
the soldiers. Tt is, however, undeniable that the King who replaced ‘‘ Dig-
vijaya’ by ‘° Dhamma--Vijaya ’ must have lost touch more and more
with his soldiers. Still, a monarch, who could at times even forget his reli-
gion and assume a retaliatory attitude towards the refractory Atavikas
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and the aggressive neighbouring states, was by no means a dreamer and
could not be blind to the fact that military efficiency was the prime condi-
tion of the safety of the Empire.

Thus, so far as the foreign policy of Aéoka is concerned, it can hardly
be said to have led to the downfall of the Maurya Empire. But, before
ending this discussion, a few words must be said regarding the Emperor's
internal policy, for it has not alsa escaped attack from scholars. Thus,
Mahdamahopadhyaya Haraprasad $astri, nearly forty years ago, wrote that
the downfall of the Maurya Empire was due to a Brahmanical reaction
promoted by the Sungas against Adoka’s internal policy.

Now, although such distinguished scholars as Wilson, Heras and
Dikshitar have advocated a theory that ASoka was a follower of the
Brahmanical religion throughout his reign, the Edicts of the Emperor leave
no doubt that he was an ardent Buddhist. In the Bhabru Edict, for in-
stance, Adoka confesses his faith in the Buddhist Trinity viz., the Buddh,
the Dhamma and the Samgha, and declares that what has been uttered
by Lord Buddha is gospel truth (Bhagavati Budheno Chasite save se subhi-
site). Nevertheless, Adoka never tried to impose his faith on others. His
‘“ Dhamma *’, as distinguished from the ‘ Sadhamma 7, is completely non-
cudal in its stress and non-sectarian in its spirit, and contains not a word
about God or the Soul, not a word about the Buddha, the Four Noble
Trutbs, the Causal Genesis and the Nirvana. But, it consists of those efer-
nal ethical and psycho-ethical truths which constitute the common property
of all religions on earth. The King who laid so much stress on concourse
(samavayo) and growth of the essence (siravadhi) among all sects
(R. E. XII) could never be intolerant towards amy religion. No doubt
Asoka, as we learn from R. E. I, prohibited animal sacrifices. But- did
not some of the Upanisads (¢.g. the Mundaka and the Chhandogya) which
are $rutis to the Brahmanas declare themselves, long before Adoka, in 10
uncertain terms against animal sacrifices and in favour of ahfmsa? On the
other hand, the Buddhist King who made no distinction, between the
Brihmanas and the Sramanas and inculcated liberality and seemly beha-
viour to both (R. E. III, R. E. IV and R. E. VI) must have won the
sympathy and gratitude of the Brihmanas instead of alienating them.

Thus, it was neither the internal nor the external policy of Adoka that
was responsible for the downfall of the Maurya Empire. Its real caus®
should be sought for elsewhere—in the weakness and incapacity of the st
cessors of Adoka, the gross misgovernment of the Empire under them and
the dissensions in the imperial family itself. Above all, there was the inherent
defect of autocratic state whose fate was bound up with the character of
its ruler. It was perhaps in view of this fact that Ibu Khaldin Wl’(?te:
" Kingdoms are born, attain maturity and die within a definite period,
which rarely exceeds three generations.”



In Support Of The United Nations

Praniap Kunar Basu—Third Year Arts

T HE whole world today is a strange mix-up and a terrible tangle of
conflicts and jealousies and the new tendencies that increase the field
of this conflict. Indeed, a harsher age has appeared, an age of
aggressive  violence backed by corrupted power. On the ome side
we see the peace-making proposals being entertained by the people of
this world and on the other hand, we see the stage is going to be prepared
for a fight between the two blocs of the Earth. The world has to choose
between Power and Peace. Here at this momentous juncture of the World
history rise the domes of the United Nations Council, the organization which

represents peace and unity of mankind, to see a better world in the near
futare.

Throughout ages man has struggled much for Liberty, Right and Free-
dom. So he has changed the system of Society once again—from
Feudalism to Capitalism, from Capitalism to Socialism, from Socialism to
Democracy and the attempt is still being carried on to replace Democracy
by Communism. But behind this his eternal striving -there is a desire,
an yearning for equality, brotherhood, peace and economic freedom so
as to keep him physically and mentally happy. But man has attained very
little in his endeavour and it is the greatest challenge against the human
civilization whether it is able or not to put a stop to this barbarous warfare
of the twentieth century. And the civilization of man will be a failure if
it can not prevent, if I may say so, a recurrence of such great disasters as
happened in the World Wars I and II.

Feudalism, Capitalism, Socialism, Anarchism, Communism—so many
‘isms’ and behind them all, stalks opportunism. But there is also an ideal-
ism for those who care to have it. One may say that idealism is a product
of sentiment. But ‘‘ man does not live by bread alone.”” He has instincts,
he has sentiments, he has the capacity to think, to invent and to suggest
something new, something novel,—which unitedly take up the harp of
life and smite the chord of self that trembling passes into music out of sight.
Again change is the law of life; but how can there be a new order unless
it is thought out and planned. Idealism, when given shape to, is Realism.
If, however, one dreams of an ideal World inhabited by fairies and gods
then it will be building temples in the air. But we must cherish an ideal
before we can think of the real.

The establishment of an United World Organization is a long-cherished
ideal of mankind. So we must not depreciate the great ideal working at
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the back of UNO as a mere product of hysterics. The ideal of the UNO
is the building of a pure Socialistic World State, where alone peace can
exist and which is the only alternative to barbarism and jungle mentality.
We cannot just predict whether UNO will or will not attain this ideal but
a good start heralds its success. In fact, UNO is the only organization
today between World Peace and World War.

Today the U.N. is en'Eering the fifth working year after its inauguration
at San Francisco in June, 1945. The time is ripe for deciding whether
it is worth while keeping U.N. alive or it is better to dissolve it and thereby
to save money from budget-expenditure. Four years is a long time in
human life especially when there is no remission for good conduct. History
is strewn with the fajlure of attempts at International fellow-feeling, of
which the UNO happens to be the latest in the list. They have
all foundered on the same rock of sovereignty and UNO will be mo
exception. The meagre respect with which its decisions on such ques-
tions as Palestine and South West Africa have been treated by the
States concerned; the growing tendency for making projects like the Marshal
Plan for American aid to Europe ; failure to take even a first step towards
setting up a World armed force ; and failure to take of all attempts at Russo-
American fellow-feeling ; which is the sole aim of the UNO; all thes
show that the process of decay has begun. In fact, men are born to die.
Short-lived are the creations of God. Attempts end in failure—but can we
even dream of a ‘peaceful world without any International Organization
to-day? That is precisely the question to be asked. The United Nations
is not at all a World Government, nor is it a super-state. But it is the
voluntary co-operation of sovereign states for the foundation and prowmo-
tion of peace and security. So man aspires after peace to-day after a
period of terrible violence of the last 25 years. That aspiration shows that
U.N.O. may not be a failure. ‘“ Peace hath her victories, no less renowned
than war.” Indeed, the world is not yet ready for a world government. For
certainly we will not accept a benevolent despotism in the world govert-
ment. And if any world government comes into being to-day, it will be
a world tyranny (under the United States). The preamble of the UN
Charter begins with: ‘“We the people of the world”’—the very essence and
ideal of World-community. The main function of the United Nations Orgd-
nization is to consider, discuss and to make recommendations. So we should
rather look -upon the General Assembly as a platform of international
propaganda. The UNO is really * the town meeting of the World.”

