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MURSHIDABAD
Hirisua,

Jan, 16th, 1901,

( 6 )

4. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence of.

: theft in Bankura town and its suburbs, and of the
<o Ik vy inefficiency of the Bankura police in tracing offend-
ers. The investigation into the theft committed in the house of Sri Narayan
Babu has not yet come to an end. There was a big theft in broad daylight
in the house of a prostitute almost in front of the t ana. Another theft was
comuitted in the house of Haradhan Jogi of Kuch Kuchia, and. yet another
in the house of Babu Prasanna Chaudhuri of Jagadala,
5.. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [ Murshidabad] of the 16th January says that
. the other day a daring theft was committed in the
e Mastibleind piliose house of Babu Satyendra Narayan Bagchi of Usman.
khali in Khagra in the Murshidabad district. . The offenders have not been ag
yet traced, Many complaints are heard against the Murshidabad police, A
certain seller of brass plP ,
alleged ground of his having purchased some stolen articles. The police officer
‘who took up the case demanded a large bribe for hushing up the matter, but
was at last satisfied with a small sum.  The name of the police officer. i not

ate is said to have been harassed by the police on the

SANJTVANI,

—Jan. 17th; 1901,

Hiravapi,
Jan. 18th, 1901,

given, but everything will be disclosed to the District Magistrate or to the(

District Superintendent of Police if they want to investigate the matter.
6. Referring to the case in which one 1of wvi i

T e W o o g WA . the Tangail subdivision of the “Mymensingh

M?ﬂﬁ’;;}x sty "6° 1n.the 3¢ trict hia been sentenced to one year’s imprison-

ment for abducting the wife of Kailash Chakra-
varti, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 17th January writes as follows :—

It has transpired from the evidence in this case, and we learn from g trust-
worthy source, that the residents of village Bangara live in constant dread of
badmashes. No one dares to come forward as a witness against them. Some
time ago Majjam Ali, brother of Ayub Ali, was sentenced to g year and-a-half’s

imprisonment for abducting the wife of Govinda Basak. The complainant and

by the badmashes to leave their village. The witnesses for ‘the prosecution in
K‘;ilash Chakravarti’s case are being intimidated, and' one of them has been
mercilessly beaten by the badmashes, We. are also informed that it has
become impossible for~ the people of the Kaivarta caste to live any longer in
safety in Bangara on account of these badmashes. Thelatter also extort fish from
the boatmen. ~ Vigorous measures should be taken to put them down. .

7. The Iitavadi [ Calcutta ] of the 18th J anuary says that though the atten-

Kabulis and Peshwaris in Bey. < 1101 Of the authorities has been repeatedly dr%vvf:f t}c.)

the oppressions which are committed by Kabuli

1 J -
. —and-Peshwari- cloth-sellers and money-lenders in

|

Hrravapr,

' C'{il’cut‘.tr{m1d't'hd'iiﬁifzriéié'ii],4 nothing has'yet been done to check them., The Ben-

galee newspaper has mentioned some cages of (()lpprcsuion recently committed by
1

these men at _Buidyabati in the Hooghly district. Much goud will be done
br every District Magistrate issuing an order to the police to keep an eye on
all Kabulis and Peshwarig making'their appearance within its jurisdiction,
8. The same paper says that the other day Babu Govinda Chandra Basu
y : man V88 Waiting at the Barrackpore station, on the
3 I,\,fe"}';!f,,ﬁ?kgof(T",,';ﬁ.o‘f,'“f"”“"“" Eastern Bengal State Railwgy, where Lieutenant
Ay . Dashwood of the Royal Artillery was also present,
Govinda Babu is one of those who gave evidence in the Calcutta High Court
against the Furopean soldiers who were tried for murdering Doctor Sures
( ?hu!ulm. Sarkar, and the Chief, Justico who tried the case attached much weight
to hls. evidence, [t ig probable that Govinda Babu was, for this reason, under
the displeasure of the military authorities, Mr. Dashwood asked Govinda Baby
why he was staring at him. Govinda Babu was astonished at this, and told
Licutenant  Dashwood that there was nothing so attractive in his appearance
that one could not ubstain from staring at him. This made My, Dashwood

lose his temper, and he did not fail to roughly handle Govinda Babu. If g

.man of Mr. Dashweod’s position and education feels no hesitation in insulting a
native gentleman, to whom shall the natives loolc—up—---fﬂr—bt?tter'treatme'ﬁt’?"

Lord- Curzon i determined to put down oppressions by European soldiers. It

mto this Case.

15, therefore, hoped that His Lxcelleney will-not fail-to-mmke- special “enquiries
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9. The Bangavasi of the 19th January writes'as follows:— ‘e Bavoavasr,
It is strange that crimes should be so rampant  Jan. 19th, 1901,

The trud causo of the prevalence ypder g (Government so powerful and so much
PR T ST feared as the English Government in India. This
prevalence of crimes is variously attributed to the negligence and inefficioncy of
the police; to the multiplicity of the duties of the officials, which leaves them
little leisure to attend properly to the maintenance of peace; tothe interference
by the Appellate Courts with the decisions of the Courts of first instance

. which decide cases with the advantage of a knowledge of local circumstances ;
and to the senseless clamour of the native press, which is only too eager to carp
at every action of the Magistrate. ) ;

While the prevalence of crime in the country 1s.thus variously attributed
to these and other causes; ho one is found to lay his finger on the real cause
of the mischief, or the real nature of the disease. By attending only to the
symptoms of a disease, one may mitigate it, but can never cure it. The police,
it is true, is to blame in some measure, and this is the fault of the officials.
The present police is a political tool, a creature of politics. Its chief function
at present is to search for sedition. Its main duty mow is to watch whether

any community 18 opposed to (rovernment, wngt'per any sect 18 agifating
- against Government, whether any party is acquiring strength., It is to this

~innocent instead of punishing the wicked. Even where it does deal with
crimes, the police often help to bring about a failure of justice by making. the
innocent appear guilty. Relying upon the got-up evidence of the police
some judicial officers convict innocent people. In many cases innocent people
are sent up to the Sessions and are acquitted there. Many innocent persons
unjustly convicted are acquitted by an appeal to higher Courts. In theevidence
collected by the police untruth is found to be mixed with truth, This creates
doubt in the mind of the Judge, and he, as required by the law, gives the
accused the benefit of his doubt,
Many Courts of first instance are also to blame. They are unable to sift
a matter to the bottom and to decide cases with a due regard to time, place
.and party, They often punish the innocent and let off the guilty. .
But whether a Government punishes the innocent or acquits the guilty;
the sin it incurs is equally heavy. Peace naturally prevailsin a country in
~which the people live-on friendly terms with the officials and look upon the
Jatter as their friends, and in which the police is loved instead of being feared.
The authorities should see that the officials keep themselves on friendly terms
with the people, and that no law-abiding person 18 placed under the necessity -

e

that the police now B}i!lsi)ﬁelly_ attendaﬁqnd it &qxgigm&qg\gpﬁgmubgﬁ-_k‘ RO g o ¢

of fearing the police. The nati : incere
- Iriends, as seli-constituted--ministers: - Many- officials still regard these pers—
a8 their enemies. This sinful belief is thmse of much hauﬁ. pa
‘““What sort of a true friend is he-who does not rebuke his. master, and
- what sort of a master is he tho does not listen to good advice?” says an
ancient sage, embodying in his saying a living truth. The official who will
neglect or act against the advice of the native press is sure to get into" trouble.
& The Sovereign who quarrels with his ministers suffers. But * all rosperity
"% attends the King and his ministers who are friendly to each other.” Those,
therefore, who look upon the native press with an unfriendl eye do harm to
Government. Those Anglo-Indian editors who aie. unfriendly to the native
press are regarded by experienced people as enemies of Goovernment. These
people do not listen to the evil advice of the Pioneer and similar counsellors.

It is a matter of rejoicing that Lord Curzon is friendly to the native press .
and listens to its advice. He sees that that press is doing great good to the :
country. We have not known any Viceroy after Lord Ripon to see this,

We, therefore, hope that much good will be d):)ne to India by Lord Curzon,
and that many of its grievances will be removed by him. But the disease is
80 deep-seated that it will not be easy to cure it Incria is the land of Hindus. - -
It is essentiully a Hindu country. “Thanks to _British rule, India enjoys many
advantages and much happiness. If the English Government respects the Hindu .~ - s

e Le;igion_aa_King—Ra—m—mpecte&-itrPn&m“mﬂ—be"urpmcefur“and‘,as‘fr@@”fmr"h‘““'* -~
- ¢rime as were the realms which owned the sway of that great and good Hindu
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r \ STy ke
and the Tuled should tr lead Hindu lives in this lan_d
of H%gflt:ls.theo:;:lerr:ust do at Rome as thmfnans do. If‘one is to live in
water, one must live like fish; if one is to live in the air, oné must live like
* birds: if one is to live in heaven, one must live like the gods; and if one
is to iive in Hindustan, one must live fhke_Hmdus._ -If, “under the regulations
of Government, the injunctions of the Hindu religion are obeyed by evﬁry.
body, those' who sare worthy of honour will receive due honour, and those
who ;re—bound-tbobey will not.turn refractory, and crime will becgme qunown

in the land. ‘

(b)— Working of the Courts.

' 25 (Mymensingh] of the 15th January says that four

Ji:“l‘;ub;’:x W 'i‘he Ub:l ruin ]‘{;’:l i[anrtant (foc}xments_ have been g’toleyrjl from the
M’;:lgit.inglfx sﬁﬁé‘ﬁ?ﬁak Judge's records of the case No. 3 of 1900 (Badan Chandra

Court. ; Saha versus Radha Charan Saha) on the file of the

Second Subordinate Judge of Mymensingh. Documents are from time to time

stolen from the records of the law courts, but not in a single instance has any-

body-h broucht to justice, noris it known whether an
step’s. have been taken to prevent suc 1 the ts. igorous measures shou
taken to trace the offender in the case noticed.

