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@t oot BeRicr frear wizas 3feem a0 ofr woEfs
@Bl TR 1 w7 g T NEY soens @z« siaiaifze SR

et ety &%z T et wgIdiA ¢ TEial fagafsn wifed |  From
the theory of the human perfectibility inherited from the eighteenth
century, from the Hegelian interpretation of history as the progressive
manifestation of absolute spirit, from the more recent doctrine of evolu-
tion, above all from the immense scientific and technological progress, we
were led to believe in a constant, continuous and almost automatic

progress.” > SR WR( [oiRT o7 Al HARaABay wNTRT WA WA G
feInR =@ Ft3ts @1, wolrey @RIz Ta Tats Bafer A | SRl “SiRITe 3o
sifFe witgifErsaig soaty, cumrtag o, SR waraT-e,
A4 wigfas stan trmifas « 9ifas wgeed Tafs At WA fogafoen o v
T Bafeq it o Tz | NRY TS0 WA ¥ BreACE 14 Bafeq e

@A, A TRl 4R 7 [T @R ¢, AR 3feein amE
TFEE A7 ATE 927 wag | 9w HfAT g wmws IS
AR WET AT AwA | wrE e Sl qerReRTEg (8 WA

(3) Sir S. Radhakrishnan: “Progress and Spiritual Values'’ (Philosophy,
London, 1937, July; p. 260).
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“The idea of inevitability, whether of progress or of decline, of a dia-
lectical movement in historical sequence, is an illusion. Human history
is not subject to natural laws.”’ ¥3 wWgH Afes 8 {5807 TR

afseific  «¥5, @ oF, folr 8 arffas AE  qiEE A
SEAR | S PV Wi Bfvmne ddi-enl S @b fame
w4 efem (At st R St st faein cffre T sttt
73 (3{7 predetermined pattern i iz f¥rrg $f1 ‘A History of

Europe’ #7337 'ﬁ@‘z{ farcacs, < One intellectual excitement has, how-
ever, been demed me. Men wiser and more learned than I have

discerned in history a plot, a rhythm, a predetermined patteern. These
harmonies are concealed from me.......... (there is) only one safe rule for
the historian; that he should recognize in the development of human
destinies the play of the contingent and the unforeseen.” 9% T

e ey atwl wiAfGe  adEegee 12 wfae aitte qioE
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() Sir S. Radhakrishnan: ‘‘ Religion and Society ** (London; pp. 32-33).

(¢) Bertrand Russell: ‘‘Mysticism and Logic’’ (i.e., A Free Man’s Worship:
Chap. III).
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for human progress™ by outward circumstances, by climatic changes, or
social inventions. External conditions, however, are only the material.
They provoke the reaction, but do not produce it. The driving power
of all change is the mind of man, his intelligent purposive striving to adapt
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FAAS (§ WA G- AWI, (4 g @@L Science and its inven-
tions are concerned with the outer organisation, not the inward living,

They can remove the hindrances to good life but cannot create it. They
can diminish illness but cannot tell a man what he shall do with his
health. They can remove poverty and cure unemployment but cannot
tell a man what he shall do with his wealth and leisure while science
gives us the capacity to control the conditions of life, it does not help us
to use these conditions for fine living. We have to go beyond science to

get the ideal values.”” 8 )

«% “ideal values™ a7 72 ¥ 7L l-giele A AFA TgA oW
ST | GIIACT TR 9 GRS $orS 2 g e A e
aares | @A S vAE S fepR Alg TS T w1, e on
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Outlook” ¢tz famitam \‘ﬂ’gf@ FAeA 1 “Science and Values”
Tl ww AL G dioE @8 AfeTs et IE o
qmRg sfag-ime w3 ofers afeBe swe '@ R@ag vt
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(s) Sir  S. Radhakrishnan: ** Progre iri v i
London, July, 1937). gress and Spiritual Vaues '’ (Philosophy,
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For Our NonzBengali Readers

AFTER a lapse of five long years we are fortunate in being able to revive
the publication of our Magazine. The present issue marks in many
ways a departure from past issues. The most notable change is the occupa-
tion by our mother-tongue of that place in the Magazine which was held so
long by English. Tt is needless to say that this has not been done in a spirit
of vengeance: this innovation is only the natural consequence of the broad
change that has come over our national life. Once upon a time, the
Bengali language had no place in our Magazine. Later on, after insistent
demands by the students for a place for their mother-tongue in the organ
of their academic life, it was given a corner to itself. Today the forces of
history have brought our mother-tongue to the foreground. But this fact
need not be interpreted as an indication of an early exit of English from
the Magazine. To give Bengali the recognition that is its due is not neces-
sarily to bid good-bye to English which ‘still presides over our thought
and holds the background of our imagination’.

The subject dealt with in the Editorial is—Education and the New
Set-up. There we have striven to show that a thorough and immediate
overhauling of our system of education is necessary for the proper
regeneration and progress of our country. We have specially stressed
that our educational reforms must infuse amongst students a new sense
values and a spirit of hopefulness. We have expressed the opinion tH
the new scheme of education must provide for an all-round training of tl
individual—mental, moral, physical and, above all, national.

' Lastly, we take special pride in mentioning a new feature that hd
been introduced into the present issue. We have given short life-sketchd
and portraits of those ex-students and past members of the staff of og
College who have rendered invaluable services to the cause of our freedog
since the days of Bankimchandra. We are sotry, our limited space doe
not allow us to speak about more than ten of them, but we hope succeed
ing editors will continue this narrative till the list is completed. We have
dealt in this issue with Bankimchandra, Chittaranjan, Acharya Prafulla-
chandra, Rabindrapath, Ullaskar, Sarat Chandra, Rajendra Prasad, Subhas
Chandra, Santoshkumar, and Prafulla Chandra Ghosh,



Are We ?

ANINDYARANTI MAJUMDAR—Fourth Year, Science

r][‘HE atom bomb is here to stay—but are we? This is the question that
faces mankind today.

Of course, the human race cannot be wiped out completely; the indivi
duals are too small, too numerous, and too scattered to be destroyed by
atomic bombs. But, as things stand, President Truman was wrong in saying
that the nmext war using atomic bombs would end our civilization. This
civilization is already ended. The next few years will either herald in the
dawn of a new era or will witness the complete devastation of the world.
For, unless an adequate defence against the atomic bomb is perfected of
there is a revolutionary change in our ways of thought—there is a very real
chance of an atomic war breaking out.

Why?

Basically, our whole political pattern is rooted in the firm and oft-proven
belief that a good big nation can beat a good little nation any day of the
week. Japan made a try at disproving it—the results are well-known. The
San Francisco United Nations Charter accepted that as a basic fact of life;
the Council of the Big Five has special prerogatives for the perfectly obvious
reason that a good big nation can beat a good little nation.

Once upon a time a good big man could beat a good hitle man at any
time, so a man who stood four-foot-eleven had to be very careful of his
manners in talking to a man who stood six-foot-four and made his living
by wielding a twenty-pound hammer. Then somebody invented the revolver
and the six-foot-four man had to have just as good manners to the four
foot-eleven man, as the little man needed round the big man. The good
little man was just exactly as deadly as the good big man. Our present
social set-up involves the background proposition that extremely deadly,
handy weapons make all individuals equal.

The atomic bomb will also make all the nations approximately equa!
in size. Belgium, for example, will be considered several sizes larger than
Russia or the United States, because Belgium owns most of the world's
known Uranium. At present, Belgium does not have atomic bomb plants,
but Belgium is a highly industrialized and a thoroughly technical nation,
and the secret of the atomic bomb is not an American secret. It is Nature’s
secrét—and Nature is loose-mouthed. She will tell anyone who asks the
right questions.

So the situation is that within ten or twenty years all the industrialized
nations of the earth will probably be equipped with the atomic bomb. That
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will call for a total reorganization of thinking. The smallest nation so
equipped must be handled with the same high regard as is displayed to the
largest; cach is equally deadly. If the hot-headed, emotional, illogical,
greedy, egoistic, prideful members of the human race succeed in weathering
that time of crisis without somebody, somewhere, getting abnormally excited

and shooting off a few rocket-driven, robot atomic bombs at somebody else
—it will be a first grade miracle.

Today we stand at the cross-roads of history, and the steps that we
take in the next few years will determine whether we are to continue in the
path which leads to sure destruction, or whether we can divert the flow of
events to bring in an era of far greater prosperity than we have ever known.

If we are to advance, one thing is certain—our ways of thought must
change. The days of the loud-mouthed politicians, the strutting generals
and the fabulous magnates of industry are gone for ever. The atomic age
can have no place for them. Other things will also have to change. The
so-called virtues of patriotism and aggressive nationalism, cherished so long
—they too must be uprooted from the mind of the human race. We can
no Jonger think of the world as independent, watertight compartments, all
hostile to one another. We are too close together. The imperceptible forces
of History have long been weaving the peoples of the earth into a single
homogeneous fabric. Two great wars have ripped open this fabric and now
the atomic bomb threatens to blast it away completely—Ileaving mankind
as it was two thousand years ago. We must prevent this calamity.

The only body of men capable of undertaking this stupendous job are
the scientists, they are the only true internationals in the world today. They,
and they alone, can understand what must be done for the good of the
human race and carry out the task intelligently. Moreover, the real power
does not lie in the Army or the Navy or even the Air Force—it lies in the
hands of the scientists. So they should start organizing now to take over
the control of the world.

Their first task would be to re-educate the people. During the last
hundred years, the physical sciences have advanced by leaps and bounds,
but the social sciences have not progressed much. The animal instincts in
man ‘are still dominant. The result is that a tremendous source of power
has been placed in the hands of the people who are completely unfit for
the responsibility. The position of the human race is like that of a child
playing with matchsticks in a room filled with nitro-glycerine. The match-
sticks cannot be taken away, so the child must be taught how and where
to use them.

The ruins of Hiroshima stand as a monument of warning before the
peoples of the world. That is what may happen one day to London.or
New York, to Paris or Moscow, to Calcutta or Tokyo. Let us imagine
that day, if we can—and then take care.



India and the Machine Age

NirupAM SHOME—Fourth Year, Arts
T HE title of the essay may at first appear rather misleading. Though
India may have many characteristics peculiar to herself, neither he
tradition nor her way of life is hostile to the introduction of machines which
have done a world of good to humanity at large. If it is agreed that the
machine has conferred many benefits upon the world, it follows automatic-
ally that it will confer many benefits upon India too.

Poets and saints and philosophers have condemned the machine to extol
poverty. They maintain that people before the advent of the age of
machines were simple, honest and straightforward. It is the machine that
has worked a fatal change in their mental outlook and made their life so
very complicated. Our poet Rabindranath once wrote—
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But why should the machine be condemned on the ground that it wil
not let us remain poor which is, in effect, what these people want us to?
Poverty is not something to be proud of. Bernard Shaw in the preface to
one of his plays says that phrases like ‘‘ holy poverty ’’, ‘‘poor but honest”,
‘* the respectable poor *’ are as intolerable and as immoral as ‘‘ drunken but
amiable ”’, ‘‘ fraudulent but a good after-dinner speaker ”’, * splendidly
criminal >’ and so on. According to him, the greatest of our evils and the
worst of our crimes is poverty, and our first duty to which every other
consideration should be sacrificed is not to be poor. And if the problem
of poverty is to be tackled successfully, machines are of invaluable help.
The world cannot do without them and least of all can India.

A section among the sociologists have laid much emphasis on the evils
of excessive mechanization. According to them the machine merely helps
a few to ride on the back of millions and the impetus behind it is not
philanthropy to save labour but greed. It kills the individuality of the
workers. The workman is dehumanized and brutalized until he becomes
a crippled monstrosity. His intellectual and moral development becomes
stunted. Lemontey has put these evils of machinery in a classical phrase,
“It is a sad confession for a man to make that during his-whole life he
has done nothing more than make the eighteenth part of a pin”.

While these sociologists have not been bold enough to advocate the
total abolition of machines, Gandhiji has gone to that length. He firmly
believes that the machine has been the bane of our civilization and especially
in a country like India where a decentralized economic system once prevailed,
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it is a curse. Though he has somehow reconciled himself to the machineries
needed for the defence of the country he is dead against the introduction of
anything beyond this- minimum. He advocates a return to the village
republics of pre-British India. In the future the economic system in India
will be based on the principle of decentralization and an ideal form of
agriculture and industry will be developed. Agriculture will, of course,
be carried on without the help of machines like tractors, threshers, or
winnowers. Cottage industries will be given preference as far as practicable.

Do not all these sound very curious and run in flat contradiction to
commonsense? Those who are so eloquent on the evils of the machine are,
however, conspicuously silent on its benefits. The history of human civiliza-
tion is largely a record of inventing better machines. To-day we live,
move and have our being in a world of machines, There is no corner of
a man’s life where it has not its sway. He owes his necessaries, comforts
and luxuries all to the machine. It is with the help of the machine that he
performs to-day the wonders which his forefathers could not have dreamt
of a hundred years ago. To-day reclining in an easy chair in Tokyo, he
may hear Paul Robeson singing in New York or see Don Bradman at the
Lords sending ball after ball to the ropes amidst wild cheers from the
galleries. The machine has enabled him to round the world in four days,
to fly over the highest mountain, to scan the sky, to link up the distant parts
of the globe with one another, to conquer most of the diseases and to peep
into the mysteries of Nature. He is no longer the helpless toy of the
mysterious forces of Nature, but the proud lord of the three worlds of land,
air and water. Even if it has not begn an unmixed blessing it is man who
is entirely responsible for this, and we cannot on that account resolve to do
without the machine. It is impossible for a fish to deny the existence of
water. And surrounded as we are with hundreds of different machines, if
we intend to abolish them altogether, surely we would be guilty of acting
unwisely.

Therefore, once we put our feet through the picture and touch reality,
we shall find that neither the world nor India can do without the gigantic,
high-powered modern machines. Even if their introduction in India means
a total break with the past, we cannot help it. To-day India presents a
sordid picture of filth, squalor, disease and ignorance. It is a picture of
millions of ill-clad starving peasants working at their tiny holdings from
sunrise till sunset with a pair of bullocks and never making a hearty meal.
It is a picture of village craftsmen leaving aside their tools and imple‘ments
and taking to cultivation, thereby increasing the pressure on the soil ‘and
accelerating the tendency towards sub-division and fragmentation. It is a
picture of men and women with faces haggard with toil and underfeedi-ng,
but compelled to sit idle for at least six months of the whole year. Itis a
picture of children underfed and clad in rags, growing up without the barest
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necessaries of life, and living only up to the age of about twenty. If any
country of the world stands in urgent need of machines, it is India.

Russia, before the Proletarian Revolution of 1917, presented the same
‘gloomy picture. But since then there has been a phenomenal rate of advance
of Soviet industry and agricdlture. The following table taken from a semi
official account of the achievements of the Soviet Government shows that in
Russia the introduction of up-to-date machines has gone hand in hand with
increasing pational income and consequently a marked rise in the standard
of living of the masses.

1913 1940
POPULATION 139 millions 193 millions
COAL 29 million—“’;:s 164-6 million tons
ELECTRIC I;OWER 1-9 billion kilowat Hrs. 396 bil(llig{;s)liilowat Hrs.
OIL & GAS 92 million tons 184 million tons
STEEL . 42 million tons. 184 million tons
TRACTOR Nil. 523 thousand
GRAIN 8o1 million centners 1195 million centners
COTTON - 7-4 million centners 25-2 million centners
HO(%I;IQ)ALS 175 thousand 840 thousand
EDUCATION s
(Schools) 7-8 millions 35 millions
BOOKS 85 millions 701 millions
THEATRES 153 ' 825
1\}%’%‘:1001\}%& L 21 billion roubles 125 billion roubles
BE)??I?I?DITURE 6670(13;2%i0n roubles M 173,259 million roubles

The same tale will be told of India. Indian agriculture is at present
in a hopelessly primitive conditon. We hope, in no distant future, the
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system of collective farming on a large scale will be introduced and proper
irrigational facilities and systems of drainage will be offered to the cultivators.
Machines and labour-saving devices like tractors, winnowers, seeders,
sacrificers, compound threshers, self-delivery reapers, flax-brakes and so
on will be offered to the collective farms by the state. We are told by an
economist of no less eminence than Sir M. Visveswaraya that if the system
of agriculture is thus revolutionized agricultural production will increase at
least three times. The cultivator will then have a far better standard of
living than he has at present.

Let us turn to the introduction of machinery in the sphere of industry.
Gandhiji once wrote, ‘“What is industrialization but control of the majority
by a small minority?”’ (Young India, 6-8-1925). He obviously referred to
industrialization under a capitalistic economic system. Whatever may be
said against large-scale industry it is a fact that the wealth of individual
nations is practically commensurate with the extent of their industrialization.
To-day hardly 11% of our working population is engaged in industrial
occupations and of these only 12% work in the big factories. The result
is that in the year 1937-38 we imported 108 crores worth of manufactured
goods and exported 81 crores worth of raw materials. And the pity is that
a good part of the imported manufactured goods was merely our- own
exported raw materials worked up into finished products by foreign
industrial concerns. No wonder our per capita income should be as low
as less than three annas a day.

Industrial production of any substantial magnitude involves above
everything else the introduction of high-powered machines. There are only
three industries in India which have made any headway. They are the
Cotton Industry, the Jute Industry and the Iron and Steel Industry. Com-
prehensive economic planning in the sphere of industry is of the highest
national importance and will have to be adopted at the earliest convenience.
Of the various industries that can be developed in India, special mention
should be made of the following: air-craft, ship-building, motor-cars,
aluminium, tanning and leather, heavy chemicals especially sulphuric and
hydrochloric acids, glass-manufacture, paper, railway wagons and engines.

The benefits of mechanization in India can hardly be over-estimated.
It will raise the standard of living. It will relieve the excessive pressure
on soil making the economic system of the country more stable. The state
will prosper because of the increasing taxable capacity of the people. It
will give scope to a diversity of aptitudes and talents and will make the
people more intelligent and progressive. It will solve the problem of un-
employment to a large extent and have an important bearing on the military
efficiency of the people. And agriculture and industry being nationalized, the
evils of machinery will become conspicuous by their absence.
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Now that we have achieved our political freedom, we should pool every
bit of our national energy to extend that freedom into economic and sociaf
spheres. We wre looking forward to the economic regeneration of our
country which will inevitably take the shape of introducing better and more
up-to-date machines. It remains to be seen whether the Indian Dominion
Government can successfully tackle this colossal problem. :

"The Way to the G@odi Society

AMLAN DATTA—Ex-student

This article, with the exception . of some minor changes, was written in 1oy
when I could still count myself among students of the Presidency College. As I look
through the article again I feel a temptation to make a number of important changes.
I choose, however, to resist that temptation. I make a present of this article as if
a student in the past could hold out his hand over the intervening years and offer
his written thoughts to students at present.

r][’HE reformers who claim to hold the key to the new world may be
divided for analytical purposes into two classes. Some say that in
order to improve man and the conditions of his life we have to change only
the material environment in which he is brought up. Man is a tool of his
environment, and the substance of his life is determined by the forces which
act on him from the outer world. Mental change follows, not precedes,
change in the material environment. The only effective way of improving
man’s mode of living is to operate on the circumstances in which he is
placed. For example, in order to bring exploitation to an end we have
only to abolish private property~ which is the material instrument and
cause of exploitation. Thus the ‘materialist’ argues. If we stretch suff-
ciently the meaning of the term ‘environment’ we may indeed bring a great
many, if not really all, groups of reformers under this class. But
‘ materialists ’, as we have used that term, represent a certain point of view
which justifies us in narrowing down the meaning of ‘environment’. And
in that narrowed sense we are justified further in regarding the Marxist as the
fittest representative of the materialistic school. Reformers of the opposite
school believe that we must re-make the mind of men before we can effectually
re-make the world. Social institutions work as they are worked by man.
They grow in response to the totality of impulses that move men. So long
as human nature remains what it is at present, the society of man wil
not substantially change. There may be changes, apparently revolutionary,
in its outward forms, but none in its inner soul. Among the reformers of this
class some emphasize the importance of training the intellect of man, others
emphasize moral reform, still others spiritual awakening. Such differences
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are important, and they often indicate vital differences of emphasis. But
for the present, we may bring all ‘ mental reformers’ under one group
so as to distinguish them from the other group of which we spoke earlier.
For the present let us take the moral and spiritual reformers as the. fittest
representatives of the group of mental reformers. The ‘moral reformer
believes that it is through each man striving after a higher moral standard
in life that the collective morality of society can improve and social institu-
tions permanently adjust themselves to the needs of this improved morality.
The materialist challenges this belief. He points out that the failure of
the spiritual leaders of the past to change and improve society proves the
error of their guiding principle that mental reform is primary.

The broad difference between those who regard external circumstances
more important and those who believe that internal reform is primary has
stood out in history whenever man has been called upon to pass judgment
on his past and decide on a course for the future. An example may help
understanding. In the sixteenth century, when corruption lived in the
heart of the Church, Erasmus urged his fellow men to live a Christ-like life
as at once a step towards and the goal of true reform. Luther believed in
institutional changes and was, in common terminology, more ‘revolutionary’.
Those who belong to the group of materialists will point out that Luther
got what he wanted and Erasmus did not. Those who belong to the other
group may retort that the institutional changes which Luther secured did
not lead to the establishment of the ideal he had in view. In our age,
again, we have been called upon to pass judgment on the relative merits
of the two contending views. Gandhi, in this age, is the truest representa-
tive of those who have faith in the moral and spiritual means of reform.
The gospel of non-violence exhorts the individual to prepare himself for
sacrifice and secure the freedom of the soul. The fight for political indepen-
dence must not conflict with but openly assist and be assisted in turn by
this incessant struggle for inward freedom. The Marxists, on the other hand,
constitute the largest single body of men who do not believe in the sanctity
‘of means. For them the end justifies the means. A surgical operation,
though it inflicts immediate pain, is good because its aim is the well-being
of the patient. The same analogy holds everywhere. The only significance
of a means lies in the consequences of its adoption.

It is highly probable that neither of the two points of view presented
“above is wholly correct. We shall explain below the difficulties of accepting
cither of these two points of view.* To begin with, we shall note the
Marxist case. We shall then take note of some of the important elements

 * Actually, no group—neither the Gandhian, nor the Marxist—accepts in practice
either of these two points of view in its pure form. The practical distinction lies in.
differences of emphasis.

2
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of truth in the Marxist contention. Finally, we shall try to éxplain the
inadequacy of the materialist prescription.

* * * *

Marxists urge that if society is to be effectively reorganized the Ppresent
competitive basis of production must be abolished and with it private owner-
ship in the means of production must go. The means of production should
be socially owned and production should be reorganized on a co-operative
basis. :

Before we set out to discover the important elements of truth in the
Marxist case against capitalism we must be careful to distinguish the strictly
Marxian case from the ‘ moral ’ case against capitalism ably presented by
many socialists whom Marxists ridicule as utopian. It is easy to see that
the ‘ moral’ arguments against the competitive system are overwhelming.
The general principle in a competitive system is that one man’s success is
another man’s failure. Once we accept this principle we are speedily led
to a position where wisdom becomes synonymous with constant distrust
of the motives of other men and ruthless pursuit of what we feel to be our
self-interest. We begin to kill sympathy and all our finer impulses better to
equip us for ‘the struggle for existence’. The so-called ° scientific’
socialists disdain, however, to make use of these moral arguments against
the competitive system. They prefer to build their case on the contention
that the existing system is economically wasteful.

We shall not concern ourselves here with the precise Marxist exposition
of the causes of waste and instability under the capitalist system. It is clear
that the charges brought by Marxists against the existing economic system
are largely correct whether or not these charges have been framed by them
in the context of the soundest theory. Capitalism supports inequality on
a scale that cannot draw justification from a naive appeal to considerations
of so-called ‘ incentive ’. It is attended with unemployment of a magnitude
that cannot be explained simply by frictional forces that any economic
system must inevitably contain. It has also failed to provide a solid basis
for utilizing science for common welfare. Under capitalism scientific inno-
vations are adopted in the method of production only if such innovations
hold out a clear promise of increased profits for the private businessmen
concerned. Thus social interests are taken account of only to the extent
that they coincide with the interests of private businessmen. But
it is only in a state of general economic equilibrium attained under
conditions of perfect competition and unhampered mobility of resources that
the interests of private businessmen coincide, even in the limited sense which
classical economists had in mind, with the interests of society as a whole.
These conditions are not fulfilled in actual life. Perfect competition, for
example, is contradicted by the very scale on which production is being
organized in a growing sector of the economic system. The ftruth that the
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interests of private businessmen come into violent conflict with social interests
in a period of economic instability has been driven home to millions in this
country who have witnessed the paradox of increasing hoarding of foodstuff
proceeding simultaneously with the mounting number of death from
starvation. It is clear from these and other similar considerations that the
economic interests of soc1ety are bound to suffer heavily under a system
which leaves production in the care of private producers.

We may note here another aspect of the problem. Abolition of certain
important forms of private property is essential for a rational readjustment
of social relations. The Marxists offer one -of their most valuable conclusions
when they insist that real power in society lies with those who own (or,
better, control) the important means of productlon The reason for this
is simple. The so-called free contract is the basis of our competitive
economy, and a contract between two parties reflects always the relative
bargaining power of the parties involved. Now, obviously enough the
bargaining power of those who control the tools of production is superior
to the bargaining power of those whose only chance of earning a livelihood
lies in the opportunity to work with these tools. The owners of capital
hold a strategic position in our economic system, and they take advantage
of this position to dictate terms of contract which are unfavourable to the
working class. At this point we may pass on to a more general proposition
of far wider import. Social life will, in the main, continue to be built on
contracts, open or tacit, of different time-dimensions (love that seeks no
return forming only a small part of it), and if these contracts are to be fair
to all who are bound by them, the abolition of ownership in the important
means of production followed by a radical readjustment of productive
relations is urgently called for.

* * * *

Will such institutional changes as the abolition of competition and
private ownership of the means of production suffice to bring in the good
life? Tt is difficult to answer this question completely in the affirmative.
Private property may be the main instrument of exploitation in our society,
but abolition of private property will not, by itself, offer any inducement
to man to change his nature for the better, to conquer his love of exploitation
and transfer his aggressive spirit into more fruitful channels. Yet if this
change in human nature is not accomplished, the closing down of particular
outlets for the baser impulses of man will only lead either to devitalization,
or, more probably, to the opening up of newer outlets for these destructive
impulses. The reply of the Marxist to such arguments may well be antici-
pated. He will fall back on his general theory and argue that as the
cultural superstructure of a society is determined chiefly by the productive
relations which lie at the basis of society, there shall occur an automatic
change in the mental habits of man when production comes to be organized
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on a co-operative basis. Continuing, he may quote and defend Madison’s
proposition that ‘property is the only durable source of faction’, and
from this he may derive that when property is abolished man will shed
his pugnacious habits. At this point it may be brought to the notice of
the Marxist that in a socialistic state where all power is centralized, there
may be some working co-operation in the economic sphere, but bitter -
struggle for power in the political field. It may be hinted to him that
propety is not the only object that excites the possessive instinct of man:
the lure of political power may be as potent a source of faction as property
itself. The Marxist will perhaps answer with the same naivety that charac-
terized his earlier arguments that in an economy based on co-operation the
comradely spirit will rule supreme and that to think of struggle for power
in such a community is to judge the wholly dissimilar situation in a collec-
tivist society in terms of our common experiences in a capitalistic world.
The ‘ materialist > who is fighting for his new order with the zeal of intense
idealism may be excused if he feels an instinctive tendency to slur over
real difficulties and cling to easy optimism. All thoughts which lighten our
burden of fear or responsibility have an attractiveness entirely out of pro--
portion to their purely rational content. It is an attractive thought that
human wickedness is properly regarded as a product of existing institutions
and once these institutions are broken down wickedness will disappear as
readily as an effect in the physical world disappears when its cause ceases to
function. Unfortunately, human wickedness seems to have an origin un-
derivable from existing institutions, and human habits have a tenacity
all their own which has no obvious parallel in the physical world. It i
not suggested here that social institutions have no influence on the moral
life of man. What is suggested is that human instincts are not ‘ derived’
from the external environment, but interacting with that environment they
create historical situations. It is true that in the process of adjustment with
environment man changes his  character ’ as he instinctively surrenders the
satisfaction of some weaker impulse whether in blind or in deliberate expec-
tation of obtaining in return the satisfaction of some stronger and more
insistent demand of his nature. But the most fundamental tendencies do
not easily change. History reveals that such desires as love of power and
domination have an abiding tendency to express themselves in human acti-
vities through changing time and environment except when these desires are
temporarily dominated or radically transformed by still more powerful
motives and impulses. Such powerful motives and impulses can be released
only by a newly born spiritual movement which, while it responds to the
deeply laid spiritual cravings in men, does not put itself in uncompromising
hostility to men’s elementary material needs and the means of fulfilment of
such needs. '
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I conclude that such institutional changes as Marxists prescribe will
not suffice to bring in the good society. Institutional changes are necessary.
But added to these we need a new awareness of the higher values in life.
Conflict is inherent in the scheme of things whenever several parties strive
for some common object the very nature of which makes it inevitable that
the gain of one means the loss of some other. Property is one such object.
But it is not the only one. Every object of desire, whether it is wealth or
power, which by its very constitution is limited possesses this common
characteristic that the more one gets of it the less is left for others.
Only such objects as are not limited through possession can be sought
together by different men without provoking conflict. Knowledge,
appreciation of beauty, these are among such objects. Where knowledge is
sought for its own sake, where beauty appeals by its inherent virtue without
depending on the aid of any external allurement, where love is robbed of
the spirit of possessiveness, a man can strive for the good life without fear
or jealousy for those who have similar ideals as his. It is clear from what
we have stated above that the problém of social reform is two-fold. We
have to remould existing institutions and create new avenues along which
it is possible to serve the interests of the self in consonance with the interests
of society. But we should recognize that it is impossible to build a social
structure the very mechanism of which rules out the possibility of any conflict
between personal interest and social interest. We have, therefore, to create
new spiritual interests which can be relied upon to prevent the pursuit of
personal interests in opposition to social interests even where the opportunity
of such pursuit exists ‘objectively’. Our devotion to higher values should
not, however, stop at the point where it gains just sufficient force to put a
check upon hostile anti-social desires. The value of the good life far
transcends the value of any such negative ideal as the elimination of conflict
or violence in the social sphere.