But the principal organ of the UNO is the Security Council consisting
of 11 members, among whom 5 are permanent members (U.S.A., U.S.SR.
France, China and U.K.) and 6 non-permanent members, elected from the
General Assembly for a fixed tenure of office. The permanent membﬁ{s
or the so-called Bic FIvE in the Security retain a Veto power in the Councll
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so that any one of these five members, can exercise this power and can go
against the will of all the rest. But even if the rigidity is to a much lower
extent than that which was exercised in the Constitution of the League of
Nations or in the ‘‘ Liberum Vet’’ of Poland, the real flaw is that in the
Security Council, the right of veto is under continual attack. And this
narrowness of the conditions under which agreements must be reached gives
nise to an inflexibility, which might well cause the total destruction of this
system itself. But is it not a more realistic step in the context of the present
world situation? It is a great precaution taken against the forming of
groups among small member-states who are trying to ensure that their
interests will be brought to the general attention if they attach themselves
to one great power or another. The right of veto ensures on the other-hand
that whatever decisions are taken will correspond to the willingness of the
Bic FivE to carry them out ; for, duties will mostly descend on Big Powers.
The aim of UNO lies precisely in making it possible to unite these Big
Powers of the world in every noble act—so that a fellow-feeling may
gradually emerge to amity and World Peace is possible. A confederation
can not rest on party system but it is possible through goodwill and brother-
hood of the units or states. And if there were no disagreements in principles
between different countries, there would be no need for any such all em-
bracing body. And it will be an act of foolishness to surrender this veto
power and thereby break up U.N.O. In that way peace can not be
maintained.

.In spite of this rigidity of constitution in the Security Council, the
amount of success is no less than the amount of failure. The first success
came in the Iran-Azarbaizan oil conflict in Greece. This matter was taken
up by the U.N. and with a magical effect, the Americans gradually slipped
away while the negotiation and investigation were still going on. Secondly,
with the advice of the U.N. Security Council, British and French troops
were withdrawn from Syria and Lebanon. In Greece, Bulgaria, Algeria
and Yugoslavia, the guerilla warfare was also resisted with remarkable
swiftness. But the case for Indonesia is an unqualified success and the
trend of events in Kashmir and Palestine is also quite hopeful. Apart from
all these, the fundamental virtue of the UNO (and it is a success too) is
that though there are cases where its activities proved a failure yet the
troubles were so localised as to prevent that danger of small conflicts, which
gradually rise to war. Really, UNO is the global fire department and runs
to the spot wherever a fire breaks out.

But the main objective of the UNO (at the back of peace, political
and diplomatic security) is the abolition of economic and social barriers
and the attainment of economic optimum and social equality, for which
UNO makes ample provision. The Economic and Social Council is organ-
ized separately and is entrusted with these duties of employment, popula-
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tion, food, trade, labour, health and refugee problem in the World. That
international co-operation in these various social matters is a good thing
nobody doubts. But the prospect of this Council is endangered by being
linked artificially to the controversial discussion on political matters and
thus this organization may be used as a tool for framing diplomatic policies,
as was done by the grant of the Marshall aid to the war-devastated coun-
tries of Europe. But there is much to discuss about the success of ifs
activies in vailous spheres which judge the merit of this institution.

The UNESCO is doing much for a cultural homogeneity between difler-
ent countries of the world and we are proud to see our Sir Ramaswamy
Mudaliar as the first President of that Council. The World Health Organ-
zation has contributed much to eradicating malaria in Egypt, Syria and
Middle East and it has to do a lot in India for Malaria is the vital cause
of poverty in our country. The Commission on human rights worked and
helped much ifi’ the Children Emergency Fund under the chairmanship of
Mrs. Roosevelt. The most acute crisis, of course, that faced the world
atter the World War II is economic rather than social. The hard
fact that the world purchasing power is transferred to American hands,
might have a disastrous eftect on the National Economy of other countries
in the world, had there been no U.N.O. It is tne I.M.F. and the Inter
national Bank which have saved wonid from the crisis m international
trade, superimposed by Inflation and Unemployment. Economically the
world is moving towards the breakdown of national barriers. The torma-
tion of Beneiux, the progress towards European customs union and the
general agreement on the desirability of lowering tariff parriers are al
illustrations of this tendency. After tne devaluation of pound sterling and
rupee, foreign trade might have absoiutely collapsed in India and Great
Bntain due to lack of money if the I.M.F. were not there. Though India
is not yet out from the chaos, export trade has risen much in Great
Britain and the month of November is a record in her history during
last 20 years. Conditions are likely to grow more favourable to the success
of the UNO. The International Wheat Agreement was signed undef
tne auspices of the F.A.O. It has also taken upon the problem of food in
many other countries of the world.

Before concluding, I must emphasise the importance and contribution
of the I.L.O. to keep down, to a certain extent, the labour unrest in the
World today, which is the most important problem of our time. In fact, the
greatest virtue of the U.N.O. is that it organises the world citizens in
their non-political and non-sectarian aspect. Let ns not underrate this
tremendous achievement, for revolution breaks out from dissatisfaction 10
fulfil the economic needs of man and Peace can exist if the people remail
economically well-off. This is the lesson of history that Ecomomic pros
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perity is the first essential for peace and absence of war. Let the U.N.O.
be triumphant not forgetting the Economic Council.
* * * * * * *

The cold war between groups of civilized countries of the World today
gives to the U.N.O. the justification for its existence. For even if it is to be
rgarded as a failure yet one can not but admit its enormous contribution
to removing a diplomatic stuffiness in the World and to keep the windows
open for ventilation. People of the World can know each other as they
come into close contact with each other and thereby the relation is becoming
more and more intimate.

We should not mistake the legal symbol of the United Nations for social
and political reality. World Community should be established before World
Government, because the later stage of World Community may be World
Government.