L
Fatet

— prssw;————Hi—The-Bikash [ Barisal}.of the- 15th.January says that currency notes of
Jaa. 16th 1901, ’ the value of Rs. 2,000 having been stolen from
A criminal trial in the Backer- ¢ho Jhalakati cutcherry of the Raja Bahadur, the
IS ,:_ : gungedistrict _encrer—poddar, and Babu Upendra Nath Sen,

Assistant to the Manager of the Raja, were sent up by the police for trial, All
of them were released on bail. But the poddar was rearrested and sent to Aajat.
by order of Babu Kali Kumar Rai, Deputy Magistrate of Barisal. This
rocedure of the Deputy Magistrate astonished everybody. Can any one say
why the poddar was rearrested after having been released on bail? The matter
did not end here, The treasurer;who was principally responsible for the
stolen money, made an application to the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Kali
Kumar Rai, {aying the charge of theft at the door of Upendra Nath Sen.
Kali Kumar Babu thereupon ordered” a police enquiry. The police in the
meantime being unable to find sufficient proof against the accused sent up by
them, submitted a report in the B Form. Mr. Harris, Manager of the Raja,
being dissatisfied with the police report, asked for a judicial enquiry, and the
Deputy Magistrate granted his prayer. 1t is said that Kali Kumar Babu, after
an interview with the District Magistrate, passed orders for the hearing of the
et ] treasurer’s application after the judicial enquiry granted on Mr. _Harris’s prayer,
— though he hats already ordered a police enquiry on the application. Such a

g - " farceof a trialisca restige of a Court of Justice... . . ...
TRIFURA 12. The Tripura Hitaishi'{ Comilla] of the 15th January says that crimina
HiTalsHI, . . . . . .
S work is not ~being satisfactorily done in Comilla,
ey d Paucity of executive officers at

Comtile, Pippors districts - owing to apaucity of execntive officers in the place.
', ' There are at present three Deputy Magistrates there,
one of whom has to do treasury work and the other two all the criminal and
other work between themselves. The cases on their files are so numerous that
in their endeavour to clear them they cannot always pay much attention to the
quality of their decisions. Another Deputy Magistrate is urgently needed in
the station. "
PR, 13. The Murshidabad Hitasshi TMurshidabad] of the 16th January seys
Hiraisur, . ; that an application was made to the Calcutta High
Jan. 16th 1901 Ju'lh‘:iepurpelpnmytheMlﬁ:::lniti?iab:j Court by Iﬁ)a,bu Bhagabati Charan Rai, zamindar gof
distriot. Kanchantala in the Murshidabad district for
transferring his case from the file of Babu Chandra Nath Ghosh, Deput;
Magistrate of Jangipur, as the zamindar does not expect a fair trial at his
hands. But the Hon’ble Judges being satisfied with the explanation given by
the Deputy Magistrate, have rejected the application, Another affidavit has
since been filed in the High Court by another person for the transfer of his case
froin the file of the same Deputy Magistrate. Two or three: affidavits have
o been filed against this officer in the course of a monthortwo. If theallegations
B ”’muddm"fhm—frﬂ}davf}ts—be—uue,_uhandm ath Babu ought to be at once

transiorzedfrom. Jungipur.. He hag become very unpopular. there.” Will there

1
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be any harm in enquiring into the correctness of the allegations made in these

affidavits? .
: 14, The Rangpur Dz’lcprakash[Rangpur] of the 17th January is glad to shusioe
hear from the Bangablumi that Babu Purna Chan-  PUraxatt

fa_bn Purna Chandra Mitra, a8 g0 Mitra has been a pointed Magistrate and Jan, 17th, 1901,
Magistrate of RavgPU%. . Golleotor of Rangpur. ﬁe ‘will be able to do more
good as a Magistrate than as a Secretary to the Board of Revenue. People

will like to see him confirmed in the post. ¥ ‘ a2 -
15. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 17th January says that the minor SANIIVANT,
son of a respectable officer in the Dacca Collec-  Jan.17th 1901, gew

,,,;‘ippi;‘g“;g{gfgcki:g“,;g?f;i to torate was sentenced to a whipping of seven stripes AR
by the Joint-Magistrate of Dacca for plucking a :

fow flowers frém the Dacca Cemetery. Sentencing such a boy to whipping
for plucking a fewflowers was extremely barbarous. The common people of
this country know mot that it is an offence to pluck flowers in amother’s
‘garden, It was therefore highly improper to haul up a_school boy before a
oriminal court to answer a charge of theft of flowers. The Joint-Magistrate,
being a European, certai vs-that-seh ) itting offences of a_
far more serious nature in England are not considered punishable under the |
§——law. Whyarethe authorities-so-strict-with -native-students-?Boys are natur- - .

ally somewhat unruly, and their unruliness ought not to make themr limble to———————————.
be whipped like thieves and badmashes. - : |
16, The Hiavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th January says that it is rumoured HiravaD,
i B DV e that Mr, Abdur Rahim, “Barrister-at-law, will be 7o 18 1901,
trateship orthern Division Tagle-  gppointed to succeed Nawab Syed Ameer Hossain
* " in the Northern Division Magistrateship in Calcutta. -4
Nothing can be said against Mr. Rahim’s fitness for the post. He pleased . : ﬂ
everybody by his behaviour when officiating in it a short time ago. But many i
people would be glad to see an able and experienced Deputy Magistrate pro--
moted to it. : ' . ’
" 17. . Thé same paper says that Mr. Gabriel, Subdivisional  Officer of - Himavan.
Beguserai in the Monghyr district, has graver
faults than what has been pointed out in this paper
[Reports on Native Papers for 8th, 15th and 22nd
Deceiiifier, paragraphs 18, 21 and 20 respectively . ' : :
" The two following cases prove l\Id)r. Gabriel’s inefficiency as a judicial -
officer :— ‘ - : F s
(1) A man named Chul Mul had instituted proceedings under gection
145 of the Code of Criminal Procedure against ome Guhi in connection
~with-a landdispute.~ The - case-was really between two_strong parties—one. .
abu Kamaleswari—Prasad; indar, - nager of the
Begumserai Indigo Factory. Mr. Gabriel took five months, from 20th July
to 20th December, to decide the case; and even then arrived at no definite
conclusion. This is his judgment in the case:-~- ) ! ‘

“ The evidence taken in this case, both oral and documentary, is ve
voluminous. I have gone through it as carefully as possible, but I am unable
to satisfy myself as to which party is in possession. I, therefore, attach the
subject of this dispute until a competent civil court has decided as to which
party i8 in possession. ¥ \

Mr. Gabriel, Subdivisional Offi--
cer of Beguserai, Monghyr.:

- E. V. GABRIEL,
The 208h December 1900.” :

The case did not put the Manager of the factory to much expense, but
necessitated a heavy expense on the other side. \

(2) On the 2nd January last, Mr. Gabriel took the deposition of a man
named Lalit Kumar, who had lodged a complaint. against Mr, Marsham, : |
Manager of the Begumserai Indigo Factory, to the effect that he had been _ |
“unlawfully —detained -by Mr.-Marsham and placed in the custody of four :
karkuns for refusal to give evidence in favour of the factory in a certain civil
suit. Mr. Gabriel issued no summons or warrant against the accused on that p
—day.—On-the wary, the day to which the case had been postponed, the
- complainant came to Court with his witnesges, but on that day, too, no orders
were passed, and the case was postponed to the 7th January. The whole of

) ; A » I : A
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that day, again, the complainant danced attendance at the Court with his

- witnesses, but failed to know of any day fixed or of any orders passed. On the

12th January, he heard that Mr, Gabriel had ordered only a summons to issue
against Mr. Marsham. In the meantime, Mr, Marsham caused a warrant to
issue against Lalit Kumar’s s?\, an employ¢ in the factory, for embezzlement.
Lalit Kumar’s case has been dismissed, but Mr. Marsham’s case against his son -

1s under trial. : :
Mr. Gabriel’s high-handedness as a judicial officer is best illustrated by a
case in which he inflicted a fine of Rs. 25 on each of three men for putting a
bamboo covering, instead of a covering made of wood, over a well, :
Mr. Gabriel treats the Munsifs with great insolence, probably under the
imptession that they are officers subordinate to him, Lately, the first Munsif
of Beguserai had' occasion to gddress the following letter to him as the Officer in

charge of the 1'reasury ;=

“To ‘
The Sub-Treasury Officer, Beguserai.

Dated 9th January 1901,
5-Misc. .
7 .
SIR, L R

A e i S SR sain dn

I nave the honour to state that much inconvenience is folt by this office
and the parties dealing with this Court for want of regular information as to
the dates on which Treasury business-is-transacted: The-consequence is that
more than Rs. 500 generally remain as balance in the hands of the Caghier
of this Court, which is against the Rules of the Hon’ble High Court, reproduced
at page 139 of those Rules and Circular Orders, Chalans issued to parties have
to be cancelled and money received in Court. I therefore request that you will
be so good as to inform this Court of the dates on which Treasury business is
transacted and to send timely information thereof to me to facilitate the
business of this Court in connection with the Treasury.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,
Your most obedient servant,
‘

Buacavarr CHARAN Mitra,
Munsif, 1st Court.”

S ‘qr.,a..,-.é‘}:—‘,%j‘j‘.:y

To this Mr. Gabriel returned the following discourteous reply in memo-

M

EDINT I:A_\mu\,

.

L

Zird 1001,

randum form, which one can use only in addressing one’s subordinates :—
| “No. 495R.
Irom—E, V. Gaprier, Esq., c.s,, Bubdivisional Officer, Beguserai,
To—The Munsif, 1st Court, Beguserai. '
His letter No. -"_-”ﬁ“'*?: , dated 9th instant.

The dates can always be ascertained by enquiry at the Tréasury at the
beginning of each month. As a rule the Sub-Treasary is opened every Saturday
during the sowing season. Any exceptions to the ruI); are pasted on the notice
board at the Sub-Treasury.

E. V. GABRIEL,

11th January 1900.”

18. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 23rd January says that
Babu Umesh Chandra Sen, s 1t W8 Dot right on the part of the Government to
Land Acquisition Deputy Collector  appoint Babu Umesh Chandra Sen, Deputy
aguin. Gy Collector of Midnapore, as the Land Acquisition
llgpgigz,@llcctorIm‘ihc_pmposéd-ex{.emiﬂnﬂf»%e--Bmga%Nagplir‘Ra‘ilWﬁ}‘r“toi
Jheria., Many unpleasant things were said of Umesh Babu when he was acquir-
ing land in Kharakpur for the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, Umesh Babu can
appraise the }'ulue_,,ofno.;hnm“dtlxoubeemu*&ngthw
Kar{ik Cliandra Mitra. > ‘

......
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(d)—Educa tion.

10. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 11th January says that Rai Sarat  samobmne,
i T Chandra Das Bahadur, C.LE., has lately taken some  Jan. 11th, 1901.
Roi Sarat Chandra Das Bahe- Jand at the foot of the hill belonging to the Chitta-— ’
g:l:o:?d the Chittagong Ncrmal gong; Normal School to make a new road tO'his
. . own hill on the west of thq school hill. Lately, one--
day, the Head Master of the school received information that somo coolies were ”
cufting land belonging to the school. gtHe_ went to the spot and saw the Rai
Bahadur standing there. He respectfully old him that he ought mnot to have
taken the land before any communicationon the subject had been received at the
school from the Collector. This threw the Rai Bahadur into a rage. He
insulted the Head Master and ordered him to leave the place. He is also said to

have used towards the Head Mastér languago which the writer feels ashamed to \ o~ g
reproduce. The authorities of the Education Department should uphold their K

prestige. .
The Rai Bahadur is taking advantage of Mr. Lea, the Collector, who is too

S - B VPTG S

20. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 15th January has the following:— e
T _We do not sec how we can object to ‘the Lord e isw,m0n.
, rudi:g FRA R cf,}‘lege;. * Bishop’s proposal relating to Bible-reading in
A : Government schools and colleges. As it is, school
and- collego education is spoiling Hindu boys. Without knowing anything  of
_the Christian - religion; they learn Christian vices, eat forbidden food, talk
. [#-~in language unbecoming in a Hindu, and abovo all possess no faith in God
“*&r in a future world, and no love of virtue or fear of sin. It would be better
‘¥5r them to remain unlettered than to receive education which roduces such
rosults. We do not bolieve that the mere reading of the Bible will completely
reform bad boys. Hindu boys reading in missionary schools and colleges are
as bad as boys reading in Government institutions. b
21. The Bikash [ Barisal] of the 15th January has heard that the District o .0
S okl Balttion oF s Moda Board  of Buckergunge has decided to abolish the  jya, 15t 1901,
goroposed sboliilon of the Fo¢<%  three"Model Schools in Barisal, as their results have -
, _ not been so satisfactory as those of the aided and _
rivate institutions. We do not consider the Board’s decision to he right, for
it is* highly imprudent to pull up a tree by the root, because it has not yielded
‘good fruits. The Board should dovise means for making these schools worthy
of their name. Teachers on the poor salaries now paid in these schools cannot
be expected to show much zeal or alacrity in their work. If the number of
English teachers be increased and the graded system of pay-isiint ed, better -
work can be expecied from the teachers. The charge of the school should be
entrusted to an English teacher instend of to a pandit as at present.
A Committee should also be appointed to exercise supervision over the
working of these schools, as supervision will make the teachers do their work %
with more care and attention. Subscriptions should be raised from the people of
the district, and more KEnglish teachers appointed on better pay than at
resent. 'The pay of the Bengali teachers may be reduced. The District
oard is requested to consider these proposals.. '