Recent Developments in the
Theory of Value

ANIL Roy CHAUDHURI—Sixth Year (Examinee), Economics

HE title of the article is an imposing one. But it is impossible to

do justice to the subject within the brief compass here available. ']:"he
literature on the subject is so large that even a mention of the more im-
portant works will reduce this article to a mere catalogue of names. Selec-
tion raises the difficult question of assessing the value of contemporary
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writings; opinions must widely differ. The heterodoxies of to-day may b
the major tributaries to the stream of economic science in the futup
Nevertheless, a broad selection may be generally agreed upon. And I shy
attempt to indicate these broad lines with a historical perspective.

1. I shall maintain the thesis that the development of economic thought
cannot be viewed apart from the development of the economic situation
itself. It is the widening gap between the facts of economic life and the
teachings of economic theory that produces a dissatisfaction with the theoy
itself. This dissatisfaction gives an impetus to the new quest, and the ne
theory is born in consonance with new facts of economic life. But this ney
theory is not the mere tail-end of the mew situation; it promises to rea
upon the situation in turn.

2. It is helpful to begin with the Marshallian analysis of value. A
a preliminary to Marshall’s ideas it is necessary to indicate the economi
environment that prevailed in England at his time. Nineteenth centuy
was a period of prosperity and expansion of industrial capitalism. Produc
tion was carried on in small, individual firms under private initiative.
Commodities were not so widely differentiated (really or artificially) as they
are done to-day. Each firm produced only a very small proportion of the
total out-put of any commodity. In short, the character of production was
private, atomistic and competitive. In such a world, the assumption of;
perfect competition did very little damage to reality. And the Marshallim
analysis of value is founded on this assumption of perfect competiti
between small, individual producing units. Not that Mrashall was &
together unaware of the existence of imperfection in the competitive sitw
tion; he even mentions the phenomenon of imperfect markets. He mer
tions that each individual producer has a market of his own. But B
considered these phenomena to be minor exceptions; his faith in the Tmmof;
ability of perfect competition continued unabated. He remains cont
with an analysis of value under perfect competition on the one side @
perfect monopoly on the other. The intermediate field has been left W
explored by him on the plea that the analyses of value under pert
competition and perfect monopoly present the two extreme models; &
intermediate situation can be explained by its degree of approximation
the one or the other. It is here that the Marshallian analysis appeared
the moderns most unsatisfactory.

3. Meanwhile interesting developments were taking place in the o
nomic world itself. The era of flourishing capitalism came to an end Wi
the advent of the twentieth century. The growth of big firms facilitald
by new technical developments and methods of organization, rise of trud
and \cartels, artificial monopolistic situations created by either real (
imaginarx differences between products, advertising and cut-throat com;:i%j
tion, duopoly and oligopoly became the dominant features of the new sit
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tion. The hey-day of capitalism was at an end. The Vvery qualities which
inspired its apostles to defend that system now appeared to be imperfectly
sresent—even non-existent. Perfect competition disappeared from the
scene and monopoly dominated the field.

Side by side, fundamental developments were taking place in the corpus
of “Pure” theory itself. There were many loose ends in the Marshallian
system of equilibrium of demand and supply. Particularly his analysis of
individual firms, increasing and decreasing cost, external economies appeared
to be ambiguous. Attempts to clarify these concepts caused dissatisfaction
with the Marshallian analysis. In a large number of cases experience
showed that a threatened onset of diminishing returls was not the real
obstacle to an expansion of production by the individual firm. More often
than not, costs decreased as output expanded. It is the imperfection of
the market that formed the barrier to expanding output, not the character
of the firm itself. Indeed, as Kaldor has shown, in the long period static
state there is no fixed factor at all far the firm which may set a limit. ta its
expanding production. I shall turn to Mr. Kaldor’s argument later on.

These recent developments in the theory of the market and individual
firm exemplify both the interplay of theory and facts and the dialectical
development of thought itself. Of course, it would be incorrect to say that
the actual study of monopolies like Standard Oil Company and Imperial
Chemicals promoted this type of thought. But still it is the failure of
“Pure”” theory to correspond to reality that gave stimulus to the new quest.
And, as a result, ‘“‘Pure’’ theory .drifted away from perfect competition
moorings and turned to monopoly analysis for anchorage. The rediscovery
of Cournot’s work corresponded to these developments. Marshall himself
pointed to the possibility of cut-throat competition due to the operation of
increasing returns.

4. Amidst this growing discontent with ‘‘Pure’ theory, Piere Sraffa
published his celebrated article in the Economic Journal of 1926 which is,
indeed, a land-mark in the history of the development of economic thought.
In this article Sraffa shows the unsatisfactory character of the laws of return
in the Marshallian system. An analysis of demapd and supply quite
independent of each other was possible only in a very small number of cases
while the existence of decreasing cost due to “‘interna)’’ factors presented a
veritable conundrum. Sraffa proposed to tackle it by abandoning the facile
assumption of perfect competition. He suggested that the individual firm
finds the limiting factor in the market, not in the conditions of production.

Sraffa made a bold start and on that foundation Prof. Edward Chamber-
lin and Mrs. Joan Robinson built up an imposing structure. Both Prof.
Chamberlain and Mrs. Robinson used their apparatus in SlfCh a manner as
to include all types of market phenomena—iwhether competition, monopolistic
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competition or pure monopoly. The entire approach is based upon the
average-marginal relationship so well known to readers of economics, It i

on this relationship that the analysis of individual sellers’ output is based.

The degree of competition exerts its influence only in moulding the cost curves
and revenue curves of firms. The structure of analysis or the tools used are
equally applicable to all sorts of market phenomena. This generalized
approach opens up newer possibilities. It is now possible to compare mony
polistic and competitive output by using the same technique of analysk,
This comparison has a very important bearing on the maximization of welfare
of the community. It enables us to compare the results of monopoly anf
competition and to frame policies to interfere with the increasing degree of
market imperfection in order to achieve the optimum allocation of resours
and maximum total output for the community. Prof. Pigou, writing in 19,
was faced with the same problem. But he had not the requisite apparati
in hand to reach definite conclusions. Mrs. Robinson’s work eminenty
fulfils this requirement and furnishes the theory for which practical men had
been groping for long. Atfternpts are being made to frame policies to inter

fere with imperfect market conditions in order to achieve optimum allocatior

of resources. But the topic cannot be pursued any further as we are e
croaching upon welfare economics.

5. These developments in the theory of markets indicate a sharp swin
to microcosmic analysis. Marshall’s analysis of supply does not proced
from the analysis of firms to the supply curve of a commodity, but the othe
way round. His main preoccupation was with the- demand and supply
curves. He had primarily these tw8-dimensional curves in mind from whid
he proceeded in search of the ultimate determining factors. In his systm
these ultimate factors are utility on the demand side and disutility or cost®
the side of supply. It is on the balancing of these two motives that ¢
Marshallian equilibrium ig based. But the difficulty arises because utility ant
cost conditions are not identical. The ultimate determinants of utility &
individuals. Hence an analysis of the individual’s utility function may be
clue to the determination of the demand curve. But not so with suppl
Production is not carried on by individuals, but by firms. It is the firms tha
translate the disutility resistances into costs. An analysis of supply, thee
fore, is inadequate without an analysis of the firm. Marshall leaves one u¥
comfortable on this subject. The vagueness that surrounds his concept?i
““Representative Firm’’ arises out of his attempt to find out a firm that v
suit his supply curve, not the analysis of firm equilibrium itself. This is wilf
Mr. Robertson remarks, ‘“‘In my opinion, it (representative firm) is nothiﬂ’t
more than a small-scale replica of the cost curve of the industry as a whole
This only accentuates, without solving, the neecessity of firm analysis as such

Modern tendency has been to analyse the cost conditions of ﬁr{“
primarily, and then to deduce the supply conditions from that analys!

unj
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This indicates an extension of microcosmic analysis to cover the phenomenon
of supply.

The debate on firm analysis began with Lionel Robbins’s article in the
Economic Journal, 1928 where he severely and somewhat unfairly criticizes
the Marshallian concept of Representative Firm. This was followed by a
“Symposium on Increasing Returns and Representative Firm ’’ in the
Economic Journal, 1930 in which D. H. Robertson, P. Sraffa and G. F.
Shove participated. An attempt was made by Mr. Robertson to justify
Marshall on the latter’s own ground. But the debate helped a great deal to
reveal the unsatisfactory character of firm analysis. Mr. E. A. G. Robinson
in his *“ Structure of Competitive Industry ’’ reached several stable conclu-
sions regarding the firm’s equilibrium. Under perfect competition, each
industry will consist of just the number of firms that can produce at the
minimum average cost. The size of each firm will be determined by the
efficiency of the entrepreneurial unit that manages it. From this standpoint,
there is not one optimum, but several optima. This analysis has been given
a geometrical formulation in Mrs. Joan Robinson’s book where she uses the
U-shaped cost curve of the firm to indicate the firm’s output. In 1934
Mr. Kaldor carried forward this line of analysis to a further step.
Mr, Kaldor shows that in the long period static equilibrium there is no
factor whose supply is fixed for the firm. Entrepreneurial ability might
have been such a fixed factor; but in the static state, co-ordinating function
of an entrepreneur is unnecessary because in such a state uncertainty is
absent. Hence, enterpreneurial factor is unlimited for any industry in the
static state. There is no reason whatsoever why the cost curve of the firm
should rise at all. In the long period static equilibrium, therefore, there is
mo reason why competition should persist. Hence, Kaldor concludes,
“Long period static equilibrium and perfect competition are incompatible
assumptions ’, Perfect competition is thus dealt another death blow.

6. Throughout the above account I have been concerned almost
wholly with conditions of supply. But another interesting development was
laking place contemporaneously in the body of ‘‘Pure’” theory. The uti-
?farian approach to demand has been very seriously questioned in recent
years, notably by Prof. Hicks.

. Hicks’s approach to the problem of value has been altogether different
from the English tradition. He is more concerned with the phenomenon
of inter-relation of markets and general equilibrium of exchange than is the
Mﬁon with English economists. His analysis, as he himself admits, is
B itself g following and further advancement of the general equilibrium
analysis of Walrus. In 1934, Prof. Hicks and R. G. D. Allen published
their approach to the theory of value. It was something unfamiliar to
English tradition, more in line with Lausanne School and the Austrians.
Later on in 1939, was published Hicks's book  Value and Capital ** which
3
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tries to approach the entire p}oblem from a new angle. It proceeds in ,
single chain of argument from the problem of markets to the theory of trads
cycle. A novel venture, no doubt.

Prof. Hicks dispenses with the concept of utility and introduces us
the marginal rate of substitution and the principle of the diminishiy
marginal rate of substitution. Preferences are represented by indifferenfi
curves of an ascending order of magnitude; we may know that a given po
tion C is preferred to A and that there may be an intermediate position §
But there are no means of—and perhaps no meaning in—attempting §
measure the distance of C from B compared with that of B from A. Put
Hicks in effect issues a challenge to the economic world to do nothing s
than abandon once for all the concept of utility, so familiar in the cl
room. Marshall obviated the difficulty by assuming the marginal utility
money to be constant. And Prof. Hicks admits the largeness of truthi
this assumption. Still, in order to be precise, he puts forward his alternativ
approach. Of course, there is not much harm in keeping alive alternatin
methods of approach; too hasty a scrapping would probably be injudiciom‘-
Indeed Prof. Bernard has attempted to give a mathematical precision to
Marshallian approach. The intricate mathematical nature of the argume
withholds me from attempting to indicate its nature. The matter may}
left to individual discretion for the time being; only a rather length
experience can be decisive in what is fundamentally a matter of expedienq

But what is most unfortunate about Hicks’s approach is his neglects
the phenomenon of imperfect competition even in 1939! He ignored th
on the plea that the consideration of imperfect competition involves a v
and ‘‘ the threatened wreckage is that of the greater part of econot
theory”’. But perhaps there is no reason for such gloom. Recent analp
of imperfect competition has opened up newer horizons for the theory
value and perhaps has left economics less unseaworthy than this sent
suggests. Prof. Hicks has been violently criticized by Eric Roll for
deliberate omission. While Roll somewhat overstresses the point, it @
be admitted that Hicks’s failure to recognize the importance of impert!
competition as late as 1939 is unfortunate. [

2. Lastly, a few words must be said on the method of apprOﬁCh
the theory of market equilibrium. Marshall’s analysis proceeded by tackl
the problem part by part, commodity by commodity. The phenomen
interrelated markets received rather scant attention from him. His m¢
is known as the ‘‘Partial”’ equilibrium method as contrasted with |
“‘General” equilibrium method of Walrus which looks upon the proble®
one of equilibrium of the whole system of exchange. Statically viewed,
is very simple. The number of equations must be equal to the numb‘fﬂ
unknowns in the economic system, thus rendering the system a determis
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one. Prof. Hicks alone among English economists has carried forward this
method of approach.

In Marshall, one finds a curious mixture of static and dynamic elements.
Dynamics is that part of economics ‘‘where every quantity must be dated’’.
Marshall’s consideration of the time element is an attempt to introduce
dynamic elements in his analysis which is fundamentally static. Marshall .
had an abhorrence of static analysis because of its unreality to the world of
existence. But static analysis is in itself useful if the dynamic determinants
are discussed in their proper place. Prof. Hicks follows the method of first
discussing the problem of market equilibrium in a rigid static state and then
introducing elements of dynamic change, like expectations and capital
accumulation.

There has been very little dynamic analysis in economic theory so far.
Prof. Hicks's attempt is a bold one. New horizons lie ahead of economists
of the coming generation to explore the possibility of dynamic analysis.
There has been a lull in this sector of economic theorizing for some years

_past. This &5 mainly due to another important and far-reaching change
that has been taking place in the sphere of microcosmic theory. I mean
the Keynesian economics. It has obsessed the economists of our generation
in a sharp degree. The possibility of equilibrium of the system below full
employment has opened up the need for new theorizing in the sector of
value. Attempts should be made to connect the theory of market equili-
brium to the cyclical income and output changes of the capitalistic economic
system.  That is the sphere to which the attention of the new generation of
economists should now be directed.

Is ‘thc Universe Finite ?

ProBHAs KuMAR MUKHERJI—Second Year, Science

‘ WE are at the threshold of the most exciting period in the history of
Science. In the brief space of a few decades the vast field of man’s
discovery, thought and belief has received such revolutionary re-orienta-
tion that its resultant structure retains only the barest resemblance to that
which had hitherto been accepted. Modern Science has in recent years
outgrown the medizval limitations which had restricted its sphere to the
dispassionate, dry-as-dust statements of facts and experiments. It now
recognizes a sphere of thought as its own, on which has come to be raised
a super-structure of scientific philosophy. It is paradoxical that the people
of civilized countries in this scientific age should be kept out of the know-
ledge of the mysteries of Universe itself!
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The question naturally arises: Is there a limit to the Universe? (
does it extend infinitely into infinite space? The common run of me
believe that the Universe is infinite. But this notion has always beep
attended by certain difficulties. Consider, for instance, the distribution of
the stars. Are we to suppose that the stars are scattered more or leg
uniformly throughout the space? Or, are we to suppose that they wil
exist within a limited volume of space and that empty space spreads out t
infinity in all directions about them? Each of these alternatives has i
own difficulties. If the stars are scattered more or less uniformly through
out the infinite space, it can be shown that the night sky should be very
much more luminous than it is. If the stars form an island in infinite
space, then under the influence of their mutual attractions, some of then
should attain very great velocities. Such wvelocities have never bem
observed. Such difficulties are among the reasons that led Einstein to
formulate the theory that the Universe is finite but unbounded!

The theory that the Universe is finite is now accepted on all hands and
the theory is proved with the help of ‘‘four dimensional continuum’. We
are aware of only three dimensions, e.g., length, breadth and height or
wholly ‘‘space’’. But Einstein placed before us ‘‘four dimensional” add-
ing “‘time’’ to space. But the question naturally arises: Why should we
agree to four dimensions? This needs an explanation like this:

Let us suppose that a flattish caterpillar is moving in two dimensions
on the skin of an orange. It burrows its way in all directions but fails to
cut its way out. So ultimately it will remark: ‘“Poor I am! I am movin
straight ahead day after day but I have not found the least hint of an end
Does this not mean that I am moving in an infinite space?’’ Obviously
the creature speaks accurately, for it has knowledge of only two dimex
sions. Moreover, the creature may think that he is moving in a straight
line,” whereas to an outsider, the path seems to be constituted of the ars
of a circle. Now this caterpillar when, in course of time, became a butter,
fly, it came into possession of the knowledge of three-dimensional space.
Then it would doubtlessly detect its fallacy and would say:  What!
should have inferred is that the orange was unbounded. It is after all 3
very finite orange, for I can now realize that I repeatedly made tours of
what seemed to us to have no end’’. And so for ourselves, if we could
get free from the trammels of three-dimensional experience we should
perhaps find no difficulty in thinking of a Universe boundless but finite!
Let us now see what the theory speaks of:

The theory tells us that the space itself is curved. Of course, this curv
ture is not so vivid, not so graphic as that of a tennis-ball or of our earth.
Obviously, the latter cases are of three-dimensional space, and their curv
ture confines the material in them with definite dimension and shape. Bub
on the other hand, the heavenly space is not to be comprehended so easilys
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as it involves factors beyond our normal experience. The Relativity mathe-
matician tells us that the cause of the curvature out in the space is the
presence of matter in its vicinity; much as the waves on the surface of a
pond are related to a pebble thrown in it. Similarly, the matter in space
causes a permanent change in the properties of space near it, which, for
lack of a better name we call curvature. With the movement of matter in
space, the corresponding curvature also moves. So that the curvature in
space is an indissoluble concomitant of matter. Now, this curved space in
the vicinity of the sun, and not gravitational force, asserts the theory of
Relativity, is the cause of planets revolving round the sun. The planets
follow the path of least resistance in following the groove carved out by
the curvature of space in the neighbourhood of the sun. Not only matter
but radiation also passing near a heavenly body, would follow the path of
least resistance and in its straight passage would get bent round in the
vicinity of a heavenly body. During an eclipse of the sun this bending of
light has been successfully observed.

Now, therefore, the more matter there is in the Universe, the more
cutved space is, the more readily it bends back on itself and, in conse-
quence, the smaller is the size of the Universe. In this way, it can be
definitely asserted that the Universe is unbounded yet finite, but not infinite
in extent. It would be infinite only when totally devoid of matter.

Burma-—India’s Little Neighbour
Bipvur Nivoci—Fourth Year, Science

S soon as we enter Burma, directly we will see that the people of the

land are all followers of Buddha. Wherever one goes to, be it town

or village, one will come across the Pagodas (temples), the pongyis (monks)

ind the Burmese monasteries, all of which are constant reminders of

Buddhism. Buddhist teaching, Buddhist law and Buddhist religion seem
to govern everything in the lives of the people.

This beautiful ‘ Land of Pagodas’ has the most wonderful natural
feature in the River Irrawaddy; this great river runs from the North to the
South, almost throughout the whole length of the country, and has served
he Burmese people since the beginning of their history and is still doing so
with its regular service of river steamers. It serves as a cheap means of
movement over the country, for travel by the Burma Railways is rather
*Xpensive. '

High mountain ranges, thickly covered forests, shut in the deep valleys
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of the River Irrawaddy, the Sittang, the Salween and their tributaris,
The thick forests are still the home of the wild elephants, the haunts of the
tiger and the leopard. In these forests can be seen patches of land, cleared
and cultivated, with small Burmese villages around. The huts built op
stilts are familiar sights all over the country. We now come down from
the hills, over the plains on to the port of Rangoon.

The cosmopolitan city and the  big front door ’ of Burma is Rangoon,
This town stands at the southern end of the Pegu Yomas, the little hill on
which the Shwe Dagon Pagoda is built, being the last spur of those hills.
Rangoon is Burmese enough, though it has its Indian quarters, its rice
mills, saw-mills, oil-refineries and numerous other things. This war-tom
city can still show a Hindu Temple, a Christian Cathedral, a Chinese Joss
House, and the inevitable Buddhist Pagoda in a single street. Walking
along the strand, we can also come across people of most of the trading
nations of the world. -

The Burmese people are happy and cheerful and have a habit of speak-
ing with marked politeness. They dwell mostly in the valleys and the
plains along the rivers, growing rice and fruits in their own villages, leading
an easy life in that fertile country where the hot sun and the heavy summer
rains ensure good crops without much labour. The hill-tribes, however,
have a much harder time, for they must clear the forests and cut terraces,
if they want to grow crops. Of these hill-folks the Shans are the best
known. History tells us of the Shan kings, and of their mighty deeds, but
now things are different with them, they are only labourers and raftsmen.
They wear very little clothes, and protect their heads from the Tropical
sun with the aid of large straw hats. We then come to the ‘Chins’ and
‘Kachins’, who live in the valleys of the mountains of the middle and north
Burma. They do not, however, follow the Buddhist religion, but worship
the spirits of nature. Then come the ‘Palaungs’ and ‘Was’ who inhabit
the North Eastern Frontier, who have hardly left their abode and come out.
We know very little of them, but all that we have gathered is that they
resent the intrusion of strangers and waylay them whenever the opportunity
presents itself. In some parts they are still head-hunters. Their women-
folk have one peculiarity—they wear brass-rings tightly encircling their
necks and keeping their heads erect. Of other hill-tribes the best known
are'the Karens; they occupy the valley of the Karenni Hills and are a timid
and silent people.

We can, therefore, see that Burma has people in every stage of civili
zation, from primitive, savage head-hunters and folks who are still in the
Stone-Age, to highly educated and cultured men and women.

As soon as we stream up the Rangoon River past the tall pointed

Pagoda on a hill rising from the North-West, we would pass ships of
numerous sea-faring nations of the world, As we come to the bombed-out
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Rangoon water-front, we would see the gilded spire of the Shwe Dagon
Pagoda, the wonder of Burma and a sacred place of worship to all
Buddhists, for in it lies eight hairs from the head of Gautama Buddha.

Rangoon which was only a village some seventy years ago is now a great
- modern seaport; with its bombed wharves fronting the strand for many
miles along the river. Teak-yards, rice-mills and oil-refineries tell us plainly
whence the wealth to which Rangoon owes its growth and prosperity comes;
for tea_k, rice, and petroleum with its tin and tungsten, lead and rubies are
its chief products. Down the streams come the great teak rafts, the laden
rice-boats and the little steamers with all kinds of produce to the port.
Directly we enter the city we can look at the Shwe Dagon Pagoda which
sits of its hills like a great bell, on the other side of the Royal Lakes. Only
some two thousand years ago, there was a simple village shrine on this hill;
it was in the 16th century that the great and glorious Pagoda was built.
Its dome is heavily gilded with the gold leaves brought by pious Buddhist
monks. Its top is like most other temples,—with an umbrella-like struc-
ture. Around the base of this Pagoda are numerous other shrines outside
which is a kind of paved courtyard, shut in by halls and canopies, screens
and arches, altars and shrines, and adorned with many images of Buddha.
1 do not remember the exact number of steps leading up to the image of
Buddha, but I think it was somewhere in the vicinity of 400. The eastern
slope of this Pagoda is the centre of Burma’s political activity, for mass
gatherings are addressed here.

The Burmese seem much shorter than us (the people of India), some,
especially the women almost doll-like in . their coloured silks. They are an
idle race,—the men spending their time gossiping at home, and the women-
folk doing whatever work must be done. These people live in villages
which are a collection of little brown houses perched on stilts to avoid the
damp. The space below is generally used as a store-house or a hen-coop,
or perhaps as a rubbish heap. All around the village stretch the paddy-
fields and around them are the ugly water buffaloes. These dangerous
animals work all day in the ploughing season, also they are dangerous to
‘strangers though they answer to the lightest word of the village boys. A
village home has very little furniture; a mat, a pillow for each person; a
few food vessels of earthenware or lacquer work, one or two round tables,
a few inches in height, around which the family members squat for their
meals and tea, some water-pots, and of course the family betel box, and
cheroot (cigar) case, for everyone chews betels and smokes cheroots.

Other towns of repute are Mandalay, the capital of the ancient Burmese
King Thebau. with its palace, the Dufferin Fort with its large moat all
around, the 450 white Pagodas encircling the gilded one in the centre, and
lastly the Arakanese temple with its large brass image of Buddha. Then
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in the Shan States is the hill station of Maymyo, the official summe;
residence of His Excellency, the Governor of Burma. The waterfalls here
are splendid as also are the hills.

¥

A Study of the Naga Hills

[ PREPARED FOR THE ASSAM STUDENTS’ CULTURAL SOCIETY,
PRESIDENCY COLLEGE, CALCUTTA ]

CHALLIE IRALU-—Fourth Year (1945-46), Science

Y OU have heard much about this tract of land, lying between India

and Burma, during the last few years. Yet it is quite possible you
did not have the opportunity to get a first-hand knowledge about the
country as well as its people, on account of these aspects being left out by
the newspapers which were mainly interested on reports.of military opera-
tions. But we feel that a better knowledge of these in relation to our Free
India’s defence in the near future is very desirable.

This is the only region in India which was directly invaded, and which
bears the scars of a major battle fought on Indian soil, in the last Great World
War II, with the then victorious Nipponese Army; this is the region where
also the Indian National Army came to liberate India. This goes to prove
how important this tract of land may mean to India again, strategically.
Several months ago there was an agitation in Assam protesting against the
formation of an Eastern Frontier Province to be retained under the British
Government, even after Swaraj is granted to the rest of India. Evidently,
our leaders saw plainly that independence of India will be a farce, if nota
mockery, with both the eastern and western frontiers in alien hands, and
the navy a long way to standard. It would be like granting a country
self-government with complete right to self-determination, after disarming
her first. The result will be obvious,—remote control, shaping things after
the designs of the benefactor.

