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FOREWORD 

Following the existing practice, I have pleasure in 
writing•a few lines as Foreword to the first issue of the 
College Magazine this session. We celebrated last year 
its Silver Jubilee and the response we obtained from our 
numerous distinguished ex-students was really stimulat­
ing. It is a matter of great'pride and satisfaction that 
the College still maintains its claims on the affections 
of its alumni, many of whom have been out of touch 
with it for several decades. 

May we, its present members, hold up the high 
traditions of the College, combining on the one hand 
scholarship entailing the restless spirit of enquiry with 
sportsmanship connoting all the qualities that go to 
make hardy robust manhood on the other ! 

B. M.S. 
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Chronicle and Comment 

Twenty-jive Years 

The Presidency College Magazirie celebrated its twenty-fifth birth­
day with the Silver Jubilee Number of April, 1939. The quarter of 
a century which has rolled by has seen the Magazine pass triumphantly 
through years of sturdy adolescence to the maturity of full-grown youth. 
With reasonable pride and a sober consciousness of our achievement, 
we may felicitate ourselves on the quality of the fare we have provided 
and the traditions in college journalism we have established. Welcome 
to our fellow-coilegians throughout the passing years, the Magazine has 
been hailed with enthusiasm by members of other coileges as weli. We 
introduce with pleasure a new feature in the Magazine this time­
" Twenty-five Years Ago "-which, we trust, will be relished by our 
readers in that it will offer them an opporfm:tity of basking in the light 
of other days and looking at things of the past through the spectacles 
of the present. 

* * * * * 
Th~ Shadow of War 

Tpe first issue of the Magazine was published in 1914 under the 
shadow of war and there is a tragic resemblance in atmosphere and 
environment as we stand to-day on the threshold of publication. 
England is at war again. Far from the smoking plains and humming 
skies of war-tossed Europe, we hardly realise the brutality of modern 
warfare. The ~old print of news sheets, however vehement the printed 
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word, can never ~ve an exact representation of that agonised wretched­
ness which is now the fate of innocent civilians, mangled and slaughtered 
in thousands by barbarian invaders. The'age of chivalry is apparently 
gone. To the vandals of modern Europe, out for territorial aggrandise­
ment, treaties are scraps of paper and solemn promises but empty 
sounds ; pity is to ~hem effeminate sensibility, kindness is a solecism in 
their lexicon. But ideals still live on earth and nations believing in< 
political righteousness are yet capable of tremendous self-saqifice. The 
British Commonwealth of Nations solidly stands behind Great Britain 
in this solemn hour when, with her noble ally, pitted against a ruthless 
aggressor, she is waging war for humanity and civilisati<m, fighting as 
of old to make the world safer for enlightened democracy. 

* * * * * 
University Results 

This year, as in previous years, the results of our College at the 
University Examinations have been quite creditable. We occupied the 
21ld, 3rd, sth, 6th and 7th places in the I.Sc. list, and on the combined 
results of the I. A. and I.Sc. Examinations we secured fourteen asterisks. 
At the B. A. Honours Examination we obtained fifteen places in the 
First Class in different subjects, viz., 3 in English, I in Sanskrit, 6 in 
Persian, I in Philosophy, I in History, I in Economics and 2 in Mathe~ 
matics, with the first places in English, Sanskrit, Persian, Philosophy, 
Economics and Mathematics ; in the B. Sc. Honours lists we had four 
places in the First Class, viz., 2 in Physics, I in Botany and I in 
Physiology, with the first places in Botany and Physiology. Ours were 
the largest number of places in the First Class at the Honours Examina­
tions in Arts and Science. Our congratulations to all who have guarded 
the honour of the flag and kept it flying. 

* * * * * 
Alumni News 

At the last I. C. S. Examinations held in Delhi and London three 
Bengalees came out successful, and all three are Presidency 'boys.' In 
India, Mr. Asoke Mitra stood second in the competition, and we note 
with pleasure that he was the Editor of the Magazine in I936-37. In 
England, Messrs. Sudhendujyoti Majumdar and Akhtar-uz-Zaman 
successfully passed through the competition. Another ex-Editor 'of the 
College Magazine (1934-35), Mr. Ardhendu Bakshi, successfully com­
peted for and was recruited to the Indian Audit and Accounts Service, 
and Mr. Satyendra Mohan Ghosh was appointed to the Indian Posts and 
Telegraphs Service. 
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• Messrs. Purnendu Kumar Banerjee (ex-Secretary, College Union, 
for two sessions) and Dalim Kumar Guha have been taken as proba­
tioners in the Higher Grade oi the Calcutta Port Commissioners' Service 
after an All-India selection. Our congTatulations in each case. 

We congratulate also Dr. Pratul Chandra Gupta, M.A. (Cal.),Ph.D. 
(Lond.), on his appointment as a Lecturer in History at the Calcutta 
•University. In his student days he was a most prominent member of 
the College Union-One of the founders of our Rabindra Parishad and 
a most efficient Secretary of the Bengali Literary Society. 

* * * * 
Classes for All-India Examinations 

That the graduates of the Calcutta University have not been 
acquitting themselves with credit at the All-India Public Service Exami­
nations has been a lamentable fact for some years past. We are glad 
to state that Presidency College is now seeking to remedy the situation. 
Government have been pleased to sanction and finance the necessary 
arrangements at the College for suitably coaching intending candidates 
for the I. C. S. and other All-India competitive examinations. Distin­
guished scholars and educationists have been roped in for the guidance 
of students who, for a practically nominal fee, are now privileged to 
attend regular classes and receive direction from persons like Dr. W. A. 
Jenkins, I.E.s., Mr. A. K. Chanda, I.E.s., Mr. R. C. Bonnerjee, 
Barrister-at-Law and Professor Humayun Kabir. 

·* 
Football and Tennis 

* * * * 

The achievement of our College in the field of sport has been no 
less gratifying this session. After an interval of nine years we have 
been able to annex the Elliot Shield which we so frequently won in the 
past. Elsewhere we publish an extract from an old number which 
describes how Presidency College won the Shield in I9I4· The second 
trophy won by our College for the first time this year is the Hardinge 
Birthday Shield. This double victory shows the efficiency of our 
formidable P. C. F. C. Our congratulations to members of the College 
team, both individually and collectively. 

DiJip Bose of our Second Year Arts Class was one of the members 
of the All-India tennis team chosen for the Davis Cup Competition. 
He entered the Irish Championship in Dublin but went down in the 
third round to Ghaus Mohammed, India's No. r. He went up to the 
fourth round in the Nottinghamshire Championship. We are proud of 
the laurels our frlend has won abroad, 
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Autumn Social 

The College Union will hold a dramati:;: performance as usual befo~e 
the Autumn Vacation. The play selected for staging this time . 1s 
Tagore's Chirakumar_ Sabha. Rehearsals are in full swing; Sree]ut 
Tinkori Chakravarty, the well-known actor, is very kindly coaching the 
student-artistes in their respective roles. We wish the performance all 
success. 

* * * . * * 
Our Emeritus Professor 

The status of an Emeritus Professor has been confem!d by Govern~ 
ment upon our revered teacher, Professor Praphulla Chandra Ghosh, 
M.A., F.R.s., on his retirement after continuous service here for more 
than three decades. · It is a great honour for a great professor. The 
late Sir J. C. Bose was the only other Emeritus Professor in our College. 
We respectfully wish Professor Ghosh many a coming year of fruitful 
activity in intimate contact with his beloved College which he has served 
with such zeal and devotion. 

* * * * * 
Changes in the Staff 

Mr. S. C~ Banerji, M.A., B.sc., F.L.S., our Senior Professor of 
Botany, retired from service on the 16th of August last. Son of an 
illustrious father, the late Sir Gooroodass Banerji, who was himself a 
distinguished alumnus of this College in the sixties of tl}e last century, 
Mr. Banerji was a student here for six years from 1901 to 1907 and a 
Professor of Botany for the last twenty-five years. His retirement 
removes a valuable link with the past. We shall miss him greatly. 
The cause of charity will suffer not a little in his absence-the silent 
helping hand will be far away from us. We shall long remember him 
for his unassuming character, his benevolent disposition and his inspir­
ing lectures. 

The vacancy created by the retirement of Mr. S. C. Banerji has 
been filled by Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta who has been promoted to the 
B. S. E. S. and has taken over charge of the Botany Department. 
Dr. Balai Chand Kundu, M.A. (Cal.), Ph.D. (Leeds), F.L.s., Lecturer, 
Rajshahi College, has succeeded Dr. Sen Gupta as a Professor of 
Botany. We heartily congratulate Dr. Sen Gupta and welcome 
Dr. Kundu. 

Mr. Sunil Chandra Sen, Lecturer in Physiology, has been appointed 
to act as a Professor of the subject vice Mr. Nibaran Chandra Bhatta~ 
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.:haryya, retired. Mr. Bimal Kumar Chatterji, M.Sc., Professor of 
Zoology, Scottish Church College, has joined Presidency College in the 
newly sanctioned post of Lecturer in Biology in which subject classes 
were started from the commencement of the current session. Our con­
gratulations to Professors Sen and Chatterji on their new appointments. 

Maulvi Hafiz Muhammad Abdul Hafeez has been transferred to the 
Islamic Intermediate College, Dacca, on promotion to the B. E. S. and 
his place as Lecturer in Arabic and Persian has been filled by Maulvi 
S. G. M. Hilali who has arrived on transfer from Chittagong College. 
Mr. Dwijendra Kumar Majumdar, Professor of Physics,, has retired, and 
Professor Abihas Chandra Saha, transferred from Chittagong College, 
fills the vacancy. We cordially welcome our new professors. 

Mr. Himangsu Lal Sarker, the Physical Instructor, has left our 
College on being appointed as a Lecturer in Biology at Cotton College, 
Gauhati. Mr. Sasi Mohan Chaudhuri, Accountant, Bengal Engineering 
College, has succeeded Mr. Surendra Nath Ganguly as the Head Assist­
ant, Presidency College. 

* * * * * 
Indian History Congress 

The Indian History Congress will hold its third session in Calcutta 
on December I5, r939, and the following days. The Calcutta Univer­
sity is taking every possible step to make this session a thorough success. 
A large number of eminent scholars and leading historians fro~ various 
parts of India are expected to come to Calcutta to participate in the 
deliberations of the Congress. We are pleased to note the official 
connexion of o~r College with the History Congress. The Hon'ble 
Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, Vice-Chancellor of the University, an ex­
student of our_ College, is Chairman of the Reception Committee ; 
Professor S. C. Sarkar is one of the Local Secretaries; Dr. U. N. 
Ghosal is Secretary of the Ancient and Imperial period section ; and 
Professor S. C. Majumdar has been elected the Convener of the 
Volunteers' Organisation Committee. Our Department of History is 
thus intimately associated with the forthcoming Indian History Congress, 
and we wish the Congress all success in its third session. 

* * * * * 
Obituary 

We have lost several distinguished old boys since we appeared last. 
The oldest of the memories of Presidency College pass away with the 
late Rai Jogendra Nath Ghosh Bahadur (r867-I872), Retired District 
and Sessions Judge. He died at the ripe old age of 88 at his residence 
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in Calcutta. The Rai Bahadur was one of the graduates present in 
that remarkable gathering of ex-students of the College convened by 
Mr. Stapleton on March 20, 1926. He retired from the Judicial Service 
in 1909 and served as Professor in the University Law College for some 
time. He was every inch a gentleman, with a wide range of interests. 
In his later years, he published a selection of Bengali religious poems 
and an annotated edition of the religious songs of Ramprasad which 
show much scholarship and originality. 

By the death of Mr. Biraj Mohan Majumdar (r887-I89o), the retired 
Vice-Principal, the University Law College suffered an irreparable loss. 
Mr. Majumdar had a very eventful career-from the position of a 
teacher in a High School he rose to the position of the Vice-Principal of 
the University Law College with which his name will be for ever asso­
ciated. He had remarkable versatility and shone in many a sphere 
other than those of the Bar and the University. We mourn his loss as 
a teacher, as an educationist and as a lawyer. 

In Mr. Mahim Chandra Roy (r888-r89I and r893-I894) Mymen­
singh loses one of her distinguished sons. He was an eminent lawyer­
the leader of the Mymensingh Bar-and a most prominent public man 
of the district. 

With sad hearts we record the premature death of Dr. Praphulla­
nath Ghatak, M.sc., Ph.D., sometime Demonstrator, Presidency College. 
He was a Lecturer in Botany at the University College of Science. A 
promising career has been cruelly cut short. Death was too cruel indeed 
in the case of Mr. M. S. S. Jung Bahadur Rana, a popular student of 
our Second Year Arts Class. 

* * * * 
The papers have just announced the death of Professor Sigmund 

Fz:eud, the originator of psycho-analysis. His was an intensely original 
mind and his contributions to human knowledge were as startling as 
thought-provoking. His system of psycho-analysis was much exploited 
and abused by crazy charlatans when Freud was the cry, everywhere, 
but things have apparently returned to normal now and he is neither 
worshipped as a saint nor denounced as a crank. Death cancels all 
variances, but one cannot help being shocked at the recollection Qf the 
cruelty which drove the savant into exile and compelled him to seek 
a haven in friendly England-the veteran's last home and final resting­
place. 



The Genesis of the Present War 
JN November, 1918, Kaiser William II sneaked away from Germany­

a frustrated man. He could not face the world, for by him the 
>world was plunged int~ a devastating war. The allied nations had 
poured out their life-blood in a continuous stream for more than four 
years to crush German militarism. Fpr more than four years the earth 
had groaned jp agony. 

And the memory of that terrible holocaust lingered in men's minds. 
The victors were naturally vindictive. Never would Germany be again 
allowed to menace the peace of the world. But across the seas President 
Wilson came to secure a just and enduring peace for an afflicted genera­
tion. The time was not opportune for that. Germany had to reap the 
whirlwind. Nemesis had come. Germany had plunged the whole world 
into a war, and Germany had to pay for ~t. The voice across the 
Atlantic faded away leaving an echo in the ,League of Nations. 

Clemenceau' s peace was forced upon Germany in the form of a 
final ultimatum ; Germany was not allowed to speak. The terms of the 
Versailles Treaty with regard to Germany were severe. To France went 
Alsace and Lorraine, and the Saar coalfield " in full and absolute posses­
sion with exclusive rights of exploitation " for at least fifteen years. To 
Poland went a portion of Silesia, Posen and West Prussia. Czecho­
slovakia secure.d a fraction of Upper Silesia. Danzig and Memelland 
were put under an Allied Commission. Germany had to give up all her 
colonies and concessions abroad and she was left with no means of self­
defence hcept an army limited to wo,ooo men and a navy hopelessly 
reduced. Reparations had to be paid also. As a guarantee for the 
execution of these terms " the German territory situated to the west of 
the Rhine, together with the bridgeheads, was to be occupied by Allied 
and Associated- troops for a period of fifteen years." Germany's hopes 
for a Wilsonian peace crashed in ruins, in national humiliation. And 
here the germ of Hitlerism lay. 

The Treaty of Versailles thus remained as a standing shame to 
Genn8.J1y, but weakened Germany lay prostrate. Germany was declared 
a Republic. The Weimar constitution came into being. It was to the 
Germans a monument of failure, war-guilt and humiliation which no 
honourable nation could allow to stand. And there was more in store 
for the Germans. The period from 1919-1923 was a period of persecu­
tion and uncetl:ainty ; , a vindictive policy was carried on against 



g PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE 

Germany which availed nothing. The Ruhr was invaded by France ; 
the German currency collapsed. 

' In 1924 Europe woke to a realisation of the truth that in the re-
construction of the world the co-operation of Germany was needed. 
The Dawes Committee observed that Germany could pay reparations if 
her industries were in a flourishing condition. Arrangements were 
accordingly made to give a foreign loan to Germany. And Germany 
moodily accepted it. The Locarno Pact allowed Germany to become a 
member of the League of Nations. Till the year 1929 the German 
Republic was at its best. It was on paper the freest republic the world 
has even seen. Political and moral freedom was grantea to the fullest 
extent ; toleration was carried to fantastic limits. Man was entirely left 
to himself, he could develop himself in the best way he liked. He could 
read, write, publish and teach anything that he chose. 

But the strength of the Weimar Republie-its belief in freedom­
was also its weakness. The Germans are traditionally of militaristic 
spirit. Their ideals are Honour and Duty, and their watchword 
Discipline. The Republic could not give the people what they wanted. 
Germany became a free fair for profiteers and for immigrant Jews. So 
the Social Democratic government of the Republic had many enexnies­
the Communists, the Catholics of the Centre party, the Nationalists and 
the National Socialists. The inside of Germany was rotten. By the 
year 1932 the German people came to the limits of their endurance­
revolution, inflation and unemployment one followed another in quick 
succession. The people were ready to rebel against the Powers that had 
dictated the Versailles Treaty and against the Social Democrats of the 
Weimar Constitution. The Social Democrats had given to Germany 
what Germany did not want: they had given to Germany liberty instead 
of leadership and profiteers instead of prophets. The people looked for 
leadership to overthrow the Republic, to tear up the Versailles Treaty· 
and to give the Germans what they wanted, Honour and Duty. The 
National Socialist party of Hitler seemed the only possible saviour of 
Germany. 

Hitler's programme spoke for itself. It was anti-Jew, anti­
foreigner, anti-profiteer, anti-Weimar and anti-Versailles. The leader 
had come at last with a vengeance. Hitler taught that the Germans 
were the elite of the Aryan stock whose civilization the whole world was 
aping. The stigma of war-guilt and the subsequent humiliation of 
Versailles were thrown to the four winds of heaven. The response of 
the German people to Hitler's programme was wide and enthusiastic. 
A new spirit was infused into German activities, the nation must vindi­
cate its honour. 
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From 1933 Hitler marched from victory to victory without any 
bloodsh~d. Germany was ' J:azified." In 1935 the Saar went back to 
the Reich after a plebiscite. In 1936 German troops were marched into 
the demilitarized zone on the Rhine. In 1937 Austria was absorbed, the 
Fuehrer carried out ~e Auschulss of Austria ; in the same year the 
Anglo-German Naval Agreement was concluded which allowed Germany 
to build a navy within certain limits. The Treaty of Versailles silently 
met its doom ; nobody wanted to reiterate its clauses. 

But the turning point came in 1938, in the September crisis. 
Hitler told the world that Sudetanland was the last territorial claim of 
Germany. And the Munich Pact was signed by Hitler, Mussolini, 
Daladier and Chamberlain. There was a cry in the world against the 
policy of appeasement followed by Great Britain and France. Chamber­
lain saw deeper. If Hitler remained satisfied, then all was well, well for 
Germany and the world. But if Germany under Hitler broke the 
promise Great Britain should stand ready to stop further aggression. 
Munich was really Chamberlain's triumph. 

Hitler did not stop as it was feared. He annexed Czechoslovakia 
and Memelland. Great Britain and France prepared themselves. Hitler 
determined to menace the world ~ith Hitlerism and thereby endanger 
the peace of the civilized world. The world must now be rid of this 
menace of Hitlerism. Hitlerism is based on a theory of brute force. 
Nothing human is allowed to flourish in the State ; love, liberty and free­
dom are pushed aside to bring in the worship of the god of war. Human 
feelings and softer emotions of life have no place in Germany. The 
State controls everything ; it does not want to build men but automatons 
to carry out in blind obedience the dictates of the Fuehrer. The 
Germans must not be allowed to think or reason ; they must not let their 
imagination wander in realms unknown. The whole of Germany is a 
military camp, and the Gestapo watches over it. Germany in the 
redeeming of her honour has been brought to this plight under the 
leadership of Hitler. Not only that. Hitler wants to spread the Nazi 
methods on the face of the earth. He wants to rule the world with his 
blatant aggressive militarism ; he does not care for the principles of 
justice and peace. What the present civilization holds dear is in danger 
of being 'bombed' into splinters. Brute force, unprovoked aggression 
and illsensate lust for power are the things for which Hitlerism now 
stands ; and the interests of the German nation are now being sacrificed 
at the altar of Hitlerism. 

Britain had to stand against this new menace to the world civiliza­
tion. And Pollmd was given guarantees of help by Great Britain and 

2 
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France, as Poland was understood to be the next victim of Hitler's 
ambition. There was another meaning if the guarantees to Poland. 
Germany has already made herself too strong, and if the Powers do not 
help Poland in resisting the ambition of Hitler, then Hitler would be 
stronger still. The Balance of Power would be upset ; and then the 
barbaric principle of Nazism would prevail on the earth. This is not a 
new thing in English history ; in the previous centuries England had , 
to fight against nations or persons who attempted to dominate Europe. 
England had to meet the challenge of Spain under Philip II, of 
France under Louis XIV and later under Napoleon; and each time 
England came out successful to maintain the Balance of .Power. This 
time the task will be easier perhaps in the long run ; because the 
attempted domination of Europe means the spread of Nazism which 
the whole world abhors. 

Yet another point in the present war is the conflict of ideologies. 
This is a fight between democracy and totalitarianism. But totalitari­
nism based as it is on force and national emergency has a less sure 
ground than democracy. Democracy has many faults, but it is 
conscious of them and it therefore tries to remedy them in a gradual 
process. The present dictatorship in Europe is adolescent, it uses 
blustering methods because of its hot

1
blood. But democracy is mature. 

It has not the outside vigour of a dictatorship, but nonetheless it is 
strong in its wisdom. Democracy moves with the will of the nation, 
however slight the will may be. But dictatorship alienates itself in the 
long run from the affections of its own people. Human life cannot be 
kept at a tension indefinitely. 

The war broke out this September. It is useless to calculate any­
thing. The events move fast. Russia has come in with Germany to 
partition Poland. We do not know how long the war will take to run 
its course. Great Britain, as Mr. Chamberlain has said, is fighting 
against the forces of Evil; and Right will ultimately prevail. We 
await that day when the sun will emerge from the murky clouds, when 
Hitlerism will be crushed out from the face of the earth. 

A. K. M. M. 



Economic Planning-its Theory 
and Practice 

MONISH! MoHAN SEN-Fifth Year Economics. 

I 

WHAT IS PLANNING? 

E CONOMIC planning as an idea is not a recent one. Even in the 
dim period of the ancient Hindu civilisation, there were in­

junctions (found in the Arthashastras) seeking to order the economic 
life of the country. All this, however, can be of little save historical 
interest to-day, for problems have changed radically and the perplexi­
ties which face us to-day are very much unlike those which the ancient 
economists had to tackle. 

Economic planning as we understand it to-day, owes its origin to 
-the Great War. The belligerent powers aimed to win and to this end 

they adjusted their schemes of production, distribution and exchange. 
This idea, moreover, did not perish with the Treaty of Versailles, but 
lingered on with erratic prominence, thanks to the Russian Five-Year 
Plan, until the Great Depression brought it to the forefront of economic 
problems once more. 

What is the exact implication of the term ' planning ' ? Broadly 
speaking, it signifies an adjustment of means to ends, together with the 
implication of a choice of the means as well as the ends. There is there­
fore a duality of connection between the two. 

The existing social order does not by itself embody such a conscious 
plan. But this does not explain why a great number of us desire to 
escape from this into a planned economy. To find an answer, we have 
to examine the structure of the unplanned system we see about us. 

II 

AN UNPLANNED EcoNOMY-ITs MEcHANISM 

A..'~'m ITS LIMITATIONS 

The essential characteristic of an unplanned economy, which has 
evolved through centuries of slow growth, is its freedom of choice . 

• Tpere is no regimentation of consumers, neither is there any excessive 
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control over producers. This is not to say that we stick to the old 
"laissez-faire" philosophy. We have £:>ne much further than t~e 
limited bounds of state control which Sidgwick propounded. But Ill 

spite of all this, there is a large sphere of freedom. The doctrine of 
competition still holds in a limited circle. 

In what sense is such a community an unplanne4 one? An absence 
of regimentation of the producers and the consumers ,implies an absence ' 
of central control which is the vital factor in differentiating an un­
planned economy from a planned one. The latter carries with it the 
idea of external control over the economic life of a people. The former 
implies freedom for the individual to follow his own will. "This is, how­
ever, not to exclude planning completely from an economy. For if to 
plan is to adjust means to an end, every individual in the so-called 
unplanned economy plans ahead. He adjusts his expenditure over 
time to ensure maximum satisfaction. In short, he "dips into the 
future '' to order his life as far as his faculties allow. There is conscious 
planning in every one of the atomic individuals though no central 
authority dictates the nature of economic activity from the top. 

The question therefore arises, as to what holds the productive 
structure of the country from disintegrating into as many units as there 
are individuals. The answer can be given from both the negative and 
the positive aspects. For while, the stages of division of labour arrived 
at after years of evolution prevents the splitting up of the industrial 
unit beyond a certain size, the system of money and prices enables the 
whole process to be carried on with as little haphazardness as possible. 
The Price mechanism builds order out of chaos and incorporates the 
plans of the atomic individuals into one mass of total activity. On the 
side of the consumer it arranges for maximum satisfaction, on that of 
the producer it ensures a guide regarding both the volume and the 
character of production ; while finally, on the side of the factors of 
production it secures their maximum utilization according to the dictates 
of marginal productivity. 

But although, theoretically, the price mechanism can achieve such 
miracles (and what true Marshallian would deny that?), it labours under 
several drawbacks. The connection between the remuneration and the 
amo.unt of t~e various factors of production forthcoming from society, 
for mstance, IS loose. That there is some connection is plain hut the 
manifestation of such a tendency can hardly be supposed to be' as direct 
a~ the other tendencies to maximum utility. As Mrs. Wootton has 
sa~d, " 'f_he doct.rin~ that the general supply of labour is regulated by the 
pnce paid for 1t m wages has recently lost caste. It is evident that 
people do not adjust their breeding to the laws of supply and demand._" 
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In the case of interestagain; economic theory has moved in the 
gpposite direction, but with ?an eqq.ally deadly effect, so far as the 
niargin:al productivity theory is concerned. Saving is equal to Invest­
mentwhatever the rate of interest-this is what we declare now. It 
Seems as if the beli~f in the Rate of Interest as an equalizer between 
present sacrifices and future benefit has lost caste as well. 

We are, therefore, not quite in the same position as we thought 
ourselves to be. But yet, we have to concede a large part of the 
compensatory tendency which the perfect price mechanism possesses. 
Jiowever, in the unplanned economy as we work it, the perfect price 
mechanism iso never found and this gives rise to three good reasons 
why· the current system has been falling in the estimation of the public. 
In the first place, the system of prices has been actuallY. found to be 
susceptible to violent fluctuations from time to time. Secondly, the 
system creates great inequalities in individual income, while finally, the 
price mechanism together with its necessary adjuncts,-private property 
and enterprise-creates class discrimination and strife. 

The first is of outstanding public interest due to the regular visita­
tion of the depressions. We have heard much talk about poverty in 
the midst of plenty, farmers burning wheat while industrial workers 
starved, and things of that nature. The necessity of planning is accord­
ingly pushed forward by ~thusiasts. But before giving a direct answer 
in favour of or against the unplanned economy, we shall have to 
consider whether the defect is inherent in the price mechanism or is 
capable of be~g set right by minor corrections. 

The principle on which unplanned production is based depends 
upon the nature of consumer's demand as anticipated by the producer. 
Crises are, in the final analysis, the result of the frustration of these anti­
cipations which are markedly influenced by the price level. Profe5sor 
Robbins gives us a chain linking the initial and the final phases leading 
to a crisis. Th~ m~~ement starts in a profit inflation which leads 
to expansion of the capital goods industries, giving rise to an increase in 
elllployment and activity in consumption goods industries at first and 
then to a rise in costs (through rise in wages and interest charges). The 
final effect is to ·frustrate the anticipations of the producers which marks 
the initiation of the depression through hurried sales and low prices of 
capita? goods which spreads through the whole monetary structure.* 

*Karl Marx's indictment of the capitalist economy as ~ing inevitably sub­
ject to Trade Cycles is supported by a naive mixture of the overproduction and 
underconsumptio:o. theories,-thoroughly in accordance, no doubt, with the. 
<1mmunist thesis~ A criticism of this is simple. In the first place, to say that 
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Can such an occurrence be regulated? Due to the importance of 
the credit structure in modem productio{l, it is true that the Central 
Bank is now in a much stronger position than it was fifty years ago. 
The monetary authorities have recognised this as the continuous shi~t 
from stability of exchange to stability of prices and finally to economic 
stability as the objective of monetary policy signifies. 

The difficulties in the way are great no doubt. The insufficiency< 
of our state of knowledge should, by itself, cause us grave misgivings. 
But one thing is certain. The exigencies of modern economic conditions 
have forced us to adopt planning to a greater and greate~ extent. Th~ 
elementary management necessary for the classical gold standard has 
had to be developed to fit the needs of business stability. 

The second and the third deficiencies are easy to understand. 
That the unplanned economy makes for inequality of incomes should 
be obvious to every reader of communist literature. But as to how 
far such a tendency can be counteracted by taxation and other 
activities of the state remains a problem largely unsolved. 

III 

THE STRUCTURE OF A PLANNED ECONOMY 

A planned economy is one where there is a deliberate choice of 
ends as well as a deliberate framing of policy to attain those ends. It 
is therefore rendered distinct from a planless system by a deliberate 
subservience of the irrational price mechanism to central control. Given 
these fundamental conditions what would be the nature of a planned 
economy? 

At the top would be the final economic authority, a Planning 
Commission, typified by the Gosplan of Russia. The function of this 
body would be not to decide the details of management but the broad 
points at issue such as the localization of industries, the allocation of 
resources between different industries and the like. It is evident, that 

the situation in the earlier stages of production depends exclusively on the con­
sumpt~on goods ~ndustries,-that if the latter flourishes, the former will prosper 
and Vlce versa--ts wrong. According to the reasoning given above an expansion 
of consumers. goods indus.tries d~ring a period of general upswing, spells tHsaster 
for the ~p1tal goods mdustnes . and initiates the depression. The under 
consumption theory, _moreover, p_omts out a wrong criterion for detecting the 
p~e~ence of a ~epress~on. A fall m consumption goods prices is not a sign of a 
cns1s. A fall m cap1tal goods. prices generally comes first. Finally, Durbin 
~nd ot~ers h~ve sho":n that a h1gh rate of saving (due to ineq1tality of incomes) 
1s not mcons1stent w1th the full employment of the factors of production. 
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much greater authority is vested in this body than the price mechanism 
usually. po.ssesses ; for the C01pmission would 1~ot be obliged to keep to 
economic 1ssues only but could also venture m the realms of ethics 
and resthetics. The details of policy would be left to subordinate 
associations, which would compete with one another with regard to the 
different factors of production on the one hand and for the consumers' 
sJemand on the other.* Such an organization implies two things. In 
the first place, it allows the citizen as a consumer to choose between 
one form of satisfaction and another, while secondly, it allows the 
citizen as a producer to choose his own occup~tion. The limited 
c~mpetition which such planning allows would naturally manifest itself 
in money prices, for even here we cannot do without a money economy. 

A productive system which we have outlined must therefore be 
" viewed as a world of competing monopolies and its economic working 
must be studied as a theory of monopolies.'' But the theory must be 
modified to fit the circumstances of a planned st~te. The objective 
here, in other words, should be not maximum net revenue, but the 
supply of articles at a price adequate to prevent a loss and at the same 
time satisfy the maximum demand-the ideal of perfect competition. 

This gives us a cursory view of the planned organization. With 
regard to labour, we have already mentioned that a choice of occupa­
tion given to the citizens, is not inconsistent with the mechanism of 
corporations. The accumulation of capital may take place in two 
ways. In the first place, it may arise out of tlle proceeds of the 
nationalized pn;>ducing units; while, secondly, it may arise from the 
accumulation of individuals. (We assume here that the citizen does 
possess private property and is allowed to save). ro control this mass 
of capital, an organization similar to the National Investment Board 
suggested by Hugh Dalton in his Practical Socialisnl should be set up. 
The authority of the Board would be complementary to that of the 
Central Planning Commission and would in brief involve three func­
tions. First, the allocation of the capital of the col.llmunity, statutorily 
entrusted to it, between different branches of production, in normal 
times in accordance with the rate of interest offered by each, but 
governed finally by the dictates of the Planning Commission. A 
second function would be the control of foreign lending governed also 

)1-----'--

* i.e., broadly speaking, for as civilization ad;vances, and standard of being 
slowly rises, a large number of goods become substitutes, and therefore competi­
tive, so far as the general demand is concerned. Thus wonopoly corporations 
though producing physically different commodities may be competitive in the 
true sense" -
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by the PlaiUling Commission. A final duty would be exchange control 
of a high order to prevent the flight of q_apital abroad. 

IV 

THE EFFICIENCY OF A PLANNED EcoNOMY 

The efficiency of such a system must be judged from three poin~ 
of view. First, we must see how far it is able to correct the anomalies 
of the present system. Secondly, we must exam~e how far the charg:s 
made against it are valid, and finally, the soc1al an~ the economic 
implications must be taken into account. 

v 
How FAR DOES PLANNING REMOVE THE EVILS OF THE 

PRESENT SYSTEM? 

In order to answer this question we must take into account the 
three deficiencies of the unplanned economy which we have noticed 
above. Regarding the Trade Cycle we have seen that the unplanned 
system has moved away from laissez-faire, specially so far as the 
management of currency in the interests of the community is concerned. 
How far such control will be effective depends on the technique of 
Central Banking and the environmental conditions. Little restriction, 
however, has been placed on the technique of production with an aim 
to control, and this is where a planned economy is calculated to score. 

It is, however, difficult to declare authoritatively that the Trade 
Cycle would be completely eradicated in such a state of affairs. We 
may reasonably neglect with impunity that evidence to which the 
advocates of planning generally appeal-namely the rising curve of 
business activity in Russia during the range of the depression. That 
was substantially due to the programme of capital expansion she was 
following in order to make up a great deal of lee-way. The acid test 
would be whether she could weather such a storm again. 

In fact, if trade cycles are really due to the frustration of the 
anticipation of the producers it is doubtful whether they can be evaded 
completely-for it is difficult to conceive of the Planning Commission( 
~o be impervious to all ~uch errors. The danger of overcapitalization 
1s always present when mtemational trade is taken into account. It 
is also not absent in cases of production for home demand. For 
assuming a freedom of choice between articles on the part of con-
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suttlers, it is not impossible to conceive of an ebb and flow of demand, 
leading the commission to ~erious errors in the capitalization of 
industries. 

The redeeming feature may be found in the small extent of the 
loss, for admittedly, the social cost would be nothing so great as in an 
implanned system. The danger of unemployment would be consider­
llbly lessened, since adjustment would be speedily arrived at by state 
action. Some unemployment would, nevertheless, remain, due to the 
growth of specialization of labour which modern production enjoins. 
Another elemeJ}.t of cost would be a large volume of useless fixed 
capital. 

In the sphere of equality of incomes, a planned system could do 
much better. The theories of taxation could be greatly strengthened 
by the force of compulsion while the utilization of the National 
Investment Board in order to regulate the rate of return on capital 
would also prove a potent weapon. 

Finally, the relation between the citizen ao;; producer and the state 
as employer ought to be better than the corresponding relation between 
employer and employee in the present regime. That this is theoreti­
cally true is undeniable, but we shall see how far they are realizable 
in practice below. 

VI 

.CHARGES AGAINST A PLANNED ECONOMY 

A stock argument which is often urged against planning is based 
on the difficulties imposed by the rejection of the price mechanism 
which still remains the chief guide to economic activity. As Professor 

'Mises writes, "Without economic calculation there can be no economy. 
Hence in a socialised state, wherein the pursuit of economic calculation 
is impossible, there can be no economy whatsoever ..... There 
would be no means of determining what was rational and hence it is 

' obvious that production could never be directed by economic considera­
tions." The implication, clearly, is that the whole economic life of 
the country devolves upon the arbitrary will of the Planning Cotn­
,mission, 

But need the commands of the supreme authority be arbitrary? 
They need not, if we do not reject the price mechanism in toto, but 
retain it in the modified form suggested above. The method of cost 
accounting is to~ complicated for a detailed discussion here. In brief, 
as ,it has b~en suggested by Mr. Durbin, an adjustment of the pro-

3 
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ductive plant is possible in order to keep the relation of demand and 
supply approximately the same as t*-ey should be under perfect 
competition.* As he observes, " By observing the changing relation­
ships between surplus receipts within and without the unit of produc­
tion simple economic calculus would be possible in a planned economy." 

The case against planning, therefore, does not lie in the problem 
of value. We must search for its flaws in other socio-economic fields. ' 

A planned society is based on the principle of force and implies 
an autocratic regime. This follows plainly from a conception of the 
total powers granted to the Central authority. If it is,to serve as the 
sole authority on all matters economic and to guide the mechanism of 
production in a country, it must possess a drive which no democratic 
council can hope for. This brings in a number of consequences. 

Our assumptions regarding the planned economy, so far, have been 
a free market for commodities and for labour, coupled with controlled 
production and allocation of other resources. As far as the efficiency 
of the system is concerned, perhaps the best criterion to go by would 
be a stabilization of production in the short period and a maximization 
of social welfare in the long run. We have given reasons above for 
doubting the possibility of reaching stability in the short period, at 
least with our assumptions. If, however, it is the aim of the Com­
mission to reach maximum efficiency in this direction it can do so only 
by preserving a status quo in the spheres of production and demand. 
This in the final analysis means a regimentation of the consumers to 
take from the hands of the State, not those things which they really 
need, but those which the factories have produced. Evidently, this is 
to sacrifice maximum social satisfaction at the altar of business 
stability. 

A dictatorial Commission also spells danger for a free labour' 
market. Theoretically, in a Planned State a citizen would be entitled 
to sell his labour at the best price, so that given an equalization of 

. *Stu~ents of economics are aware that competitive equilibrium implies two 
thm&:s: (1) That average revenue should be equal to average cost, and (2) that 
margmal revenue should be equ~l to marginal cost. For perfect competition, 
where average revenue and marginal revenue coincide the po· t f ili'b · · th . , 1n o equ num 
1s. at pomt where all four coincide which naturally happens to be the lowest 
pomt . on the .av_erage cost curve. For optimum conditions, therefore, the 
Plannmg CommiSSion must adjust capitalization and cost in such a way as to 
make ~e demand. curv~ pass :through the lowest point of the average cost curve 
-~ thmg not e~tirely 1mposs1ble so long as a money economy remains in tact. 
(V$de Joan Robmson Economics of Imperfect Competition :Oook III Ch t 
and E F M D b' • · · ' • ap er 7 · . · ur m s article m Economic Journal, :1936). 
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· o~porfunities and a certam degree of mobility, there would be one price 
for Iaboul' in the long ron, aJowing for . disadvantages of particular 
occupations. An autocratic 'commission, judging . from Russia's 
experience of forced .labour, would be disposed, too often, . to neglect 
the last reservation and in that degree would encroach upon the well­
being of the citizens. 

VII 

PLANNING AND INDIA 

So much for hypothetical cases. In India, to-day, the problem 
of economic planning has come to acqu:lre great significance as a 
practical policy and promises . to remain so for a considerable length of 
time. That our country would benefit by such a movement, is a state­
ment which I believe is widely accepted. The finer questions of the 
relations between planning and individualism and similar issues are 
more or less irrelevant in our case since State action still possesses ample 
scope in this country. The problem of India, moreover, is one of 
poverty-it is a question of raising the standard of living of a vast 
number of people, and such an important issue cannot be left to the 
limited and indifferent promise which individual efforts have given. 
How should we, then, adapt the principles of organization in our 
economic life? 

The foremost demand such a . programme makes, is a system of 
adequate and r~liable statistics. For the Commission must lmow its 
position. The need -for statistics has been felt whenever a well co­
ordinated pjece of legislatio~ has been sought to be introduced. It is 
only lately that the Government has shown signs of responding to the 
, demand. It is to be feared that we must wait a l«;>ng. time before our 
&tatistiCSIJ •lmowledge approaches anything near that which is necessary 
to. r\ln a full-fledged planned economy. 

We should, moreover, have no pretensions regarding the extent of 
·the programme. Self-sufficiency, autarchy or other similar ideals are 
out of place when nations depend so much on . one another. Ours 
should be no Fascistic desire for military glory, but a humbler and 
perhaps a more civilized attempt to lift the people from the rut of 
1economfc degeneration into which they have fallen. We have accord~ 
ingly to plan along two lilies-the industrial and the agricultural. The 
position regarding the latter is more important since it accounts for the 
livelihood of nearly 70% of our population, and the tragedy of it is 
that the standart! of living is abnormally low. 
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The ultimate ideal of agricultural planning should therefore be to 
increase the purchasing power of the 11~ot. The .achievement. ?f any 
measure of success in this entails at least two things: (r) ra.ISmg the 
productivity of the cultivator and (2) provision for his continuous 
employment all the year round. The first involves a ~etailed ~il 
survey to ensure a true localization of crops as ~ell as the mtroduc~on 
of improvements in farming technique. It also mvolves ~he consolid~­
tion of the holdings without which all attempt at plannmg would be 
barren of results. 

Both have been long recognised, but lukewarm legislation has not 
been of much use. It has been rightly pointed out thqt the consolida­
tion of holdings is the key to agricultural renaissance in India, but as 
yet our legislators have failed to turn the key. 

The question of continuous employment for the cultivator is also 
important since the ryot is in complete idleness for six months a year 
or more, and this means starvation for him and a net loss to the 
country. This has also attracted attention and various alternative 
sources of employment have been suggested. The position, however, 
remains much the same and demands a quick redress. The Congress, 
in their various declarations regarding the forthcoming programme, 
have rightly stressed the reorganisation of our cottage industries. The 
extent to which these give opportunities to the under-employed ryot 
will mark the measure of their success. 

Regarding industrial planning, India possesses great natural advant­
ages. We have considerable quantities of raw materials and an un­
tapped home market for many commodities. Further, the moment is 
opportune. The Pre-1914 concentration of industries in the West has 
broken down and while things are still amorphous (they are likely to 
be more so in view of the present hostilities) India may shape her 
destiny by carrying out her programme of development. 

But here also we have to work within certain limitations which 
circumstances impose on us. India has never been a country of large 
scale industries. The size of the average firm is much less than that 
in Europe or America. This is likely to continue for two good 
reasons. Fir5tly, the main power sources which tend to create excessive 
localization, namely oil and coal, are not very abundant in our country. 
Electrification has greater possibilities, and this has a more decentralis­
ing tendency. In the second place, we have to solve the problem oi 
seasonal unemployment in the villages. A resort to large scale industries 
would naturally place this beyond our reach. But even a modest 
programme carries several problems with it. We have to face mainly 
those of transport, credit and labour. <> 
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The need for transport grows stronger with the growth of de­
centralised industry, for to make our programme effective we must link 
the factory with the outside world. Development of the roads and the 
railways is therefore a necessity. At the same time the growth of the 
two systems must be well co-ordinated in order to avoid the fatal 
COJlpetition which is already a growing menace in our country. 

Allied to the problem of transport in the economic development of 
the country, is that of adequate marketing facilities for both agricultural 
and industrial products. Nothing much has been done in this direction. 
Scientific grading and ware-housing are still more or less confined to 
Government .1eports. Measures in these lines are called for, not only to 
improve the marketability of goods, but also for the inception of true 
facilities regarding marketing credit for the short term by introducing 
a new class of bills against which such credit may be granted. 

The need for planned money, in order to solve the broad problem 
of credit is no less urgent. In a sense, of course, India was the first 
country to adopt a managed system of currency, for nowhere else do 
we fmd such an early example of State intervention in monetary 
matters as here. But in spite of a.ll this, we are only on the threshold 
of a credit economy in the financial centres, while in the viiiages 
barter is not extinct. With regard to this problem of the co-ordination 
of the money market, which is one of bringing our money-lenders in 
line with modern banking practice, the Reserve :Bank working under 
limitations has not been able to do much. It is to be hoped that a 
more powerful authority such as the Central Planning Commission 
would fare better. For long term credit, the Central Banking Enquiry 
Committee had suggested the formation of Industrial Banks for placing 
funds at the disposal of manufacturing industries. As regards advances 
to agriculturists, there is a strong tendency on the part of public 
opinion, in India, to fix the whole thing on the shoulders of the 
Reserve Bank. Just how far that institution can, and is willing, to 
bear the burden, may be- judged from their recent brochures on the 
subject. Needless to say it is nothing much. 

Hence various other methods have been suggested, such as the 
Agricultural Savings Banks on the Australian model, Land Mortgage 
Corporations and the like. But how far the demand for agricultural 
credit can be met by a central arganization depends, in the final 
analySis, on the productive capacity of the cultivator. Only in so far 
as the attempts at enlarging the purchasing power of the ryot succeed 
to a considerable extent, can a central agency for agricultural credit 
be a feasible proposition. At present, the ryot is too atomic a person 
to benefit by cmy such ambitious plans, without a great deal of risk 
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being involved in the loan transactions. In the immedi~te future, 
therefore there seems to be no other way than to reorgamze the co­
operativ: societies and allied associations through which the surplus 
idle capital in the urban areas may flow to the land. 

With regard to industrial labour also, difficult questions arise, which 
can only be touched very briefly here. The :first is that of the Trade 
Unions. A planned economy in perfection would mean the dissolution 
of the Trade Union, for obviously no planning commission would brook 
interference with its policy. But before we arrive at that stage, we 
may get some good work out of these associations, both in the way of 
getting for the labourer the amenities of life on a more ~nerous scale, 
and also in improving his technique and level of intelligence. The 
Union can achieve both, given the right type of organization and proper 
support. Welfare work, medical relief and unemployment insurance, 
as a distant goal, could also be achieved in a great measure. 

VIII 

TRAMMELS 

In the sketchy view of the scope of planning in India, I have 
tried to keep well within the bounds of possibilities. But certain 
serious difficulties tend to make even this verge on impracticability. 
It is easy to see that of the scope of development mentioned, much 
has been already recognized. It is interesting to ask, therefore, what 
hindered them from being realized to the extent we want them to be. 