99. The Sri Sri Vishuu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrita [Caloutta] of the
Bnr 8r1 Vismwo

s

P miin o eaticiral i 16th January says that Government may, if it cares Parya-o-
" to do 80, bring about a revolution in the education ";,‘"“'"”:“‘

of Indian boys from the very commencement of the twentieth century. - If the  jao. 16 1001,
proposals made by the Government in this connection are carried out, the
educational system of the twentieth century will be a vast improvement on that
of the nineteenth. In the century which has just passed away, boys were made
to go through heaps of books, but no attempt was made to develop their
faculties and fit them for the study of nature. It is a gerious loss to the,
__world if the-genius of a Newton is pinned to a clerk’s desk and tho powersof == e
a Herbert Spencer are. wasted in doing daftri’s work. Mental faculties are not .
developed without proper education, and the world may make unexpected
- progress—if—the—various faculties—of children are carofully devetoped fiomin=—""" ——ct S g
fancy. Now, willions of superior intellects remain undeveloped for want of~

oo
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ucation, opportunity and encouragement, So long the Government had con-
:gnted its;ﬂfp\gith puttying a few boois in the hands of boys; now it is about to
make an attempt to really educate them.
23. The Sanjivans Calcutta) of the 17th January says that a proposal
S . £ ohy to abolish the posts of Inspecting Pandits is now
Tho Inspecting Panditships. 7.0 the consideration of the Government. But
these posts should not be abolished, as ’the'inspectionvof pathsalas cannot be
satisfactorily done by Sub-Inspectors of Schools. !
24. The same paper says that thc new Professor of Chemistry in the
' ; Presidency College, Calcutta, being a European,
i ;";&ﬁf’"&ﬁig‘g,‘wm'm’ has been given a place in the Indian Educational
S a kil Service, whilst the world-renowned Dr. P. (%, Rai,
who has far better qualifications than this new man, is still in the Provincial
Service list. How long will such race distinction be made? Will it not be put
down even during the rule of Lord Curzon ? ==
25. The-dlitavadi ( Calcutta] of the 18th January writes as follows :—
— i mf—the—revenﬁawhich—is"mised"by“fhe”' ;
British Government from the Indian people is
spent in maintaining Christian priests of whom the

The Lord Bishop “on ‘-81'bie-
reading iu schools and colleges.

~ " Lord Bishop of “Calcutta is one. The present Lord Bis op of Talcutta,

Dr. Welldon, is a learned and intelligent man and a school-fellow of Lord
Curzon’s.. According to him the godless education which is imparted in Indian
schools and colleges serves to make most Indian bo?'s atheists in belief. He,
therefore, wishes to introduce Bible-teaching into all schools and colleges, and
has advised Government to that effect. The advice has alarmed us.

The Lord Bishop would have had no cause for fearing that Indian boys
would grow up atheistical in belief, if he had known what a difference exists
between them and English boys, Indian boys, whether Hindu or Musalman,
get a religious training in the very manners and customs they have to follow, and
religion is thus mixed up with their very blood and marrow. For them it is
impossible to grow up godless or irreligious merely because they do not receive
an hour or two’s religious instruction at school. Government will do more
harm than good and lay itself open to the charge of indirectly tampering with
the people’s religion if it follows Dr. Welldon’s advice. We hope it will not
come forward to tarnish its good name, und violate the excellent policy of
religious neutrality laid down in the Queen’s Proclamation by accepting the

‘Lord Bishop’s seemingly sweet and tempting advice.

26. The same paper sees.no reason why the Lieutenant-Governor of

Mmin-o-SUDEARAR,
Jan, 18th, 1901,

_large number of poor Mu

= oo~ Bengal-should in-his resolution on the report of the
Co'fl‘;;:“"q’“l‘“ty of the Medical B3, cation Department for 1899-19001 ex;?ress regret
: at the apparent unpopularity of medica studies
indicated by the fact of only one out of fifty-two students who obtained
scholarships on the results of the last F'. A. Examination having entered the
Medical College. Should not the rigorous rules for native students framed by
the Principal of the College and the treatment medical graduates who enter the
service receive at the hands of the Government be thought enbugh to keep
Indian students away from medical studies? Half-edncated Eurasians, in no
way superior to native students in social status, can enter the service only after

threc years’ study and can in course of time easily obtain posts of Civil
Surgeons. But native students must work hard at college for five years, and
however long their service, must never hope to become Civil Surgeons.’ This
distinction 18 enough to keep promising native lads at a distance from the

Medical College. ;
27. The Mikir-o- Suchakar [Caleutta] of the 18th January has the follow-
The projosal for the abolition & 7T 2 i i ‘
of the Collinga Brauch of the Cal- . We have learnt with alarm that the Govornment

cutta Madrassa. has decided to abolish the Collinga B
Calcutta Madrassa. The feesin that school range from ﬁnfs?; :aﬁ)c}é,?zigb:

+od ¢1

AL
= - . ¢ carTneroe,; ywoecannot ¥
stand why the Government is placing obstacles in the way of Muaaunlm‘dearn

education. . It may be argued-that-the- Branch “school was establ; :
' ; t
education of poor Musalmans, and as a large number of iisﬁ al:lllzzg?iarflorbgz

T

-
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, are now being educated there, the object of the institution is not being fulfilled,
v and its abolition will not atfect poor Musalman boys, as they will-be given half-
freeships in the English Department of the, Calcutta Madrassa. _ But such ‘an
arrangement will not work satisfactorily;ves it will not be very easy for the
Principal of the Madrassa, who is a Eyl'opean; to ascertain the real condition
in life of the applicants for half-freeships. He will probably want recommenda-
tions from respectable Musalmans. Dut how will poor Musalman boys approach -
puch men? If the Government’s proposal is carried out, it should form a
committee of respectable Musalmans from different parts of the city, acquainted
with the condition of the Musalmans in general, in order to consider all
applications for half-freeships. But before making any arrangements for the P
education of poor Musaletan boys in the Calcutta Madrassa, Government ‘ :
should see if it cannot maintain the Branch School. If the school is going to be
abolished from pecuniary considerations, money can be found for it by letting
out the house which is now occupied by the Principal of the Madrassa. An
income of Rs. 250 to Rs. 800 can be secured in this way, which may be spent
for the maintenance of the Branch School. As no Principal of an educaticnal 5 il
~ institution is allowed free quarters, why should the Principal of the Madrassa 2 B
- alone enjoy the privilege? It is true that the number of boys in this school is
~tab present.very-small- But-its-classes-will again-become full-if-it-is removed to————— i
some more convenient place, that is to say, to the northern quarter of the A
city, where most poor Musalmans reside. ¢

(e; Local Self-Government and Municipal Administralion. . N

28. The Tripura Hitaishi [;]Uomi]lal of ,the 15th January says that Mr. Tt g

; ST ‘Morshead, Magistrate of Tippera, found on iuspec- Hrraism, ‘4‘

the Local s by / W

Boﬁrd’gﬁz‘:)l::;ﬁl L:lishm:l in the  tion tbﬁ'f the Laksham Union Comitteo ‘had kept  Jaa. 15tn, 1501, ‘

Tippers distriot, noaccounts of its lust year’s receipts and disburse : -4
ments, ‘and asked Rajkumar Navadwip Chandra Bahadur, Vice-Chairman s

of the District Board, to make an enquiry into the matter. Kali Prasanna N TTET ‘

Datta, a clerk of the Sadar Local Board, at this time, took a few days’ leave and L R 3

went to Calcutta, whence he.informed another clerk of the Board that he had 1
misappropriated Rs. 4,000 belonging to the Sadar Local Board and the Artisan
Schiool, Kali Prasanna has defalcated not only the Local Board’s money, but
also a large amount of contribution money paid by the villagers for the con-
struction of roads, &c. Syed Husam ﬁaldar Chaudhuri, Chairman of :
~the Sadar Local Board, and-the—Vice-Chairman; Babu—Sris—Chendra-Baonerji, —
_ were Kali Prasanna’s class friends, and, therefore, very intimato with him, This =~
induced them to put much confidence in Kali Prasanna. Cheques were drawn
in the name of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, and they simply wrote
“ received contents through Kali Prasanna Datta,” but never enquired what :
Kali Prasanna did with the money drawn from the treasury. By a little
watchfulness they could have detected the defalcations earlier.” Mr. Morshead
has given orders for Kali Prasanna’s prosecution. There was something like a
+ club for a long time at Laksham, and some gentlemen used to dine there occa-
sionally. Some of the Deputy Magistrates of the station ate these feasts,
which were got up at Kali Prasanna’s initiative. It is very strange that the
Deputy Magistrates never enquired how Kali. Prasanna procured money for
such feasts and never Adeisea him not to give such feasts. Deputy Magis-
‘trates, to be above suspicion, should never come to such feasts.
29. The Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 16th January complains that IRy
At the water of the pond on the southern side of the ) "\s 1001
ou poncin Sariinl loWh- “police lines in Barisal town has become stagnant
and foul owing to the action of the jail authorities cutting off its connection
with the river by placing two bunds at points which introduced river water into
it. A larg?, number of people drink the water of this pond. , _ ' -
30. The Bankura Darpan [ Bankura] of the 16th January complains that Tigae L

e e Ayt _r’ the lanterns on the lamp posts in the Bankura = Danean,
¢ Pankura Munieipalily. town are not cleansed, and no arrangements exist bl L L /

"”fbffli'e flushing of the roadside drains, which are full of filthy water from
privies. Some of the bye-lanes are never swept or cleansed. A
4

e g, o
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(7)— Questions affecting the land.

' he Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 16th
i gl L (:Tfaathggeng, says that nea‘rlyL all th%*pa]sture lands in
Jan. 16th, 1901. Want of pasture lands in the Regpur and other villages in the Midnapore district
Midnapore district. within the znmindari. of the Raja ot Midnagéro
have been leased out, there being now only 20 blgh?s' of pasture lands, where
formerly there were 1,000 bighas. The raiyats are in great distress, as it is
very difficult for them to feed their cattle at home. Cattlo are becoming lean
and emaciated every day.