The Naga Hills lie on this side of the Indo-Burma Frontier formed by
the natural wall—the Patkai Range. This range starts from the eastern-
most point of the Himalayas and runs towards the Bay of Bengal, linking
up with the many nearly parallel ‘“Yomas’ of the Burma mountain
system. This natural barrier of high land, so effective in the past, to guard
off the entry of ambitious neighbours into India, may at first seem to have
lost its utility as a barrier now in this age of Science. But we have recently
learnt that this is not necessarily so. It is still of great value as a fronticr
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and a line of demarcation. Whoever possesses it possesses -the command
of the frontier. To support this statement, we have only to think of what
would have happened to India in 1942-44 had this territory been under
Burma: the Japanese would have come right up to the railway lines of
Assam, and immediately that portion of the country would have been given

up for lost. We daresay that the conquest of India after that would have
been child’s play. :

It is on these grounds that an intimate knowledge of this region and
of its people will be of great consequence to those who later in life enter
responsible jobs for the defence and welfare of our motherland Bharat.
These border Indians, the Nagas, consist of about a dozen or so different
sub-tribes each speaking its tribal tongue, distinct from others. The major
tribes are: Angamis, Semas, Aos, Lothas, Nziemas, Sangtams, Tangkhuls,
etc. There is the greatest variety of costumes ranging from' the heavily
clad Mao around the high altitude belt to the almost naked Semas at lower
levels. The kind of work a person does determines his or her dress. But
usually the men wear a thick ‘‘chaddar” made at home from the cotton
grown in the fields. It is a very durable material and variously coloured.
Hand-looms are not used, the women weave it with primitive methods. Yet

one can proudly say here is real kkadi from real deshi charkha for the real
children of the soil. '

The women dress something like this. A long skirt worn like the
Burmese ladies forms the lower garment. The body is covered with a black
cloth tied at the neck and going beyond the waist and below the lungi just

described. When not at work, they put on the shawl or chaddar just like
their men-folks do.

All the Nagas have a weakness for ornaments, both men and women.
The men go after beads for the neck, armlets for the arms, usually wear
earrings and love to give a border of sea-shell to their skirts which reach
down to the knees. The women-folk fall under the spell of crystals, brass,
gold and silver ear-rings; faceted, round, oval or any beautifully made
beads to adorn their necks. Otherwise, their tastes are simple and un-
'sophisticated.

The Nagas are casteless and classless, the clan system being enough.
All the different tribes can and do intermarry. Communal problems are
negligible, there being only two religions. They aré: the old native reli-
gion, a form of Animism but not a shade of Islamism or Hinduism, as
badly informed ‘people have claimed with various aims behind, at various
limes; the other is Christianity which claims about half a lac of followers,
le, about a third of Assam’s Christians are to be found here.

Festivals are frequent and during these times the people really enjoy
themselves with music, dance, meat, wine and all the good wishes exchanged

4
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with friends and relatives. The chief beverages are the country-made beer
called “Zu” and tea. The former is prepared by fermenting rice, o
millet—an interesting native chemistry; and the latter brought from the t
gardens of Assam about which you all know well,

A study of the Naga people is not complete without making som
comment on the much-talked-about head-hunting, and the hush-hy
whisper about cannibalism by the foreigners who visit them. Of these, the
latter is completely false and the writer does not know of its existence,

To the present generation head-hunting is a forgotten art and i
referred to, only when folk-tales are- being related, or stories of expli
performed by their grandfathers, nay fathers. We can say fathers, becauy
it is only 80 years since this area was brought under the Government
Assam. Eighty years ago their fathers thought it was noble, exhilarating
and manly to pursue this pastime. Removal of heads from their torsos
* have got two possible significances. By removal of the head from i
owner, the spirit of the unfortunate one is supposed to be unable to com
back and haunt the warrior in his sleep. Some say the removal is neces
sary as the head is presented before the village chiefs for a testimony. I
either case, the trophy is given its due ceremony and the hero gets his titk
The practice of head-hunting must have been just the result of tribal feud
which existed eternally then, as they still do across the border now.

Well, a new era has come into existence, and a new generation }w
grown up. Their demand for education and for good roads for communit
tions are persistent and these are the prime requisites for an enlightend

nd firm border of India. They did their bit for India well in the lastWﬂJ
nd they can effectively guard the border in future if you give them yoi
ympathy and co-operation with real understanding.

Stray Thoughts on Religion and
| Mankind

MANOJKUMAR BA’RUA——F ourth Year, Aris
I

HAT is religion?

Martineau defines religion as ‘* the belief in an everliving God, f}ll"
the Universe and holding moral relations with mankind”. But there '
God in Buddhism or Jainism. Should we, then, exclude these two phil
sophies from the domain of religious concsiousness? Let us discuss
examine the problems in detail and inquire whether God is at all necess¥
for religion.
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11

Xenophanes observed that the origin of religion is in man’s frailty.  “It
is men who have created the gods, for in these latter they find again their
own shape, their feelings, their speech; the Negro thinks of them as being
flat and black-nosed; the Thracian as fair and blue-eyed. If oxen knew how
to depict they would give to their gods the form of oxen.”’

111

The origin of religion and of the idea of an all-powerful all-compre-
hensive, omnipotent and omniscient God, is in fear. As man is imperfect
he has many shortcomings. But man, by the proper exercise of his
intellectual powers, could go far to remove these imperfections. The Poet
Tennyson in this same vein sings,

‘“ Self-reverence, self-knowledge and self-reliance
These three alone lead man to sovereign power *’.

If man could realize his potentiality, he would declare in great ecstasy,
_.as some have done, ‘I am the monarch of all I survey; I have none to
fear ”’. .

Similarly we find in Dhammapada, .
‘“ Atta hi attano natho, ko hi natho paro siya | .
attan’eva sudantena nitham abhati dullabham}]?®’.

[Self is the Lord of self; what higher Lord could there be? When a
man subdues well his self he will have found a Lord very difficult to find.]

v

Man generally believes in or prays to God (I am not considering the
cases of a few really devout and sincere religious-minded men who believe
in and pray to God not for any material gain but for the realization of their
own self and to elevate the mind to a sublime consciousness) not because
sincerely he feels it necessary, nor spontaneously, but only for the sake of
his own material gain or to bring about the downfall of his rival.

\%

An eminent writer in the true philosophic spirit observed, ‘“‘There are
prophets each prophesying his religion to be true and all others false; but
‘how does he know he is right and all others false?”” The question for ever
remains unanswered. We have seen enough of bloodshed in the name of
religion, in the name of the superiority of one’s God over the others. It' is
said, religion is for the good of mankind, for the elevation and sublimat}on
of the human soul to a blissful consciousness, and lastly for the salvation
of mankind from the sorrows and sufferings of life. But we have seen
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Crusades termed holy, we have seen sanguinary battles to subjugate t
weaker by the stronger. All' these are perpetrated in the name
religion. Moreover, often we find religion standing as a great bar
against the rapid progress of science and society. Jesus was crucifieg
Spinoza was excommunicated, Socrates and Galileo had to suffer the same
lot—all in the name of and also for the sacred cause of religion. If w
consult the history of the world, we will find thousands of instances whey
religion is found to play a reactionary role against the rapid progress of
science and culture—being not only indifferent but also actively hostil,

V1

Man is by nature a peace-loving rational animal. He wants  peace-
peace of mind and peace of soul. He has got enough of religion. I
religion is at all necessary for man, then ethics must form its basis, not Gof
or belief in God. We must first realize that if one is really sinful, no powe
on earth or heaven can make him sinless, simply by praying to it or offer
ing homage to it. On the contrary if one is upright, honest and sincere,'
no power on earth can make him unhappy or dare to send him to hell orr
the day of final judgment.

VII

Ethics should take the place of the Holy Bible, the Koran, the Tripr
takas, etc. In Christianity there are the Ten Commandments. In
Buddhism there are eight moral precepts. Similarly in other great religions
also. We should first dispense with religion and try to amalgamate
systematize and universalize these ethical codes, if at all we believe that
equality, fraternity and liberty should reign in the world.

We need ethical consciousness as our guide and torch of life, not
religion. In fine, I appeal and pray, not to unknown, mysterious God
but to my fellowmen. Let there be peace and progress on earth; may al
living beings be happy!

A Glimpse into Statistics

INDRAMOHAN CHAKRAVARTI—Fourth Year, Science

O most of us in this College the sound of the word ‘Statistics’ conjures

up the dim dingy ground floor of the Baker Laboratory—some peoplt

strumming computators or poring over squared papers full of tables of

numbers, or a batch of students with flat files under their arms. I crave

your permission to put before you the experlence of my one year s
desultory and interrupted study of the subject.
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Statistics as an independent science is of recent origin. It comes from
the Latin word  Sfafus’ which means State. In ancient Europe, Statistics
meant information regarding the state, collected by government for adminis-
trative purposes. But that concept has suffered a seachange in later years,
so much so that it is hard to link it up with its present:day meaning.

We first come across the seeds of Statistics in the works of Laplace and
Gauss’s ‘ Normal Law of Errors’. Since then many scientists, great and
small, have carried on research on this line and the valuable results of
their research have widened its scope and added to its importance. Works,
valuable and scattered, there had been; but they required the genius and
labour of a Karl Pearson to build them up into one whole, placed on a
solid basis, and set it before the world as a science having an independent
existence.

Statistics,deals with numerical data obtained from ‘‘natural phenomena’’
whether they are human or not. The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed
a series of triumphs of the so called exact sciences like Physics, Chemistry
and Mathematics. In these sciences experiments were planned treating
experimental materials as homogeneous units. As such every experi-
ment was expected to yield, at least theoretically, the same result. But
in the last quarter of the 1gth century, side by side with those exact
sciences, grew up the theory of probability (originally in connection with
games of chance, gambling etc.) which conceded that results might differ
in different trials even under same circumstances. This gave rise to the
concept of aggregates which found application even in the so-called sciences
—Physics and Chemistry—where laws were no longer exact but only
statistcal. The object of study was the property of the aggregates rather
ihan the individual as in the Kimtic Theory of Gases, Quantum Theory
and the like.

But Statistics found a ready application in the social sciences like
Biology, Agriculture and Psychology on account of the heterogeneity of the
materials with which these sciences deal. These experimental materials
on account of their lack of homogeneity have so long successfully with-
stood all attempts at mathematical approach. Pioneering attempts of Galton
followed by the monumental labour of Karl Pearson saw the young science
safe through the maze of difficulties and the solid foundations of modern
analytic statistics were truly laid.

Now about the subject itself, it may be defined as collection, presenta-
tion, analysis and interpretation of numerical data.

The first Stage in Statistics is collection of data. Numerical data may
be obtained from published and unpublished reports such as Government
Agencies, Trade Associations, Research Bureaus, Magazines, Newspapers.
individual research, etc. Investigators with scheduled forms may be sent
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out to collect data from desired persons in possession of the informatip
required.

When the data has been collected it is always the look-out of 5
statistician to present it in a form which tells something of itself and whose
broad significance may be grasped without any visible effort. If the original
schedules of the investigator—say the daily allowances which you get from
your parents for your tiffin—be presented to you as they are, the numbers
will only make your head dizzy and you will be able to make neither head
nor tail out of those abominable numbers. If instead, they are presented
in a tabular form (say, in a frequency table to use a technical term), you
will at once see what is the maximum amount of allowance a student gets,
what is the amount which majority of students get and the like. This is
what is called presentation of data.

In the analysis of data statisticians calculate various mathematical
‘measures like averages, dispersion, etc. We have got, for instance, weekly
wages of wage-earners of a factory. A statistician’s endeavour will be to
find the average amount of wages and what are the values which are in excess
and in defect of this average value—are these values sufficiently close to the
average value or very much dispersed. Sometimes it is found that two
sets of statistical data, rainfall and production of rice, for instance, show
a definite relation so the statistician sets himself to fmdmg out the degree
of association between them.

The most difficult and at the same time the most important part of 2
statistician’s job is to interpret data—what are the conclusions growing out
of the analysis, what do the figures tell us.

Individuals, whether human or not, possessing a particular characteristi
form what is technically called a ‘population’ or a ‘‘universe’’. A group
of individuals taken from this ‘population’ under certain conditions is
called a ‘sample’ of this ‘population’. Population may be theoretical or
observed. The results of a coin tossed, for instance, will form an observed
population and the ‘expected’” number of heads or tails will form a theoretical
population. There are several theoretical populations due to Karl Pearson
and Gram Charlier characterized by distinct mathematical functions. The
observed data at hand are regarded as a sample from any of these popula-
tions and the statistician determines the particular population from which
the observed data have come. Knowing the population, he can make
important predictions.

An example perhaps will be illuminating. Suppose Dr. Ra]endra
Prasad, Minister-in-charge of Food and Agriculture, in his anxiety ©
increase the productivity of our soil, wants to import manures from foreign
countries. He therefore asks the Indian Statistical Institute to tell him
what manures are to be imported. Statistical Institute, therefore, desighs .
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suitable experiment. As it is impossible to deal with every possible speci-
men of soil in India, the Institute divides the whole of the country into
homogeneous zones. In each of these zones areas are chosen at random
(choosing at random means selecting in such a way that the unit areas in
the particular zone are given equal chance of being included in the sample).
The results of experiments carried on these areas which are truly representa-
tive of all varieties of soil in India after proper statistical treatment enable
the statisticians to inform Dr. Prasad of the requisites of Indian soil.

In Statistics, as in every other science, an advance of knowledge, e.g.,
forecasting in Statistics and ‘Determinism’ in Nuclear' Physics, is based
upon Inductive and Deductive methods. A hypothesis is conceived—
natural results from it by deductive arguments are applied to observed
data. If our conclusions drawn from the hypothesis hold in the case of
the observed data, the hypothesis is “‘not rejected”’.

Let us take the height distributions of the Bengali as our ‘population’.
If we can express this population in mathematical language, we can by
deductive arguments guess the properties which may be found even in the
samples of that population within certain clearly defined limits.

The other aspect is based on inductive methods. A sample is drawn
from a population, following a particular procedure which gives every
member of the population of being included in the sample. Such a sample
is called a ‘random sample’. Studying the sample we infer the charac-
teristics of the population. Inferences are- all expressed in probability
language together with the error which wé-are liable to commit in accept-
ing the inference about the population as true. For example, in the previous
example of height distribution of Bengalis, if different samples are drawn
at random, we can by studying a particular measure say the mean of each
sample and predict what will be the mean height of Bengalis in general.
This is arguing from sample to population. This is, to say the least, no
mean achievement. On the contrary it has placed at the hands of scientific
works of all descriptions a most powerful tool.

Let us suppose that a cotton mill turning out ‘dhoties’” of fixed widths
requires the information what proportions of the total outturn will suit the
people of Bengal. The Indian Statistical Institute is entrusted with the job.
So the Institute takes a random sample from the people of Bengal and
obtains measurement of each individual of the sample, from waist to heel.
Now the statistician’s endeavour will be to assign this sample of readings to
a theoretical population. Knowing the form of the population, he can
easily make necessary calculations and accordingly furnish the mill with the
necessary - information. .

Statistics as a branch of science is still in the making. In advanced
 countries like the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R. and England, statistical methods are
being used with advantage in every sphere of life. In India, we have also .
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got a school of eminent statisticians who have made valuable contributigpg
to the development of the science. Though it has not found as yet a wig
range of application in business, industry, agriculture and biological experi-
ments in our country, there are reasons to believe that our countrymen g
growing increasingly conscious of its utility and scope of application. It j
a good augury which promises a bright future for the young free state of
India.

A‘Lcttcr From U. S. A.

~ Mrs. Pearl Buck wrote a series of articles in The Amrita Bazar Pairika

about her country and its people. The object of those articles was to
familiarize the Indian people with everyday life in America. She invited
her rveaders to ask questions and the following letter was received by the
Editor. In reply to questions put by him to her. It is hoped our readers
will find the letter quite intevesting as it contains information regarding many
common things in America of which we know wvery little.—EDITOR.

4505 North Whipple Street,
MR. SUDHINDRANATH GUPTA, Chicago 25, Illinois, US.A.
130, Keshab Chandra Sen Street, October 14, 1946
Calcutta, India

DeAR MR. Guprta,

MRS. Pearl Buck received so much mail in response to her magazine
AL article that she has asked some of her friends to help her answer them,
myself among them. I am going to try to reply to the questions which
you ask in your letter of February 18th, which was apparently forwarded
about for some time before it reached me. When it did I had to put it
aside, I am sorry to say, until the press of business and many engagements
allowed me this moment to answer. I hope you will understand and forgive
me for the long delay.

First of all, though your questions concern every-day life in America,
you know, I'm sure, how deceptively simple and elusive of complete answer
they are. Your fable about the frogs confirms this; and, as the fable relates:
““ Poor, simple, plain—these are relative terms best understood in com-
parison *’, I am going to try to tell you about the lives of the poor it
America, so that you may at least in a small measure make comparisons
with the lives of the poor in India.

- No, the poorest of us do not die of starvation. We sometimes die of
an illness brought about by a diet which is perhaps filling but completely
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lacking in body-building and sustaining quality. There are negroes and
whites in our Southern states who must subsist on a daily fare so unvarying
and so unhealthful that they are gradually debilitated and the bodies and
powers of intelligence of the children they bear are weak and failing. These

people often die of a kind of starvation, more slowly if less painfully, than
if starved entirely.

There are people of low-income group in the United States who while
they do not live in the streets, are forced to live in five or six floor tenement
houses, in incredibly crowded and unsanitary conditions, where disease
becomes rampant and where only ineffectual help is offered.. Our shame I
believe to be considerably greater than India’s, for Americans have the
means at hand to correct these ills.

I would like to tell you here how the majority of Americans live but
there are so many vividly clear pictures of America’s middle-class readily
available, that I am going to refer you to a book called ‘“Middletown’’ by
Robert S. Lynd, or perhaps to ‘“‘Babbitt’’ by Sinclair Lewis. These books
are not new but will give you a very representative idea of the life of the
average American. .

You wanted to know what the initials C. I. O. stand for:—these are the
initials of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, a central body composed
of various industrial trade unions, with a total membership of six million.
To this Congress belong unions organized along industrial as well as craft
lines. It was first formed in 1935 when several unions belonging to the
American Federation of Labor (A. F. of L.) became dissatisfied with its
policies and broke away to begin their own parent union. Among these
were the miners’ union, the garment workers’ union and later the auto-
mobile and steel workers’ unions., The C. I. O. now competes for leader-
ship with the older organization. It is estimated that the combined
membership of both central bodies has reached fourteen million.

. The letters, G. I., stand for Government Issue. They came to have
their present meaning when civilians entering army service were given lists
of the clothing they would need.  Most of the items were stamped
“Government Issue’’, meaning that they were furnished or would be
furnished by the United States Government. The new recruit continued to
discover this marking on the boxes containing his food, his reading material,
all his equipment, and ultimately he applied the term to himself and his
fellows.

I do not know who Swami Vivekananda is nor anything about the
difficulties he encountered entering this country, but I can tell you that were
an ordinary Indian Jo come to this country and ask for 1'1e1p,' he would
certainly receive some measure of assistance. There are immigrant and
traveler aid societies which would supply him with food and shelter,

i)
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possibly secure an interpreter for him. if necessary, and put him in conta
with relatives or friends if he so wished.

I wish we did know more about India. Qur country for over tw,
decades after World War I, buried its head in the sands of isolation, thin}.
ing to avoid difficulties by avoiding dealings with the other nations of the
world in so far as possible. We have perhaps been taught a lesson by World
War II for we are presently, all of us, I think, curious and anxious to leam
something of the myriad peoples of the earth. I hope we continue so,
And we know much about the United Kingdom, mostly, I surmise, becaus
we speak the same language and found each other’s lands easily accessibl,
I feel sure you know a great many of the other reasons.

~ You inquire about the differences between great metropolitan papes
and small local newspapers. Great metropolitan papers are those of Jarg
circulation published and distribted in such cities as New York, Chicag
and San Francisco. You may have seen copies of the New York Times or
the San Francisco Chronicle. Small local papers are those of perhaps 2 to
15 pages published and distributed in small towns and carrying news ofs
interest chiefly to the inhabitants of such towns, although world and national
affairs receive much attention. A good many small town dwellers &
habitually subscribe to the metropolitan papers, as well as to the local
Metropolitan papers carry a much greater variety of news, cover world
well as national and city news, naturally to a far greater extent than the
limited budget and circulation of a small town newspaper permit.

I can assure you that a good number of newspapers and magazines toli
the story of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and the Indian National Army, many
of them in a fair and sympathetic manner; and I have read with sorrow of
the firing upon of students in November, 1945 and since. I wish that India
newspapers had a.share of the freedom of expression that American news
papers have—and I wish that the American papers had still more, placed it
hands which prize truth.

I know Mrs. Buck would want me to thank you for your thoughtfu

and enjoyable letter, and I hope this reply has given you the mformatlon'
you wanted.

Yours sincerely,
EsTHER JOSEPH



Kuruvila Zachariah!

'DR. NARENDRA KRISHNA SINHA

Department of History, Calcutta University

BOUT a quarter of a century ago I first saw Mr. Zachariah. He was

then Head of the Department of History in the Presidency College.
As one of his pupils in his History honours classes I naturally became closely
acquainted with him. From that time until his sudden departure from
Bengal in December, 1946, I was never out of touch with him. I saw him
quite frequently and corresponded with him on many occasions. During
the last few years I collaborated with him in the work of advising the
Government of Bengal on historical records. This was, however, the only
official link between us during these years. ‘

Kuruvila Zachariah ‘is remembered in Madras by most University men
for his brilliant academic career. He was born in 18go.” He passed the
Matriculation Examination of the Madras University in 1906 standing first

.in order of merit. In the F. A. Examination of the Madras University he
was second in order of merit. In.the B. A. Honours Examination ‘three
years after he was first in the first class in History and first in the first class
in English. As a Government of India Scholar he read in Merton College,
- Oxford, during the years 1912-15 and got a first in Modern History in

August, 1915.

An extract from a testimonial given him by that distinguished Oxford
historian, Prof. A. H. Johnson, his teacher at Merton College, would best
illustrate the impression he created at Oxford:—‘Not only was he placed in
the first class......... the examiners considered that he was the best candidate
who presentd himself for examination......... the senior examiner described
his work as sound, well-balanced and thoughtful....... He is a man of strong
Christian principles which he carries into his life. He is, I understand, a
Nestorian, one of the earliest Christian sects in the East. But there is no

1. We are grateful to Dr. Narendrakrishna Sinha (ex-alumnus) for this account
of his old teacher, Mr. Kuruvila Zachariah, m.A. (Oxon.), 1.E.S. (Retd.). Present-
day students of Presidency College may welcome this opportunity of learning about
a former professor of the College—one of those of whom the College will ever be
proud. To those who read History in Presidency College between 1916 and 1930,
Mr. Zachariah's culture and scholarship, his charming manners, and the beautiful
English he spoke and wrote must still be memories to cherish. It was a real pleasure
for them to learn last year that Mr. Zacbariah had been appointed a member of the
Federal Public Service Commissicn,
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narrowness about him. This testimonial may appear flattering but I gwe
it -with confidence. He is one of the best students | have had under ne
during my career as a tutor for the last forty-five years.” Mr. Zachariah
was appointed to the Indian Educational Service when Indians had to fae
the full competition of Englishmen. The remarkable tribute of Arthur
Johnson made the task of the selectors rather easy.

Mr. Zachariah came to Bengal in 1916 and he taught in the Presidency
College and later also in the Post-graduate Department of the Calcutta
University till 1930. But he was not fit for our factory methods of instruc-
tion. His general lectures were above the heads of ordinary students. He
was at his best, as he himself frequently said, in the honours classes of te
Presidency College. He was not a skilful popularizer, not a glib professor,
nor a specialist and lonely scholar. He never attempted to transform hs
students into fountains of information. He tried to increase their equip-
ment for seeking knowledge. He was never tired of teaching us the dangers
of eloquence. In our tutorial classes he always ridiculed rhetoric and fre-
quently reminded us that recollection should not take the place of thinking.
He had the command of ironic phrase when he chose to use it but it
chose only when he must. He did not withdraw into the lazy recesses of £
sheltered occupation, serving at the minimum level like some other memben
of the Indian Educational Service. The student learnt from his associa
tion with his teacher that the intellectual conscience is not far removed fron
the moral. The atmosphere in government service—elaborate rules an
regulations, frequent transfers, promotions that lead to changes in ti
nature of work— weakens the influence of personality on a single institu
tion. Mr. Zachariah's departure from Bengal cannot create a sense of wii
in the mind of the present students of the Presidency College, because h
had no share in shaping their intellectual life.

We read occasionally in those days in the Presidency College Magazin
very excellent articles written by him with only his initial "K” at the en
to indicate authorship. | wondered before my close acquaintance with hii
why any one who had such an easy flow of thought and such a culture
English style should be so eager to be inconspicuous. This feeling was ver
natural because I had and even now have the greatest difficulty in workin
in this reluctant medium. | later understood that this modesty was a par
of his mental make-up.

Mr. Zachariah became Principal of the Hooghly College in 1930. Hi
stay at Chinsura deserves to be remembered for his work in connection witl
the centenary celebration of that College. His history of the Hooghl;
College published in the centenary year should be read by all students O
the history of education and by all research-workers in the field of moden
Indian History. The book gives much more than the title suggests. J
shows the affectionate and exquisite diligence of a scholar who combffl?
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the closest attention to minutiae with large ideas. I have not studied fully
the works of Maitland or Vinogradoff. But I have some knowledge of Indian
historical records. I do not know anybody who has utilized them with
better historical sense and with greater capacity to interpret themw I would
do well to give some extracts from his book as specimens. Referring to
the educational records of the period from 1835 to 1850 when the control
of education was not in the hands of professional administrators or profes-
sional politiclans, he writes: ‘° The General Committee and Council of
Education let few Principals leave without placing on record a generous
appreciation of their work. After 1854 the teacher is regarded as a hired
mercenary without human feelings and official commendation is rarely, if
ever, forthcoming. Not Principals alone but teachers and even students
won praise from the Council when they deserved it. Even at this day one
cannot read without emotion such speeches as those delivered by the
President J. E. D. Bethune at the Krishnagar and Dacca College prize
distributions in February and March, 1851....... Such a speech was never
made and never could have been made after 1854. The flowers of human
charity and generous praise wither in the arid clime of departmental
administration.”” About the records of the education department between
1887 and 1906 Mr. Zachariah writes, ‘‘ Materials are more abundant but
there are singularly little of any individual interest....... The college is
one of a number of government institutions and clothed in this prison garb
all that is distinctive in its physiognomy is gradually effaced.”

I do not know much about Mr. Zachariah’s work as Principal of the
Islamia College. On one occasion after my return from a fortnight’s stay
at Madras I went to see him at Islamia College. I told him that during my
stay at Madras I had gone one day to Tamboram to see his old college,
the Madras Christian College, in its ideal suburban surroundings. He was
very glad, his eyes sparkled, and he said with enthusiasm that he hoped
Islamia College would be exactly like that in future. I do not know how
decisions are made in the Secretariat, but I do know that Mr. Zachariah
drew up an excellent plan for the development of Islamia College into a
residential institution—a plan which educational authorities might still study
with advantage with regard to the development of colleges in India.

About Mr. Zachariah’s work as Director of Public Instruction and later
as Special Officer, Post-War Educational Planning, I do not presume to
know anything. I know only of his disinterested aims, his exceptional
ability, his brilliant ideas, and I feel that with his retirement this unfortu-
nate province has lost the services of an experienced educationist of excep-
tional endowments. '

As I think of Mr. Zachariah, this distinguished product of Madras and

Oxford who served Bengal for thirty years with devotion though at times
with a sense of frustration, I feel the truth of a remark made by one of the
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greatest administrators in history: ‘ The most difficult art is not to choog
men but to give to the men whom one has chosen all the value that it
possible for a man to have .

Book Review

(1)
INDIA’'S STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM--By Major-General A. C. CHATTERE
Published by Chuckervertty, Chatterjee & Co., Ltd., Calcutta. Price Rs. 8/8/-

Undoubtedly the most glorious chapter in the history of British India is the
fight for freedom associated with the name of Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose and the
Azad Hind Fauz. If greatness depends on purity of motive, magnitude of self-
sacrificing effort and the loftiest reaches of idealiszn in conduct, then the work of
Netaji stands in the highest rank among heroic achievements in the annals of the
world. Mere outward success ¢nd failure are no correct measure of the real great-
ness of ‘an event, which rests primarily on the quality of the- inner urge and inspira-
tion. Netaji apparently failed in what he sought to achieve; but such failures are
far richer in spiritual contents, and contain greater promise for the future than a
victory based on brute force and for the furtherance of an ignoble spirit of domins-
tion. Moreover Netaji did not fail; we are what we are to-day because of him.
15th August, 1947 points the way straight back to the date when Netaji assumed
leadership of the I. N. A.