And in the future making of the World throngh U.N.O., if it is ever
possible, India which boasts of her spiritual idealism can transform theory into
practice. The great thing is that India should be independent but not
neutral,

The Metaphysical School Of
English Poetry

SANATKUMAR BHATTACHARJEE-—qth year Arts

O important literary change takes place overnight. The rise of the

Metaphysical School of English poetry was, like other significant altera-
tions in outlook, thought, and feeling, a gradual development. Literary
movements are usually born like rivers. Men in after-ages can discern a
moment when a new outlook or attitude has come to the fore-front, but it is
not possible to determine precisely when several streams of influence united
to form a movement. The Metaphysical School of Poetry was not an
organized campaign. No committee drew up a set of principles to which
the literary men were asked to subsribe. It was not a conscious school; in
point of fact, there has never been a conscious literary school or move-
ment in England. The one thing that can be said of the Metaphysical
School as a whole is that it was a reaction, and a reaction is, in itself, negative.

A
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The dawn of the seventeenth-century England presents an interesting
spectacle to the students of literature. Good Queen Bess was dead, and
the glorious Elizabethan literature was over. The ebb-tide of Renaissance
had begun, and the spring of an outlook which appeals to reason was
already bubbling. The poetry of the new age reacted against the imagna-
tiveness of the Elizabethan age. Intellect instead of imagination prevailed
in Metaphysical poetry. Till then reason had been a hand-maid of fancy;
but now Reason herself was enthroned, diverting imagination from its course.
The predominance of intellect and a tortuous imagination are the chief
characteristics of Metaphysical Poetry.

Before we proceed further, the term ‘‘ Metaphysical " must be cleatly
explained. Johnson took this term from Dryden and used it with a touch
of derision in his Lives of Poets. We must not understand ‘‘ Metaphysi-
cal”’ here in its strict philosophical sense. But it is not inappropriately
used for the habit, common to this school of poets, of ‘‘ always seeking
to express something after something behind, the simple obvious first sense
and suggestion of a subject.”” Johnson’s explanation of the term is excel
lent. The Metaphysical poets, he wrote, ‘° were men of learning, and t0
show their learning was their whole endeavour . .. .. . They neither
copied nature nor life ... ... Their thoughts were often .new, but
seldom natural; they are not obvious, but neither are they just . ... .
Here, in brief, the salient features of this curious school are clearly indicated.

The first impressions made by the Metaphysical poets are generally
not very encouraging. Their poetry is often violent, harsh, cold, and
obscure, filled with affectations and conceits, They turned from the
honeyed sweetness of Elizabethan lyric poetry, and in their effort to surprise
by novelty, they indulged in strange metaphors and far-fetched similes.
Crashaw describes the eyes of the sorrowing Mary Magdalene as “two
walking baths, two weeping motions.”” They cultivated ingenuity at any
cost. Herbert ransacked art and nature—from the game of bowls to the
strange properties of the orange tree—and worked them out in the fashion
of emblem poetry. Yet the Metaphysical poets possessed real poetic power
Their disguise did not hide their genius.

The Metaphysical poets displayed the characteristic features of thelr
writing in their love poetry. The traditional pattern of love poetry took
new form in their hands. For the conventional phrases of the Elizabethan
love lyrics they substituted realism; for honey, harshness. Like modern
poetry, Metaphysical poetry lacked a poetic diction.

“ My face in thine eye, thine in mine appears,”
Donne writes in The Good-Morrow.

“ Where can we find two better hemispheres

Without sharp North, without declining West?”’
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The epithets are scientific in their exactness. Again, an illustration
of the novelty of themes and tortuous imagination is Donne’s The Flea.

“ It suck’d me first and now sucks thee
And in this flea our two bloods mingled be.”’

Donne is generally called the father of the Metaphysical School: this
B an indication of the gradual development of the school, for Donne lived
4 generation before those who are usually classed with him. Donne was
the epitome of the new age.- Questions of a restless and powerful imagination
sruggled with one another in the labyrinths of his baffled thought. His
divided spirit was reflected in his poetry, written in colloquial language
with complex rhythms and grotesque imagery. For pages together he
indulged in puzzling riddles, then suddenly comes a passage quivering and
shining as a living flame.

Donne’s influence on the later generation was profound. A host of
writers appeared after him trying to follow his boldness of style and fan-
tstic ingenuities of thought. They inherited a great part of his intensity.
Among them were the religious poets, Herbert, Vaughan and Crashaw.
Crashaw was an unbalanced genius, his poems were irregular bursts of
fancy. Herbert rarely failed. but his successes were never as great as
those of the others. Vaughan’s attitude was the most mystical, but some-
times he was dull. In Cowley’s work we have the last productions of the
Metaphysical School, the structure and conceits of his Pindaric odes encour-
aged the Metaphysical manner. The influences of the Metaphysical School
were very widely spread among the poets of the age in general.

The Metaphysical School is generally believed to be an abortive move-
ment. The Metaphysical poets’ love of imagery for its own sake is said to
be one of the causes of their failure. But toying with imagery may result
in very beautiful things. The Metaphysical poets failed not because they
toyed with imagery, but because they toyed with it frostily, they cut it
in shapes with a pair of scissors.

Nevertheless the achievement of the Metaphysical School cannot be
minimised. In one way, the Metaphysical poets extended the whole range of
poetry. In this respect, modern poetry serves as an interesting parallel to
Metaphysical poetry. The first World War came as a shock and turned
the whole scale of values. Emotions lost their permanence; vague complex
desites and ‘“a heap of broken images’ disturbed the unity of ideas.
Poetry reflected this restless mood, this ‘‘ mortal distraction.”” The absence
of concentration in modern poetry is filled by variety and novelty. To
the modern poet nothing is unnatural as a poetic theme. The modern poet
does not want to surrender his reason to imagination, This predominence
of intellect also characterised Metaphysical poetry. Thus the Metaphysical
poets were, in some respects, the remote vanguards of the Modern Age.




A Week Of Historical Conferences
At Delhi

Pror. CHARU CHANDRA DAs GUPTA, M.A., P.R.S., Ph.D. (Cdl.),
Ph.p. (Caniab)

DELHI with its changed environment after the attainment of indepen-

dence (on the 15th August, 1947) saw a week of historical confer-
ences during the Christmas holidays of 1g48. The Silver Jubilee Session
of the Indian Historical Records Commission and the annual meetings of
the Indian History Congress, the Numismatic Society of India and the
Museums Association of India were held at Delhi University from the 231
to the 28th December.

I went to Delhi to attend particularly the annual meeting of the Indian
History Congress as a representative of the Government of West Bengdl
and a delegate from the Presidency College. The delegates were housed
in the newly-built St. Stephen’s College. It is a magnificent structure
amidst the lovely surroundings of lawns and gardens of unforgettable beauty
and charm.