(¢9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation,

nderft of the Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 15th
g iy tszua,ry say]; that the rcl:md frmgx the bank of
Jau. 15th, 1001, A road snd abilin the Tippers the Sasai river, vid Birpara, to Satbarga, in the
e SRR Tippera district, the repair of which has been
taken in hand by the District Board, should br.a made a l.ittle higher and wider,
a8 most parts of it remain under water during the rainy season, S
- . inconvenience of wayfarers. The repairs which are made to the road should
 be inspected. The "Board should warn the villagers agaiust the practice of
cutting the road in order to make passages for water into or from their fields
and of grazing cattle on the road. 'The bi/ on the southern side of the
village Birpara, which extends up to the corner of the Rai’s house, should be
| ' made deeper and wider, as large boats cannot come to the village even during
‘ the rainy season. _ .
HiTAvaDI, 33" The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th January says that one Chhabil
© Jan. 18th, 1901, Chand, telegraph signaller, in the - Mokameh
Refural of leavo to a railway gtation, on the Kast Indian Railway, applied for
g R leave to have a last look at his mother, who was
" ' on her deathBed=EBHE he was refused leave. A few days after he again
" applied for leave to perform the sradh ceremony of his deceased mother. This
time, too, leave was refused him. Many employés in the Railway Department
receive similar treatment at the hands of the sauthorities. The attention of
Lord Curzon, who is known to be a friend of poor clerks, is drawn to Chabbil
Chand’s case. =

frravans 34, A correspondent of the same paper says that the residents of Panjia,
v ¥ Huda,; Magurkhali, Bagha, Krishnanagar, Dahar
divanted o road inthe Joseoro  Byryli and Chuadanga, in the Jessore district, will
Xvy be much benefited by the 'construction of a road -
frem village. Panjia to Buruli. Postal peons suffer much for want of a“good
road in going to deliver letters in these villages. ' '
Hiva vamr. 35. A correspondent of the same paper says that a portion of the road
_ ] from the village Ramgopalpur to the Brahmaputra
M%ﬂ:‘f}’;ﬁ" oF o toad in the  river in the Mymensingh district, was made pucka
' by the Government. But, as the District Board
of Mymensingh had to spend a large sum in repairing the damages caused by
tho earthquake of 1897, the metalling of the remaining portion of this road
was put eff. Buf, as all the materials for repair are ready, it is hoped
that the Board will resume the work without delay.
Hitvave, 36. One Babu Bama Charan Mukharji, writing in the same paper, com-
1 Kol dhs plains that on the 3rd January last he went to the
g e Rishra station, on tho East Indian Railway, to
catch the train for Serampore, and, as there was no time for purchasing a ticket,
he asked the station master of Rishra to inform the guard of the fact of his
travelling without a ticket. When he arrived at Serampore, the guard, how-
ever, instructed the-ticket collector to realise from him the fare from Howrah

to Serampore. The Traffi¢ Superintendent was informed of this high-handed-
ness, but has given no reply. |

(h).—General.

Monmwmonn 87, The Murshidabd ITilaishi {[Murshidabad}of the 16th makes——
PRy R the following remarks on Mr. Nolan's circular ;:—
. - We- thank—Mr:~Nolan- heartilyfor his high-

mindedness in issuing the circular. He has truly said:—¢ Men may 'dread, ™

)

)

i
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but can never love or regard those who are continually humiliating by the
parade of superiority.” Mr, Nolan is an upright and experienced Civilian,
and has given many proofs of his sense of justice and of his courtesy towards
natives, It would be a very good thing if the officers to whom the circular
is addressed followed his advice. But how far his advice will be followed is
doubtful, for these are very bad times for the Indians,

38, The Sanjivani | Calcutta] of the 17th January says that Babu Heramba

A T Rt e oy Chandra Ban(frf'i .hzﬁ] Wﬁtten_ }a_ gi.story of the lf{a}]
1ROk , ing- -family of Andul, in the Howrah 1strict; in which

: Elslllnnﬁ:i);fsemce i A il , ,heglaa);s that Lord Clive, in order to reward Dewan.

# Ram Charan Rai, the founder of the Andul Raj fgmily, who helped him in_
establishing British rule in India after the battle of lassey, gave his son Ram
Lochan Rai command over 4,000 troops under the Nawab Nazim of Murshida-

bad. But those who some 150 years ago appointed a Bengali as Commander of

4,000 troops now consider the Bengalis unfit for military duty, Bengalis are

‘not so much degenerated, mentally and physically, in the course of a century
and-a-half as to be incapacitated for military duty. Itis because the English

b e Pgmlgrg:mw_xega);d_‘thﬁ?‘h%aI»is_ﬂitb_guugpjgio[]. that the latter do not get military

employment, What have the Bengalis done to deserve such treatment? Have —

SANJIVANT,
Jan, 17th, 1901.

_.J.__they ever been guilty of any disloyal act? . e

39. A Brahmachari writes from Chittagong in the Rangpur Dikprakash
™ | to tinclude the LE@ngpur] of the 17th January as follows —

e L A AL ~'Fhe-great shrine of Chandra Nath, situated in
Department. _ Sitakundu in the Chittagong distrigty, has been
in existence since the Satya Yug. The place received the right arm of the
goddess Durga. The presiding Bhairab of the place is Chandra Nath and
~ the presiding Devi, Bhawani. Here fire burns in water, and that is called the
Baraba Kunda. The five - kros of country included in the Chandra Nath Shrine

- onthe east by the Mandakini Ganga, and on the west by the Vyasakunda. Accord-
ing to the H}irndu Sastras, a man, who dies within these limits, attains Nirvan,
The sacred books, Barahi tantra, Yogini lanira, Bhairabi tantra, Vayu Puran,
tirst part, Adi Brakma Puran and Siva Puran supply information regarding this
shrine. Never from time immemorial has any ruler meddled with this great
shrine. But now the British Government contemplates making khas and

+ . bringing under the Forest Department this five #ros (about ten miles) shrine,

with the exception of only the tewple and its surroundings. It is, however,

the earnest prayer of the Hindu community that Government will not
meddle with this great shrine. The-snatching away of this holy place from the
will be an interference with,the Hindu religion and will wound Hindu feeling.

Its inclusion in the Forest. Dgpartment will prevent sadius and sannyasis from

- getting fire-wood, whenever they r&quire it, for their dhunis, and will be the

cause of the destruction of its holiness, ,

shgi The editor hopes that Government will not encroach upon a Hindu

Aok Ne., 3 o -

~40.  The Hitavadi [Caloutta] of the 18th January is glad to see that the

Natives in the Board Secretary- Government. of ,Bengul has at last determined to
ship and  Government Under- throw open six District J udgeships and four District

Racseryebitn Magistrateships to the members of the Provincial

le.ll Service, Government would not have so long suffered so much odium

if it had acted according to the advice of the Public Service Commission

91}1‘]101': On one point, however, the writer differs from the Government.

T'he Lieutenant-Governor says that the posts of Junior Secretary to the Board

of Revenue and Under-Secretary to the.Government of Bengal will not be

given to members of the - Provineial Civil Service, unlss sPeciﬁlly qualified

‘o_ﬂ‘ice,ars are found among them. One fails to see what this ‘special qualifica-

tion” means, Are the Deputy Magistrates who have grown grey in_the

service and earned praise everywhere in the discharge of their duties in"any

o

experiencq of the country ? Did .t:l_l_e'_ﬁDefpgm){_ 'll‘zla.gistrates_ who_were. occasion-.
- ?"“:Y“ aPPUmt‘Gd"‘tU"tI_‘fe‘post' of Junior Secretury to the Board of Revenue
Prove themselves unfit for the Post? It cannot ajso be believed that there. are
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(78 ) 2y =
no experienced Deputy Magistrates fit to fill the post of an Under-Secretary
to the Government of Bengal. Sk . .
HiTavaDI, 41. The same paper makes the fol!owmg- complaints against Mr. Jolly,
Jan. 16th, 1901¢ ' : District Engineer of Monghyr:— i
Mﬁ;&ﬁ“” , Distriet Engineer of (1) In consequence of Mr. Jolly’s persecutlon

a large number of Overseers, Sub-Overseers and
other officers connected with the District Engineer’s office have been compelled
or are about to resign or retire from the service, Babu Uma Prasad Rai,

_Aecountant; Babu Durga Nath Sarkar, Accountant; Ba.b_u Mahes_Lal, §u_b-
Overseer, Jamui; Babu Bhola Nath De; Babu Binod Bihari Sanyal, Sub-
Overseer, Monghyr; Babus Asutosh Bhattacharyya and ‘Kali Prasanna Sen, and
Munshi Maniruddin are some among these officers. . . o :

') It is nine or ten months since Munshi Maniruddin’s application for
pension was submitted to the District Engineer, but it has not yet been for-
warded to Government. 8 f B o - o st
(3) Although it is the special duty of a District Engineer to do all original
works personally, Mr. Jolly is said to get all such works done by Overseers
and Sub-Overseers. According to a correspondent, the plans of both the road
s cess office and distillery buildings were prepared by th Overseer, Babu ‘Madhav

. AN oL tNe_oriige—al L arKia-"was

““Chandra Chakravarti, and the plan-oi

Overseer, Babu Apurva Krishna Sen. . .

(4) According to the same corres ondent, all drawings and estimates

which are prepared by Mr. Jolly himse invariably contain errors. -

f The slab stone wall of the Sekhpura dispensary was, by Mr. Jolly’s order,

constructed with clay mortar, and the wall, as it was bound to do, gave way
during the last rainy season, and is being replaced by a brickwall.

Many alterations have had to be made in the plan of the Beguserai
: dispensary building in the course of its construction, and this has caused much
\ loss and trouble to the contractor. ‘ . :

(5) Mr. Jolly refuses to advance money to contractors while works are
under construction, : . ar:

-

(6) Mr. Jolly, while treating the contractors as a class very badly, shows
exceptional favour to some among thom. Though the Commissioner for-
bade any contracts to be given to Ram. Sahai Mistri, Mr. Jolly does give
contracts to Bedu Mistri, Ram Sahai’s creature and servant.

: Mr. Jolly is also very partial to the new Company of fkikadars formed at
Monghyr. The contract for the Monghyr drainage works has been given to
‘this Company at rates higher than the ordinary rates. The concrete - rate,

for instance, allowed to the Company is Rs. 16 instead of Rs. 14, the usual rate..
The labour rate allowed to the Company for the dispensary building is higher—
than the usual rate, Rs, 12 instead of Rs. 10, '

(7) Mr. Jolly has thrown the duties of Overseers. and Sub-Overseers into .

disorder by transferring the charge of some roads from the Local Boards to the
District Board. e has ordered Overseers and SubsQverseers not to keep the

monthly statements of work. Many secrets in regatd to his own diary will be
divulged later on. :

@

i A e 42.  The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta]«;"“;?t‘lfe 18th J@ﬁgrjisﬁ_gl_agﬁto see
Jau 10,0900 el A PR Tafazzal Ahmad, a Musalman, pass the final
D(,p:,’";n'z‘,’x‘_“ i the Zublic Works  examination of the Sibpur Engineering College, and

requests the Government to give him an appoint-
ment in the Public Works Department, There is not a single Musalman officer
in the Public Works Department, which is a monopoly of the Hindus.

e 13. The Navae Yug [%alcx_ltta] of the 19th January says that 12 Civil
[ gt T ey : R et ngineers being required for Bengal, Bombay and
El,li,i;:‘;‘r:'i:l"én;fm(}f’d‘“ GVl the Punjab, notifications have been published in

the Home papers inviting applications for these
posts. The pay attached to the posts varies from Rs. 300 to Rs. 400. As
the requisite qualification for these posts is possessed by the passed graduates
of “the Sitipur, Madras andPo gineerin cges, it is difficult to see
why the Secretary of State for India is deprivi ; ives of their due-by

recruiting these officers in England.