The thrilling account of the campaign for liberation. is now made available b
us in the book ‘‘India’s Struggle for Freedom *’ written by Major-General A. C.
Chatterjee, a colleague and co-worker of Netaji and a major actor in the eventful
drama unfolded to us in its pages. Major-General Chatterjee’s book is very fastt
nating study, marshalling a vast array of facts and details in an eminently lucil
and presentable form. The result is a narrative of absorbing interest, which we
follow with rapt attention from start to finish, with never a dull moment or a g
of monotony. We watch the fluctuating fortunes of India’s army of liberation from
the first inception of the movement to its splendid climax, followed by a grad‘lal
set-back and decline in which the heroic temper, the unflagging resolve never gives
way, as we do the rapidly unfolding action of a drama which passes from trinmph
to defeat without any impairing of the high, heroic spirit. We follow fascinated
the splendid response of thousands of our countrymen to the call, their all-out
sacrifice, their ungrudging acceptance of privations, the flaming ardour of their
patriotism, their uncontrollable impatience to come to grips with the enemy an_d
prove their mettle, above all their exemplary sense of discipline and loyalty to thf“’
"beloved chief and ask with wonder whether they are of the. same stuff of which
ourselves, with our petty squabbles and sordid pursuit of self-interest, are made
They reveal the true soul of India, grown conscious of itself after a long laps of
forgetfulness and striving to translate its age-long dreams into shining and
resplendent action.

From the scrappy, disjointed and censored bits of news filtering down to us

through newspaper reports, we had at the time but brief apnd broken glimpses of
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the epic fight that raged in the Imphal-Manipur area in those- hectic mid-summer
weeks. when India waited in tense suspense for the first break-through of an invad-
ing army. We had our suspicions even then that it was no foreign army that
was koocking at our doors. with such persistent, resounding blows, though our
masters made every effort to make us believe that it was the hateful Japanese that
was on the other side of the frontier. The grim tenacity of the fight, the con-
summate strategy, the lightning rapidity of progress, the incisive vigour of the
thrusts, the variety and resourcefulness of the harassing tactics—all these pointed
to a master brain at work and a motive that lay much deeper than the pursuit of
a temporary tactical advantage. What we guessed afar off we now know for a
certainty. We now know the story in all its heroic proportions,—its boldness of
conception and vigour of execution, the feverish, all-sacrificing intensity of purpose
that lay behind the drive and alas! the narrowness of the margin that thwarted
its ultimate fruition. Independence through victory in the .battle-field has been
denied to us; and independence through negotiations has come instead. And we all
feel the difference!

There is one figure that emerges from the book with the stature as of an
Immortal—Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We realize how great he is, towering head
and shoulders above his contemporaries, great beyond the adulation of admirers and
the detraction of enemies, great even beyond the reach of exaggeration. Ever since
the days of Shivaji and Rajsinha, India has not had the chance of witnessing
heroism in action. We have had heroism in plenty, but it is heroism diluted in
thought, muzzled and furtive, denied the outlet of sustained effort, making itself
heard in muffled, under-ground mumbles. Subhas Chandra belongs to the direct line
of heroic succession. He has had his part in the great movements of the world,
bbing shoulders with makers of history, obtaining a direct glimpse into that labo-
ratory of Destiny where fates of countries and nations are forged and fashioned.
He was not an idealistic dreamer, no mere exponent of a humanitarian or philan-
thropic programme which qualifies for leadership in this land of ours. A bloodless
revolution, which we are so apt to idolize, is a revolution which has half achieved
its purpose and is truncated in its results. It is the impact of war that is necessary
to shake a nation out of its age-long slave-mentality. And in the long run and in
retrospect it is not so bloodless after all—what we spare in the lump, we lose in
driblets spread over a long stretch of years. Subhas Chandra did not haggle and
compound over the necessary price of freedom: he offered the whole amount, subject
to no rebates or reductions.

The stamp of greatness is writ large on everything he said and did. Credit for
the first idea and the earliest efforts at organization in respect of the I. N. A. is
certainly due to Rashbihari Bose, who must be hailed as the pioneer of the move-
ment. But it was Subhas who lent life and soul to. a languishing and disorganized
effort. He raised the army from a state of atomic disintegration into a fighting
machine of first-rate cohesiveness and efficiency. He roused civilian enthusiasm to an
unprecedented height and brought about an all-out mobilization of effort in which
thousands gave their all and pledged themselves to dedicated lives. Never before in
Post-Mohammedan Indian history had such moral heights been reached and kept om
a nation-wide scale. And all this was done by loving persuasion, by appeal to the
best elements of human nature, unadulterated by the faintest tincture of force or
coercion, All glory to a leader, who could evoke such loyalty and devotion to
himself and the cause he serves! We talk glibly of miracles, but all apparent
miracles are not really so, most of them betraying on close scrutiny a subtly
disguised vein of calculated self-intrest. What Subhas Chandra achieved was the
real, the authentic miracle. ‘ )
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The greatness of Subhas Chandra showed itself no less in the moral than ip {,
sphere of military and administrative organization. He vindicated the honour of b
country in his uncompromising stand against Japanese attempt at domination, K
firmly put his foot down on all efforts on the part of Japan to play the role of t
senior partner and to indulge in a patronizing pat on the back. All the arrange-
ments he entered into, all negotiations he concluded evince an exquisite sensitivenes
on the score of national honour, a jealous guarding against the slightest encroach
ment on the dignity and status of his country. No cajolery, no personal flattery,
no bait of dictatorship in liberated India could make him swerve an inch from hi
path. Wooing Japanese support and dependent largely on Japanese bounty, he
never sank into the position of a suppliant and never struck a dishonourable bargain.
Major-General Chatterjee’s pages reveal a personality of rare grace and charm that
in its exquisite combination of tenderness and strength, love and {fellow-feeling for
the meanest of his soldiers and the magnetic spell cast upon colleagues, is hard to
parallel among the great leaders of history.

The broadcast speeches of Netaji reveal still another aspect of his many-sided
greatness. They are marvels of broad statesmanship and of persuasive pleading.
The homage that he pays to Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders of the Indian
Congress, and the readiness with which he recognizes their services and offers to
place himself at their disposal provide instances of an almost superhuman humility
and self-effacement and withal a spirit of noble requital. There is no trace of
bitterness for his personmal humiliation, not a hint of grievance, no harbouring of
rancour, not even an attempt at showing himself in the right when the Congrss in
the course of its negotiations came to grief. He hails Mahatmaji as the father of
Indian nationalism and in accents of transparent sincerity. urges upon him for a
collaboration of efforts. The ‘‘Quit India’’ resolution of Mahatmaji awakens in him
an enthusiastic appreciation bordering almost on idolatrous worship. He pleads
passionately with the Congress for rejecting the Wavel negotiations and in words of
prophetic insight warns it against future consequences. History records few
examples of such transcendent generosity, and exalted patriotism in which self i
utterly effaced before the good of the country. We are deeply grateful to Major
General Chatterjee for his full reproductions of these broadcast speeches, which it
their tone and temper, their moral elevation and political insight, their fervent and
stirring appeal and utter selflessness rank high among the great political utterances
of the modern age. '

Netaji vanishes from our sight, wrapped in impenetrable mystery, on whic
Major-General Chatterjee’s book has not been able to shed any any new light. The
last words that the book has to say about him is that he started on a plane to some
unknown destination without having taken any of his most trusted lieutenants into
his confidence as regards his intentions. This unsolved mystery regarding his final
movements deepens the gloom round the tragedy of his disappearance. Millions of
his countrymen have been left speculating about his fate and they cannot settle
down either to fixed hope or downright despair. At any rate Netaji has passed out
of the horizons of history and nobody knows if he is to emerge again. One fondy
wishes that it were only given to him to know that his great fight and unequalled
sacrifice have not been all in vain!

We must conclude with a tribute of appreciation to the writer of the book fr
giving us an authentic, connected history of India’s last struggle for freedom, aud
particularly for drawing a picture of our beloved Netaji that more than fuﬂy
satisfies the highest ideals of leadership. Major-General Chatterjee’s personal conf
butions to the movement are by no means negligible.. He filled some of the most
responsible offices in the Provisional Government of Free India and gave ungruds
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ingly of his best. One of the most pleasing features of the book is the utter want
of any vein of egotism on the part of the writer. His references to himself and to
his great leader are marked by an innate modesty, and a quiet, unostentatious
account of the parts they were called upon to play; while in mentioning his
colleagues he always speaks in terms of generous appreciation. We congratulate
Major-General Chatterjee on his book, in which ease and limpidity of style and
clearness of narration are the distinguishing features, and we hope that the ideal he
has imbibed from his great leader will inspire him in his service to the country in
a spirit of utter disinterestedness and devotion to duty.

SRIKUMAR BANERJEE

(II)
CREATURES OF CIRCUMSTANCE—By SoMERSEr MAucHAM. Published by
Heinemann.

Mr. Somerset Maugham's latest collection of short stories shows the master at
his- usual level—the highest. His imagination has not flagged with age, nor has his
hand lost any of its cunning. The sixteen stories in this volume rank with his best:
they are, that is to say, on a par with his ‘‘Jane’’, or “The Human Element”’, or
that terrible masterpiece ‘“Rain”’. In the realm of the short story there can hardly
be any higher achievement than that.

The greatest merit of Mr. Maugham’s stories is that they are interesting apart
from the narration. The incidents are varied and the dramatic element in them
conspicuous: we must not forget that he was a very successful dramatist before he
began to write short stories. Each plot is carefully constructed, the incidents being
deftly woven together to form a compact whole with no loose ends. The author’s
experience of the world and his knowledge of men and things—including the strange
and the out-of-the-way—are surprisingly wide and deep, lending to his stories the
stamp of authenticity and the charm of variety. What a diverse and fascinating
world do the stories in this single volume open up before us! The English country-
side, the rubber-plantations of Malaya, the malaria-stricken wilds of Borneo, the
boulevards of Paris, the slums of Seville and the gardens by the Guadalquivir, a
tuberculosis sanatorium in Scotland, San Francisco and Florence, a German cargo-
boat plying between Hamburg and Cartagena on the Columbian Coast, Algec1r.a,s.
the war-torn French countryside—such are the varied backgrounds to these stories.
And against these backgrounds we see enacted the drama of the lives of a strange
variety of men and women. The retired English Colonel, bewildered by the revela-
tion of the highest poetic talents in his wife and of the unsuspe.cted tragefiy of l.]er
life; the strolling actress who had hoped to settle down to a quiet domesticity with
her rubber-planter husband but who discovered, when it was too late, that there was
1o escape save through death from the hell of her life with a man whom: she had
glown to fear and hate with her whole soul; the Fre.nch busx_ness magnate w%xo
cheerfully acquiesced in the marriage of his shop-girl ntlstress v“nth ﬂfe_ commercu‘al
traveller because he thought it would be much more fitting to his position that his
mistress should be not just a little mannequin in a dressmaker’s shop .but a respect-
able married woman; the terrible woman in a Seville slum whose passionate love f(?r
her handsome son prompted the strange jealousy which led her to .murder. ner son.s
lover; the inmates of a tuberculosis sanatorium in Scotland with their pathetl(.:
ambitions and bickerings and loves, with death waiting for them round the corner;

6
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the sober matron of fifty happily married to a teacher in one of the smaller upye.
sities in America who, in her radiant youth, had played havoc with the lives of an
Italian nobleman and his son in Florence: these are some of the characters that come
to life in these pages so vividly that they seem to be persons we have actually met
and known.

I have already said that the stories are all excellent, but of them two have
impressed me most: ‘* The Unconquered *’ for its extraordinary power in depicting
a poignant tragedy, and ‘“ A Winter Cruise ’ for its humour, a quality which reades
have usually missed in Maugham and which he has himself confessed he lacks. The
first story is of a young French girl living on a farm a few miles from Soissons who
has been ravished by a German soldier during the occupation and who, to by
infinite shame and loathing, finds herself with child. The German—a good-looking
and rather likeable youth, by the way—comes often from the town where he is
stationed to the farm where Annette lives.with her parents whom he has won ove
by presents of precious food; and though she remains coldly aloof and bitter in hi
hatred for him, he falls .passionately in love with her when, in an unforgettable
scene, she reveals her condition to him. He offers to marry her and, believing that
the German occupation would continue for ever, promises to settle down in the fam
with her family, and help in every way to make her happy. The parents are agree
able and try to reason with Amnnette, but she remains unconquered to the last, for
when her child comes she kills it, lest she be conquered by attachment to it and,
through it, to its father. A more moving story it is difficult to conceive, or one that
more effectively refutes the oft-heard criticism of Maugham as a heartless cynic
pitilesssly indifferent towards the characters he creates. The other story which I have
selected for special mention—‘‘ A Winter Cruise *’—is a delightfully humorous story,
such as one would hardly expect from the pen of Maugham. It is the story of an
English spinster of uncertain age who had gone out on a cruise in a German carg-
boat. She was a crashing bore, and would miss no opportunity to inflict her inane
conversation on the captain, the doctor and the crew, till a point was reached when
they felt they had come to the limit of human endurance. A conference was held o
devise ways and means to prevent her from spoiling the Sylvester Abend—New Years
Eve—which is an occasion that meéns a great deal to a German and to which they
had all been looking forward. The doctor suggested a plan: she should have
lover. - ““ Her inordinate loguacity’’, he said, ‘‘ that passion for information, the
innumerable questions she asks, her prosiness, the way she goes on and on—it is
a sign of her clamouring virginity. A lover would bring her peace.” After careful
consideration the young and handsome radio-operator was selected to fill the role.
His objections were ruled, he was primed with helpful advice and instructed to at
naturally. The expected happened, Miss Reid became a different and a subdued persi?
and, for the rest of the voyage all was quiet on board. But the reaction of Miss Reid's
change on themselves was something that neither the captain nor the sagacious doctor
had reckoned with. She was admittedly a good old soul, and it somehow made then
feel highly uncomfortable to think that they had played a trick on her. This uneasy
conscience pricked them into vying with each other to show her consideration in every
thing till she got down at Plymouth, happy, though a little perplexed. Miss Reid's
conversation, the hatching of the plot to silence her, and the unexpected effect of her
change on the comspirators—are all described with delicious humour.

It is the present reviewer’s conviction that Somerset Maugham is one of the great
short-story writers of the world. Experience, observation and imagination work
together in him to produce the most fascinating patterns of events. His stories, &
he has often said, have a beginning, a middle and an end. He does not believe 1
beginning just anywhere and with anything and trusting to luck or inspiration to
see him through. In his youth he had carefully studied Maupassant and had Jearnt.
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therefore, the value of discipline in the selection and careful ordering of %acts and
of precision and clarity in narrating them. He admires Chekov for his g'rfts' but
he avoids the methods Chekov followed. Chekov, more often than not, had no }story
to tell. His anecdotes, stripped of their trimmings, ‘are insignificant and sometimes
inane; whereas Maugham by nature and nurture is, above all, a story-teller. His
other great merit is his power to individualize his characters.. He seems to be fright-
fally interested in them as persons. They are not, as in Chekov, strange, groping

3

ectoplasms that melt into each other, but distinct, and very much alive.

The force and precision of his style have elicited admiration even in votaries of
other gods. His prose is a mod¢1 of clarity, vigour and grace, which it is exhilarat-
ing to read after the looseness and obscurity of many modern experiments in
technique. The simplicity and directness of his narration proceed from his absorb-
ing interest in his theme. He is not interested in experiments in technique. As he
puts it himself: * The artist is absorbed by his technique when his theme is of no
pressing interest to him. When he is obsessed by his topic he has not much time
to think of the artfulness of his presentation.”’

It is difficalt even for Mr. Maugham to add to his already great reputation as a
story-teller, but ‘‘ Creatures of Circumstance '’ will eertainly not detract ome whit
from it.

SOMNATH MAITRA

(111)

SARAT CHANDRA: MAN AND ARTIST—By S. C. Sen Guera. Published by
Saraswaty Library, Colege Street Market, Calcutta. Price Rs. 5/-.

The hours of study devoted to ‘ Sarat Chandra: Man and Artist’ by Dr. S. C.
Sen Gupta were spent both agreeably and profitably. A companion volume to the
author’s Bengali work on Saratchandra which appeared sometime ago a.n.d at once
claimed attention, the present work makes delightful and stimulating readmg,' carry- .
ing its reader smoothly through its 127 pages, written in fascinating and fehcm(?us
English. As a distinguished student and Professor of English literature, as an Indian
interpreter of George Bernard Shaw, and as a literary critic who is read and quoted
extensively by our students of literature, Dr. Sen Gupta naturally rouses great
expectations when he speaks—expectations which, to a large extent., have been ful-
filled in the present neatly written monograph. Those who' are widely and deeply
read in Saratchandra and those whose ideas on Saratchandra are based more up.on
2 conventional regard or disregard than upon a close first-hand acqyaintance with
all his works will be equally benefited by this work and roused ‘to active and wholf-
some musings and searchings of value. The masterly analysis of Saratchandra’s
short stories and novels contained in the present volume has really been very helpft.ﬂ.
refreshing and illuminating. One thing we feel, however, should be no'ted 'wh1le
tecording our appreciation of Dr. Sen Gupta's work. -That much of the 'll.fe-hxstory
of Saratchandra which has been public knowledge by now has been utilized very
Jleverly in this work for the purpose of interpreting his literature, some o?f the. Yvell—
known heroes and heroines of the novelist having been traced back to their orlgma'mls
in life. But an over-emphasis laid on Saratchandra’s comparatively uneventful life
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for the understanding of his literature and the interpretation of his philosophy o
life, if he has any, is likely to be disappointing and misleading, sometimes. 0"
more point. The foundations on which has been laid the greatness of Saratchandra
as a humanist and literary artist are perhaps deeper than his powers and achiee-
ments as a clever analyst of forbidden feminine love, as the learned author of te
present work is himself very well aware. With these few words we commend to te
reading public this highly instructive and entertaining volume from the
distinguished literary critic of our days.

Janardan Chak

FAREWELL TO DR. SRIKUMAR BANERIJEE

LARGE and distinguished gathering of present and past members of Presidency

College met in its Physics Theatre on January, 1947, to bid farewell to Dr
Srikumar Banerjee, till lately Head of the English Department of the College, ad
now Ramtanu Lahiri Professor of Bengali, Calcutta University. The feeling thet
Dr. Banerjee’'s departure marked the end of an epoch in the history of the Cdlee
lent an unusual solemnity to the occasion. The proceedings started with ‘Mangala-
charanam’ by Prof. Gaurinath Shastri and a song by girl students of the Colege.
The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Phanibhusan Chakravarti, an old pupil of Dr. Banerjee,
presided. High tributes to Dr. Banerjee's scholarship, his critical acumen, his
literary contributions, his inspiring teaching of English poetry and his many-sided
accomplishments were paid by the President, Mr. W- C. Wordsworth, Mr. S. N
Guha Roy, i.e.s.. Prof. P. K. Guha and Prof. Hirendranath Mukherji on behalf of
ex-members of the College; by Dr. M. Q. Khuda and Prof. S. N. Maitra on behalf
of the staff; and by Mr. Sudhindranath Gupta on behalf of present students of tre
College. Dr. Banerjee made a fitting reply in course of which he deprecated tre
growing tendency among students to judge studies purely by their utilitarian value
and warmly supported the remark made by Mr. Wordsworth that English was ro
longer an alien tongue but one of the Indian vernaculars. A farewell address and a
Bet of Bengali books were presented to Dr. Banerjee as a token of their esteem ad
regard by the staff and students of the College.

Again the Post-Graduate and Honours students of English of the College net
Dr. Banerjee on February 15, 1947 to pay their homage to him on the occasion of his
departure. The meeting was carried on in a homely atmosphere, only the studentes
concerned and the professors of the English Department attending. An address,
embroidered on silk, was presented to Dr. Banerjee. Two songs of Rabindranath
befitting the spirit of the occasion were sung, and there were light refreshments. In
course of his reply, which he made in Bengali, the venerable professor recountd tre
ideal relation amongst professors and students of this College in the old days and
said that just as those professors inspired the students, the students were devoted ©
them. He advised the students not to dissipate their energies in frivolous pursits
and never to forget the principal avocation of their student-life. Dr. Banerjee ended
by saying that he had learnt as much from the students of this College as the students
said they had learnt from him and thus the relationship had been one of reciprocal
gain. A photograph, taken after the meeting, appears elsewhere.

The copy of the two addresses is given below.
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(1)

Professor SRIKUMAR BANERIJEE, m.a.,

uulramymaddtremmmd”%m@ S
A et Hed  te Demmet o BYG, | oose Gl

3IS,

On the occasion of your departure from our College after a long and distinguished
pericd of service, we offer you our sincere tribute of love and esteem.

Sir, your great reputation as a teacher and a scholar has reached to the ends of
this Province and beyond. For long it has drawn to this College from distant pupils
whoe eager expectations have been more than fulfilled. In the years to come we
shell remember with feelings of pride and pleasure that we were students of
Presidency College when you were teaching here—a privilege which those who come
after us will, alas, not enjoy. We shall recall the delight of listening to you as you
revealed the riches of English poetry and imparted to us a perception of values in
literature, and an appreciation of the beauty of words. Our hearts are heavy at the
thought that you will teach us no more, and that a glory has departed from; this
College that will not soon return.

S, you have left this College only to assume higher responsibilities. The sad-
sess of parting is somewhat lightened for us at the thought that all the powers of
yout mind, and your unflagging enthusiasm for work, will now be turned from the
teaching of an alien tongue and a foreign literature to the great task of encouraging
ad directing the study of our own glorious language and literature in our noblest
tenple of learning.

As we regretfully bid you farewell, Sir, we pray for your long life, and continued
health and pace of mind.

Your grateful and admiring pupils

Calcutta, of
Jaittary i, 1947 PRESIDENCY COLLEGE, CALCUTTA
(rm
To
PRortssoE SRIKUMAR BANERJEE, m.a., b.l., ph.D,,
Qi fis rdirenet a5 Hed o tre Dmmm d Hgish
F?escErw(Ijlega Glata
Sis,

This is a sad day. We assemble here to bid you farewell. It is both our
' privilege aad our misfortune. Privilege, bcause, as the last batch of students who
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had the enviable opportunity of studying at your feet, we were not denied thy
unique experience. Misfortune, because it fell on us rather than those who shogq
follow us to witness the snmapping of an association of more than thirty years,

It never occurred to us that such a day would or might come. You have beey
with Presidency College for so long a time that we would never think of you as some.
thing apart from it. To us you always seemed an inseparable part of it, a necessary
element in its cultural structure, a formative influence on its admirable tradition,
To us you were always associated with that brillfant series of luminaries, with
professors like Derozio, Richardson, Tawney, Mann, Percival, James, Manomohan
Ghosh, Prafulla Chandra Ghosh and Rabindranarayan Ghosh—men who mads
Presidency College what it is. It is our pride that we knew intimately at least one
of them; in fact, the last of the giants. It has been as we said, a unique experience,
something we shall always be glad and grateful to look back to.

Sir, as we part from you, we remember, with shame, how unworthy we have
been of you, and, with gratitude, the charity with which you treated our numerous
failings.

We beg to remain,

Sir,
Ever yours indebtedly,
Presidency College, HONOURS & POST-GRADUATE STUDENTS
February 15, 1947, OF ENGLISH LITERATURE,
CaLcurTa Presidency College

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We  are grateful to Mr. Rabindrachandra Ghosh, Barristér-at-Law (alumnus
1915-19) for the gift of two pictures of great interest, prepared from two old photo-
graphs in his possession and mounted and framed at his own expense. Both the
pictures have been hung up in the Arts Library Hall. One of them shows a group
a particularly brilliant one, of Presidency College alumni of the year 1894. The
group includes the following:—Dwarkanath Mitra (afterwards Judge, Calcutta High
Court); Taritkanti Baksi (afterwards Principal in the Indian Educational Service
College of Science, Nagpur); Nripendranath Sarkar (afterwards Knight, Advocate-
General: Calcutta High Court, and Law Member with the Government of India):-
Prafullachndra Datta (afterwards Judge, Small Causes’ Court, Calcutta); Dakshina-
ranjan Ghosh (afterwards, of the Bengal Civil Service); Jnansaran Chakravarti (after-
wards Dewan Bahadur and Accountant-General, U. P.); Charuchandra Datta (after-
wards District and Sessions Judge, Bombay); Dwijendranath Gooptu (afterwards @
doctor); Charuchandra Ghose (the donor’s father; afterwards Knight and Judge,
sometime Acting Chief Justice, Calcutta High Court); Pravaschandra Mitra (after-
wards Knight and Member of the Executive Council, Bengal); Surendranath
Mukherji (afterwards Vakil, Alipore Court); Bhupendranath Mitra (afterwards Knight,
Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council, and High Commissioner for India in the
U. K.); Brajendralal Basu (afterwards Vakil at Ranchi); Brajendralal Mitra (after
wards Knight, Law Member with the Government of India, Advocate-Geperal:
Federal Court, Dewan: Baroda State, and, lately, officiating Governor of Bengal).
This picture, incidentally, throws interesting sidelight on student-fashions in dress Qf/
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fose days.! The other picture shows the same group nine years later in
mming four absentees, viz., Taritkanti Baksi, Brajendralal Basu, Dwi'endr;?zgl;
Gooptu, and Brajendralal Mitra (then away in England for higher st'udies)] In 1
pwarkanath Mitra, Prafullachandra Datta, Charuchandra, Ghosh, Pravascha'ndra ng(t)f:;
ad Surendranath Mukherji were practising lawyers at different places; Nripendra-
mth Sarkar was a Munsif at Barasat; Dakshinaranjan Ghosh, a Deput;r Mapistrate
st Howrah; Charuchandra Datta, a member of the Indian Civil Service; Bhugendra-
mth Mitra, an assistant in the Accounts Department, Government of India; and

Jnansaran Chakravarti, an Enrolled Officer (he had come out first in the Indian Audit
md Accounts Examination in 1898).

OUR CONTEMPORARIES

We acknowledge with thanks the rece\ipt of the following periodicals since
January, I947:-—

1. Journal of the Benares Hindu University

2. Allahabad University Magazine

3. The Beacon (Government College Magazine, Lyallpur)
4. The Presidencian (Madras Presidency College Magazine)
5. The Ravi (Government College Magazine, Lahore)

6. The Dyal Singa College Magazine, Lahore

7. The Union Magazine; D. A. V. College, Lahore

8. The Murray College Magazine, Sialkot

9. The Meerut College Magazine.

10. St. Xavier's College Magazine, Calcutta

17. The Scottish Church College Magazine, Calcutta

12. The Ashutosh College Magazine, Calcutta

13. City College Magazine, Calcutta

14. Vidyasagar College Magazine, Calcutta

15. The Bangabasi College Magazine, Calcutta

16. St. Paul’s College Magazine, Calcutta

17. Fazlul Haq Muslim Hall Arnual, Dacca

18. Serampore College Students’ Chronicle

19. Nirnaya (Bengali)

20. Banglar Katha (Bengali)

———————

1 This picture is published elsewhere.
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Editors :

1014-15 PRAMATHA NaTH Banerjes, B.A.
1915-16 MoHiT KuMar SEN GupTa, B.A.
1916-17 MoHIir KuMarR SEN GupTa, B. A.
1917-18 Saroj KuMar Das, B. A.
1918-19—AMIvA KUMAR SEN, B.A.

1919-20 ManMooDp Hassan, B. A.

1920-21 PHIrOZE E. DusTOOR, B. A.

1921-22 SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE, B. A.

1921-22 BRAJAKANTA GUHA, B. A.

1922-23 UMA PRrASAD MOOKERJEE

1923-24 SuBODH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA

1924-25 SuBopH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA, B. A.

1925-26 AsiT KrisHNA MUKHERJEE, B. A.
192627 HuMmavun Z. A, KaBir, B. A.