The answer is given by the nature of governmental organization 
which planning demands. It implies a strong executive at the helm 
of affairs-to push all difficulties aside and pursue to the end, the 
programme which is set. It is unlikely that our querulous legislatures 
and our limited executive power can achieve even a fractional part of 
what is required all the country over. 

Another formidable obstacle- which planning would encounter, is 
provincialism. How extensively this habit of thinking in terms of our 
provinces, even with regard to economic questions, has grown on us, 
will be clear from an instance. In the recent All-India Crop Planning 
Conference, a representative of -one of our leading provinces went so 
far as to threaten a neighbour with retaliation! 

Both trammels are important. How much will it avail us of 
~pea~in~ in terms of indus.trialization and planning to prosperity if the 
rmphcatwns of these remam unrecognized? I am afraid, very little. 



A Note on Democracy 
MANILAL BANERJEE-Fourth Year Arts. 

AMONG the quiescent political thinkers there has lately grown a 
fashion of putting democracy in disrepute-a fashion that is 

rapidly becoming out of date. It is true that as yet democracy is in 
crisis. We sqall leave it for the Semantics to define "precisely" what 
democracy means ; our purpose shall be to look over presently the way 
the crisis has come about. 

I. A "new outlook" in social philosophy has made a serious raid 
upon the democratic ideal. In this respect Nazism and Sovietism are 
strange bed-fellows--the two commonly having brought into revival the 
Platonic ideal of arranging human life. This arrangement is thought 
to be a matter for the experts to deal with-while the common man is, 
with advantage, left at peace with himself. But in the belief that 
human life can be arranged lies the chief error of both Nazism and 
Sovietism. I£ lovers of democracy choose to hang Nazism, while 
retaining Sovietism as an ally, they would be altogether barking up the 
the wrong tree. 

The chief criticism of the above has been that of Adler who in his 
challenging book has designated the social interest-often used as a 
cloak for many questionable activities-as a new challenge to indivi­
duality. 

The New Liberalism lays stress on adding creative dignity to the 
human adventure. That dignity can only be maintained if we bring 
back into our life Bertrand Russell's ideal of the Freeman's Worship. 
It is important to realise the ethical dignity of the human conception­
through that realisation alone will be recognised the injustice of chain­
ing man in a world of blind mechanisms.' 

Prof. Laski has a reply for those who would bring in the new 
heaven and the new earth by comprehensive state-organisations. The 
avenu'Cs which organisations can create are always limited by the fact 
that the most intimate realisation of oneself is personal and built upon 
isolations which evade social control. 

2. The attack presumed to be on biological grounds is most 
strikingly reves-Ied in the theory of eutelegenesis. This is a proposal 
ip genetics for improving the quality of the human stock by picking 
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up the exceptio~ally gifted fathers wholl\,, every married woman shall 
help to continue their kind. 

Prof. J. B. S. Haldane in his Heredity and Politics has shown 
the world the futility of these means of bringing about race improve­
ment. Fitness is always a social concept-never is it a biological con­
cept. For example, under a communist regime any man of genius 
who doubts the uses of socialising property or communising wives' 
would be taken to be mentally defective. 1 Again, on the white man's 
grave the white man ceases to be a gifted father. 

Neo-Darwinism lately upheld in Morley Roberts's Bio;Politics holds 
that society is a process of "common-value'1 integration and the 
divergencies of common values popularly called individualism is the 
product of disease like high temperature in illness. This seems to lend 
support to totalitarian implications. The criticism has, however, been 
made by Parsons in his Structure of Social Action that the common 
values should emerge on a higher social level than the power-struggle. 

3· The opponents of democracy have fought (to them) the most 
decisive battle against it in the economic fields. Here the problem is 
twofold. Prof. Laski has vigorously demonstrated that the expan­
sionist phase of capitalism has come to an end and capitalist democracy 
is trying to hold its own by suppressing liberty and establishing 
fascism on the ruins of democracy. So long as "Capitalism" exists 
democracy is no good. 

The discussions in economic circles give a lie to Prof. Laski's 
hypotheses. The point is too obvious to be emphasised and Mr. C. E. 
Merriam considers it as an assumption of democracy that :there is a 
constant trend in human affairs towards the perfectibility of mankind. 
The National Resources Committee of the U. S. Government has shown 
how the era of plenty has taken the place of the era of scarcity in 
many parts of the world. 2 Prof. Laski's thinking lingers in the earlier 
phases of our tragic experience stretching over centuries of want. The 
ultimate goal of capitalist democracy is the levelling up of the standards 
of human living to a point far beyond any thus far attained even by 
the ~stocrats. themselves. In one sense poverty may be considered a 
relative term m any distribution of income but in another there are 
sordid desolations of humanity which may be eliminated for ever from 
the experience of mankind. 

There an: n:ore effective offsets to Prof. Laski's facile assu~ption 
of the expansiOnist phase of capitalism having come to an end. The 

1 
It seems mob-voting on "gifted parenthood" will soon come to be a 

staple item in democratic elections of our time. 
2 Technological Trends and Social Policy. 



p®eQ.y that Mr. Keynes sugg~ts.for the malaise of the advanced indus­
trialism of capitalist· countrie~ like Great :Qritain is an increase in the 
propenSity to consume .. ' Againi a fev.nye¥S ago Prof. Robbins was 
addressing the world over the ·. radi0-advisfug all men to iricrease their 
sa'\Tings.1 Prof. :Robbins explains . that ·•· the world in the mass is still 
desperately poor ;-hence he sugg~ts that people should save more to' 
make. possible the development of capital projects the world over. If 
this. is so ·what are we to say about Prof. Laski's puerile obsession of 
the whole capitalist system having reached a "scarcity" position? 

I for one, can only . wish that Mr. Laski had been correct in his 
assumption. In · that case the world would be saved the trouble of 
thinking of and preventing· the peculiar disease of industrialised societies 
known as the Business Cycle. Prof. Schumpeter's Innovations Theory 
is based on the fact that there is from time to ' time undue expansion 
in business due to inflationary impUlse of credit motivated by the intro­
duction of innovations. Prof. Hayek thinks that business can expand 
so rapidly that in ·order to finance expansion banks resort to concealed 
inflation and that depression is due to the fact that capital extension 
is unsupported by necessaty saving. 

Again, Mr. R. F. Harrod in his brilliant essay on the Trade Cycle 
complains that buSiness in fact expands so rapidly that adjustment 
between the widening and deepening processes of capitalis not always 
perfect. His theory · of the trade cycle starts from . the assumption that 
in fact the deepening process (which waits on technological improve­
ments) cannot be relied on to fill in the gap between thewidening process 
and saving. If Mr. Harrod is to be trusted, the cyclical movements of 
trade are due to the fact that capitalisation of production does not take 
place as rapidly as it should. Need we proceed further to show how 
ridiculous it is to assume that the saturation of capitalism is a fait 

· accompli? . · 

We b:ave a second point to note about the economic problems and 
democracy. It b,as been a verbal tradition for many among the present 
generation of economists not to utter the phrases Economic Planning' 
and Political Democracy in the. same breath.2 The reasons are pro­
found. In spite of the path-breaking statistical works of Colin Clark, 
Mauri~ Dobb and Evan Durbin the world has yet to learn the method 
of keeping a convenient calculus of rnen' s changing needs. · All that 

1 IU Milan there is a World Institute for the Encouragement of Thrift. 
2 This is what led Mr. Walter Lippman to assert in his Good Society that 

belief in overh¢ad' planning is· a gigantic heresy of an apostate generation con­
tr;uy to the,fr~dom of the spirit w()n by m~n in centuri~s of struggle. 

4 
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planning authorities in any part of the 'forld have succeeded in doing 
is to get a plan beforehand and to fit the citizens into its procrustean 
bed. This is because planning frustrates itself if consumers are allowed 
free preference-scales; for the consumers' choice may be in conflict 
with the authority's plan. 

It will be of interest to note how the Nazi economic planning has 
been extolled as an objective experiment in Mr. Keynes's Generar 
Theory of Employment. Mr. Guilleband in his Economic Recovery of 
Germany claims that the Nazi economic system is sure to bring in an 
era of happiness and prosperity as it is putting jnto operation 
Mr. Keynes's propositions. But any acquaintance with Mr. Keynes's 
theory will show the pretentious nature of Mr. Guilleband's claim. The 
Multiplier-idea is vital in Mr. Keynes's theory. Receivers of increased 
income from increased employment for investment will each spend a 
part of their income on consumption goods, so that the cumulative 
effect of an increase in employment and income is to increase employ­
ment by an increasing number of decreasing circles. What we have to 
note is that consumption being severely controlled in Germany the 
Multiplier has been seriously restrained. So that the degree of 
applicability of Mr. Keynes's theory to the Nazi planning is next door 
to nothing. 

4· Democracy is faced with a profound attack from the problem 
of government. We may conveniently proceed from the side of 
democracy to analyse the nature of the attack. We have seen how 
democracy and planning cannot go the whole way together ; further 
central planning involves a danger of a fundamental nature. The 
mechanism of a centralised nation-state combining the scientific organi­
sation of terror in the hands of the Government and the powers possessed 
by men in control of industry and finance may fall into the hands of . 
distasteful types of men. There is then certainly the danger that such 
a mechanism will be more powerful for the suppression of freedom 
than anything the world has yet seen. It has been said that the 
professed followers of Marx in the Soviet Union have centralised both 
economi: and political power in the hands of an oligarchy which has · 
become m ~onsequence more able to exercise tyranny than any oligarchy 
of former times. What the planning enthusiasts further fail to realise 
is that economic power is a matter of government rather ihan of c 
ownership. It is enough to point out what Bertrand Russell says of a 
com~unist st~te-in it those who control economic power can without 
owntng anythmg have palatial official residences the use of the best 
cars, a princely entertainment allowance, holidays' at the public expense 
in official holiday resorts and so on and so forth. And 'why should t~ey 

( 
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have any more concern for the ordinary worker than those in control 
have now? 1 

There can be no reason why they should have unless the ordinary 
worker has power to deprive them of their positions. In the ultimate 
analysis the problem appears to be one of effective democracy and good 
government. The first need of the world at this hour seems to be not 
economic but political revolution. It may be that we are all pulling 
in the wrong direction by ignoring Mr. J. A. Spender's warning that 
the most difficult of all human arts is the Government of Mankind. 

In this way has developed the crisis which now threatens 
democracy all' around. The .serious challenge has been thrown by 
people who pretend to engage themselves with economic problems-­
the challenge has already been taken up. We should not, however, fail 
to note the natpre of the economic problems which may snap the cord 
that holds democracy from overthrow and extinction. But in solving 
the problems we shall not ask the people to step into the same pair of 
breeches as a new breed of theorists has done. In outlining economic 
programmes tor democracy the way has been shown by Hadley in his 
brilliant last chapter in The Economic Problems of Democracy. His 
lead has recently been followed by a group of Harvard and Tufts 
Economists who have sketched a comprehensive Economic Programme 
for American Democracy. Our reforms should be on some such lines 
as suggested below. 

First of all we should be clear in our minds that the effective power 
given in the hands of monopolists is a creation of the Government,­
no help will be had by taking a step further and rapidly socialising 
industries under Government control if we do not solve the problems 
of industry first. In fact, for our purpose the whole policy of the 
state in relation to industries must, as suggested by Prof. Robbins, 
undergo a complete revision. It must be a maxim of State policy to 
do nothing to bolster up monopolies. Instead of being more and more 
an official of the State hampered on all sides by official rules and 
regulations the businessman should be freed as far as possible to per­
form that function which is his main justification in a society organised 
for the benefit of the whole, namely, the assumption of risk and the 
planning of initiative. Moreover, the State should not intervene to 
frustrate the effects of change in the condition of demand and supply 
on the value of existing property. The property owner must learn 
that only by continually satisfying the demands of the consumer can 
he hope to maintain intact its value. 

In the second place the great importance of Prof. Laski's scheme 
of, guaranteeing' to each citizen an indispensable civic minimum has 
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never been doubted. To my mind thist scheme of guarantee can be 
effectively realised by reasonably compounding any such scheme with 
Mr. Keynes's famous proposal for securing "full employment." As 

-Mr. Keynes has shown his proposals can be brought into operation 
through comprehensive government control on savings and invesbnent 
under a democracy. 

The third point in an economic programme relates to the proposal~ 
that have recently been made to professionalise industries. Owners of 
wealth must cease to control the business in which their property is 
invested. Exercise of authority should arise naturally out of functions. 
The state of things may be achieved by communal savihg through the 
agency of the State. Such communal saving would mean the euthanasia 
of the cumulative oppressive power of the capitalist to exploit the 
scarcity value of capital. 

Lastly, with regard to the human problem in industry, a constitu­
tion should be introduced in business. There should be standard hours 
of work and standard rates of pay. Democratic management should 
replace autocratic managerial control. 

From the above it appears certain that the democratic system is 
perilously near receiving its cure. It is long that the opponents 
should have frankly recognised this. 



The Elements of Lyric in Ancient 
A:tabic Poetry 

MAsoon HAsAN SHAMSI-Third Year Arabic. 

T HE Arabs are a nation distinct from the rest of the world. . In the 
same way the form and spirit of their poetry are very distinct. If 

poetry is nothing but criticism ·. of life the Arabs have produced perhaps 
the best and the most genuine poetry. We are familiar with the well" 
known saying, "Poetry is the public register of the Arabs (ash shiru 
diwiinu'l-Arab )", and truly they have handed down to posterity a 
complete record of ·their life with all its characteristic features and 
limitations. When we go through the pages of ancient works, we find 
a series of pictures of the life they led, of the surroundings in which 
they passed their days, of the objects among which they moved, most 
skilfully and vividly drawn. 

But is this all that Arabic poetry consists of, or is it something 
more? 

Not to speak of the middle class of people, but even some dis­
tinguished scholars believe that unlike the Persian poetry, the Arabic 
poetry of old days is altogether devoid of the elements of lyric, and 
that love, beauty, and romance are alien to its nature. Some of them 
even . go a step further and say that Arabic poetry has nothing in it 
save and except the camel and its ' dung.' I am unable to trace the 
origin of this misunderstanding. It is true that Arabian poets o£ "the 
days of the Ignorance" or of the Pre-Islamic period are poets of 
nature. Their poetry, to use the words of Nicholson, "is no luxury 
for the cultured few but the sole medium of literary expression. " 1 

They say what they 5ee, they describe what they notice, and their 
words are the true pictures of their emotions. ·As truth is beyond 
fiction, their love for natural element is unbounded. They do not make 
castle in the air, nor play with mere imagination. The most striking 
feature, of Arabian poetry is this that it is based on reality and truth, 
and in this respect at least it has no rival in the whole world. It is 
due to this reality and truth that " their unwritten words flow across 
the desert faster than arrows, and tome home to the hearts and bosoms 

~ 

, 1 R._ A. Nicholson-A Lite,ayy Histot'y pj th~ At'abs, p. 72,_ 
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of all who hear them. " 2 Again, their i~eas prominently centre round 
the atmosphere and ideal of Bedouin ~ociety, and their subjects are 
limited by the horizon of desert Arabia. Perhaps these are the root­
causes which have given their poetry an appearance of harshness, 
monotony, and barrenness wHh which it has been so often charged by 

European scholarship. 

As love of nature, and search of truth constitute the remarkable 
traits in the Pre-Islamite Arabs they never overlook this aspect of 
poetry. A student of Arabic literature will find this characteristic pre­
dominant everywhere. The third line of the first famous Muallaqa, 
one of those seven Odes which were actually written in letters of gold 
upon pieces of fine Egyptian linen and were posted on the wall of the 
Holy House of God Ka'ba), runs thus:-

You will see the dung of the deer in her 

courtyard just like (black) peppers. 

But, however, this does not mean that the Classical poetry of 
Arabia lacks in the elements of lyric, viz., beauty, love, and romance. 
Without the least hesitation and without any fear of reasonable opposi­
tion I dare say that Arabic poetry in this domain of literature also is 
marvellously rich. We know that the two main divisions of Arabic 
poetry are, as the native authors call them, the Ode (Qasida) and the 
Fragment (Qitah). The latter is often merely a portion.of the former, 
while the former forms the major part of the poetry. It is common 
knowledge that the ode has a very strictly prescribed sequence of 
thoughts. In it there must be an amatory prelude (nasib) in which 
the poet recalls the past associations with his mistress, describes her 
beauty and her shifted habitations, and bewails the violence of his love 
and anguish of separation from her. Incidentally it may be mentioned 
here that what led Imru'u '1-Qays to compose his famous Ode, a piece 
of literature par excellence, was not a war, private or public, personal 
or tribal, but an event that took place with his cousin and lady-love 
' Onaiza.' Thus we find innumerable instances of love-poems and 
poetical fancy in the immortal works of Saba-Muallaqa and al­
lfamiisa, in the Diwiin of Imru'u'l-Qays, and the Mufaq,cf,aliydt, and 
everywhere in the literature of pre-Islamic age. 

2 A Literary History of the Arabs, p. 72. 
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Some of the large number of specimens are these :-
) 

MU'ALLAQA.P 

"Once, -on the hill, she mocked at me and swore, 
This hour I leave thee to return no more. 
Soft I if farewell is planted in thy mind, 
Yet spare me, Fatima, disdain unkind. 
Because my passion slays me, wilt thou part? 
Because thy wish is law unto mine heart? 
Nay if thou so mislikest aught in me, 
Shake loose my robe and let it fall down free. 
But ah, the deadly fair thy streaming eyes 
They ,pierce a heart that all in ruin lies. 
How many a noble tent hath ope' d its treasure 
To me, and I have ta'en my fill of pleasure, 
Passing the warders who with eager speed 
Had slain me, if they might but hush the deed, 
What time in heaven the Pleiades unfold 
A belt of orient gems distinct with gold 
I entered. By the curtain there stood she, 
Clad lightly as for sleep, and looked on me. 
'By God,' she cried, 'what reeks thee of the cost? 
I see thine ancient madness is not lost.' 
I led her forth-she trailing as we go 
Her broidered skirt, lest any footprint show­
Until beyond the tents the valley sank 
With curving dunes and many a piled bank. 
Then with both hands I drew her head to mine, 
And lovingly the damsel did incline 
Her slender waist and legs more plump than fine;­
A graceful figure, a complexion bright, 
A bosom like a mirror in the light; 
Her face a pearl where pale contends with rose; 
For her, clear water from the untrodden fountain flows. 
Now she bends half away: two cheeks appear, 
And such an eye as marks the frighted deer 
Beside her fawn; and lo, the antelope-neck 
Not bare of ornament, else without a fleck; 
While from her 5houlders in profusion fair, 
Like clusters on the palm, hangs down her jet-black hair." 

" Up maiden! Fetch the morning-drink and spare not 
The wine of Andarin, 

Clear wine that takes a saffron hue when water 
Is mingled warm therein. 

The lover tasting it forgets his passion, 
His heart is eased of pain; 

lmru'u'l-Qays. 

31 

~Translations, have been quoted from A Lzterary History of the Arabs, 
PP; ro5-ro6, III. 
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The stingy miser, as he lifts the &"oblet, 
Regardeth not his gain. 

Pass round from left to right I Why let'st thou, maiden, 
Me and my comrades thirst? 

Yet am I, whom thou wilt not serve this morning, 
Of us three not the worst I 

Many a cup in Baalbec and Damascus 
And Qasirin I drained, 

How bait we, ordained to death, shall one day 
Meet death, to us ordained." 

'Amr. b~ Kulthum. 
( 

MUFAQJ;>ALIY.AT4 

Alas! Ummu 'Amr set :firm her face to depart, and went: 
gone is she, and when she sped, she left us with no farewell. 

Her purpose was quickly shaped-no warning she gave her friends, 
though there she had dwelt hard by, her camels all day with ours. 

Yea, thus in our eyes she dwelt, from morning to noon and eve-­
she brought to an end her tale, and fleeted and left us lone._ 

So gone is Umaimah, gone, and leaves here a heart in pain: 
my life was to yearn for her, and now its delight is fled. 

She won me when as, shame-faced-no maid to let fall her veil, 
no wanton to glance behind-she walked forth with steady tread; 

Her eyes seek the ground, as though they looked for a thing lost there : 
she turns not to left or right-her answer is brief and low. 

She rises before day dawns to carry her supper forth 
to wives who have need-dear alms, when such gifts are few enow I 

Afar from the voice of blame her tent stands for all to see, 
wh~ many a woman's tent is pitched in the place of srom. 

No gossip to bring him shame from her does he husband dread 
-when mention is made of women, pure and unstained is she. 

The day done, at eve glad comes he home to his eyes' delight: 
he needs not to ask of her-' Say, where didst thou pass the day?' 

And slender is she where meet, and full where it so beseems, 
and tall, straight, a fairy shape, if such upon earth there be. 

And night-long as we sat there, methought that the tent was roofed 
above us with basil sprays, all fragrant in dewy eve-

Sweet basil from I;Ialyah dale, its branches abloom and fresh, 
that fills all the place with balm, no starveling of desert sands. 

Ash-shanfarii of Azd. 

4 Translation has been taken from Sir Charles Lyall's Tr(mslation of Ancient 
Arabian Poetry, pp. 81-82. 
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• I;IAMA.SA5 

My longing climbs up the steep with the riders of al-Yaman 
• by their side, while my body lies in Mekkah a prisoner. 

I marvelled how she came darkling to me and entered free 
while the prison's door before me was bolted and surely barred. 

She drew near and greeted me: then she ro~e and bade farewell; 
and when she turned, my life well-nigh went forth with her. 

Nay, think not that I am bowed QY fear away from you, 
or that I tremble before the death that stands so nigh; 

Or that my soul quakes at all before your threatenings, 
or that>my spirit is broken by walking in these chains; 

But a longing has smitten my heart born of my love of thee, 
as it was in the days aforetime when that I was free. 

33 

Jafar son of 'Ulbah. 

Roast flesh, the glow of fiery wine, 
to speed on camel fleet and sure 

As thy soul lists to urge her on 
through all the hollow's breadth and length: 

White women statue-like that trail 
rich robes of price with golden hem, 

Wealth, easy lot, no dread of ill, 
to hear the lute's complaining string­

These are Life's joys. For man is set 
the prey of Time, and Time is change. 

Sulm'i b. Rabiah. 

By Him who brings weeping and laughter, 
who deals Death and Life as He wills­

She left me to envy the wild deer 
that graze twain and twain without fear 

0 Love of her, heighten my heart's pain, 
and strengthen the pang every night 

0 Comfort that days bring, foregetting-
the Last of all days be thy tryst I 

I marvelled how swiftly the time sped 
between us the moment we met: 

But when that brief moment was ended, 
how wearily dragged he his feet ! 

Abu :jakhr. 

5 Verse-translltions from Translatwn of Ancient Arabzan Poety, pp. 12, 64. 
6!!1 7I, 73, 7~, 78. 

5 
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Love's master was I once and free: but «Wermore his strength he bent 
to bind me fast, and I to loose, till in the end he mastered me. 

And never saw I like us twain two lovers sundered, she from me, 
" and I from her, true-hearted still and faithful, spite of all men's hate: 

-Twa friends that have no hope of converse, meeting never face to face: 
where hast thou seen two loving hearts that looked not for the day 

of joy? 

Anonymous. 

A white one: she rises slow~ and sweeps with her hair the ground; 
it hides her within its roils, a billow of blackest black. 

She shines in its midst like Dawn that breaks from the farthest East: 
it bends like the darkest Night and veils her above, around. 

Bakr son of An-naua~. 

Yea, take thy fill of joy with her what time she yields her love to thee, 
and let no grieving stop thy breath when as she turns herself to flee, 

Ah, sweet and soft her ways with thee; bethink thee well-the day 
shall come 

when some one favoured e'en as thou shall find her just as sweet 
and free. 

And if she swear that absence ne'er shall break her pact of plighted troth 
-when did rose-tinted finger-tips and binding pledges e'er agree? 

They said last night-' To-morrow at first of dawning 
or may be at eventide Laila must go.' 

My heart at the word lay helpless, as lies a [lata 
in net night-long, and struggles with fast-bound wing, 

Two nestling she left alone in a nest far distant, 
a nest which the winds smite, tossing it to and fro. 

Anonymous. 

They hear but the whistling breeze, and stretch necks to greet her; 
but she they await-the end of her days is come! 

So lies she, and neither gains in the night her longing, 
nor brings her the morning any release from pain. 

Nu~aib. 

6 On a rainy day, I entered the curtain of young Mutajerrida. She is 
beautiful. Her breast is formed. She dressed in silk, walks prompously. I 
asked her to walk and she began to walk gracefully just like a sandgrouse that 
goes to the tank. I kisser her and she began to breathe like a terrified young­
one of a deer. She drew near and said: Munakhal, why have you become so 
lean and thin? I said: Nothing but your love made me weak. But Uon't be 
anxious as regards my health. 

I love her and she loves me to such an extent that my camel loves her 
she-camel. 

6 See at lfamasa, pp~ 74, x86, 197. 
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. (My heart is charmed by the beauty of a maiden} whose hair is black, whose 
palms are red, whose neck is yellow and whose waist is thin. She adorns her 
ornament much more than they adorn her. She deceives me (with false 
promises) till my heart softens like the soft grass that is watered by the slight 
shower of rain. 1 

When I saw her unaware, I saw in ner the rising place of the full-moon. 
When I cast a full glance at her I :filled my eyes with tears and wept so bitterly 
that n,.o tear remained in my ,eyes. 

A dove on a branch of a tree screeched af ~dlrlgbt while I was asleep. I 
blamed myself £,or what I had noticed, and said to myself: Why dq_ I regar<l 
myself as a lover of Suda, and do not cry while the dove cries? By the House 
of God, I am a liar. Had I been a true lover the bird would not have surpassed 
me in crying first. 

Translating and paraphrasing are doing least justice to a work. My 
own translation lacks even that literary flavour which is indispensable 
for poetry. So far as Mr. Lyall's is concerned it is masterly done. But 
even he has succeeded in bringing only a fraction of what is contained 
in the text. The beautiful lines have lost much of the originals which 
no body has the power to copy. Nicholson says "It must be confessed 
that no rendering of the Mualliiqat can furnish European readers with 
a just idea of the originals, a literal version least of all. They contain 
much that only a full commentary can make intelligible. " 8 I say this 
statement is equally true with all the works of the heathen Arabs. 
Yet I think these brilliant specimens mentioned above will suffice for 
our purpose. ·Love, romance and feelings inspired by the joy and 
glory of youth are the prevailing themes in these passages which are 
written by the same hands which have given us, in the unrivalled 
Liimiya, their highest ideal of heroic hardness and virile strength. 
They show that the poets of Arabic literature are not only adept in 
composing natural and epic poetry, not only their observation of 
nature is very minute and perfectly accurate but that they are in the 
forefront of lyrists also, and have indeed set a noteworthy, illustrious 
and imitable example in the domain of lyric also. 

7 Whenever I recite the original Arabic verses I can't help recalling the 
followin-g famous lines, though not perfectly parallel, from Keats' La Belle Dame 
Sans Merci:-

I met a Lady in the Meads, 
Full beautiful-a fairy's child, 

Her hair was long, her foot was light, 
~nd her eyes were wild. 

, 8 Literary History of the Arabs, p. 103. 



The Quest 

SUBRATA BANERJEE-Fifth Year, Ettglish. 

Alone, in the gloom of the silent night I stand. 
Alone, when all the world does sleep. No sound 
But the ticking of the clock in its self-same tune • 
So sweet, and the night-birds' shrill-clarion cry. 

I find myself in a new-born world, 
And there I stand alone-the first man on earth ! 
I'm awed at the vacuity vast that doth stretch before me. 
With Eve his thoughts to share does Adam seek. 

And then my soul doth flit away in quest 
Of the unknown-the queen of my kingdom to seek. 
0' er snowy peaks it flies along, across 
The rivers long, and o'er the oceans deep. 

The yellow morning-star does only smile 
At its questions vain, as with the first light of the dawn 
It pales in the arms of the rising sun, so red. · 
And onwards my soul in its tireless quest doth go. 

In the blaze of the tropic-sun, amid the shade 
Of the bushy groves, by the babbling brook, and on 
The village green, my soul in vain doth move, 
Murmuring still the age-old question new. 

Where the western clouds are with vermillion tinged, 
0 there, even there, its quest-eternal my soul 
Doth seek. The clouds turn pale and in shame 
They fade in the gray of the vesper rushing apace. 

Then, through the friendly silence and solitude 
Of the dark and moonless night, my quest-tired soul 
To my self returneth. Here at last it meets 
Within my heart, my mate, its eternal quest. 



A Resume of Modern English 
Literature 

SERAJUDDIN AHMED-Ex-Studen!. · Fifth Year History. 

AGE ~annot wither her nor custom stale her infinite variety pro-
clalilled • Shakespeare of Cleopatra. If, with some amount 

of violence, one substitutes " literature " for ' her' in the above line, 
one may get an idea of the continuity and immortality of all that can 
be classed as literature. The muse is ever the same ; only the 
commerce of thought has changed; even Nature is seldom more various 
than Man. Continuity in literature is as natural as the continuity, from 
atom to atom, in a spectrum of light; continuity connects writers dim 
in the past with the authors of to-day ; continuity will relate those of 
to-day to those yet unborn, to masters a thousand years hence. Real 
literature is immortal, because real literature forever echoes and re­
echoes down the corridors of time. To rake up the distant past would 
be to rake up the embers of half-forgotten assumptions; to go no 
further back than the late Victorian period would conveniently enable 
one to marshal up the whys and wherefores of criticism. 

Queen Victoria, whom Disraeli flattered as the 'Fairy' in public 
but over whoni he had a laugh in private*, presided over an individual 
a reign as English history can show. Her personality disciplined the 
period to a greater degree. This discipline accompanied the 'Fairy 
Queen ' to the other world, but the individualism remained. This 
individualism still persists to-day in a number of writers, though in an 
altered sense, and not without vengeance. After the Queen's departure, 
master keys to Darwinism, Positivism, Pre-Raphaelitism and other 
'isms'' all went west. These abstractions failed to effect the promised 

cure. Reaction followed ; awakening too followed ; both followed in 
the wake of ferro-concrete signposts, lucifer matches, inventions and 
brave feminism; aggression and reaction were carried to the nth 
degree., Some "short-sighted" ones read "Swinburne" as "Swineborn" 
and "Jude the Obscure" as "Jude the Obscene," just as some rejected 
ones, at dead of night, angrily grind their teeth to mispronounce 
"dharamsala" as "dhurrum" and "sala." The fierce searchlight of 

> 
*Lytton Strachey-" Queen Vktoria~" 
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hostile criticism was even played upon Tennyson. Matthew Arnold 
was quite played out. The Lion awoke, roared and steeled the national 
consciousness. Henley and Kipling awoke England to a sense of her 
imperial responsibility-

, What do they know of England who only England know.' 
There was the socialist school of Shaw and Wells. Con_servatives like 
Belloc and Chesterton also had their say. Thus individualism struck thll 
keynote of the period, and each prose writer was a law unto himself. 
Loss of interest in the past due to modem social questions, tendency for 
writers to limit their work to a particular territory, doctrinnaires in the 
form of novels, are few of the transitional characteristic!. that favoured 
individual eccentricity. Then there were Beerbohm, Edmund Gosse 
and a group of writers who clustered round 'the Yellow Book' (1894) 
illustrated by Aubrey Beordsley ; but the 'Yellow Book' ceased to 
persist after an unenviable career of three years. The writers persisted 
in their eccentricity. Seldom before was specialization carried beyond 
the critical point as at this period. The principle of unity evaporated 
into multi-coloured mists on the horizon of the nineties. 

After the deaths of Arnold, Browning, and Tennyson, passion for 
novel modes of expression became strong. This passage from Kipling 
exemplifies the statement. 

'Er petticut war yaller an' 'er little cap was green, 
An' 'er name was Supi-yaw-let-jes' the same as Theebaw's Queen, 
An' I seed her fust a-smokin' of a whackin' white cheroot, 
An' a wastin' Christian kisses on an' 'eathen idol's foot: 

Bloomin' idol made o' mud-
What they called the Great Yawd Budd-
Plucky lot she cared for idols when I kissed 'er where she stood! 
On the road to .Mandaiay'-(Mandalay). 

Differences in technique and differences in background distinguished 
the poetry of the earlier part of this century. Belloc's Spanish dance ' 
rhythm-

' And the cheers and the jeers of the young buleteers 
Who hadn't got a penny 
And who weren't paying any, 
And the hammer at the doors and the din 
And the Hip ! Hap! Hop! 
Of the clop 
Of the hands to the twirl and the swirl 
Of the girl gone chancing, 
Glancing, 
Dancing 
Backing and advancing 
Snapping of the clapper to the spin 
Out and in-

' And the Ting, Tong, Tang of the guitar-' (Tarantella) 
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fall curiously on ears attuned to lines that have not broken the links 
of tradition. One feels tempted to cry "Halt there, slow down" 
to Hilaire Belloc's hilarious lines. But the Victorians with flowing 
hair, flowing ties and flowing beards used these flowing labels for the 
deepest of inspirations: the modems refused to be drowsed, like 
Omar Khayyam, with the fume of man's most potent inspiration. 
11hese differences in presentment and presentiment are so obvious that 
the first few years of the present century threatened to become known 
as an era of experiments. But this was not strictly the case, at least 
not so at such an early period. The earlier Yeats of the Celtic Revival, 
Yeats dreaming of his lake island, the supertramp Davies revelling in 
the impressions of sight, sound, scent, taste and touch, De la Mare 
with his dark midnight musie-all explode the myth that there was a 
sudden, definite break from the past. From Francis Thompson's poems 
one may half slip into believing that he was one of the metaphysicals. 
Again, the Celtic Revival resembled another Romantic Revival when 
the tremulous dance of daffodils or the moon-bathed ripples of merrily 
running water inspired such lines as 

On temple top and palace roof the burnished gold flung back the rays 
Of a red sunset that was dead and lost beyond a million days 
Come back to me. I walk beneath the shadowy multitude of towers; 
Within the gloom the fountain jets its pallid mist in lily :flowers. 

('Babylon' by A. E.) 

The lines illustrate the feather-touch skill of the artist in the happy 
blend of words and sound and rhyme and rhythm, to convey, more 
than words ca~ convey, his feelings. The past seems once more to 
live in these lines. Even at this period of transition, " a leaf of grass 
was no less than the journey-work of the stars.'' 

However, the ·return to the language of daily life was not slow. 
As a result the paint pot and the perfume jar of literature were 
gradually dispensed with more or less. Vachel Lindsay testified this 
in his "Kallyope Yell'' (name enough to send a cold shudder down 

. the spine of the muses) 

Proud men 
Eternally 
Go about 
Slander me. 
Call me the 'Calliope' 
Sizz-----­
Fizz------
Well almost everyday 
I am the'Kallyope, Kallyope, Kallyope·l 
Willy, willy, willy, wah, Hoo 

) 
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Hoot toot, Hoot toot, 
Whoop, whoop, whoop, whoop - • • • -
Sizz, :fizz - - - - - • 

The firework explosion of the last two words gives the idea that 
there is a screw loose in the engine of modern poetry, which, by the 
way, requires some oiling, while the hieroglyphic form is ~pt to frighten 
the naive student to a respectful distance. So stark realism gradually 
became obvious. The muse fought shy of subtle problems and psycho­
logical analyses. The World War accomplished this shyness. While 
Britain was holding her own against Germany, G. B. Shaw, Sassoon 
and Owen recorded the grim realities, the pity and terror of the 
trenches ; Rupert Brooke gloried in the glory and honour of England's 
sacrifice. Kipling gloried in the mechanical world; Yeats quietly 
turned his back on the poetical atmosphere of 'The Land of the 
Heart's Desire.' Henceforth love and affection were seldom to quicken 
the poet's pulse. Few would force themselves to believe that the 
following constitutes poetry-

Yes I'd eat you 
In a nice little, white little, soft little, tender little 
Juicy little, right little, missionary stew. 
You see this egg - - - -

('Fragment of an Agon' by T. S. Eliot). 

And so Eliot goes on to introduce Rolls-Royce, six seaters and 
palm trees all in one breath. There is only a step from the classics to 
the street; but there can sometimes be many a slip 'twixt the classics 
and the street. The present century is complex and strange and 
poetry too sounded refrains complex and strange. 

Prose and the drama expressed more clearly the social tendencies 
of the age. According to the Latin dictum, the voice of a writer must 
be the voice of the people if it is to be more than a voice. Novels and' 
dramas bore this out. They sought to solve problems. Dislike for 
normal verse, political problems and the printing machine have made 
it possible for novels to fall as thick as vernal leaves in Vallombrosa. 
The Edwardians set the pace. The Georgians consider realism in· 
literature to be of as much importance as smartness in dress and 
etiquette. Ideals of real life, not life visioned in glimpses and starts, 
became the ideals of prose literature. In this respect the Victorian 
tradition was carried on. Prose was democratic. It was writt~n of the 
people, by the people and for the people. There was, however, this 
difference. The writers of this centry refuse to overdo the moral 
and didactic trick. There may not be any first-rate writers but all the 
compartments were crowded due to the concessi6ns allowed by 
magazines, journals and the like. Arnold Bennet perceived a phase. of 

( 
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fudustrial life. Not the ethereal regions but the highways and the 
byways interested him, the grime of life in the five towns of the 
Potteries where men agonised and suffered, to see ' 1 beautiful meanings 
in ugly things," with a style artistic in its frankness, disarming in 
directness. E. F. Benson, on the other ·hand, ~howed fashionable 
~ciety doped by the modern craze. Galsworthy was pained in seeing 
innocent men suffering, when the scales of Justice tipped in favour of 
hypocrites and cut-throats who never suffered; but he is delicate in his 
artistry and delicate in persuasion. Even Ambler, the race horse 
comes in for tq~atment in " The Country House." Wells lied and is 
still lying like truth. Like Dickens, he also engaged himself in socio­
logical and realistic novels. Chesterton realised that we are here to 
serve the spirit and the purpose that has been breathed into our lives. 
The prose writers felt that they had a mission to scourge every type of 
convention, domestic vice and puritanic taboos that had so long 
disciplined, if not restrained, the Victorian " blue stocking " and the 
Victorian aristocrat. They permitted themselves a freedom that would 
have made the stalwarts of the previous era gape in open eyed wonder. 
D. H. Lawrence and James Joyce actually had conflicts with censors. 
Aldous Huxley battered social ideals right and left, though it seems, 
as some believe, that he is much saner to-day. :fiis characters once 
drifted on a sea of sensation. Then came Shaw like a second Leviathan 
of literature (the first being Samuel Johnson). He picked up characters, 
exposed them and put their liopeless and shameless cases before the 
world with the utmost ability. 

It is difficulty to completely identify the dn~ma of the present 
century with the Elizabethan stage, modern drama takes its cue from 
the tone of contemporary society. The drama of the preceding era 
'was perhaps the least notible form of literary exercise and expression. 
The long pent up natural life with its natural joys and pleasures 
suppressed and ostracised by a Spartan law, once freed from this iron 
yoke, burst forth like a mountain torrent and destroyed all barriers by 
. which it had been confined, and in the wreck and destruction wrought 
was seen the presage of a most brilliant future in the entertainment 
industry. Melodrama and farce, imported from France, threatened for 
a while to invade and destroy the already weak ~tructure of drama. 
Wilde, adroit in his epigrams and paradoxes, witty and scintillating in 
his " Importance of Being Earnest," removed, to a certain extent, this 
defect. Ibsen, simple in style and satiric in disclosing problems, was 
of course the law-giver. He aimed at satisfying the longing for the 
commonplace, th~ miraculous, the familiar and the surprising which 
form the trut!l behind human nature. Successive writers followed him 

6 



PRESIDENCY COLI.EGE MAGAZINE 

with advantage. A galaxy of dramatists, Jones, Pinero, Maugham, and 
Barrie, with his fairy way of writing, delivered the goods but they 
paled before the brilliance of Shaw. A propagandist masquerading as 
a dramatist, Shaw's 'tour de force' is to justify the view (of the 
twentieth century) that a man-hater is simply a woman whose man 
hunts have been successful. "Candida" extravagantly corroborates this 
view. We all know that rivers do not flow backward. Shaw, with "a 
belief in his theory of Life Force, has tried to make the river of normal 
convention flow backward. Galsworthy most artistically cross-examined 
the shamelessness of the respectable, the intrigues of politicians, the 
sufferings of the poor, the hushing up of scandals. A discipl(' of Ibsen, 
he carried the problem play to the zenith of perfection. His 'Justice' 
proclaims aloud against the prison system ; ' Loyalties ' is a diatribe 
against the "class" unjustly ousting the outsider; "Silver Box" shows 
how justice may sometimes be slighted by the colour of one's money. 
The Celtic Revival primarily meant a revival of the Irish Thcatre. The 
group that gathered round the Abbey Theatre evolved a drama that 
sought to recall to the mind Irish mytholol,ry and Irish folklore and re­
create the simple joys and pains of simple men working on the native 
soil. Yerse was employed by Y cats in his two outstanding plays, 'The 
Land of Heart's Desire' and 'The Countess Cathleen.' The Irish 
dramas thus presented a contrast to the contemporary realistic, prosaic 
European drama. Synge, however, introduced in doses, clements of 
real lift:. The ' Riders to the Sea ' portrays the strugglt> of simple folk 
against the inevitable laws of nature. As tht~ years moved on and as 
pionet~rs of the Irish movement passed beyond the mcniory of man, the 
mysticism, longing and the mdancholy of Lady Gn·gory, Yeats, A. E., 
and Synge ceased to pcr:;ist in later lrish playwrights and it seems that 
the Irish Theatre has fallen on lean days. The wheel of literature 
seems to have turned its full circle, so much so, that even Bridges with 
his lyric lilt and emotional lure is less heard of than ever before. The 
London high-brow weeklies perfected the act of "booming" writers 
whose works were only understood exclusively by them. One cannot 
but scratch the head in seeing such empty lines as--

, Singing Yankee Doodle Old Dan Tucker, Turkey in the straw.' 
Happily a reaction has now set in against such stuffs. Though modern 
thought is rich in shades of feeling and literature in tricks of technique, 
poetry is cheap and stands in danger of trespassing into the domains of 
after-dinner amnsemcnts. 1 Genuine 'ver;; libre' (which some take to 
mean free verse written free of charge) may go far in removing this 

1 Richar Aldington-'The Art of Pvetry. • 
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stigma. Contrast the " fundamental brain-work " of the following lines 
with the one "thought out" above-

Their souls are naptha lamps, 
guttering in an odour of carious teeth, 
and I die with them - - - -

('Immortality' by F. S. Flint). 

Even drama, like poetry, is "ultra-modern" in character. Modern 
dramas are being dished up palatable to the public taste. Early this 
year, plays were produced that held the public spell-bound for some 
time. Shaw's '•Geneva' at the Saville went so far as to cr:pss-examine 
politicians before the International Court at the Hague. The characters 
include a Jew and a General Flanco! J. B. Priestley's' Johnson over 
Jordan,' like another Sordello, baffled the people so much that they 
could not make a head and a tail out of it (but secrets are in the vogue 
these days). Later prose writers have not deviated their vehicle of 
expression from the path of formal ideas and ideals. Like Auden and 
Spender, even as late as last year, writers held out a roseate dawn for 
the future. But this was like the pause at high water before the tide 
begins to turn the other way. A hard-grained refusal to accept life as 
it is, has crept into the work of many writers. Even the most orthodox 
literary detective will have become aware of a revival of seriousness in 
the most recent writings. 2 It is difficult to pass judgment as to the pros 
and cons of this century's literature. Time is the best test and time 
will tell. Though a gas mask may inspire a writer, though modern 
literature seldom beautifies but illuminates every thing, though rhymes 
and rhythm are jerky, one thing is certain. It is this. A unity of 
purpose underlies this diversity of display. Just as a confusion of 
green fields, leafy trees, black clouds and a white sheet of water with 

·an occasionally peeping blue sky mingle fraternally to add charm to the 
landscape, so all the tendencies, currents and cross-currents of the 
"new" literature unite in one whole to serve a notice to mankind that 
the future is uncertain in this rough-and-tumble life of blood-stained 
tents and no one knows what lies on the verge of the Great Beyond. 

z Dr. Amiya Ghakravarty~alcutta University Readership Lect.ures, Sep­
tem)ler, 1939· 



Relativity and the Universe 

JAGA.T KISHORE R.AI CHAUDHURI 

Fifth Year, Applied Mathematics. 

I N th~ theo:ry of. relativity, Einstein ~~oduces the concept of a fini~e 
umverse. Th1s may appear surpnsmg to us ; for we know, as if 

intuitively that the universe is far from being finite,-It is infinite and 
unlimited. Astronomy tells the same story, at least it used to do so a 
few decades back. Since the fateful day of January 7fu, 1610, when 
Galileo with his crude telescope, saw the milky-way resolve itself into a 
cluster of stars, to this day, our knowledge of astronomical regions, has 
been centrifugally extending further and further into the depths of 
space. To-day, we know that the remote spiral nebulre are at average 
distances of 50 million light-years from our solar system light-year 
being the distance travelled by light in one year, moving with an 
enormous velocity of I,86,ooo miles per second. It is expected that the 
new telescope with the ~oo-inch lens will reveal a volume of space, eight 
times that penetrated by the Ioo-inch telescope ; and astronomers 
expect to discover newer and newer nebulre-"island universes" in the 
making. 

If that is so, argues our mind, if with the construction of telescopes 
with larger and larger lenses our view of space extends continually, how 
can the universe be finite? It must be a frenzy of mathematicians to 
divest the universe of its traditional immensity. Yet it is better that 
we examme the jngenjous arguments for a :finite 1211iverse. 