A
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44. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 21st January says: — PaaTIvAsy,
iy Alas! how rare in India is the power to win  Jan 2lst, 1901
ofiilfanf ohn Woodburn and Mr. 41,0 poarts of the people by sweet words and affable ~
‘ conduct and thereby to make them as submissive as ~
thelamb. Mr; Oldham is an officer possessed of this power. He is a messenger .
of peace, a friend of the people, a helper of the sick and _the refuge of those. m
danger That is why the Lieutenant.Governor heard in Gaya the deafening
and yet-pleasing cry of Oldham Sahebki Jay drowning even the customary ery
of Chota Lat Sahebki Jay. The Lieutenant-Groyernor was without doubt p}eased
vith-that ery, for that heaven-piercing cry was, in reality, a song in his own
praise and in that of his admirable plague policy. The _Indmns are a grateful
people. How deliuded they are who seek to 'fetter by ties of brute force a
eople whose hearts .can be conquered by kindness huwéver. smal.l! Sir John
%Voodburn is a ruler who rules by the force of love. May his mild policy be, .
followed in every province of India! If it 1s. the grievances of the Indians
will be removed, and the foundations of British rule will become firm as
adamant. ¥ i
45. The same paper writes as follows :— | : PRATIVASL
: The Bengal Government has announced its
t intention of appointing ten Deputy Magistrates to oy
higher = fices-hitherte -reserved for members of the Cival . . .
g Service. The late Umés Chandra Batavyal and . ;
Nandakrishna Basu earned the praise of Government as well as of the public
by their efficiency as District Magistrates.— Babu - Ambﬂga,:ﬂhara,n,Senhis/npw
discharging the duties of a District Judge in a very creditable manner, and no .
one can question the ability of Babu Sur{yakumar Agasti and others. We are
of opinion that there is mo lack of able men among the Deputy Magistrates,
If Government appoints able Deputy Magistrates to high posts, it is hoped
that both itself and the people will equally benefit. Ability is developed by
the inducement of rewards. Sir John Woodburn is impartial and an apprecia-
tor of merit, and there is no trace of antipathy to natives in his large heart.
He has entitled himself to the thanks of the country and laid the Bengalis _
under an obligation by throwing open the higher posts to native officers and oAb
thereby affording them an opportunity of showing their ability. '
The Bengal Government, however, says that to-the two Secretariat
posts now thrown open to the Deputy Magistrates, viz., the post of Junior
Secretary to the Board of Revenue and the post of an Under-Secretary to
the Government of Bengal, the main and essential condition laid down by
‘the Government of India applies with special force, t.c., proved and absolute
fitness. : =) ‘
But the question is whether Bengalis are really unable-to  perform properly i
he duties of the Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue or of ran Under-——
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. We do not think that they are ‘
unable to do'so, . We are worshippers of merit and no blind advocates of race-
partiality. We know- that the development of faculties is the one great
foundation of national advancement. If Bengalis now obtain a few high posts ’
through the favour of Government, they will be temporary gainers, but perma-
nant losers. We are not prepared to sacrifice the national interest on the
altar of race interest, We are not therefore prepared’ like the Anglo-Indian = -
editors—to—sacrificeall hopes .of. future advancement on the altar of race-
partiality. We shall not be sorry if incompetent Bengalis are trampled
upon by an abler race. But the Bengalis should be given a trial before they
are so trampled upon. 1f they prove unfit in the trial, let them serve as clerks,
Deputy Magistrates and Munsifs for ever, and we will never make on behalf
of the country any<prayer to Government for their promotion.
But where is the proof that Bengalis are unfit for these two high posts.
The Bengal Government never denied that the late Babu Nandakrishna Basu
performed thoe duties of the Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue with
great credit to himself, Nor is it possible that Goyernment has promoted Babu
- Purnachandra Mitra to a District Magistrateship by way of reward for ar:iy
- inefliciency “displayed by —him —whil i Junior-Secretary to the-Board. —
—bengalis have ne ;hacLamoucasion_rto“pmmAtheiLeiﬁciency_inJ;lmﬁc_&p_&ci_-_,wﬁ 4
ty of an Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. But they liave given
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but repeated failure of crops for some years reduced him to the plight in which ,
he died. In Bajarpur pargana, water is still standing more than three feet .
high. \
% It is a pity that the Government tahsildars should choose such g time . as
this for realising all arrears of rent for the past year and the seven and-a-half
anna instalment for the present year. -On failure to pay -the demand , -the
tahsildars threaten torealis ] ’ ment and sale of moveable
property. Nothing can be a matter of greater regret if such o )pression is
committed on the poor starving raiyats by the tahsildars under Babu Nanda
Lal Bagchi, the Subdivisional Officer, who is an able and sympathetic offieer.,

The khas wahal raiyats have been badly off for the last ten or twelve years,
and it is a wonder that their condition has not attracted the notice of the
authorities, The Lieutenant-Governor re-assured them, on the occasion of his _ ,
late visit to Midnapore, with hopeful words, but nothing has yet been done

to give them relief. ;
49. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th BRNKURA

January complains of the failure of crops in Go Ble - i SR, :
dirop prospects in- the- Bankura nagar 3;(1 otrl)mjer villages, within the jthigdictiogl; R N R £
it —— the Vishnu station;~~in~~tha "~ Bankura o e
~distriet:Most of the Tands could not be cultivated in time for want of rain,
~ The raiyats cannot expect to get more than three salis of addy from a bigha
~of land, which formerly yielded four .maps, Scarcity of food ‘and fodderis
already felt in these villages. e

VI.—MiscrrLaNtous.

50. A correspondent of the Mikir-o Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 18th MIBIR-0-SUDHAKAR
\ ~ January writes as follows:— : Jan, 18th-1901,
Musalmans  cxoited  against Dear Musalman brethen, how much longer will
- . e you remain- in this sleep of ignorance? Do you
~ever reflect on the plight to which you are being reduced by this sleep of yours ?
Awake for once and open your eyes and see into what a deep well you are
fallen. Do not your Hindn brethen regard you with displeasure ? Alas! how
long will you bear this disgrace and hear yeurselves traduced and maligned in
- ‘this way? Your eyes are nowadays slightly opened, and a few books -are—
being published by you. Itisa great pity that you should yet be unable to "
rescue yourself from this deep well of ignorance. "What a nature this of yours ? : A
You are hearing so many abusive words uttered and bearing so many false
accusations, and yet you look “upon books- written and-journals conducted by
ourcc‘;’-i*él;rgwmsts“w1.t'lf"an eye of hatred, and are eagerly reading the libellous
- books and journals written and conducted by your Hindu brethren, which are,
a8 1t 'were, 80 many mines of slanderous terms and abusive epithets.  You are
turning up your moses and rolling your eyes to see your co-religionists
slandered and vilified in this way, and yet you will not cease to read those books ¥
and journals and take to reading books andy journals by your own co-religionists,

Take up the Bamabodhini Patrika for Bhadra and Aswin last and see how .
your religion and the entire Musalman community have been attacked in an
article headed “The - Arab widow” at page 157." Do yousee? That is why

The writer of the article says: Y For some days the Arab widow sits day
and night by the grave of her dead husband an( wets it with her tears.” The
writer evidently knows nothing about Arabia or he would not have made a
statement of this kind. It ig impossible that in that dreary waste of sand and
 Stone, a widow who has just lost her husband should sit night and day by his
grave, far from all human company, Everbody must see-that this is a figment-
of the writer's brain. 'T'he writer does not ‘also seem to be. awafe of the
existence of the Parda_system among Musahwans— ~1s-impossible ihat a
“pardanisiin-Masalnan wowan should remain vight and day in alonelyplage =~ :
far from all her relatives. A Musalman- widow—Tgalso forbidden to touch her
—Gead-hushand Il her iddat (a prescribed period) has.expired.. [n-faet;—a—
A _Iusalmgn widow must-net-stir-out-of lior dead husband’s house. till that period
“Tas expired,” Noris a Musalman widow permitted to marry again whenever
she pleases; she must allow an interval of four months and ten days (the

) )
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Jap. 16th 1901

( 82 )

iddat) to elapse before ¢he forms a second matrimonial connection. “When a -

gecond marriage 18 fixed uPon,” contintes
grave and prays by it.”

' Wauthorit¥ for this statement. The writer

The writer will

tho writer, *“ she visits her husband’s
greatly oblige us by quoting his
also says that on the eve of her taking

a second. - husband, the Arab widow pours 2 skinful of water on her dead
husband’s grave to i sible anger at the contgmpla.ted_ match. A
man once dead can know nothing of what 18 ta 1nﬂhrga’m—ﬁns ~world:
How can he then be pleased or displeased with anything that happens here?

How again can one’s anger be appeased by the pouring of a gkinful of water

on his grave?

Who, again, has heard of a grave being fanned ? Where, again, in Islam,

&

is it enjoined that a widow should not marry till the earth on her hushand’s -

grave is dry?

Woe are not aware of the writer's ereed. But if he isa I_Hindu, what a.glory'
has he earned by maligning & particular community in this way! Is it not
B

~the peculiar characteris _j;haMtatis_twl}l even of the meanest ?
~Ill-feeling between Hindus and Musalmans is due to peop o of this i

is owing to this mu

co n ditio ), '\\\\w\‘\"\'\"‘“’“‘\"\'\”“'"“\“\\““‘\\\\ P U S W S S S e

51, The I'rablal ['CalcuttaA]

The Furasian question.

fﬁgl'"m-.‘fe“eling-thab the-lndian.peopla”a.r‘e,m.au;zh_,a.,.g;_ige_xgblg .

T i

of the 16th January writes as follows:—
Furasian never loses an opportunity of pass-
ing himself off as a European. To him the term

«pative” is a term of abuse, and he is on no account willing to be known as
a native of India. This false pride is at the root of the poverty and degraded
cocial condition of the Burasians, and is the chief obstacle in the way of their —

advancement. -

Whatever the Eurasians may Say and think about themselves, they are and
they shall remain what they were in the past. Every community in India
knows them to be natives of India, and will never agree to call them by any

other name. To our mind, KEurasians

will never make any progress asa

people so long as they remain unwilling to call themselves natives of India.

Furasians, as a rule, do not reccive high education, but they want to . live
in the expensive European style. The consequence is that most of them are in
a very wretched condition. Want of sympat!% between them and the natives

also prevents them from engaging in trade. | O
a livelihood is service, ~Here, also, they lack t

edueation-nor patrons nor the money

{their only means of earning

three things. They have neither
required to make security depo its.

Thanks to the Government, however, many. “of them —can secure appointments-

and manage to live from hand to mouth.

But how long can Eurasians remain

in this precarious condition ? How_long can they live on the favour of Govern-
ment ? It is their wretched condition which has moved Government to show

them some favour,’but in doing this Gove
to other communities. By appointing

rnment has become guilty of injustice
Furasians in Government offices, the

officials offer an insult to the education, intelligence and social position of

Hindus and Musalmans,

But we are not going to blame the Government for the favour it shows to

the ill-educated Eurasian community. Eurasians are subjects of the Govern-
ment, and, helpless as they are, Government must needs support them, so long
as they do not learn how to support themselves. It is, however, timo for the
leaders of that community to bethink themselves of the means of earning an -
independent livelihood. Otherwise, the time cannot be far distant when it -

will find itself in a gerious difficulty.