On the 23rd December there was the inauguration of the Indian Histori-
cal Records Commission. Pandit Nehru, Maulana Azad and high govem-
ment officials were there. It was an imposing sight because here we found
the leading historians of India as well as the cream of the intellectnal
and political circles of Delhi assembled together.

Sir Maurice Gwyer, Vice-Chancellor of the Delhi University presided
on this occasion. He warmly welcomed Pandit Nehru and requested him
to inaugurate the meeting. Pandit Nehru delivered an extempore speech
for nearly half an hour on the study of history in the world-context, He
said, that as an amateur he was overwhelmed in the presence of a mylt.
tude of experts; but he had an advantage over the learned professorg of
history in as much as he was able to see more of the wood whereag the
experts concentrated more on trees. Defining history as a record of the
onward march of humanity he pleaded for the study of history in a wiger
context of world events. He said that history was sometimes defined
a record of the martyrdom of man-—a record of repeated crucifixions apg
resurrections. He supposed that ultimately all the problems of the woq
could be reduced to two or three sentences. They were problemg of the
relationship of the individual with other individuals or a group, apq the
relationship of one group with another group or groups. All problems.
cultural, economic and political—could be brought within this definition,
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History was, thus, a record of the blending processes which sought to
bring nations and groups together as well as of the disruptive and fissiparous
tendencies which went on at the same time. He said that we must empha-
sise the constructive aspects of history and events rather than the disruptive
forces. He further said that, far from being a mere record of events,
history must always be a record of the social progress and development
of countries and of the world.

After the address of Pandit Nehru, Maulana Azad delivered an excellent
speech in Hindusthani as President of the Indian Historical Records Commis-
sion. He read out his script, and a verbatim English translation of it was
given to those who assembled there. The superb way in which he delivered
the address impressed all. He said that the aim of history was to find out
the truth about the past. He further said that the Indian Historian Records
Commission had done valuable work in creating a new spirit of research
and enquiry among Indian historians. He suggested that it would be a
great service to the cause of historical research if we framed a programme
of work for filling up the gaps in our knowledge of the history of India.
He made a personal appeal for the collection of all family documents,
sanads, firmans and ancient manuscripts for the national archives of India.
He said that many things must be done to make our national archives per-
form their proper functions. Of these, the collection and perservation of
records and manuscripts is perhaps the foremost. The second task is that
of cataloguing and analysis of those records.

Then His Excellency, the Chinese Ambassador to India read a very
learned paper on the Chinese sources of Indian history.

In the afternoon papers were read. The Indian Historical Records
Commission published in advance two booklets, one, a list of papers which
were read and the other, a summary of these papers.

On the 25th December we had the inaugural meeting of the eleventh
Indian History Congress at the University Convocation Hall. There was
a speech of welcome by Dr. S. N. Sen, Director of Archives of the Govern-
ment of India. On behalf of the University of Delhi Sir Maurice Gwyer
welcomed the delegates and also gave his own conception of history. He
said that Mr. Lytton Strachey once observed that an historian, to be a
good historian, required three things—industry to collect his materials, ability
to arrange them and put them into shape, and lastly, to have a point of
view; but that the point of view should not by any means, be the same
as propaganda and that the one was not to be confused with the other. A
propaganda is usually dishonest and almost invariably inaccurate; but a
book of history need not be uninteresting because it is accurate and scholar-
ly and if historians desired, as presumably they all do desire, that their
books should be read not only by the narrow circle of scholars but also
read and enjoyed by a much wider audience, their contributions to history
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have got to be not only full of scholarship but also to be works of art.
Dr. Rajandra Prasad was to have inaugurated the meeting of the Indian
History Congress; but on account of his unavoidable absence Sir Srinivasan
Varadachariar, ex-Chief Justice of the Federal Court of India did it. He
gave an interesting address on the concept of the secular state. He said
that the danger which lay in the conception of a secular state being msi-
understood and misapplied could not be under-estimated. This con-
ception, as a negative ideal, dissociating the machinery of the state
from active encouragement of any particular form of religion, might be
unobjectionable; but to give it a positive interpretation in favour of encour-
aging the exclusively secular and materialistic outlook on life is fraught
with dangers. The problem before those who .were interested in historical
study was twofold. The two aspects were moral and practical. The writ-
ings of sociologists had recognised the fact that the real source of insecurity
to democratic culture lay in the loss of respect on the part of men for
ethical standards. The new era in India was in a dangerous state The
transition from a place of inferiority to that of equality or superiority was
a serious period in the life of a nation. A proper study of history
always had a healthy effect in a stateike this. He gave a warning against
reading only the history of one’s own country and not of others also.
That would’ lead to the growth of narrow nationalism.

Then Mahamahopadhyaya Prof. Datta Varman Potdar of Poona deli-
vered his presidential address. He said that there was no doubt that
history was a respectable branch of learining in ancient India. The his-
torical tradition of ancient India became decadent in the later age of
ancient India. Under the Muhammadans the study of history was revived.
The real scientific study of history commenced with the coming of the
Europeans into India. The Europeans led the way and we must remain
ever indebted to them for their most precious work. As time rolled on,
Indian scholars also came forward first slowly and individually and later
on in large numbers and through corporate bodies. To bring together
these workers scattered over a wide area and to co-ordinate their efforts
the Indian History Congress was ushered into existence. He believed that
no history properly so-called of any part of India could be written with-
out an intensive and first-hand study of the original sources of the respective
periods in the Indian languages concerned. He further thought that serious
students of Indian history would have to be multi-lingual. In spite of out-
ward disunity there is a fundamental unity throughout the whole of India.
Under the British we became united in a variety of ways. He further
suggested that history, as it is now understood, must be a history of the
people as a whole.

On the 26th December we met again and the presidents of different
sections delivered their addresses. The president of Section I, Dr. N. Datta
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spoke on a number of problems in the field of ancient Indian culture. He
said that according to some there was a great similarity between Proto-Elamite
and Indus Valley scripts and that according to others the Indus Valley civiliza-
tion was a distinct culture-zone. He opined that more excavaions were needed
in India and that some scholars should be deputed abroad to study Sumerian
ond Elamite civilisations. So far as Buddhist studies were concerned, he
said that there should be a compilation of Buddhist texts which were found
outside India. He also advocated the foundation of a society for
Jaina studies in India. He further said that research in ancient Indian
geography was desirable and that there should be a central library of
Indology and that there should be more co-operation between the Indian
Archaeological Department and the educational institutions in India.