1927-28 HIRENDRA NATH MUKHERJEE, B.A.

1928-29 SuniT KuMar INDRA, B. A. -
1929-30 TARAKNATH SEN, B. A.

1930-31 BHABATOSH DaTTA, B. A.

1931-32 AJit NATH Roy, B. A.

1932-33 SACHINDRA KUMAR MAJUMDAR, B. A.
1933-34 NIKHILNATH CHAKRAVARTY, B. A.
1934-35 ARDHENDU Baksi, B. A,

1935-36 Karipas LaHiri, B. A.

1936-37 Asox MiTRra, B. A.

1937-38 BimaL CHANDRA SINHA, B. A.
1938-39 PraTAP CHANDRA SEN, B, A.
1938-39 NIRMAL CHANDRA SEN GUPTA, B. A.
1939-40 A. Q. M. Mauivppin, B. A. '
1040-41 NaNILAL BANERJEE, B. A.

194I-42 ARUN BANERJEE, B. A. :

. 1942-47 No Publication Due to Govt. Circular Regarding
Paper Economy

1047-48 SUDHINDRANATH GUPTA, B. A.

Printed by P. C. Chatterjee at the Modern Art Press, 1/2, Durga Pituri Lane, Calcutta..
Edited and published by Sudhindranath Gupta, Presidency College, Calcutta.
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Greetings

THE magazine once again makes its appearance whith we hope will be
welcome to all its readers. It is nearly a year since we came out
with our last number. The interval is unusual for a quarterly. We regret

the delay.

We extend our cordial welcome to those who enter the portals of this
ancient college for the first time. It is a late welcome but the ° freshers’
will not miss the peculiar flavour of it. Another link is being forged in
the chain. A year more is added to the life of our alma mater. Yet the
years sit so lightly on her! \Her infinite variety defies the withering hand
of age, She can always inspire us to nobler efforts. The newcomers will
find out the truth of these remarks for themselves, The future beckons to

them.

In the editorial we have stressed the need for a new outlook in reshap-
ing our educational system. It is intended to serve us as a starting-point for
discussion. The time for decision has come, we have arrived at the part-
ing of ways. The problem cannot be shelved any longer.

In editing the magazine we have wrestled with an uphill task. Needless

to say, there still remains scope for improvement. We greet our readers with
the fruits of our endeavours. We tirust they shall not be disappointed.




Reading History

SHIBENDU GHOSH—Sixth Year, Hitory

HISTORY of mankind is a continuous process. This is fundamenta
- because the consciousness of its continuity makes it possible for us

to comprehend its essental unity. This continuity, of course, is not mechani.
cal. It is dialectical.

In course of history cpposites interpeneirate and syntheses are evolved.
These syntheses are qualitatively new in content and form contrasted with
their component forees. This apparent bui creative discontinuity is not
incompatible with its basic continuity. Because a synthesis must be under-
stood in relation to the forces that generate it as the present includes the
past. Again in coufse of their constant interaction forces reach a stage when
synthesis can be reached only through a break from the past; hence this
apparent  discontinuity. .

Society grows, and this process is continuous. In a particular setting,
it assumes a particular get-up—a social system that ensures its maximum
progress. Social progress is attained through the struggle of man against
environment—the criterion of progress is production, In course of this
struggle new social forces are generated. The existing system of production,
or broadly speaking, social system, is found comparatively less capable of
exploiting the productive forces and so eventually comes into conflict with
the forces that herald a new set of productive relations. A synthetic order
emcrges out of this conflict. History thus moves dialectically. But history
hardly moves in a straight line. In course of the interaction of forces, change
of front is frequent; friction of forces that are potentially mutually exclusive
is abandoned midway, The anomaly persists to make the struggle for synthe-
sis long and bitter. The English bourgeois feudal rapprochement, the Bis-
marckidn readjustment, the bourgeois-feudal entente of Japan in 1867 and
of China in 1927 are all examples of this process. It also happens that social
forces, generated in a country of comparative material advancement collide
with similar forces in other countries. The lay out of social forms accounts
for the timing of the emergénce of new forces. Internal conflict inside a social
force such as capitalism, that inevitably tends to be a world force and ulti-
mately turn monopolistic, inhibits its harmonious development in different
countries, and this develops into a major contradiction inside the social force.
This explains the extraordinary réle of the colonial bourgeosie and recom-
mends new solution, New Democracy.
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Any teleological view of history is also erroneous. To think that history
follows a particular pattern to achieve pre-conceived end is a subjective
superimposition. ~ History moves dialectically.

History is a unity. The multiplicity of events that tends to baffle inte-
frating insight can be organised into a systematic unity. Events that ap-
pear independent of each other are to be related to a complexity of forces
that in the final analysis are resolved into a basic force—the ultimate deter-
minant. This of course must not be overstressed to make history a mechanical
mity. History is a living process. The basic force itself is never constant
n form and it explains progress. Though the ultimate determinant it does
1ot always exert itself decisively. It generates many subsidiary forces that
ogether constitute the quantum of forces that determine the course of history
hrough their constant interaction. ‘Fyench Philosophy’ was but a subjective
eflex of the objective conditions obtaining at the time but it might have
been immediately responsible for shaping the thoughts and actions of many

-4 leader of the Great Revolution. Thus in the period of transition until one
systeni is thoroughly replaced by another, an aggregate of intermediary forces
operate. This is why the diversity of history is as real as its unity.

There have been many attempts at interpreting history. It has been found

that great men could not or cannot do whatever théy like. Napoleon, the
“ Jacobin of yesterday, could not be the father of a new world however much he
desired to be so or Bismarck, the good old Prussian Junker could not but be
a colonial man with all his dislike for it. It is clear that great men represent
a social force and can move only so long as that force does not exhaust itself.
Greatness consists in the apprehension of a social force and in the conscious
‘effort to assist its implementation. It is also patent that an event in isola-
tion is meaningless while to attribute it to accidents without trying to discover
its causal determination is senseless.

" To interpret an historical event it is necessary to discover its cause and
also to deduce its effect. So it must be linked up with other events and
finally causally related to the social force that underlies it. Th(? importance
of an event consists in the service it renders to the social force it represents.

The dialectical character of the development of history as opposed to the
complacent view of mechanical progress or the romantic ardour fOf complete
separation from the past, was comprehended by Utopians like St. Simon, who
also siw how increasingly economics had come to bear upon the course of
politics. But their typical imperfection was, their failure t.o deduce 'correc?ly
from the general law of social development they approximated. Causahty
of history can be discovered only by the materialist. A. correc.t Vmatenallstlc _
approach by unfolding the causality of history maFes it possxl?le for us to
understand the present. This consciousness can be integrated with a synthe-
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tic vision of the future—this philoscphy of history thus becomes essentially
a philosophy of action.

Materialistically viewed, history thus appears to be a dialectical contip.
uity with a dynamic unity. It must not be confused with economic monism
and should also be gnarded against pluralist confusion.

Human history, it may be said in one sense, has not begun at all. But
to prepare ourselves for the history of mankind as a unit after the intra-
specific struggle has ended, we must read and read correctly the history of
the period of pre-history.

Professor F. J. Rowe

Sir Jadunath Sarkar, K.T., C.L.E., D.LITT.

I

NE cannot speak of Professor F. J. Rowe without bringing in his
comrade-in-arms, W. T. Webb. Both were teachers of English at
the Presidency College at the same time, and they did all their literary work
jointly, But there was a basic difference between the two, which made
them exactly complementary to each other. Mr. Rowe was a man of fashion,
a bon vivant, a great mixer, and at the same time possessed of a fine
voice, a delicate wsthetic taste, and a mordant wit which played freely on
his students and colleagues alike. Mr. Webb, on the other hand, was the
exact philologist, the morose scholar, possessed of a broken voice which
made him slowly chew every word out of his mouth and a sickly constits-
tion which induced him to settle in a warm country like Australia on his
retirement. Mr. Rowe had at first been posted to the Krishnagar College
(probably under Mr. Lobb as Principal), and here he had that fine flower
of modern Anglo-Bengali culture, Mr. Asutosh Chaudhury (afterwards 3
Knight and a Judge of the High Court) among his pupils. Mr. Webb
came out to India as a lecturer in the La Martiniere College of Calcutta, and
after some years was taken into Government service and posted to the
Presidency College. ’

These two formed an admirable working pair, each supplying the defects
of the other. Mr. Rowe, when at Krishnagar, learnt Bengali very
well and earned the Government reward for passing in that langnage. He
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carefully kept a list of the mistakes which we Bengalis commonly make in
writing English, owing to the radical difference between the idioms of these
two languages, and he devoted one chapter (chapter VI in the new edition)
of his very useful book Hints on the Study of English to these errors, plac-
ing the correct and the popular incorrect forms of each side by side with
teasons. This highly useful book has been now entirely forgotten,—so much
the worse for our hope of learning good English. But for one full genera-
tion it was the Gospel and vade-mecum of our Matriculates. The first
version of this book, after many printings, was cast off and an entirely
1ew book written with the same title by the jointtauthors, soon after Sweet’s
Vew English Grammar and Skeat’s handy Etymological Dictionary of the
tnglish Language had come out in England. In these two works the treat-
nent of English grammar was revolutionised, it was no longer cast in the
nould of Latin grammars, but the complete difference between the Anglo-
axon tongue and Latin was recognised in the framing of the rules of
ts use and the history of its growth. Wholesale borrowings from Sweet and
tkeat, and the adaptation of the new information to the needs and capacity
f Indian boys, made the new edition of Rowe’s Hints a powerful factor
1 imposing and modernising the teaching of English grammar and idiom
in Bengal schools. The philological portion was the work of Webb, but
Rowe supplied all the practical suggestions and the Indian experience, be-
sides giving the book its form and finish.

The collaboration of Rowe and Webb in editing English classics for
Indian readers was' most happy and fruitful. Webb supplied the exact
scholarship and Rowe the asthetic criticism—the former was prosaic, the
latter poetical in temperament, intellectual bent, and favourite reading.
How superior their joint-editions are to the plays-of Shakespeare edited in
the same Macmillan’s Series for Indian Colleges, by Prof. Deighton, who has
in most cases pirated Dyce’s commentary wholesale, without drawing on his
own brain or his experience in teaching Indian youth these foreign classics.
Take up Rowe and Webb’s Cowper’s Letters or Tennyson’s Enoch Arden in
this series, and you will be at once charmed and instructed by their Editorial
Introductions, written with a mastery of the art of presentation, admirably
methodical arrangement, judicious economy of words and feli.cit_y' of lang|‘1—
age. They rival Tozer’s masterly introduction to Byron's Childe Harold in
the Clarendon Press Series, without being too deep for Indian youth. Rowe
and Webb also edited a short-lived English Quarterly Review which they

published from Calcutta.

II
Mr. Rowe was a man of delicate taste, both VYithit‘l and without. He
nsed to come with a bandage of white linen round his middle finger, lest the
nk he used in recording our attendance should stain his finger: He was
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equally punctilious in the matter of correct English speech and writing. The
Bengali shibboleth is well-known; we often pronounce ashume (for assume),
This used to infuriate Mr. Rowe; and he would tell his class—*‘I taught your
grandfathers to say assume, 1 taught your father to say asswme, and I have
been teaching you the same thing; and yet you will not learn the correct
pronunciation.”” Another red rag to him was our habit of calling the eighth
letter of the English alphabet eck (H). Mr. Rowe would immediately cor.
rect it by making us say e-ick. At Iast he got it written in Bengali characters
as e-ich in his little Grammar (another very useful book, but now neglected)
and also in Peary Churn Sircar’s First Book of Reading (taken over by
Macmillan).

He had a dispute with Dr. C. R. Wilson about the propriety of saying
Good morning after 12 noon, one side arguing for Good afternoon, and the
other upholding Good morning on the analogy of the term ““Morning perform-
ance’’ being used in England even for shows given in the afternoon; these
are never called Evening performances, unless they are held after sunset.

As a punctilious grammarian he insisted on a comma being put after
every noun (if more than two) when they are joined by and, while the usual
practice is not to insert comma after the noun which immediately precedes
and. When Mr. Rowe was holding forth on his point, a smart student
immediately pointed out that the title page of his Hints contained the imprint
of Thacker, Spink and Company, without a comma after Spink. Mr.
Rowe wittily replied, ““ It is very bad of them. I sha}l withdraw my books
from their agency!’’ Schooling fee excited his condemnation; it should be
either school fee or simply schooling.

It will be hardly believed in Calcutta today that when in Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee year (1887) six thousand boys sat for the Matriculation
examination (then called the Entrance), people regarded it as an abnormal
and harmful expansion. The passed students who flocked to the Presidency
College to the full capacity of the class-rooms, used to rush up or down
the staircase in a tumultuous horde to occupy the best benches in the
classes of those famous professors, and the sight shook Mr. Rowe out of
his equanimity, and he used to shout at them ‘‘ Jubilee barbarians’!

When a pupil of his class used an apt phrase in construing, he was
highly delighted. I remember, when I said ‘‘So-and-so ( a character it
our book) was a trimmer,”” Mr. Rowe remarked, “ Yes, trimmer, that's it”
and he repeated the word trimmer, as a boy rolls a lozenge on his tongue'

111

On Mr.,Rowe’s wit much could be written, if his old pupils were 0
record what they saw and heard. His mastery of colloquial Bengali often
gave a fantastic turn to his conversation. One day he asked his class the
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meaning and etym(-)logy of the phrase Goo-67-betd; and remarked, ‘“ When
Inext’ get angry with my bearer, I shall abuse him by calling him a goo-6¢-
beta’” 1 1]

Another day, he regaled his class with the song:

azF fooq v coww, 3% foqm e,
fo7 o awacnizs, s13 o aven,
I IARCHI

He had overheard some ganja-smokers singing, and carefully learnt
it by rote for use among his students! -

He used to boast of the early flowering of his wit, by pretending to
be no scholar at all. It is the rule at Cambridge  that freshmen should
first call on the older students in residence. Mr. Rowe’s house had a senior
student named Reid, who distinguished himself as a classical scholar. Mr.
Rowe told us that when he called at Reid’s rooms, his first words were,
“You are Mr. Reid, I am Mr. Rowe. You have come here to read, 1
uve come here to row.”’

Sometimes his humour was too crude, when we remember the sacred
elation of preceptor and disciple between us. In the Shakespeare class,
lis stock jest was to ask a freshman (if come from a Mufassil college)
"Are you a matwral son?’’ On getting a negative reply, he would add,
‘Then you are an wanatural son?”’

It is a silly habit with many of us not to return to our classes punctually
n the day the College reopens, but to drop in one by one for a week or
wo afterwards. Mr. Rowe would taunt such late comers, when he detected
+t the time of roll-call, by asking them in Bengali, “Why are you 5o late?
Were you on a visit to your father-in-law’s house?”

“He had a very good memory for his pupils. On the opening day of
the new term, the plucked students who had been readmitted to the fourth
year class, had a very uphappy time of it with Mr. Rowe, he knew these
ud birds. One of them, name Ghulam Ghaus, failed two or three times,
nd Mr. Rowe would openly ask him, ‘‘Ghulam Ghaus, how long would
ou continue in the 4th year class?”’ [Luckily, in his third ShoF Mr.
haus passed. He had taken Honours in Arabic, and by threatening to
xpose the poor knowledge of Arabic possessed by the Senior Maulvi of the
‘llege, who was always the examiner, Mr. Ghaus secured 90 p.c. marks
| Honours Arabic, his shortage in another subject was condoned, he pass-
1, and as a Muslim Honours man was at once appointed a Deputy Collec-

r.) . )

Mr. Rowe was a trenchant critic of what used to be called * Baboo
aglish.”” It is well-known to old people that Babu Sisir Kumar Ghose
liberately wrote unidiomatic English in order to give a piquant flavour fo,
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his Amrita Bazar Patrika, excite the laughter of his English readers, and
increase the circulation of his paper. Most British officers subscribed to
that paper in the names of their bearers! Mr. Rowe used to bring copies
of the Amrita Bazar to-his class and correct the glaring howlers. Once he
remarked, ‘‘ If you want to unlearn the English language, read the Amrila
Bazar Patrika’.

There was great racial asperity in those days between the English
writers in India anfl educated Indians whose speeches and writings were
often publicly stigmatized by these English authorities (Mr. Rowe among
them) as Baboo English. Mr. N. N. Ghose (Principal of Vidyasagar’s
College) who wrote a purer ‘and sweeter English prose than anyone else,
black or white, in India, felt this slur keenly; and one day in his paper
The Indign Nation, he pilloried a lapse from correct English on the part
of one of these Englishmen as illustrating the real learning of *‘those Anglo-
Indians who write little but criticize much’’; this was a hit at Mr. Rowe.
But his sharp criticism did us, his pupils, immense good, and we must be
thankful to him. \

v

It is with a feeling different from gratitude that I turn to another side of
Mr. Rowe’s activity. Mr. H. M. Percival, a Eurasian of Bengal, after pass
ing the Intermediate Examination (then called the First Examination it
Arts) from the Presidency College, went to the London University on a Gilchrist
Scholarship won by competition, took the M.A. there, and on retu?
to India was appointed a lecturer at the Presidency College, on one-third It
pay than his British colleagues with similar English degrees, (just as Sit
J. C. Bose and Sir P. C. Ray were later). In a few years, Mr. Percivals
incredibly varied and deep learning, tireless industry, and devotion to the
education of his pupils, won for him a popularity which can be more justly
described as adoration for a deity. Some of the European professors Te-
garded him as American whites would look tipon a' Negro admitted to theif
hotel, and Mr. Rowe contrived a practical joke against him. Mr. C. H.
Tawney was the Principal of the College, and his head cha;bmssee was
Bakhtawar, a tall and'fat bearer, who long used to be seen carrying hi
master’s japanned despatch-box and preceding Mr. Tawney in his daily
walks from the Presidency College to the Senate House, where Mr. Tawney
acted as the Registrar of the University, for an allowance, while the oﬂice
work was done by the Assistant Registrar, the dreaded Troilokya Banerji
Now, this Bakhtawar had seen Mr. Percival as a mere lad reading in the
lower classes of the same College only a few years before,-and so he gill
looked upon him as a backcha and had no hesitation in taking a bribe from
Mr. Rowe and one day addressing Mr. Percival thus in the Professors’ Co
mon Room while distributing the class rolls among them?
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Bakhtawar: —Sahib, I want to say something to you.

Percival: —Go on.

Bakhtawar : —Sahib, you should marry. For, if you die now, Gov-
'mment would take all your property; but if you have a wife, your Bibi
vill be abple to keep it.

Mr. Percival growled out, ““Get away,” and himself left the room.

\ll this) time Mr. Rowe was sitting down near by, pretending to read a
rewspaper, with which he concealed his face and his chuckle. :

Poor Bakhtawar afterwards used to beat his breast and tell the students,
‘Ah! Rowe sahib has ruined me. Percival sahib used to give me Rs. 10/-
as buckshish every year at Puja time, but since I-spoke to him at Mr.
Rowe’s suggestion, he has never paid me any tip.”’

The antipathy between them was fundamental: Mr. Percival’s scholar-
ship was minute, deep but prosaic, of ‘the heavy German type with no
grain of sweetness and sometimes apt to be hypercritical. Mr. Rowe was
a writer of the French type, elegant, terse in words, @sthetic, if rather shallow.
When Rowe edited a certain English classic for Macmillan, he himself wrote
a review of it and sent it to the Indian Daily News (Mr. Digby, editor) over
the 51gnature of his favourite pupil Harinath De; it contained the sen-
tence,—‘“ The Editor has wisely tried to help the student without overwhelm-
ing him with the weight of his erudition.”” The last portion was a hit at
Mr. Percival.

Let me, however, close on a pleasanter note. Mr. Rowe, with great
labour and working extra time, checked and rearranged the vast library of
he Presidency College in 1893-04, after frauds had been detected in it.

\4

No account of Professor Rowe in my time—would be complete with-
out a reference to his little boy. One day Professor Rowe was presiding
at the prize distribution ceremony of the City Collegiate School, and he had
brought the boy with himself, to keep him out of mischief at home pro-
bably. The headmaster was reading a long soporific annual report full of
moral platitudes; Mr. Rowe was leaning back helplessly in his chair; the boys
were dressed in white, everybody was grave and on his best behaviour, as
al a funeral. But Master Rowe made the place lively, I tell you. Bored
by the endless talk, he slipped down from his chair, crawled under the
green baize of the President’s table, popped his head up, and ducked it
down again, and passing under the chairs of the grave old men in the
front benches, stood erect in the back lines! The younger audience durst
not laugh, nor could they check their rising mirth at his comic by-play.

The same year or a year later, the annual sports for Indians, organised
by Mr. Lee (Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation) were being held in
2
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the Maidan. Mr. Rowe, Dr. Whitehead (of the Oxford Mission,_ not ye
enthroned as Bishop of Madras) and other great men were superintending
the events with their official badges on their coats. And lol ‘t%lere Wag
Master Rowe running about the field with a big red cockade on his breast
We cried out to ourselves, ‘* What! Is Master Rowe too one of the Stewards
of the Course?”’ In fact, he had given his father no peace till he had
been decorated like him.

[Rowe, F. J.—Inspector of Schools, Presidency Division. Took wp 4th
Year English Classes in Presidency College for 3 months in 1879-80, whe
Mr. Tawney, was officiating as Director of Public Instructions. Professor of
English, 1883-89. Thrice officiated as Principal of the College, and wis
confirmed as such. -3rd January, 1889. Retired 2nd  July, 1889~
PresSIDENCY COLLEGE REGISTER.]

Some Aspects of the Philosophy of
Mahatma Gandhi

JiTENDRA NaTH MAHANTY —Sixth Year, Philosophy
I

The supreme message of Gandhiji is the message of a spiritual reintegra-
tion of the individual and society. (This is the thesis, that we shall elaborate
in the present paper). Gandhiji views the present industrial civilisation, with
all its problems exactly in the same way in which Shri Krishna of the Bhagabat
Gita viewed the psychological crisis in the personality of Arjuna. The teach-
ings of the Bhagabat Gita relate to a crisis.of supreme importance in the
history of mankind. If Arjuna represents the full-fledged individual of a
great material and moral civilisation, the opening chapter of the Gita shows
us a complete disintegration in his personality. He is unnerved;
the different elements and ideals, constititing his personality are in conflict
with one another.  The battle of Kurukshetra is the symbol of a
similar disintegration in the collective life of society. Shri Krishna comes
with the message of re-integrating the individual on a new spiritual basis.
Gandhism is to be viewed in a similar context.

The greatest malady, probably, of the presents industrial civilisation is
the psychological and spiritual disintegration, that has taken place in indvi-
dugl and social life. Man has lost faith in any fixed and unchangeable
value. Suspicion, frustration and a sense of insecurity are determining the
individual and, more so, the collective behaviour of mankind. All aggressions
are due to a sense of insecurity and fear; and these latter are being matured
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by the growing neurosis, psychoneurosis and the gradual dissolution of all
faith in values. The discontents of our civilisation are written large on its face.

Gandhiji’s message is meant for this weary world. Gandhism is a new
integral culture, viewing human life as one, and as one integral whole. The
modern man’s life has been disintegrated into separate watertight chambers.
The modern industrial worker, father of the church, politician in the
U. N. O.—each is a multiple-personality. He swears by Truth, Non-violence
and Peace, but has no faith in their workability. Sundays alone are reserved
for ethical investigations, the rest of the week for political intrigues. Sun-
days are not weekdays, so also ethics are not politics. Why confuse between
them? Gandhiji is accused of this arbitrary confusion. Yet, this is the
supreme message of Gandhiji. Life js one whole. There is no distinction
between Sundays and weekdays, between the individual and the collective
spheres, between politics and ethics in life. So long as you persist in making
this artificial distinction, you perpetuate all the weary problems of your
civilisation. It is no use swearing by peace and other godly values. They
are to be instilled into one’s life-blood. Life is to be moulded according
to one absolute, but dynamic principle. Such is the basic principle of the
Gandhian culture. But it has two principal constituents; and we shall call
these “‘greater’’ spirituality and ‘‘greater’’ ahirsa.

II

Gandhiji’s is not a world-negating spirituality. Truly speaking, Gandhiji
has not given us any philosophy of God, although some of his utterances
are pregnant with supreme philosophical implications. His main contribution
consists in a clear establishment of the relation between the spiritual and
the socio-economic life. He even claims to have discovered or rediscovered
many of the hidden potencies of spiritual life. He claims to have been a
life-long experimenter in this field. Herein we can trace the tradition of
the active mysticism of the Upanishads and the Bhagabat Gita. In more
Tecent times, we find the emergence of Gandhiji against the background of
the Indian Spmtual Renaissance beginning with Rammohan Roy, Keshab
Chandra Sen, down through the Sri Ramakrishna Vivekananda movement
to the pure spiritualism of Sri Aurobindo. One common feature of this
renaissance consists in giving a new turn to man’s spiritual life, a new har-
nessing of the unfathomable potencies of mysticism. And, Gandhiji can
truly be characterised as embodying this feature at its best, and in its most
developed form. It is wrong to characterise this type of ‘active mysticism,’
as Bergson does,* as foreign to Indian culture, and as born of the impact
of Christianity and the modern industrial civilisation. Its sources lie directly
in the mysticisms of the Vedas and of the Upanishads and of the Gita and

* Bergson: Leo Deux Sources De La Morale Ef De La Religion, P- 241.
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in the unbroken line of India’s religions teachers. Gandhiji is a true inheritor
of this mighty tradition.

For Gandhiji, there is no distinction between this world and the other
world, between the natural and the super-natural. ‘‘There is no such thing
as the other world. All worlds are one. There is no ‘here’ and no ‘there’.
As Jeans has demonstrated, the whole universe including the most distant
stars, invisible even through the most powerful telescope in the world, is
compressed in an atom.’”” There are no different laws for this world and for
heaven. ‘“The universe is compressed in the atom. There is not one law
for the atom and another for the universe.*

Gandhiji’s conception of God is not that of the Advaita Vedantist. That
is to say, he is not a Mayavadin. His is rather the Bhagabat Gita’s con-
ception of ‘Purusottama,” which combines and transcends the personal and
impersonal, static and dynamic aspects. Often he speaks, in the Bergsonian
strain, of God as one with the change, as determining the change from within
it. But God is also the moral Ruler from above, the supreme Law-giver,
the administrator of ‘dharma’. Yet his is not the Christian theist’s personal
God. God is, in the end, identified with that Law and Trath. Truth is God;
and not merely that God is Truth. It is faith in God, in Law, that
determined Gandhiji’s thought and activity. This law of Dharma is also
the Law of our Being, the truth of our existence, the truth of our History.

Gandhiji believed in History, and his faith in History constitutes an
essential part of what has been characterised as his ‘‘Greater Spirituality.”
His categonical faith in History is certainly a new phenomenon in Oriental
mysticism. Aldous Huxley, in his recent book Perennial Philosophy points
out that those who believe in Absolute Value do not believe in History,
those who believe in Time advocate violence, and those alone who believe
in Eternity resort to Non-violence. Gandhiji’s life and thought prove the
inadequacy of this series of anti-theses. He believed in Absolute Value; yet
he believed,—and acted upon that belief—in History; he believed in Time,
yet he stands as the supreme high-priest of Non-violence.

But though Gandhiji believed in History, he did not, like the Italian
Neo-Idealists Croce and Gentile, or even like Marx, identify Reality with
History. History is real; but Reality is not History. The Law of Dharma,
tl'fe law of our Being, progressively realises itself in History. “‘If love or non-
v'1olence be not the law of our being, the whole of my argument falls to
pieces; and there is no escape from a periodical recrudescence of war, each
suceeding one outdoing the preceding one in ferocity.”” * * * “If
love was mot the law of life, life would not have persisted in the
midst of death. Life is a perpetual triumph over the grave. If there is 2
fundamental distinction between man and beast, it is the former’s progressive

s

¥ Gandhiji: Non-Violence in Peace and War. (Nabajiban Press), p. 465
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recognition of the law and its application in practice to his own personal
life. All the saints of the world, ancient and modern, were, each according
to his light and capacity, a living illustration of that supreme Law or Being.
That the brute in us seems so often to gain an easy triumph is true enough.
That, however, does not disprove the law. It shows the difficulty of prac-
tice,. How should it be otherwise with a Law which is as high as Truth
itself?”’*  (Nom-violence in Peace and War, p. 141.)