For sometime the Eurasians have been agitating to gain a

dmission into

the army. They have submitted & memorial on the subject to Lord Curzon.

His Excellency will do a service to India and gain an undying

himself if he can see

name for

Lis way to creating a Eurasian regiment. It will be

doing good to India in many "ways to admit Furasians into the army. Their
i seion into thearmy—witt-open—eut—a—eareer—to—

e

to—them; will remove the-

___Jisappuintmentt which is now created in the minds of Hindus and Musalmans

in gonsequence of their not setfing appointments in-the—Government-service,

will'relioye Goyvernment of a burden, and
a small cost. -
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52. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 19th January is glad to hear  Buasur Mimm,
: SRl that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal had the  Jan.19th, 1901
Sir John Woodburn's kindness. kindness to call lpersonally at the house of a Musal-

man Zakim of Bankipore, who cured several plague cases of a dangerous type.
The kakim, in token of respect, Eresented his royal guest with a cigar, which
was accepted with thanks. This was a singular act of condescension on the
part of an officer of Sir John Woodburn’s position towards a poor subject. ‘ i
~ 53. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 22nd January says that Sir John  pixcasama,
‘ Woodburn went to the Bengal Circus onthe maidan  Jan. 22ad, 1901,
Sir ‘John Woodburn in the j; (gleutta, but does His Honour know who the
Bemgal'Girons; women are who play in that place of amusement? .
The officials do not visit native theatres, because the actresses who play there
are public women. Lord Dufferin 6nce intended to visit the Star Theatre, but
. had to give up his intention for this reason. If the officials have no objection
~ to visit a circus in which public women are elpployed, what obJe'ctlon can they
possibly have to visit native theatres? Sir John, before his appointment s
Lieutenant-Governor, probably visited native theatres, and has, since ascending
the musnud, witnessed their performances in the houses of the native nobility..
But- objections arise when the questic on‘is*ﬁﬂﬁ;myipgwisita to the theatres.
~The tone-of-the native theatres wanld improve, if the officials paid visits to
e _‘.,__tthL_m,_Wh,,;_.,m*_.mw,,m_w..muﬁ_«w..wvmmﬁ Bn P P e A A e B, . " i
54, The Dainik Chandrika [Caleutta] on the 23rd January has the p,iuy cauonms,
Wh;f’* following within black borders with reference to  Jan. 23rd, 1901.
Her Majefty's death. — Hor Majesty’s death:— ' :
Brother Bengalis, brother Indians, this is a day of great grief and deep
w_for you, Your affectionate mother Victoria is no more; plunging her
sons, daughters, grandsons, grand-daughters, relatives and friends, and the
subjects of her world-wide empire in the deep sea of sorrow, she has made her
great departure. Under the dispensation of that stern ruler, Time, we have
to-day lost her under the happy shadow of whose peaceful sceptre we lived
free from care and anxiety. We shall no more see that calm and serene face,
no more hear those sweet words. We have to-day lost our mother and become
orphans. Which way soever in this vast world we turn our eyes, we hear cries
of deep sorrow and most heart-rending wails. The world has to-day gone
into mourning (asauch) for that great goddess Victoria. i
. Weep, peopleof Bengal; weep, people of India; weep from the bottom
of your héarts. Such a day of sorrow, such a day of mourning never came and
will not come agdin. To-day, we are all motherless. Come, brothers, let us
do the duty which sons should do, let us perform the duty we owe our mother
Vietoria-after her death—let us go into mourning (asauch) like so many
motherless gomg —— s B AL L T
Englishmen, you are our superiors in colour, in qualifications, in every
respect ; in fact, you are our rulers. Yet you have to-day suffered the same
‘misfortune as we have. Like-us, you, too, are motherless to-day, Come,
brothers, let us in this universal mourning, act like dutiful sons by going into
mourning (asauch) for a month for the death of our mother, : '
55. Referring to Her Majesty’s death, the Medin Bandhav [Midnapore] msow Baxouav,
YA of the 23rd Januaryhas the following in black :—  Jan. 2ird, 1901,
8 Queen’s death, A dire calamity has occurred. The Queen of
Great Britain—the Empress of India—Our Queen-mother Victoria, is no
longer in_the world of . the living !!! A telegram received at Midnapore at
11 A, this day has brought us this heart-rending news. ‘

H

URrivA PAPERs,

56. Referring to the proposal of Government to reduce the number of A iLta
Proposed roduction of civ  CiVil appeals preferred hefore the High Courts in Hrramsmint,
appeals. | India, the Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra% of the 2nd  Jan-20d, 1001,
January, and. the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 12th Janua strongly support
the opinion of the British Indian Association, Calcutta,‘angy observe that the
people have unbounded confidence on their High Courts, which are generally

Tyh:t =g s = . e
and inexperienced officers "

- Weredin the Tower courts by a certain number of young

L
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o ey
’ :h Courts are a salutary check. The writers hope that Gov-
g:::n:;]tofvlﬂtih 33&% theozrrguments of the above Association before proceeding
any further in the matter.

- Iour Hil s'alu'hi [Bamra] of the2nd January is of opinion
Hipazaain, b {mr 't‘;mt the existence -of a large number of small tanks

Jua.%d, 10l Bad tanks within tho Balasoro  within the jurisdiotion of the Balasore Municipalitﬂ
MR is a source of danger to the imblic heslth, inasmuc
as many of them are used  both for drinking and culinary purposes by the
"‘_;emu—ofm—mieipaw writer is of opinion that a certain
number of these tanks should (ll)e cl?t?ff Wﬁ#heﬁehe
. certain specified sant rules. R
s s ug%d uanI:: Uriya an}:ie ‘Navasamvad_[ Balasore] of the 9th January is sorry .
AR to notice that the health of the Balasore district 18 . -
ol Cholora_and small-pox in the . pot good, inasmuch as cholera and small-pox are
Balasore district.: ing in, several hat the diatnat,
URITA AND 59, The same paper, 8s also its contemporaries, the Samvad Vahika
‘ : SLOTARMNIES L AE Balasore] of .the 10th January and Utkaldipika
1 Lo Raintall 4nd she crope in‘Oriass ECuttack] of the 12th January, state that there were
o fows showers of rafm-in-the-present month in all the districts of Orissa, where-
: by some crops have been benefited, while oﬂler_EToﬁi’hmm'-=momf=er=—leus
L A a1 o Samyadvahika regrots that the rains will prevent-the mango trees
from putting forth blossoms and, as a consequence, the mango crop will be

Jan, 10tb, 1901, that Government is contemplating to raise the fees
Frcpored seisiog of school-fees i 511 zilla schools by 30 to 50 per cent., and observes
s iy *  that, in consideration of the poverty of the Indians,
the education of their childern, which is already too costly, should not be made
still more expensive. The writer is of -opinion that a policy, which wants to
throw obstacles in the path of acquiring knowledge, is not only injudicious, but

short-sighted, andhiopes that the authorities will give up the idea at once.
SAMVAD VAHIEA, 61. The same paper has reason to believe that the Raja of Nilgiri has
i 3 e ingratiated Limself into the good graces of the
oy pain ot residents of the Soro and Balasore thanas of the
Balasore district by giving them permission to take fire-wood from a portion of

his reserve jungle, of which they were in great need.

UTKALDIFIEA, 62. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack) of the 12th January, is surprised to learn
Jan. 12th, 1001, _ ) that the Director of Public Instruction in Bombay
An order issued by the Director hgg jssued an order prohibiting the educational

' ! £ Public Instruction, Bombay. g j ¥ «
T_, g S 5 5 NI 5 officers of that province from taking any part in

: short.
‘ SAMVAD VAHIEa, 60. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the10th January regrets to-learn— -
t

~ the proceedings of the-municipalit sidency, and has asked some—
who had apgﬁed for election by the rate-payers in certain municipaliti
to explain their conduct, as if such conduct was reprehensible. The writer
shopes that the sympathetic Governor of Bombay will cancel the injudicious
order of the Director, ;
UTKALDIFIEA. 61, The same paper draws the attention of the district authorities in
A circular issaed by the Orissa OTiS88 to the circular issued by the Commissioner
Commissioner not fully complied Of that division regarding the use of correct and
X - _ legible Uriya in the Revenue .Courts of that
division, as the writer has been informed that proper attention has not yet been
paid to the provisions of the circular. - :
UTRALDIPIKA. 64. The same paper exh(irts' the public of Orissa to subscribe hand-
- - somely to the fund started at Oxford with the
o Maz-Maller  Meinorial Obﬁctthoi grexta_tting an endowment in connection
wi at institution, to perpetuate the memory of
tl;e late Professor Max-Muller, who was connected with it for a large nux'zlber
of years, - . b \
UnLirE, 65. The same paper recommends the proposals, which a zamindar of

The proposals of an Orissa ,Orissa bas I_nade in Phe columns of the Calcutta
L samindarfoe Tecovery-cient: Statesman, with the object of realising rents from

? B L NIRRT e o 'S those raiyats who are accustomed to run into -
. . OITGATS. 6-proposais-consist 1o-ear at10 a raivat’s
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(8 ) ,

occupancy holdings, and of summary ejection in the case of mnon-occupancy
holdings.. The execution of a decree on the _ora.l application of the decree-
holder, the service of summons through the registration branch of the post
office, and a few other proposals of the same nature are also su;.)p(.)rted. b
66. Referring to the proceedings of the Famine Commission, the same
(‘ov;arnmont's instructions to the pﬂilper p()illtts OUt- tga-t tgey 5‘1.'0 au .ve'.ry gtOOdf’ tt)llllt
= ol what is most required 1s the asgerfainment of the
AL P causes of fami?le which  has ’B’é%%@éuﬁd to occur
frequently in India, The writer regrets that| Government kas not ordered

*~a thorough enquiry into the causes of the oft-repeated famine, specially as

Lord Curzon is at the head of the Supreme Government, The writer ‘hopes
that the causes of Indian famine will be found out soon and removed, as
_prevention is always better than cure. o Y

67. Referring to the annual exhibition of flowers, fruits, agricultural
products, &c., to be held at Cuttack.on tHe 25th
of the present month and/the following days, the
e same paper points out that the Exhibition Com-
mittee should make it a point to encourage the bona fide cultivators, most of
whom remain in the interior of the district, and this can be best done by

The Cuttack Agricultural Ex-
hibition,

»

UTEALDIFIKA
Jan, 12th 1901,

UTKALDIPIKA,

granting themfree-accommodation-in-the-town

with passage money as are too poor to afford the expenses of their journey to

Cuttack. The writer observes that this can be best done by deducting certain
charges under the head ‘ Nautches and amusements.”

68. A correspondent of the same paper, by name Sanatan Patnaik, who

is a temporary resident of the Cuttack town,
complains that a bearing cover despatched to his
address from Angul on 31st December 1900 reached him in Cuttack on 4th
January 1901, and that two stamped covers similarly addressed did not reach
him at all. The correspondent was on that account extremely inconvenienced
and mortified, as the letter conveyed the news of the death of a near relation
of his, whose funeral rites he could not observe in Cuttack in due time. The
correspondent prays that the postal authorities will take this matter into their
special consideration, as all Hindus are .very semsitive on the question of
funeral ceremonies. AL A \

A postal complaint.