The president of Section 1I, Dr. D. C. Sircar said that the currents
of Indian history could not be isolated from the rest of the world. Then
he put forward a few suggestions with a view to raising the standard of
historical investigation. He further stated that the proper reviewing of
books in periodicals was undoubtedly the best way of maintaining the
standard of research and also of raising it.

The president of Section IIT was Rev. Father H. Heras. His address
mainly dealt with the political history of South India nd practically with
the history of the Vijayanagar kingdom.

The president of Section IV, Dr. P. M. Joshi spoke about the idea
of political unity from Agoka to Pax Britannica. He felt that a systematic
study of Muslim rule in Southern India was a long desideratum and that
the kingdoms which grew out of the Bahamani kingdom needed to be studied.

The president of Section V, Dr. K. N. V. Sastri spoke on the foreign
affairs of India from 1765 to 1g47. He showed how laws of nationality,
contact and nature affected the foreign policy of India in this period.

On the 27th December papers were read. The reading of papers in
different sections was done simultaneously and it was, therefore, difficult
to attend all the meetings. However there were a number of interesting
papers and a list and summaries of these papers submitted to the Congress
were printed in advance.

On the same day in the afternoon the annual meeting of the Numismatic
Society of India was inaugurated by Dr. N. P. Chakravarty, Director-
General of Archaeology in India. Then Dr. Unwalla delivered his presi-
dential address on Sassanian coins.

There was also the annual meeting of the Museums Association of
India. Maulana Azad while inaugurating this meeting made an
appeal to people to take a keen interest in the country’s arts
and museums. He said that national education could not be complete
if their national arts and museums were not properly maintained. He
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regretted the inadequate arrangements for maintenance of museums in India
and urged the necessity of sending experts to foreign countries to study their
methods of maintenance of museums and art—treasures and then reorganiss
Indian museums on similar lines. He said that during the last 200 years
of foreign rule a considerable amount of national weallh such as antiquities
and pieces of art had been sent away from the country. It was necessary
that a committee should be formed to prepare a list so that steps could be
taken to recover them. Dr. H. Goetz, Director of the Baroda Musenm
and Picture Gallery in his presidential speech said that Indian museums
could not expect strong government support at this time to transform them
into really nation-building institutions because the national government had
to concentrate its energies on more fundamental problems. As in other
countries, support must be found from the public. He said that the public
programme of Indian museums was out of date and thus reforms failed for
lack of co-operation and administrative handicaps. Local type—collections
could be built up in close collaboration with local research scholars and
amateurs, and national and international type-collections by common plan-
ning and exchange.

The delegates were taken to the Red Fort and to Rajghat. They were
also taken to the New Delhi Municipal Hall where an exhibition of re-
cords, manuscripts etc. were arranged by the Indian Historical Records
Commission.

The exhibits were classified under two different categories, viz., official
documents and unofficial manuscripts.  In this exhibition we saw the
following kinds of materials, viz., (1) Manuscripts on palm leaf and birch
bark, (2) Firmans, parwanas, sanads etc., (3) Pre-British India: Persian
manuscripts regarding general history, history of Timur, Pathan Kkings,
Mughal kings, Afghans, Kashmir and the Punjab, (4) Records of the
National Archives of India regarding political history, some important
treaties, judicial and administrative institutions, early growth of the Indian
press, western education in India, postal system and economic history, (s)
Miscellaneous records, (6) Records lent by Madras Record Office, Bombay
Record Office, State Record Department, Baroda, (7) Tagore Manuscripts
lent by the Rabindra Bhavan, Viévabhirati, $Santiniketan, (8) Records from
the Constituent Assembly of India, (9) Documents relating to World War I
lent by the Combined Inter-Services Historical Section, Simla, (10) Maps
and Charts, (11) Paintings, (12) Types of repair work done in the preservé-
tion branch of National Archives of India and also (13) the Exhibition to
Indian Art at Government House,

In 1947 an exhibition of select specimens of Indian art was held at
the Royal Academy in London. When this exhibition was over, they wer
taken to Delhi and were shown there in the form of an exhibition at the
Government Housé. They were arranged in the following manner.~
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(1) Finds from the ancient Indus Valley (C. 3000-2000 B.C.), (2) Sculptures
of Maurya, Sunga, Kushan, Gupta, early mediaeval (8th-1oth century A.D.),
and later mediaeval (11th-13th century A.D.) ages, (3) Terracottas, (4)
Bronzes, (5) Western Indian, Rajasthani, Pahari, Orissan, Bengali, Mughal
and Deccani paintings, (6) Textiles, (7) Minor antiquities and (8) Carpets.

Two receptions were given to the delegates, one by the Governor-General
at the Government House and the other by the Vice-Chancellor at the
University.

It was really a week of great intellectual enjoyment at Delhi, and we,
the delegates enjoyed our stay at Delhi very much,

Farewell Address

[After years of great service to the Presidency College, Professor
Somnath Maitra went on leave preparatory to retiment on August 3, 1949.

The professors, honours and post-graduate students of the English
department met Prof. Maitra at a farewell function in Room No. 22 on

September 3, 1949. The meeting was presided over by the Vice-Principal,
Prof. S. C. Sarkar.

At the meeting, a farewell address was presented to Prof. Maitra on
behalf of the students by Sanat Kumar Bhattacharjee. The speakers for
the afternoon were Prof. T. N. Sen, Prof. S. K. Indra, Prof. Gaurinath
Bhattacharya, Sudhindranath Gupta (on behalf of the ex-students of Prof.
Maitra), Jogesh Bhattacharya (on behalf of the post-graduate students),
Tarun Sircar {on behalf of the present students) and the President.

After Prof. Maitra had given his reply in Bengali, the function ended late
in the evening.] '

To

SoMNATH MAITRA,

Sewior Professor of English,
Presidency College.
Sir,

It was with a shock that we learnt on the 4th of August of your sudden
departure on leave preparatory to retirement. Coming so soon after the
retirement of Dr. Sreekumar Banerji, your departure is a grievous loss to
the English Department of this College and creates a void it wounld be diffi-
cult to fill. We regard ourselves as fortunate in that we could sit at your
feet during the last few years of your stay in this College. The cultured
grace of your English, the ease of your exposition, your fine sense of

literary values, your beautiful readings, in themselves an interpretation: all
8
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these will be for us most precious memories. We shall also remember with
deep gratitude, the unfailing kindness and courtesy we have received at
your hands, the generous assistance you have always given us in our difi-
culties, the solicitude you have always shown on our behalf.

Your presence on the staff has, for many years, imparted a tone to this
Institution which would now be sadly missing. During all the years we
have known you, we have seen you bear yourself with such an easy dignity,
carry with and about you such an air of refinement, set such an example to
others by your high sense of duty and responsibility, speak at our periodical
meetings and functions to such effect and purpose, that we do feel, Sir, that
this College will be distinctly the poorer by your absence.