This passage and many others show that Gandhiji had a philosophy of
History. > He was not a mere humanist, a mere Utopian, dreaming of and
haphazardly striving for an ideal world. He had found a real link between
the ideal and the real. This is the Law of Dharma, which is also the law
of our Being, of our History. Of course, his is not a clear cut philosophical
wystem like that of Marx, or of Hegel. Gandhiji was not an academic think-
i1, nor could he have consistently given a mechanical formula for world-
rstory. For he did not believe in the concepts of determinism and inevita-
bility. But, in any case, he did uphold throughout his life and activity
the idea of Progress in History. Unlike sceptics like Spengler, Gandhiji
believed in the universal possibility of progress. But he had no faith in an
historical determinism. Here he differs from the Marxist. His faith in pro-
gress was not blind i.e. he did not believe in the inevitability of progress
in due course. The historical determinist believes that even if we let the
present way of things go as it likes, we shall be moving forward. For the
Marxist, progress means carrying the present forces, present values towards
their logical, or rather mechanical end. Everything else that suggests a
complete change-over of the present forces is reaction, retrogression. Gandhiji
did not believe that history is always progressive. It may be that, in calling
the present ways progressive we might be only justifying our own sense of
values and prejudices. Impartially speaking, events of the world do not
tell us that the present state of things will of itself lead us to progress.
Quite possibly, and many a savant is feeling this necessity—a ‘‘transvaluation
f values”” may be necessary. We may have to accept newer values in
individual and collective lives; and this new value should be in accordance
vith the law of our Being, the Law of Dharma, the Law of love. Gandhiji

* A similar idea is expressed more explicitly by Tolstoy in hls”reply to young
Rolland’s letter to him. ‘‘ Let but man follow this line of reasoning, Tolstoy writes,
“and life would appear before him in quite a different aspect as it had never done
vefore. The creatures destroy onme another, no doubt, but they also love one another
and practise mutual aid. Life is not sustained by destruction but by Reciprocity of
love amongst living beings and this is translated within my heart into Love. So far
as I could survey the march of the world, I see that the progress of Humanity is due
to this principle of Reciprocation. Our Hisfcory is nothing .but the progressive clgaring |
up of the conception and application of this unique principle of the solidarity of all
beings. This reasoning is corroborated by the experience of History as well as by

~

ersonal isation.’”
P st o he first letter of Rolland to Tolstoy: Translated by Dr.

Tolstoy’s reply to t . .
Kalic(las Na}é frorﬁ yoriginal French and published in The Modern Review, Calcutta,

January, 1927.)
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never predicts that the world will inevitably accept his gospel of Non.
violence. His faith is only that if the world turns towards him, he cag
help it. The West wants to eat the cake and have it too. Gandhiji emph-
sizes this ‘if’ as the only possible means of salvation.

The fundamental difference between the Gandhian way and the Marxist
point of view consists in the former’s faith in an absolute value. For Marx.
ism, there is no absolute value; values change according to the economic and
class structure of society.* There is no ‘‘ought’ in Marxian ethics. Marx
would call Gandhiji a ‘‘reformist”, a ‘“Utopian Socialist”, in spite of all his
pious wishes.

But was Gandhiji a mere humanist? Even a superficial study of his
life and activities sufﬁc1ent1y shows that he was much more than a mere
humanitarian. True, there have been movements of humantarianism; and no
real love of humanity and its well-being can be completely free from the
sentimental touch of humanitarianism. But Gandhiji had far surpassed this.
He went to the fundamentals. He had something of the Kantian touch in
him. Rather, it would not be wrong to say that it is the Kantian Ethics
that approaches nearest to the Gandhian way” Kant’s first categorical impera-
tive shows us the way beyond mere sentimental humanitarianism. Kant's
second categorical imperative, asking us to look upon every human being
as an end-in-itself and not as a means to an end summarises perhaps the
basic principle of the Gandhian way and can alone be the basic principle
of any school that can legitimately claim the name of socialism. Kant's
third categorical imperative tells us that man, in his highest moral stature,
is self-legislative and autonomous. In the Gandhian terminology, the Law
of Dharma is also the Law of our Being.

Was Gandhiji a Utop1an? If our above discussion be true, Gandhij
had a definite ‘“Weltanschauung’’ (visva-drsti), within which one discovers
a link between the real and the ideal, the means of striving and the end fo
be attained. Unfortunately, the so-called rigid dialectics of the Marxian school
betrays the absence of such a link. For, in spite of all apologies and refer-
ences to the mysteriously-working dialectic process, it still remains unintelli
gible to rational thought, how violence can be an instrument in bringing
about a non-violent state, how growing centralisation in the hands of the
state can help the state “w1ther away’’, how a dlctatozshxp can gradually
evolve into a class-less society.. Perhaps, more *faith’ is needed to accept
the view of this school of thought, than to take up the most simple Gandhiag
thesis that ‘means’ and ‘ends’ are but reciprocal and correlative and 0
ought to be judged and evaluated by the same standard! Certainly, the
Gandhian thesis is not more Utopian than the Marxian one ; only Gandhiji
has not the audacity to pose and eulogise a counterfeit as Utopia. consummated.

* See Howard Selsam’s Socialism and Ethics.



PHILOSOPHY OF MAHATMA GANDHI 15

To sum up: since he believed in History, Gandhiji was no individualist.
No believer in History can be an individualist. On the other hand, no believer
in Absolute Value can leave all Reality to the hands of History. While
recognising the importance of the individual, as an end-in-itself, Gandhiji
hed a supremely social outlook. But socialism begins with the individual.
He himself was socialist No. 1, in word, thought and deed. This is a new
type of individualism and a new type of socialism. Such an individualism
can be easily appreciated as a pecessary corrective to the growing collective
thought of the West.

III

As to its second most important constituent, i.e. what we have named,
that approaches nearest to the Gandhian way. Kant’s first categorical impera-
of the Gandhian way; and we shall see why we call this “ Ahirhsd ”’,
“Greater Ahimmsa.” The doctrine of ‘“Ahirthsa’’ belongs to the hoary past
of India, to the Mahabharata, the Ramayana, the Gita and the Upanishads.
Yet, Gandhiji’s is a new interpretation of this tradition according to the
changing circumstances. In the past, Ahirhsd was a simple individual virtue.
No doubt Buddhism associated .much social service with individual attain-
ment. But the Buddhist outlook was more humanitarian. Gandhiji opens
up a new horizon.

It is a standing charge against Gandhiji that he misrepresents Hindu
heroism by the doctrine of non-violence. His interpretation of the Gifg is
citicised for similar distortion. It is not possible to enter here into a full
evaluation of this charge. But it is to be noted that Gandhiji admits that
Hinduism was never averse to war, just as he himself is. But he conceives
of the teaching of Hinduism, or of the Gita as essentially dynamic and not
as static dogma. The following passage may perhaps help to make the point
cear: ‘I have admitted in my introduction to the Gitéd known as Anasakti
Yoga that it is not a treatise on non-violence nor was it written to condemn
war. Hinduism, as it is practised today or has even been known to have
ever been practised, has certainly not condemned war as 1 do. What, how-
ever, I have done is to put a new but natural and logical interprfetati?n upon
the whole teaching of the Gitg and the spirit of Hinduism. Hlndm, not
to speak of other religions, is ever evolving. It has no one scnp.ture hk.e'the
Quran or the Bible. Its scriptures are also evolving and suffering addition.
The Gifa itself is an instance in point. It has given a new meaning to
‘Karma ’, ‘ Sannyasa’, ‘Yajna’ etc. ..... Anyway, 1 must disclaim any
intention of straining the meaning of Hinduism or the Gitz to suit any pre-
conceived notions of mine. My notions were an outcome of a study of the
Gita Ramayana, Mahabharata, Upanishads etc. . . . . . ” (Non-w'o{ence in
Peace and War, p. 143.) The message of the Gifa has a history of its own,
evolving around a fundamental principle. The different interpretations
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throughout the ages might be shown to be phases of the evolving message of
this scripture according to the changing circumstances.* Gandhiji has more
than oncé hinted at the possibility of such a reading of the Gita. The
Gandhian way, in its relation to Hindu tradition, should also be judged i

this context. _

Ahithsa, as the supreme moral law, as non-attachment, andsakti can be
traced to the traditional Indian wisdom. Much has been said about it. Thi
is the real basis. But we shall here deal with the other aspect of this doctrine
of Non-violence, which gives it its distinctive feature.

This aspect of the doctrine can be summed up by saying that Ahimsi isa
great social experiment, unique in the history of the world. Gandhiji has
often spoken of the science of Ahirhsd. It is a science, meant for ushering
in Rama Rdjya. Rama-Rajya is the name of a society, culture and civilisa-
tion, based on the technology of the science of Ahirhsa. From this point of
view, his philosophy of education, philosophy of art, his economics of Khadi
and decentralisation, his so-called ‘bread-labour’ theory,—all form integral
parts of his doctrine of Non-violence.

This synthesis is possible, since, for Gandhiji, the term Ahirhsi has 2
very wide connotation. Just as ‘ Truth’ does not mean mere conformity it
speech, so also ‘ Ahirhsd ’ does not mean mere abstinence from physical
injury. That is too negative to be Gandhian. Apart from the usual ethical
connotation, ‘Hirhsd’ or violence includes, in the Gandhian context, any
type of exploitation or injustice in individual or social life. Thus violence
may pertain to a means of production, a particular economic or class structure,
a school of art or thought, a mode of education, and the like. Non-violence
consists in putting an end to all types of exploitation from individual, social,
political, economic and cultural life. Gandhiji discards the modern centralised
mdustrial civilisation, precisely because its basis is rooted in exploitation of
violence. His glorification of manual labour has a similar justification.
Modern scientific technology would be admitted only in so far as it can work
in harmony with the basic principle of non-violence, non-exploitation, Mere
eentralising of it in the hands of a State-God’ would not give us that
Rama-Rajya.

Take, as an illustration, his most misunderstood, the so-called, ‘‘bread-
labour ”* theory. When Gandhiji asked a Rabindranath or a Raman to try
their hands in spinning, naturally it created a sensation among the intelli-
gentsia of our country. Many ridiculed the obstinacy of this old man. But
few grasped the real significance of what he meant. Here Gandhiji,—at least
in principle—is in the company of Marx and Rolland. Marx, Rolland and
Gandhiji—all have been bitterly conscious of the evil effects of the existence

* The best and perhaps the only work in this direction has been done by
Dr. Brojendranath Seal in a paper on the Gita in The Modern Review, July, 1930.
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of an intellectual elite, as a separate class in society. An artificial gulf
between the “‘elite”” and the proletariat or the manual labourer opens the
way for a type of exploitation, which usually escapes even the most acute
social analysis. The elité lives upon the labour of the proletariat. Rolland,
dimself an artist of the highest order; had revolted against this-artificial isola-
tionism of the elité. Gandhiji’s bread-labour theory takes its origin from this
principle. It is meant to bridge the gulf between the intellectual and the
manual labourer, so that each can be benefited by the other, without any
chance of exploitation of the one by the other. The fundamental principle
of the Basic System of Educdtion is the same.

Gandhiji thought that it is manual labour that alone could eliminate to
the maximum extent, all scope of exploitation from individual and collective
life. In all this, Tolstoy’s influence is obvious. Tolstoy’s reply to young
Rolland’s appeal gives us the best formulation of the principle. Tolstoy
wrote: ‘‘ The shortest and simplest moral formula is to take the service of
others as little as possible, and to serve others as much as possible, to demand
the least and to give the utmost possible in our relation with others.”” ... ...
*“That science and art play a false réle in our society is the result of the fact
that the so-called civilised people, headed by the scholars and artists form a
caste of their own, privileged like the priests. This caste has all the defects
of other castes, lowering and degrading the very principles under which they
organise themselves. Thus we get in place of true religion a false one, in
place of true science a false one, and the same we find in Art. It has the
fault of weighing heavily on the masses and even more, of depriving them
of that very thing which one pretends to propagate among them. This
consoling contradiction between the principles professed and their practice is
the greatest weakness of the case.”’#® '

Such is the width and vision of Gandhiji’s ¢ Ahithsa *. And the apparent
crudity and medieval tinge of his ideas must be revised in the context of the
type of society Gandhiji had been aiming at, viz., Rdma Rajya.

Even as a moral preacher of Non-violence, Gandhiji has his own dis-
tinguishing features and stands out from the uncompromising moral'ls'ts of
the past and the present. Gandhiji was more conscious of the .realltles 9f
human nature and society than any of them have been. That is why his
main contribution to the art.of ethical preaching lies in the limits that he
would gladly admit into his scheme,—limits, through whicfh onef had to
approximate gradually to the moral ideal. Grades are admlttgd .into the
scheme of non-violence; and one is not condemned simply because one has not
attained the highest status. On the other hand, Gandhiji would not let us use
the authority of the scriptures to justify any of our immoral acts ; nor would

* Tolstoy's teply to Rolland. See pp. 199, 203 of Dr. Aronson’s  Romain
Rolland. -~
3
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he let us preach non-violence from the platform, while resorting to violence
in however remote a form, in individual and collective life. It is Russel],
who in his essay on Happiness in this Modern World,* warns us against
the ethical and spiritual hypocrisy of the West, where the ** righteous indigna-
tion *’, of Christ is quoted to justify wars between nation and nation!

An eminent thinker draws a distinction between Pure Non-Violence, Pure
Violence and Coercion, which falls in between these two.. According to this
view, Gandhiji’s non-violence is not pure non-violence; rather it can be put
under the heading of ‘‘ Coercion.”” Gandhiji’s methods of Non-co-operation,
Satyagraha or Fasting are evidently coereive weapons. But this is a complete
misunderstanding of his ideas. Certainly, tht coercive element can be
detected in all collective applications of non-violence. But individual attain-
ment should always be in the direction of pure non-violence. Non-violence
in individual life and its collective application are mutually complementary.

" It is only an individual of high moral excellence who can inspire a collective
movement on non-violent lines. There is no contradiction between the two
spheres of application ; rather a progress from the one to the other is
possible. Coercion is only a stage in the process ; but in the collective sphere,
it is always an unavoidable element. Gradual approximation to the ideal
would reduce this element and would be marked by progress towards the
attainment of pure non-violence by more and more individuals.}

v

The above discussion gives us the scheme of the Gandhian message, as
characterised by us. We are to look inward and to search our own hearts.
We are asked to be more and more introvert, relying on inner faith and
inspirations. But to be introvert does not mean neglecting one’s external
duties. The Gita says: “Qa: FAg ” { Huxley so brilliantly points
out in his Peremnial Philosophy how the Jungian -classification of
‘introvert’ and ‘extrovert’ is inadequate. Huxley adds that the Gita’s’
classification -of psychological types and processes. is more scientific ‘and
adequate. Gandhiji’s message is based on that pattern.

Gandhiji’s philosophy of life is that of a supreme and integral artist.
Life is not to be renounced. But we are to enjoy, realise and manifest the
inner delight in external actions. The 'Upanishads proclaim , & g
This is no mere abstract delight ; it is to be expressed in every moment of
life. Every moment and aspect of life is to be reorganised on one basic
principle, value and faith.

* Russel:  Sceptical Fossays. .

t Note also "Prof. Arnold Toynbee’s classification of Non-Violence in his A
Study ' of History, Prof. Toynbee too betrays a similar misunderstanding of the
article - ““Non-Violence in Evolution”’ in the volume 'Non-Violence in Peace 6nd
War (Navajivan Press.) : S ' o
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A faith in absolute value is necessary to avoid much of aggression and
mental disintegration, characterising our civilisation. Aggression comes out
of fear and distrust; peace comes out of faith. Writing on “‘ The Concept
of a Normal Mind *’, Dr. Ernest Jones of, London concludes with this signi-
ficant remark: " We reach the conclusion that the nearest attainable criterion
of normality is fearlessness. The most normal person is, like Siegfried,
“angst frei ’, but we must be clear that we mean by this not merely manifest
courage, but the absence of all the deep reactions that mask unconscious
apprehensiveness. Where these are absent we have the willing or even joyful
acceptance of life, with all its visitations and chances, that distinguishes the
free personality of one who is master of himself.’’*

In the end, Gandhism seems to establish a new sense of values. This
sense of values is neither that of a Utopian visionary nor that of a blind
wtivist, neither individualistic nor merely humanitarian or altrmistic. It is
n integral way.

The Atom Bomb

DEeBA PrRASAD DutTA—Second Year, Science

A GREAT display of headlines on August 6, 1945 brought it home to all the
world that applied science had ushered in a new age, the beginning
of the atomic era. The bombs that fell on Hiroshima (Aug. 6), and Naga-
saki (Aug. 9) were man’s first attempt to utilise the basic power of the
universe for his own purpose. Until this incident in history all the power-
sources of manknd were ultimately derived from the sun. But now man
started to use the power behind the sun. In its effects on future civilization
this item of news overshadowed all other technical advances of this century.

It was John Dalton (1766-1844) a Manchester school-master who per-
suaded the scientific world that the apparently solid, liquid, or gaseous
substances were built of minutest particles, the atoms; which were indivisible
and indestructible by any procegs yet known. The history of the develop-
ment of the atom-bomb may be said to have begun with the discovery of
radio-activity by A. H. Becquerel in 1896, and the pioneer of this century
in this subject is Lord Rutherford. The possibility of the development of
atomic energy was first hinted at in scientific theory some forty years ago
(1905) when Einstein wrote his famous equation in the Theory of Relativity.

* The International Journal of Psycho Amalysis, Vol. XXIII, Part 1,
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In 1905 Einstein stated his theory of eqmvalence, E=mc? where E is the
energy in ergs, m the mass and ¢ the velocity of light. Calculations show thy
if 1 kilogram of matter is entirely converted into energy it becomes equi.

valent to 25,000,000,000. kilowatt-hours of energy, which is equal to a)
the electric power produced in- the U. S. A. in two average months. Thi
can be contrasted with the fact that the combustion of 1 kilogram pure coal
yields only 85 kilowatt-hours of emergy. The atomic theory was furthe
advanced by Lord Rutherford and Neils Bohr. Then in 1929, E. Q. Law-
rence and Robert J. Van de Graaff invented atom-smashers. The researches
of J. D. Cockroft and E. T. S. Walton also made further advances on the
theory. In 1932 J. C. Chadwick discovered the ‘neutron’ and in the same
year H. C. Urey, F. G. Brickwedde, and G. M. Murphy discovered the ‘den-
tron’. With the help deutrons Irene Curie and F. Joliot made artificil
radio-active substances. In that year Eurico Fermi, the great Italian scientit,
found that neutrons were the most suitable things to bombard atoms and he
prepared ‘super-uranium’ (atomic number 930) which was the first of the
trans-uranic elements.

For the most part of this century it was comynon knowledge in Physics
and Chemistry that the atom was not indivisible and it consisted of negatively
charged electric particles called electrons revolving round a positively charged
nucleus. The actual construction of the nucleus is not known. Bat we
know that various electric particles shoot out from the nucleus whether
they exist as such in the nucleus is another question. One of these particles
is nentron which is characterised by being neutrally charged. It is, there
fore, not particularly attracted or repelled by the electric charges of the
atom and so it has a fair chance of penetrating deep into another atom.

The nucleii of most of the chemical elements are stable, but those of
some of the very heavy atoms break down, discharging various electric
particles. They are called radio-active elements. These particles are used
by the scientists to bombard the atoms of more stable elements.

It is only in the case of very few atoms that the release of atomic enesgy
in large guantities occurs, more energy being needed to split them than the
energy derived from them after bombardment Such useful elements are
uranium, thorium etc.

Uranium, though slightly radio-active, is not particularly unstable, and
it has eight isotopes. The jsotope U235 reaches the crucial reaction of
releasing atomic energy in considerable amount. When hit by a neutron
it splits up into two rather large bits, the atoms of Barium (at. No. 56, at
wt. 137) and Krypton (at. No. 36 at. wt. 83). In addition to this it evolves
great energy and produces still more neutrons to split other Uz3 atoms. If
one has a lump of Uz3s then the process will ge on throughout the whole
lump. The amount of energy released by each atom is considerable and
there are innumerable atoms-in a lump. Therefore the total amount of .
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energy released by a small lump is tremendous. It is this release of enor-
mous energy in a minute lapse of time that constitutes the explosion of the
atom bomb. The first atom bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima had
energy equivalent to 20,000 tons of T. N.T. Subsequent researches have
increased much more energy of the atom bomb. The secret of the prepara-
tion of the atom bomb was ‘thus at last found out.

The first difficulty encountered in the preparation of the atom bomb
was to get sufficient quantity of pure Uz35. U238, i.c. the ordinary urani-
um, is 140 times more common than U235; and uranium itself is a rare element.
We can easily guess how very rare U235 is! The chemical properties of
U235 and U238 are also very similar. This makes the purification of Uz3s
extremely difficult. The difficulty of actually releasing atomic energy is
increased by the fact that a small amount of U238 will be sufficient to stop
the reaction, because it absorbs neutrons and does neither release much
energy nor produce more neutrons to split other atoms.

But U238, when hit by a neutron, does not remain unaltered. It
‘hanges into an unstable isotope U239, which by emitting a bela-particle
becomes a new element neptunium (at. No. 93). But being an unstable ele-
ment it also by emitting an electron becomes transformed into plutonium
(at. No. 94). The reaction is written thus:

LU n' = LUP

2U? = oNp? 4+ e

93Np239 —-> 94Nu239 + __|e°- .
where Np is neptunium; Pu, plutonium; n' neutron, and e, electron. In
notation in nuclear chemistry the subscript represents the atomic number
and the superscript the mass number. Plutonium also, like U233, sets up
a chain of reactions when struck by a neutron. So it is equally suitable
for the atom bomb. It is chemically different from wuranium, so it can
be easily separated from a mixed mass. So it is more convenient to use
in the making of the atom bomb. Thanks to the tireless efforts of the
scientists, a machine for disintegrating atoms has been invented.

The principles of this machine are quite simple. If a neutron hijts a
U235 atom then it releases a lot of energy and more neutrons. In a mixed
mass of Uranium of U235 and U238, U235 is only 07%. So the .neutrons have
a fair chance of hitting U238, which finally changes into plutonium. The sole
function of this machine is to control the process. It should be arranged that
the neutron hits some uranium atom and does not wander away in space.
So the uranium is spread over graphite which does not gener.atlly absprb
neutrons. So the neutron will bump over graphite atoms unt1.l it strikes
some uranium atom and sets up a chain of reactions, as aforesaid. If one
atom of uranium is hit then the ‘atomic pile’, as the urafnium pile_z is called,
will grow richer. This action is controlled by introducm_g cadmium plates
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that absorb neutrons, and prevents an atomic explosion in the laboratory
The machine has the capacity to release the generated heat at a pre-arrange
rate. It has been calculated that 1/10 to 1% of the mass of uranium j
actually transformed into energy.

The first atom bomb was exploded at 5-30 a.m. on July 16, 1945, a
Alamogordo air base in New Mexico. The gigantic steel tower from whic
it was suspended was completely vapourised by the heat of the bomb. Th
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki at 12-01 p.m. Aug. 9 (Japan time), 1945,
on Hiroshima by the B-29 Superfortress, “Enola Gay’’ piloted by Col. Pau
W. Thibbets. The bomb entirely devasted 60%of the town, 60,000 peopl
were killed, 100,000 injured, and 200,000 were rendered homeless. The third
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki at 12-10 p.m. Aug. 9 (Japan time), 1945
by the B-29 Superfortress, ‘‘Great Artiste’’ piloted by Maj. A. W. Sweeney.
Here 10,000 people were killed, 20,000 injured, and 90,000 made homeless.
The fourth and fifth atom bombs were dropped as test-bombs on Bikini Atoll
by the B-29 Superfortress, ‘‘Dave’s Dream’ in early 1946. The bombs
were developed at Clinton Engineering Works which occupied an area of
59,000 acres at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. These bombs were developed under
cover of secrecy which puts Aladin’s Clock of Invisibility to shame.

- Though man has mastered the greatest power of the universe still $
far it has brought terror, devastation, and death in its wake. It fell upon
mankind like the curse of God for its iniquities. There is no defence against
this demon except the total abolition of war. = But we hope that a day il
come when atomic energy instead of terrorising man will serve hin
like the Genii of the Lamp. Man is apt to misuse the vast power he hus
suddently acquired but one day it will be used to further the progress of
civilization and humanity. There is no reason to suppose why it should
not be used like electricity which only a century ago was known in its deadly
form, the hghtnmg—bolt

Isotope —Two or more atoms of an element having the same atomic pumber and
chemical properties but different ‘atomic weights.



Paharpur and its Remains
By

ProF. CHARU CHANDRA DAs GUPTA, M.A., P.R.S., Ph.D. (Cal.),
Ph.p. (Cantab)

Péhérpur is a small village in Rajshahi district in Bengal and, therefore,

situated in the flat, alluvial plain of North Bengal which is not drained
by any big and navigable river. It is three miles to the west of the railway
station at Jamalganj on the main line from Calcutta to Siliguri on the East
Indian Railway. There is an unmetalled road from the station to this
village by which the ancient Buddhist temple here may be approached.
(Plate I).

It was Buchanan Hamilton who, for the first time, described the ruins
at Pabarpur in the early part of the last century. He held that this ruin
was the most remarkable of its kind in this part of Bengal. His theory that
it was a Buddhist 'stipa was accepted by Westmacott. Later Cunning-
ham gave a short account of this monument. It was in 1922-23 that the
University of Calcutta carried out excavation at this site; but, on account
of financial stringency, the University could not carry out further digging
at this site. In 1925-26 the exacavation at this site was resumed by the
Indian Archaeological Department, and this work went on till 1934. On
account of continuous digging for a number of years a magnificent Buddhist
temple surrounded on four sides by a monastery, and another Buddhist
establishment at a place called Satyapir's Bhita situated at a distance of
300 yards from the eastern side of the monastery have come out.

There is no evidence to show that there was a religious establishment
here till the Gupta age. This conclusion may be arrived at from a close
study of the copper-plate grant of the year 159 found here. The purport
of this grant is that a Brahmin named Nithasarma and his wife approached
the district officer of Pundravardhana and the city council for the purpose
of buying 13 kulyavapa of land situated in four villages with t?lree d.indms.
The money which would be earned from this land would be spen.t in buying ne-
tessary articles such as sandal, incense and flower for the worship of the arhzitf
and for the construction of a rest-house in the vikara situated in Vatagohali
for the Jaina teacher Guhanandin. This grant was caused to t.>e w:_ritten
on the seventh day of the month of Magha in the year 159 which, if Te-
ferred to the Gupta era, would correspond to c. 478 A.D. From fhe point
of view of paleography also it belongs to the 5th century A.D. Itis km?wn
Jrom other epigraphical sources that North Bengal was under the regime
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of the Gupta monarchs in the fifth century A.D. Among the places men-
tioned in this grant only Pundravardhana and Vatagohali may be identified,
respectively with Mahasthan and Goalbhita, a village adjacent to Paharpur,
From this grant it is evident that there was a Jaina vihara adjacent to
Paharpur and that this region was quite well known in the Gupta age; but
nothing is known about the Buddhist establishment here.

When the Pala rulers began to rule, peace and tranquility prevailed
throughout Bengal, and an uncommon development in architecture ad
sculpture took place in this age. The Pala rulers were Buddhist by religion
and in the time of Dharmapala and Devapala many Buddhist viharas ad
temples were made in Bengal. At Paharpur some clay seals of Dharmapala-
deva have been found. The inscription on these seals is as follows:—i. Si
Somapure, 2. Sri Dharmapaladeva, 3. Mahavihariy-arya-bhikshu-samghasya,
i.e., of the community of the venerable monks belonging to the great vihdra
at the famous Somapura (founded by) the illustrious Dharmapaladeva.
Paharpur is the modem name of the ancient Somapura and Dharmapala-
deva is none other than the second ruler of the Pala Dynasty, who reigned
from c. 769 to 815 A.D. It would, therefore, appear that the great viUra
at Sompura was founded in the latter part of the eighth century A.D.