The theo:ry of relativity seeks to prove that matter, space and 
time which were hitherto assumed as independent concepts, are not 
independent, but inseparable entities. Whenever anything takes place, 
it occurs not in space, but in space and time, welded so fastly that it 
is impossible to detect any traces of a joint. In this way, the fourth 
dimension (which is nothing but time) is forced upon the scientist. 

This theo:ry tells us that wherever matter is, space iSu curved, 
although this curvature is unlike that of a tennis-ball. The curvature of 
space is beyond our normal experience ; for it occurs in a four dimen­
sional 'continuum', three dimensions of space and one of time. Much 
~ a pebble thrown into a mass of jelly produces a pepression, matter 
Ul space causes a similar change in the properties of space near it. 
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When this matter moves, in space, the corresponding curvature moves 
also, so that the curvature in space is the concomitant of matter. 
It is because of this that the more matter there is in the universe, the 
more readily it bends back on itself, much in the same way as a sheet 
of India-rubber doubles back on itself. The matter-content of the 
universe thus determines its size uniquely. If there was no matter, 
!pace would be uncurved, and then an infinite universe would have 
been a possibility. But as there is matter, and a definite amount of it, 
the universe is finite. 

Einstein ~dds another epithet,-the universe is unbounded. The 
conception of a thing, finite and unbounded is a familiar one, for the 
surface of a sphere or the surface of our earth, gives the same idea. 
We may travel on and on along the surface of the earth-but would 
never come to a stop or more precisely, would never come to the 'edge' 
of the earth. To us, therefore, the surface of the earth appears un­
bounded, yet we know that the earth itself is finite and has a radius of 
4,000 miles. 

If the universe is finite and undoubted a spherical shape is not 
quite an unbecoming structure for it. At present it is only a hypothesis. 
The relativitists, however, argue that due to the finiteness of the uni­
verse, radiation, starting from one point in space, would again come 
back to the same point, after making a complete journey. The 
practical verification of the theory lies in the observation of the same 
star from the two antipodes on the earth's surface. As yet, it has not 
been verified .. 

The curvature of space, introduced by the relativity theory, has 
modified the classical idea of the force of gravitation. In Newtonian 
dynamics, we learn that the planets move round the sun in curved 
paths, because of the force of gravitation. Newton based his dynamics 
on the axioms and postulates of Euclidean Geometry. From the first 
law of Newton's dynamics, we learn that a particle will move in a 
straight line, unless acted on by an agency called ' force.' The idea 
of a straight line is associated with the idea of a plane surface. The 
planets move round the sun in curved paths. Newton explained their 
behaviour in terms of something like ' action at a distance ' as the force 
of gra~tation, radiating from the sun. 

But later on, investigations gave rise to a class of geometry 
known as Non-Euclidean geometry mainly by the works of Riemann 
and Gauss. This new geometry disposes of with the idea of an 
Euclidean plane surface and so the idea of a straight line. And 

l ' 
~!nstein's theory maintains that in the vicinity of matter, the geometry 
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of space becomes Non-Euclidean ; although at a great distance, we get 
back the Euclidean space. In explaining the motions of the planets, 
Einstein does not recognise the entity 'gravitational force.' He 
ascribes it to the peculiar geometry of space and time in the vicinity 
of a big mass. The planets move round the sun in curved paths, 
because in doing so, they but follow the path of least resistance-they 
move in what is called '·'geodesies." It is, as if grooves are cut an6. 
the planets are compelled to move along these grooves. No question 
of 'action at a distance' arises at all. 

Even radiation which, according to older view, 1-\'aS known to 
move in straight line, has been observed to take a curved path in the 
neighbourhood of matter. A star which is known to be directly 
behind the sun, was visible during an eclipse in rgrg, when the solar 
light was cut off from view. Had radiation followed a straight course, 
this sort of phenomenon could not occur. 

In recent years, another fascinating theory has been put forward 
by a Belgian mathematician Abbe Lemaitre that the kind of universe, 
conceived by Einstein and his followers, would be an unstable structure. 
It could not stay at rest for long, but would start at once to expand 
to infinite size or to contract to a point. This may appear, at first, 
fantastic, yet conclusive evidence has been gathered from the fact that 
the spiral nebula:: have been rushing away from us with tremendous 
velocity. This has been observed on the basis of a principle known 
as Doppler's principle. We know that the note emitted by the 
whistle of an engine suffers in 'pitch' as it recedes from us. In the 
same way the light from a receding body appears redder in colour 
than that emitted by a body approaching us, colour in light corres­
ponding to the pitch in sound. Light from nebula:: has been analysed 
with the aid of an optical instrument called 'spectroscope' and 
astronomers by accurately measuring the colour of well-defined 
spectral lines, have come to the conclusion that the so-called ·' Island 
universes '' are receding from us with velocities proportional to their 
respective distances from us. This is enough to shew that the universe 
is expanding, and it has been calculated that it doubles its radius in 
1,400,ooo,ooo light-years. 

The contributions of the theory of relativity, in definlilg the 
structure of the universe, lie, as we have seen, in three directions,­
the universe is finite, it is unbounded and it is expanding. Further, 
:re have mentioned already that matter, space and time are organically 
mter-related. If matter changes, space and time alsq change. Since 
matter is always changing, so must space and time. To a being 

( 
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$Ul'Veying it from outside, that is, from a view-point in the fifth 
dimension, the universe would appear as a finite and palpitating 
object corresponding to something like a trembling and expanding 
soap-bubble. 



The Presidency College and 
Progress of Science in India 

NIRMAL CHANDRA LAw-Sixth Year, M.Sc. Class. 

I NTERVIEWED by journalists on his way to Austra.j.ia, Mr. H. G. 
Wells expressed bis confidence in India's contribution to the 

progress of science. "India's contribution to science in the future," he 
said, '' will be enormous. The present contribution is only the begin­
ning." The opinion of the famous English writer may be said to 
symbolize the final acceptance of the value of India's contribution to 
science not only by the specialists, who have indeed long recognized it, 
but by the cultured general public of the West as well. Few people of 
our generation realize that this recognition was not obtained in a day 
nor easily. The capacity of Indian scientists to cany out original 
investigations and to make their distinctive contribution had to be 
demonstrated before an over-critical audience. While the scientific 
circles of Europe were unnecessarily sceptical, the educational system 
of our own country was indifferent and even hostile at the outset to 
original scientific research. It is a matter of pride for all students of 
the Presidency College to recall that the fight for the recognition of 
India's contribution to science and for the right to cariy on original 
scientific research in Indian educational institutions was started and 
carried to success within the precincts of this College, and that the man 
who played the pioneer's part in the fight was one of its professors. 

Perhaps I need not explain that this man was Jagadis Chandra 
Bose. When he joined the Presidency College as officiating Professor 
of Physics in the eighties of the last century, the College, though the 
premier educational institution in India, was not equipped for original 
research. He, therefore, had to procure the apparatus and the neces­
sazy personal assistance out of his own slender income. Even this was 
looked upon with disfavour by the then Educational Department. It 
held the view that the teaching of the classes was the sole C:.uty of 
a professor and that research must, therefore, involve neglect of his 
proper function. In order to disarm this criticism J agadis Chandra 
gave twenty-six· hours of weekly lectures and demonstrations and carried 
out his original investigations only in spare time. Fortl('nately his work 
and the high recognition it had won from leading European scienti~ts 
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had attracted the notice of the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
who tried to create a post with more leisure for him. But even the 
Lieutenant-Governor was not able to over-ride the opposition of th~ 
·Education Department. He, therefore, proposed that Jagadis Chandra 
should be recouped for the expenditure he had personally incurred. 
But Jagadis Chandra, though grateful for this offer, refused to accept 
pocuniary help in this form. In the end, however, Jagadis Chandra 
won. When he was sent to England in tS¢ on a scientific deputation, 
the Education Department came round to the view that research was as 
much a function of a professor as class teaching. This view was 
officially record.!d by the Director of Public Instruction of the time, 
who wrote: 

.. Dr. Bose's work is not merely the education of candidates 
for University degrees, but the promotion of physical science in 
a line which he has made peculiarly his own. To help him in 
that is to promote the cause of science all over the world ; and 
this, I assume, falls within the fuiictions of the Government.'' 

Since then the right of a professor of science to carry on independent 
and original research has never been questioned in an Indian educa­
tional institution. 

If the insistence of .Jagadis Chandra on his right.to canyon original 
investigation as a professor of the Presidency College established 
research as a legitimate activity of teachers of science, his actual investi­
gations led to results which were even more far-reaching. His early 
researches on electrical waves, undertaken in the footsteps of Clerk 
Maxwell and Hertz, for the first time inscribed the name of modem 
India in the annals of present-day science. They were almost all carried 
out in the laboratories, inadequate as they were, of the Presidency 
College. It is interesting to recall to-day a lecture given at the college 
in 1&)5, in which Jagadis Chandra demonstrated the ability of the 
electric rays to travel from the lecture-room, and through an intervening 
passage and room, to a third room 75 feet distant from the radiator, 
and to set a bell ringing, discharge a pistol, and explode a miniature 
'mine. · The Lieutenant-Governor himself was present at this demonstra­
tion and took part in it. Encouraged by his success, J agadis Chandra 
not only went on signalling througl1 the college but planned to fix one 
of these poles on the roof of his house and the other on the Presidency 
College a mile away. May I suggest that the places in which Jagadis 
Chandra carried out this, and other remarkable experiments of his 
should be commemorated by suitable tablets? They wou!d recall the 
stirring incidents in the history of our College and spur later generations , 
to fresh endeavours in science . . . 

7 
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From his electrical researches and, particularly, researches on 
electrical waves, Jagadis Chandra went forth to investigate the responses 
in living and non-living matter, passing through them to his final and 
great achievement in plant physiology. The results of these researches 
were often given out to the world before conferences held in Europe, as 
was the case in I900, when he read his paper on the Response of In­
organic and Living Matter before the International Congress of Physicirts 
held in Paris. But his actual investigations were always carried out in 
the Presidency College, where he worked with the loyal and enthusiastic 
co-operation not only of his assistants on the teaching staff, but of those 
skilful mechanics whom he had himself trained. In tke history of the 
Presidency College this collaboration will always evoke happy memories. 

The second great figure which rehabilitated modern India in the world 
of science was as intimately connected with the Presidency College as 
was Sir J agadis Chandra Bose. This was Acharyya Prafulla Chandra 
Roy, who as a school-boy sat almost on the identical spot on which 
later he carried out his experiments as Professor of Chemistry. His 
work was also carried on in the face of immense difficulties of which not 
least was insufficient room for the chemical laboratories. Acharyya 
Prafulla himself relates how he sought to overcome this difficulty. One 
day, he says, "I invited Principal Tawney to go the round of the 
laboratory and breathe the air for a few minutes. Tawney, who, I 
believe, suffered constitutionally from weak lungs, after being in for a 
couple of minutes became terribly agitated and rushed out of the room 
and fulminated in a letter to the Director of Public Instruction against , 
the state of things. He pointed out that if the Health Officer would 
come to know of it, he would be justified in prosecuting the authorities 
of the college for endangering the health of the students." As a result 
a new chemical laboratory was sanctioned and built for the Presidency 
College. ' 

It was in this new laboratory (opened in I894) that Prafulla 
Chandra's chemical career underwent, as he himself says, an unexpected 
tum by the discovery of mercurous nitrite. At that time he had taken 
up the analysis of certain rare Indian minerals in the hope that one or 
two new elements might turn up and thus fill up the gap in Mendeleeff's 
Periodic System. In course of these experiments he had occasion to 
prepare mercurous nitrite in quantity by the action of dilute ar-id in the 
cold on mercury, and he was struck by the appearance of a yellow 
crystalline deposit. At first sight it was taken to be a basic salt, but 
the formation of such a salt in a strongly acid solution was contrary to 
ordinary experience. A preliminary test proved it however to be at 

' < ' once a mercurous salt as well as a nitrite. 
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. Acharyy.~ Prafulla Chandra has himself described his joy at the 
discovery. As one new compound followed in the wake of another," 
he relates, "I took up their examination with unabated zeal. In short, 
•I could fully enter into the feelings of one of the illustrious makers of 
modem chemistry, Scheele : 'There is no delight like that which springs 
from a discovery ; it is joy that gladdens the heart.' " 

• Not less important than his individual contribution to Chemistry 
was Acharyya Prafulla Chandra's creation of an Indian school of 
chemistry. In reviewing the second volume of his 'History of Hindu 
Chemistry,' Professor Sylvain Levi, the great Orientalist wrote in the 
Journal Asiatique: "His (Prafulla Chandra Ray's) laboratory is the 
nursery from which issue forth the young chemists of New India.'' 
This observation was literally true. As Acharyya Prafulla Chandra 
himself relates: 

" The year I909 opened a new chapter in the history of 
chemical research in Bengal. In that memorable year some 
members of the brilliant group of students who were afterwards 
destined to play a conspicuous part in notable research took their 
admission in the Presidency College. Jnanendra Chandra 
Ghosh, Jnanendra Nath Mukherjee, Maniklal Dey, Satyendra 
Nath Bose and Pulin Behari Sarkar enrolled themselves in the 
I.Sc. class ; while Rasik Lall Datta and Nilratan Dhar, who were 
senior to them by a couple of years or so, were preparing for the 
B.Sc. Examination. Meghnad Saha, who passed the Inter­
mediate examination from the Dacca College, also joined Ghosh, 
Mukherjee and their fellow students in the B.Sc. class. Rasik 
Lall Datta, Maniklal Dey and Satyendra Nath Bose were born 
and brought up in Calcutta under their paternal roof. Ghosh, 
Mukherjee, Sarkar, Saha and Dhar, on the other hand, hailing 
from the countryside were residents in the Eden Hostel attached 
to the Presidency College and among them sprang up a friend­
ship such as is rarely met with. They shared their joys and 
sorrows and their common purse. Although as yet scientists in 
posse, there was something indescribable in their character, 
which drew me to them. The bonds existing between them and 
me was as subtle as those of chemical affinity. I used to visit 
them often in their hostel rooms and they were my constant 
c~mpanions in my maidan walk in the evenings.'' 

The. picture here given raises before our eyes what seems to be the 
modem version of the guru grihas of ancient India. Here we find the 
love and affection between the teacher and the taught of our olden days 
combined with the pursuit of modern knowledge. 
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It is unnecessary to outline here the varied achievements of the 
pupils of Acharyya Prafullachandra. The value of their ~ork and 
investigations have been everywhere recognized. They are now 
themselves distinguished teachers in chemistry in universities all• 
over India and are engaged in training new researches who, it is to be 
hoped, will in the future worthily uphold their tradition. 

The teaching of science and scientific research in the Presiden~y 
College will be influenced permanently by the tradition created by these 
two towering personalities. Whatever may be done or'- discovered in the 
laboratories of the College in the future will owe their origin as much to 
the knowledge and inspiration of the investigator as to•the tradition of 
the College. Its influence will be felt not simply on chemical and 
physical investigations but on all the branches of science. The Presi­
dency College has not a negligible record in these other branches though 
this work has necessarily been thrown into the shade by the epoch­
making discoveries connected with the names of Jagadischandra and 
Prafullachandra. This tradition of discovery and investigation is the 
heritage of every student of the Presidency College, and it is his duty to 
carry on the torch of knowledge in the great relay race of science. 



Twenty~Five Years Ago 

[From the Presidency College Magazine, Volume I, No. I]. 

w E make our first appearance amidst the excitement of a crisis un-
paralleled in the experience of any one now living. Far away 

from the scene of strife we hear only the echoes of what is likely to 
prove the greatest war in the world's history. Tremendous issues hang 
in the balance ; but 'out of the evil cometh good'-and the most cheer­
ing outcome of the present war is the manifestation of the solidarity of 
interest and the unity of sentiment which prevail throughout the British 
Empire. A wave of loyalty has touched the shores of the overseas 
dominions of the Emperor. The peoples of India accept the British 
cause not only as the subjects of the British Empire but as comrades 
in a struggle for existence as vital to their interests as to those of any 
other part of the Empire. The despatch of Indian troops to fight on 
European soil for the first time in history, the voluntary grant of all the 
expenses of the Indian Expeditionary forces from the Indian Exchequer 
are significant facts. They give happy assurance of the steady develop­
ment of better fellowship throughout the British Empire. 

(From the College Notes). 

THE ELUOT ·SHIELD FINAL 

Medical College vs. Presidency College. 

The day of the final dawned and there was no sign of the weather 
clearing up. This was unfavourable to the chance of Presidency 
College, because the Medicals play much better on a wet ground. As 
the day advanced there was not much sign of rain either and this 
inspired some little hope in the hearts of supporters of Presidency 
College. 

The game started late as two of the Medical players did not reach 
the ground in time. Presidency won the toss and decided to defend the 
souther.n goal. The whistle blew and B. Ghosh kicked off for the 
Medicals. From the start, our opponents took the aggressive, and 
S. Bose ran down the line and centred, but the shot proved abortive. 
The Medicals continued the pressure and were on the point of scoring, 
when Radhanath saved brilliantly though at the expense of a comer. 
The comer shot by S. Chatterjee was a marvellous one but Mukherjee 
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fisted it out. This opening did not promise well for Presidency College 
chances. Presidency, however, now rallied and quickly took the lead 
and after a fine display of passing, D. Das shot, but the ball went 
wide. Some up and down play followed, and then the Medicals broke 
through S. Bose after a fine individual run centred cleverly, but failed 
to score. Presidency replied to this with combined rush of the centre 
and wings, after some neat passing between J. Dutt and D. Das, Anam 
sent in a low angular shot and scored amidst loud cheers. Two 
minutes later the whistle blew for half time. 

After ends were changed, Presidency forwards who were much 
encouraged at their success, were playing a sound game 'and an indivi­
dual run by P. Roy was much applauded. The Medicals tried hard 
to take the offensive, but our centre-half J. Sanyal and our back 
Banerjee, who were all along playing in brilliant style, were not to be 
beaten. When there was only ten minutes left for the game to close, 
our Captain S. M. Yakub thought it wise to strengthen the defence. 
The Medicals nonetheless broke through and B. Ghosh tried a good 
hard shot at goal, which Mookherjee saved in equally good style. 
Presidency College were again pressing when the final whistle blew, 
leaving them the winners of the Elliot Shield for the eighth time. For 
the winners J. Sanyal, U. Banerjee and G. Mukherjee played well, while 
S. Bose of the Medicals was decidedly the best forward on the field. 

The shield and the medals were then presented to the Captain and 
the players of the winning team by the Persian Consul. 

(From The P. C. A. C. and the Football Season) . 

... ... "' ... 

SUCCESS OF OUR MEN ABROAD 

We feel very great pride in the brilliant achievements of our men 
abroad. Fresh additions have been made this year to the ever-swelling 
list of Presidency College men who have made their mark in foreign 
universities and won fresh laurels for our College. We offer our hearty 
welcome to Messrs. Kaliprosad Khaitan and Bhupati Mohan Sen on 
their return home from England where the former distinguished himself 
by passing the Law Examination with brilliant honours and tlie latter 
by winning the Smith's prize and by securing a Wranglership in the 
Cambridge University. 

Every member of our College will be glad to hear that Mr. Sudhindra 
Kumar Haldar, M.A., who graduated from our College 'in 1909 toget~er 
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with Mr. Bhupati Mohan Sen, B.A. (Cantab.)* and Mr. Kshitish Chandra 
Sen, B.A. (Cantab.), x.c.s., has passed the I. C. S. Examination held in 
August last. We also note with pleasure the brilliant success of our 
friend Mr. Satyendra Nath Modak, M.A., who passed the Mathematical 
Tripos Examination, Part I, at Cambridge in Class I, last term. We 
hear he has occupied the :first place. We wish greater success at the 
I. C. S. Examination in which he will be competing next year. We 
rejoice to record these successes. Placed in high positions we hope our 
friends will continue to cherish feelings of loyalty and duty to our 
common alma mater to which they owe so much, and which also 
expects much .ttom them. 

(From the University News). 

* The statement requires modification, for Mr. Bhupati Mohan Sen, our 
present Principal, was not a classmate of Messrs. S. K. Haldar and K. _c. Se~. 
Mr. B. M. Sen graduated with Triple Honours, under the Old Regulations, m 
1908 and not in 1909 when the New Regulations of the University took efiect.­
Ed., P. C. M. • 
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COLLEGE UNION NOTES 

The following is the list of office-bearers of the different departments 
of the College Union for the session, 1939-40 :_-

President-Principal B. M. Sen. 
Treasurer-Professor S. C. Majumdar. 
General Secretary-Saroj Kanta Guha, Third Year 'Class. 
Socials Secretary-Manila! Ganguli, Third Year Class. 
Socials Asst. Secy.-Amares Chandra Sen, First Year Science Class. 
Debates Secretary-Suchit C. Majumdar, Third Year Class. 
Debates Asst. Secy.-Arun Kumar Basak, Second Year Arts Class. 

DRAMATIC SociETY: 

Vice-Presidents-Professors S. S. Bagchi and G. N. Shastri. 
Secretary-Hirendra Nath Chatterjee, Fifth Year Class. 
Asst. Secretary-Bazlul Karim, Third Year Class. 

RABINDRA P ARISHAD: 

Vice-President-Professor S. C. Sen-Gupta. 
Secretary-S. M. Abul Hussain, Third Year Class. 
Asst. Secy.-Sudhamoy Bhattacharyya, Second Year Science Class. 

CoLLEGE MAGAZINE: 

Treasurer-Professor H. K. Banerji. 
Editor-A. K. M. Mahiuddin, Fifth Year Class. 
Secretary-Bimal Chandra Datta, Fifth Year Class. 

The Committee of the Union consists of the following students:­
Abu Sayed Chowdhury, Fourth Year Arts Class. 
Nirendra Nath Bhanja, Fourth Year Arts Class. 
Suniti Prasanna Mullick, Fourth Year Science Class. 
Mohan Chand Mitter, Third Year Science Class. 
Samarendra C. Deb, Second Year Arts Class. 
Samir Kumar Ghosh, Second Year Science Class. 
Anutosh Mookerjee, First Year Arts Class. 
Rathindra Nath Ghosh, First Year Science Class. 

* * * * * 
The first social under the auspices of the College Union was held on 

the 30th of August last. Both Principal Sen (as President) and Mrs. Sen 
were present, besides a fair number of members of the teaching staff. 
Ther~ was a large attendance of students, specially 'freshers,' and the 
P~ys1cs Lecture Theatre was packed to its utmost capacity. Mrs. Sen's 
kmd presence was very much appreciated by the members of the Union: 
it was her first appearance among us after the recent berC<\-vement sustained 
by her in the death of her mother. 
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What with the " war-cries " of the newsboys in the street and what 
with the hum of class-lectures (this of course is casting no reflections on 
the quality of the lectures delivered in our classes) all day long, it was 
thought advisable to give some sort of relief to the poor ear-drums by 
music-be it good, indifferent or bad! It would not be in keeping with 
form for the General Secretary (one of the organizers) to say himself to 
which class the programme he arranged could be placed. His satisfac­
tio,n lies in knowing that all the musicians he got together were of consider­
able repute in the city, and were particularly popu1ar with the student 
community. It is a pity, however, that the College itself could provide 
no music, save the two choric songs and a good effort on the violin by 
Hambir Banerji (III Year Arts). In another respect, however, our boys 
probably more than made up for this deficiency : Hiren Chatterji (V Year) 
and Sachin Sen (I Year Science) nearly brought the house down with 
laughter by their delightful comic sketches. The function came to a close 
with a singing of the national song "Jana Gana Mana Adhinayaka," in 
which the whole house, led by Mrs. Sen and the Principal, stood up and 
joined. 

The General Secretary takes this opportunity to thank all who worked 
towards the success of the function and acknowledges that without their 
co-operation the function cou1d not have been held at all. 

* * * * * 
As we are about to go to Press we are happy to chronicle that the 

College Union invited Dr. Amiya C. Chakravarti, M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon.), 
Research Fellow of the University of Oxford, to deliver an address on 
"Modem English Poetry." The meeting took place on Saturday, the 
16th September, at 2-15 P.M. in the Physics Lecture Theatre. Dr. 
Chakravarti in course of his speech which lasted about an hour, dwelt on 
the various aspects of modem, particularly Post-War, poetry. The 
speech was so well delivered that the large audience in the hall heard him 
with rapt atterition amid pin-drop silence. Principal B. M. Sen, the 
President, and Saroj Kanta Guha, the General Secretary of the College 
Union, thanked Dr. Chakravarti for kindly delivering the magnificent 
address. 

DEBATING SOCIETY 

SAROJ GuHA, 
General Secretary. 

The opening debate of the current session was held on the 12th 
August at the Physics Lecture Theatre. The resolution was " In the 
opinion of the House the Forward Bloc should be banned." Principal 
Sen kindly opened the debate and Prof. S. C. Sarkar took the chair. In 
his inaugural speech Mr. Sen outlined the ideals of the Debating Society. 
Referring, to the very controversial resolution before the house, he asked 
the speakers to keep out of personalities and concentrate themselves on 
policies only. 

Mr. Nripendra Sen moving the resolution said that the Forward Bloc 
was neither forward nor a Bloc; and as the Left Consolidation Committee 
was trying to uni.Ye the Leftists there was no longer the necessity of any 
oth~r new organization for that purpose. Mr. Hiren Chatterjee described 

8 
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the whole movement as an attempt at conciliation between revolutionary 
urge and Rightist view, while Mr. Suc~t Mazumdar sa~d that the Forward 
Bloc with no definite ideology to call 1ts own was ne1ther fish, fowl, nor 
good red herring. Messrs. Sunil Sen and Phullasree Ghose also spoke very 
effectively in favour of the motion. 

Leading the opposition, Mr. Protap Chunder declared socialism was 
the only remedy of evils and the Forward Bloc would serve that purpose. 
He also referred to the bold stand taken by the Forward Bloc against t!J.e 
High Command, and said that the Forward Bloc should take the place of 
Gandhian leadership which was getting old and rusty. Mr. Bibhuti Sarkar 
made the rather pithy remark that Mr. Gandhi's philosophy was preferred 
by many, believed by a few and understood by none. The opposition 
was ably supported by Messrs. Ranajit Gupta, Dilip B1swas and Arun 
Bannerjee. 

Prof. Sarkar, after a brief resume of the arguments set forth by the 
two parties, expressed his fear that the Forward Bloc might bring disrup­
tion, but it lay in the future as to what it could do or undo. 

It was gratifying to note that there was a record attendauce. The 
motion when put to vote was lost by a huge majority, only seven 
members voting for the motion m a house of about 300. 

A second debate was held on the 26th August with Prof. Upendra 
Nath Ghosal in the chair. The subject was " In the opinion of the House, 
Federation should be accepted." 

In opening the debate, Mr. Amitava Ray Chowdhury quoted that 
" the ideal of an Indian patriot is a federation of free and separated 
States,-the United States of India." Referring to the safeguards in the 
constitution he said that they were not really dangerous, for medicine 
would surely not be used as daily food. 

Leading the opposition in a very thorough manner, Mr. Arnalesh 
Tripathi said that Federation was possible only where fue units to be 
federated were of similar elements, but in India, with her democratic 
provinces and autocratic States, the gulf was unbridgeable. The power of 
finances, said he, is completely in the hands of the Viceroy, besides the 
composition of the Upper House with the high quota of the States truly 
reflects the attitude of the " white " masters who framed the constitution. 

Messrs. Dilip Biswas, Bhupen Mazumdar, Arun Das-Gupta and Suchit 
Mazumdar supported the resolution, while Messrs. Amar Nandi, Arun 
Basak, Rajen Saha and Bibhuti Sarkar spoke against it. Messrs. Ranajit 
Gupta, Nripen Sen, Fazal Karim and Sunil Sen from the audience also ' 
took part in the debate and enlivened it considerably. ' 

The motion was then put to vote and was lost by the wide margin of 
90 to 30. 

Summing up the debate very neatly, Prof. Ghosal agreed with a 
speaker that the very existence of safeguards need not bother us mere 
existence did not necessarily mean their exercise. ' 

SUCHIT MAZUMDAR, 

· Secretary. 
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SEMINAR REPORTS 

PHILOSOPHY SEMINAR 

, The first meeting of the Seminar came off on the 6th April, 1939, 
with Dr. P: D. Shastri in the chair. Mr. S. N. Dutt read a paper on 
"The relation between mind and body." The essay was quite com­
prehensive. The writer dealt with the problem from several aspects. 
Ccnsidering all the theories he maintained that though none of them 
could be causally proved, yet we may accept the theory of inter-actionism 
as it is most plausible being supported by facts. The President summed 
up the debate. 

The second meeting was held on Monday, the IIth September, 1939, 
when Mr. Erfan Ahmed read a paper on "Hume's critique on causality." 
The essayist began with the general notion of causality and then passed 
over to what Hume meant by causation. Later on, he brought in Kant 
and the notion of necessity in causality. 

In winding up the meeting, the President criticised Hume's philo­
sophy and estimated the actual place he occupied in the history of modern 
European philosophy. 

ECONOMICS SEMINAR 

s. A. IMAM MAHMOOD, 

Secretary. 

The inaugural meeting of the Economics Seminar for the session was 
held on the 15th July, 1939. Dr. J. C. Sinha presided and Mr. Manilal 
Banerjea of the Fourth Year Class read a paper on "The Problem of 
Industrial Finance in India.'' There was a fairly large attendance. 

The writer dealt with the subject in a very comprehensive, if a bit 
too long, paper·. He began by indicating the relative importance of long­
term and short-term capital and submitted that the supply of both types 
of credit are far from adequate. For small and middle-sized industries, 
he maintained, the salvation lies in co-operation. Turning to the financial 
needs of larger industries he :first discussed the origin of the managing 
agency system and its contribution to the industrialization of India. He 
pointed out some of the glaring defects of this unique institution which 
has become a sort of anachronism to-day and maintained that it is high 
time now that it should give way to honest and efficient managing 
directors who would command equal confidence. He contended that the 
part now played by commercial banks is very much inadequate and 
'mentioned of the dependence of a much larger section of traders and 

· industrialists on indigenous bankers and money-lenders. He discussed 
the various methods of granting credit and deplored their mediaeval 
rigidity. He regretted the absence of a well developed bill market and 
emphasizod the need of enlarging the basis of the short-term credit system 
and of linking the indigenous bankers with the Reserve Bank. He then 
gave an exhaustive account of the German mixed banking system and 
of the English Investment and Fixed Trusts. He maintained that while 
the English system is not our need, for English Trusts confine their 
business to establi~hed securities, the prospect of mixed banking in India 
is not bright. The German system, he said, cannot be su:perim.posed on 
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India where the majority of the banks are small with inadequate resources 
of paid-up capital and reserves and too inexperienced to . undertake the 
difficult and complex task of combining investment b~g with com­
mercial banking. The Imperial Bank and the larger JOmt-stock banks 
may proceed cautiously on these lines. He admitted the need of an 
industrial bank for specializing in the provision of long-term capital to 
industries which should continue to obtain their working capital from 
existing institutions. 

The paper was followed by a discussion in which Messrs. Amalesh 
Tripathi, Amiya Kumar Basu, and Mrityunjay Banerjee joined. Mr. 
Tripathi made a general discussion and asked us not to under-estimate 
the yeoman's service done by the managing agency system and main· 
tained that the process of liberation of industries frofn its " clutches" 
would be necessarily slow. Mr. Basu contended that in view of the fairly 
high returns on investment in good securities it is highly problematical if 
an institution devoting itself exclusively to long-term business will have 
much chance of success and submitted that it may have to undertake 
some commercial business also which should, however, be subsidiary to its 
industrial business. He discussed the problems of the bill market and 
those of linking the indigenous bankers with the Reserve Bank. He tried 
to indicate the fundamental nature of the problem by saying that the 
ultimate factor is the earning capacity of the people while the growth of 
investment habit depends on the will to save, the incentive to save, and 
the facilities for investments. He also pointed out that excepting a 
section of speculators and a smaller section of well-jnformed investors a 
vast mass of potential investors, the middle class, outside the metropolis 
and the Stock Exchange lies practically untapped. Mr. Banerjea argued 
that the urgent need was the establishment of an industrial bank and 
showed reasons for his contention that it should preferably be a state· 
aided bank and a provincial one. 

Dr. Sinha in an illuminating speech summed up the whole thing. 
He agreed that the salvation of the small and middle sized industries lies 
in co-operation. He indicated the need for licensed ware-hv'lsing, 
standardization of crops, etc. in the development of a bill market -and 
discussed the inherent difficulties of linking the indigenous bankers wifll 
the organised money market. He pointed out that industrialists are often 
chronic borrowers like peasants and many loans which seem to be at :first 
for short-term become in fact long-term ones. He emphasized that the 
real problem is that of the provision of long-term capital and that tlie 
urgent need is a channel through which long-term investment should :flow 
to industry. He pointed out that the English Trusts are not our needs, 
and that the introduction of the German system is not desirable. He 
subscribed to ~~ view that a new institution, a state-aided provincial 
bank, for prov1dmg long-term finance is a gap in our financial require­
ments and also maintained that for sometime at least it will llave to do 
other s~bsidiary commercial business as well along with pioneering of new 
enterpnses and the financing of old ones. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting concluded. 

AMIYA JfuMAR BAsu, 
Secretary. 
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POUTICS SEMINAR 

The first meeting of the Politics Seminar came off on the rgth 
August, 1939 with Prof. D. G. Chattoraj in the chair. Mr. Amales 
Tripathi of the Fourth Year Economics Class read a paper entitled "Good­
bye, Democracy!" The reader said in connection with the decay of 
democratic faith that the cause was not hard to find. In the capitalistic 
democracy of the nineteenth century lay the germ of its own dissolution. 
Democracy has come to such a bad grace as it could not alleviate the 
miseries which it stood up against. There cannot be any real political 
equality since there is no economic equality and the appalling tragic 
poverty which we confront in our lower stratum of society proves best 
why democracy cannot rouse any faith. 

The forces'" of production are in the hands of the capitalists who so 
long played into the hands of the commons and satisfied some of their 
primary needs as the system was in the phase of expansion. But as soon 
as capitalism began to decline its inherent incongruities came to light, 
political equality was hard to reconcile with continued dominion of 
economic interests by a privileged class. Dictators supported by the 
capitalists began to evolve and fight against the masses' desire for freedom. 

The writer traced hereby the origin and growth of dictatorship and 
concluded that if real democracy was to be established it should not be 
conceived as an empty ideal applicable only to the sphere of politics. It 
should be considered also as a social theory and an ethical concept, a 
mode of evaluation. To make a society properly democratic inhuman 
inequality should be removed and free play should be given to men to 
develop their best selves. 

Messrs. Bhupen Mukherjee, Mrityunjay Bannerjee, Amitabha Roy­
chowdhuri, and Amargopal Nandi took part in the discussion. All of 
them attacked the title and blamed the author for going to bid good-bye 
to democrac . They said, democracy has faults but then what govern-
ment h ot? Let it perfect itself. 

- • e author took exception to the blame and called it unjust since 
:n{ tried to prove them his essay that it was not he but the dictators, the 
Capitalists who were conspiring to shove democracy away to perpetuate 
their hold on society through their hold on forces of production. 

Prof. Chattoraj summed up the matters nicely, admitted of the faults 
of inequality and concluded with the famous quotation-

,' Of the forms of Government let the fools contest, 
What is administered best is best." 

HISTOI;liCAL SEMINAR 

AMALES ThiPATHI, 
Secretary. 

A general meeting of the Historical Seminar was held on 22nd April, 
1939, under the presidency of Prof. S. C. Sarkar. Mr. Dilip Kumar 
Biswas of the Fourth Year Class read a paper on ' Inevitability of the 
Peloponnesian War.' The paper gave rise to a long discussion after 
which Prof. SarJ!;ar summed up the whole thing and threw some new light 
o~ the subject. 
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We convened two special meetings the first of which was held on 
22nd July, 1939. Dr. U. N. Ghoshal took ~e chair and Dr .. ~· G. :Sas~ 
read a detailed and interesting paper on Law and Adnumstration m 
Ancient Bengal.' The paper was highly technical and fairly surveyed the 
efficient adrninistratiol! of ancient Bengal. Dr. Ghoshal mentioned some 
points regarding the revenue system where he could not agree with Dr. 
Basak. The second special meeting was held on 29th July, 1939, when 
Mr. Pratap Sen, a brilliant ex-student of our College, read a paper op. 
' Czechoslovakia.' The paper was very interesting. Prof. S. C. Sarkar 
took the chair. 

On August 9, 1939, another general meeting of the Seminar was 
held when Mr. Amal Bose of the Fourth Year class read a short but com­
plete paper on 'Akbar's claim to greatness.' Mr. P. G. Basu Mullick 
presided. Mr. Bose controverted Smith's contention that Akbar was a 
foreigner in India and based his proposition on Akbar's administrative, 
imperial and religious systems, each of which, according to him, was far­
sighted and wise. Messrs. S. Sen, D. Biswas, N. Sen and others 
criticised some of the observations made by Mr. Bose after which_the 
president critically estimated the true position of Akbar. 

The next general meeting was held on August 19, 1939, under the 
presidency of Dr. U. N. Ghosbal. Mr. Ranjit Gupta of the Fourth Year 
Class read a paper on ' The State-policy of the Mauryas towards the 
artisan caste.' He based his paper on the accounts of India left by 
classical Greek writers, chief of whom were Megasthenes, Diodoros and 
Pliny. He also made frequent references to the Arthasastra. Mr. Gupta 
observed that the State-policy of the Mauryas towards the artisan caste 
was pre-eminently despotic because the king was the central authority 
and controlled every sphere of industrial life. Mr. P. C. Chunder, how­
ever, opined that the State-policy was not despotic as the Mauryas took 
only paternal care towards the artisans. Dr. Ghosba1 said that even if 
the Mauryas were despotic regarding the artisans, they ma¥. be justified 
when their policy is studied in its proper environments. -~"' 

The next meeting was held on September 13, 1939, under the ·pl:1{si­
dency of Dr. U. N. Ghoshal when Mr. A. C. Banerjee of the Third Yea.l-1 
Class read a paper on 'Evolution of the Caste System.' The writer 
traced the evolution of the system through the vicissitudes of different 
~ges of the history of Indian civilisation and noticed the various degenerat­
mg and anomalous elements that had crept in the Hindu society in later 
times pointing out concrete illustrations from the history of early Hindu 
society. Some points, raised by Messrs. S. K. Guha, A. T. Choudhury 
and P. L. Chatterjee, were discussed by Dr. Ghoshal in his presidential 
speech. 

GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

]. N. SEN, 

A. c. BANE~JEE, 
Secretaries. 

The 34th Annual General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Monday, the 28th August, 1939, at 4-45 P.M., in the Geological Lecture 
Theatre, Presidency College, with Dr. p. 1{. Ghosh, h{.sc. (Cal.), D.I.f·• 
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n.sc. (Land.), F.N.I., in the chair. About a hundred members were present. 
The out-going Secretary, Mr. H. Nandi, B.sc. submitted the report for the 
session, 1938-39 before the house. Five ordinary and three special general 

,meetings were held during the session, when eminent Geologists like Dr. 
C. S. Fox, n.sc. (Birm.), M.I.MIN.E., F.G.s., F.N.L, Director, Geological 
Survey of India, Mr. S. L. Biswas, M.Sc., Head of the Department of 
Geology, Calcutta University, Mr. J. B. Auden, M.A. (Cantab.), delivered 
lE'ptures on various geological and geographical topics-The fallacy of 
the Middle Gondwana division, Climate during the Gondwana times, 
Constitution of the Earth, Karakorum Expedition. Papers were also read 
by the student-members as follows :-Land and People of Kalimpong by 
Mr. K. G. Bagchi, Palaeo-climatology by Mr. P. R.ay, and The Corundum 
bearing rocks oi India by Mr. A. B. Das-Gupta. A large number of 
papers were received for the Institute Medal Competition and Mr. Suprakas 
Ghose of the Second Year Class was declared the recipient of the medal for 
his paper on the Economic and Regional Geography of Forests in India. 
The second volume of the Institute Journal, "Bhu-Vidya," was published 
during the session. It has been highly praised by eminent Geologists 
and others for the high standard of the articles, mostly written by the 
students themselves. The credit goes to the Editor, Mr. K. G. Bagchi, 
B.sc., and the Secretary in charge, Jl4r. H. Nandi, B.sc., who spared no 
pains to make it a great success. 

The report was followed by a very interesting address by the 
President, Dr. P. K. Ghosh, who spoke on "The Mineral and Hot water 
Springs of India." He dealt extensively on the medicinal values of the 
various springs and their geological significance. 

The following office-bearers were elected for the session, 1939-40:­

President :-Dr. P. K. Ghosh, M.sc. (Cal.), n.r.c., n.sc. 
(Lond.), F.N.I. 

Vice-Presidents :-Mr. S. C. Sarkar, M.A. (Cal. & Oxon.). 
, ,- Dr. M. M. Chatterjee, n.r.c., Ph.D. (Land.). 

~Secretaries :-Mr. A. B. Das-Gupta, B.sc. 
Mr. M. K. Roychoudhury, B.sc. 

Asst. Secretary :-Mr. K. Lahiri. 
Treasurer:-Mr. P. Ray, B.sc. 

The meeting terminated after the members were addressed by the 
out-going Secretary and the newly elected Jt.-Secretaries. Refreshments 
were served after the meeting. 

FOOTBALL NOTES 

A. B. DAS-GUPTA, 
Jt.-Hony. Secretary. 

ATHLETIC REPORTS 

Luck has turned at last! After 4 years of frantic efforts, (we started 
losing finals fairly consistently since 1935), the College XI, following a 
se~es of clever ~s. managed to pull off both the Elliot an.d the Hardinge 
Birthday Challenge Shields. We have good reasons to give ourselves a 
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pat on the back. The " double " is quite a record in the history of 
college football in Calcutta and moreover, throughout both :the tourna­
ments we had only one goal scored against us-

What strikes one about the XI this year, is its balance and its team 
spirit. We were glad to find, in the college matches, that a real team 
was playing for us and not eleven players carrying on separately. 
Sidharta Roy, the Captain, deserves our congratulations for tactfully 
infusing the right spirit in the team. ' 

Not that there was any want of talent. Ram Bhattacharya in goal 
was the tower of strength he usually is, giving ample support to the two 
backs lndra Kundu and Sidharta Roy, who also worked very well together. 
The half-back line was immensely strengthened with ~.e inclusion of 
Nassim and Dasurathi Mitter with Dhruba Das playing a sterling game 
throughout. The fact that only a single goal was netted against us in 
Calcutta is ample proof of the soundness of our defence. 

In the forward line, our strongest points were the two wingers. The 
great Abbas on the left needs no comment. Nirmal Chatterjee on the 
right, proved his worth by scoring the largest number of goals for his 
side. The two inside forwards Ranesh Gupta and Barin Ghosh were 
brainy and hardworking without being spectacular. Anupam Sen, at 
centre, started his season disastrously with a series of lapses, but made 
ample amends towards the end. We shall remember his game against 
the Ripon College in the final of the Hardinge Birthday Tournament. 

As a fitting end to a right season the XI went up to Dacca to play 
a number of friendly matches, and won all except two. The statistics 
are interesting. On the fust day they drew with Dacca Hall (2-2). Then 
in succession they beat the Jagannath Hall 7-o, Engineering College 
3-1, the Muslim Hall 7-1, and ended up by beating the Vice­
Chancellor's Dacca University XI 3-o. 

On ~e morning they left, however, they were beaten by~ Dacca 
Intermediate College (z-z). May be the generous hospitality Cit~e 
D~cca folk, pl~s ou~ play~r~' sense of ?uty towards their hosts had som~ 
thmg to do w1th this antichmax. Or 15 it Fate taking a hand in ~ollege 
football once more? We shall have to be careful next year . 

BASKET-BALL NOTES 

.ANIL DUTT, 

Hony. Secy. P. C. F. C. 

The official season has now been opened, though we in the College 
play, throughout the year. We have a good season this year. Some of 
our old stars'. have left the College giving place to 'new stars.' We 
have been playmg a number of friendly matches with good results all 
along. The Y · M. C. A. Intermediate League and Inter-Collegiate League 
have begun and we are doing fairly well. 

~ B. SEN, 

Hony. SecretarY· 



PRESIDENCY C.OLLEGE BASKET-BALL TEAM, 1938-39 
WINNER. OF PANNA MEMORIAL TROPHY AND 

R uNNERS-UP OF INTERMEDIATE KNOCKOUT TouRNAMENT 

Standing-S. D. D. Nichols Roy; S. N. Sen Gupta; S. Chakravarty; B. Datta; M. Dutt; R. R oy; D. Moitra. 
Sitting-K. Chatterjee; Prof. B. C. Das (Treasurer); Principal B. M. Sen; M. Auddy (Captain); Bangshi Sen (Secretary 



PRESIDENCY COLLEGE ROWING CREW 
WINNER oF THE lNTER-CO:LLEGIATE RowiNG CHMfPIONSHIP, PATNA, 1939 

From the left:-Sunil Sen (Cox), Manishi Sen (Stroke), Manish Sarkar (2), Nripen Sen (3) 
and Dilip Bo;;e (Bow). • 
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lWWING NOTES 

I will not go to the extent of claiming any great historical significance 
for the victory Presidency College gained at the expense of the Patna Arts 
"College. It is interesting to note, however, that this was probably the first 
instance in India, when two colleges of different universities rowed against 
one another. Competitive rowing has started late in India, so this is a 
welcome sign . 