CHUNDER NATH BOSE,

Bengali Translator,
BeneaLr TransrATor’s OFFICE,
_ The 26th January, 1901, =5 —

UTKALDIPIKA, LY

o
3
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CONFIDENTIAL.]

NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL

4

REPORT (PART II) .+

ON

FOR THE

 Week ending the 26th January 1901,

'_‘.BONTENTSK\

‘ Paos:
I.—Fozrrrax Porrrice: (e)—Zocal Self-Government and Municipal  Addminis-
The Englishman-and-the Chinese Imbroglio ?bl Eration: 7
French invasion of England i o . e b Frraalasittek i ales
1 : - ; gularities in Municipalities . et
Tlg Af:ﬂ;:nder Cf)ng_resl and the Indi.hl{ Nhhm'xil' i " Sanitation of towns on the banks of the Hooghly. .,
Theoll;gei o .pa(,riotismm sy ﬂnpepllilmghwater scarcity ... .
De Wet “versus the British Generals in South b i urris %i;ltgder Moo}:fiage Street ..,
Africa “Sus ¥ ¥p. S | The D T i
it L ; b. e Dacca Municipality Soenh
L e W O R Yoy A
kb s o Ol ae " ™ 92 Babu Nll:)l_l;}:ﬂ.l Muker;()il_ :tnd his work
AL ) : itto itto
Maou‘ﬁhx‘;'r’i':: s speech at the (onFress held .m i, ;I‘he last mfgtinﬁ of the Cateutta Corporation
; 3 : PRy nsanitary Belghoria
a‘fh'; %t::;l‘sv%;mstlons and ;A:)swors 11 ‘The £nglishman and the ( aleutta Municipal Cor-
China and Japan oo 12 - Ditto - |7 *
Mr, Kriiger exposed £22 Ditto S ditte

IT.—~Hous Amumsru.'non.
(a)=Lolice =

A dacoity

The Police and the Congress

Dacoity at Scorah - ©

A row over Building Regulations ST

(U)=Working of the Courts—

Late hours at Arrah Courts

Mr. Gabriel of Beguserai ...

Mr, Samman of Midnapore

Mr. Dentith of Dacca =
Closing of Courts on account of the plague
Mr. Montreau of Bankipore o

Corruption in the Gaya Courts i
Nawsb Syed Amir Hossein vy
Ditto ditto

vDress for-Vakils of the Higil"Court \
Mr. Ainslie of Monghyr .,

(€)=Jails—"
Nil,

(d)~Education—

Poona College of Science

uzaffarpur as the Entrance Examination. centre

instead of Bankipore ) an
An Infant School for the teaching of ‘8 engali
4n appeal to the Caleutta University ...
Monghyr in the Entrsnce Examination:

Indian education in relution to Indian Commercs

air $

South Parrackpore Municipality
The Calcutta Municipality

% . -
b, |( j)—Quastiom'aﬁcting the ‘Za)ui—
1b.

93 The Patwari system in Bihar i
S The Famine Commissicn and Land assessment
The abolition of the begar system in Assam
A remedy for the frequency of famines
The Famine Commission and Land assessment
(9)—Railways and communications, including canals
tbb and irrigation— -
)
.ih, Reconstruction of the Mohni bridge, Darbhanga ... 103
1d, Mismanagement on the Assam-Benga
1. Esstern Bengal State Railway e
1h, - Buggested conveniences for the trgvelling public of
ib, Belghoria ..,
ib. Delay in despatching and deliverin
£4 | Mr, Soler, late of the East Indian ]gailwny
ih, A curicus‘circular
ib, The diversion of ‘the river Damodar and its results
(h)—General =
e Chausa courtesy
The Provincial Service
A temperance appeal pg ...
The Income-tax Office | s
th, The dccentralisation of the Postal Comptroller's
Office SV g dnd ‘
ib, A fresh cirenlar ) 5 Tt
1b. Discontent and demoralisation among the members
96 . of the Provincisl Executive Service
ih. t . Ditto ditto
1h.  The Minor Civil Services™,,
- 1 \
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-Bupply of good drinking-water in the interior
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“#  IIL—LEGISLATIVE.

The Arms Act
The Mining Legislatioa =
Civil Appeals Biil

IV.— Naittve SrarEs:

The late Diwan Kanti Cliundra
Native  hiefs and /x)e Turf

V.—Prosprcts or THE CroPs AND (ONDITION

oF THE PBoPLE.

’,\

" Rainfall and harvesting

Plague mortality .o
Weekly plague summary

Weather Review for the mt;l;th of Au

The phenomenal weather
Plague at Monghyr

(/90 )
Paon. P
1 VI.—Misoarranzous, e
| FEmployment of Muhammadans in the publj i ‘
. I Bnlli:'x(?lufozh Mukerji, Assistant Mnl:nge: .'Ie‘rl;: Fa
, Gaya ... K i
\ Mr. Oldham, leismw oR Gy Sy ::
| .. 108 Mr. Nolan's circular A s
— 0 His Honour at Bankipore . ;e oont®in "
hyiy The Iot of the Indian clerk 10
Tmportation of Civil Engineers from England .~ 35
Suppression of litigation .., ook "6'
Restriotions on British Indians in South Afries | !b‘
The People of India - e "b:
The late Mr. Justice Ranade % 1'“
Ditto ditto T
Ditto ditto % e
A Bjtto ditto T zb.
e ; itto ditto N
Mukerji LSS Ditto ditto 2 il
... 108 Ao e th,
E Anglo-Indian ignorance and the Congress ib
The funerals of Babu Kanti- Chandra M nkerj.i ]
and Mr. Justice Ranade ib
Co sper’s Hill College " ol
N | The illness of Her Majesty the Queen e
: Mrs. . Shakespear's “Home for Motherless
Lushai Babies " ib
His Excellency Lord Curzon s 12
< %5 gie Treatment of murderers who develop insanity after
e ib. conviction ., e we $b
" “ih. Her Majesty the Queen's illness w H
gust 1900 ib | Tho Congress Reception Committes .., P 1)
. 109 , Commissions in the Army for Indians ., Wb
. b Trend of public opinion/ .., e PR
1 =

;.
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Hiwvpoo Parrior,
19th Jan. 1901,

POWER AND
. GUARDIAN,

21st Jan, 1901,

POWER AND
GUARDIAN,

21at Jan, 1901,

POWER AND
GUARDIAN,

21st Jan. 1901,

POWER aMD
GUARDIAN, |

21st Jan, 1901,

.

Powgr AND
GUARDIAN,

218t Jan, 19014

": : ' BENGALEE,
¥ " 17th Jan. 1901,

A

—

BENGaLRR
19th Jan, 1901

 statesman, cannot help deprecating

(92)

277. 'The following remarks are taken from the Hindoo Patriol of the 19th

! instant on Turkish diplomacy in China :—

. Tvekey a0d Chisa; - Turkey and China have never had" an diplo-
matic relation with one another, but His Majesty the’ Sultan of Tur ey now
roposes to send a speéial religious mission to China to preach to the Chinese
Kt oslems, and at the same time to inculeate loyalty to the rei%ning Emperor,

The project has obtained the approval of the Turkish Ministeria, Council which -
recommends the despatch of two ulemas, four civil officiale; and two interpretors—
““to "dissuade the Chinese Muhammadans from participating in any anti-
dynastic movement.” The importance of the project will be evident when_ it
is remembered that there are no less than fifty millions of Moslems in China,
and that the mere knowledge of the Sultan’s favoprable inclination in the"
present crisis towards the existing dynasty ¢ will ntl;terially strengthen the
hands of the latter in claiming the support of the Muhammadan population of
China ” '
%78. " The Power and Guardian of the 21st instant refers to the speech of

o 14 Mr. Cronwright Schreiner at the Congress ' held in
Mr. Schreiner's speech at the g 4} Africa, the sentiments in which are anworthy

c held in South Africa. A :
ongress held in South Africa, of one belonging to a subject nation. Comparing

it with what the Indian National Congress does annually, it remarks that
England should ever be prepared to do India that amount of justice which her
case and loyalty warrant, ; ;

279. In a notice of Mr. Stead’s * Questions and answers with reference

: to the Boer war,” the answers'to which are re-

Mr. Siead's *Questions and 5podused, the same organ, while expressing its
Answers. . - p aile s . . P . g

opinion that. Mr. Stead is a sincere patriot and

‘ the unworthy and seditious term he often

uses in vindication of his position.” :
280. The news that the*Boers have been foiled in their efforts to influence -

. * by their presence a rising'in Cape Colony, will, the
Tho Boee war, same paper says, please the world, for {hti(;‘ig’éle

reason that it forebodes the completion of the bloody campaign at no_dstant

date.
281. ]Writing of the acceptance by China of the Joint Note of the

i Lty Powers, and her consequent humiliation, the same
- S G S journal reminds Japan that China’s fate is a lesson
to her ; that a day might yet come when one of the strongest European Powers
ggigbt be tempted to acquire her for the mere satisfaction of imperialistic
ideas. :
282. The Power and Guardian of the 21st Januyary has alsoa paragraph on -
ATl 4 the subject of the publications recently issued

s L o which have for their object the unmasking of
Mr. Kriiger. The writer, while admitting that the ex-President is “a demon in
human form,” sees nothing to justify what he calls the ¢ immortal’ war ¢ which
has been raging for over a year; and which is likely to lead to the ultimate

prostration of the warlike' Boers.” '
: IT.—HoME ADMINISTRATION.
(a)—Police.

283. From Gosain Durgapore, Nadia, a correspondent writes to the

) " Bengalee of the 17th J anuary, that a daring dacoity

i’ was committed in Dashamy Bazar, some 10 miles

from Chooadanga station, when some 15 or 20 robbérs broke into the shop of

Babu Bidhu Bhusan Mukerji, Sub-Deputy Collector in the service of H:-H, the

Maharaja-of Hill Tipperah, and decamped with a small gmount of money. An
enquiry is progressing. S bl - i .

234, The Bengalee in its igsue of the 19th insta t, repéats the complaint

e ‘ of the Bikash of Barisal that the local Police

whie-folishnd e Sonkrier et secking the names and addresses of the gentie-

men who were appointed delegates to the Sixteenth National Congress from

Barisal, and points to the case of a Police officer in the North-Western Provinces

who was punished recently by Sir Antony MacDonnell for having established

1

Ay v O "= iy
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hours in the evening to t 4 Co
‘ 288. The Bengalee brings to light certain cases to show that Mr. Gabriel,

It wishes to know if the Barisal

: ; i thority. |
a system of eapxonnge ‘without authori &e delogates by the Loos] -Govern:

Police have been authorised to pursue
ment, ' i

o lowing paragraph appears in the Amrita Basar Patrika of the
it _The followmg e 9%? gnata.gg:—“A daring dacoity was committed in._
Dacoity at Storah. ~ the house of & woman in the suburbs of -Boorah,
ang of about.six armed men broke-into-the-ho: ) ‘
Aéb%nfx%;orﬂaments, besides Rs. 800 in ct’\’ah, the savings of years, and decamped.
A vi i iry is proceeding.” ’
i v%gxéous 'II:’I‘:LNOB‘::;;:YMSP an artige in its issue of the 20th instant on the
; : " arrest and detention ' in Aajat of a respectable
oA Tow over Building Regula- oo tloman in the suburbs of Calcutta, whose op
o - sition to the demolition of hig gvall, ordered under .
the new Building Regulations, led to an affray. ’I‘h‘e,wx}? er asks if Mr. James
is not liable to a charge of wrongful confinement for keeping this gentleman in
hajat when he was charged with offences that are bailable ? : :

- (8)— Working of the Courts.