As you go into retirement, permit us, Sir, to offer you our best wishes
for your health, and long life, and prosperity. But you can never be distant

from vs. You will for ever remain our guide and master.
We remain,

Sir,
Presidency College, Your affectionate pupils,
September 3, 1949. Honours and Post-Graduate Classes

of Presidency College.

English Seminar

The literary and cultural activities of the English Seminar have been revived
this session. At one of its meetings Miss Latika Ghose spoke on ‘* Manmohan Ghose‘:
Life and Poetry.” At two other meetings papers were read on ‘' Realism 1
Literature ** by Sanat Kumar Bhattacharjee and on ‘‘ The Inter-war Period in
English Poetry * by Tarun Sircar., The Seminar is holding a series of Readings
from English Literature to encourage the practice of reading aloud—so desirable
a practice in a proper study of literature. A proposal to hold an English Recitation
competition is under consideration. Two American Information Services Films of
“ The University of California '’ and ‘ The Library of the Congress™ were
recently shown under the auspices of the Seminar.

A new method is being followed in conducting the Seminar meetings. Presided
over by a student, each Seminar meeting is held in two sittings, one for reading
the paper, the other, at an interval of a few days, for discussion. The level of
discussion is thus sought to be raised by the participants being allowed a little time
to think out. Participants are also enabled to express themselves freely by being
allowed to speak and write in either English or Bengali or a mixture of the two.

The Seminar library possesses over two hundred books on loan from the
College Library. We propose to add more.

The Seminar met Prof. Somnath Maitra, the retiring Head of the English
Department and President of the Seminar, at a farewell function. Details of the
function are given elsewhere. We remain grateful to him for the encouragement
and”guidance he gave us.

Ramenpra Nata Ray
January, 1g30. Sanar KuMAR BHATTACHARJES
Joint Secys., Eng. Seminar-
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Reviews

SHAKESPEARIAN COMEDY: S. C. Sen Gupta. Oxford University Press.
18s. or Rs. 12/8."

In spite of the abundance of Shakespearian criticism Shakespearian comedy
remains a subject to which full justice has not yet been done. No thorough and
convincing study of the subject comparable to Bradley’s monumental work on
Shakespearian tragedy, has yet appeared, and even after going through all that
has been written about Shakespeare’s comedies one feels that the last word has
yet to be said on the subject. A great critic like Coleridge can scarcely be said to
have been as happy in his criticism of comedy as of tragedy, and perhaps the explana-
tion may be found in the mental and temperamental limitations of the *‘ subtle-
souled psychologist.”” Lamb perhaps might have done the subject proper justice
if he had stooped to formal theory and systematic criticism, but, as it is, Lamb
remains a brilliant impressionist but not a theorist of the drama. Very fine things
have also been said by other critics on the subject, noticeably by Priestley,
Gordon and Charlton, but their works do not amount to a theory of Shakespearian
comedy. Charlton has of course attenpted it as systematically as anybody, but, as
he himself declares, he scarcely approaches the standard reached by Aristotle or
even by Bradley in their studies of tragedy.

What is the explanation of this particular deficiency in criticism? If Shakes-
tragedy has yielded to critical study, why does Shakespearian comedy remain yet
unconquered? One explanation might be that the very spirit of comedy is one of
protest against formularizing or, to quote a Bergosnion phrase, against mechanisation
of life. For ‘it is, as the air, invulnerable’’ and mocks our efforts to tie it down
to a set formula or phrase. The scope of tragedy is narrower and more definable
as tragedy means a frustration or repression of the free flow of life by antagonistic
forces that surround it. These forces are—at least we feel them to be—more
“mechanical’”’, limited in character and function when compared to the spirit of
man. At any-rate their relation to man is certainly more ‘‘mechanical’”’ and better
definable to our intellect, and it has not been found so elusive a pursuit to
codify a theory of tragedy. Tragedy is closely connected with those human feelings
which have a well-defined character unlike comedy which has more to do with
what, for want of a better word, ome might call “‘wit’’—a thing so protean in
,nature as to defy all attempts to anatomise it.

Apart from the difficulty of formulating an adequate theory of comedy, there
are special difficulties in the interpretation of Shakespearian comedy. It is practi-
cally sui gemeris, being really unlike classical comedy, unlike older English and
contemporary Elizabethan and Jacobean comedy ; it is unlike Moliere’s, Congreve's or
Shaw’s comedy ; it is even unlike Oriental types like the Sanskrit comedy. It is
not farce, neither is it satire ; it is not fantasy, romance or pastoral, though it
has elements of all these. If it offers a criticism of life, that criticism follows a
line of treatment different from what we have in Shakespeare’s tragedies and histories.
For both in his tragedies and in his histories Shakespeare keeps very close to t}fe
positive and realistic view of life though there might be a dominating comic
element in some of his histories. But in comedies we have 'a different outlook on
life aitogether. It is Shakespeare looking at life through the other end of the
{elescope.
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In comedy Shakespeare is ‘‘Fancy’s child”’, how truly many critics fail to
realise. To apply to comedy the canons of Shakespearian criticism based upon a
study of Shakespearian tragedy, would be really misleading. For instance,
Moulton’s analysis of Shakespeare’s dramatic art is not very helpful to our under-
standing of the appeal of a play like The Tempest; it fails to take into account
those elusive qualities that have evoked the rapturous admiration of a sympathetic
mind like Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch’s. Shakespearian comedy is not an “‘imitation
of life’” in the same sense as Shakespearian tragedy or history is. Shakespeare creates
in his comedies a dome of many-coloured glass into which the white radiance of the
truth of reality can enter only as broken lights. But on what priociples does
Shakespeare construct his dome? What particular aesthetic effect do these broken
lights really seek to produce? Is there anything above and beyond the truth of
reality that Shakespeare has here in view? And, lastly, is Shakespearian comedy
an inferior or a superior form of Shakespearian art? These are some of the questions
that remain yet to be properly tackled.