• The actual race had more than its share of the funny side of things, 
at least the humour of it appeals to us now that it is safely over. Having 
proved its valour in the little Dhakuria Lake of Calcutta the crew was 
rather painfully surprised to see the vast seething hissing expanse of brown 
water it had to ww on. The cynical grin on the mask of a semi-decom­
posed corpse, on its journey to the eternal ocean via Mother Ganges, was 
also certainly not very encouraging. The start of the race was a chapter 
of accidents. One of the stake boats turned tnrtle through the bu:ffeting 
of the wind. The starter's pistol misfired twice. While our No. 3 was 
giving an elaborate explanation of how we were started off in Calcutta, the 
pistol went off with such a loud bang that the whole crew was nearly 
pitched into the water. The first few strokes proved disastrous with stroke 
and three stopping the boat with their rushing and bow and two alternately 
catching crabs. With each man shouting instructions, the race developed 
into a tremendous argument over the theories of rowing and the ethics of 
discipline. We suddenly discovered the best thing was to let the current 
carry the boat to victory and try to hamper it as little as possible. It is 
to this that I attribute the fact that we romped home in fine style a few 
lengths ahead of our opponents. The inexorable forces of Nature always 
prevail! 

ANNUAL SPORTS 

MANISH CHANDRA SARKAR, 

Outgoing Captain. 

This year the annual sports of the College had to be abandoned owing 
to a serious stroke on the eye of Mr. Sunil Munshi, a good athlete of the 
College, on the day of the "heats." By the grace of God he has escaped 
from any fatality. 

College Blues for 1938 awarded to:-
Athleties-(r) S. Mizzan. (z) Bimal Datta. 
Basketball-(r) Mukunda Auddy. (2) Jiten Samadder. 
Cricket-(r) Hemen Bhattacharya. (2) Ram Bhattacharya. 
Swimming-(r) B. Chakravarty. 
Rowing-(1) Manish Sirkar. 
Football-(!) Indra Kundu. (2) Nirmal Chatterjee. (3) Ranesh 

Gupta. 
Hockey-(1) Protap Sen. (2) Anil Roy Chowdhury. 

Cricket Caps for 1938-39 awarded to:-
Siddharta Roy, Anupam Sen, D. Bose and Prosanta Das. 

SUSHEN GUPTA, 

Hony. Secretary. 
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PRESIDENCY COLLEGE PLATOONS 

The two College Platoons maintained their usual high standard of 
efficiency during the last twelve months. During the Camp, last year,, 
" A " Company stood first in drill and sports competitions and remained 
unbeaten in the Inter-Company Musketry League. In all these competi­
tions the Presidency College Platoons bore their share remarkably well 
contributing largely towards the success of the Company. The general 
standard of shooting of our College Platoons was quite satisfactory during 
the year although no outstanding shots were produced. In fact, when 
the average shooting efficiency is questioned the Presidency College 
platoons occupied positions towards the top of the list. During the later 
part of the year arrangements have been made to teaeh bugling to the 
members. 

Unfortunately, however, the numerical strength of the Platoons is 
not quite satisfactory when the number of thEl students of the College is 
considered. It is a really astonishing fact that when such an agitation 
is going on outside to force the Government to give military training to 
the youths of Bengal, the students of our College neglect to have the 
same training that is obtainable by joining the C. U. T. C. It is hoped, 
however, that more response will be received from the students next time. 

Regarding the present war a word or two is necessary to explain the 
liabilities of a member of the C. U. T. C. The C. U. T. C. is an 
absolutely academic institution and its member!> have no liabilities in 
war or in peace whatsoever. 

AMIYA Bll:USAN DAS-GUPTA, 
Platoon Sergeant: 

STUDENTS' AID FUND 
SESSION I9J8-J9 

With the close of the period under review (rst September, I9J8 to 
3rst May, I9J9), the Fund completed the sixteenth year of its useful 
existence. A departure has been made this time by closing the year on 
the JISt May in place of the JISt August, with the object of making the 
year under review terminate with the formal academic year. 

Committee :-The management of the Fund was in the hands of a 
Committee of six members with Principal B. M. Sen as President and 
Prof. D. N. Sen as Secretary. Prof. Sen retired in November last and 
the President nominated Prof. G. D. Bhar to work as Secretary in his 
place. 
. Stipends :-Fifteen students were awarded monthly stipends varying 
m amount from Rs. 7/- to Rs. sf-. Eight of these belonged to the 
fourth year class, two to the third year class, two to the second year and 
three to the first year class. Most of the stipend-holders did well in their 
examinations. 

Special Grants :-During the period under review two students 
received special grants of Rs. zoj- and Rs. IJ/-, respecti~ely. 

Loans :-:-Loans ar~ us~all:f advanced to scholarship-holders who do 
~ot get the:tr scholarships m time to pay their college dues. No interest 
IS charged for such advances. The amount of loan 'outstanding on the 
rst September, I9J8 was Rs. IJ2/ r I-. Nineteen students were grrmted 
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loans during the period under review, amounting in all toRs. 8241-. The 
amount recovered during the period was Rs. 702 I-; this includes the suni 
of Rs. 27 I- which was recovered in excess and has since been refunded. 
The net amount recovered during the period was therefore Rs. 675 f-. 
Thus the amount of loan outstanding on the rst June, 1939 was 
Rs. 28rlr/-. Of this, the amount which is recoverable (and has since 
been recovered) is Rs. 247 I 8 I-. The balance of Rs. 33 I 9 I- is, however, 
im;coverable and bas to be written off. 

Accounts:- RECEIPTS 
Opening balance as on 1-9-38 
Contribution from Staff (for 9 months only) 
Donation from Dr. H. E. Stapleton 

,' Mr. T. S. Sterling 
, A student of the College 

Sale-proceeds of Charity Performance organised 
by the College Union 

Interest on deposit with College Co-operative Society 
Donation by the Physics Department 
Recovery of Loans 
Temporary advance by Secretary 

Stipends 
Loans 
Special Grants 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURE 

Refunds (of excess recovery of stipends) 
Refund of advance by Secretary 
Remuneration of collecting peon 

TOTAL 

Rs. 
1,149 

528 
so 
30 
10 

640 
2 

23 
702 
263 

3·397 

798 
824 
33 
27 

263 
II 

1,956 

A. P. 
0 4 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

8 0 
4 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

!2 4 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

The balance of Rs. 1,441 I 12 I 4 is carried forward as the opening 
balance for the next year. 

The Committee desire to place on record their gratitude to Prof. D. N. 
Sen for the most kind and zealous services rendered by him to the Students' 
Aid Fund during the five years he worked as its Secretary. The Committee 
also feel extremely grateful to Principal B. M. Sen whose guidance and 
constant help as President has made it the useful institution it is. Our 
best thanks are due to all those members of the Staff whose kind and 
regular subscriptions have been the main source of income of the Fund. 

'In this connection, special mention should be made of Mr. T. S. Sterling 
and Dr. H. E. Stapleton, former Principals of the College, who were kind 
enough to send contributions to the Fund, though they have long ceased 
to be members of the College. The spirit of service evinced by the 
students who made a substantial addition to the income of the Fund by 
organising a Charity Performance is highly commendable and we feel 
thankful to its organisers. We conclude this report with the hope that 
with the kind support and sympathy of all members, staff and students, of 
the Presidency College, the Fund will be able to increase its usefulness in 
the future. G. D. BHAR, 

Professor-in-Charge. 
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DR. P. K. RAY MEMORIAL 

At the Founders' Day of the Presidency College, 27th January, r937, 
a resolution was passed to raise a fund to commemorate in a fitting, 
manner the services of the late Dr. P. K. Ray, Principal, Presidency" 
College, to the cause of education in Bengal. A strong executive com­
mittee was formed with Professor Krishnachandra Bhattacharyya as 
President, Professor Debendra Nath Sen as Treasurer and Mr. Aliul 
Chandra Gupta and Dr. Mahendra Nath Sircar as Joint-Secretaries, to 
give effect to the resolution. 

It was decided that the memorial should take the form of a marble 
bust and orders were placed accordingly with a reputed firm. The 
Government of Bengal communicated their permissi~n through the 
Principal to erect the bust at a place to be selected by the latter. The 
necessary correspondence took some time and hence the delay in holding 
the unveiling ceremony. The Committee in the meantime, had a generous 
response to its appeal for funds from the pupils and admirers of Dr. 
P. K. Ray, and was able to raise the sum of Rs. r,355{-. 

The Committee got encouraging support from the daughters and 
relations of Dr. P. K. Ray who proposed to place in its hands the sum 
of Rs. r,500, the annual interest from which is to be utilized by the 
Calcutta University to award a prize annually to the best student in 
Philosophy from Presidency College passing with First Class Honours in 
the subject. The Committee thankfully accepted the offer and decided 
to place the sum with the Registrar, Calcutta University, for necessary 
action. 

* * * "' * 
The unveiling ceremony took place on r3th August last, under the 

presidency of Mr. Hirendranath Datta, one of the oldest and most dis­
tinguished pupils of Dr. P. R'. Ray. The function was attended by many 
distinguished people, including Mrs. P. K. Ray, Lady Bose and a large 
number of ladies. 

In performing the unveiling ceremony, Mr. Hirendranath Datta said 
that it was in r886, when he was a student of the Third Year B. A. Class 
at the Presidency College, that he :first came under Dr. P. K. Ray. Dr. 
P. K. Ray came as a successor to Dr. Gough who had built up quite a 
reputation for himself by virtue of the brilliant examination results 
achieved by his pupils on the strength of the class notes dictated by him. 
Dr. P. K. Ray, as a teacher, had an entirely different method. His 
method was to put his pupils on the same terms as himself, and discuss · 
things with them freely and frankly. His purpose was always to draw· 
out what latent possibilities of philosophical talent might lie in his pupils, 
a~d in this he admirably succeeded. He was not only a philosopher 
~1mself, but the cause of philosophy in others. It was with a deep feel­
mg of affectionate gratitude that the speaker attributed whatever philo­
sophical work he had been able to do later in life to his revered " guru­
deva," Dr. P. K. Ray. 

Dr. Ray's system of teaching, continued Mr. Datta, was a reminder 
of the golden days when the relation between the teacoor and the taught 
was one of genuine cordiality. He was a " pundit " but not in the . (' 
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conventional sense of that much-abused word. A sc>-called "pundit" is 
often pedantic. But Dr. P. K. Ray always sought tc> abjure all pedantry. 
He was a man whose intellect was illuminated Py the light of real 

,,knowledge. Dr. Ray was not effusively religious. But all the time there 
'was a deep current of godliness flowing clear in him. 

Dr. Mahendra Nath Sircar, Jt.-Secretary of the :Memorial Committee, 
said in his report that the ready response and spontaP.eous sympathy from 
the public in regard to setting up a memorial of l).r. P. K. Ray, spoke 
of his high popularity and the esteem and reverencel in which he is still 
held. His services as the Principal of the Presidency College, as Registrar 
of the Calcutta University and as the :first Presic1ent of the Calcutta 
Philosophical Society would long be remembered. Ilis many qualities of 
head and heart used to send silent inspiration amongst his pupils who are 
inspired even to-day by his example and character. He was to them a 
friend, philosopher and guide. The speaker hoped that the memory of 
Dr. P. K. Ray would live long in the history of the creative personalities 
of Bengal. 

Principal B. M. Sen, in inviting Mr. Datta to urlveil the bust, paid a 
glowing tribute to the memory of Dr. P. K. Ray, Principal Sen said 
that though he had not the good fortune of being one of his pupils, he 
'HO.~ j)n'ffi.<c<g'C~ \.~ \>.;:,~~ 1;-,.).m. m:u:ma.\<c\Jl ).;:, j)n"'VO.\'C \)ie, a.w! 'RO.'b ~d b'j 
the savant's child-like simplicity and intense love of knowledge. 

Dr. Sir Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, Mr. J. N. ]3asu, M.L.A., and Dr. 
Radhakumud Mulcerji, M.L.c., also joined in paying homage to the 
memory of Dr. P. K. Ray. 

Among those present were Mrs. P. K. Ray, LadY Bose, Mr. and Mrs. 
S. C. Mukerji, Mr. and Mrs. ]. C. Mukerji, Sir Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, 
Messrs. N. K. Basu, J. N. Basu, Ajoy C. Dutt, Satitlath Ray, Dr. Radha­
kumud Mukerjee, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Choudhuri, M.L.C., Rai 
Bahadur P. N. Mukerji, c.B.E., Rai Bahadur Khagendranath Mitra, Rai 
Bahadur Hem Chandra De, Messrs. A. C. Banerji, S. N. Modak, I.<e.s., 
S. N. Ray, I.c.s., J. K. Biswas, Probodh C. Ray, Kumud Bandhu Sen, 
Narendranath Sett, Atul Chandra Gupta, SitaraPl Banerjee, Abinas 
Chandra Majumdar, Professor Debendranath Sen, Professor Harihar 
Banerjee, Mr. Hemendra Prasad Ghose, Mr. Makhanlal Sen, Rai H. K. 
Mallik Bahadur, Mr. Radhaprosad Mukerjee, Pro!essor Shyamacharan 
Mukerji, Professor Manmatha Mohan Bose, Dr. Pa1lchanan Niyogi, Dr. 
Satis Chandra Chatterjee, Professor Praphulla Chandta Ghosh and others. 

* * * * * 
FINAL LIST OF DONORS 

Rs. A.P. 

I. Mr. Atul Chandra Gupta ... 3SO 0 0 

2. Sir Asoke Ray 100 0 0 

3· Professor Krishna Chandra Bhattacharya IOO 0 0 

4· Mr. S. N. Banerjee, Bar.-at-Law 100 0 0 

s. Dr. H. E. Stapleton, I.E.S. (Retd.) so 0 0 

6. Mr. Justi,ce C. C. Biswas ... so 0 0 

7· Mr. Sudhir C. Roy, Bar.-at-Law so 0 0 
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8. 
9· 

10. 
II. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
1J. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
2J. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33· 
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Rs. A.P. 

Mr. B. C. Ghose, Bar.-at-Law so 0 0 

Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta ... 50 0 0 

Sir Manmatha Nath Mukerji so 0 0 

Mr. Amarendra Nath Roy of Behala 50 0 0 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen-Gupta 50 0 0 

Mr. Sitaram Banerjee 25 0 0 

Mr. N. C. Chatterjee, Bar.-at-Law 25 0 0 

Mr. J. N. Basu 25 0 0 

Mr. D. P. Khaitan 25 0 0 

Mr. Panna Lal Bose 25 0 0 

Mr. J. K. Biswas .. . 25 0 0 
• 

Prof. Praphullachandra Ghosh 20 0 0 

Dr. Mahendra Nath Sircar 20 0 0 

Prof. Debendranath Sen 20 0 0 

Mr. Birendra Kisore Roychoudhuri, M.L.A. 15 0 0 

Mr. S. M. Bose ro 0 0 

Dr. Adityanath Mukherjee ro 0 0 

Dr. Radha Gobinda Basak ro 0 0 
Rai P. N. Mukerji Bahadur 10 0 0 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu ... 10 0 0 
Mr. Amrita Lal Laskar, Faridpur 5 0 0 

Prof. S. C. Sen-Gupta, Sylhet 5 0 0 

Mr. A. C. Banerjee, Ballygunj 5' 0 0 

Mr. Brajendra Narayan Choudhuri, Sylhet 5 0 0 

Mr. Girija Prosanna Sannyal 5 0 0 

Mr. Narendra Nath Sett ... 5 0 0 

TotAL Rs. r,355 o o 

* * * * * 
MRs. S. C. MUKHERJI'S LETTER 

26/ r, Rowland Road, 
Calcutta, 

6th August, 1939· 
DEAR DR. SIRCAR, 

Many thanks for your letter informing us that the date has been fixed 
for the unveiling of the bust and asking me to send you a list of names of 
relatives t'o be invited. 

In this connection I wish to let you know that we would like to place 
the sum of Rs. 1,500/- on the hands of the Executive Committee to be 
in~ested in Government securities for the purpose of instituting an annual 
pn~e to be awarded by the Calcutta University to the best student of 
Philosophy from the Presidency College. The pri~e, however, is to be 
awarded only to a student who obtains a first claes in the B. A. Honours 
examination in Philosophy. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. MUKHERJI. 

To 
Professor M. N. Sircar. 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES 

The following Magazines have been received since we went to press 
last:-

I. The Scottish Church College Magazine. 
2. Government Commercial Institute Magazine. 
3· The Samaldas College Magazine. 
4· The Calcutta University Law College Magazine. 
5· Vidyasagar College Magazine. 
6. Journal of the College of Engineering and Technology, Bengal. 
7. The Krishna Raman Inter College Magazine. 
8. St. Xavier's Magazine, Calcutta. 
g. The ;Murray College Magazine, Sialkot. 

Io. The Union Magazine, D. A. V. College, Lahore. 
II. The Rajendra College Magazine. 
I2. The American College Magazine, Madura. 
I3. The Carmichael College Magazine. 
14. Dyal Singh College Magazine, Lahore. 
I5. A. V. Colleges Magazine and Chronicle. 
I6. Krishnagar College Magazine. 
I]. A Government College Miscellany, Mangalore. 
IS. The Narasinha Dutt College Magazine. 
Ig. The Victoria Institution Magazine. 
20. Bhu-Vidya Journal of the Geological Institute, Presidency 

College. 
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THE PRESIDENCY COLLEGE REGISTER 
MUST BE ON THE SHELVES OF EVERY OLD BOY 

It will be a reminder of the days of 
College life 

It will revivify old memories of Association. 
THE REGISTER CONTAINS : 

(a) -A history of the Presidency College and of (its 
predecessor) the Hindu College, and a list of the 
staff of these Colleges ; 

(b) A register of ex-students who graduated between 
1858 and 1925, with details of their career where 
available; 

(c) A supplementary list of distinguished ex-students 
of the Hindu College. 
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Chronicle and Comment 
THE WAR CONTINUES 

The forecast of British statesmen has come true-the war 
continues. The Allies had foreseen with absolute accuracy that where 
the causes of difference and resentment are so bitter and deep-seated, 
the struggle would naturally be protracted ; they had rightly guessed 
that no make-shift arrangements w<>uld suffice, drastic revisions and 

' remodellings would have to be undertaken and these would naturally 
require a consolidated victory as the herald of an abiding peace. 
Nazi propagandists trumpeted with cocksure bluster the possibility 
of a lightning victory for Hitler, a regular invasion of England by 
land, sea and air, and a quick triumph of Hitlerism. The threats 
melted into thin air and tons of pompous propaganda were found 
worth only a few puny ounces of weak action. The Allies had 
summed up Hitler and went on expecting the much-talked-of German 
offensive. Germany continued trampling on international law and 

·began to indulge in unrestricted mine-warfare which took quite a large 
toll of Allied tonnage but a greater toll yet of the principles of Nazi 
ideology in the unmistakable alienation of neutral opinion. The Union 
Jack cheerfully fluttered on the seven seas and Britannia smiled at 
Hitler playing his much-advertised trump card, scattering right and 
left his hush-hush, magnetic mines which were soon rendered 
exasperatingly innocuous by scientific counter-measures. The Allies 
went on confidently organising themselves and started tightening the 
blockade to make Germany more desperate. 

•I 
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France has just had a change of ministry but Reynaud has been 
doing what Daladier did in keeping resolved to see things through. 
Germany, in wild fear, has actually invaded Denmark and Norway; 
she is prepared to take the counsel of despair by threatening the 
neutrality of Belgium and the world knows what to think of the Nazi 
reading of the fundamentals of international law. Hitler is determined 
to out-Kaiser the ex-Kaiser in violence and ruthlessness. He has been 
wilfully spreading the :flames in Scandinavian countries, uncommonly 
forgetful of the obvious common-sense which forbids setting neighbours' 
houses on fire, if one has the slightest concern for the safety of one's 
own premises. And so one more blunder has been added to the 
already long chain of perversities. The Allies with world opinion 
behind them are more confident than ever of their ultimate triumph 
over Hitlerism now that the drowning man of the proverb has actually 
begun to clutch at reeds. The latest news reveals insidious Nazi efforts 
to bring about an immediate peace at any price, but Germany forgets 
that peace would mean, now as before, peace with honour and, 
therefore, the inevitable undoing of all that has been done without 
honour by Hitler and his followers. 

The sky is heavily clouded in India as well, where the political 
situation has reached an impasse, in spite of Lord Zetland's intense 
anxiety to see Indian leaders composing their differences. Mr: Jinnah 
is advancing his two-nation theory which would draw a definite line 
of demarcation between Hindu India and Muslim India, peopled by 
two separate communities with apparently irreconcilable social and ' 
religious traditions. Mr. Gandhi has decided to launch civil disobedi­
ence but yet waits with optimism for happenings which may preclude 
the dangerous necessity. 

* * * * * 
FOUNDERS' DAY 

The Founders' Day celebrations came off this year on the 2oth of 
January. Sir Nripendra Nath Sircar, who presided on the occasion, 
showed, by comparing the Presidency College of his days with the 
Presidency College of to-day, what the progre>ss has been like, and 
gave those who sigh for the heroic. golden days not a little food for 
thought. He rightly warned us against the mischief which has been 
created by the impression which has gone abroad that Calcutta 
University boys cut sorry figures when pitted against the stalwarts of 
other Universities. Much has been done already to challenge the 
genuineness of the impression but more has got to be done before it 
can be wiped out altogether. India has been changihg fast and every 
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sphere of Indian life has grown cruelly competitive to-day. University 
degrees have long been familiar with the appellation of ' scraps of 

, paper,' ten-rupee graduates are no longer fictitious figures, and the 
time has really come when students and their well-wishers should be 
particularly alert in developing that manliness of character and that 
ropust idealism which alone can help youth to triumph in the grim 
battle of life. 

Our urgent needs were stressed once again in the Principal's 
Report, extracts from which will speak eloquently for themselves. 

We feel keenly the absence of an Assembly Hall, the need for 
which stands foremost in our list of requirements. We have been 
stressing this vital necessity for many years now and we emphasise 
it once again. * * * We also invite the attention of Govern­
ment to the scheme for an extension of our Chemical Laboratory, 
our want of a Gymnasium, a Hostel for our Muslim students, a 
compound wall in front of the Baker Laboratory and servants' 
quarters. We also require, for expansion, land on Bhowani Dutt 
Lane. * * As we note our pressing requirements and reiterate our 
crying need of an Assembly Hall, we do not forget the storm and 
stress in the international situation and the financial embarrass­
ments which it inevitably creates. We sincerely believe that by 
looking after the well-being of this College, Government will 
promote and foster that spirit of service and idealism in the youth 
of the country which is our great asset during the present crisis 
and which will be a greater asset still in the years of reconstruction 
ahead. 

* * * * * 
OUR ANNUAL SPORTS 

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice A. N. Sen very kindly presided at our 
Sports Meet this year. A report of the sports is published elsewhere 
in this issue. We have again won the Duke Cup in tennis; this 
triumph is the latest in a series of eight triumphs since 1916 when the 

' tournament was started. Our heartiest congratulations to Messrs. Dilip 
Bose and Pantulo, our tennis wizards, to whom we owe, besides, our 
victories in the Inter-Collegiate Hard-Court Tennis and Lawn Tennis 
Tournaments. 

* * * * * 
CHANGES IN THE STAFF 

We welcome in our midst Professor Francis Joseph Charles Friend­
Pereira, B.A. (Cantab.), and Professor James Orr Bartley, M.A., 
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(Belfast), who have joined the Coll~ge as our Professors of English in 
the Bengal General Service, and Dr. A. F. M. Khalilur Rahman, B.A.,. 

Ph.D. (Lond.), who has joined as a Professor in the Department of.. 
History in the vacancy arising from the retirement of Professor 
Devendra Nath Sen. Mr. P. C. Basu Mallik, B.A. (Cantab.), an ex­
student of the College, acted in Professor Sen's place for about a year 

( 

and a half, pending the arrival of Dr. Rahman, and was very popular 
with his colleagues and pupils. Mr. Pares Nath Ghosh, M.A., of the 
Department of English, has been transferred to the Hooghly Mohsin 
College. 

The Department of Philosophy has just seen the retirement of 
Dr. Prabhu Dutt Shastri, I.E.s., who will be greatly missed by his 
many admirers. We heartily wish Dr. Shastri many happy years of 
well-earned rest. We extend our welcome to Professor A. H. Abdul 
Baqui, M.A., who has joined the Philosophy Department on transfer 
from Islamia College. 

Professor Siva Prasad Bhattacharyya of the Department of 
Sanskrit received serious injuries when he was knocked down by a car 
in February last. He is on leave till summer. We are glad to learn 
that he is completely out of danger and rallying fast, and we shall 
rejoice to welcome him back in our midst when the College re-opens in 
July. We congratulate Professor Gaurinath Shastri who is acting in 
Professor Bhattacha:ryya's place and we welcome Mr. Amalendu 
Bagchi, M.A., an ex-student, who has been appointed to officiate as 
Lecturer in the Sanskrit Department. 

Dr. Mahendranath Sircar, M.A., Ph.D., of the Department of 
Philosophy and Professor Charu Chandra Bhattacha:ryya, M.A., of the 
Department of Physics, are on leave preparatory to retirement. 'fhe 
former is due to retire on the 25th May, and the latter on the rst July 
next. Both are distinguished ex-students of the College. Dr. Sircar 
joined our Philosophy Department on transfer from the Sanskrit 
College in April, I933, and has since been a most respected member 
of the staff. Professor Bhattacha:ryya first entered service in thi~' 
College in August, rgo6 as an Assistant to Sir J agadis Chandra Bose 
and was promoted to the Bengal Educational Service in December, 
'I922. His connexion with the College, as a student and a teacher, 
extends over a period of forty years. We shall miss the two revered 
professors greatly: the College will be undoubtedly poorer by their 
retirement. 

Mr. Gokul Nath Dhar, B.A., our Librarian, retired in December 
last, after more than twenty-five years' efficient service. We welcome 
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Mr. Abdul Zamil Khan, M.A., who has joined as our Librarian on 
transfer from Rajshahi College. Mr. Tarakumar Sur, B.A., our 
Cashier, has been transferred on promotion as Head Clerk to Sanskrit 
College. Mr. Sur is one of our most popular ex-students and was 
intimately associated with the extra-academic life of the College in his 
stpdent days. His promotion is specially gratifying to us. 

* * * * * 
A NEW FELLOW 

We offer our heartiest felicitations to Dr. ]. C. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D._ 
Head of the Department of Economics, who has been nominated a 
Fellow of the Calcutta University; Dr. M. Qudrat-i-Khuda of the 
Department of Chemistry is at present the only other Fellow in our 
professoriate. 

* * * * * 

FACILITIES FOR MERITORIOUS STUDENTS 

Many poor and meritorious students were hitherto finding it. 
difficult to join the Presidency College on account of our scale of tuition 
fees and our Principal had been constantly urging the Government to 
sanction special concessions for deserving students. Government have 
recently announced certain measures which we welcome with the greatest 
enthusiasm. A fairly large number of new scholarships are now 
tenable at the College and all Government scholars will henceforth 
enjoy here the privilege of free tuition. We are deeply thankful for 
these financial concessions. It would be excellent if they are extended, 
in the fitness of things, to the post-graduate students as well. 

* * * * * 

THE UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 

Sir Mirza Ismail, Dewan of Mysore, delivered the Convocation 
' Address of the Calcutta University on March 2 last. In course of his 
illuminating observations, Sir Mirza emphasised the importance of the 
well-being of the rank and file in every educational system and pointed 
out the fallacy of paying attention to the boys at the top alone. Young 
graduates, he said, should find interesting employment in introduc­
ing scientific agriculture in villages which would help to enrich the 
province and the nation. Much has been done in this direction by the 
Mysore students whose example may be profitably followed by their 
Calcutta brethre~. Sir Mirza also suggested the absorption of a large 
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number of graduates in the Army, Navy and, AU: Force which would 
strengthen the hands of the authorities responsible for the defence of 
India and would, incidentally, do much to remove the spirit of apathy ~ 
and despair which is so palpable among educated young men. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Azizul Huq 
commented on the comparative paucity of Muslim students in the 
degree courses in science and exhorted Muslims to avail themselve~, 
in much larger numbers, of training in scientific subjects. The Vice­
Chancellor also gladly informed the gathering that a course of Islamic 
studies would be introduced from this year for the M. A. Degree, and 
as Ancient Indian History and Culture has long been a subject for the 
l\L A., the new studies in Islamic History and Culture would help 
much in developing better relations and a better understanding between 
Hindus and Muslims. 

* * * * * 
RURAL WELFARE WORK 

Government have drawn up a scheme for training college students 
in rural welfare work, the idea of which is very clearly set forth in the 
appeal issued by the Premier of Bengal, and the Minister-in-Charge, 
Agriculture, Industries and Rural Reconstruction Departments, a few 
relevant extracts from which are quoted below:-

It is being gradually recognised that a well-planned scheme of 
rural reconstruction offers the best solution of the economic, 
educational and cultural problems of our rural areas. * * * 
It is a happy sign of the times that the students of our educational 
institutions have been seriously thinking of a programme of useful 
and constructive service during vacations. While there is no 
dearth of enthusiasm, there are many who have no clear ideas 
either as regards the aim and object of the movement of rural 
reconstruction or the methods which should be followed to achieve 
success. In order to give some information to the student 
enthusiasts as to the ideology and methodology of rural reconstruc­
tion and an elementary knowledge about some of the subjects' 
appertaining to rural welfare, the Director of Rural Reconstruction, 
Bengal, has, with our permission, drawn up a simple scheme of 
a week's training for the students of the Calctttta University and 
Colleges before the summer vacation commences. 

We wish the scheme all success and hope it will find a ready 
appreciation from every student who is anxious for the well-being of 
the motherland. 
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OBITUARY 

In the death of Mr. C. F. Andrews, the Friend of the Poor, India 
loses a great scholar, a great missionaty, a great man. Mr. Andrews 
lived in Christ and loved India no less than the most patriotic of 
Indians. May his soul rest in peace and may we unceasingly honour 
t9.e memory of the saintly Andrews by unwaveringly honouring the lofty 
idealism which shone so sublimely through his life and actions ! 

All Bengal was profoundly shocked when Professor J. L. Banerjee 
met with the fatal accident last month. Professor Banerjee was one of 
our most brilliant ex-students. We must not anticipate or txy to add 
to the glorious tribute paid to his memoty by Dr. Srikumar Banerjee 
which is published in this number, but it is our sacred duty to cherish 
for evermore the memoxy of one who will ever remain a grand example 
and pattern to all aspiring students and teachers. 

In the death of Mr. R. C. Bonnerjee, the youngest son of the late 
Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee, First President of the Indian National Congress, 
Bengal loses one of her most cultured and distinguished sons. A 
consummate scholar in English and the classics, a reputed journalist, 
Mr. Bonnerjee was a well-known figure in the educational world, and 
the void caused by his death will be hard to fill,. Our intending compe­
titors for the All-India Service Examinations are specially lamenting the 
loss of their kindly and inspiring guide. 

We learn with deep regret of the death of Mr. Suryya Kumar 
Adhya, who, having graduated from our College with Honours in 
Economics, was getting himself ready to sit for the competitive examin­
ations. In him we have lost a youngman of high promise. He was 
a well-known figure in College sports and a contributor to the College 
Magazine. 

We also regret to record the death of Mr. Syed Ali Azam, a promis­
ing student of our First Year Science Class, whose passing away is 
deeply mourned by all his fellow-students and teachers. 

Our sincerest condolences to the bereaved families. 

* * * * * 

THE EDITOR'S THANKS 

The current issue brings the present Editor's period of office to a 
close. We take >this opportunity for expressing our thanks to all our 
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fellow-students who assisted us in the publication of the Magazine. We 
thank the Management of the Modern Art Press for their ungrudging 
co-operation. We shall be failing in our duty if we forget how we were 
guided at every step by the wise advice and suggestions, always offered 
readily and courteously, by Professor Hiran Kumar Banerji and Pro­
fessor Surendra Chandra Majumdar. 
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The Late Prof. J. L. Banerjee 
DR. SRIKUMAR BANERJEE, M.A., Ph.D. 

T HE death of Prof. Jitendralal Banerjee, in its tragic suddenness, 
has brought home to us with a fresh poignancy the world-old 

truth we are so apt to ignore-that in the midst of life we are in death. 
It is a staggering thought that a man in the fulness of health and energy 
and instinct with dynamic force should by the mere snapping of a thin 
thread be pushed headlong into the abyss, to emerge from it a mangled 
and unrecognisable corpse. Yet these are the terms on which we are 
permitted to hold our tenure of life. 

The bare facts of Jitendralal's life will not make a long catalogue 
and are swiftly recounted. He had a distinguished University career 
and followed the usual paths open to brilliant Indian graduates who 
disdained the shackles of Government Service. He joined the High 
Court bar and dallied with the profession of a lawyer. But strange as 
it may seem, a man of his incomparable eloquence and unrivalled 
intellectual powers did not find in law the vocation of his life. That 
vocation he discovered in the humdrum and uneventful life of a teacher. 
After a short preliminary experience in Government Service, he finally 
settled down as a Professor of English in the Ripon College, Calcutta. 
The influences with which he came into contact at Ripon College were 
the decisive forces to mould the whole of his future life. 

For Ripon College in the beginning of the present century was not 
exactly a sleepy seminary where routine lectures were droned out to 
stolid youth and life rippled forward in lazy, unadventurous waves along 
the sheltered backwaters of an academic existence. For at the centre 
of the institution, regulating its activities and stimulating its alumni 
was a man who was the veritable maker of Modern Bengal. The young 
Jitendralal soon fell under the spell of Surendranath Banerjee, the then 
'uncrowned king of the province. From him he imbibed his ardent 
patriotism and the burning eloquence which was its expression. He 
threw all the passionate energy of his nature into this new channel, and 
the tame occupation of teachership was transfigured for him by an 
accession of prophetic fervour. With characteristic impetuosity he flung 
himself into the nationalist movement that surged through Bengal, 
through the memorable years from r905 to r9r2. He established a rare 
ascendancy avec the youth of Bengal and evoked an enthusiastic 

2 
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response to his clarion-call for patriotic service. The soul of young 
Bengal hung upon his fiery eloquence and was moved to·unprecedented 
depths of emotion and heights of effort. The feelings and efforts thus 
whipped up did not effervesce and fizzle out, as is unfortunately too 
often the case: they had their abiding results, as the annulment of the 
Partition of Bengal, that unsettlement of a settled fact, bears witness . 

• 
In the meantime Jitendralal had {:.Ome to incur official disp\eaco,ur~G 

owing to his pronounced political activities. He was not considered a 
safe instructor for youth and his appointment at Ripon College was 
banned. For the next few years he had to fall back upon law. But 
that exacting mistress he followed with only a half-hearted and languid 
attention. It is said that he was too quick and fluent for the Judges 
of the High Court. He brought a flamboyant oratory and a torrential 
eloquence into a sphere which only admits of slow and leisurely 
rumination. Whatever the reasons may be, the fact remains that he 
and law did not pull on very well together. It is not a fact that he 
did not shine in the occasional briefs he took up, but the rigid 
procedure of the law-court did not provide enough elbow-room for his 
stormy and expansive intellect. During this period he began to supple­
ment his income with the writing of note-books which made him the 
most well-known figure to the student community of Bengal. 

All through these years politics continued to be his engrossing pre­
occupation: He chafed and sulked while the national movement was 
on the ebb. But the returning flood-tide ever found him on the alert, 
ready with his dynamic energy and stormy eloquence. He was one of 
the first to respond to the Non-Co-operation Movement initiated by 
Mahatma Gandhi. When volunteer organisations were proscribed by 
the orders of Government he at once took up the challenge by enlisting 
himself as a volunteer. The usual trial and conviction followed; but 
his memorable defence on the occasion struck an unforgettable note and 
bore testimony to his deep and abiding patriotism. 

When he came out of jail after having served out his two years' 
term of imprisonment, the country was on the eve of the second elections , 
under the Mont-Ford Scheme. It was too late for Jitendralal to contest 
the elections himself. But he threw himself with the passionate ardour 
of his nature and the halo of martyrdom fresh upon his head into the 
advocacy of the cause of the Congress candidate from his native district 
of Birbhum and got bim returned with a substantial majority. It was 
during this election campaign that he came into intimate and affec· 
tionate contact with the common people of his district and realised for 
himself how far they lived beyond the reach of the i&:icile idealism of 
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platform oratory. He did not indeed lose faith in his political convic­
tions, but recognised the supreme necessity of supplementing speeches 
on metropolitan platforms with constructive work among the masses. 
From on now his political outlook may be said to have received a new 
orientation. 

His prison experiences left an abiding result in other directions 
aloo. The enforced seclusion of the cell favoured quiet and deep self­
introspection. Contact with the thousands of his fellow-workers who 
had similarly courted imprisonment in the first flush of enthusiasm 
further clarified his ideas on the nature of the struggle that lay ahead 
and helped him to grip the problem in all its complexity. The fine, but 
hasty optimism of youth which makes light of the difficulties in the way 
and aspires to reach the goal at a single leap gave way to a more grave 
and reasoned survey of the situation. The youthful fires ceased to 
cackle and splutter and to throw out aspiring but fitful tongues of flame, 
as of old: they were now focussed into a steady and concentrated glow. 

It was at this period of his life that I was brought into personal 
contact with him which soon developed into an affectionate friendship. 
During this time his political creed was slowly changing its complexion. 
He talked more about the desirability of concentrating his efforts on 
work in his native district, which lagged far behind the more progressive 
districts of the Province. He evolved schemes as to how its crying 
needs could be met and a sense of unity fostered among the scattered 
units. He began to impress upon Government the necessity of taking 
steps to counteract the backwardness of Birbhum and threw out sugges­
tions about road and irrigation projects which have since taken a less 
nebulous shape, though far enough yet from concrete realisation. It 
was due to his efforts and those of another distinguished son of Birbhum 
-Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur-that the Birbhum San­
melani consisting of the people of Birbhum resident in Calcutta came 
to be formed-an institution which has done some useful work in stirring 
up the civic consciousness and humanitarian conscience of the district. 

About this time the next elections were approaching and Jitendralal 
' s.tood as a candidate from his home district. He was easily returned 
and at last found a fit forum for his unrivalled gifts of speech. For the 
seven years that he continued to be a member of the Bengal Legislature, 
he treated the Council to an eloquence of a richness and variety to which 
the present generation could remember no parallel. Members and 
visitors remained spell-bound till the last syllable of his utterance and 
woke up with a start when the music was over. And it was "?Y no 
means an one-stringed instrument that he handled. Humour, rrony, 
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sarcasm, thundering invective, app_eals to the tender emotions and cold, 
logical dialectics-every note was heard in that astonishing concert. 
Words flowed from his lips as from an inexhaustible fountain, and not a 
single one that was out of place or that struck a jarring note. The total 
impression was not one of a thin fluency and over-elaborated facility, 
but of a close-knit, compact structure, in which individual phrases and 
sentences lost themselves in a telling unity of effect. In him Birbhpm 
contributed the best debater and incomparably the finest orator to the 
Provincial Council. 

Midway during his term in the Council occurred his famous breach 
with the Congress party. The breach was over a question of Tenancy 
legislation. Jitendralal thought that the Congress party did not go far 
enough in its championship of the cause of the tenants. He denounced 
the compromise arrived at between the Congress party and the landlords 
as antagonistic to the interest of the tillers of the soil and refused to 
accept the Congress mandate in this respect. This incident throws into 
relief the independence and intense individualism of his character. 
Party loyalty involves some surrender of individual judgment, and it is 
quite natural that a man of st.rong and sincere views should chafe 
against the bondage. At the same t.ime discipline and allegiance are 
valuable assets not lightly to be squandered away. It is difficult to 
draw the line where obedience ends and self-assertion becomes a 
sacred duty. At any rate, Jitendralal felt that the occasion was 
important enough to justify a parting of the ways. On the wisdom 
<'f the step he took opinions will always differ. But if future develop- • 
ments afford any indication, it may be pointed out that the present 
policy of the Congress in the matter approximates more closely to the 
position which Jitendralal had taken up. The recantation of an indi­
vidual excites more comment than the recantation of a party, which is 
by its very nature more impersonal and impalpable. 

Jitendralal now got the one chance of his life for carrying into 
rractice his long cherished dreams of solid, constructive work for his 
home district. He was elected Chairman of the Birbhum District 
Board. During his term of office he got unique opportunities of sen,r-' 
ing the people of his district. Famine swooped upon the district for 
two years in succession and Jitendralal on his assumption of office was 
called upon to face a situation of appalling magnitude. This, to my 
mind, constitutes the most glorious episode of his life. He showed a 
wonderful power of organisation and a11 untiring capacity for work 
during this crisis. His powers of persuasion were turned to more fruit­
ful ends than from his seat of opposition in the Council. He extracted 

<; 
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large sums of money from Government for famine-relief work and set 
afoot a vast net-work of organisation throughout the district through 
which the urgent need of the moment was utilised for launching schemes 
of permanent utility. Many miles of road were constructed and im­
proved: countless tube-wells were sunk in dry areas ; and a fairly large 
number of tanks were re-excavated to provide both drinking water and 
irrigation facilities. I was brought into rather close contact with him 
through this period of strenuous activities and was filled with admiration 
at the herculean energy he displayed. Regardless of personal discomforts, 
he toured through the famine-stricken area, bringing messages of hope 
to the starving multitudes and receiving tumultuous welcome wherever 
he went. He was verily the saviour of his district and baulked famine 
of most of her expected victims. Not content with staving off starva­
tion he brought persistent pressure to bear on Government for liberal 
agricultural loans, and his vivid personality prevailed against the irritat­
ingly slow processes of red-tapeism. I have known him go through all 
the tedious, interminable processes that must intervene between a 
budgetary grant and the actual realisation of the money in the course 
of a single day, trudging up and down the stair-cases and corridors of 
the Writers' Buildings and the Accounts Offices till the last formalities 
were complied with and the final objections overruled, and return home 
at evening with a cheque for thirty thousand rupees in his pocket. He 
could not afford to let routine-bound officialism have its usual course, 
as hungry mouths were waiting to be fed. It may be asserted in sober 
truth that in these two years he did more for Birbhum than the whole 
lot of his predecessors in course of the last quarter of a century. 

The facts of his life have now been brought almost to the point at 
which the inexorable scissors cut through the close-spun web. It only 
remains to sum up general impressions and afford a few glimpses of his 
private life. In his personal relations Jitendralal radiated a charm 
which is difficult to describe. His friendship was not by any means 
gushing or effusive but the quiet welcome that shone through his eyes 
when a friend called evinced the warm sincerity of his feelings. There 
was no extremity to which he was not prepared to go to serve a friend 
in difficulty. He had always a tenderness in the core of his heart for 
any one in trouble and the number of claims upon his time and money 
that he admitted far exceeded the limits imposed by prudential calcula­
tions. In his family circle which he widened to the utmost bounds of 
elasticity he was the impersonation of love and sweet, tender forbear­
ance; and this circle he was ready to widen still further to receive aliens 
and strangers whom he treated just as if they were blood-relations. The 
number of poor students, whether from his own district or for the matter 
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of that, from any district in Bengal-for his charity exceeded all narrow, 
parochial bounds-whom he lodged and fed is legton. And his interest 
in his proteges did not cease with the close of their academic career but 
pursued them till they were set upon their feet. His whole domestic 
and economic arrangements were tuned up to a, pitch of improvident 
idealism and breathed a spirit of reckless generosity in which the thought 
of the morrow was not allowed to have its say. 

In sheer intellectual powers he had hardly hts match in the circle 
in which he moved. In discussions on current affairs-one of his 
favourite recreations in leisure hours-his intellect sparkled and 
scintillated. Sometimes out of mere perversity he took up indefensible, 
almost paradoxical positions, right against the abbost unanimous trend 
of public opinion ; and his championship of th~e forlorn causes was 
marked by a juggler-like dexterity and a blinding sword-play of the 
intellect which swept everything before it. Like :Prospero to Ariel, he 
set his intellect impossible tasks to perform a.nd -exacted implicit 
ooedTence. On every tfung tliat fte saicf or wrote there was the stamp 
of a fearless, original mind. Much of his intellectual labour had per­
force to be devoted to the writing of note-books, q_ species of composi­
tion which is held in deserved contempt in the at;ademic world. But 
·his genius redeemed even this dead matter and his originality shone 
through its stifling coils. Into this soul-killing business he threw a 
gusto, a relish of the noble things of literature, a smacking of the 
lips as after the tasting of sweets-that not seldon1 imparted a winged 
quality to these pedestrian exercises. All on a SU<lden in the midst of 
honest paraphrases and a patient marshalling of J)oints one is startled 
by a sudden note of defiance and challenge agai~st accepted views-the 
echo of a J ohnsonian growl against petty pretentiousness ; or a sudden 
perception of literary beauty quickens the pulse o~ the style and adds 
a glow to its somewhat pallid and featureless countenance. His intro­
ductions are masterpieces in their way and some of his school text-books 
classic examples of what such compositions ought to be. As one reads 
through them, one is made to feel a sense of tragic waste as of a 
Pegasus made to do the work of a cart-horse. But his is not an isolated, 
though perhaps it is the most pronounced, exall{ple of futility-Our 
whole educational system being full of such anoma]ies. 