In the latter half of the ninth century A.D. there was a great conflict
between the rulers of the Pala and the Gurjara-Pratihara dynasties. Dur-
ing his period Bhoja |I and Mahendrapala of the Gurjara-Pratihar”™ dynasty
caused great harm to the Pala Empire. On account of this foreign invasion
the Pala Empire dwindled in brilliance; but the glory of the Pala Empire

was revived when Mahipala | established the second empire. It has been
recorded in the Tibetan work Pag Sam Zon Zang that Mahipala used to
offer his homage at the great vihdra at Somapura. It is understood from

an inscribed image of Buddha found at Bodh Gaya that a Buddhist ascetic
named Viryendrabhadra who hailed from the great vihdra at Somapura
visited the Buddhist vihdra at Bodh Gaya and made a gift of the image
of Buddha on which this inscription was engraved. This inscription is not
dated; but, judged from the point of view of palaeography, it should be
ascribed to the loth century A.D. That this religious establishment was a
well-reputed institution of its kind even in the twelfth century A.D.is evi-
dent from the Nalanda inscription of Vipula”rimitra. The purport of this
inscription is that Vipula”rimitra who lived in the great vihdra at Somapura
for a long time caused a temple of Tara to be constructed at Somapura, re-
paired four cells and presented a gold ornament for the embellishment of
a Buddha image. Another stone pillar inscription of the twelfth century
A.D. shows that the great vihdra at Somapura was very famous in that
age. In this inscription it is stated that Daiabalagarbha caused the pillar
to be made for the gratification of the tliree jewels {triratna) and for the
desire of doing good to all good people.
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a decadence of the Pala power, and Bengal was successively invaded by
the Chedi king Karna, the Chola king Rajendra | and the Kaivarta chief
Divya. In the latter half of the eleventh century A. D. Ramapala again
brought back the lost glory of the Pala family.

In the last quarter of the eleventh century A. D. the Pala dynasty
succumbed to the more powerful Sena dynasty, the rulers of which were
Brahmanical by faith. In this period the great vihdra at Somapura was
evidently neglected. In the thirteenth century the Mohammedans invaded
Bengal; and it is quite probable that, on account of this invasion, the
great vihura at Somapura was greatly mutilated and then abandoned for
ever.

There is no doubt that the main temple at Paharpur is one of the most
magnificent and unique architectural specimens of ancient India. The
general plan of the main temple is in the form of a cross having angles
of projection between the arms of the cross and three raised teiTaces. It
is planned in such a way that there is no scope for its expansion horizon-
tally.

The basement wall is probably in the same condition as it was originally.
In the lowest course of the basement wall have been fixed bas reliefs
at most of the angles of projection and in specially built recesses in the
middle of the wall. Above this course on the basement wall there is a
cornice consisting of a half-round moulding and two plain mouldings. Above
this cornice there is a row of terracotta plagues set in the recessed panels.
Above this row of terracotta plaques there is another cornice consisting of
nine mouldings. After this cornice the plain ashlar wall begins. There is
another cornice consisting of nine mouldings. Above this cornice there is
another row of terracotta plaques set in the recessed rectangular panels.

The main temple used to be approached by an entrance which is on
the northern side of the monastery. The pilgrims used to ascend the first
terrace by the main staircase. On the first terrace there is a passage for
circumambulation. There were found two rows of terracotta plaques set
in the recessed panels on the inner wall of the passage separated from each
other by the projecting moulding.

There is a similar circumambulatorj' passage on the second terrace also.
Unlike the first terrace no row of terracotta plaques is found here.. There
is a shrine with an antechamber at each cardinal point.

There is no sufficient evidence to reconstruct with precision the archi-
tectonic shape of this edifice above the second terrace. It seems highly
plausible that the main place of worship was at the topmost part of the

temple.
Like the main temple the monastery is also equally magnificent. No
monastery has yet been found in India which is more extensive than this.

4
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It measures 922’ x 919, and has rows of cells on four sides forming, a i
were, four lines of a rectangular object. At the middle of each side excep
the northern one there is a special block which consists of three cells. (p
the northern side this space is occupied by a hall. This serves, as it wer,
the main entrance to this monastery. On the outer side of the establis:
ment there is a rampart wall which runs continuously on all sides. Ther
are altogether 177 cells excluding those which are in the. middle of ext
side except the north where is the hall. Out of these 177 cells 45 are m
the north and 44 on each of the three other sides.

In the courtyard in front of rooms Nos. 49-53 the visitor comes acms
one of the most important structures, viz., a miniature replica of the cenfrl
temple in which the ground plan of the main temple with its triplicate pr-
jection between each arm of the cross is faithfully reproduced with the
additional feature of ascending steps on the four sides. This model tempk
is bounded on all sides by a wall having two projections between each am
of the cross and an entrance on the eastern side only.

In front of rooms Nos. 76-78 there have been found the remains of 2"
big hall which appears to have been a large rectangular structure. No tract
of its enclosing wall on the northern side has been found. On its westem
side there is an open platform. That this hall was a perfect specimen o
architecture from the point of view of sanitation is evident from the re
mains of drains on the eastern as well as on the western sides of this
hall. - Besides these drains there are also the remains of another drain in
front of the open platform. To the west of this platform there are the
remains of three wells. On two sides of these three wells, which are in2
line, there are two rooms. It seems that the great hall, the open pht
form, the three wells and the two rooms on two sides of these wells belong
to one individual establishment, most probably the dining section, the great
hall serving as the dining hall, the two rooms as the kitchen, and the
three wells for drinking purposes.

There are some structural remains outside the enclosure-wall in the soutf
eastern side of the monastery. There are the remains of an ancient bath-
ing ghat here. In this part of Bengal a story is current regarding this ghat.
It is as follows. There was a king named Mahidalana who had a daughter
called Sandhyavati. This royal princess became the mother of Satyapira
through immaculate conception. When her father heard this, he did not
believe it. Satyapira was born and gradually grew to be a great saint.
Later on Satyapira died in a terrible flood which swept the palace of his
‘maternal grandfather in which he was residing. Sandhyavati, mother of
Satyapira, it is said, used to take her bath every day at this ghat.

, There is another ruined structure which should be considered now. It
is a mound known as Satyapira’s Bhita situated at a distance of 300 yards
from the eastern side of the monastery. The original mound was not at
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all high, the topmost point bemg only 6" to 7" high with a gradual slope
towards the sides, especially in the northern and the southern sides.

When this mound was excavated, all the remains came out. The com-
pound wall on all the three sides except.the north has been found. The
whole site is trapezoidal in shape; the southern boundary wall is about 140’
in length, the eastern boundary wall is over 250" in length, and the west-
emn boundary wall is 300" in length. The most important structure w1th1n
the compound of this site is the main temple.

' The approach to the area and to the main temple was on the south
which is the narrowest side. In front of the main temple and at a distance
of 130" stood a building which served the purpose of an entrance hall in
the later age. :

The main temple consists of two parts, viz., the main shrine or sanc-
tum in the northern portion and a pillared hall on the south around which
lay the circumambulatory passage. A number of circular terracotta plaques
with the figure of eight-handed Tard and the Buddhist creed inscribed on
them have been found in the courtyard of the main temple. From the
standpoint of pal®ography these belong to the eleventh century A. D. In
the Nalindi inscription of Vipulaérimitra it has been stated that Vipuladri-
mitra built a temple of Tara with an attached court and a tank at Soma-
pura identified with Paharpur. When the effigies of Tard have been found
in such a large number in Satyapira’s Bhita and at no other place in
Paharpur and when there is the presence of the superstructure of a temple
at this site, the irresistible conclusion is that thig temple was the original
temple of Tara referred to in the above inscription. No trace of the tank
has been found. The court which has been found here may be the same
as mentioned in the above inscription.

The archzological excavations at Paharpur not only brought to light
one of the most magnificent structures of ancient India but also many
other objects of importance. Among these dbjects particular mention may
be made of unique specimens of sculpture which fill up a great gap in the
history of Bengal art. It seems that from the Maurya age evidence of the
art of sculpture in Bengal has been found. Some terracotta figurines have
been found at some sites in Bengal of which mention should be made of
Gitagram. There is resemblance in modelling between the specimens found
at Gitagram and those found at other sites whose date has been definitely
proved to be Maurya. Some other terracotta figurines found here and at
Mahasthan have been ascribed to the Sunga age. Two sculptures of Sirya,
one from Kumarpur and the other from leamatpur, both in the Rajshahi
district, an image of Viénu found at Kankrail in the Malda district and
a colossal head found in the Dinajpur district betray Kushdna influence
and it is, therefore, highly probable that they are to be ascribed to the
Kushana age. Further, certain sculptures, mentioned below, are to be as-
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cribed to the Gupta age. These are an image of Buddha found at Bihrai
in Ra}shahx district, an image of Siirya found at Deora in Dinajpur district
and an image of Mafijusti found at Mahasthan in Bogra dlstnct

* * *

The sculptures found on the walls of the main temple at Paharpur are
mainly of two types, viz., stone sculptures and terracotta plaques. Except
a few loose sculptures all the stone sculptures which number 63 are reliefs
fixed on the basement wall of the temple. The beginning of the main
temple at Pahirpur should be ascribed to the age of Dharmapala, the Pik
emperor; but it is important to note that all these sculptures fundamentally
* differ from those of the time of Dharmapila. Regarding the age of the
Paharpur sculptire Dr. Kramrisch has remarked, ‘“The terracotta and stone-
panels from Pahidrpur, North Bengal, belong to two traditions—the one,
numerically in the minority, is an eastern and provincial version of
contemporary sculpture in Madhyadesa, but the other is an undiluted and
indigenous and’ eastern Indian contribution. Significantly enough the latter
is animate in scenes and figures. But when divinities are represented in
samapadasthanaka, a hybrid compromise between the tradition of Gupta
sculpture of Madhyade$a and Bengali form is arrived at. From this cult
the images of the Pila and Sena schools take their beginning.”’ That this
statement of Dr. Kramrisch is true is understood from a study of the plastic-
ity: and modelling - of three typical specimens found at Paharpur. If we
compare the modelling of these specimens, we find a great deal of difference
between them. "In one figure we find one man and one woman in the
erotic ~ attitude. The modelling is ‘highly reminiscent of Gupta sculpture.
In another figure we find a male flute-player. The modelling of this figure
is 'very much different from that of the first-mentioned figure. Unlike the
modelling of the first figure the modelling of this figure consists in a coars
treatment of the body surface, the bulging eyes, the broad mouth and
the peculiar dressing of the hair. It has really no extant predecessor in
Bengal. It represents ‘‘an undiluted and indigenous eastern Indian contribu-
tion”. In another figure there is neither that soft Gupta element which
is observable in the first figure nor that coarse indigenous eastern Indian
element which is found in the second figure; but there seems to. be a mixture
- of the Gupta and the indigenous eastern Indian elements. It is from this
type that, according to the opinion of Dr. Kramrisch, ‘‘the cult images of
Pila and Sena schools take their beginning’’. Secondly, the very fact that |
the Pahdrpur sculptures may be stylistically divided into three distinct
groups leads us to the conclusion that they do not belong to the same age.
Besides the evidence of plasticity, there are other reasons for holding this
view. First, the epigraphic evidence, as has been shown before, seems to
corroborate this view. Secondly, the size of the terracotta panels also leads
us to the same conclusion. Their size is not uniform but various. So far
as the age of the sculptures is concerned, they may be roughly classified
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under three groups, the first belonging to the 6th century A. D., the second
to the 7th century A. D. and the third to the 8th century A. D.

Among the sculplures we have some beautiful specimens representing
Hindu, Buddhist and Jain pantheons. They are Brahma, Siva, Gageéa,
Yamuna, Balarima, Indra, Agni, Yama, Bodhisattva, Padmapani, Mafju-
éri, Jambhala and Tara.

There are certain sculptures showing scenes from the Ramayana and the
Wahabhdrata. 1t is well known that these two epics are the favourite sub-
jects for representation in sculpture in India and the Far East.

There are some other sculptures representing episodes from the life
of Krshna. One sculpture represents two standing figures—one male and the
sther female. This sculpture probably represents Radha and Krshna.

There is another group of interesting sculptures. Stories narrated in the
Pajichatantra have been depicted on some of these plaques. In one such
olaque is found a monkey sitting on a beam of wood and holding the wedge
in its right hand. This at once reminds us of the story of kilofpati vanarah
narrated in the Pafichatantra.

There is an important point about the main temple. It has already been
stated that it has a peculiar architectonic form which was not found in
[ndia before its discovery; but we have found a number of architectural
specimens in the Far East which are most probably derived from this proto-
type at Paharpur. Only recently a very similar structure has been found
it Lauriya Nandangarh in Champéaran district in Bibar. It is interesting
'o note that this is an earlier specimen. A similar architectural object of a
ater date has been recently found at Comilla in south-east Bengal. From
these facts we can conclude that the architectural type which first ori-
ginated in Bihar went to the Far East passing through Bengal. The main
temple at Paharpur is, therefore, one of many interesting examples showing
the relationship between India and the Far East.

Dusk and Dawn =

GAURIPRASAD GHOSH—Ex-student

ERE dusk is closing in. Lord of Ifght, in what land, on which shore
now breaks thy dawn? .
Here in the dark the rajanigandha throbs unseen like the maiden-
bride lingering at the door of her bed-chamber;......... where blooms now
the golden champa of the morn?

* A rendering into English prose of Tagore's Sandhya O Probhai.

/
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Who wakes up and blows-out the candle lit at dusk and casts away
the wreath of flowers woven at night?

One by one, here, the bolts are set up; there the casements are flung
open. Here the boats lie anchored, the sailors merged in slumber; there
the sails have caught the breeze.

They have set out from their inns, their faces turned to the east;
morning light shines on their brows; their purses have not yet emptied
For them the wistful yearning of dark eyes looks out in a steadfast gaw
from the wayside windows. The pathway holds open before them the
crimson note of welcome and says, ‘‘ All is ready for you’’. Within ther
hearts a thousand trumpets burst forth in the rhythm of their blood.

Here in the grey light all have come across the farthest stretch of day-
tide by the last ferry.

They spread their rags in the inn-yard; some are alone, the companions
of some are tired; in the dark they cannot see what lies on the way before;

- only they are whispering of what was in the way behind; as they talk,
their voices choke and they become speechless. Then, looking up from
the yard, they find the stars have risen in the sky.

Lord of light, this dusk at thy left, that dawn at thy right,—do thou
bring them together. Let the shadow of the one take the light of the other
in its arms and enfold it in one tender caress; let the plaintive tune of the
dying day bless the joyous morning notes, as it passes by.

Sttt g ——

@ In Memoriam

Mgs. Lita MAJUMDAR

IN every generation there are born men who walk upon their country”
soil, breathe its air, give obedience to its laws, but owe to it no alle
giance, because they are truly denizens of an unreal world.

Such a man was the late Praphulla Chandra Ghosh.

I first saw him twenty years ago in one of the Post-graduate lecture
rooms of the Calcutta University, a heavy and gross-looking man, carelessly
dressed in a plain close coat and dhoti, greying hair, sparse and unbrushed,
and always with books in his hands.

I thought him a quiet man, unobtrusive and unimpressive, till he opened
his lips to speak. Then he became a rare personality, a man with the
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ibility to mould minds. In an instant I realized that he did not belong
o my country or to my generation, for out of his ordinary-looking throat
spoke the voice of an Elizabethan Englishman.

A strong personality is like a diamond, hard and brilliant and with many
iacets. So was his indeed, a mind with many facets, but each illumined with
the same white light of his seventeenth century intelligence. His broad ap-
preciation of life, his wide ethics, his vigorous understanding not only of
dainty things but of more pungent stuffs as well-all this was truly Eliza-
bethan. He read Shakespeare to us always in the original, no expurgated
versions for him, no hateful lady-like squeamishness. How we admired his
invigorating mind. How truly he understood literature.

This above all else we learnt from him, that there are no caste distinctions
in literature, that the literary mind is impregnated with a bravery which
avoids nothing and condemns nothing, that prudery is a shameful weakness.
Strange thoughts for a son of Bengal, born and bred on Bengal earth!

Some men live in the annals of the world for ever, but others, whose
greatest gift is the gift of their personality are apt to pass into oblivion and
truly perish with mortal death. Such a man was Praphulla Chandra
Ghosh, never to be fully appreciated save by those who came into personal
contact with him, most of all by his pupils who received at his hands the best
he had to give.

No pen, brush, chisel or musical score will retain a fraction of his
genius. Though he was far out of the ordinary, his extraordinariness had to
be seen to be understood. Shakespeare and Chaucer will live for ever,
but the man who gave them to us, who made their dead voices sing in our
foreign ears, will pass away as other great scholars have passed away, as
the greatest actors of the world whose greatest gift to mankind was also
the gift of their personality, have passed away, leaving behind nothing
more substantial than a memory.

I do not know which captivated the mind more, his deep erudition or
his histrionic powers. He proved beyond doubt how marvellous a thing
is the human voice. No one can describe the wealth of pain, grief, despair,
tenderness, hope, malice and madness which poured from his throat.

With our George V ideas of the fitness of things, we had always been-
in the habit of considering the scholar and the actor as men of two different
worlds; the one with a suggestion of the cloisters, the other of the stage;
the one verging on the ascetic, the other on the indulgent. Praphulla
Chandra Ghosh came into our lives with all such classifications levelled down
to an Elizabethan plane of indiscrimination. Our old ideas were all upset.
The scholar and the actor became one and the same person. With him
we pursued the meaning of a word through volumes of reference, and de-
cided upon the particular shade of an obscure colour, specified by an obsolete
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adjective. With him we wept for Hecuba, though what was Hecuba to s
that we should weep for her!

He would read a whole drama word-intact, from start to finish all a
one sitting, and we would listen in breathless silence, both deaf to the ring/
ing of bells .and the passage of time. “Read” is too weak a word. He
would assume each character in turn, and burn with frenzy and drown with
sorrow, rave with the king and clown with the knave. He would do nore
than assume each character, he would become that character. Before cm
very eyes he would turn into Desdemona who was so lovely fair that te
sense ached at her. Costume and stage sets were unnecessaiy, beauty itself
was unimportant. With our own eyes we saw our portly professor become
Ophelia in her bewildered agony.

, Scholarliness is slowly becoming a thing of the past. Now some men
cherish only such things as add to the material comforts and give pleasure
to the physical senses alone, and the rest spend their lives keeping body
and soul together. Few love scholarship for its own sake and not as a
means to an end. Praphulla Chandra was one of the last of the passing
generation of gentlemen, who loved words and had thoughts which are of
no practical use to anyone on earth, but which reconcile men to the tragedy
of birth.

He held no court, formed no school, compiled no voluminous dictionary
nor otherwise perpetuated his mind’'s wealth. To those who had the good
fortune to know him he was an experience to be remembered. He practised
no graces; he was not socially popular even among those who marvelled a

his powers. =m

, My knowledge, of him was limited to my studentship. It was on rare
occasions that I met him otherwise, and on such rare occasions never heard
him make clever witty rernarks or unforgettable gestures. But always in
the lecture rooms, he was a man apart., I have always considered that
the best way to, estimate a man is to see him as he is by himself, and not
where past history and circumstance can plead for him. | have always had
mthe vaguest ideas about the personal life he must have led, the domestic
environment in which he lived, the everyday things he must have liked or
disliked. Such things satisfy the curiosity of the seeker, but are of no rea
'importance, just as the fact that Shakespeare once poached rabbits does not
add to or subti-act one iota from the perfection of Hamlet.

In a sense a scholar’s life is a tremendous waste, because when his
knowledge assumes its highest perfection it is usually time for him to de-
part, and no volume on earth can perpetuate the immensity of his erudition.
With the departure of our revered professor the world is so much the poorer.

After the passage of a decade no one wiU be able to gauge the depth
of this loss, save those only who heard the beauty of his voice. His pro-;
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uunciation.of English words was wellnigh perfect. Whenever 1 heard him
tad I realized that reading was one of the highest arts and that good enunci-
ition had a science of its own. The rounding off of his final consonants, the
urity of his vowels, and the beautiful timing of his speech, all of vx:hich
ompleted the cadence of his elocution, were a lesson in themselves,

Now more than ever rises the question of the worthwhileness of the
Snglish language, in celation to our students. Now more than ever we
must realize that a beautiful thing is always a beautiful thing, that Know-
edge and Art owe no subjection to any man-made political boundaries, that
1 scholar’s allegiance is only to the Muses.

Suc?h a man was the late Professor Praphulla Chandra Ghosh, a man of
letters in the truest sense of the term, who over and over again had made
me wonder which world was more true, the real or the unreal.

Professor Praphulla Chandra Ghosh

DR. SRIKUMAR BANERJEE

It was just a year ago that Professor Praphulla Chandra Ghosh
passed away to his eternal rest. The dim light that had settled upon
his soul for the last few years of his life at last deepened mto the impene-
trable darkness of death. Indeed the closing years of Prof. Ghosh’s life
present a spectacle of an overwhelmingly tragic and pathetic interest. That
a life so full of overflowing vitality, an intellect so keen and radiant, a
temper testifying in such an abundant measure to the joy and zest of
existence, a humour so rich and genial and occasionally so trenchant in
its criticism and understanding of life should have suffered such a melancholy
eclipse, such a sudden and irremediable overclouding is one of those dark,
inscrutable paradoxes through which we seek in vain to discover the light
of reason. The appalling change might very well fall, on its own lower,
domestic plane, into the pattern of a Shakespearean tragedy. It appears
almost like a mocking irony of fate that the man who was' perhaps the
keenest interpreter and expounder in the East of the dark, tortuous workings
of the Shakespearean mind in its conception of the abysmal whirl of de-
ranged ‘faculties should himself be caught up within the circle of flame and

singe his soul beyond cure.  Yet such is life, and in a moment without any
previous warning, the lights in our soul are blotted out and we are left

fo wander in the blinding mists and fogs flowing in from the contiguous
realm of chaos and spiritual anarchy.

5
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Let us diaw the curtain over what is so poignantly sad to contemply
and turn our eyes to the brighter phase, the luminous activity of Pr
Gh«osh’s career that made him the radiant source of light and heat ;
our drab colourless educational system of today. His was a vivid coloy,
ful personality which the dull, routine-bound life of the teaching professi
as it has come to develop in our country could not dim or obscure. Wit
him teaching was not at all a profession, but an inspired and inspiry
vocation of life. He was the last of that glorious fraternity—now alas ¢
tinct with us—, who found an immense, unquenchable ardour in. ty
imparting of instruction, a rare felicity and satisfaction of mind in a contag
with their pupils. For Praphulla Chandra the atmosphere of the clas
room, usually so chill and’ depressing, was a-glow with the spirit of excits
ment and exaltation. His mind glowed and expanded under ifs stimulys
and it gave out its very best, the choicest flavour of its taste of life and
literature in his class lectures. He was not the type of teacher who could
settle down in the solitude of his study and confide his best and most
original ideas to the custody of pen and paper. The immediate contact
with his pupils, the spell of the spoken word, the looks of expectancy
that were focussed on his face—these were wanted to touch the vital chords
in his mind and release the springs of creative inspiration. There are teachers
who devote the best part of their mind and equipment to research-work; their
pupils have the benefit of only the dregs of their mind and drink of the
flavourless residue of the cup. That was not the ideal of Praphull
Chandra: he would take it to be a defrauding of his pupils, an attempt
to feed them on lean and watery diet! He would withhold nothing from
them: all the rich researches of his mind were thrown open to them.
Every single lecture provided a feast, a perfection of epicureanism, nay a
surfeit which only the most gifted among the students could taste with
relish and digest with ease. Many a researcher pampers himself at the cost
of his students; the glory that wreathes his head is perhaps appropriated
out of the warmth and glow of the class-room, and is a diversion of energy
that might have been better applied to improve the quality of teaching.

- Praphulla Chandra denied himself the glory of a researcher, so that his
pupils might not be stinted of their nourishment. Many a gem of original
thought, many embryonic suggestions that would have grown into full-fledged
research-work, stray sparks that required but the breath of persistence to

" kindle into a steady flame must have found at once their cradle and their
bier in the spoken words, haunting perhaps the memory of some of ‘his
pupils today but irrecoverably lost to the wider world of scholarship for want
of timely record and preservation!

I

Never have I seen a teacher going about his job with a more in-
exhaustible fund of idealism and gusto than Professor Praphulla Chandra.
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The bell inviting him to the class-room touched a deeper chord in his
hature than what is associated with the mere sense of duty: it awakened
the artist, the intellectual epicure that lay deep-rooted in his constitution.
Never was there a more marked transformation than what appeared in his
demeanour and bearing when the call of duty came to him. I have seen
him talking for hours together with his usual animated vivacity in the
Professors’ Common Room or lounging half-dosing in his easy chair. As
soon as the bell rang, he woke up- with a start, and appeared altogether
2 new man. The creases in his face had straightened out, and the face
itself wore a new sensitiveness of expression, a keen intentness of purpose:
the eyes beamed with a rapt beatitude, a glitter of excitement and ex-
pectancy. He marched to the class-room, ‘‘with sudden brightness attired”’.
Once in the class-room Praphulla Chandra forgot himself and the sense
of time. His exuberance of enthusiasm overflowed the rigid limitations
of the time-table and made deep inroads upon the period of his successor.
His self-forgetfulness may well have reached the point of an actual illusion.
The drab realities of the class-room were transformed in his imagination
into the wonder-land of the Shakespearean drama which he trod as naturally
as if he were an actor rather than a mere expounder. He had very often
to be reminded that he had transgressed his limit and then the spell broke
with a snap, and out he stepped from the magic circle with the brooding,
bemused face of one who had been wandering in strange lands. AVith the-
average, even the able teacher, the inexorable tyranny of routine is apt
to dull the edge of interest and subdue the native elasticity of the mind.
Praphulla Chandra conquered this all-devouring dragon of routine. For
him the six working days of the week did not provide a sufficiently expansive
time-space. He requisitioned the Sundays also, the universal days of rest,
into his service. His Sunday lectures, which were as widely attended as
an ordinary working-day lecture, continued for four hours at a stretch,
during which neither his own spirit nor the receptivity and interest
of his pupils flagged for a moment. It was a wonderful achievement
unparallelled in the history of teaching. Never did a teacher make
such an inordinate demand on his pupils and never was the de-
mand met with a more ungrudging response. During this period
the whole of a drama was read from beginning to end, and the
listeners saw the entire action uanfolding itself before their eyes, the
interest rising from scene to scene till it gripped their mind with an over-
whelming culmination ot effect. Thus to the three Aristotelian unities of
the drama he added the fourth unity of an unbroken dramatic exposition
in the class-room. The piesent scholastic method that cuts up a drama
into small fragments in lectures resumed after fairly long intervals is hardly
suited for conveying that unity of impression which it is the task of the
dramatist to create and that of the expounder to recapture. ' Praphulla
Chandra, with his inborn dramatic sense, could never bring himself to
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acquiesce in this formal arrangement that was like a porous vessel throyg
which the dramatic essence tended to escape. He took himself as serioug
as the dramatist and attempted to convey the dramatic effect, entire ana
unimpaired, in a single sitting. Who can say whether this overstny
continued from week to week had originated the germs of the malady thy
darkened the closing chapter of his life!

IIr

As a student of literature, Praphulla Chandra had his own unique ang
characteristic preferences and exclusions. His temperament strongly re.
acted to what he read and added an individual flavour to the subjects of
his study. He had a special liking for that kind of literature ‘which i
soaked in the sap of life. He tasted with a rare unction and relish even
those slight, usually neglected morsels on which the richness of life ha
left its stamp. It was this predominant interest in the raciness of life as
reflected in literature that made him a connoisseur par excellence of the
drama, particularly the Shakespearean drama. The comedies of Shakespear
evoked the humorist in him and roused him to a mood of transcenden
appreciation. The humour of a Falstaff appealed with double sway throug
the added vivacity that Praphulla Chandra’s own humorous outlook on lif
lent to it. The Elizabethan dramatists, as a race, found in him a kindre
soul, In non-dramatic Iiterature, Chaucer was his favourite and genera
tions of students have been initiated into his sly and delicate humour throug!
Praphulla Chandra’s deft handling of a trait encrusted with the rust o
antiquity. His breath blew away the rust and the metal hidden beneath
shone forth. His mind found a congenial pasturage in the seventeenth
century humorists, whose quaint rambling thoughts and antique turns o
phrase so exactly fitted in with his own temperament. He revelled in Lamb,
as was naturally to be expected, hunting out with true scholarly relish hi
most obscure allusions and tasting with unction the reminiscent flavour o
his style. The flatness and vulgarity of much of modern literature repellec
his fastidious taste, and the bounds of his sympathy in respect to the moderns
were limited to Carlyle and Stevenson. .