Professor S. C. Sen Gupta’s Shakespearian Comedy is as serious an eflort to
understand the subject as any that has so far been made, and Dr. Sen Gupha
deserves the gratitude of all students of Shakespeare for the stimulating study of a
particularly difficult subject that he has placed in their hands. Dr. Sen Gupta has
not in this volume included any detailed analysis of the art and technique of
Shakespearian comedy, but so far as the essentials of the comic are concerned
Dr. Sen Gupta has set ahout his task with remarkable insight, thoroughness and
knowledge. He starts with an investigation into the nature of the comic and, after
discussing the various authoritative views on the subject, seeks to offer his own
explanation of the comic. According to Dr. Sen Gupta the comic implies a deviation
from an accepted standard which involves an interplay between the real and the
unreal. Though this definition may not be considered acceptable by all, it is
certainly an ingenious suggestion that deserves a careful consideration. After enume-
rating the features of Elizabethan and Jacobean comedy outside Shakespeare
Dr. Sen Gupta passes on to a study of the comic in Shakespears. Dr. Sen Gupta
rightly points out that Shakespeare’s contributions to comedy include a synthesis
of the various elements and vitalising of the characters. This, however, is 10
explanation of the distinctive quality of the Shakespearian comic. Trying fo relate
Shakespearian Comedy to his general theory of the comic, Dr. Sen Gupta opines that
the distinctive feature of Shakespearian comedy is that here be ‘‘sets ome attitude
against another and shows how all approaches to life are equally living, but may
be proved to be equally unreal’’. Perhaps these features are there in Shakespearian
comedy, but we fear that in emphasising them Dr. Sen Gupta has missed the essence
of the comic in Shakespeare in a strained effort to buttress his own theory of the
comic. Pattern-weaving is not after all the thing that impresses and charms us
most in Shakespeare’s comedies, and Sir John Falstaff, whose character is €0
brilliantly discussed by Dr. Sen Gupta in the last chapter of his book, would interest
us as he is, pattern or mo pattern. Shakespear’s philosophy of life in his comedues
is, according to Dr. Sen Gupta, a philosophy of tolerance. But this ““tolerance’’
deserves closer examination. Though Shakespeare shares this quality with writers
like Chaucer and Fielding, he has a quality of tolerance that is above and beyond
theirs. Perhaps Dr. Sen Gupta is guilty of a slight overstatement when he says that
in comedies Shakespeare’s vision expands into an all-inclusive and all-embracing
view of life. Dr. Sen Gupta is usually so careful and conscientious in his statements
that we did not expect his copy book to be tarnished by a touch of bardolatry

Dr. Sen Gupta gives a series of brillant studies of Shakespeare’s comedies in.the
subsequent chapters but their charm is due more to his sympathetic insight into
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character and an imaginative appreciation of the world portrayed in Shakespeare's
comedies than to any systematic philosophising in them. Happily, Dr. Sen Gupta
is not always obsessed by philosophic theory, though he has a bias to it, and
even those who demur to accept his theory of Shakespearian comedy would be
benefited by going through the pages of this thoughtful and brilliant work.

A. D. M.

DEVALUATION: D. Ghosh. Price Annas Eight. p. 21.

DEVALUATION AND THE DolLrarR ProBLEM: Saroj Kumar Basu. Price
Rupees Three. p. 69.

( Khoj Pavishad Publications )

Seldom before have teachers of economics in the University of Calcutta been
more intellectually alert than they are today. Indeed there are signs here of a
distinct revival of intellectual interest in day-to-day economic problems and policies
—a revival such as we have never seen since the days of the late Sir Jehangir
Coyajee. The last decade, if we exclude the past few years, is almost a blank,
save for some seemingly important works, written more for dilettantes than for
serious students of affairs. Only in recent years is it beginning to be evident once
again that our teachers of economics are fully alive to their quasi-public duties.

The crisis in international exchange following upon the simultaneous devaluation
of a number of important currencies in terms of the American dollar has called out
many economists of consequence to review the entire situation in relation to the
new set of facts. The expression of contrary opinions here need not obscure our
understanding, for it is quite possible to secure agreement on the question of the
genesis and the nature of a problem even when opinions differ on the question
of appropriateness (or uniqueness) of any one suggested solution. Once this is
recognised, understanding becomes easy and examination of differences begins to
be interesting.

It is thus that so long as Professors Ghosh and Basu are considering the dollar
problem in retrospect, one will not part the company of the other. In discussions
of the ‘‘dollar shortage’’ there is always some measure of common ground to be
covered, because the ultimate frames of reference here are facts. But while Dr. Basu
considers these facts in the light of evidence furnished by great many academic
details, Prof. Ghosh does the same thing with comparative ease by directly relating
the dollar problem to the two major economic factors, namely, the immense
superiority of American mass production techniques in a wide range of producis
eagerly sought for in the modern world and also the much-neglected fact of high
American tariffs. The popular purpose of Prof. Ghosh’s pamphlet would not, how-
ever, allow him to go bevond the minimum of details, but then he is so blessed
with a lively and critical intelligence that in passing on from one argument to
another, he experiences, as it seems, not the least intellectual strain. His analysis of
the nature and extent of the current international disequilibriumn broaches this
fundamental question: For countries in Western Europe, all committed to
a policy of domestic full employment and anti-deflation, what possible way of
escape is there—other than that by devaluation—irom the ever-present danger of
mounting foreign indebtedness? If during the war-years these countries have experi-
enced adverse shifts in their cost and efficiency conditions at home and if, as &
result, their domestic cost and price-structures have moved up to a position that
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no longer justifies the maintenance of the pre-war rates of exchange with the
dollar, the case for devaluation would seem much stronger than ever. Thus
with Prof. - Ghosh much depends on the starting point: If the national currency
has been over-valued, devaluation is likely to mean that many products which
could not previously be exported will move into the category of possible exports
and thus help to restore equilibrium fairly quickly. But the optimism in this
line of reasoning is born of an over-simplification which can best be pointed out
in the words of Dr. Basu: ‘‘When the disequilibrium is of a structura! character,
a mere devaluation of currency will neither be a speedy nor a decisive solution. . . .
When the volume of production is restricted by the country’s inability to eflect
necessary structural changes, devaluation would have the effect of raising the
domestic prices unnecessarily and aggravating latent inflationary forces without
benefiting balance of payments position’””. One had hoped that Dr. Basu would
not remain satisfied with the mere mentioning, as it were, of this and other
mighty considerations, but, he chooses to observe reticence where clear formula-
tions are called for. This, again, may indeed be the result of a sort of couscious
seli-restraint on his part, for, to pack inside the pages of a lean volume as many
congiderations of competing importance as a complete study would seem to warrant,
is a task that can only be performed under conditions of deliberate intellectual
restrictions. Yet his passing reflections have not been the less effective on that
account—indeed they have their value in starting discussions and suggesting hypo-
theses—and the way in which he has warned us against cheap sentiments that
sometimes pass of as arguments—gives to them a realism which is not much in
evidence in other popular studies on the subject.