I have already referred to the personal magnetism which Jitendralal 
knew so well how to exercise. The strength of thi; magnetism can be 
better appreciated when it is realised that he had no plentiful equip­
ment of that sovereign and canonical virtue of the modern democratic 
and-may I add-somewhat hypocritical age,-the quality of tactful-
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ness. Possessed of a quick, impulsive temper and of a gift of expression 
curbed by no habitual self-restraint he did not always weigh his words 
before using them. His bluff honesty and simple candour could not 
commend themselves to the careful picking of phrases '' which are 
willing to wound, yet afraid to strike.'' The masculine directness of his 
hits provided a stimulating contrast to the sentimental caterwauling of 
modem political controversy. Hence it sometimes happened that his 
utterances hurt and rankled and even provoked strong resentments. 
But never were amends made in an ampler and more generous manner 
when Jitendralal felt himself in the wrong. Words uttered in the heat 
of controversy left in him no trail of bitterness and there was really 
something magnanimous in the way in which he made it up. A striking 
illustration of this trait in his character was given in the very evening 
of his life when he made his peace with the Congress and returned to 
the fold. There were some who smelt an air of opportunism in the 
move: but those who knew the man and his innate frankness and 
generosity had no doubt that it came from the heart. The effect was 
magical" and instantaneous. He won over almost the entire Congress 
organisation of the district which had made a dead set against him in 
the last Assembly elections. And not merely the rank and file, the 
Congress leaders of the Province were similarly captivated and eagerly 
grasped the hand of fellowship that he stretched out to them across the 
gulf of temporary alienation. The past, like a misty pageant at sun­
rise, was completely wiped out. This episode of reconciliation, in fact, 

' does equal honour to both the parties in the transaction, showing how a 
returning comrade should be clasped straight to the heart-no questions 
asked and no bargains struck. 

Such was Jitendralal with all his strength and weakness, an 
eminently lovable personality, alive to his finger-tips and radiating 
energy and enthusiasm at every pore. We are so anxious to weigh 
men in the scale of our moral judgment and pronounce them good or 
bad, that we cease to enquire how far they retain the vital spark of 

, life itself without which they are but walking automatons case-bound 
in custom. Jitendralal had in him his full share of the primeval 
Promethean fire, which in so many of us bums dim and low, all but 
extinguished in the cinderheaps of routine-bound convention. Gloriously 
adventurous in his temper, he scorned to hug the safety of the coast ; 
the bark of his life • was freely to the tempest given ' ; and if it suff~red 
an occasional set-back, lesser men who never venture out of the stra1ght 
and beaten track have no right to lift accusing fingers at him. Possessed 
of an unregulatech almost volcanic energy there is something of melan-
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choly appropriateness in the kind of death that came to him. It was 
a sudden blast from a clear sky that snuffed out the fierce flame which 
would brook no slower process of extinction. 

Such was the man whose passing away has been universally felt as 
a national calamity. Well may his sorrowing fellow-countrymen ask 
themselves in their stunning sense of loss-"when comes such another"? • 



The Marxisc ·--Tileory of V aluc 
M:omsiri M()nA.N SJiN-Fifth YeiW Economics. 

I 

T ~E - ~ont~xt . of the Econ_?mic .Th~ty of Marx i$ familiar enough. 
_ Its ma.19- purpose, . a.S I see 1t, 1s · to expose. the germs of _decay 

which are inherent in the capitalist system and hence by a causal 
analysis to add one qtOl'elirtk to the chain of the materialist interpreta~ 
tiPn of history. It is. not my business here to probe into either his 
philosophy ·or his sociological doctrines ; I -propose only to question a 
plirt of his , economics:' It· .haS been repeatedly asserted by Marxists 
that the thr~e. form· a unified whole and to take them apart would be a 
'Q.~trayal of M~' thought.. I would not question this if the pui'pose is 
-tel <analyse· the dynamics o£ s.Ocial development ; for there the logic leads 
to Sociology, and · this taken with the economics makes for the scientific 
·forecast; 

It is not my purpose to examine the principles of social change, so 
it is probably not · unjustifiable to examine the Marxist Theory of value 
as · something integral by itself. 

II 

Value, primarily, is differentiated into value in use and value in 
exchange• - Tlre first is embodied in the substance of an article, while 
the se9)rul is _a unique function of the amount of socially necessary 
Iabour~time involved in the ~cle. - The_ latter is derived clearly by 
Marx as- follows •. 

Value in exchange- of one commodity in relation to others is uniform 
for _all samples --of that commodity -· and as- -this holds good . of all classes 
'of goods, it follows · tha.t there must be something behind exchange value 
"¥>II1ethfug of which. the latter is a mode of expression." This Marx 
ful.ds in· the . one fundamental element in all commodities, namely that 
they are all e:qtbQdim~nf$ of humaq labour. He derives this by making 
abstractio!lS of·alJ. ~nO:ete· qualities of specific articles. . In short, it is 
IlQt " anf ioriger the prOduct gt a carpenter or a stone mason or a 
SpfuneF- or of #}Y. o~er . ddinit~ - productive worker; It is, oQ the con• 
ttaij. bel1~efotili, illerely the product of >human labour PeJ< se, a~ 

i 
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human labour, i.e., a product of the expenditure of human labour 
considered independently of the shape assumed by such expenditure." 

As unit of such abstract human labour Marx takes the homogeneous 
labour unit (i.e., irrespective of personal lapses or irregularities) applied 
over a known period of hours or days. Labour-time is therefore the 
fundamental unit of exchange value. A certain commodity whi<th 
embodies a greater amount of labour-time will have an exchange value 
greater than that of another article which embodies less. Marx is 
careful to explain how the exchange value of a commodity will alter as 
the instruments of production change. Thus machinery which increases 
efficiency, in terms of labour-time, ten times, will lower the exchange 
value of commodities to one-tenth the former value. 

It is important, in the next place, to know how the Marxists explain 
the translation of the labour-time schematism into money prices. Marx 
recognized the necessity of money as a medium of exchange. It aids 
in the circulation of commodities and plays a dominant part in reaching 
them to the final consumers. By itself, in accordance with its very 
nature, money is always in circulation. From such a standpoint it is 
easy for Marx to derive the quantity formula in almost the Fisherian 
form, namely as follows:-

Quantity of Money serving as circulating medium 

Sum of commodity prices 

- number of moves by coins of the same denomination. 

But this equation is not meant to give us an expression for the 
value of money. For that we have to go back to the labour-time 
involved in the production of the money commodity. Thus Marx 
writes, '' Money like every other commodity cannot express the magni­
tude of its value except relatively in other commodities. This value is 
determined by the labour-time required for production and is expressed 
by the quantity of any other commodity that costs the same amount 
of labour-time." Nothing more needs be said, for this explains the 
fundamental Marxist outlook. 

The quantity equation is only meant to give us an idea of the 
amount of money which must be in circulation. The causation accord­
ing to Marx is quite unilateral, for in his opinion prices are not depend­
ent on the Quantity of Money. In sum, the whole theory of price 
seems to come down to the fundamental basis of labour-time again. 
Money commodity has a value given by the labour-time involved 
en production. An ordinary commodity also has a va:~ue imparted to 
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it by labour-time involved in production. The ratio of the two labour­
time quanta gives us the price of that commodity in relation to money. 

III 

It is difficult not to see how much Marx was indebted to Ricardo 
for at least this part of his economic theory. The whole schematism of 
a cost theory of value, as well as, the idea of a labour-time determinant 
has a Ricardian flavour. The idea behind a labour determinant was a 
hunt after a measure of value which is not itself a value. In the third 
volume of his Das Kapital, Marx wrote to the effect that to explain 
prices simply with reference to their cost of production (presumably the 
money cost of production) was bound to result in failure. For wages 
being an element in the manufacturers' cost of production, the total cost 
of production and consequently, the price of the article would vary 
with it. Wages again are advanced by the capitalists in the ultimate 
form of commodities and the price of these commodities is determined 
by their cost of production among which we again :find the element of 
wages. According to this theory, therefore, Marx points out wages are 
determined by the rate of wages which is no conclusion at all. 

This is really the starting point of Marx's excursion into the labour 
theory of value. It will be noticed that although the idea was borrowed 
from Ricardo, it was developed to a much greater length. The latter 
had recognized, as Marshall recalls, that such a labour theory could be 

' completely explanatory in a primitive economy and that it grew pro­
gressively less and less useful as methods of production grew more 
complicated. Not only this, for Ricardo progressed further and 
probably foreshadowed the importance of utility analysis in certain parts 
of his works. 

Marx neglected this point of caution in his universal application of 
the Labour Theory, but he could not obviously disregard the capitalist 
system of production. The way out was through the assumption of an 
organic composition of capital, that is to say, the simplifying assump-

, tion of a constant ratio between labour and capital everywhere. This is 
again the basis of Marx's classification of capital into the two categories, 
variable and fixed. The latter, he said, serves as the upkeep of the 
labouring classes in the way of wage advancement or direct subsistence. 
The former begets surplus value, i.e., the excess above what is paid in 
wages and is retained by the capitalist. At the cost of a digression 
even, one cannot resist remarking that since variable capital begets 
surplus value, it should be to the interest of the capitalists to increase its 
volume in relati<hl. to fixed capital which yields no surplus. This con-
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elusion is directly opposed to modem industrial experience and surely 
shows that there is something wrong in the hypothesis. 

To return to the problem of value, the first point of criticism lies 
in the fact that an organic composition of capital does not in fact exist. 
The ratio of labour-time to capital varies from industry to industry 
and from country to country. It is not the same in the jute mills and 
the iron works; neither is it identical in India and the U. S. A. 'A 
recognition of this, as a matter of fact, has resulted in a reorientation of 
the Ricardian theory of International Trade. In the face of this, it is 
hardly commendable to adopt it in the theory of Domestic Values. 

In the second place, Marx makes a complete abstraction of utility 
as a factor in determining value. A table, for instance, possesses value 
not because it is a table, but because it has a certain amount of labour­
time involved in it. As an element in a theory of value, utility was 
scientifically recognized practically simultaneously by Jevons and 
Menger. Their theory was elegant and had the advantage -Of being 
applicable irrespective of a discrepancy in the organic composition of 
capital. To be sure, it was not perfect. An individual's expression of 
utility was too dependent on his income position and moreover, the 
correspondence between desire and utility could always be questioned 
(for one could never be quite certain of getting what one wanted). But 
these faults do deserve that scathing criticism which has often been 
levelled against them. Inequality of incomes detracts from the 
influence of the utility theory conceived in the ideal sense ; it has little 
to do with the mathematical interpretation of it, since we can place it in 
a functional relation with both the quantity of the commodity in 
question and the amount of a person's income. Correspondence 
between desire and satisfaction, also seems to be largely secured in the 
case of a vast number of ordinary commodities (unless, of course, we 
are too unimaginative). 

In sum, there seems to be little reason for rejecting the notion of 
utility in toto. Evidently we must supplement it but this gives us no 
excuse for vaporizing it into an abstraction as Marx has done. It is a , 
category which admits of variable intensity and what is more, thiS 
variation exercises a definite influence on value. 

Further, the circular reasoning which Marx found in the bare cost 
of production theory of value disappears as soon as we bring in this 
notion of utility. For as the marginal productivity theory shows, at 
the point of exchange between the seller and the final buyer the earnings 
of the factors of production are determined all at the same time. This 
point of vie~, again, is probably more representative Since it takes into 
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account all the factors of production even those inv<>lving time, which 
the Marxist Theory neglects. 

But probably where the Labour Theory of Value led Marx most 
astray was the point regarding the question of the value of money. In 
spite of forming a quantity equation he failed to see that the price level 
corresponded to the reciprocal of the value of money. This led him 
to an erroneous application of the Labour Theory. In itself such a 
theory can give plausible results in the special case of a specie currency, 
for the price level constitutes in a sense a demand for the money 
commodity and in equilimrium is at par with its <:ost of production. 
But under a paper standard it cannot but lead to nonsensical results. 
There cannot be any correspondence between the labour involved in 
printing a ten-rupee note and the labour embodied in the goods we may 
buy with it. The much maligned supply and demand explanation 
must be brought in to explain the value of money. 

At different points of my essay, therefore, I have tried to show 
that the Marxist Theory of Value is both an unneces~;ary and an inade­
quate description of the exchange mechanism under capitalism. More­
over if interpreted too rigorously it is bound to lead to rather palpable 
errors of conclusion. It must also be remembered that the doctrine of 
surplus value, more important for revolutionary purposes, rests largely 
on this theory of value. As regards how that doctrine will be affected, 
it is impossible to trace here except at great length. We can only 
remark here except at great length. biaa oKondnu.Btscvlt hcmfw mvm 
remark here in the spirit of Aesop, "Look before you leap." 



The English ~ovel.of To~ay 
SUBRATA BANERJEE-Fijth Year English. 

M ODERN literature means different things to different people. 
Some would apply the term to post-war literature only; others 

would include the Georgians as well ; while in this essay we shall include 
the Edwardians too. Thus we have a pretty large area to cover. But 
we must remember that a strict division is not possible. We cannot 
say that the modern English novel started with the accession of 
Edward VII. The process probably started towards the close of Queen 
Victoria's reign. Again, Victorian traditions persisted even in King 
Edward's reign. We must bear all this in mind when we study the 
tendencies of the English novel of to-day. 

We all know that material conditions mould the history of an age. 
This is equally true of literature, and more so of the novel. The 
environments-physical, intellectual and ;;esthetic-Of the writer condi· 
tion his literary productions. It will ·thus be necessary to study the 
material conditions of our period, before we can take up the subject 
proper. 

The Victorian age has brought wonderful changes to England. 
The Industrial Revolution is one of the most important movements in 
the history of the world. Consequently, it has influenced every aspect 
of modern life and literature. The growth of machinery and the gradual 
mechanisation of life have had their effects on the novelists. Born in 
the machine-made world a man looks at things with standardised eyes, 
and o' the difference to his productions! As an indirect result of the 
Industrial Revolution came the rise of imperialism and the Great War. 
The War had disastrous effects on the economic life of the modern man, 
and economics is the basis of society to-day. The increase of know· 
ledge, as a result of the scientific discoveries, has thrown open a world· 
of ideas to the modern man. There has followed a widening of the 
outlook and a depth of vision, with the introduction of free primary 
education. 

Nurtured amidst a science vibrating with life, the modern man has 
learned to look at life scientifically. He has cultivated a method of 
scientific or controlled observation in the discovery and interpretation of 
facts. An attack was already being made towards the close of the 
Victorian age on theological and ecclesiastical orthodoxy. The break· 
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up became rapid among the Edwardians. Add to it the disillusionment 
that came after the War. There has been a great upheaval and the 
bases of morality in business, in society or in politics have undergone a 
wonderful change. 

The war that was to end war disorganised society and left minds 
unbalanced. The war-torn youth did not tak~ long time to realise 
the blankness of life. Those few years behind the trenches had been 
fruitfully spent by the young minds. Their idealism vanished. There 
was widespread discontent and disaffection with any restrictions. In 
literature there grew a tendency towards experiments, towards breaking 
new ground. 

These environments have affected different minds in different ways. 
The great.conservatives, like Belloc or Chesterton, are as modern as 
the liberal Bertrand Russel or Havelock Ellis, and the most radical 
Shaw and Lawrence. Chesterton vigorously defended the status quo. 
He was anti-scientific, anti-pessimistic, and anti-socialistic. His con­
servatism, faced with the changing structure in society, took refuge in 
paradoxes. The liberals, like Russel, want us to take a critical view of 
things. Shaw, on the other hand, lashes unsparingly every social and 
moral prejudice of to-day. 

It is a new epoch we have to deal with and the pervasive sense of 
this epoch is in the work of every serious artist or social chronicler of 
the times: The stories and situations are old, but the influence and 
modification of a new grouping of moral and mental criteria create a 

, new spirit and a new outlook. 

The Victorians are vigorously attacked. Their self-complacency 
seems disgusting to the modern votaries of speed and progress. The 
Victorian novels shared the self-confidence of the age. They had a 
certain established code of a moral and social order. They praised this 
code in such a vigorous manner that it seemed that they believed, in all 
sincerity, that it embodied the ultimate truth. It was an age of pros­
perity and the prosperity went to the heads of the people. They 
regarded the inhabitants of the rest of Europe as inferior and somewhat 
I"idiculous. The novels moved with the times. The servants were 
painted either as pathetic or comic; the wealthy bourgeoisie were almost 
always vulgar; and sexual morals were judged by a rigid and unswerv­
ing code. Jane Eyre suffered under frustrated love, until Rochester's 
lunatic wife was safely burnt to cinders. 

The Victorian age in literature was the age of poetic justic. In the 
novels good is suitably rewarded and evil suitably punished. Steerforth 
died in a storm and paid the penalty for his crimes. A Victorian hero • 
could never be dis2nissed to a life and death like Lord Jim's. 
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The novels of to-day are completely realistic in tone. This is 
possible because of the exploitation by the writers of the outer and inner 
manifestations of modern life. The Edwardians, as represented by 
Wells or Galsworthy, are busy with a world scientifically recreated. In 
the reign of George V we move another step forward. D. H. Lawrence, 
Virginia Woolf, and James Joyce are engrossed in the psychological 
richness of the modern mind. The modem writer is an agnostic rather 
than a pessimist. His standpoint rests more on doubt than on a con· 
viction of evil triumphant. 

Moral values have everywhere shifted. The revolt against the 
Victorian bourgeois is best seen in the new treatment of sex-relationship. 
The revolt first started with the Grand Old Man of the closing years of 
the Victorian age, Thomas Hardy. He may be called the nrst of the 
modems. Tess and Jude the Obscure are epoch-making novels. Now, 
this new outlook is seen in writers like Somerset Mangham, Wells, or 
Gilbert Cannan. Richard Aldington's Death of a Hero is depressingly 
full of an analysis of the bourgeois code of morals and a bitter attack 
upon it. Now, life refuses to make any definite statements. It remains 
infinitely formidable and perverse, "an implacable and impenetrable 
force without any apparent symmetry or design." This atmosphere is 
everywhere apparent in Conrad. It accounts for the peculiar ironic 
complexity of his works. 

Aldous Huxley correctly describes the real attitude of the modern 
man towards the world. He wonders what can be that " enormous • 
secret symbol " of some " formidable reality " with which " this 
beautiful, terrible, and mysterious world " is pregnant. This attitude, 
which Elizabeth Drew calls, the " Exploratory Spirit " is ever present 
among the literary thinkers of the day. "Man is a thought adventure," 
but an adventure without any conclusion or finality. Accordingly there 
is some amount of hesitation and uncertainty as regards the spiritual 
outlook ; but this is accompanied by a relentless frankness towards 
actualities. 

The happy convictions of a beneficent cosmic order of the Victo~n· 
age have completely disappeared. To-day the most unhappy convic· 
tion of the cosmic disorder is apparent to every eye. The modem youth 
has realised the falsity and futility of accepted standards. Accordingly 
he stands up to face everything out and break the old forms. Thus a 
brutal candour is noticeable in the unmasking of the individual counter­
feit human beings. The exposure of the shallow thinking and feeling 
behind the conventional attitudes towards collective human problems is 
equally brutal and merciless. 
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We are learning to face facts. The novels of to-day help us in 
doing so. " Society must realise that war is not glorious or noble, but 
filthy and futile; that imperialism produces bigotry and greed; that 
parents and children must always disagree; that men get tired of their 
wives, and wives of their husbands ; that the unmarried girl is not 
necessarily chaste ; that the Church is as insincere as the laity ; and that 
politics, and business, and education, and finance, and the press, are all 
corrupt, and ruled first and foremost by self-interest." This is what 
the novel of to-day has to say to us. 

This revolt is gradually becoming standardised and mechanical 
like the civilisation it represents. The mechanical conventions of the 
Victorian age seem to be replaced by an equally mechanical unconven­
tion. Tije agnostic spirit encourages unabashed speculation towards all 
individual problems. 

To the modem novelist "sex" has a new connotation. It comprises 
the whole subject of the relationship existing between man and woman, 
and its relevancy to society in general. This stage of open discussion 
has only been reached after a sort of literary Thirty Years' War, 
beginning in the famous nineties. It has been a great victory over the 
Victorian prudery, which draped piano legs because they were indecent, 
and called trousers "indispensables." The reaction to-day is against 
the romantic glorification of women by Scott. In the next stage with 
the coming of Zola and Ibsen, a new type of realism came into being. 
Their influence reached England. In the nineties, under the influence 
of Meredith, the new forces of realism came to blows with the old 
romantic prudery. The new spirit has definitely come to stay. Hardy's 
Tess and Jude the Obscure are the first milestones. Henceforth the story 
of modem fiction is a record of a more and more searching analysis of the 
truths and mysteries that lurk in the intimate relationships of men and 
women .. This is seen in the gradual development of the attitude into 
the scientific examinations of Shaw, and the cynicism of Huxley. 

Victorian repressions and reticenses kept back from the youth of 
England most of the platitudes of existence long recognised on the 
eontinent. That married men have mistresses; that sexual abnormalities 
are common ; that the women are the pursuers and the men the pursued, 
have all been discoveries for the young people of to-day. A reaction 
has naturally followed. A regular battle is being waged against the 
delusions of the romantic conventions, and there is an attraction towards 
Bohemianism. Galsworthy lavished the tenderest sympathy on faith­
less wives, who sacrificed duty to loye ; Lawrence showed sex to ~e a 
devouring mania in the life of Lady Chatterly. Huxley, even m a 

J 
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recent book Eyeless in Gaza, which seems to mark a definite change in 
his outlook, bitterly accepts sex as the supreme interest in almost aU 
human creatures. 

Elizabeth Drew rightly thinks that this obsession is influenced by 
the Freudian science of psycho-analysis. Sex is at the basis of every 
activity of the mind or body. Though this obsession influences the 
works of the greatest literary artists of the age, it has not had an evil 
effect. The greatest appeal of the novel of to-day is the illustrations 
it gives of the mysteries of the human heart, of the thought adventures 
of man. Sex is an essential part of the life of every normal man or 
woman. Naturally every normal human being finds absorbing interest 
in the infinite aspects and subtleties of its various influences. 

There has been an immense widening of the views of th6 realities 
of human relationships. The intricacies of the subtle problems woven 
about the nature of men and women are better understood. Indi­
vidual experiences and observations are patiently and sincerely re­
presented. Finally, the modern man can recognise the strong grip on 
him of the deepest human instincts. Naturally his heart goes out! in 
a passionate sympathy towards the struggles and frustrations and 
blunders of his fellowmen. 

The next aspect of the novel of to-day is the growth of a new 
psychology. The Georgians were indifferent to plot ; their successors 
have abandoned consistency as a principle of characterisation. The 
first and foremost characteristic of the novel of to-day is the attempt 
to " render life." It does not tell us what happens to a hero or 
heroine, but how life appears to them for a season. The novel of 
to-day is egocentric. This is an aspect of the romantic spirit. 
Romanticism still persists. It has been intellectualised, but its central 
core remains untouched. Self-consciousness is exploited for literary 
ends. The study of the unconscious reveals a wealth of psychological 
material for the modern writer to exploit with advantage. This is best 
utilised by Conrad. ·He combines in his works the romantic narrative 
with the inward excitement of a psychological story. He seems to. 
have brought to its logical conclusions the spirit of Hardy. Indeed, 
as Priestly puts it, Conrad is the greatest romantic artist in modem 
fiction. The younger novelists of the stream-of-consciousness-school, 
on the other hand, describe the endless flow of thoughts and images, 
that shift and change, go back to the past and look forward to the 
future,-a welter of thoughts, longings, recollections, etc., brought 
together by a sort of association. 

James Joyce is trying to reveal the possibilities o! the nartative to 
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elucidate human consciousness. He regards the constant presence of 
the stozy-teller a great drawback. As Harold Nicolson observes, Joyce 
regards great art as a mirror reflecting life. The creative artist can 
have no other purpose in mind than that of an accurate reflection. 
The moment a message is introduced it becomes improper. "The 
artist," says Joyce, "remains within or behind or beyond or above 
his handiwork, invisible, refined out of existence, indifferent, paring 
his finger nails.'' This view carried to its logical extreme, coupled 
with his new technique in style, which abandons the inferential for the 
suggestive, accounts for his obscurity. 

Incidentally, as Nicolson points out, Joyce has, like a typical 
modem, <Violently reacted against his earlier education. The discipline 
and convention of a Jesuit school has imbued him with a sense of the 
original sin. His books as a reaction are full of obscene expressions, 
which are rather the result of repression. " It is a symptom not of 
moral levity or superficiality, but of profound moral preoccupation or 
profound ethical seriousness.'' The literary atmosphere of his later 
boyhood was that of Yeats and Synge-a highly romantic atmosphere. 
Joyce has violently reached against this too. He has made the muse of 
Irish romance grovel in the mud of the sordid Dublin streets of rgo4. 

It is a truism to say that disillusionment and exasperation are the 
keynote of the modern novel. This disillusionment, though often ex­
pressed seriously, sometimes takes the form of irony and wit. Now, what 

' is the nature of this disillusionment? Everywhere the youth of to-day is 
torturing himself about his own and other people's futility. He finds to 
his utter despair and dismay that the efforts of his life cannot be 
measured with the results. The world is a place full of pain, disease, 
sorrow, and evil ; society is based on motives of profit, the exploiter and 
the exploited. The modern youth is beset with a disgust at this paltri­
ness, this stupidity, this vulgarity, and the meanness of capitalist society. 

The youth of to-day obeys the dictum " look into thy heart and 
, write." He believes in facing bodily the hidden thoughts and secret 

sins which make up the life of man. This has given rise to the auto~ 
biographical novel, which is often a vehicle for raw egotism. This 
egotism may be responsible for the experimentations in style. James 
Joyce and Virginia Woolf are bewildering; while Lawrence, in ~o~ 
and Lovers breaks out at places into swallow flights of song. His lS 

an exquisite prose. Experimentation in style is common among the 
Edwardians too. Galsworthy and Conrad, both great masters of prose 
style, fell a victim to this craze. Under Huxley to-day we find the 
sa.criUce of form 

1 
and style to thought. 
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Feminine fiction has its special trend. The eternal feminine likes 
" to be rooted and grounded in life, like a tree." This truth is illus­
trated over and over again in the novels written by women. They 
make an emotional matter of their problems. The feminine mind is 
trying to harmonise its existence through its personal surroundings. 
This is nothing like the male attitude. He feels the supreme necessity 
of a harmony between the individual unconquerable soul and a con· 
ception of the universe. He also tries to follow the individual instinct 
and stubbornly feels that he must have to do with it, regardless of 
social or human considerations. This is an extreme phase of indi­
vidualism, leading to the break-up of the old forms of society. 

Finally, in dealing with the novel of to-day, one has to l]Otice the 
new art of description. The colour and atmosphere of the English 
countryside are exquisitely described, especially by the women authors. 
It is not merely the keenness of observation and the delicacy of 
description that strikes us. Nor is it the statement of the elem.:ntal 
truths about the immutable earth or the essential reality of t.he peasant 
life that is interesting and wonderful. These things are felt with a 
divine passion that fuses the character and background indissolubly. 
Even the story cannot be thought apart from the setting. This 
technique rises to epic heights in John Cowper l?owys' Wolf So'tent. 
It is such a setting that indissolubly links up Tess or Bathsheba with 
Wessex. E. M. Forster has grasped this truth very well. His choice 
of scenery, as everyone who reads A Passage to India, must feel, is more 
spiritual than physical. One has only to think of the cave-incident, and 
the description of the city of Chandrapore and the Malabar Caves. 

In conclusion it would be interesting to note how these tendencies 
have influenced some of the outstanding novelists of to-day. H. G. 
Wells is the most Victorian of the Edwardians. His Victorian attitude 
is seen in the persistence of social-consciousness. He has a passion for 
social reforms. He takes pleasure in analysing the woes of the world 
and in evolving remedies for them. He has also a prophetic vision. 
He is, however, quite modem in his opposition to the public-school­
jingoism, and the traditional gentlemanly education and mentality. 
His is the temperament of a romantic idealist plus the training and 
interest of a scientist. He has, naturally, a strong faith in science, and 
believes in the dynamic conception of society. His attack on the 
Victarian domestic ideals in Tono Bungay is as vigorous as that of any 
extreme modernist. 

John Gals worthy has something of the social consciousness of 
Wells. This is, however, counterbalance by his utter lack of self­
rlshteousness. He is not a dispassionate writer. lie cannot merely 
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hold up the mirror to life. He takes sides. The characters in his 
novels are ranged on two sides, some in the dock and others accusing 
them. He loves rebels and admires Bohemian life. In Forsyte Saga 
the reader naturally feels pity for Soames Forsyte, but his sympathies 
are entirely with Irene and young Jolyon, Jon and Fleur. The author 
intends this effect. Galsworthy is a fastidious _ artist. His greatest 
characters are not presented as one whole to us. He gives us a cinemato­
graphic representation, just as we get it in life. Soames Forsyte, the 
noblest example of an author's power of balancing good and evil in a 
human character, could only have been created by John Galsworthy. 

Arnold Bennet, the creator of the Five Towns stories, has brought 
to perfeotion the French mode of objective realism. He has that 
detached point of view which Joyce praises so much. In his works one 
notices a deliberate simplicity, and unity in action and background. 

E. M. Forster may be called the first of the strictly modern school. 
He always aims at some inner and essential reality. Aldous Huxley, 
on the other hand, is primarily concerned with pointing out the values 
formed by his contemporaries. His excessive preoccupation with ideas 
makes his characters merely mouthpieces of an attitude. The reaction 
against the Victorian prudery, which Huxley describes so well, is 
carried to its logical extremity by a greater artist, D. H. Lawrence. 
He is an extremist. He questions the major values of to-day and 
repudiates them. His extraordinary insight into the complex emo-

' tiona! relationships of human beings is well exhibited in his Sons and 
Lovers. This book, a great example of the novel of ideas, is his classic. 
The problems are dealt with convincingly and in an exquisite prose. 

This is an age of extreme individualif$m. Thus individual authors 
react each in his own way to the tendencies of the age. The modern 
youth is out to take up this rotten world in his strong young arms and 
infuse into it a new life. He will physic its ills. The traditions and 
conventions of the past are regarded by him as a hindrance to indi­
vidual self-expression. It is difficult to point out certain accepted 

, doctrines of to-day. Everything is still in a mess. It is a period of 
experiment and antithesis. We are passing through a struggle between 
the old and the new, and " wandering between two worlds, one dead, 
the other powerless to be born." Many are the currents and cross­
currents of thought that are reflected in the novels of to-day. The world 
of to-day is like Claude Haughton's novel Chaos is Come Again. It 
is difficult to find a way out of this maze of doubts and faiths. But the 
new forces of disruption have come to stay; that is definite I 



Rise of Absolute Monarchy• 
ARUN CHANDRA BANERJEE-Third Year Histqry. 

I N these days of conflict between Democracy and Dictatorship in the 
national as well as international spheres, it is interesting to note 

that Absolutism of the monarchical type was no.t unknown to the 
andents. Aristotle refers to a common phenomenon in the early stage 
of the evolution of the Greek city states-the rise of the irregular, law· 
less and violent Tyrannis. Tyranny, in the Greek sense, 'does not 
necessarily connote oppression and cruelty ; it indicates unlawful des­
potism, even of the benevolent type. Tyrants were usually demagogues 
who profited by the popular movements against early oligarchy, or 
leaders of mercenaries. That they did not invariably prove 'tyrants' 
in the modern sense is amply shown by the histozy of the Pisistratids 
of Athens, with whom we associate many benevolent popular measures 
and the advancement of learning. Yet Tyrannis did not endure in 
Greece, for it shocked the Greek conception of liberty and rested on 
violence and terror. Under the Roman Republic, the parallel of Greek 
tyrants we find in Roman Dictatorship. While the former was a 
disturbance of normal political evolution in the interest of an individual, 
the latter was a recognised constitutional device to deal with emergencies. 
Absolute powers were conferred upon the Dictator for the safety of the 
State; the powers of subordinate magistrates were, for a definite period, 
concentrated in his hands. There were certain con!;ititutional safeguards 
which made it difficult for the Dictator to misuse the enormous powers 
temporarily entrusted to him. Although there were no constitutional 
checks on his powers during his period of office, yet he might be 
impeached on its termination. As a result, the Republic was not 
threatened in its infancy by the ambition of Dictators 'who were not 
infrequently appointed to pilot it through serious emergencies. It was 
destroyed by dictators like Sulla and Cresar, who derived their authority 
from military strength, not from popular will as embodied in the consti­
tution. The real transition to Absolute Monarchy occurred after the 
establishment of the Empire. As Sidgwick observes, " ... in the strong 
hands of Diocletian and Constantine, the Empire stands forth a palp­
able and unqnalified depotism." 

*Read in the Historil;al S~minar~ 
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It is· interesting to note numerous traces of Roman ideas which 
influenced the conception of Monarchy in India in what is commonly 
known as. the Scythian period. Dr. H. C. Roychoudhury has esta~ 
blished a link between Roman Imperialism and the glorification of 
Monarchy in post-Maurya India. Although a great emperor like Asoka 
was content with the simple title of "Raja:• yet the provincial rulers 
of the Scythian age assumed more dignified titles, such as, Chakravartin 
(emperor of a circle of states)! Adhiraja (supt->r~king), Rajatiraja 
(supreme king of kings) etc. Although the exaltation of royalty had 
the sanction of certain writers on kingly duty (Riijadharma) who re­
presented the king as a "Mahatidevata," a great divinity, in human 
shape, yet it was probably due in the first instance to the Scythiaifs 
who acte1 as carriers of Persian, Chinese and Roman ideas of kingship. 
" ... one at least of the Indo-Scythian sovereigns (Kanishka of the .&a 
Inscription)," says Dr. Roychoudhury, "assumed the Roman title 
Kaisar, and the dedication of temples in honour of emperors on the 
banks of the Tiber may have had~omething to do with the practice of 
erecting Devakulas on the banks of the Jumna." 

The survival of Roman Imperial ideas and institutions was not a 
negligible factor in the formation of the states of Western Europe 
which gradually grew into national unity through the long period of 
dissolution and reconstruction which we call the Middle Ages. The 
transition from the ancient to the medieval period of European polity 
was accelerated, as is well-known, by barbarian invasions, which obliter-

' ated from the face of Europe the existence of the Western Empire at 
least for four centuries, until Charlemagne revived it at the close of the 
eighth century. But we have to remember that, although the Roman 
Empire was no more, the breach with the past was in no way complete. 
The impression which the elaborate machinery of government and 
mature civilisation of the Romans made upon the minds of the Northern 
invaders must have been great. Its regular organisation supplied what 
they most needed and could least construct for themselves, and hence it 
was that the greatest among them were the most desirous to preserve 

, it. "Except Attila the Hun," says Bryce, "there is among these 
terrible hosts no destroyer; the wish of each leader is to maintain the 
existing order, to spare life, to respect every work of skill and labour, 
above all, to perpetuate the methods of Roman administration and rule 
the people as the deputy or successor of their Emperor." 

The head of the Holy Roman Empire, which used the name and 
partly claimed the authority of the extinguished Roman Empire, could 
never, as a matter of fact, exercise powers formerly wielded by 
Diocletian and C9nstantine. He was, in theory, the ruler of the world. 
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In Christendom there was, in theory, no national, independent state 
Hungary, Poland, Denmark, France, Sweden, Spain, England, Ireland, 
Naples, Venice, Cyprus, Armenia-all these states owed formal alle­
giance, in some way or other, to the Empire. The only real and 
conspicuous exception to the general recognition of imperial supremacy 
was furnished by the Byzantine Emperors, who had their own secular 
and theocratic organisations. '' It was this general and unimpeachable 
character of imperial prerogatives," says Bryce, "that made the Roman 
Empire an international power." 

But these prerogatives, unimpeachable in theory, were subject to 
serious and ever-increasing limitations in practice. There was the 
church-the most potent and anti-imperial force in the Middle Ages­
to which we must ascnbe the permeation through Europe of, "a theo­
cratic philosophy as menacing to the nascent state-life of the eleventh 
centruy as in our own times is the Communism of Lenin to the capital­
ism of Wall Street." The greatest exponent of papal prerogative was 
Cardinal Hildebrand (better known as Gregory VII), according to whom 
"as the soul was nobler than the body," says Fisher, " ... so was the 
spiritual superior to the temporal power." This theory the great Pope 
was able to translate into practice. The victory of the church was due 
primarily to its system of canon law, to its monarchical organisation 
and to its system of sacraments. It was under the pontificate of Inno­
cent III that the papal power ~ttained its zenith. There was indeed 
no limit to the claims which Innocent was prepared to make on behalf 
of his exalted office. · 

The free cities, again, hampered imperial authority to a great 
extent. It is enough, for purposes of illustration, to refer to Frederick 
Barbarossa's long and successful struggle against the Italian communes. 
To these we must also add the lack of a standing army and of per· 
manent sources of income, which surely proved to be great handicaps 
to the Emperors. The elective tenure of the Emperors was a source of 
considerable weakness. Last, but not the least, was Feudalism. Medie· 
val Emperors were constantly troubled by the feudal pretensions of the 
German magnates. " Legal in form, though in practice sometimes' 
admitting the exercise of an almost absolute authority, the government 
of Germany was, like that of other feudal kingdoms, restrained chiefly 
by the difficulty of co-ercing refractory vassals." A graphic illustra· 
tion of the conflict between Imperial and feudal claims in Germany 
we have in Frederick Barbarossa's quarrel with Henry the Lion of 
Saxony and Bav~a. 

The same difficulties which confronted Imperi~ authority were 
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encountered by the Monarchies of the Middle Ages. Here also the 
influence of the Church was keenly felt. Innocent III humiliated 
Philip Augustus of France and reduced John of England to the position 
of a feudal vassal. Henry II's encroachments on the privileges of the 
clergy led to the Becket episode. Legislative attempts were made by 
Edward III to prevent the payment of taxes to Rome and abolish 
judicial appeals to the Papacy. In the second place, parliamentary or 
baronial assemblies (most prominent among them being the slow but 
sure and gradual growth of the Parliament in England and the Parle­
ment of Paris in France) put additional checks on the Monarchy. In 
fact, the history of England in the Middle Ages is, to a large extent, the 
history of her kings' struggle with the Parliament, the ultimate victory 
being aC1)_uired by the latter. There was, again, a conspicuous absence 
of bureaucratic organisations which could translate into practice the 
aims and plans of the medieval kings. (The only exception to this was 
Norman Sicily). This was certainly a potent source of weakness: to 
it, in part at least, Professor Trevelyan attributes the defeat of the 
Monarchy in the English Civil War. 

Along with these we must also take into account the constant 
financial bankruptcy which restrained medieval kings. Their sources of 
income were limited and inelastic. There could be no standing army 
when the kings had no money to pay for it. So they had to rely on 
feudal levies which were dependent on the grudging nobles. Hence out 
of poverty arose military weakness. In England, particularly, the king 
was expected to live of his own, and a strong opposition to taxation was 
perhaps the most important feature of the Parliamentary struggles to 
which England owes her liberty. 

Cities also played their part in curbing the authority of the kings. 
To what importance they had risen in the estimation of the people may 
be realised from the special recognition of London in the lllagna Carta. 
Towns frequently enjoyed royal charters which gave them a very high 
status. In many cases they simply defined the ancient customs and 
privileges of the favoured towns and guaranteed them against unreason­
<l;ble and arbitrary demands on the part of their lord. Under the 
protection of charters, the cities grew in wealth and population ; many 
of them in some countries became at last strong enough to cast off all 
actual dependence upon lord or suzerain. Especially was this true in 
the case of the Itaian cities, and in a less marked degree in the case of 
some of the German towns. The potentiality of cities as bulwark 
against kings was all the more augmented by the creation of the ce!e­
brated Hanseatic League about the middle of the r3th century With 
some of the Geraan cities to protect their merchants against pirates and 

'5 
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robbers .. The League organised armies, equipped navies, and exercised 
all the powers of sovereignty. It was " medieval Germany on the sea." 
It carried on successful war against the kings of Denmark, and with the 
threat of war forced from Edward IV of England important concessions 
in favour of its merchants. 

Finally, we must give to Feudalism its due place in the list of 
standing checks on medieval Monarchy. In England the reign of John 
marks a signal triumph of the nobles over the king. The Magna Carta is 
no longer offered the tribute which lawyers like Coke, Parliamentarians 
like Elder Pitt and historians like Stubbs once accorded to it. Modern 
writers, immune from the mystery and the glamour of the Middle Ages, 
regard it as a confirmation of existing feudal privileges. In ~rticle 6r 
we find the legalisation of rebellion, the last desperate attempt of 
medieval statesmanship to keep down the claims of the Monarchy 
within the framework of Feudalism. Here we find the crowning illustra­
tion of the view commonly held that Feudalism rendered impossible 
the formation of strong national governments. Every country was 
divided and sub-divided into a large number of practically independent 
principalities. Thus, in the roth century France was partitioned among 
about a hundred and fifty overlords, all exercising equal and co-ordinate 
powers of sovereignty. The enormous estates of these great lords were 
again sub-divided into about seventy thousand smaller fiefs. It was 
only by trampling upon the time-honoured customary rights and privi­
leges of these princelings that masterful monarchs like Philip Augustus 
collected materials for the construction of the edifice over which Louis 
XIV presided in the seventeenth century. 

Yet, in spite of the congregation of forces and counter-forces in 
favour or disfavour either of national or of imperial sovereigns, we must 
not lose sight of the slow but steady development of the movement 
towards Absolutism. During the later Middle Ages we notice the slow 
decline of the Papacy. The final blow to the political aspect of papal 
authority was given by the peace of Westphalia ; the Papacy became, 
and henceforward remained, a negligible factor in European politie!i· ' 
Nationalism, dimly felt at first, gradually raised its head out of the 
confused internationalism which clouded medieval imagination, and 
slowly destroyed the lingering ideal of the unity of Christendom. 
Again, in some European States, specially in Spain and Sweden, 
successful struggles were waged against national enemies. In Spain, 
Ferdinand and Isabella fought successfully against the Moors and built 
a national state out of the enthusiasm called forth by the Crusade. 
The Swedish War of Liberation led by Gustavas Vasa..r-a counterpart of 
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William .Wallace of. Sco~and-gave to Sweden a national dynasty and 
ushered m the hermc penod of her history. 

The most important factors that ultimately led to the decline of 
Feudalism and the emergence of absolute Monarchy was the reaction 
against Feudalism which led to the alliance between kings and peoples. 
People became conscious of the need for and feasibility of unity by 
destroying all imperium in imperio. In the medieval state everyone 
had rights, but there was no central power strong enough to secure 
them to him. The triumph of Monarchy represented the first approxi­
mation to the creation of such a central power; hence, patriotic senti­
ment supported the monarch against anarchical forces. The failure of 
the medieval assemblieS-as in France-shows that the representatives 
of classeo could not unite to represent the nation. The rule of one 
seemed, boj:h in fact and theory, the simplest mode of attaining unity. 
In the seventeenth century absolute Monarchy might well have been 
regarded as the final triumph of the forces of centralisation and craving 
for unity. Here, again, England furnishes an interesting example. 
The despotism of the Tudors must be regarded as the outcome of a 
reaction against the abuse of feudal power culminating in the Wars of 
the Roses. "To the English people of this age," says Fisher, "the 
exercise of constitutional rights did not present itself as an ideal. Their 
dominant anxiety was that the Tudor dynasty should rule and endure." 
Hence, despite the crimes and cruelties of Henry VIII, the Monarchy 
carried the country through this critical period of its history without 
the convulsion of religious war. In France, the destruction of the 
nobles by Richelieu prepared the way for the absolutism of the Grand 
Monarch. When we examine, again, the coup d' E'tat by which 
Denmark in A.D. 166o passed suddenly to Absolute Monarchy from a 
form of government which was very near to oligarchy, the alliance of 
king and commons against the governing nobles is as palpable and 
conspicuous as it is at the beginning of any of the Greek oligarchies. 

Nor must we miss the quota of Roman Law in strengthening the 
Monarchy. The study of Roman Law, based not on revealed religion 

, but on reason and experience, fostered in its devotees a rationalistic 
and secular temper. It was during the IZth century that trained 
lawyers made their first appearance in Western Europe. Roman Law, 
framed in the Imperial Period, acted steadily on the side of Monarchy. 

The Reformation also exercised a tremendous influence on the 
growth of Absolutism. Bryce says, "The instincts of theological sym­
pathy overcame the duties of political allegiance to the Empire, and 
men who were subjects both of the Emperor and of their local prince, 
gave most of t~it loyalty to him who professed their doctrines and 
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protected their worship .... The earthquake that opened a chasm in 
Germany was felt through Europe ; its states and peoples marshalled 
themselves under two hostile banners, and with the Empire's expiring 
power vanished that united Christendom it had been created to lead." 

Lutheranism, moreover, exalted Monarchy. "The supreme 
achievement of the Reformation," says Figgis, 11 is the modem State." 
Luther protested against the dictatorial attitude of the medieval church; 
in his work entitled Babylonish Captivity, he says that no Christian 
man should be ruled except by his own consent. The ideas at the 
bottom of that work are certainly capable of being made into a pro­
gramme of political liberty; but Luther's effective struggle for freedom 
extended only to the Princes and the divines. His governing idea is 
the thought which inspired the address To the German Nobifzty: that 
the actual holders of the civil power must carry out the necessary 
reform of the church. This principle was apparently very useful to the 
kings who wanted to subordinate the church as they had subordinated 
Feuda1i~m. It. is strange that. Henry Vlll of England, who petse"-uted 
Lutherans in his own kingdom, followed it in his relations with the 
English Church. 

The destruction of Feudalism and the subordination of the Church 
were accompanied or followed by the destruction of municipal rights. 
Italian cities submitted before the close of the Middle Ages to petty 
tyrants like the Medici and the Visconti. In France, St. Louis and his 
successors regarded the self-governing communes "as an obstacle in 
the path of the central government. On one pretext or another, here 
because of faction-fights and there for mismanagement of the communal 
finances, the cities lost their charters and passed under the rule of 
royal commissioners," says Davis. In England James II, a follower of 
French models, interfered with the municipal rights of London. 