The one blind spot in his sensitive appreciation of literature and cathol
city of taste was his rather neutral attitude to Romantic poetry. Whateve!
was crabbed, bizarre, twisted and oblique in thought and expression, sharp
and pungent to the palate or breathing of a broad, unsophisticated humanis®
he enjoyed with a hearty smack, an almost epicurean relish. Literatur
seasoned with the salt of humour and commonsense had a special appeal
him. But strangely enough the rapt felicities, the imaginative fervours and
- emotional riot of romantic poetry left him chill and rather sceptical. A to0
rich accumulation of beauty repelled him as an over-spiced dish. Perhaps
he had inherited both his strong and weak points, his unrivalled love A
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Elizabethan drama and his insensitiveness to Romanticism from his great
teacher, the late Mr. H. M. Percival, who revelled in the entire range of
English literature only to fight shy of Shelley. Perhaps both in the master
and the pupil a passion for exactness of sense, a meticulous precision in
interpretation found itself occasionally baffled in the vague mysticism bf
Shelley’s poetry, which demands more an intuitive sympathy than a rigorous
expounding and analytical faculty for its proper appreciation. Another reason
for Praphulla Chandra’s lack of enthusiasm was the delicate exclusiveness
of his taste. A temple visited by throngs of undiscerning pilgrims, gods
obscured by the incense of extravagant adoration, an attitude of mind that
tended to soften into sloppy sentimentalism, a choral psalm-singing in which
the individual accents were drowned in the general hub-bub—all this

militated against the native refinement and integrity of his mind. Romantic
poetry, like the triumphal chariot of Bacchus described in Keats’ Endymion,
has been followed by a tumultuous throng of worshippers and Praphulla

Chandra proudly stood away from this jostling, beauty-intoxicated crowd.
He would build for himself a chapel for private worship high on the inaccessible
peaks of literature and there commune with his gods in a select, choice com-
pany. Like Shakespeare, the special god of his worship, he had a rooted
distrust of the crude, coarse ways of democracy and shunned a mob, even
when entrenched amidst academic and aristocratic circles.

Another rare accomplishment of Prof. Ghosh that deserves honourable
mention is his proficiency as a linguist. He had a working knowledge of
several European languages, both ancient and modern, and utilised his know-
ledge in the teaching of English literature. The wide range of his interests
and linguistic equipment imparted a special charm and insight to his teaching
of the translations of Greek and Latin classics and of such English”authors
as had a predominantly classical bias. Praphulla Chandra’s first love had
been Philology ; and from this vantage-ground of an adequate philological
mastery he surveyed the field of English literature with an intimate under-
standing of its verbal niceties and an appreciation of its international affilia-
tions to which few among his fellow-teachers had any access. Now that he
is gone from our midst, there is no one else who can follow his path, and the
wider vistas that he had opened up are in danger of being closed again and
the study of literature tends to relapse into its rut of a narrow one-sidedness.

v

Such was Praphulla Chandra, as a scholar and a teacher. As a man .he
had equally uncontestable claims to greatness. Behind a rather gruff exterior
he carried a heart overflowing with love and tenderness. A great bej,rea\{e—
ment sustained early in life in the death of his only son had created in iim
a mood of philosophical detachment to life and had released the flow of love
in his heart from the narrow limitations of family demands. Never have I
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seen an appeal ‘to his kindly feelings go without a response. Open-handed,
almost indiscriminate in his charities, he offered his bounty to everyone why
sought ‘his help. The number of poor students that he housed and fed unq

nourished with more than paternal affection in his long career as a teacher
ferms an immortal monument to his high-souled liberality. The present writer
owes to him a debt he can never repay, having beén indebted for his first
admission into the staff of Presidency College to his kindly initiative, Many
of his friends and ex-pupils treasnre in their heart a grateful remembrance ot
services rendered by and benefits received from him. Above all, there was
such a sweet grace in the way in which he conferred his benefits, such a readi-
ness and spontaneity of will that the giver figured more largely in the mind
than the gift itself. His reverence for his father, the bated breath with which
he waited on his least wishes, the profound humility of his bearing when
talking with him furnish a model in these days of lax family ties and discipline.
Taken in all his aspects, in his great merits and slight failings, Praphulla
Chandra impress one as a unique and unforgettable personality, scarred
indeed and roughly indented by the blows of Fate but rising superior in his
innate dignity to all force of external circumstances.

Praphulla Chandra was in sober verity and not merely in a rhetorical
way of speaking the last of the giants. We, men of a lesser build, who have
been left behind to work in the field which he strode like a colossus must bow
our head in profound homage in an awe-struck recognition of his greamesij

Address

( In 1939, Professor P. C. Ghosh retired after an unbroken period of
service extending over thirty-one years and was appointed Emeritus Professor.
Presidency College has had many great teachers but few so great as he. His
many students in all parts of India expressed a desire to commemorate the
occasion of his retirement in a befitting manner. With this end in view a
Farewell Committee was formed which raised subscriptions and drew up a
programme. OQut of the funds collected a bust of Professor P. C. Ghosh
was made and placed on the second floor of the main building. The principal
subscribers were three princes of the Nepal royal family and Sri Bimal
Chandra Sinha and Sri Jagadish Chandra Sinha.

A farewdll meeting was held at the Physics Theatre on the gth December,
1939. It was one of the most memorable meetings ever held in the College.
The Physics Theatre was packed to suffocation; and yet there were many who
for want of accommodation had to hang about in the corridors. The audience
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was representative of all shades of public life in Calcutta and were drawn from
three generations of pupils. Principal B. M. Sen presided over the meeting.
The following address printed on silk and enclosed in a silver casket was pre-
sented to Professor Ghosh, and speeches were made by Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar,
Professor Ghosh’s teacher, Mr. J. M. Bottomley (then D. P. 1.) and Professor
H. K. Banerji on behalf of his colleagues, and by Sir Mohammed Azizul Huq
(then Vice-Chancellor, Calcutta University), Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Sri
Charu Chandra Biswas (then Judge, High Court), Janab Humayun Kabir
and Professor Hiren Mukherji on behalf of his pupils. After Professor
Ghosh’s reply, the meeting dispersed late in the evening.]

To
PrarPrHULLA CHANDRA GHOSH,
Emeritus Professor,
Presidency College.
SIR,

Partings are painful. But the present occasion is not only painful but
overwhelming. For in your case, Sir, we feel that a Power is passing from
Presidency College.

For more than thirty years you have been at this College: one of the
greatest teachers it has had in its annals. For these thirty long years you
have done and been so much for this College that you have seemed to
epitomise in your person all its glory and greatness. People no longer
think of you as an individual member of the staff, you have become an
institution. '

To all associated with this College the thought of the blank after you
must be overwhelming. How can it be filled? It needs an effort to think
of Presidency College without Praphulla Chandra Ghosh.

Your lectures have been an experience in the lives of generations of
students. In their combination of scholarship and inspiringness they have
been unique. Your pupils have often wondered which to admire most—
your lovely English, or your marvellous readings, or that rare insight that
brought life even into a comma of Shakespeare’s, or that multifarious learn-
ing that roamed at ease over literatures, and languages, and histories,
classical and modern. Your profession was also the passion of your life;
you threw your whole being into your work making it its own reward.
And your enthusiasm infected your pupils. They shared your absorption
in your work, and rich is their memory of classes where the hours flitted
by while teacher and students sat equally immersed in the subject before

them.
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Your veiy personalily was an asset for the College. There was strength
for an institution in a presence that commanded spontaneous respect. A
man of fearless independence of character, you ever held your head high.
But those who knew you only as a towering figure at your post knew you
only in part. It was finer still to know you outside your work and dis-
cover your warm human soul, so genial and so generous.

The charity of your soul will be, to youi' pupils, a most precious me-
mory. In their need they have found you the Kkindest of helpers, and
hundreds will ever remember with gratitude the parental interest with which
you have guided their studies or helped them to a career.

As you go into retirement, our best wishes accompany you for your
health and long life and prosperity. But this College, Sir, cannot really
spare you. It has comfort in the knowledge that it has still got you
as Emeritus Professor, on whose leisure it may yet dare to make demands.

We remain.
presidency College, Sir,
Calcutta Y our affectionate pupils.
gth December, igsg.

Professor P. C. Ghosh died on the 27th
March, 1948. The bier was followed by a
large number of his pupils and wreaths were
placed by Principal Mahalanobis on behalf
of the College. A memorial meeting was
held on the 30th March, 1948 in the Physics
Theatre. Speeches were delivered by Dr.
J. C. Sinha, Professor Somnath Maitra and
Principal P. C. Mahalanobis. Resolutions
were passed expressing the sense of grief
and loss felt by members of the College,
and a message of condolence was sent to the
bereaved family.
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Book Reviews

Pran FOR Epucation. By F. G. Pearce. Oxford University Press.
Price Rs. 3/-.

This book which purports to be a descriptive and critical commentary of the
Report of the Central Advisory Board of Education on Post-War Educational Develop-
ment in India, otherwise known as the Sargent Plan, might perhaps have been more
aptly described as ‘ SARGENT PLan Mape Easv’. To call it a critical commentary is
a misnomer, for the book consists almost entirely of a description and elaboration of
the main features of the Plan. The little commentary that one finds towards the
end of the book is concerned with replying to some criticisms made in the dissenting
notes of a few members of the Board or published in some educational journals by
critics whom the author has chosen to keep anonymous. The author has set himself
the limited task of explaining the main features and implications of the Sargent Plan
to the lay reader and has done it with admirable lucidity in about two-thirds of the
length of the original Report. He has not taxed the reader with long tables of figures
which interest only the experts, but has more than made up for this omission by
enlisting the help of Mr. C. H. G. Moorhouse whose brush adds a touch of vividness
to our knowledge, which figures in cold print could hardly bave achieved. One of
the great merits of the Sargent Report is the lucidity of its presentation (which, by
the way, is rather remarkable in what is obviously a co-operative production), but it
is to the credit of Mr. Pearce that he has achieved even greater clarity by con-
centrating upon the main idea and avoiding long arguments and figures which lead
up to that idea.

This is not the place to enter into a long discussion of the Sargent Plan which
more competent hands have done before now. The Plan does not pretend to make
any profound contribution to educational theory or practice. ‘‘ The object of the
Board *’ as Dr. Sargent himself said elsewhere, ‘‘ was a strictly practical one, wvis.,
to indicate in broad outline the minimum educational requirements of this country,
to show how long it would take to satisfy them, and roughly what it would cost’’.
It avowedly makes use of the labours of several committees set up by the C. A. B.
from 1935 onwards and working intermittently for several years. Nevertheless, the
Sargent Plan is a great landmark because it is the first comprehensive attempt to
envisage education in all its aspects on a country-wide basis with a view to imple-
ment a programme intended to educate the entire people for citizenship as well as for
their functions in the social economy for which their natural abilities would best fit
them. It is the first time that official approval was given to ‘ Basic Education ’
centred round creative or productive activity, which experience of all countries has
shown to be a better method of imparting education than a training of the intellect
or memory through books. It gives the weight of its authority to the obvious but
forgotten truth that the quality of teaching cannot improve unless teachers are
adequately paid. It emphasises the obligation of the State to make primary educa-
tion (6-14) free and compulsory, draws up a blue-print for training teachers in order
that the basic primary schools may be staffed with properly qualified teachers within
the shortest possible time, and suggests a way out of the emormous wastage involved
in following the one-way track in education: from primary and middle schools to the
high sckools, from high schools to the University and from the University to—unem-
. ployment. All this is well known and would hardly bear repetition. I would merely
draw attention to one particular recommendation of the Sargent Plan which is the
only point on which the author disagrees. Although the Sargent Plan suggests a
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break at eleven in order that specially intelligent boys (about 20%) may be transferreq
to Academic or Technical high schools, it is very definite in its insistence on keeping
the remaining 80% in senior basic schools till the full 8-year course is completed,
According to it, ‘‘ education which lasts only for five years and ends about the age
of 11 cannot be regarded as an adequate preparation either for life or for livelihood *’,
In the view of the author, the fact that the peasant may require the services of hig
child to balance his budget is a strong argument and he is prepared to compromse
with a 5-year course till the peasant is convinced from his own experience that
he can improve his economic position without depriving his child of education. The
answer to this argument will be found at pages 3 and 8 of the Sargéht Report. But
it cannot be denied that the Sargent Plan has, by dividing primary education into
junior Basic and senior basic, lent itself to this kind of mutilation of the purposes
of the framers of the Plan. The present reviewer recalls the conversation he had
with Dr. Zakir Hossain on this point when he came down to Calcutta towards the
beginning of last year. Although Dr. Zakir Hossain had himself agreed at first to a
division of basic education into two stages, his apprehension was that the break at
11 might be a terminus instead of being merely a junction where students of varying
capacities would be switched off into different directions. The comment of even an
ardent supporter of the Sargent Plan like Mr. Pearce shows that Dr. Zakir Hossain’s
instinct was right.

The book can be recommended to all who want to grasp the fundamental principles
of the Sargent Plan. There are a few typographical errors which should be corrected
in the next edition. The word ‘ proportion ’ at page 16 (col. 1, line 16) is obviously
a misprint for ‘proposition’. Again figure 8 at page 40 (col. 1, line 5) should
obviously be 6. The price of the book is somewhat high when it is remembered
that one can purchase the Sargent Report for As. -/12/- only.

SAIBALKUMAR GUPTA.

GERARD Maniey Hopkins: THE MaN anp THE Poer. By K. R. Srinivasa
Iyengar. Oxford University Press, 1948, Rs. 12-8.

A competent book. The author, Dr. K. R. Srinivasa Iyengar, now Professor
of English in the Andhra University, Waltair, has already made his mark in the
field of ‘Indo-Anglian’ literature by his Lytton Strachey, On Beauty and other
writings. The book under review is his most considerable work so far. For those
who know their Hopkins, there is not much here that is outstandingly new, though
they will of course appreciate the many good things said about Hopkins in course
of the book and will possibly be interested in the references to the philosophies of
St. Bonaventure and Duns Scotus in chapters ili & x (wishing, however, at the
same time, that they were not so second-hand as they are). For those who have
yet to know their Hopkins, the book would be a very helpful guide indeed, at once
handy and adequate, to the life and work of the poet in all their phases and
aspects and provide welcome assistance in the understanding of his difficult poetry.
The book consists of eighteen chapters, of which fourteen study the life and poetry
of Hopkins alongside and in relation to each other. The poems, particul.cly, are
studied in detail and an honest, and one should add, successful attempt is made
to tackle their difficulties and extract their significance and beauty; in eéach case,
analysis and criticism are illustrated with plenty of quotations. We are, however,
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not quite convinced by the interpretation the author suggests of that much-
discussed line in The Windhover: ‘My heart in hiding stirred for a bird’. But
Gerard Hopkins was not a poet merely; the publication of his correspondence by
Professor Abbott in 1935-38 showed him to have been a prose-writer of outstanding
merit. In the many extracts he has provided from Hopkins's letters and in a
couple of chapters on Hopkins's correspondents Dr. Iyengar well brings out the
interest and importance of the poet’s prose. He shows goods semse in dissenting from
Herbert Read’s rash verdict that Robert Bridges was not worthy of Hopkins's
friendship. The weakest part of the book is the last chapter, which, despite a
fine concluding remark, is markedly perfunctory in its treatment of Hopkins’s
criticisms and of his influence on contemporary English poets.

No study of Hopkins’s work can be complete without a reference to his metrical
and linguistic experiments. Much of the arresting quality of his poetry is due
tc its form alone; the content by itself, in abstraction from the form, not bewng
without its analogues in eariier literature, wouwld hardly suttice to give 1t halt its
mmportance in the lustory of modern English poetry. Dr. lyengar devotes two
chapters to this aspect ot Hopiinss achievement; both are marked by tne same
competence as the rest of the work. He does not quite succeed, however, in
«vavaucing the reader, as he should have done, of the organic necessity o. mopsius s
metrical 1nnovations; and, UNCONSCIOUsLy Perndps, he does grave wrong to riopsins
by remarking that ‘Sprung Knythm consulutes 0o mdle than the mechanics of
his most characteristic poetry . You almost suggest that a poem 1s faise to itselt
when you say that its torm 1s no more than its mechanics. ‘lhere are other lapses.
The pnrase ‘ linkéd sweetness long drawn out’, which the autnor applies to reux
Kanuat, is an untortunate quotation to apply to Hopxins's poetry; 1t uugnt suggest
altogether wrong afhliations. Certamn verses of Hopkms bave been scanned by ur.
lyengar, not always however with a happy ettect. lhe way he divides the feet
oiten 1nterteres with natural breath-groups. Lhat could bardly have been Hopkins's
intention. A simple recognition otf counterpomnting, recognised and emphasised by
Hopkins himselt, would avoid all that; as 1t 1s, Lr. lyengar 1s much too anxious
to secure an invariabiy faling rhythm by making every 100t begmn with a stress.
All that Hopkins did tor the liberation ot bkngush verse-rnythms 1s practically unaone
if tetish 1s made of a particular rhythmic pattern so much that 1t cuts across
natural breath-groups. Alliteration, one of the bases of Hopkins’s rhythms, is de-
scribed by Dr. Iyengar as one of the restraining elements in poetry, along with
metre and rhyme. There is much to be said, no doubt, for a concept of poetry
as a ‘ fine mitigated fury ’ , but it is doubttul whether alliteration, such as Hopkins's,
is exactly a mitigating element. There is a rhythmic spontaneity about Hopkins's
alliterations which hardly suggests the kind of conscious attempt implied by Dr.
lyengar's remarks. Charles Willams was perhaps nearer the mark when he wrote
in connexion wjth Hopkins’s word-combinations: *‘Each is thought and spoken
all at once; and this is largely (as it seems) the cause and (as it is) the effect of
their alliteration ’. Dr. Iyengar occasionally censures Hopkins for some of his ex-
periments, e.g., his practice of starting a new line with the latter part of a broken
word, the earlier part ending the previous line. Awkward at first sight, no doubt;
but bow it integrates verse with verse by drawing out the rhythmic movement of
one lioe into the next! Nor is a rhyme like ‘I am, and: diamond ’ such an
‘ aberration ’, perhaps, as Dr. Iyengar considers it to be; is there nothmg.to be
said for its sheer unexpectedness, its dissonant assonance? At any rate, in the
very fine poem where it occurs, it is far from being felt as an ‘aberration ':
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‘In a flash, at a trumpet crash,

I am all at once what Christ is, since he was what I am, and

This Jack, joke, poor potsherd, patch, matchwood, immortal diamond,
Is immortal . diamond. ’

The historical sanctions of Hopkins’s prosody are far too important to pass
over. There is the classical ancestry, for one thing (and Hopkins, by the way, was
an excellent Greek scholar); equally, there is the native ancestry-—the significant
fact that Hopkins's stress-prosody was in a way a revival, after centuries, of the
traditions of Beowulf and Piers Plowman. Dr. Iyengar, unfortunately, shows
nothing like sureness in dealing with the subject. For the former, he contents
himself with a vague reference to ‘ Latin and Greek lyrics ’; for the latter, he relies
in the main on a quotation from Herbert Read. Incidentally, Hopkins’s indebted-
ness to Old English poetry does mot seem to have been limited to stress-prosody
and alliteration. Other features of Old English poetry—abundance of compound
words, parallelisms, accumulation of epithets—repeat themselves in Hopkins's verse
(compare, for the last two items, the first stanza of The Wweck of the Deutschland
or the opening verse of The Leaden Echo and the Goldem Echo or the last but
one line of the extract quoted above, to name only a few examples; compound
words are too familiar a feature of Hopkins's .poetry to need illustration). Dr.
Iyengar’s treatment of Hopkins's diction is more satisfactory; and as a sample
of his many good remarks about Hopkins, to which reference has been made above, the
following may be quoted: ‘Many of Hopkins's extraordinary combinations of
words are flashes into the realm of meaning, iridescent thoughts, illuminations;
music and meaning are jerked at us at once-like thunder and lightning, and the
tension of agreement in disagreement makes them assault us with a disturbing
potency .

Dr. Iyengar writes well, and one must have a good word for the phrasing of
many of his critical judgments. We have, however, come across a few puzzling
statements (apart from misprints and instances of carelessness), e.g., the one on
p. 1oz: ‘his letters, his note-books, not to mention his poems, tantalize us by their
capacity to reveal every contour of their author’s personmality * (if they can reveal
every contour, how can they tantalize?). Or, take this statement on p. 168: °the
whole theme is galvanized into a stream of sound that keeps one’s faculties fully
engaged ’, or this other on p. 142: ‘the heart-rending S. O. S. for the spiritual
rain that should stir the Waste Land into fresh and fulsome (sic) life ’, ‘There would
be no objection to sprung metaphors, any more than to Hopkins’s sprung rhythms,
provided that, in springing on each other, they did not break each other’s back.

Dr. Iyengar’s book would be better with an Index and fewer quotations from
other critics. There is a useful select bibliography, which however omits one or
two recent items like the works of W. H. Gardner and Dr. W. A. M. Peters.
The Rev. Jerome D’Souza, s.J., Principal, Loyola College, Madras, and an old
teacher of Dr. Iyengar’s, contributes a well-written Foreword, a little too in-
sistent, however, on the fact that Hopkins was a Jesuit priest. ’

The book is well printed on bad paper. The price is excessive for a demy-
octavo monograph of xvi+ 194 pages

T.N.S.

TeACHING—A  Quarterly Technical Journal for Teachers, Vol. xx, No. 4,
June, 1948, Oxford University Press.

Teaching, a quarterly journal for teachers, contains in its issue for June, 1948,
a number of thoughtful articles on a most controversial subject, viz., the place
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»f English in free India’s educational system. Sir Hari Singh Gour maintains that
English must be India’s lingua framca. At one time, he says, Hindusthani was
su’ggested as such a language, but it was soon found that it was no language at
ill, but a blend of Hindi and Urdu. :The Osmania University  of Hyderabad
mparted instruction- in’ Urdu and set up a Translation Committee which
dad to coin 64,000 new words from Persian and Arabic. Hindi, he adds, is,
in vocabulary, an even poorer language than Urda and he draws the swift con-
clusion that neither Hindi, nor Urdu, nor indeed the ‘* richer " languages of Tamil,
Telegu, Bengali, Marathi or Oriya will “‘ever’” be able to compete with the English
language which has taken * deep root’’ in India.

Dr. W. M. Ryburn of Christian High School, Kharar, is equally emphatic in
his opinion that English cannot be the lingua franca. . . . English will no longer
be compulsory in schools. ,.it will be in the same position as that occupied by
French or German in English Schools.

Commonsense would, no doubt, support Dr. Ryburn’s opinion, but the question -
bristles with peculiar difficulties in the case of India. As the Editor wisely remarks,
all are agreed that the mother-tongue must be restored to its rightful place, ......
but will this mean regional language universities? How will regional isolationism
fit in with the declared policy of the Government for the unity of India? ~ Is not
language one of the strongest bonds that can unite a population so heterogenous
as this country possesses?

Dr. S. C. Sen Gupta of our College says that English must, no doubt, surrender
its primacy, but it must stay as a compulsory minor subject. If, in the future,
any of our regional languages makes adequate progress, it will automatically be
the most widely used language in India, as French was in Europe until recently.

We are in substantial agreement with Dr. Sen Gupta’s opinion and many of
our readers must have noticed that Pandit Nehru too, in a recent address, said
that the national language must grow, it cannot be imposed by legislation. Our
only objection is to the word ‘‘if ’. We do not like to exclaim,

‘O Time, thou must entangle this, not I,
It is too hard a knot for me to untie.”

It is clear, however, that English must continue to play an important Jole in our
universities for a decade or more, and, that in the meanwhile, we must choose
one Indian language as the medium of university instruction and plan for and
perfect that language. .

DiILIPKUMAR SEN.

THE GREAT SENTINEL—A STUDY OF RABINDRANATH TAGORE. By Dr. S. C. Sen
Gupta. A. Mukherjee & Co., Calcutta, 1948. Price Rs. 6. Pp. 243.

In the space of 238 pages Dr. Sen Gupta has given us a study of Rabindranath
Tagore, not so much for the Bengali reader as for the non-Bgngali, though the
Bengali reader is not altogether left out. Of the twelve chapters wlnchvforz‘n the book,
the first two dwell on the salient points of the events m the poet’s life, two on
his philospphy of life and its expression through a.nalog1e§ and apologues drawp
from nature and from Indian myths and legends and ancient tales, three on his
ipoems, two on his dramas, two on fiction, and then the author concludes.

The author has been a well-known writer both in English and ?engalf, afnd
both on English and Bengali literary men, and he has been noted for discrimination
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and lucidity of his style and expression—a reputation which he sustains Eve,
for bim 1t has been no ordinary task to write on Rabindranath and to present
him within the compass of a volume like this But the author’s treatment and
his manner of writing carries the reader to the journey’'s end, and without a jolt,
whatever may be the reader s disagreements m matters of opmion The songs of love
and of life i particular have been treated with a remarkable clarity of expression

A few of the disagreements may be stated here Was Sati's giving up of her Iife
on hearmg her husband, the Lord Shiva, abused by her father an act of * smwude”?
(Page 64) Literally so, 1t may be, but the association 1s entwely different Agam,
too much attention, one feels, 1s given to criticisms by Professors Rolld and Thomp-
son, evidently to disabuse the non-Bengali readets of Tagore’s works of the
impressions they may have formed from thewr study under the guidance of these
critics The author’s difficulty (on p 2r11) 1n findmg a suitable explanation for
too much pre-occupation with marriage rituals m Gord, 1s easily removable—the
form of marriage and the particular ceremony to be observed m that connection
bad its importance in Gora, because 1t amounted to a problem for the commumty
mn those days, and there Rabindranath responded to his environment

The lhmitation of range, set forth i the preface, bars out all discourse on
Rabmdranath s prose style, except prose satire (on p. 203), and his essays, and
his Chokher-Bals and Shesher Kavitd have not been included for treatment, pre
sumably for want of theirr English translations But even selective criticism may
not afford to go m for such important omussions—even for the non-Bengah reader
Rabindranath’s essays are too much a portion of his literary work to be so left
out One misses even a casual reference to them If his songs were a contributiod
to the Swadeshi Movement in the first decade of this century, so were his essays,“
and one musses all reference to them One misses also cn or about p 25 Mahatma
Gandhy's standpoint wis-a-vss Rabindranath’s, specially when the author has ‘cakel‘r
his title (cue?) from Gandhir’s caption of his rejoinder to Rabindranath’s protest*‘
** The Great Sentmnel ”’. If Rabmdranath’s objection m those days to Gandhlan
standpomnt deserved a mentlon in some detail, Gandhij’s reply, stated in the contexf,
would have made the content fuller. Objection has been made as to why a
casual controversy should stamp itself on the personality of the poet One would
like to add (p 39) that the Convocation address to the Umversity of Calcutta m
1937—by the first non-official—was also the first to be delivered in Bengal, m
consonance with his character, and that his momentous speech on his last burth day,
declaring his disillusionment about the character of Englishmen m his own time, was
too important an item of his life to be left out (p 40).

The printing and general get-up have been quite good, but apart from ‘ Druba’
and ‘ Kemankar: ’, the continued use of ‘ Satish ’ for ‘Sachish’ becomes a source of
writation.

Dr. Sen Gupta's assessment of the poet as ‘‘ one of the greatest poets of all
times and one of the most significant figures m the modern world *’ 1s sure of
universal acceptance , he i1s more specific when he says “ While science was pro
ceeding to the splittmg of the atom, he held forth the ideal of wholeness and
completeness and preached the truth and value of undivided human personality, of
the unity of Man, Nature and God To mean ot all countries and for men of all
ages, he has sung, as no other poet has done, of the joy of life and of the wonder
and beauty of the world, of humanity i God and of divmity in man

PRIYVARANJAN SEN
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