Prof. Ghosh, on the other hand, never forgetting for the moment that he i3
a pamphleteer addressing a wider public, would go only as far as logic would lead
him. He considers the recent devaluation of the rupee in terms of the dollar
as being nothing so much as a search for lost harmony—a harmony that is fanda-
mental in the idea of purchasing power parities. In the case of India, this
harmony, once it is achieved, makes for two things: first, it corrects a technical
over-valuation of the rupee in terms of the dollar and secondly, it helps to preserve
the traditional rupee-sterling link at the same old parity, thus securing to her
advantages associated with each. It is the first set of advantages, supposed of
real, about which Dr. Basu is frankly in doubt, and nothing is more convincing
and peneirating than the ,way in which he proceeds to make his intuition seem
almost true reason (e.g. ‘‘What is sauce for the British gander may not be sauce
for the Indian goose.”’) It is here that his analysis transcends the narrow limats
of a mere theoretical enquiry~—the earlier chapters do indeed make for that presump-
tion—and exhausts all possible considerations that could be included within its scope-
The conclusions that it leads to are valuable apart from the way they are arrived
at—because. in many cases, they constitute a challenge and a warning to official
complacency. The same, however, cannot be said of Prof. Ghosh’s conclusions
which are, on the whole, more balanced but less documented. But whatever
they are, it is difficult to detach them from his carefully enunciated premises.
‘ The ultimate solution of our balance of payments problem ', he writes, ‘ Lies in
an increase of our efficiency ’ and ‘the over-valuation of the rupee had been pro-
viding an undesigned protection to our industries and encouraging inefficiency "
One may question in the manner of Dr. Basu: Why rely upon magic remedies when
structural rigidities stand in the way? But Prof. Ghosh is always looking to
the future, without being unduly weighed down by what he calls *‘ an immediat
strain on our economy '’ because ‘‘in the long run it will do us good "', There

v
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is a wisdom here that is as rare as it is pleasant to encounter, all the pleasanter
because it appears almost as obiter dictum. Without this wisdom and the optimism
that goes with it we would miss the element that softens the grimness of
criticism. The Khoj Parishad, Calcutta, deserves our thanks for placing before the
public viewpoints which, because they are not identical, are eminently worth our
attention.

DiipkumMArR Kar,

THE TrREND, Vol. I, No. 1, Editor: Dilipk-umar Kar. Economics Seminar,
University of Calcutta. 49 pp. Re. 1/-.

The Trend, Vol. I No. 1. is the first issue of a new economic journal sponsored
by the Economics Seminar of the University of Calcutta It is a welcome sign of the
times that ounr Post-gradnate students have become serious enough to think of
publishing a scientific journal on their own account for contributing to the forma-
{ion of contemporary economic thinking. To the students and Professors of the
Presidency College, it is a matter of special pride that the first Editor of this new
experiment with scientific journalism happens also to be the Editor of the College
Magazine.

Like most new-comers, The Trend makes its debut on the stage of scientific
speculation by raising fundamental definitional, methodological and {eleological
issues. It also contains a number of review articles.

In his Editorial Note on ‘“The Trends in Economic thinking’’ Mr. Kar has
endeavoured to trace the operation of a dialectic process in the evolution of
what may be described as ‘ bourgeois’ ecomomic thinking and he finds in
Keynesian Economics a partial froition of a synthesis between the old laisser-
faire individualism of the 1g9th century and the totalitarian economic systems
associated with collectivistic ecomomic thinking. But he does not appear to
be satisfied with the type of synthesis achieved with the help of the new
Keynesian technique of macro-dynamics (or, is it macro-statics?) A con-
structive intellectual synthesis, in his view, cannot be provided by an economic
science working in ‘neurctic’ isolation. ‘It can only be se%red by the
organically united efforts of economics and political philocophy.”” "While Marshall
thought that the Mecca of the economist lies in economic biology rather than in
economic mechanics, Mr. Kar thinks that the economist’s ultimate salvation lies
in economic philosophy. Mr. Kar's dissatisfaction with equilibrium analysis even
of the macro-dynamic type is quite understandable. But what precisely does he
mean by economic philosophy? Does he propose to go back to the original Smithian
conception of Economics as ‘‘a branch of the science of a statesman or legislator’’?
In that event, how can he manage to refain the status of Economics as an independ-
ent discipline discovering universal, or at least general, laws in the economic
affairs of mankind? Surely Economics can never hope to develop into an in-
dependent discipline, if it is tied to the apron-strings of a particular political
philosophy. If mathematical economics is sterile, economic philosopby will be little
more than a fashionable piece of dogma. We have, however, no difficulty in
concurring with Mr. Kar's assertion that no condtructive synthesis can be provided
by an economic science working ih ‘ neurotic’ isolation. As Lord Xeynes put
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it, ‘‘the Master Economist must be a mathematician, historian, statesman and
philosopher in some degree. . . . . He must be purposeful and disinterested in a
single mood ; as aloof and incorruptible as an artist, yet sometimes as near the
earth as a politician.”

Mr. Amlan Dutt in his paper on ‘“ The Scope and Nature of Economics’’ has
registered his protest against Robbins and his followers who propose to develog
economics as a pure science on a purely amoral basis. A social science, he argues,
can retain vitality, only if it does not tolerate long and continuous separation from
the moral source of its inspiration and from the problems of policy-making. There
is hardly any exponent of ‘ pure’ economics, including Robbins, who would hesitate
to lend a helping hand to social navigators in search of a desired haven, but the
real difficulty pointed out by Robbins, presented by the incomparability of inter-
personal utility, remains unfortunately unsolved.

Mr. Dhruba N. Ghosh in his paper on ‘ Methodology in Economics ' has come fc
the conclusion that economic research should seek to find out the key positions of
the social premises of economics. This is a much-needed warning to those modern
economists who seem to believe that economic theory can only be developed with!
the help of formidable mathematical techniques like Langrangean multiplier o
Timbergenian matrix. If Economics is to open up unew frontiers of socially usefu%
speculation, the boundaries between the different social sciences have to be broken
down. The economic problems of mankind are so inextricably embedded in a masq
of relationships which cut across purely economic considerations that the economis{
can play his appointed role in the installation of the welfare state of to-morrow only
if he takes proper note of the whole social background of the economic reality

R. N. CHATTERJL

OUR CONTEMPORARIES

The editor acknowledges with thanks the receipt of the following periodicals

]ourﬁ of the Geological Institute (Vol. XI. 1948-49), Presidency College:
cutta.

St. Xavier's Magazine (two issues).

Scotish Church College Magazine.

Chaturanga (Edited by Humayun Z Xabir).

India—A monthly Review (Edited by Nihar Ranjan Roy)
Medinipur College Patrika.

Dacca College Patrika.

The Republic Day (Union Society)

Kidderpur Academy Patrika. ®
Serampore College Patrika. ¢

The Trend Vol. I. No. I (Economics Seminar C. U.).