Another measure that strengthened the cause of Monarchy in 
Europe was the destruction of the Parliaments. In France the States­
General vanished from the scene, almost unnoticed, during the dictator­
ship of Richelieu. That assembly of lawyers, the Pariement of Paris: 
tried for a time to play the part of a national assembly. Animated by 
the echoes of the successful rebellion in England :it tried to curb royal 
authority even at the cost of civil war. But the upshot of this daring 
venture, as Prof. Hayes reminds us, left it crippled for ever. In 
Brandenburg-Prussia, another citadel of Monarchy, the Great Elector 
Frederick William reduced the diets of Brandenburg and Cleves to 
impotence, and organised an administration dependent on himself alone 
outside the scope of their interference. Only in Engla.Jld was despotism 
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based on the consent of the people and circumscribed within the four 
comers of the law. Only in England did the Monarchy fail jn its 
attempt to crush the pretensions of the Parliament. 

Omnipotent Monarchy required an efficient, reliable and merciless 
instrument to give effect to its will. That instrument was found in the 
bureaucracy. In France Richelieu systematically replaced the nobles 
by the middle-dass officers who were given the title of Intendants. His 
policy was continued by Mazarin. The machinery of Government 
developed by Richelieu and Mazarin was used by Louis XIV ; but it 
was developed still further. The essential characteristics of the consti­
tution of France during his reign consisted in its being a government 
through councils, to which, with few exceptions, neither birth nor rank 
gave any right of admission. The nobility was excluded with jealous 
care ; great ecclesiastics were no longer admitted ; the councils were 
filled chiefly with men of middle-class birth, usually lawyers, who owed 
everything to the king and could not possibly regard themselves as 
independent of him. " The exclusion of those above the accepted 
level," says Grant, " was maintained even against members of the 
royal family." Prussia also had a governing bureaucracy. In 
England, here again, we find an exception: local &2Yemment was 
entrusted to independent squires willing to render honorary service. 
But in the I6th century even England was governed by councils­
central and local-eomposed of royal nominees, men who cared more 
for what they regarded as the interests of the State than for the letter 
of the law or the demands of the Parliament. 

A powerful state, resting on an ever-expanding bureaucracy and a 
large standing army, could not be managed with the scanty revenue 
derived from sources known to antiquated medieval law. Even 
England, with no bureaucracy and no standing army, required more 
money in the r]th century than she had received in the rsth. Hence, 
taxation became heavier, and a larger portion of the national wealth 
was drawn to the Exchequer. These huge sums of money derived from 
taxation were generally spent on magnificence and dynastic wars. The 
toyal treasury of France, so carefully filled by Colbert, was utilised by 
the Grand Monarch in decorating Versailles and in waging his aggressive 
wars. 

To an absolute monarch a large and efficient standing army is 
indispensable. In England James II utilised the standing army, which 
was a vecy unpopular institution, in overawing his political opponents. 
Ultimately, however, Parliamentary control was established over the 
army as a result, of the Revolution of I688. Frederick William, the 
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Great Elector of Prussia, may be regarded as the founder of the Prussian 
army which later on became unrivalled in Europe. He substituted 
irregular levies by a standing army and established a tradition of iron 
discipline. Although his military expenditure was very heavy, it 
undoubtedly helped him in increasing his influence in Europe. The 
army was organised on a professional basis. The Great Elector was 
the head of the army. War expenditure, however, was wholly removed 
from the control of the civil authorities, because he separated the 
military from the civil revenues, and placed the former entirely under 
the management of the minister of war, who was, of course, his own 
nominee. French Militarism undeF Louis XIV also deserves mention 
in this connection. Here also, as in other cases, the Grand Monarch 
was ..yell served by Louvois, the grea:test war minister of .the age. 
Louvois recruited and supported the largest and finest standing army 
of his day. He introduced severe regulations and discipline. He pre­
scribed, for the first time in history, a distinctive military uniform and 
introduced the custom of marching in step. Under his supervision, 
camp life was placed upon a sanitary basis. 

In spite of the phenomenal growth of Absolutism in the 17th cen­
tury, we must look to the other side of the shield as well. No human 
institution, leaSt of all a political institution, can rise above all restraints. 
There were various factors which imposed practical limitations on the 
exercise of monarchical authority. We may refer to the survival, in 
some cases, of impotent medieval parliaments, and privileges of nobles 
and lawyers. In France, though the Estates-General bad ceased to be 
convoked after I6I4 A.D., Estates-Provincial still went on in certain 
partS-Languedoc, Provence, Burgandy, Brittany, and some smaller 
districts, chiefly situated near the extremities of the kingdom. These 
estates enjoyed, although nominally, the right of voting the taxes for 
their respective districts. They never offered an effective resistance to 
the Crown ; but it sometimes could not get the supplies it wanted with­
out a little management, a little corruption, or a little intimidation. In 
Spain, again, there were similar survivals. The Cortes of Castile had 
been reduced to impotence under Charles V: but the Cortes of Aragon, 
where the royal power had in the Middle Ages been more jealously 
limited than in Castile, still imposed substantial checks on the monarch's 
will till near the end of Philip's reign-and in matters of taxation, till 
long after. Indeed, the Spanish crown had difficulties- with the provin­
cial Cortes of Aragon even so late as the first years of the 18th century: 
till in A.D. I70'J it took advantage of the suppression of an insurrection 
to abo!ish the special rights and privileges of the province. It was not 
till A.D. r7:r4 that a similar fate befell the Catalonian ~\onstitution. after 
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a resistance on the part of the Catalans of great obstinacy and valour. 
Similarly, in the small German principalities the power of the princes 
continued to be somewhat hampered by the survival of the provincial 
assemblies, though the control exercised by these assemblies was no­
where very effective, and diminished as time went on. Their share in 
legislation was in most cases the first to go-the assembly was reduced 
to a merely consultative function ; and even where the formal constitu­
tional necessity of the assent of the estates to laws was still recognised, 
every effort was made to reduce it to a mere formality. The control 
over taxation, though vigorously attacked, lingered somewhat longer: 
but even here the estates were commonly more concerned with obtain­
ing privileges and exemptions for special classes than to make their 
control over general taxation effective. 

" Even when the will of the monarch had come to be theoretically 
irresistible, the West European Monarchy was practically limited," says 
Sidgwick, "not only by traditional law, custom, religion, etc., but by 
the resisting force of the human instrument through which it had to 
work: especially the sense of personal dignity of the nobles, the 
intellectual habits of the lawyers, etc." This was pointed out by 
Montesquieu, one of the ablest writers on political theory of the 18th 
century, who makes a clear distinction between Monarchy and 
despotism. Even when the complete predominance of the Monarchy 
was established in France, the king had to respect the customary 
personal privileges of the nobleS-their sense of exclusiveness and 

, superiority to other classes. An intermediate order enjoying a special 
and recognised position was thus placed between the monarch and his 
subjects. Another important barrier to royal caprice-peculiar to 
France-was the jurisdiction of the Parliment, especially the Parli­
ment of Paris to which the supreme administration of justice was 
committed. The right of registering royal edicts gave the Parlement an 
opportunity of protesting against an ordinance it disapproved: such 
protests were in some cases too strong for the king to set aside. 

As Sidgwick points out, the very word 'absolute ' does not mean 
' that the power of the ruler over the ruled is practically unlimited, that 

he can deal with his subjects as if they were a troop of cattle. Such 
a ruler has always been more or less controlled by his fear of the dis­
approbation of his subjects and his desire for their esteem ; by his fear 
of the ultima ratio of revolution, which has never been unknown in any 
political society ; by the influence of religion on his own mind, and his 
knowledge of its influence on the minds of others. What is meant by 
calling him ''absolute" is that there is no established constitutional 
authority-no hT}man authority that his subjects habitually obey as 
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much as they obey him-which can legitimately and lawfully resist him 
or call him to account. 

Absolutism, in this sense, was almost personified in Louis XIV of 
France. He was not alone ; he was the model for other less powerful 
but hardly less vainglorious monarchs. " T~e system of absolute 
government, which he steadily carried on dming more than half a 
century, and to which all the activities of we French nation were 
consistently, though not without struggles, acco111modated, was charac­
teristic of the whole age of -which he is the most conspicuous figure." 
It is this establishment of Absolutism in France which Sidgwick 
considers to be the true criterion of the beginning of the Modem Age 
in preference to 1740 (as suggested by Bluntschli) and 1453 (as accepted 
by Lord Acton who observes that modem hi&tory begins 1mder the 
stress of Ottoman conquests). 

In four important European stages AbsolutisPl could make no head­
way. In Poland, notwithstanding the chronic: pressure of Turkish 
invasions, fue nobles never 'to)era'tea fue es'tabus'fmrerJ't tli 11. 'ltatrug ·~J.t 
authority. The Dutch Republic, though the oligarchy of its leading 
state had to surrender the control of affairs to a hereditary presidency, 
preserved the free constitution which it had ~on for itself with its 
independence. In this connection it is interesting to refer to the famous 
quarrel between the Orange party and the Republicans which culmin­
ated in the murder of De Witt. To the case of Great Britain we have 
already referred. During the 17th century three attempts were made 
to establish a depotism-by Charles I, by Crom\l'ell, and by Charles II 
and James II. Fortunately, all of them failed. In the case of Switzer­
land, lastly, the federal and republican form of government, rendered 
natural by its physical conditions and the origiP. of its independence, 
was successfully maintained through the r8th century. In the case of 
England, United States and Switzerland, geography must be re­
garded as one of the chief factors which rendered impossible the growth 
of Absolutism on the French model. In the case of Poland, where the 
turbulent nobility triumphed over Monarchy, Sidgwick finds "an 
interesting negative example of the value of the industrial element." , 
Something may also be attributed to the peculiar constitutional charac­
teristics of Poland-elected monarchy and the ''liberum veto." 

With these exceptions, it is true to say that "in the seventeenth 
century the nation was focussed and crystallised into the person of the 
king. The nation worked, fought, lived, conquered for him alone. 
In his glory it saw its own reflected, it recognised him as its representa­
tive and its champion, it surrendered its independence to him un­
grudgingly, and in his success it reaped its rewar~. The rights of 
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pe.oples were not so much set aside as not even thought of, for every­
thing was absorbed in the personality of the kitlg. Of this type of 
kingship Louis XIV is always looked upon as the representative, if not 
the founder." 

The philosophical justification of Absolutism is to be found in the 
doctrine of Divine Right. In its completest form, according to Figgis, 
the theory involves the following propositions :~(i) Monarchy is a 
divinely ordained institution. (ii) Hereditary right is indefeasible. 
(iii) Kings are accountable to God alone. (iv) Non-resistance and 
passive obedience are enjoined by God. These broad features were 
now and then modified according to local circumstances. The inviol­
ability of the succession was more important in France than it was in 
England. 'The supporters of Henry IV could hardly develop such a 
theory as that of Filmer, for the Salic Law is an artificial institution. 

In France Absolutism found its highest philosophical exposition in 
the writings of Bodin, and England discovered it in the great work of 
Hobbes. Having a dear e-onceptkm of the nature of sovereignty and 
having a confirmed contempt for 'mixed' or 'limited' Monarchy, Bodin 
repudiates the authority of the Papacy and decrees that the power of 
the prince emanates from God. Logically enough, he insists on absolute 
non-resistance. Monarchy is also shown to be the best form of govern­
ment. "Finally," says Figgis, "a philosophical justification is sought 
for the rule of the French succession, and the Salic Law is alleged to be 
,in harmony with the teachings of nature." These teachings are echoed 
in Bossuet's Politics Drawn from the Very Words of Holy Scripture, 
where he sets forth the essential characteristics of royalty as follows: it 
is sacred ; it is paternal ; it is absolute ; it is subject to reason. 

In England the first clear enunciation of the theory of Divine Right 
is found in True Law of Free Monarchies which was published five 
years before the death of Elizabeth (I598 A.D.). IIere the doctrine of 
Divine Right is complete in every detail. When James I ascended the 
throne, there were many reasons why he should inf>ist on the doctrine 
in its strictest form. His claim to the throne of England rested upon 
descent alone. Once at least Parliament agreed with the king. A 
statute was passed which purported not to give James a title, but merely 
to declare his inherent right. But when the Parliament entered into a 
conflict with Charles I, there grew up in the royalist party a passionate 
sentiment of loyalty to the crown and the doctrine of Divine Right was 
expounded in its extremest form. All royalists henceforth took the 
theory as their watchword. The horror which was awakened by the 
execution of Charles I tended to deepen in men's minds their senti-

9 ) 
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ment in favour of the royal power. Hobbes not only evolved a theory 
of sovereignty but also demonstrated that Monarchy is the best form of 
government, that the English State is in fact a monarchy, and that 
resistance to the sovereign is never justifiable. The affinity between the 
theory of Divine Right and that of Hobbes' was far closer than is often 
supposed. To such teachings may be attributed the lingering royalist 
sentiment which, more than anything else, brought about the restoration 
of Charles II. Filmer's Patriarcha, written in James I's reign, but 
published in r68I, conceived the king as the father of the family re­
presenting the nation. The theory of non-resistance was elaborated 
and transformed into an active political creed. The Revolution and 
the Act of Settlement disposed for ever of the doctrine of indefeasible 
hereditary rights, and made it all but impossible to maintain.the theory 
of non-resistance. Yet these results were by no means immediate, so 
far as the bulk of Englishmen were concerned. The doctrine indeed 
could not die out all at once. And the existence of a widespread feel­
ing in favour of the Stuarts is evidence that it did not do so. In the 
r8th century, however, the doctrine gradually died out in England. 
Bolingbroke in The Idea of a Patriot King asserts that "a divine right 
to govern is an absurdity ; to assert it blasphemy.'' 

Absolutism reached its culmination, as has been noticed, in the 
reign of Louis XIV, and his defeat and death ushered in the era of 
Repentant Despotism. The monarchs lost their old confidence in them­
selves and tried to reconcile their claims with the rationalistic philo-, 
sophy of the new age. But the gulf between the Princes and the 
peoples had become too wide to be easily bridged, and half-hearted 
repentance, coming too late to mitigate the rigours of the ancien regime, 
failed to avert the Revolution.* 
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Modern Atom • 

MATI LALL KuNnu, M.sc.-Ex-student. 

T HOUGH struggle against nature has been found to be most success-
ful when there is proper co-ordination between exploration and 

rational thinking, a number of psychological beliefs have sometimes 
directed h11man activities to the right direction. One of these is the 
belief in the ultimate simplicity of the laws of nature, and this belief 
has played a great part in the progress of Science. Prout in the begin­
ning of the nineteenth century postulated his unitary theory of matter. 
It has stood the test of time and now it is universally accepted, not in 
its original form which its author has intended but with a modification 
in the conception of the unit. 

We shall try to draw a picture of the state of things within an 
atom, on the line of Rutherford and Bohr. An atom can be con­
veniently divided into two significant parts : a nucleus which contains 
all the mass and which is positively charged, and an extra-nuclear core 
of electrons. From a study of the scattering of ~-rays by matter with 
'the help of Wilson's cloud-chamber. Rutherford concluded that the 
nucleus occupies a very insignificant portion of the total volume occupied 
by the atom. The dimension of the nucleus was shown to be a hundred 
thousand times less than that of the atom. From the same experiment 
we also know the amount of charge on the nucleus. Now the number 
of electrons in the shell can be known from a study of the scattering of 
~-rays by matter and also from Moseley's X-ray spectra. It is found 
that the number of + ve charge on the nucleus is numerically equal to 
the number of extra-nuclear electrons. This is not an accidental coin­
cidence, but this is demanded by the fact that an atom is electrically 
neutral. According to Bohr, the extra-nuclear electrons revolve round 
the nucleus in orbits, defined by Pauli's Exclusion Principle, into the 
details of which we shall not enter. It may be mentioned that no two 
electrons in an atom move in the same orbit. 

*This article is a part of an article ' Atom: Its Transmutation ' read before 
an ordinary meeting of the University Chemical Club with Dr. B. N. Ghosh, 
lJ.sc. (Lond.) in the yhair. 
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PHYSICS OF THE NUCLEUS 

The nucleus is supposed to contain all the mass and the + ve 
charge. But though for explaining the X-ray and optical spectra, 
the nucleus may be regarded as a mere point, it was quite clear to 
the early investigators that this picture was insufficient for explanation 
of other phenomena, notably those of radio-activity. For in this class 
of phenomena charged particles (a and p-rays) and light quanta of 
very high energy content (y-rays) are being spontan~ously emitted 
from the nucleus, hence the nucleus must have an extrem~ly complex 
composition. From different experimental facts, we are led to believe 
that the nucleus is formed of protons and electrons, the two ultimate 
particles of charge and mass. As early as 1930, the assumption was 
made that the nudeus,-though ultimately could be decomposed into 
protons and electrons,-did not contain them in the free state, but 
mostly in a state of combination as a-particles. The a-particles has a 
mass 4 and a charge of 2 + ve. But the hypothesis that there are free 

. electrons inside the nucleus is beset with difficulties. From a study of 
the hyperfine structure of spectral lines it appears that if the electron 
is a component of the nucleus, its properties would be fundamentally 
different from those of the extra-nuclear electrons. A second line of 
argument against the existence of free electrons inside the nucleus is that 
t11e nucleus contains a large excess of positive charge. As we know 
from our ordinary experiences, charges of like sign repel each other. 
Then how can the nucleus be stable? It was surmised that probably, 
the force of repulsion might change into one of attraction at close 
quarters. 

From a series of investigations Rutherford and his students showed 
that the nucleus is surrounded by a potential barrier which accounts for 
its stability. Though the particles inside the Pot-barrier, are repelling 
one another and are endowed with large kinetic energy inside the 
nucleus, they cannot jump over the barrier. The picture is just like 
that of a number of dangerous lunatics confined within a high walled 
enclosure over which they cannot jump, but must be content to remain' 
inside. But according to modem conception all particles of energy 
(matter, radiation) are also waves, and these can perform feats which 
are unthinkable in particle dynamics, that though as particles a-rays 
may not jump over the barrier, as waves they can leak through the 
barrier and thus give rise to the phenomena of spontaneous disintegra· 
tion. The presence of barriers about the nuclei is well established by 
Gamow from wave mechanics. If we accept it, the natural consequence 
follows that an electron existing inside the nude~ will at once be 
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ejected for what is barrier to the positive particle is only a slope for the 
negative particles. 

Our hypothesis about the structure of the nucleus, therefore, brings 
us to a very intriguing position. The investigation on the hyperfine 
structure and the stability of the radio.-actice elements are clearly 
against the existence of any electrons in the nucleus, while the ejection 
of ~-rays in radio-active disintegration is clear evidence for its existence. 
But on the whole the evidences against existence are too strong and 
Bohr tried to reconcile the two views by postulating that ordinarily the 
electron does not exist in the nucleus, but may be created in the process 
of radio-active disintegration in a way which is not yet fully understood. 

PREDICTION ABOUT THE NEUTRON 

If the electron is definitely ruled out as a possible constituent of 
the nucleus, we have to postulate the probable existence of other particles 
to explain its composition. Rutherford has been assuming since 1919 
the existence of neutron. It is simply the proton devoid of its positive 
charge. We are familiar with the Bohr theory of H-atom. It consists 
of proton round which the electron revolves in quantum orbits. Sup­
posing that by some means the electron be made to fall into the nucleus 
the charges will be neutralised and we shall get a new body with the 
same mass as the hydrogen nucleus but with no charge. We may call 
this the neutron. 

DISCOVERY OF THE NEUTRON 

Though the Neutron was looked for, it could not be discovered for 
a long time presumably because of the absence of charge, it ~oes not 
produce an effect which can be easily detected by ordinary physical 
instruments. But the detection came from investigation in unexpected 
quarters. In 1931 two investigations in Germany. Bothe and Besker, 
discovered a very highly penetrating radiation by bombarding Beryllium 
with a-rays while Geiger and Bothe in Germany and Curie-Joliot in 
France were engaged in determining the nature of the radiation, Chad­
wick and co-workers earned credit by giving correct interpretation 
to this phenomena: Bothe sowed the see~s, but Chadwick reaped t~e 
field. He was awarded the Nobel Prize 1or Physics in 1935 for th1s 
interpretation. Chadwick proved beyond doubt that the radiation was 
y-rays as it was thought to be, but consisted of neutrons, uncharged 
particle of unit Jmass :rpoving with large velocities. 
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SIZE OF NEUTRON 

The diameter of an atom is 2 x ro11 em. and that of neutron is 
2 x ro16 em. Hence roo,ooo neutrons would have to be laid in a row 
to equal the diameter of one atom. Hence roo,0003 or roo,ooo x 
roo,ooo x roo,ooo neutrons could be packed into the space of one atom. 
This neutron package would constitute matter I015 or 1000 billion times 
denser than ordina:ry matter say water. There is no evidence that the 
earth contains any super-dense neutron material. The stars may con­
tain some of it. The ve:ry dense stars such as the white-dwarfs have 
densities sometimes a _hundred thousand times that of water. Perhaps 
neutron material may be shown to be there. The neutron may prove 
to be a discove:ry of immense value to cosmology. So far only neutron 
of mass about one has been discovered, but it may be that ne\1tron of 
mass 2 or more is produced under some circumstances. 

COMPOSITION OF NUCLEUS 

Heisenberg has shown that the neutron and the proton form prob­
ably the main constituents of the nucleus. Thus it used to be formerly 
thought that the a-particle consisted of four protons and two electrons. 
It is now thought to contain two protons and two neutrons. With this 
new theo:ry we can explain all the known facts regarding the nucleus. 
We can explain isobars, isotopes and phenomena concerning the nucleus 
like the ejection of a-particles and ~-particles as follows. It is assumed 
that within the nucleus sets of z protons and z neutrons remain grouped 
together which on favourable circumstances come out as a-particle. 
Thus a-particles are ready made within the nucleus. As regards the 
ejection of electrons or ~-particle, we are met with an apparent difficulty. 
Now, Meitner comes to the rescue. He explains the difficulty on the 
assumption of the following intra-nuclear change supposed to occur on 
suitable circumstances: Neutron-Proton+ Electron. 

DISCOVERY OF POSITRON 

The electron as the fundamental atom of electricity and one of the 
ultimate constituents of all matters has been known since the last 40 · 
years. But in spite of all attempts, no corresponding unit of positive 
electricity was known until recently. Before-'L 1933, the smallest posi­
tively charged particle discovered, namely the proton had the same mass 
as the H-atom which is r8!5 times larger than that of the electron. 
This asymmetry in behaviour between the positive and negative electri­
city has never been properly understood, for the classical equations of 
electricity and magnetism predict perfect similarity in the behaviour of 

( 
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the two kinds of electricity. So befGre 1932, the investigators had 
resigned themselves with regard to this question, to the philosophic 
attitude, viz., 'that a fact is a fact.' 

In 1932, a number of investigators working in different parts of the 
world (U. S. A., England, France and Germany) almost simultaneo'usly 
announced the discovery of the positron which is the exact counterpart 
of the electron. 

How POSITRON WAS ACTUALLY DISCOVERED 

While Milikan and Anderson in California were engaged in the 
investigation into the mystery of Cosmic Rays by means of Wilson's 
photographic method, they observed tracks, ~hich are not actually 
those of cosmic rays but of the particles produced by them when they 
encounter matter. The largest part of them can be identified as being 
due to high speed electrons possessing sometimes extraordinary energy 
and moving very nearly with the velocity of light. Carl Anderson 
made the fortunate discovery in October, 1932, that a small percent­
age of these tracks curve in an opposite direction to those which are 
produced by the electrons (when the whole apparatus was exposed to 
magnetic field). These tracks can only be due to particles having 
opposite and therefore positive charge. Further from an examination 
of the ionisation tracks it was apparent that their mass was much less 
than that of the protons and of the same order as that of electron. From 

·other observations Anderson was emboldened to make the definite 
statement that he has made the discovery of the positive electron or 
the Positron. 

The bold statement proved to be quite correct. One might ask, 
how positive electrons are produced by cosmic rays. If the cosmic 
rays are identical with rays of great energy, then even terrestrial y-rays 
of sufficient energy should show the same effect. This was proved by 
allowing a beam of very penetrating y-rays from the C'' to fall on 
different kinds of matter (Pb, AI, C, etc.) and observing the tracks of 
,particles ejected from them. In a small percentage of cases coupled 
tracks were obtained curving from the same point in opposite directions 
and it was shown by Anderson, Blacket, Curie-Joliot that the sum of 
the energies of the two particles was exactly equal to the energy of the 
original y-radiation. The relation by the_ way throws light on the 
mechanism of the production of positron: Blacket pointed out that the 
quanta of y-radiation is split up under the influence of the intense electric 
and magnetic field inside the nucleus, into a pair of positron and 
electron. Thi~> phenomena has been termed by Curie-J oliot as the 
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materialisation of quanta6-)-a twin birth of material particle from 
annihilation of energy quantum, but probably a better term would be, 
'' Electrofission of quantum '' as suggested by Saba and Kothari. The 
matter in this process of material birth seems to act only as a catalyser. 
Conversely, when matter is bombarded with position the latter occasion­
ally comes into direct contact with extra-nuclear electrons and the 
electrical charges will be annihilated. This is the opposite phenomena 
of electrofission and would result in the formation of either one quantum 
of energy. This has later been shown to be the case. This radiation 
is sometimes termed as annihilation radiation or secondary Photon. 



Twenty-five Years Ago 
T HERE seems to be a gratifying consensus of opinion that the 

celebration of Founders' Day this year was a success and fulfilled 
its primary purpose. That purpose was to bring together past and 
present students and to enable them to meet each other and see the 
College. Old students came in large numbers, and the range of years 
which they represented extended from 1861 to last year, 1914-fifty 
generations. Old and young met together, and at the same time friends 
met contemporaries. We believe there were meetings on January the 
20th of ~ld friends who had not met since their student days. Some­
times the student days were four years ago and sometimes forty. All 
met on the common basis of membership of the College. The expedient 
of telling off some of the youngest present students as hosts and guides 
to their elders of past days ensured that extremes should meet. The 
extremes did meet-the very oldest and the very youngest: and we 
have reason to think to their mutual advantage. 

* * * * * 
The incidental entertainments offered to our guests this year were 

secondary only in importance but served their purpose. There was a 
Tennis Tournament, Past vs. Present, organized by Professor Oaten 
and by the Honorary Secretary Sures Chandra Bose. A Cricket match 
was also played at Marcus Square. There were scenes from "As You 
Like It " and there was the Conference of Past Students. 

* * * * * 
The Conference was, considered in itself, a notable event and owed 

its success to our unfailing friend the Vice-Chancellor and to the elo­
quence of Professors P. C. Ghosh and S. C. Mahalanobis. For further 
judgment of its success as a practical undertaking we await develop­
ments. There seemed to be general agreement that we should, and 
must, have a College Hall. The proposition that old Presidency College 
men should have an association, even as old Aligarh College men do, 
was received with approbation seemingly unanimous. 

* * * * * 
The excellent representation of " the pastoral play " opens up 

many possibilities for the ''Presidency Colege Amateur Dramatic Club,'' 
which has had a somewhat fitful history. The activities of the actors 
we had hoped, would enable us to stage Julius/Cresar early this session. 

7 
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On the Founders' Day they gave abundant evidence of their histrionic 
talents. Confident of success they should spur themselves on to fresh 
activities, and we are .sure they can count on the enthusiastic, support 
of the whole College. 

* * * * * 
With the development of the Dramatic Club we should start a 

Presidency College Debating Society. We have in the College debating 
societies of the First Year and the Second Year students. It is a matter 
of regret that the graduate classes should have all their energies absorbed 
in the work of the Seminars. We would be glad to find the activities 
of the various classes extended to the formation of a College Debating 
Society. Whether as a meeting ground of the members of the College, 
or as affording facilities for the powers of public speaking, the need of 
a College Debating Club is very great . 

* • • * * 
The vista; widened, and with a Debating Society and a Dramatic 

Club we can hope for a revival of the old " Presidency College Students' 
Union." Such an " Union " will concentrate all the activities of the 
various societies and clubs in the College and will effectively help the 
growth of College esprit de corps. 

[From the Editorial Notes] 

* * * * * 
The sufferings of Belgium hardly bear thinking about. Students 

of the War in its ethical aspect will, however, do well to read an article ' 
by Frank Fox in the Nineteenth Century for January. The writer 
brings out very powerfully under the image of a victim on the rack 
the' view that the supreme crime against Belgium was a crime against 
a people's soul through the invitation, once, twice, three times repeated, 
each time after some further experience of greater terror, to submit; 
and by so doing to betray the cause for which they had already endured 
so much. " The deepest infamy was reached in the constant invita­
tion to the tortured victim to abandon her faith and save extremer 
pallgS.''-

[From the War Notes] 



OURSELVES 
COLLEGE UNION NOTES 

FOUNDERS' DAY 

The Founders' Day came o:ff this year on the 20th January-e. 
welcome function that made us forget the scare of college examinations 
which had just vanished. More than 650 student.<; regaled themselves with 
refreshments, orthodox and unorthodox, on the happy afternoon, while 
over 300 guests had tea on the extensive lawns, which then held the 
very creaxp of Bengal's intellectuals on their bosom. 

The usual meeting was held in the Physics Theatre at 6 P.M. We 
were fortunate this year in having Sir N. N. Sircar, one of India's leading 
intellectuals, as our President. Sir Nripen was proposed to the chair by 
Principal B. M. Sen, supported by Mr. Suchit Chandra Majumdar (3rd 
year Arts), Debates Secretary of the Union. Before the usual proceedings 
began, Dr. M. Chatterji, in a neat little speech, requested Sir Nripendra­
nath to unveil the portrait of the late Prof. Hem Chandra Das Gupta, 
who was associated with the Geology Department of our college for 
nearly 30 years. 

The Principal, in his report, after a fitting reference to the memory 
of the Foun<;J.ers of the College, gave a general review of the various 
activities of the College in the preceding year-academic, extra-curricular 
and athletic. He concluded with a reference to the urgent needs of the 

' 110llege, foremost among which are a reduction in the scale of college fees 
and an Assembly Hall. 

Mr. Susil Chandra Sen, c.B.E., Solicitor, one of our distinguished 
alumni, dwelt on the privileges which the present students of Presidency 
College enjoyed, privileges for which the students of former days had 
yearned. 

Sir Nripendranath Sircar, in his scintillatingly witty and thought­
provoking address, referred to the long connexion which his family has 
had with our College. He declared amidst enthusiastic cheers that his 
grandfather, the late Mr. Peary Churn Sircar, was the first Indian 
Professor at Presidency College. He left this college, as he said, forty­
five years ago. "The present generation of students were not born then, 
and possibly some of the professors even were not born. As regards the 
ladies present here, I may tell the youngmen that no lady ever admits 
that she is over twenty-five, and consequently, without any mathematical 
calculation, I can say that none of them either was born then." 

Referring to his own days at the Presidency College, Sir Nripendra­
nath said that they had then no extra-curricular activities like those 
which the present generation of students have. Though they had their 
lessons from eminent men like Sir P. C. Roy and Sir J. C. Bose, he had 
to admit that tP.e human tQuch-the cop.tact between profe;;sors an4 

) 
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students-was at least much neglected, if not entirely absent. He was 
8Ul'e that things had definitely changed for the better, so far as this 
aspect of college life was concerned. 

Sir Nripendranath closed his brilliant observations with a reference 
to one or two things, which he was sure " the bright youngmen " would 
take in the proper spirit. " Rightly or wrongly-! hope wrongly-an im­
pression has gone abroad that boys of Calcutta University do not compare 
favourably with boys of other universities in India." This, he said, he 
had gathered from people associated with the Public Service Commission 
at Delhi and Simla. He hoped that this is an impression which we must 
try to wipe off. He also referred to the fact that the easy days of 1895 
were gone, when one could be sure of suitable employment if only he 
could take the B. A. with Honours. " It is not merely academic qualifica­
tions but perseverance and that capacity of fighting one's way out through 
this cruel and hard world that is all that makes the difference to-day." 

The meeting was brought to a close with a vote of thanks proposed 
by Saroj Guha, Secretary of the College Union. 

ARCHERY FEATS 
Prof. M. P. Shushil of the Punjab gave a display of archery feats 

before the members of the College Union on the Baker Laboratory grounds, 
in the afternoon of the 27th November last. Prof. Shusbil, who has 
revived many of the archery feats expounded in Hindu epic and mythology, 
delighted the fairly large gathering of professors and students not only 
with his amazing skill with the bow and arrow, but also with certain 
other feats like blind-fold reading and writing. As we went on marking 
the exhibition of his skill we felt that the cult of Arjuna and his 
Dhanurvidya have not been altogether forgotten. 

EDUCATIONAL FILMS 
On the xoth of February, there was a display of several short-length, 

educational films in the Physics Theatre by a Bombay finn. The large 
gathering included the Principal and a maximum number of professors 
and students. For the hour and a half the show lasted, we dived into 
the mysteries of human anatomy, had a glimpse into the working of 
agricultural experiments that are now being tried in the vast steppes of 
the Soviet, had a short breather with the exploits of Mr. Jacko, had a 
trans-continental flight in a modem air-liner, and had even a discourse 
on the importance of good posture I 

STEAMER EXCURSION 

Owing to unavoidable reasons, our annual steamer party could not 
be held earlier than, or on a date other than, the 22nd of March. A3 
usual, we were fortunate in having on board, besides Principal and Mrs. 
Sen, Mrs. S. C. Majumdar, Mrs. N. M. Basu and a fairly large number of 
professors. 

We had the interesting experience of listening to vocal songs with 
the sole accompanimept of the tabla atone (save, of r course, the Ull· 
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conscious, orchestral accompaniment of the creaks and groans and rumbles 
of the chains and wheels and what-nots of S. S. Buckland), and some 
of our students really sang well. Prof. Robin Bha.ttacharjee, a ventrilo· 
quist of repute, gave some really entertaining imitations of animal cries 
and various other sounds. Tea and light refreshments were ready at 
3 P.M., after which Prof. P. C. Sorcar gave a display of his wonderful 
skill in magic. The steamer came back to Chandpal Ghat at 6 P.M. and 
we landed again on terra firma with thunderous cheers . 

• • • • • 
The year's work is done, the Secretary thanks all his co-workers, and 

once again apologises for his many failings. He looks forward to a better 
administered Union next year. 

DEBATING SOCIETY 

SAROJ GUHA, 

General Secretary. 

An interesting debate was held in the Physics Theatre on Saturday, 
the 17th December last. 

The resolution was " That in the opinion of the House the chief aim 
of a country's education should never be utilitarian." Professor F. J. C. 
Friend-Pereira kindly presided over the meeting. 

In moving the resolution, Mr. Sunil Sen characterized utilitarian 
education as a most unholy abuse of the gifts of Minerva. He stated that 
there is a real distinction between an academic institution and a com­
mercial workshop. The sacred altar of the Goddess of Learning, he 
asserted, should remain for ever sacred; the human intellect should be 

...carefully trained up in a congenial atmosphere, it is too precious a thing 
to be sacrificed to Mammon. 

The mover-in-chief was ably supported by the other speakers of his 
side-Mr. Phullasree Ghose, easily the most enthusiastic participant in the 
debate, Mr. Rajat Biswas and Mr. Brindaban Chandra Sinha. 

Leading the opposition very ably, Mr. Amal Bose dwelt on the 
constructive side of utilitarian education. He emphatically observed that 
Minerva would not be offended if her gifts are employed by mortals for 
earthly purposes. Supporting him, Mr. Suchit Mazumdar stated that the 
idea of learning for learning's sake was a medieval notion. It might very 
well have suited the monks in their quiet cloisters, but in these days of 
llCOnomics and machinery, the talk of selling one's soul for a mess of 
pottage would sound frightfully squeamish. Mr. Arun Basak also spoke 
very convincingly against the resolution. 

Professor Friend-Pereira, after an admirable summing up of the 
arguments of both parties, disapproved of -the domination of printology 
and expressed his confidence in the type of education suggested in the 
Wardba Scheme. 

The motion was lost by 64 votes to 20. 

SucmT MAZUMDAR, 

Deb(Jtes Secretary. 
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SEMINAR REPORTS 

ECONOMICS SEMINAR 

The first general meeting of the Economics Seminar came off on the 
:~:6th of March, 1940 with Dr. J. C. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D. in the chair. Mr. 
Jyotiprasad ]3hattacharjee of the Third Year Class read a paper on 
" Cottage Industries iu India." 

The writer dealt with the subject in a very comprehensive manner. 
After making a brief survey of the past history, causes of decline and 
survival of the various cottage industries, the writer dwelt at length on 
the present state of existing ones, particularly the hand-loom industry. 
He then suggested various measures for their revival. 

The paper was followed by a lively discussion in which Messrs. Anwaral 
Huq, Aroon l3onerjea, Rajen Sarkar, Subhas Dbar, Ajoy Mitter and 
Dayal Dutt took part. Most of them opined that cottage industries, to 
be of any lasting benefit, must be carried on a large scale. Moreover, for 
their best interests, they should be complementary to, and not competitive 
with, factory industries. · 

India's fate, taking the long-term view, was bo11nd up more with the 
development of factory industries than the revival of cottage industries. 
Harmonious development of the two, if possible, as in Japan and 
Switzerland, is most desirable. 

Dr. Sinha in a nice little speech summed up the whole thing. He 
showed the difference between two types of cottage industries-those 
producing articles of ordinary consumption and these producing artware 
and luxury goods. He ascribed the decline of the second mainly to the 
lack of patronage by the state and the nobility. Competition with machine-" 
made goods had, in his opinion, affected the first, and not so much the 
second. 

He then emphasised the need for linking up cottage industries with 
factories and for the extension of cheap electrical power to the country­
side. He criticised the view advanced by some of the speakers that 
cottage industries were necessarily doomed in the present age of machines 
and showed that the decline of small industries in Germany and Russia, 
for instance, were due to causes not present in India. On the contrary, 
there were in India economic factors such as urgent necessity for providing 
spare-time occupation to numerous and scattered agriculturists with small 
and fragmentary holdings which clearly pointed to the need fo~ 
developing cottage industries. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting concluded. 

We also convened a special meeting on the gth February, 1940, at 
the Physics Theatre under the presidency of our Principal Mr. B. M. Sen. 
Dr. Harold Retelling of the Columbia University delivered a learned 
lecture on "Imperfect Competition", before a distinguished gathering. 

Sumus KuMAR DHAR, 

Sec:retarJI. 
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HlSTORY SEMINAR 

A special meeting of the Seminar was held on December 20, 1939, 
when Dr. M. N. Sarkar of our College aelivered an address on "Vaisnavism 
in Bengal.'' Dr. U. N. Ghoshal presided. 

It was a scholarly address. Dr. Sarkar introduced the subject by 
pointing out the affinity between Philosophy and History. He then made 
a comparative study of the Eastern and Western conception of Life. In 
Vaisnavism we have a creative conception of life, spirit of harmony, 
freedom and creation-these, he explained, are the outstanding features 
of Vaishnavism. In Bengal, Dr. Sarkar pointed out, Chaitanya had 
recognised that Varnasramdharma is based on merit. He concluded by 
saying that Vaishnavism really wanted that men should feel that they 
were not only biological but also spiritual beings. 

Some questions put to Dr. Sarkar by a few students were gladly 
answered •by him. 

Another general meeting of the Seminar was held on March 2, 1940, 
when Mr. A. C. Banerjee of the Third Year read a paper on "Rise of 
Absolute Monarchy." Prof. S. C. Sarkar presided. 

The paper took a brief survey of the history of Absolute Monarchy 
from the time of the Greek Tyrants and Roman Dictators to the middle 
of the 17th Century when Louis XIV of France gave a definite shape to 
the idea. The paper continued with a thorough discussion of the causes 
which prevented the Emperor and the national monarchs from becoming 
absolute in the Middle Ages. The writer then pointed out the various 
factors which led to the rise of Absolute Monarchy in the 17th century. 
With the advent of Repentant Despotism in the 18th century, however, 
Absolutism of the 17th century came to an end. 

Mr. S. K. Guha stressed on the economic changes leading to the rise 
of absolutism and preferred to call the Magna Carta a triumph for the 
bourgeoise-not for the. nobility, as the writer had said. Mr. A. Momin 
raised some interesting points regarding the contribution of Roman Law 
to the growth of Absolutism and the system of church administration 
in Medieval Europe. The writer attempted a rejoinder to each of the 
points raised. 

Prof. S. C. Sarkar gave a fairly long presidential address. He 
pointed out that Absolute Monarchy was transitional from the later 
Middle Ages. He then discussed the social and economic changes in the 
feudal society of the Middle Ages which led to the upheaval of Absolute 
Monarchy. Feudalism, he said, did not necessarily create chaos ; but it 
hampered trade and commerce. He then corroborated the writer's 
observations on the .contribution of Reformation and Bureaucracy to the 
growth of Absolute Monarchy which, he pointed out, was a political and 
not a social or economic ideal. He concluded by saying that Absolutism 
was a misfit to the changing ~ircumstances of the time and hence the 
idea of Absolute Monarchy had to give in to the idea of Democracy 
which was gradually coming into the forefront. 

A. c. BANERJEE, 
S1cretary. 



PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE 

GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
The First Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 

Monday, the 18th September, 1939, at 5' p.m. in the Geological Lecture 
Theatre, with Dr. P. K. Ghose, M.sc. (Cal.), n.sc. {Lond.), D.I.c. etc. in 
the Chair. Mr. D. K. Chandra read a paper on "Magnetic Differentiation" 
on the occasion. This paper was followed by another on "Economic and 
Regional Geography of the Forests m India" by Mr. S. Ghose. Both the 
papers were excellent collection works and as such were highly praised 
for the simple manner in which these two difficult subjects were 
presented. 

The Second Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Wednesday, the 27th September, 1939, at 5-15 p.m. in the Geological 
Lecture Theatre with Dr. P. K. Ghose in chair. Mr. J. B. Auden, M.A. 

(Cantab), F.G.S., etc., of the Geological Survey of India, delivered a 
highly interesting lecture on the Geology of the Central Himalayas. As 
Mr. Auden is an acknowledged authority on the subject, he dealt with 
it as only authorities can. The lecture was illustrated with numerous 
slides of excellent quality. 

The Third Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Saturday, the 9th December, 1939, at 4-30 p.m. in the Geological Lecture 
Theatre with Dr. M. M. Chatterjee, Ph.D. (Lond.), A.R.c.s., etc. in chair. 
Mr. N. K. Bose, M.sc., of the Calcutta University, delivered an interesting 
lecture on a rather ungeological subject. He spoke on the "Distribution 
Method in Cultural Anthropology.'' 

The Fourth Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Wednesday, the 2oth December, 1939, at 4-30 p.m. in the Geological 
Lecture Theatre with Dr. M. M. Chatterjee in chair. About 50 members 
attended the meeting. Mr. S. Guha read a highly interesting paper on 
the "Mineral Resources of Bengal." It was a piece of laborious collectiop"' 
of the scattered data available and was much praised by those present. 

The Fifth Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Monday, the 8th January, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. in the Geological Lecture 
Theatre with Dr. P. K. Ghose in chair. Mter the election of a few 
Associate Members, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta spoke on an "Abandoned Gold 
Mine in Wynad" which he had recently visited. It was highly appre­
ciated and the President appealed to the members to produce more 
original works of this kind. 

The 34th Anniversary of the Institute was held with its usual success 
on Friday, the 19th January, 1940, at 2-45 p.m. in the Geological 
Laboratory with Dr. P. K. Ghose in chair. Mr. W. C. Wordsworth was ' 
the ~hlef Guest on the occasion. The attendance was higher than in any 
preVlous year, about 120 members and distinguished guests being 
present. The programme was as follows :-(I) Group Photo, (2) Opening 
Song, (3) Address by the Chief Guest, (4) Refreshments, (5) Music by 
several members of the Institute, and (6) Cinema Show. The functiOil 
ternrlnated at 7-0 p.m. 

The Sixth Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Thursday, .the 29th February, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. in the Geological Lecture 
Theatre .w1th Dr. M. M. Chatterjee in chair. After the election of a few 
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AssOciate Members, Mr. A. B. Das Gupta, B.se., delivered a highly 
interesting lecture on "An Excursion to Jubbulpore". He described in 
brief the geology artd geography of the area as studied ·by him during a 
College excursion to the area. The lecture was illustrated with numerous 
slides and specimens including a dinosaur limb bone collected by the 
party. 

The Seventh Ordinary General Meeting of the Institute was held on 
Monday, the 4th March, I940, at 5 p.m. in the Geological Lecture Theatre 
with Dr. P. K. Ghose in chair. Mr. S. K. Roy, B.sc., read a very 
interesting paper on ''The Marine Transgressions in the Peninsular India''. 
It dealt with the evidences which prove the occurrence of periods of 
'deluge' in the past and was illustrated with numerous slides showing the 
configuration of the land mass of India in those times. All present were 
treated to tea and light refreshments as usual. 

ANNUAL SPORTS 

AMIYA BHtl'SHAN DAS GUPTA, 
MIHIR KUMAR ROYCHOWDHURY, 

ft. Secretaries. 

ATHLETIC REPORTS 

The Annual Sports of the College came off on Monday, the 29th 
January, on the Baker Laboratory grounds in the presence of a big 
gathering. 

The number of competitors was conskerable. The standard of the 
Athletic feats was high. Mr. Ananda Mukherjee, the Indian Champion 
Pole Vaulter, a student of our Third Year Class, won the· individual 
'@!l.ampionship with 59 points to his credit. As many as three new 
Presidency College records were established. Mention should be made of 
Mr. Abbas Mirza, one of the best Footballers of Calcutta, for his winning 
the 'Sack Race' for the sixth time in succession. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice A. N. Sen presided and Mrs. Sen distributed 
the prizes. Mter the Tug-of-War between the Old Boys and the Staff 
was over, the function came to a close at 6-30 p.m. The item "Go as 
you like" caused a lot of fun; and the Hon'ble President decided in 
favour of Mr. Bimal Datta, who appeared in the role of a "Punwallah." 
The "Rickshawpuller", however, turned out a serious rival to the 
"Punwallah"; the "Coachman" and the "Goatseller" also drew attention 
[)£ the crowd. 

The function was a success. I take this opportunity of expressing 
my gratitude to our Principal, to our Physical. Instructor Mr. S. 
Chakrabarty, to Mr. Sudhangshu Roy the Assistant Secretary and to all 
those who acted as officials and volunteers without whose guidance and 
assistance I could not have managed our sports meeting so successfully. 

The following are the results of various events:-
roo YARDS FLAT RACE: -(I) A. Mirza; (2) S. Sen; (3) A. Mukerjee. 
200 YARDS FLAT RAcE: .--(I) A. Mirza; (2) S. Sen; (3) N. Chatterjee. 

R 
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400 YARDS FLAT RACE: -(I) Niranjan Chatterjee; (2) S. Sen; (3) B. 
Sarker. 

8oo YARDS FL~T RAcE :-{I) S. Ahmed; (2) M. Konar; (3) A. Bose. 
HIGH JUMP :-{I) A. K Mukerjee; (2) K. Abraham; (3) S. Chatterjee. 

HEIGHT 5' 6fl COLLEGE RECORD 
BROAD JuMP :-(1) A. K. Mukerjee; {2) S. D. D. Nichols Roy; (3} S. 

Ahmed. 
HoP STEP JuMP:-(r) A. K. Mukerjee; (2) S.D. D. Nichols Roy; 

(3} P. Das. 
SHuT PuT :-(I) K. Abraham; (2) A. K. Mukerj~e; (3) S. K. Banerjee. 

DISTANCE 27' nf" COLLEGE RECORD 
]AVELLIN THRONE:-(r) H. Hossain; (2) N. Chatterjee; (3) N. Sanyal. 
PoLE VAULT :-(I) A. K. Mukerjee; (2) N. Chatterjee. 

HEIGHT II' 2!" COLLEGE RECORD 
I MILE CYCLE RAcE :-(I) A. Roy; (z) S. D. D. Nichols Roy; (3) D. Sen. 
SAcK RAcE:-(r) A. Mirza; (z) P. Das; (3) ]. Singh. 
zoo YARDS Ex-STUDENT :-(r) Hiren Mallick; (2) Utpal Sen; (3) Amar 

Banerjee. 
RELAY RA<:E 4 x 200=won by Second Year Students. Represented by 

S. Sen; N. Chatterjee; J. Mitra; A. Bhattasaly. 

TuG-oF-WAR-won by 4th Year Class. 
Go-As-You-LIKE :-{I) B. Datta; {z} M. Konar. 
INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP:-A. K. Mukerjee with 59 points. 

· College Blues for 1939 awarded to:­
FooTBALL: -S. Roy, A. Sen. 
BASKETBALL :-D. Maitra, S. Sen Gupta. 
HocKEY :-A. Zaman. 
CRICKET:-D. Das. 
ATHLETICS :-A. K. Mukerjee. 
RoWING :-P. Sen, D. Bose, M. Sen, S. Sen, N. Sen. 

Cricket Cups for I939-40 were awarded to R. Ghose, A. Mozumdar, 
B. Ghose, Bazoria, and R. Roy; and the Special Athletic Proficiency Prize, 
I9J9, to Sunil Munshi. 

CRICKET 

BIMAL CHANDRA DATTA, 
Secretary. 

It is gratifying indeed to record here the notable achievement made 1 

by our College this year in Cricket. Placed in the final against J,:he 
Scottish Church College, our college played a worthy game, and annexed 
the Inter-Collegiate League. The game was a keenly contested one. 

Nirmal Chatterjee batted confidently and bowled wonderfully. 
Dhruba Das contributed much to the success of our side by marvellous 
inswingings. And so did D. Bose. He was recognised as a tower of 
strength to our side, as be bad always been. A. Zaman and S. Ray who 
opened the game in pair, played a very steady game. The excellent 
fielding of A. Sen is worthmentioning. Sushen Gupta also earned the 
gratituCJe of his side by capturing many wickets with his spinners; and 
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\\ 'r:-;:-;ERS OF CALCUTTA l 'N!VERSTTY (RICKET LEAGUE, 1939-~0 

Sitting (left to right):-S. Gupta, R. Bhallacharji (Captain). Prof. S. C. Sarkar (Prof.-in-clwrge of Criclwt), Principal B. 
M. Sen, Prof. J. 0. Bartley, Mr. S. ChakravHty (Pity . /n str.), R. Hay (Hony. Secy.). 

Standing (left to right):-R. Bajoria, A. Sen, D. Das, N. Chatterjet-, S. Roy, D. Bose, B. Chosh, P. Das, H. Ghosh. 



Pl~ESIDENCY COLLEGE FOOTBALL TEAM 
\VI NNEkS OF• ELLIOTT AND HARDIKGE SHIELDS, 1939 

Sitting (left to rigltt):-1{. Bhattacharji, K Nassim, S. Ray (Captain), Principal B. i\1. Sen, Mrs. B. M. Sen, Dr. J. C. 
Sen Gupta (Prof.-in-charge of Football), Abbas. 

Standing (fi.rst row):-A. Dutt (Hony . Secy.), R. Gupta, A. St>n, D. Das, B. Ghose, I. I<undu, S. Gupta, B. Sen, P. Das. 

Standing (second row):-Mali, N. Chatterjee, D. Mitter. 
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Bajoria, P. Das and R. Ghose also made much meritorious contribution 
to the success of our side There was .an excellent team work on out· 
side. 

We also note with pleasure that three players of our College team 
were chosen to play for the Calcu~ University against the Aligarh 
University, and our Nirmal was made the Captain of the University 
team. Our hearty ·congratulations to Nirmal and his team on 'their 

'-victory over the Aligarh University. 

HOCKEY 

R. BHATTACHARYYA, 

Captain. 

This year we have started our hockey season with a good number of 
practice games under the guidance of Mr. S. Chakravarty, our Physical 
Instructor. We are getting the help of Abbas, R. Bhattacharji and 
K. Nassim. We missed our captain R. Gupta in this year for his sudden 
illness. His place is filled by K. Hossain of the 3rd Year Class. On our 
college compound we played several friendly matches, most of which were 
won by our team. We have almost finished our games in the Inter­
Collegiate League with our position in the middle of the League Table. 
We expect this season to be a successful one. 

BASKETBALL AND VOLLEYBALL 

SUBHAS SEN GUPTA, 

Secretary. 

We played in the Intermediate league organised by B. R A. with 
a good side. The most notable players on our side were D. Mitra, S. Sen 
Gupta, S. Chakravarty and B. Sen. Our position in the league fixture 

' was not bad. In the Inter-Collegiate League, our Basketball team did well. 
AI3 the B. B. A. started the knock-out tournament late, our team was 
forced to withdraw from the competition. The reason was that most of 
the players had to sit for the intermediate examination. We played a 
few volleyball matches. Our team was of better colour and we lost no 
game. We concluded our basketball season with an exhibition game. 
After the game was over, a tea party was arranged for the players. 

COLLEGE PLATOONS 

BANGSHI SEN, 

Secretary. 

The. three most important events since our last report are the Annual 
·Camp of Training, the Annual Musketry Course, and the enrolment of 
fresh recruits. 

The Annual Camp of Training this year was held in Calcutta. The 
actual spot was the Ellenborough Course, near the Princeps Ghat. As 
it is a permanent camping ground for military units passing through 
Calcutta, the cadets could indulge in even a few luxuries like bath-rooms, 
which are usually quite unknown to Camp. The two most remarkable 
features of this Camp were its meagre attendance and the absolutely new 
type of training; Although it has been suggested by some that this 
meagre attendance was the direct result of this war, it is my firm 

) 
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conviction that the concurrence of 'epidemic' illness with the time fixed 
for Camp was nothing but a. remarkable piece of coincidence. The training, 
however, made up for this poor attendance and it is the first time in the 
history of the C. U. T. C. that its members learned the mechanism and 
saw demonstrations of anti-aircraft guns firing at (though imaginary) 
aeroplanes. With also lectures like "Fighting in Wazirilands" by Major F. 
H. Willassey Wilsey, the training prov1ded must have been interesting to 
every one. The Camp had also excellent arrangements for recreations 
(thanks to theY. M. C. A. recreation tent) and the Camp fire was a daily 
(or rather a nightly) feature. Lt. Ghoshal, our Company Commander, 
considered games in the evening a healthy sort of recreation but some 
of the cadets seemed to hold a different opinion and branded such games 
as over-exercise. All such petty troubles were forgotten, however, when 
on the qth evening Lt. P. C. Dutt treated the whole Company 
(Presidency and Vidyasagar Colleges) to heavy refreshments. Tfis was 
immediately followed by fresh trouble when two hours later they were 
asked to join the general feast which had been kept as a surprise by the 
Mess Committee. It was with a sad heart that on the 15th evening, the 
members left what was but a few hours before a veritable city of canvas. 

The Annual Musketry Course is a sort of examination for determining 
the shooting efficiency of individual members and also when properly 
tabulated that of the whole Unit. All the members have not fired their 
Annual Musketry Course as yet and even now our College can boast of 
one of the very few Marksmen in the whole C. U. T. C. 

Due to numerous discharges after the annual Camp was over-the 
strength of our Platoons had fallen to a sorry level but fresh enr-olments 
in the last few months have brought these up to nearly their full 
strength. Thanks are due to Lt. S. C. Ghoshal and to Lt. P. C. Dutt 
for the constant help and guidance received in this connection. 

AMIY A BHUSHAN DAS GUPTA, 

Platoon Sergeant. 

FAREWELL TO PROFESSORS. C. BANERJI 

The past and present students of Prof. S. C. Banerji, M.A., B.Sc., 
F.L.S. (Lond.), Senior Professor of Botany, arranged a farewell on the 
occasion of his retirement from service. The function was held on the 
8th October, 1939, in the Botanical Laboratory. Professor S. C. Mahala­
nobis, B.sc. (Edin.), F.R.S.E., I.E.s. (retired), kindly took the chair and 
Principal B. M. Sen and Mrs. Sen graced the occasion by their presence .. 
Most of the botanists of Calcutta, many of whom are Professor Banerji's 
students, attended the function. Professor Mahalanobi'l, Dr. K. P. Biswas, 
Superintendent, Royal Botanical Garden, Professor Tarachand Nundy of 
the Bangabasi College and other speakers dwelt cordially on Professor 
Banerji's attainments as a teacher and scholar. 

An address (in Bengali) in a neat silver casket was presented to 
Professor Banerji and he &ave a suitable reply in acknowledgment. 

A group photo was taken on the occasion and there were arrange­
ments for light refreshments and music by Mr, Mrinal Ghosh and others. 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES 

The following Magazines have been received since we went to press 
last:-

Government Commercial Institute Magazine. 
The Samaldas College Magazine. 
The Calcutta University Law College Magazine. 
Vidyasagar College Magazine. 
Journal of the College of Engineering and Technology, Bengal. 
The Krishna Raman Inter College Magazine. 
St. Xavier's Magazine, Calcutta. 
The Murray College Magazine, Sialkot. 
The Union Magazine, D. A. V. College, Lahore. 
The Rajendra College Magazine. 
The American College Magazine, Madura. 
The Carmichael College Magazine. 
Dyal Singh College Magazine, Lahore. 
A. V. Colleges Magazine and Chronicle. 
Krishnagar College Magazine. 
A Government College Miscellany, Mangalore. 
The Narasinha Dutt College Magazine. 
The Victoria Institution Magazine. 
Bhu-Vidya Journal of the Geological Institute, Presidency 

College 
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6:!t'lt~O{~ ~~J~ ~~ \5fM~ <moo ~~ ~--~ ~ l"" mR~ 
co~ <~'fume~ 1 <IT~ ~"l!RC<l'~ "~~ f.N~ n lltf-00 i!~ ~~ 
~~ ~r m~ f.\'51 ~'§i\ ~~ ~tR~t<:l ~ ~ 1 1R~~ 
( orthodox, classicist ) <!1'1\ ~~9\~ ( (heterodo:x, heretic, roman­

ticist )- <4!1~ ~ ~~'S111 ~~9([~ ~~~ ~~ ~· 101~ C'f~ 

'5!t~il ~I 

~~11; ~~~ ~<til ~~-f ~ 1 101~ ~~ IO!fffi\llf ~5(~ m~ 
~ ~~ I ~~'Of~, ~~ mf.r ~ ~ 'l<t N<li ~{~ 
~ ~~~ mt ~iN~~ ~ 15!<t<~>t-t ~ <!I "''<!~ 9Jf~ ~ C'l 

~~-e ~ ~ 5t' I "t~~ C<tlfO{f ~ ~ 'Cft~ 
~ <!'~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ~~~,~ ~~IS ~'if'~~~ ore~~ <!l'lf.{ ~ 
~~ 1 c~ ~' C'§f ~ 1li~c~ ~~. e<t>~-<fi <£~~, m ~fil~ 1 

m 15!m'l ~f~ ~ ~~ ~ 9\tffi; ~~ ~1 l2ltll ~ 

~~ ~~ 1 ~ ~" (.£)<1\ ?t>f5 ~~~'if'~ m"''~ ~~ ~'lit-! 
9Jf~ lli~~ ~~~I 

'51~ ~ ~~ <!I~"$~~~ ~~~1:~ ~C~i{ ~Wfs , 
~ ~ m~ ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~'€m <rr~ 1 ~ 0 

~~~ ~~tfl:<ft'it: ~\ t<lt'it: ~ I ~ ~~ ~:r:~ 00 

~ W1fi <JSRtl:'§ ~~ ;rfO{f ~~ ~WfJIS ~R ~ ~ ifi <1Sf~ ~ 
'I~ cvrf~ ~C<t I :lf~ (.£)~ ~~~ ift~ ~~ Eros (love­

instinct ) <tf Cll~'G> t <!I~ {~) ~ 9jN~ ~\~~r~ ~111 



~R1: ~<~:~ ~ ~ <i~m ~~tm ~~ ~~ ~~~ ~ ~ 
~Rt~ ( Socialist ) 1 ~~~ 11m ~~h ~~ '<>It~ Dt1l f.l:¥!9\l 

~~~ ~ ~~ <1i~ <!~"~ ~~~~~ ~~~ <!I ~tc*-1 ~ ~~~ 

tWrc<t if! I ~~ \!)~ ~~t'-'Plt~ ~Wrm 1f~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 
~-~~~ )!~ li1"c'it <!~ ~'!t \!>~ ffi ~~ I elite~ '~ 
t!l<f!~B'I <!I~ <ltlfomt ~tll ~ fur~ death -instinct <11 ~J1-W I 
"lfe.li!Vtl~ ~ca'l ¥\<{ ~ ~ ¥!\~~ ~~"'] ~ 9\~~t~ 9JN<l~ 
~~ ~Of ~~C<l ~~$~ <R"1 ~t<t <!I~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ 
-mrt~ ( Fascist ) I 

<I~ ~ lif<t'VC~'SI, 'Si~<!tc'f1f l'ltc~ ~'fJt~~lrn, 1!0l,'('SO\'l~ 

'l~ ~'it~~~~ ~<ltcl'Rt ~\!i ll'tl~J<!tc<rn ~ ~'SI'C"'SI~ ~~'>{ ~a: 
~¥!~1 ~ ~ ~ -s aorfu> if! ~t"' ~~ -.rt~ 
~ ~ ~ ~~ ~\ "5\~~t~ ?\'\~~ \ ~~' ~~ry'\ "Ill,~ 
~~ <!Jfe;~ ~~ ~'!t ~~fun $ I "tN-r~~"'SI ~ "t~~'l~, 

~ ~~ ~ 1!\'<lte~ 9Jf~ ~~ #!~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~ if! I 

~ ~c;s 9Jt~, ~ ~t~-~ ~ 'itm'rt ~~ 1 ~ <!I~ ~~ 9\fu't~ 
~~~ ~~ PI~ ~m \5Pl~ ~~~'S <!I~ 101'M1 "1~~ <!I M C"'~ <~~ftf, 
~ li~~~ ~HI ~~' ~"#ftor ~~<{ ~~ ~~~~ ~~~ I ~ 'Sftf.l, 

True hope is swift and flies with the swallow's wings 
Kings it makes gods and men it makes kings. 



~t~ ~~-(~~a;rt~) 
~~ R£i9f@. 

[ 6~q 1Wi", ~~~J J 

Comrades, my tongue can speak 
No comfortable words, 
Calls to a forlorn hope 
Gives work and not rewards. 

-Cecil Day Lewis. 

~RJ ~<(c:rnr ~l~ I ~1:~ ~f<f~ ~'M~ N<(t~~ ~-~lg\f '~ 

D~ ~J ~~ ~~~R I m ~~ ";J~ Q'J~ <(\!,~ ~~ ~~~ 9J~l\f ~' 
l2tq~ ~<(COl~ 'Oltf~ ~~~t~"l ; ~~~ ?l$1 ~~ \?t 'C!tf1T"' C$1, ~~ ~~~ 

";j~~ ~tP!~ er_~if 'il~ ~ ~ ~m 1 ~tf'l~ c~~ <f~1 c~ iS~ar 
~Slt?:";J 1 ~~ ~~ iSi~ c?t<lf, ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~"' 
;:e;~~ 1 ~1:01~ mA~c~ <1'i~\S 9jfQI~ ~~ ~firm, ~:?:~if ~ ~~1 

""~"" € 11 ~ ~~~ ~~ ~r:if <r~m fifO"Jt~m c?t<lf 1 ~\9 llr-f ~~ 
;:e;t<lf<rt";Jt~ ~~' "<~"!~~€ ~w~ ~~ ~~ ~-'OlM Cl!f.l 11~t~ 
~wW!_<mr f9f~ ~~m m f.r.~ f<flft~ Oil~~ CDt?:~ 'Si?:Olf 1 <mr ~t~ 
~~ ~i?t~~ ~~ ~il ~<r\ R9f~~~~ <21W~m ~il 121~~ ~ful1 
sf9mc~ 1 

Life is a dome of many-coloured glass 

Reflecting the white radiance of eternity. 

-Shelley. 

~<rif ~~ ~~"' ~";J, ~~ ~~ ~?~ ~ l!1t<ll ~1 ~, ~tm ~~ 
~~~~~9(~~1 

~<(01~ ~~ ~ 1>Jq~ ~ ~tcm ~t-s 1>Jq<~' ~~ <ftlfl 1 (!]<f' (!]~ ~'if 
~~~ 12tl%~1 1!1~ ~f'l~ ~~ ~ 1 ~ 1Jf?t c;r ~~ ,~ i1i'~~ ~ 

9fRI<r~~ I ~~ ~ ~\!,<fit~ ~~1 C<f 'Of~ <f~ <l'ffl~j ~ 
'Cl!W~ ~f~ ~ 'Oft~~ ~<fOl~ c;r lbl~'$3\!)1 <r~< ~~ ~ 1 ~ ~ 
~<\!~ ~~~ ~ ~~ ~ "!_~ ~~ ~t~ ~~ ~ ~~ 



~~~ ~"! ~\m I <!~ ~5f ~;rP.t"'nl ;rt~~~-t21~R ~5f 01~, ~P.l~~ <11 
~\out~ Jj~{-?tfitJl~ '4tt51 <fl 15TJ'!1.:Q/01~ ;m, ~ ~~ ~il!i$..y ~ ~ 
~., ~BI~~ ~~ ~$! <t>k~, ~~ ;sjoot?T 15lt<ft~ ~ ~m 
~"lit~ ~~ ~<f~, ~~ "51~J~ ~~t?T9 ~~?f Jlt~P.lct ~<IS ~~ ~=~ 'S ~..,. 
~'~~ ;ret()' ffirn ~1 <21"1%@~ ~~ 1 

~~ ~~ ~~ fS~iQ $;"'P.t" ~"!~ "51~"1~ I ;sjf5l~ ~CO{ l!l~ l!l<!i 

\!!~ ~ ~~ ~ ~<li~ ~!%~ ~'m ~~~ ~~ ~fum w~ 
~ Clf~ I ~ ~\~~?!?f ~?!?f ~~iT ~ "!\~~ 'S ~"f%~ c<!~ 
'{tf'1'5 ~~ 1 ~J<li ~<;~ l!l~?! ~ "51tPmt~, ~'§ oo t21t~"i%<!i ~~ 
~' 011 ~ ~~9ftfVr1s'Mfe;?f ~'1RI<t~~ ~ I 

~~~llf ~~ ~'1 iW <5l'Mt~ ~N~~ ~~~ J~\'¥t~ -s 121~~~ 
~'lfh'! c~~ "ftf5t~tN<'f ~Q/;r~: ~~ f<f~~<[ 'S N~~= ~rn<li f<lm<r I 

'S~ttSli'S~ti ~, <lt~<t ~~ uwm~~ ~f<Wf~ ~t;rJ c~~ "l!t~il~~ ;sj~ 
~5f -s ~t-iro1' ,~~~ ~ ~~~ ~~"!%~ 1ltt(J 1lfffig -s ~~~ 'i~~ ~'f 
lfm~ f<l~<t-~~ 1 ~~?!?f cm~J$~ ~fu~ ~'1~ ~t~ ~t~~J ~<;~ 
~ ~~~ I ~R\ '5liTt~~ ~~ <j~~l:<'f"l 

' God's in His Heaven 

And all's right with this world' 

~ Mf~~-God fulfils Himself in many ways. mf~~ 

~'1M\ Whiteman's burden ~ ~~ f5~~ forr~ ~1.:~if I t!l<F;1 

~ ~~ ;r~ '1filwf'ffil ~f<j • ~~~ ~~~ I 
ffl <llmw.T ~ "<\~~ C<t>~ '1"f-J ~"CQ oiT~ f~ f<l9ftq~ CW<l ~~1 

~~, ~rn<li f.f~1.:<1?f ~ \!)~ ~~01 ~-rr~?tt'R "51~ ~-;(~~~ <~tm1 
C5f<'f, ~~ ~f.f ~~ ~ ; l!l~ ~'1~, ~9(~ "51~f<t ~, "51~fflc~ 
f.r~t~, f<l'111 ~~ ~~ ~~ ~f~~ ~ 1 ~<tr<~~ l!l~ <til? '51~1% ~ "l'ff'J 

~fit"! 011, <!S$Ii{f~~ft'f $f1 ~~ f>M I 

~ 'ft<!~R~t$1 <jf~ <5l$tU m~1 ~"l~m 5f9~~~ c~ ~ 

~ 1 ~;sj~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~~, "'Il~~ '5lf~t\~ c~, 
~N~'S, ~ ~ Clff~, Economic determinism-t!l~ ~Q/J '5lif C'1t1.:<fi?f 

f;r~ '1fflf~ ~ 1 em'"! ~ ~t~ ~~m l!ffil'1'f<l~1.:<1~ :crt~ -s ~t1!J~ 
manifesto ~<~'fit~~ ~ ~\W~ m~'it '<l'fut<'f01 I ~ ~ 



11~, ~A;\~~~ f~~ c~~ ~~ ~<il ~ ~Vft-n 
~at~ ~~ '€ ~~ ~ lie~ I 

t!l~ J'f1RI ~~-~' -~'~~ ~~ ~~'! ~~ ~ ~ ~9( 'lfunl 

~ ~r;~ ~~ c<l'tm c~ iS~ 1 iSft~~ ~!il ~ ~ ~fil 
~~f.{ ~ 1 ~~ ~ ~ J'f~ J'f\~~ ~t~ ~ ~ $fmJ' 
~~t~, C<f if<!l<il tradition ,_gWM<!i ~~~ ~ ~ <l'mtf~ 
c<t'tm ~~~ Rf~ ~m c~ "{t{~~ ~ 1 f-00~ ~ ~ 
~-s of.f~ <fi~ WI 1 ~ ~'lf c~~ ~<R ~~ ~9£ ~ fitm • 
~N~ ~~ l>ftrn~ ~~if ~or <fi~ ~. <ji\5 ~. ~ ~~ ~ 

~'1:!1 ~~ f~~ <I'Rt1!1 NC~ "11~ I 
~~~ ~<ror ~sr1 ~ ~ 1 ~, 9f'tftf<!ifi<li~, c~, mr1 ~m 

~mt J'f~ ~~ ~ '51~ \!!~<!it~~ ~~'11 \;~~m ~ 1 

~~ ~'f~~m9f ONI Nil ~~ C<!<t't~J'f~~ '€ ~~<! I 15ll!~, ~~~. 
~01. C<fit;r~~t~ 1~~ R~~ i!!ff"f<li '€ ~~'~ f.l1r9lm ~ ~ 
fm:<~' 101~~ ~~ 1 <:SW ~<t' ~~ ~c~ ~~ J'l?J! <t'~ 0!1 ~ 'P!~ 
W-tc~ J'fPU<flif ~9 <!'ij;r Ciff~ot~ ~ ~<:Of$f ~ ~ m9!9 <mc<r ~ I 
~ <f!lt~ ~~t9f ~~ T~. ~~~ "*~"~~<~' ~~m ~~ ~ 
~if~'Si~l 
~~ K~ -l't~ ~~~ <fi~ Ht~ 1 (Astro-physics}~ 

~fijr~~ O{f;ft ~~. ~tmr ~ ~ <r~~~ ~ ~ 
mt't1 ~ fil'i 1 ~1:~01~ (Biology) ~-s ~ '5!tlitm9 ~ 1 

\!!PfC<!i lr<:~~ ,, ~rfi!;;;;J1l, ~\, \!IMJ'f c2t~ O{~~R'f ~~c'f~ il'R1 ~~ 
"I,~if ~ ~ '!~~ iS~tM~ <!ilWlif 1 Jm;Ej~ ~if ~ 'ltlf'i1, Id, 

Ego '€ ~~~<!' ~~~~ 101t~~ ~;;; ~ ~~ "1~ m 
~Mt~ 1 ~ro~ :src~~, Rem~ ~ ~~ f~9fc~ 15t"fif1 ~ Qlff~ '· 
otTGrmr ~ ~~ R:~~ ~ I 
~ ~~ l>ft~R ~~-'!f;r~ ~<!"{ ~ ~ ~'1 ~m ~~I 

i!tif1 f<i~~ ~<\"~~ '€ ~<ji ~'ifr"f~ 11\'<lt~, ~~~ ~~ 
'€ \!!~"<lit~~ ~C<!, ~~~ <If~ ~fu;t~, qf'~fC~ ~~ 

R~'~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~m-~ 1 '5ffl --rf<(jirtfi'tz ~ ~rr ~ctrn -r~ 
~Q'(t~ ~ 'Sf~ ~~~ C't c15'1~ ifZ ~ ~, ~-s: ~~ ti"'tf~ I ~ 



~~ 'EI i!t'l1 \&l?:<r~ ~~ f<t~i! i5~ ~~~ 1 ~9\ftt '51~ 
<!1~1 i5cq5t, ~~l;j ~~"\~, <!1~1 '51~ '61t"m~ ~<{, Qfo{ <!\~ futtf; 

~rt"l?ftm~ ~~ ~i{ ~'e'M"'~ 5~ Cl!M"ifl 'Olt~t"Ofll ~9f\1 ~~ <f'lltil 9f'll> ~~ 
~I 

~~ ;f5t~ C'fti! f<t~c~ 'f;\"6~, Clft"l f<t~~ W~~ ~ I ~~ll ~~~ 
~ ~ • ~' <!l'l"l;i insecurity 'EI frustration-<!l\1 ~~ '51t~tffl"5tc<!> 
-a. hea.p of broken images-<!l 9\'Rt~~ ~~ 1 

'S!t"\1 ;@, ~'11 i!tt ~~~~ ilt~. ~~ i!t~, f<t;~ ~~ ;f~ ~~ 
~-s il~, <ott~ 'Oii!~~~<tJ ~~1;1 C<tVRi, ~ JfC'lf~, ~~J1, ~~~. mf.{, '511~ 
<!l<fb115\'i~"l f<t~~ ~ ~l\1 <1>: ~1 I 

~q-~ 'If~ <1itC<tHf f<t~~ C~t5t ~~ ~ <1it<tJ <!\~ ~C~5t, 
<5!~f% '13 '51<((~ <tJ~ ~<t ~<fM ~ <{t~T I 

Industrial changes have broken up the old culture based on an agricul­

tural community in which poor and wealthy are alike concerned, and on a 

church which bore a vital relation to the state. Parallel with this and 

related to it, there has been a decay of the old moral and religious order, a 

change in the basis of education, which have become more and more strictly 

scientific. Religion and classical learning, which once provided myths and 

legends symbolising the purposes of society and the role of the individual, 

have declined and the disorder weighs heavily upon the serious poet. 

m~ ~ ~ ~ ~i'<{~~nT f<t~~ I <!\~ ~~ ll~~~ "1~ C~ 
~q '5!~ C'ft"l ~~ ~ '5!fq~ ~ I CJ'f~~ '5!~'ft~"l <ff~ <1it<tJ ~ vague 

~~'inchoate, i!t"l1 allusion ~9 I ~cmtc~ ~ c~~ r.r~~ <~>~Of! 5tM~ 

<!'t~i! 'to myths rather than dreams' I ~~ <t1 ~~SI fD~~~tc~ 

sublimate<~>~~ ~\1~~ (T.S. Eliot-Murder in the Cathedral) 

C~ qj 'lt~ll <2!15fClll C'ftCOfj ~ '121"~1%~ J'ft~ ~ classic <t1 

·romantic ?ffir~~ 'iC<D' '5!t~~ C~CiST'f, <t~~ ~ ~ <ll"ffrc~ ~ 
~~1, c<PtCOfl ~ (Spender, Pound '5(Qj'1"1 Auden) ftfif~ 'Oi~~C<!I" 

'1\~ -s ~"!~ <ti~C~ #!~"! m ~~ ~ <\'! I f<l;~ ~~ 'i!"C~ ~~­
~ ~~ Df~ cynic ~~ 9(~ 9ft'Sm m I ~Ci!'f~ 'Oifi!"5!1 I 

~~'! <!l~ 'Oif.\"15~~ ~<( <{(Of! <t>fut~ : 
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 



The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywP.ere 

The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 

The best lack all convention, while the worst 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

T. S. Eliot~~ Wa:steland-<!1 ~~ <!!~ ~t~ l2t<II"M ~t~-1'~ 
<£!~ ~~. C'if~ ~I~ 9JN~~ W'lf' ~ fu'f ptfun AA ~~~: 

Here is no water but only rock 

Rock and no water and the sandy road 

The road winding above among the mountainS 

Which are mountains of rock without water 

If there were water we should stop and drink 

Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think. 

Here one can neither stand not lie nor sit 

There is not even silence in the mountains 

But dry sterile thunder without rain 

There is not even solitude in the mountains 

But red sullen faces sneer and snarl 

From doors of mudcracked houses. 

If there were water 

And no rock 

If there were rock · 

And also water 

And water 

A spring 

A pool among the rock 

But there is no water. 

<ffif ~ <!!~ <li~ ~'I <lifmn Eliot ~ ~ 1£M~Ic~ OO!f'! 

~ ~ f ~~ ~•BI~, ~IS ~9(fr:~ l 
~~ Qf ~1 15l<i1fif<t~t"f ~~~ <ifur1 o~ Eliot ~ ~ 

~ ~~' ~"1' cynic : 
What is the sound high in the air 

Murmur of maternal lamentation 

Who are those hooded hprdes swarming 

Over endless plains, stumbling in cracked eart:ll 

Ringed by the fiat horizon only 

What is the city over the mountains 

Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air 

• 



Falling towers 

Jerusalem, Athens, Alexandria 

Vienna, London 

Unreal. 

~l Eliot '51t"tl <fit~ ~~ ~lli~1 ~ ~~' 
•.. In a flash of lightning. Then a damp gust 

Bringing rain 

Ganga was sunken, and the limp leaves 

Waited for rain, while the black clouds 

Gathered far distant, over Himavant. 

The jungle crouched, humped in silence. 

, Then spoke the thunder ... 

~ ~m 'S ~~ ~~ <.!)~ ~Tt"'1 ~ill\ <~~ 'lWe{ ~~ 1 

Triumphal march ~s<t' "<1'M'§'t~ Eliot ~"'Jll'til' ~N~ '511~<ffil ~ 

~' 
5,8oo,ooo rifles and carbines 

102,000 machine guns 

28,ooo trench motors 

53,000 field and heavy guns 

I cannot tell how many projectiles, mines and fuses, 

Now come the virgins bearing urns, urns containing 

Dust 

Dust 

Dust of dust, and now 

Stone, bronze, stone, steel, stone, oakleaves; horses, heels. 

~ '1iflf?l ~~ ~tf>fm ·-sa 
This is the dead land 

This is the cactus land 

... The eyes are not here 

There are no eyes here 

In this valley of dying stars. 

lli~, ~~ 9JN~ M~tc~ ~iiml I 

Resign ( Statesman ), <lt"1if, 
Give us a light? 

Light 

Light 

Et les soldats faisaient 1a haie? 

<fiR <WR, Resign Resign 

ILS LA FAISAIENT 



<t>f<f ~ ~ Of! sttful1 cynic ~~, dispassionate ~~Of, 
When lovely woman stoops to folly and 

Paces about her room again, alone, 

She smooths her hair with automatic hand 

And puts a record in the gramophone. 

Murder in the Cathedral '<tl't<U-OitiGJ Eliot 'confronts a world growing 

always terrible with a religion like that of some great statesman, a pity not 

less poignant because it tempers the prayer book with the results of mathe­

matical philosophy.' 

Nif.! <TMcafe:r~~c~~ ~~ W-11 
Peace. And let them be, in their exaltation. 

They speak better than they know, and beyond your understanding, 

They know and do not know, that acting is suffering 

And suffering is action. Neither does the actor suffer 

Nor the patient act. But both are :fiXed 

In an eternal action, an eternal patience 

To which all must consent that it may be willed 

And which all must suffer that they may will it, 

That the pattern may subsist, for the pattern is the action 

And the suffering, that the wheel may tum and still 

Be forever still. 

Pound-(!!~ ~n:~ ~~ ~ Off~ ~, Pour L' Election De Son 

Sepulchre(!! ~-9f~ffi ~~ ~~ 121~ 9ft~~ <\Mt\!IC~ 
Those fought in any case, 

And some believing pro domo, in any case .... 

Some quick to arm 

Some for adventure, 

Some from fear of weakness, 

Some from fear of censure 

Died some, propatria non 'dulce' non 'et de cor' 

Came home, home to a lie 

home to many deceits, 

home to old lies and new infamy 

usury age-old and age-thick 

and liars in public places. 

Daring as never before, wastage as never before. 
( 



Young blood and high blood 

fair cheeks and fine bodies, 

disillusions as never told in the old days, 

Mysterious, trench confessions, 

Laughter out of dead bellies, 

There died a myriad, 

And of the best, among them 

For an old bitch gone in the teeth, 

For a botched civilization .... 

Owen-J!l~ Exposure -e Yeats·~~ Easter, 1916 ~~?!, c~~~t ~1 
~<f O{W-purgatorial shadows. 

These are men whose minds the Dead have ravished. 

Memory figures in their hair of murders, 

Multitudinous murders they once witnessed 

Wading sloughs of flesh these helpless wonder. 

Treading blood from lungs that had loved laughter. 

On their sense 

Sunlight seems a blood smear, night comes blood-black, 

Dawn breaks open like a wound that bleeds afresh. 

~i "'!i i!Bl~t~ Awful falseness of set-smiling corpses ~<1lt"t <II~!:~ 1 

Eliot-C<Il ~ SW¥ 
We are the hollow men 

We are the staffed men 

Leaning together 

Headpiece :filled with straw. Alas! 

Our dried voices, when 

We whisper together 

Are quiet and meaningless 

As wind in dry grass 

... Shape without form, shade without colour 

Paralysed force, gesture without motion. 

'!il~ Herber Read-C<Il ~ ~ 

My men, my modern Christs, 

Your bloody agony confronts the world. 



Now I see, either the world is mechanic force 

and this the last tragic act, portending 

endless hate and blind reversion 

back to the tents and healthy lusts 

of animal men (The End of a War) 

lJ~ tt_~ ~ m ~P~m~, ~ ~ ~ ~'!fun fut~ 1 

Day Lewis-~ ~rmr 
We he down with tears 

And waken but to weep 

(Tempt me no more), 

ffl <!!~ ~ ~1:~'€ Lewis '51~ ~ ~9)- ~ott~ 
We seek a new world through workings old 

Whose hope lies like seed in the loins of earth, 

Whose dawn draws gold from the roots of darkness 

Not shy of light nor shrinking from shadow 

Train shall spring from tunnel to terminus 

Out on the plain shall the pioneer plunge 

Earth reveal what veins fed, what hill covered, 

Lovely the leap, explosion into light. 

~t~f.!<li <li~lf~ ~~ '5lt~~ <!!~ '5/~"if $1Mhl ~m ~N ' 
<!!~ ~'~~ ~ ~~ ~J'!)~ ~i{ '51~ ~<ll" ~m ~$~ 

• ~C~ -toward a reorganization of human evaluations. '1_\l~i{ 

clf~ '!<!~~ i{~ ~ 0{~, -much of their traditions are operative still 

-in millions of chance combinations of related and unrelated detail, 

psychological reference, figures of speech, precepts, etc. ~~: mfil'J,. 0 

~~~, ~ {9 IS P!l;-sm~~ <ll'!C<U ~~ ~ ~ 9£~ I 

~9f~~Bt 9ft~m ~~~"if~')~ 9ft{<f'J ~~tR<Il", ~~IS I ~~~ 
<l'tro <!!~ '!~"if ~11 Of~ <rh! I ~9f~J ~~~ ~~~ I c<f ~"f ~~ 
IS 1li9f<ll" ~~ ~~ ~ "5l"~ 1~<!~, ~~<f ~ "5l"Rl ~~~ ~caT <ll"~rn~ IS 

'5/t9JI~1~~ ~f~ I ~f~ <!Pr.f ~ c<;~ ~-<!>~'€ Vers libra, <f~IS 

~firQf-~~tc~ ~~~~ ~9f~ <U~'if~, ~R>~m 9J..'i'~9f 12t~~ ~' ~ 



~ ~ ~ ~;u ~ ~ "!!f<!~~ IS symbolism·(!]~ '51'f~ ~~Cj 'Ol~ 
f<!N' il1f I Unconventional ~ IS ~'f ~~ ~<;\~ ~tRlA1 'Olt"li 

~~' ~~ ~<!' ~"'! )'jt~~HI ~~~ ~~I ~Wf$f ~~r;~;r 'Ol~­
,CS~"I ~ c${ ~<21~~ <:~<11"4'1 ~~ ~~ IS primordial feelings 

'C<Itm ~ ~ ~~ ~m ~<rr "!!t~ ~~~ 1 <ft<~J ~~ t!l~ 
inchoate, t!l~ orchestrated 1 B!fJ:I ~~ f<t~il '<1115 ~'<It~ ~~~tte{ 

<ft<ij ~~I 

'Olt~ ~ ~ )'j<t>4'j ~~~ ~(~ ~~fuRrt ~~~M~ 'll~j I 

'51f~ lfPrtW" 9fvrt~ ~C~~ lfe"'l ~~'(.{ ~4'1 I ~ fiS~, Plt-r~~ C~'iJ:~~ 
~"f "ffJ, 'F! ~~ ~m ~<~~" ~ ~m ~fofcm:~ ~ "5\t'<~t~ ~, ~~ 
~ ~5l'RI, "5\?:i{<t> Ff9f~~<rll1 '<l~ ~~~ "511~ 1~~ ~~ ~~ 
'{m1 ~ 1 ~ ~ #!<~~"<'! ~~ ~~fst;~ ~ t!l<t> ~c~ · aiR~ <~'~ <ff<rn 
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nothing by its direct opposite, nervous obsession, nightmare, stammer­
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nants with inexplicable characters and motives, grotesque figures out 
of a child's book of beasts.' 
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~ ~fuf ~ ~ \9 AAff ~ ~ ~ <t~~J> ~ ifl't Cf~'ltl, ~1 
\9 ~ <£Ri t!J<I' <t~~. ~ ~ Cf~~. ~~~ ~ ~~ <lPl{l 

c>09fi! '$1~ ~ <~~~ ~'?( -1m~ mr~, ~ '*' ~~ ~ -n, 
~DC~~~ ~·<tS~ ~ ~<I'€ iN, "f%f.t ~11i'1 '<!'~ '<I''Olif\S <fC'Iif\9 ~I 

t!J Jf"~ <tffl:II6Cdi'~ ~ ""9f~~~ ~ ~~~ 'Of~iftf1 ~~ 'ln!1 'l~C'I I 

~~ ~~ \S ~t~~ ~lift{ ~9f ~ ~ ~m ms;!f '6filll! 

~0{1 <(S~ I AA ~~ ""9(~~ <l~iil-llfPI~1 fi~~~ 
~ ~ '111~ ~G'J 0{1 I Q!~?;if ~i!Ofj ~-~~'!i . ~~r.T ~J 

~~ ~ ~ ~~~'t~ ~ ~~I AA ~<I~ -lt~'!i ~ 
~'f ~t~ '\S ~~ -It~ ~St~'!i<j~<(S ~~· ~~t~otl <lt~'Wt 

~~ ;@, <lf~~ ~~ ~if, m mG'Jrn ~~ ~~ , <tt~~ 
~ ~9f mtt <tSt~r 1%f.l" ~~ ~ ~m <~~~1-'<~tt~ 
~~ ~'1~~ lit<!! I ~~ '<tSM~ '6ft~, '1<;~ ~ ~ ~~ fitfit ~~. 
-e~~~ ~ ~ ~~f~<f'film~~~~~ '1G'J~ 

~ ~~ ~~ ~. <!I~ ~~Jf'l ~~vr 1' 

9ft~#£ \9 C'lt~ ~ ~"'! ~if1 <tSful1 <{~Of Mf~f?;~if, '1m~ 
~ C~ ~-tl '<!~~ "l!f~'f ~ffl'c~ ~ <lf~'i~ CJf ~~ '<IC~ ~~ 
~ ~!Wtl~ ~~t<;~ ~ '1m~if <IMC\!i 9ft1l1 ~ iil1 I CJf 7f~~ ~­
~c~~ ~ <t(OI1 Clff~ 9(t-s~j m, ~~ ~~ ~ <fMm C<ftl1 ~. 

~ '<1'11~ ~ ~~~ I '1m~ (.!l't!Js tftffR ~ ~~ <!l~ Clf~1 ~' 
CV ~~ ~ ~<fi ~ f.!f~ ~ I ~tif -lt~Wr <ft~g~~ ~~ 
~'l'~~ ~~ ~~ ,-- ~t'1f5 s~11 c~ "<tS~~ <!l~ Jim~ 'Oftf~~~, 
<.!1~ ~ '6fN~ cerntf~, ~~ ~ ~ ~iilt~ fiotc1l'Rfcl, ~ 
~ ~~-s~et<ql ~~"'fiil, t!l~ ~ ~~'Jltif<l, <!!~ ~~ c~<~ c~ 
~~ ~~. '6f~ ~<t 7ftf~J 1 ~$f21f-t \S ~ 11f'!)~ ~~~ ~~c~ 
~ '6ftf~~ I t!J~ ~ -t~~ <ft~g~ ~f'rli ci9fltJ%~ <ft~~~ 
~'1· ~~t~ ~1Wf, C1!11i~ \!i~~~ <11 \5~'1C~ '6ft~ '<I'~Ofe ~~ ~ I 



~~ ~~ ~c~:~J '5ft~ ~~ 'Of~" lf'9t'f Off~ l~ ~ c~~~ 
i9Rf 5ft~1 Qft~. m <:;rt~ ~~ "'i1ii, • ~ fif<li1 Clft~ 
~~ ~ ~~ ~~~ llft1fil ~ \!l<F~tf.! ~ ~ ~rwal ~~I 

{lfft.{ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~ <tt~9fl ~ \flt~ ~gy, ~fiR 
~~ ~G'Jt~ ~ ~'hl ~amr ~~., en, ~ :q"~ ~t~ ~nr ~t( c~' 
~ vrtf$1 L- <ffi."'l'hl ~~ ffl~ 9fC~ ~~ C'f 9ft~ ~\a'ft~ ~ ~$1' 

~ 9fW ~ I <tt~~ CllM'ifl c;rt~ "~~ R"l.tet ~ I ~~ 
f~ ~ ~~ ~ \5ft~. ~ ~ ~~ ~ 9ft-s{l <mr, ~ ~~~~ 
~ ~~c~ ~ ~ ~"{t9fil <ffll~. ~ ~~~ott~~~~ 

mclff~r 

~~~~ ~~~ ~<f$ ~"~ fl'l ~. ~ ~n~ f<1r Dt~i~'l, 
r~ ~~1'1 1SCI'if~ ~ ,~ <IS~ <r'l1 ~ .,~ 1 ~ <IS~ ~~lef llf~~ 
<tl~~ 9ft'lf ~~ ~ ~~ I <!~;r5'& Dt~~ 'Gitf%~~1, ell~ 

1S9f~ ~~ rvrm c<;~~ ~ 1 ~~ \!!~ ~ ~m, t£1 ~f.rl 
f~ ~ ~if Ofl, ~~ ~ "!~ <!~llWt9fl" ~ ~ '11-~ 

~r.:rn ~WI'~ ~~15&, ~ ~~ ~!ii'U ~~or, ~ ~ 
~at ~ "5fMffl'ife<f ~ I C'fC"f ~ ~ ~I:{J Jt<fiJ ~ '11 

<lif~vr ~~~ ~. <t\"1~. ~'if:5, ~~. ~Fft<;~~ \!!~ ~r ~~ wtr~$! 

~ <ffm ~ ~ r mm ell~~~~ <l~Of, ~ ~t1'! ~9ft~~. 
c<liR, ~ cm~M ll~ t!l<li ~~~ f~~ 91t~ 7 ~f.! <!~, ~~llf~ 
ll<R ~ 'O{C~ ~. ~'R Cl'f~i!j'hJ: ~ ~~ ~ ~\ ~lil5t1'!'1 ~fW!'I 

C'f~ ~i!f<it1'! ~-~c~ ;IT~ 1 <FR~. ;rt~J, llffe.c~, ~fij>ci!j, ~. 
"l!~t~ ~<1"11~"1 t!l~ ~~ 1 ~ ~~ ~c~'f55t~ t!l~ ~~ ~~~~ 
Of~, C~'€fi!~'hl <;j~ ~ ~~ t!l~\ Cll~~ <.!iflif ~ ~ ~ 
~~ 1ffi~1 'Oft~ I <!~~ Oflef~~ CI5C~ ~~ C<Ffef ~ itm <t~ffl~ i{1 I 

~t~~ ~ ~~ llflf'fl11 lfif t!l~ ~ I ~~ c~t!S ~~~ ~lfJ '!~ $ I 

)f'~ }fC"If~1'! ~~m ~ ~ ~ ~~il, w~ ~~$, ~~ ~~ 
~tiSf ~<~ 1 m <~~~1'1 llt~t~~ ~ rn"f ~~ ;r~ ~~. ~~ t£1 ~~ 
\!!<Fffl<l <ft!S~ <rt~, ~Of ~~ "~~ ~tc~, ~ 11~~~~ iffl, 

~~;rtrn:~~;,y ~at ~~ t!l~ <m~~ ~~ ~t ~ci 
~ ~ ~~ t!l<f\ c~~i{ ~t!l Clrt<!"f·'SM-~ C1'!tf~ C<F !' 



'6l~<q1C~'Sl ~~ 

~~~ 

[~~~-~] 

?(W;~ ~ ~~ ~'41 <Wf ~~ ~ <II'~ ;@[ I C'r ~~ 
~'!! c<m~ ~r=5(tS~, ~~ 15l<!C5~ ~~ ~iSiJ 1 m ~ <l'C'T 

~ ~~J ~ C<t' ~~ ? C<~i\5' ~ <.!l~ <f~ <1~~ ~~~r;<~S ~~~"'IC~HI t!l~-C1f 
littf~ RC'!l elf~~ ~1 ~·M ~11 <:Dft~ ~ : ~~~ 1ft~ ~ ~ Sli9f 

c~ ~ ~ ~<fl, ~~ ~~ ~-~11 ~'if '5hf ~ ~tcQf; 

~~ ~ ~ fll ~~ fuiflifr ~'!(-<:<{ ~ '5\te~ ffi~ ~~' 

~~,~~~ 

mlifr ~~ ~~ ~ ~ <.!l<f~ <ii'</1 1 ?('~ <t'~ ~ !)ti( 

~~9 C<fC'if I &fe~ ~ ~ <:<{ ~ ~. "'~ '$ ~~ ~~ t!lt'J 

~ ~ ~. ~~ ~ ~ ~<111 ~ ~ ~ m ~<;C~j~C~if 

~.g~ I ~r;<; ~<f ?fb~ ~C<f ~ ~m I 

~c~ f~?f~~ ~~ ~ '$ ~,~, ~rn ~~~ '$ film~ ~~ 

~~ ?f~l; ~·C'!l '€~ C~~ ~ C<ft~t'!l€ ~ -ri I ~ ~<f i!!it"l~ 

~'r=if ~lnf ~~rc<~'~ 1ft~ ~~ "'~ ~'!II ~~ f<f~ wm 
~ ~ em~ ~~~ <.!l~ ~q f<fFWr w~~ '$ 'Cilrort~ Of~ ~ ~ ~Q( 
?ffifD~ ~m ~ ~~9 ~~ <lim <r~~ ~-s <t>'~ ~~ "11 1 

~ ~~ '<ft<fl <.!l~ i>J..~ ~·~ W'l~ I ~Hilftif~ <.!l~ ~<f ~~ 

~ CO'Im ~~~~'if~. <.!l~ ~ ~ ~~~. ?f~ 'e ~~ 
11tt~ ~~ ~. <$1 <!i'</1 ~l$l'~ ~ ~~on ~~ ~ ~~ 
~'C'I ~ ~j ~f<l>~ I 

~ ~~-~ ~ I fu;rifj ~~~ <$Ti fu~ ~ ~ <fi'~ ~ 

~t-s ~~We~ ~ffi ~: ~ ~~~~ ~~ ~0{ ~·~ 9ff1!~ 
'!l~ ~f<l'f! ~ I RWlf ~ ~ ~ ~"'I~~ ~tc<f ~ C5tc~ 
~~' ~ 9ffi!~~~ <!it~~;rrn c<@!~ 9J~ ~ ~ ~ I 

~ 



88 

~~~;srtvr~ \2f'<t~ ~$ ~ WCi? ~ ~ \S ~Ci11~~ 
Clfl~ I ~ ~\~ ~ C~ ~~ f.ml~ ~~-0 ~~ 
~~ ~'<ti-m ~'~~~ ~0{ ~, _ill~~ <ftC~~ c~~ ~ 
·~ ~ ~I ~ ~ ~~ 0ffl1 :fit~-~~ ~ ~~ 
~ C<lf\I#C{{~Q'j I '!\$C~ ~~ C'! ~ 15ft~-~~~ ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ 'Ql~ ~I C'l~~~9ft~~F6~ 
~~~ ~~"!~ ~ ~~ ~ tf!>C)j ~~ \5~ ~ ~'C{{ ~~ ~~~ 
~~~ \S~~ ~@, ~~ ~·~~~~'5lt!li 
'Qlf<liM ~ .. ~ ! ~O{m'e ~~. lft~ ~~ <IR:f!'i DtM~ m ~~~ I 
~~~ '5fm! )'fj~C~J~ ~~ <!l~ <!l~ ~~ 1~~ WTC~ ~~ 1. ~ 
~ ~~, ~' ~ ~ ~~ <11\~ 'lt~-~{-c~~ ~~ ~ 
.~ -€~ ~ C'f\Sm ~:~'! Of~WS 5f{{ ! ~~ ~~ ClfC"t C"fC""' ~~ 
<!l~ ~'~ "fm ~:f! '5ft9J.tl~ 9ffu~ ~·c~ ~ <2P.it1f 1 

~~~ ~ ~ <~~ ~@~, m s~ lftlfl, m ~~ ~ 
~-~ <li~ ~ ~@ I 'Qltm \S ~ '<tt~ 9ft('liJ I ~~ 
~ ~' ~ ~ ct't511 ~~ ~;s'f ~ ~'~~ ~~ ~~~ 
~~ I ~ ~· 'QlM1 ~ ~ ! 11~ ~'li ~~ 1 Ofl'l ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ll sn9f I <!l~ l!l<li ~ (!}<ji (!}'li nOI ~ I 

;srt~')m <FQjj ~ (!}<!' ~'1, ~~ ~ (!}~ ~cct 1 &t<$fl ~ ~­
~~ ~ C'ft~ \S ~~'li, ~~ ~~ C1f~Cifl i'ftc~ ~~. @c~ 
~~ 1 ~ (!}~ ~~{{ (!}~ ~ c!PfM 'Qlt9ft~ 9ft(cm l«tfJ\S 'Oft~ (!}~ 
~~ ~ 'ftW1 C5fc~ Of~ if! C~'S, ~liD! ~~<I ~ ~ I ~ 

~'SIR ~ Rn,il~1 ~€ ~ ~J <,£1~01 ~'li~ ~ ~t~ ~ ~~ 
'Cifl ~ a'!Jt~' 'Of~~ '(!}~nt ~ qyJf'G',-c<l~ (!}C:fl 'ftifl ~ c~ 
~ ~ ~'5 ~<ffir I 'Qlt~-~ :fll:'IJ\S ~~ 1!1~ 1!1~ '~' 
'5ft~ C<f ~ ~ ~. ~~ )jf~lf, ~ ~ (!}~, ~ (!}~, ~~ 
(!}~ I 1!1~ ~ ~ 'l~~o:t~ "1R' CIT~ fif~ ; O{f OHI <11 N'li I <!\~ 
~ ~ ~ m 1 ·c~~ elf~~~ "-~)j] ~ ~·, 
~ ·~ 9f'~ ~~ ~ Q'jfc<if ~ <!l~ 'Sl~ I ?{~ <!\~ 

<!l~ ·~ ~ ~ lfrn ~ ~ .. ~ ~!JRI ~' ~~ 
<li~ ~ ~ I ~~ \!1~. ·~9ffft~<;§ I ~ ~'5 ~ ift!;'if I 



8t 

~011 Cil!~r<li~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ t1lt'! '~ 'Uil ~ 
~~ ~~ ~i{ ~ c!? ~~ ~ C'l'~ ~~ "~ ~ COotl, C;fflr < 

~ 9jt5T;j ~~ lWJf '51~ ~ ~ ~ '511~, ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ 1 m <rn~ ~ WT C'fi{ f.!~ <n~ C'i~ 1 1ft~ ~ C'!t~ 
'ffo1-qs~ ~ ~ ~~ l t;5~ Qi ~ ~ "~ "~ ~r.t 
~~ m ;r~ ' c!? ~ <~~twltr ~~ ~ ~~"!~ ~~~ ~ 
'QjM ~~, ~f.!~~ ~~ itre" ClWI ~t~ ~ '!i'~ Of~ t 

~ ~<f' ~ C~<f' ~ ~" ~ C<f'tOl <l'~<ll" i1i~ -.'~ 
~~~ <~ C~ <t~'~ ~ '!i. ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~'U I ~~~ ~ C'lf 

~ ~ <IS'~~ ~r<l ~ ~ f.!~~ ~~ ~ <II'~ ~ <l'~till I 

'OI~C!, ~~~ c9!Tl~ ~ · 01~tt"' c<1~~ e<1 ~ c~ ~ -qs'~ ~~ 
\9 e<1 li'tml ~'tff <!i'~ ~<r ~tt~ lfe~ ~~~ '$rht ~~ Rflill~ 

~~J'S '01~ <!l~ ~~~I 
~ ~~ Browning-~ Qi~ Last Ride Together <m;'!i~ <!l~ 

~ ~~<{-
(And you, great sculptor-so you gave 
A score of years to art, her slave, 
And that's your Venus-) 

<!l~ 'OI~t;r ~ ~·., <!l~til' <t~'t~-

~ '5t~"ll. ~ ~~ ~ll 

3ft'!lit1l '!'! 'F! ~Jj ~ffl f.lll"l! 
Slf~ ~"I'IIJ i!i<>t>i't 

l!ofil!~~l 

( ~f.l'§ 9fl!itf'ot~. ~~~ ~) 

~~~ <I'~ 1:51~ ~ <f'~; <it~a;i1! 1:5j~<qi ~ ~ 
~CiA ~~ <l'iRt~ 'lte~ l ~~ li~ 9(fil~ ~'"! ~ <!l<q> ~ I 

151~ fuvM WT-~~ '01~ ~vrifj ~~ ~tift ~ffi~ ~ ~ 
·~~ 'Olt<fi~'l ~ <li'~~ I ~111 ~ ~'"! ~~~~ C<1 ~ ~~ 
~~if! ~ ~ "<~''~ ~ ~ ~~~WI~~~~~ or~ c~ ~ 
~f\s~t~!G 'O!~N<f' ~Vfit~ <1>'~ c~~~ <t'ta; t 'i~ ~'SA~ 
%t cott~ ~ ~ ~~ 'Olt~il <~''4~1 ~R <lilC\!i c~ <t'tQT t 

~c$~~~~~~~1 ~<l5111~~~ (~~ 
C<l~ ~ ~ <!l~ ~"f m?! c-nl ~~ ~~ ~T~~ ) ; ~1i; ~'VI ~ 'it<!-



~ 1 ~t~G'f ~'~ ~-~ ~Rtll '*1 ~Cirn ~-~; ~ 
~~ ~'~ \!)'R! <.flt'l-~ ~ ~ I ~~'51~~~~~~ 
~ WM" \!)~R ~~ ~ ~('ll" t IOftlTm Ql~ ~~~ ~ '~ ~~ 
~J'S ~ C~ <fi~ I ~~ ~~ <r~ lij~~ t!ICJI t!lfl ~ 

\!)~ J'ft~~J ~ ~ 1 l!ll~ c$ ~~ ~~"11 ~~ -e ~~. 
~Rl~ ~ ~tfl, ~lS ~~ll ~ ~~ ~ ~9\Sii~ ~~nt ~I 
liWl1 ~m 'ft'l ~ Z!f ~!Jf~, \!)'R! em~ c£t C<!R~ ~ ~ ~ 1 

~ ~ ~~ ~<¥ ~~ m~~ ~ ~ <t>~~ ~aor ~ ~~~ 
~ \!)mf <Tttfl ~.,. '5!~-e. ~ <tt~ ~ ~~ ~ "51~~ ~~ CO!~ 
~9( \S ~=~~ ~cr c<r ·c~€' '5!~-s ~tc<t> ff'~ ~ 1. ~ Iii~ 
'~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ \S ~ ~C\!) (A '$f'l \9 f1if~ ~ 
~ c<Rif <!i'nt l!ll<¥'M ~ ~~ ~tt~\9 ~ \9 ~ ~ 

~~~~~'5!t~~~~~~~l 

t!l~ i;S~'l c~, ~01-Browning--!i~ Love in a life-t!lit 
Room after room 
I hunt the house through 
We inhabit together. 
Heart, fear nothing, for heart thou shalt find her 
Next time, hersel£1-not the trouble behind her 
Left in the curtain, the conch's perfume! 
As she brushed it, the cornice--wreath blossomed anew,­
You looking-glass gleamed out the wave of her feather. 

t!l~ <!>'~ ~t<¥ 'O!~~If<f' <11\CJl ~~"l t!I"Jf.t 'li"'nt-

~~~ 
<!l·'ifll 'S-'ifll ~'£. ~f~9ftff6 '{~ (<eyt~ I 

<!l~"ftl~~~<!l ~ ........... . 

~ Ctl ~ 'Sg ~~ ~ o!(t'Z Cll~ 
~Prl!9j(fl 

<I'll ~ 9f0itlr-f ~ ~ .. 
~ 'llfitaftir ~ ~ ~'I 

~~~gffl'l 

~dr-. t'l t'l ~ ~ 
C<l"'''iNi~'l~~~l 

( ~~.g 9flf!tfffi, ~'It~ ~ ) 



~ ~ <~>~ ~ c'f ~fil -s ~ ~ m ~ '111\'1 
~<${ <t>'~~ ~Cif I iRI<ffl's ~il ~ <li'iftl ; OJ~ ~'!l ~ 
~ ~ ~ on 1 ~~~ om~ ~ ~ ~ C'f ~m~. ~ .. feea\51 

'$ ~ ~\~, ~~ ~~ ~ 9jftn~ ~firlti ~~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ 16l~'¥N>{1 ~ ~~~ <~>C{1' 1 151~ ~CO'!~ it~m <R~, c!f<llt"'~ort~ 
9jf~ ~~ ~' ~ "'~~ ~~ ~ ~t~;rt~ C'f ~~ ~ <~~'~~ 
~tlf<t> <rt\arl ~~·e ~~ ~\~ ~ <~>'~~ ~~( ~'~~ 1 ~~ 
~~ ~'~ ~tf<l', ~51' l 

~fM ~5<1' ~~ ~tciRI '<!'Q/1 : ~ <!'~ 'ltf~J ~'C\5 9ftt~ ill ; 

161~ ~' m "11~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 'f.f I C<ft~~ <$t~ '~t~~~ 
~~fD~tc~'~ ~~ ~<tSil <~>~1 <1:~~ <f'ca'f ~ 91~ : ~~ m~\5J~ 
'Ol~W ~'~ m i{1 I 

~<IS ~~ ~~N ~ ~ ~~ ~~ "!tC'it, ~~~~ ~If~ li\<!ii., 
m~ ~~ c~ ~~ <fc~ ' ~~ <~fiT <rt~~vr~ <1t~~1 '!itool "1~­
oit~ro ~ ~~ ~)Yc<t, ~\~1 C<l'NI~ 91AA c~ ~~ ~tlf ? ~~ 
<~>~ ~ ~~ ~f.lf~~ fDie '11~ ~C\!i m : ~n "5lt~~, ~~ ~, <f~1U1 ' 
m ~ '!)' ~<{ '<!'Qj'\ ;m 1 

~~~ ~~~ ~-m ~f.l, 'l'lfu~rn ~ ~ 6tPf ill, '!i~"l ~tf~~"'m 
iS\\~ ~~~ -smt~ <1'!<11 I C<l'"l"l1 ~<Jt~ 16l~'!i~ 121~\~5<1' I '!i<J. ~ 
~,~ ~ <~>~1, at~ ~c<t on 1 

c~t"l C"'~ ~t~J ~'~ R> ~ f.l '!i~ f<l:DRI f.\~ <li~ ~m 
~91~, \!)m ~, '6l~'¥~ ~ ~P\<f'!i~ ~91~ , ~<!ilii <lttrt~i ~~ ~1 m~ 
Cir'em WI if! ~~\5J C<ft<lit~ I \51, ~~ <I'"'C~~ ~S! <!'"!<{ ~ ~t"l C"'m ~ 
~~J ~ ~<!i~ <!i~ ~ <rtl5~ <fl'~ Clf~~ ~C'l ~m 151~ ~ 
12t~tc"RR ~ ~'m~ Pf;n, ~t<l-'lt~ 'E ~-~r:~ C·~C~"t 151~ 
~~~ ~m ~ ~C5\' ~t~ ~~~~ f<1son t -qffr \51 ~,~ ~ '!i1 ~'ta'l ~ 

~\51 on <~'to'! iBm ~ ; ~ ~~ '!i1 011 ~~ '!itc<~> "5l'hh ~ ~'<f ~~ 0\Pf 

~~<!Of!~~ I 
151~llf~{1 ~R!i~ ~~ 'S ~tr:<f~ ~ ~5f~~1 ~~ <fl't51' ~~m 

~Pn-~'1~ ~ ~t"l \!)~ ~t~ ~ ~ ~ m ~ 'S ~~ ~'~ 
<~~~ m ~~ ~ ~ 1 ~ C'f-~~ <~>'~ 9ft?!~ '!it5\' 'bltt<~!~Kqo 



~l;t ~if ~~ ~' ~ ... ~ ~ '~ ~ ~ ~~Ut~ 1 ll~ 
~~tvf<l' ~To the West Wind-\!!~\!!~ <1>'~ il~: 

Oh lift me as a wave, a leaf, a cloud J 
I fall upon the thorns of life ! I bleed ! 

~ <ft~ ~ <!''~ : 

( ~ 01\tS! ~ Q!'S ~ ~9ft~ ), Qj'S ~ 

~'~' ~-r q<f 'PI, m~ ~ Olt"' ~~~ ~ ~. 

<f~"RR'I~1l'f~<!l~~~l 

(~~~.~ .. ~) 
~~ f<l> ~t~ ~ ~<~tif IS ~Qfl m <r'~ ~m Of! <~''~ ~9fri' '&ltcP;: r 

{ 

<£i<l' ~ ~<f ~ ~ ~<ft"t ~ ~ ~. fu1orf <~''~ ~ ~ 
~IS~~~~ ~JW 'Ol~<fl~li~ ~'& ~ ~·~ m~ ~ ~I 
~ Cif~m ~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ '6l~~~'G1c~ 
~~~ ~<fP't ~ ~~~ 1 <£i~ Jft~ct f<tc'f1rn~~ Jfte~ 
~111' ~~ ~~!.I "''~Of! Jftf~ .,~~t~j'!IC~ t!l<l't~ ~·~ ~ 

~~~IS~~~ <m;~ ~~<I'(~ ~<(, ~ ~ '& ~'1,.'\ 
~<l'f<!l 
~ <flliO{: 

Rarely, rarely comest thou 
Spirit of Delight 

Wherefore hast thou left me now 
Many a day and night? 

Many a day and night 
'Tis since thou art fled away. 

c~ Invocation-t!l~ t!l~ <I''$ QJ~ ~ ~~<ftif ~ca'lif: 

~c~~1~'ll!~M~., 
~;e ~ fiM1 ~~ o!ltccl omr ~tt'llf.f &"';r" , 

~ C1l DMm c;!f;Qj '!!.~<!if~~. 

\!til~ <.!!<'! c~ <f'!i ~ f.!fitfQR'Iflr-1 I 
( ~ Jj~-2f~. ~'it .. ~ ) 

t!l ~ ~ ~ Of! I ifi <!'Cif ~9$! Cif~ ~ c~@~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ <t>~, ~~ ~ta'ftlr l:!'tc<l' ~~ ~ t!t<l'tllf <t>'~ 91f~ f.£ ( 
t!l~ ~ ~·~ .. ~ I C~ilif1 'Ol~if~ <ffl~ ~-~~ ~ 



~ · ro~ ,~ ~~~ ~m :l'ft'r ~ ~ ~ ~ '!." f501tf, 

~~~~~~'&If«~~~'<~~~~~ ~ -.•n 9ft~ 
f.f, ~ ~ ~ ~Cif QA ~~ ~~~ ~~ 011 I 

~om '€~ C~ ~ ~C~ti: ~ .. ~-~ ~ ~~'Gfil'il I 
1 ~~ '61~~ c<r'f"'rn ~t~ ~ ~ f.{, IJl 'f~ '!1111 ~ ··~ ~ ~ 
\~ c<'l~1 ~if I ~ ~·if~ ~ <II~ ~ ~-llfit~ '!tc• 
~ ~·~ '6ltfil ~~ I 
~~~: 

<!!~ ~· ll!lf.l ~~-~]em~~~ 

-m~ Pfit~ c~ ~~-elltll ell ottl! ~'Ill \• 1 

f.lm ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ Clrt~ 'ftil"fti''~. 
~fiR ~I~ c-.01~ ~-c~ ~~I 

( ~tq,-~-'S~'l(-~~-~ ~ ) 

t£1 15!~~ ~~ ~ ~ C'<lC~ ~~ R, t£1~ Pf flll~1ftiS Cllte~ 
t£J '!)i${j ~'~ t$1~ "511:0\<fi ~ 1 ~& ~~ \S~m lJ..~T ~ f.lc~ <m~ 
fifc~er ~ '!i~ ~ ~·r~ ~~ 1 f<li~ c$ ~ 1!'1_ ~ 01~, 
cft"rt~ll11i\ ~"'T ~~ ~~ f~ <F{ ~'ca'I'S ~ ~~ ~ I 

~\~ ~~~'€ ~ '61~1'f <!i'C~O! I ~ <fi~ ~ ~1:~ 

<~SII®a!t~ "~-\!!~ ~·~ ~ 'f""1._cflliC9f AA•~~ 1 'fltf~c~ 
~ ~At~11, "5!Rf ~J:!!iO!tc~~ \!)~ ~~ I ~ ~~'1 : 

PI> 'IJ~ ~t"'tll -ec~ ~11f.l<fi, c<lii! i!fl! <.!1'111 ~'1 ? 

~<lit!!~~ JCif JC!f, 9ft~ 'l!tC~ ill 'i!ti! I 

~l'lf.!<~~ ~ <11f~ ~~ T ~I ~{til ? ~ ~lti! ! 

"'t~ ~"l( <Pt.{~. ~l!®f ~{til I 

t£1~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 9f~~i{: 
0 what can ail thee, knight-at-arms, 

Alone and palely loitering? 
The sedge has withered from the Lake, 

And no birds sing. 
0 what can ail thee, knight-at-arms I 

So haggard and so woe begone? 
The squirrel's granary is full, 

And the harvest is done. 
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~m 011 ~·~ ~9f'll ~ ~ ~~ ~ R- 1 fm 91AA~ ~· 
~lJi~,m~ Ql ~ ~ ~ ~~0111 -.m~1~~~ 
~\!I~~~ I 
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~-~"''Tt i1tt!lf ~~-~~il "9{f~ 

~~"~~.-~-~~em-s"~~~~; 

~"' ~gpfr or<!-~ ~~oil-!1 ~ 
~~~~~-~~"11~1 

{~.fii<ii't~m) 
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m ~ f<ls ~~<ji~ ~·~ ,.,~ 1 9f'cw ~m ~ ffi ~ ~vr <!if~ 
~~ ~ \!1$ ~~Qj1f Sleeping Beauty OIWl' \!1~ <!if~~ : 

Do not defy the hidden power, 
Nor trifle with the voiceless deep ; 
Within the cloud and stone and flower 
The Ancient Beauty is asleep. 

~ttifl ~ ~ ~~ <l'Q)1 "51~~uPJi~ ~ 1 ~If ~ ~~ 
"I_\501' <!i'~ '¢!'ff~ ~ ~' ~(f <!i'~ ~ ( ~~ ~ ~ ~ 
~9 IS ~~Q) ~ R~ ~<{) ~ ~ ~'"! 91~, 

~ ~~ ~ S>f~ I ~ ~rit ~~<{fir ~'"! ·~: I ~~~ 
~<ji/;<ji ~·~ ~C<{ ~~ ~\!)~~ I ~ ~R}J f.t~ ~~ ~~ 
~~~<ji'S'i~l 

'61~jir<l'C<l' ~C"' !)Ql1<{ ill ~ '!>~ ~C<{ ~ ~~-~ <!i~ ~ I 

~ <~:'CV~ \!1 <jiQ)i ~fi! ~~ Cll ~~ <r~ <21"<~~t-t~"hl IS~ ~ m~ m 
ill I ~ ~ cmr ~-~t~ IS~ ~ ~ O'FISm ~m, ~"11 \!1~ 

~ ~ M'9f5t~ }'ffcQ) ~ \!l<fl Qt~ <i{<IT~~ ~tft;~ ~ m 
Q)tc~ I ~ ~ ~'1c<F ~ ~C<{ ~'P'ft ~ ~I ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~m1: '{'!> \!1~ m~ cmr ~ ~ '<.!!~ ~~<{ ffl: 'fl'fCOf'11 

~~ C<{f<f ~·~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~1!C<f 011 \!1~ ~'S, ~)'j~ 
~"1"11 
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·~ .CII!l '1\t~•-;~c~ '1[n:f1 !~'I '~1f" 

'ffif "1. ar~-11 c• •t"'"jlM 

~~c~ cwu ~~ 1 

.,..,. tt~tt~ ':'If ~;~~~1~ f'lctr:'if ~, tl~•r,. 

IJ;1f~C1'1 ~~ ~~~ lt!~t:ll ~'1. 

jf~ '"ltll~'l li~5CI'ti~ '•l'tflt ~~C-l 

flft~Qt~ ';:fit C'lf1 ~f~~t'T f-1"1~lt J1''11Col I 

'l'lf 'l~f 6lt s c WihT ll'{ll f'"i'TlMfvr, 
fll"iC't~ ~"T, ~tlltC'1~ ~fJ,f,,f"f, 

S!co~. ~t c~at~. iiT~?fo{ 'lrtf.l~to~, 

n~ 'l'lt1 ~!!' G11Y.t 1 

"'f<l'lf~ ~~ '!1 ~"'~ff"l ~'1t~"tl'f Clf>lt'!, 

~n f<l9f'l "!~~f.r ~ f:JJ'fi1 lf>"C:!f~"T. 

~i1 ~'-'11~ 'll'-1~1i1 ;g;1!151!h ~Jl~1~"· 

Rr C'lll'1~ ~~ ;p;lf q ~~, ~iT 'I I 

~ 'l~lfl. 'H 'ftlll '!;CO{~ fi','Ji'1 m?tn. 
f.l'l~ "!ti1lfo"t~ m~. 

f.\<f!l fo\~~11f ~~i1 ~ Gt~ 

~lf.Rtc~ ~fll C1ftll ~~'l ~'11 C'IC"l f'tf.t I 

ljf~ 'l1ij_!~, 

fS~f.r"l ~ iffiflt~ ~~ ~01~~ lf>"'1f"'~ I 

"!Jlf~ ~cot m 'It( ~f~<l1 ~~rlf>ti1 
Cl7fl ~ ~PI~ ~9ffi ~~Ci'fl '"if,.1'ft~ 
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~~$!~~ <ft<tJ <!i"~ ~9 ~N~ 9ftc\!i, 

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~<:~ ~"! WJi ~ 

~~~if ~t9t I 

~rt~m Witr.~ ~~Ql't ~ ~'~ ~~~ ~~1, 

~~ ~c;{ ~~ iSiCO'f ~~ <1~~,; 

'!i'P.f ~ft<j{ 'Ott~ <lt~tc~~ <tflf ~~ ~<lit c<r'l_ 

~ 15~ ~'l_ 

~~~ ?!~ ~ ~<!?;'it ~~ ~~C\!5, 
~~ ~~ 'Pfe~ <l~lff~ ~t:\!i I 

<ltt~1 ~ <11~1 ij~ '%'it?f <!'~".(~~ ~'ti 

~~ ~C$1(;\!5 ~<t 'OtPT~ fDf.te\!5 9ftfit<1' f<fi <~i 

~C\!5~ ~ 'R"~ 91~9ftt~ 

<2l~Jl f~ '5!tti'ftr:~ mt<ttt?r ' 
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-s.~~lfl lfl~t~ <.!!'?~ ~1'\' o;pf 

'iJC<I~ C~~ 'lt~tCll ~t9f'l1 51~­

~\ili·~~ qt\!fCll~ ~~-~llt~t~ : 

~t ~ <.!lrtf>TI:iS~ r.•tt'IJ1 

<!l{t5J·<!!C'Rl 9J~ ~c~ ~~ ~,; 1 

"5ln1 {c~~li!, <f' ~tr.<l?l >T~CiftC'St >0\>ft 'f., 

\!il"m <l>flf.! <f!\!itC>T~ ~?lt<lte\!i,­

<!IC'-'I~i>T<I', 

\!i<L -s ~'lf-~0! ~cow >Tt~tr."li ; 

~~~ffi ~t~ 5ft~ cvrc-st ~ts~t~ 11 ,1$1' , 

qtoftr.H ~'1~·'\<H:~ SiJ't7:>T~-'lSIM<i 

'lilt<! <rt~tC>T<! 'ftc~ ~ 0{~, 

~r.O! c'if~ <!!~~ ~cow~ ~011, 

c~i ~t0!1"!1 ?fC~ <!l<fi <1!~1 ~ <~f'! Ill 

-~~~~t~t~l 

~~ ~t'¥Cot C'if~ 5li <!!Mr.~ 

m ~ <ffil ~~ ?ftf.lc~ 

'Jf9fur.l llt\!ii- ~Of 'lf9fr.<T~ li~i 

?ftfii~ <lhl ~~ qt~tr.>T?I f~ ~'<li 

~\!im~~-

~~ Clfl:~ ~ ~tr.~ C~P1 -sl1 



C~Pt~ ~ 1ITf~ 

~~1<f IS1~'i!Dll, 
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~-lf1 f~J0~J ~ <tft1tb\5f 

~~~?l~'l1~ ~9ft~ 

[ 9f'l!t{ ·-~~~ ] 

~<fi "it~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 1 ~t~r-~c;rn ~ 
flrc01~ ~~"fief~ '!l~iJ!il! <jl't~ "Jlt~ '!lfll! ~-rn <jl~r<fi ~'f!'R 'l''r.~ 

f.!~ \ ~~ ~~ ~t~~J l!!f!. ~r.o~~ ~~&.iif<l ~~J'Jii <jl'~ ~~R?!~ 
f5~ ~~ ~ 011, ~<;~ 'ell'!Pl~ ~1%<fi'!~~ 9\'(('9 l'lt~ ~~~~ 'fl1 

~~ ~~~ ~ I ~~liD~ ~' l'I~C~~ ~~~ ~ -Cil)il!~ 

(£!~~ C"''f<tifffi I CJUilf~ 1!1~~ ~ ~9!~1 ~~~c<R ~a'! ~<m'fil1 
~·Cii'S ~~~ ~-~-e ~m •Hll ~<~~ ,~~~ ~~..o orr~­

~ ~t<ll ~f$nr C~t'-'1 ~C~ ~~l ~~ ~tf~P!If<tt5J Oll1fi~ ~ ~1 I 

(£!~ Vi~ ~ l'l~ llt'R~ l'lt~f~~ ~tl4iffit ~"f I 
~ll Cif<l~ il~ I ~ ~1fu;t~, /S~, ~~ ~~il ~f! )I'M'~~ 

~<fit~1T ~J<I~ I!~ ~~ ~tC<fi ~ 9J._gn~ <!ii~ ~~~"{ I ?!'If 5''1~ 

~ ~ c<t ~t_14'1 llt~t ~c~ ~~C"{ttt <~''~~ m ~m ~~~tc<~~ ~'Jiill 

<fi'~ (£17:~ ~tiT ~ Clf<!~rn ~ frt~~ ~I ~0'1, ~t'l f.t~ 

~ ~rvt~-(£1 ~f<l~ ~t~ Clfllf-~ "l'!t 1 m 'i!'Sfi{s~ ~,~or.~ lfo,j~ 

9\tf~ 9\~~ ~ ~ ~,~ '€ti ~~ ~tfofl-~~ W.?!t9ftl'l<fi ~ 

~~Sf ~ f.f~ ~ lftc<fi ~iS ~'fit<!<{ ~tr.on "l{o;f, ~ mt ~ 
Cift<!O{ ~f9rn1, ~ ~toR 9ftc<i"l' ~~ <!'til I \5t Q'l <fi~ ~~ ~ 

~ )f$t~ ~·~ c~~1 ~~<!, C<fi"!-Oii ~~ <2!~~t\!i CIT~~ 9Jfot~c~ 
1_(~ >09I"'f Of<l'h1 ~?:<fi <!J{ 1fi'~ ClOt I C<fi~ ~~M<1> 9\fi~'t~ <Jl ~~ 

~ 1JC~HI cinrto ~ ~ ~rn Cif~-f<f~st ~~ Pl~<! ~tf.f ~ I 
~· <fi'~ C$l ~ll~ -~~~ ~"'Pf~ re~ llt•tMr tt'~?:\5 ~<I ~~ 

1fi'~ I 

~ ~ ~<101-<fitcvrn: 'lil~1fi~ ~~~ ~~m ~~~ lift~ I ~T 

~ ~-~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~01-'ftm I ~~ l!l<ft"ttlfii 'at~ 



flt~ ~t~c~ ~t~~~ '51~111'\hl <2tt"lfirl> ~~ 1 f.rc~~ '01'!~~ ,'el?!~ ~~ 
C15tC~ ~I§~Wf ~ Qlf~~~ Cl'ff~~ fPt"ca'l ~t~~ '51~~ ~~5 orfc~ I 

'01~ <2t~~ <.!1<1>-siO{ ~ <u~~ ~~ f.tm ~·~ ~~r"~ ~ 9f~ \!It~ 
<~N ~c~ ~ ~ ~,~~ ~~if! 9rt~ iT1 1 ~t~ ~~ ~~r ~rn~ ~ 
~~ 'l~f~ ~~-~5'1111 ~~ 9f~ I 

<uW-~?!5ifl'?! <2ft~'t~ ~c<i -invective ('>5f('<f(~) <.!!~\ humour (~} I 

f;{~<1> ~~ fire~ '01~~ C<t ?(5i{1 ~~ satire ( ~ ) c.!l?! ~~ ~ I <£!~~ 

c~~ ~J~~~ ~c~-<2tc'1tfPr~ ~fu; <n R"lft~ ~-~~ -ft~ 

<it~C~, '5!~9fe"li ~~ ~fit~ ~~'I 0{~~ ( parody ) C<tlt~ '5!PR ~­

'ltf~'m' mf<tt~ C'!~ I <tTf'e>fu--1~~ <2!~ • ifl ~'C~ 'et~ ~~rysrn ·~~ 
llt~'f?! 'lt<~~'l '5l<tl~ '51~ '?~~;~ '5lkmf~ ~~ ' Ql~ ~~ 

C"l~rfu;~ fu f<fc"'<l' ~~?! lli~t~ <2tf~ <1>~ ~'c~ ~~ ~"~ ~PI~ W"t~ 
9ft~, f<ll~ tt~ <.!!~ ~G!~ ~~ ~c:q-<~t~ C<!~iT <tlt'1 C'! ~~ ~~ ~{ 

<!i'~c<f I ~~~~ ~M- <.!l~C<fi m~;r, PrM~ C~ l'ftm 9ftm I C~ <IN 
~~~~CElT '5!t9f"!~ '91~ ~~ W~ <5ilMWfit?! <F'C?! ClR"l"l ~t'c~ ;r1fti%JC~i'l 

<2!~ Cl'ftm?!t9f '51!5"1, ~~ ~~ ~'ca'l ~~~ ~\Ir~~ ~i~ ~~~~ ~ 
~ ~~IS 'ft~K<f?( ~J ;r~ I ~t4'~, ~~ ~~ ~ ~liiCI'I <1~'1. 
If you feel I have made a fool of you, know that it is only 

to eradicate your folly, like the dentist who pulls out your 

tooth to cure you of your tooth-ache. ~ ~~ ~ ~ 

'l~~<fi '5!"$l~ ~·c~ ~r<l' 1 

~~ :> 'l<t'l 'elt<ff ~m ~~'1'1 ~ ~'n! C~Of I ~~;r ~lr'l 
'el~c~ '5l~J~ <.!1-cvrill~?!i <2t~rn ~Et~ ~"lti'l ~me~ 5'~ ~i;;r 1 

ful'f4t ~ ~'I ~t~i ~t?!~l:~BT ~C~ C<! C<f"t <£! ~~ <iC~ C~ ~ti'l 121~'1 
~., ~~ ~ ~ 9ft~ ~~<t'l 'It~ ~<!itfi't~ ~Qf~ <it~;~ ~~ff, ·~ortM~ 
'mt?! ~' I 'lt~~J ~-f5"CiS?! ~~~ '51<1'~~ <tJt"l'-<2t<t>t"' I ~~~- . 

~titr:~ '5l<lm~ 9f~~<~~ <tfi!>J~ c.!l~ (!)<fi~ '1~~ ~<~" ~~ ~ 
f~o; I ~n<~'~ 'elt~~ C<fitQfR c.!!<fi~j ~~ t;'l:Of~ ~Mt ~~ 1_~, 
ffl (!) 'OJ~~ ~ m~ <n ~9f <fl11~ 15/:q}j~ ~~~~-'5lm~ ~~ ,~~ 
~~?! 00~ ?It' f.!' I ~?It~ 'eltll?:~ ~~ ~~<!" ~t@Q'[j ~tt~ 
~~ ~~ ~'<;co; · ~Q'[ ~c~ <~1 1 11~-~60!1 ~~~ (~t~tQ'[~ ~~ ~~'~ 



~~~ ~~ c~~, ;;~or ~!~ ~9J.Ims ~~ f.!~ ~-~lh ~~'"I 
~~ 12(~ ~t~ ~ ~ 'li"TCQ 1.!1~ ~ 9ft?[ I ;rn1 ~<;'If~ 0!~0! 
111~ ~~~ <2t~ ~~ {~~~ 1.!1~0!~ I 

~~:if ~~ ,~~~-~~', '~e~-R~'i', -~~'1t"ll1' 1.!1~ ~_,~lt<~1, 
· ~~-<~>R~ '~-~t~~· 'c~~~~~"l' ~~~, ~f~~'i1t Pi~~~ '~c\Jlt~ ""OWtlT 

O!~'"li', ';!'1_~0{ 1We$T '1.!11:~~ ffi ~ 'i'SJ~' 'S '~wJ llftMC~~ ~~ C~!i1'­
c.£1~ &!~~Me~ ~ <li'~ <J:tt;"'f'l ~~ 5'!:<1~<'1 '(f$1:~, l!I1R 'ilTl! ~lfl! ~' ~ 

~~DC~ l '511fft'1<l' ®J~~t?[ ~Ciffrt9ft~Jtll ~r.<;~Of, l!l<l' '51'1item~ ~~iPC~~ 
~tc~ <J:tt;"fi ilt~c~n'f ?f~t~i ~c<'! NC!l <r~5~ ~c~ ~-'1r.Q/ ~~f~9 

~~~ '?!@ell~ <J:t~<;j ~~C'i$1 m'G7'1Qf C'i~~~ I ~'!. ~?f~fc'i~ 01~, 
1ftf'~H'{ ~~(!( 'ffi'1tw:~ ~f.J~I5l:~-!t <!tf~~1-109f"f '5l't;sJ-s ~t;; I ~t~ 

~lDJ-'1ftl1%~ Rc>rift m~~m?:?f Of~! NO'! I C'it"lt~ "lit~i!! >09fc-f ~<;"fj 

~~?[ ~~ ~~~ I;~C'f ~l:'i\ I 5'if% '11Wl\!f 11~ ~~ ~<!f~ ~'r.if C';f?'f I 

~~ .. ~,c~ "'lf?[ ~~ '5\~ c~t~ m c<11? 

" ·~c~ <!'~~ " ift!f<J> 'i~t~l5'l-.21<t~ ~~~ <!C"TC~"l, '5r'lt?J ~~ 

c~f<F.l ~~ 'iftM')tt~ <ffu~ 1 COf~ ~'1?[ ~Q/t( mst ~., 1 01~ <rt~<ti 
~~ <jl~ $\tM ~~!';~~, C';!f<li 'itr.~r.~ $\tM Qft~~O!, ClTf~ ~l>;fi'i-'Pff~~~ 

" ~W--CG'ft'i1 'Iff~~ " lfa'f 'iftM ~~?:~ I ~i!J:.~ C~ Clff<f 3Jt~f"t ~~~ 
sfvtGt OfMll1 ~~t?[ ~t'if ~ ~~ 0!1 1 fil"i-r'lfu$f~ ~ cor~?~ i59fi!! ~ 
?[f'if I Cllflf '1firlm!S'! @9 [?[ ~t'if 1' ~~m~ "5lt~"'1-~C~ ~~~1lf<l ~'ijfC<f 

~~~ "f~Wfl~ ~R3$! lJ_fftc~ <!~t~ ~tS'! f;(~~ c<tfit~r R'i~'l ~ ~~1 <fC~ til' 
-~?[ ~l:~\'1 ~~1 <t~~~'S l!l~ ~f<ls ~~@~~'?it~~ f~~ I ,~~~9' 
~ ~f.{ ~~-~ $ ~ lfT;r:ta ~'1:?! <T"TC<'R, 'csttw ~r.~ <tt'ffilt 

f<f'C'l <5!'1W~ ? C$tfW'S ~~ ~?flft~'), "l<IJ <lt'ft~ C'i~?f I ~?['~ ~~<!tlf'­
.'1l!im'1 ~'S ~>G ~~~ ~~ fu~~, t;t<!'~-'it!Jf<i <litc~ .,~ ~~-~ ~'t~<t> 
~~-l5'fllt~ l{'~C"'$( Cllt'i\t~ <JiBm ~~ ~~t1l: ~O'fl f9tr;~ ~fnj ~"" 
~~ ~9ft~ <51tfilm Clf'f~, fDf;(~ <t"TCifS'! "ltll mM~~ I ~~,~~Cm1: 

~~ ~a'!t~ ~M C<f~~ fun ~~ <!~ Cl5til~ cmc~~. l!l~' Clf"l~ 
\tf.f'ift~ ~~-s>~ c?f~~ <11fuli tf?:~ ~~ ~t~ C1Sfuis~ 1' <T~it ~ 
~dj Wrol~ C~lf, ~~ ~~'i ~ ~'ift~ Clfl'l~ I \!5~ <I~ ~­
~~ '5\t?f~-~ot ~~~ ~t~~ ~ ~ '5!!1' ~tifT ~'~ ~ ~~r-1~ 
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c~t11ft~ <fJC~ <21"1\~1 <fi'QC~ Ft~ ~~~ ifl' ~·~ ~ f.!c~ ~~ 

0 ;rf~ ~ <t>'"Wf ~"' ~'l I ~~ f<r~'51 C<I'T<il~ ~'Ci!'S 
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f2tDtQ <f''Q~ f'>fC<.f <{~5~ ~ <.17o <f~t~Q '<!~q{CO{'~ C~<f ~\~t<.f "i\$j ~CO'lil, • 
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lJ[~~ ~f.ll:\!5 ?f~~i c~~t"l ~~c\!5 ~~ ~c\!5 C'l'a'lt~ <t>film <rMr:"'"'f, "~~ ~ 
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<.!i<i~ <:~tC"!~, <.!1<!~ C<f~t'\, r~:tr.~ C<f 'l(~~R <ft~<ii ~<f ~c~, ~~~ ~~ 

9ftZ <t>ftf~tf~ 1 <.!1~ ~~~f<l ~~~ ~., OJ"ii ~ c<l, ~~sr ~Wr m~, 1t<1~ 
~tC:if ~t~ <.!l'll'~rl: ~t~tC<fl" <(~ <~>fmn ~t~t~ ~il) ~Cilftlf~C<fi" ~'?!Cf 'ff~~"l I 
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~~'~' *'t{{f"fl.r i~Qj'f?!~ ~ ~mtc~ I ~~ C'!1 ~c~, ''liM C11t1Yfffi· 
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~. ~~ c'ift"tco:! 'iii' ~t~ ? ~<I ~ ~~ ?" 
" oti, ~t'1:_, lfi' 'lltFI oti I" 

'' ~~~ <lttlc'1"! c~t"' f<lst'l r" 
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~~C<f' ~ <f'fil~"'l ~~l'f'll ?!MIS~ 01t~ 1" 
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\ftt~~~ ~Di{j ~t{<l' ~ I 
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C~~~<f ~*jQ '51'111~~ C'!C~, ~~~ ~<fit"f ~'CIT 9f~~ ~<[/~ 'SiC~ ~ 

~ffiq; ~~t~f~ I ~~ ~ 9fl:~ 15'11 ~ q;'~~ ~~ 'Oft~~<t' 
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