-287.  An Arrah correspondent writes to the Behar Herald of the 16th

Ui instant that though there are four first-class Deputy

Lote hpure in Sercutmi, Magistrates, ‘one Joint-Magistrate, one Assistant

Magistrate, one second-class Deputy Magistrate, a Batwara Deputy Collector,

and one Income-tax Deputy Collector, some of them hold their Courts till late
Ee great inconvenience of the publie,

~the Subdivisional Officer of Beguserai, delays in

1 Mr Gabeisk ol Bogusers, decid.ing criminal cases, and wonders how the Press . -

complaints against him have escaped the lynx eyes of Lord Curzon,
289. The Midnapore correspondent of the Bengalee writes in the 17th’s
issue of that paper, comElai'ning that Mr, Samman
Mr. Summan,” Magistrate of punished one of the ench clerks without any
Wikanory j rhyme or reason, and that his clerks do not get
their pay till the 9th of the month. ' : ‘ o
290, The Amrita Bazar Patrita’s special correspondent, writing in the
‘ , ' issue of that paper of the 19th instant, complains
My; Dentith, that Mr. A. W, Dentith, the J. oint-Magistrate of
Dacea, dismisses complaints, right and left, under seetion 203, Criminal Proce-_
dure Code, without even an enquiry or investigation, S
291. A correspondent writing from Monghyr to the Bengalee of the 20th

instant suggests that the Courts in distriots where .

The closing of Courts on account ¢} o plague is raging should be closed for some
_ of the plague. titng ’

R92. 'The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s own correspondent at Bankipore, in his

Py . letter to that paper of the 21st instant, accuses
v Montreau, Deputy Magis- pfy. Montreauy ‘“an ease-loving Deputy Magis.

: ; trate,” as he calls him, of always, when possible,
trying his cases summarily, ' . '

R93. The Power and Guardian of the 21st instant is gratified to notice the POWER AND GuUag-

o A SR laudable efforts which the District and Sessiong
bl s L0 Judge of Gaya is making to bring about a healthy

change in the system of work in all the Courts under him, with a view to -

Suppressing bribery and corruption. Blackmailing by ministerial officers in
Gaya is a notorious fact, and the Sessions Judge seems determined to purge

the whole district of corruption,

A :
294. = “Rate-payersof the Northern Division,” writing inthe Jndian Mirroy
IS ir Hosein - ©F the 22nd January, is sure that if the Govern.
B e At Botillen grants Nawab Syed Amir Hossein an exten-
sion of service for a year, the public would consider

it a great boon, "

ey

3
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295. The Hindoo Patriot of the 22nd January, writing of Nawab Bahadur
8yed Amir Hossein’s 1mpending retirement, hopes

v \ that as he is in the vigor of manhood and his

judgment is still clear, the Lieutenant-Governor will grant him' a further. .
extension. All classes will feel grateful to His 'Honour if, in the public

interest, he would specially request the Nawab Bahadur to continue in service

for some time longer. » 1% i

Nawab Syed Amir Hossein, c.1.B.

296~ The question of a-proper dressforthe— Vakils of “the High Court :

. ) . will shortly, says a writer in'the Bengalee of th
Cu]u)::" for Vakils of the High.. gopq instagrt, receive the consideration ng the Chie‘;
o A ‘ Justice. The writer suggests that a gown and
surplice similar to those worn by advocates, the gown to be of a different colour,
would suit the vakils without infringing the right of the Inns of Court, and

would also add to the dignity of the Court. .= - :

297, The Amrila Bazar Pairika, in its issue of the 22nd January, draws.
. the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor and the
: Atilnslie‘ au«il his cg}lvicg‘;l Hon'ble Mr. Baker to a case in which a gentle-
Tudisn Ponal Code, """ man in Monghyr was sentenced by Mr, Ainslie,
. Deputy Magistrate, under section 267, Indian Penal
Code, to rigorous imprisonment for three months for removing his son from

Monghyr to his native home. -

“No wonder,” says the Patrika, ‘“ that plague measures should stink in the
-nostrils of the people of this country after such a case of unparalleled severity.

Fancy that a bereaved father was actually dragged before a crinfinal court
aud sent to jail with hard labour for three months, simply because he carried
an alleged sick son home'who died on the way! Even in Bombay and Poona,
where the plague administration was carried on in the most -inhuman manner
possible; })eople were free to go anywhere they-'liked, though stricken down
by thé fell disease. Sir John Woodburn has earned the gratitude of the whole
nation by his generous and heneficient plague policy. -~ Only the other day,
His Honour assured the people of Gaya ans Patna that he would never allow
them to-be molested in the name of the plague. But, it seems, some of his
subordinates are determined to go against his humane policy and render his
administration unpopular. = Indeed, they will not allow even bereaved parents
to weep in silence over the loss of their dear ones, Perhaps Mr. Ainslie was
quite within his rights in convicting and sentencing the man, though our
correspondent says that it was not proved conclusively that the son had
plague when he was removed; but  he ought to have remembered that there

- was such.a thing as humanity. What could be more monstrous than that a

father should be treated as felon simply because he sought to save his son?
And the unfortunate man suffering from the death of his son under extremely
painful circumstances, was sent to jail, though a mere warning or a few rupees’
fine would have served the ends of justice! How would Mr. Ainslie himself
have felt if he were in the position of the bereaved father whom he has given
three months with hard labour and his son were in the grip of a deadly disease
in a strange place “where plague had broken out? The case’demands the
immediate and-derious attention of His Honour.”

(d)—Education.

2098. The action of the Principal of the Poona College:of Science in
restricting the admissions to the College this year
. to 40, has created alarm and indignation, says
the Bengales of the 17th instant, and it hopes the matter will engage Lord

Northcote’s attention. v o ‘
209. A Motihari correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika of the 17th
instant writes that, in view of the outbreak of

Poona Collego of Science.

Muzaffarpur as the Entranee plague in Bankipore, a memorial will be submit!;'ed 3
to Goverhment on the desirability of making

Examination ‘centre instead of .
Bankipore. 5 i ;
Muzaffarpur a special centre this year for candi-

dates for the Entranct’ Examination from the Champaran district.
300.  The same correspondent writes that the proposal to establish.a
An Tnfant Sehool for the teach. €100l for the teaching of: Bengalee to children of
jiig o Bdngaine, both sexes has at last proved successful, and a ama}l
supervising committee has been formed with certain
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Bengalee ‘ gentlemen of influence interested in the scheme as its members, and

the lIead Master, Zillah School, as its Secretary. ¢ - ' ;
301. Inthe correspondence column of ‘the Indian Mirror of- the 19th

: instant appears a letter appealing to the Syndi-
An arl. S0 the  Calews: * oo ol tiikie Ohlnila University to open” two

INDIAN Mimmom,
19th Jan. 1901,

L IR —sepurate’(B.and A:) courses for the F, A. Exami-
nation, as in the B, A.. ' e ‘ i

302. The Bengalce of the 20th January 1901 suggests that, in view of

; D & of the existence of é)lague in Monghyr, candidates

pobcpahyr  in the Entranss goo s Bhnsncs xamination from that district

o) ' - : should not be. allowed to appear at the Bhagalpur

centre, which is happily yet free from the diseaso, but be examined at

Monghyr, ' 55 i :

303. In the course of a two-columned leader, the same paper in its issue of

. . the 22ud- instant, expatiates on the necessity of

Imlifm egncation in its relation Indians beslirring themse . for the purpose of -

. TR BT discovering the means by which the “might best:

resuscitate their moribund commerce, by the attainment of which alone would

they acquire political rights. - ' ' J "

The education imparted at Indian educational institufions is essentially

a non-commercial education, and it is ‘not fair  to complain that the young men

do not take to commerce, and that they prefer to crowd the professions for

which their education has equipped them. The European availing himself

of the discoveries of Science has minimised the labour of man and cheapened

the labour of production. The articles of commerce which Europe offers to the _
markets of the world, unlike those produced by India, are not the result of

handicraft. - The Indian manufacturer is, therefore, at a great disadvantage
.in competing with the European manufacturer; since the existing system of '
education does not teach him how to utilise inachine labour for the production

of articles of ‘commerce. 'I'he result i8 that all the indigenous industries of

India, once 80 famous all over the eivilised world, are in & mo¥ibund condition;

-The universities of Germany were the first to see that unless oung men were

educated in the. practical use of the laws discovered by Science, those laws

would but barren discoveries, serving no useful purpose. And so they

began tg bave practical classes, where experta taught the young men of Germany

how to-put the laws of Science into ‘practical use for the purpose of producing
- the articles required by commerce, ‘England soon followed in the wake of’

Germany, and institutes for this propose sprang up in Britain. 'In India,

however, the old methods have continued, with the result that the employ-

ment of its young men is the most pressing of all the problems which

demands immediate solution at the hands of Indian statesmen, and the vast

natural recources of the country are left to lie alone, or are being exploited
-by foreign adventurers, Therefore,” concludes the writer, * there is every

certainty that if a large body of enlightened  merchant princes of Indian origin
demanded the necessary rights and privileges, no. Government, however

strong, would dare to withstand its just demands. For so has it ever been

among all the nations of the earth.” And 80 shall it be with our own people

in India. And the first step which we would suggest to the desired eénd would
be by so modifying the educational system now obtaining among us, as would

allow of the learning by our young ‘men of the methods by which to utilise

the lessons of Science loarnt by them at school and college. We have

= -awakened to the fact that labour by itself is highly respectable. And the

lf-a-cgnt,ury or more of European education that we have had, has taught
us that it is earnestness of purpose -and honesty and“hard work which dignify

to indicate,”

man, So that the time is now ripe for the new departure which we have tric?d.{ &

T

" (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration,

2t

‘BEnGaLEs,
mlJ-l. 1001

Binum.
22nd Jan, 1901.

304. The Hindoo Patriot of the 17th instant understands that ¢ e whole ai;.;o Yo

assessment made under the South Barrackpore
M umcipalit{ has baea,mismanaged by the appeint.
ment of a clerk as the assessor (paragraph 193), A similar complaint reaches. that:

{ =

" Trregularitiep in Municipalities.
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BENGALERE,
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Buwaarxs,
« 17th Jan, 1991,
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INDIAN MiIRROR,
18th Jan, 1001,

,Bancarks,
18th Jan, 1901,

Vi A

paper from Budge-Budge v.vher_e the grievance of the rate ‘payers proves to be sti]]
more serious, and though it will not vouch for the irregularities ¢omplained of, it
learns that assessmants of holdings under the Budge-Budge Municipality have
been rated higher than those for similar holdings. in Calcutta, and that different
members in a joint-family have been separately assessed. As in Barrackpore
a petty clerk has also here been promoted: to be the assessor. These cases are
commended to the notice of Mr. Allen, who is requested to institute an enquiry
into the complaints made and redress them, = ol -4
805. The Hindoo Patriot of the 17th instant reproduces an extract om
o f the report of the Sanitary Commissioner with the'
fstimtﬁtmnlﬁf towns on the banks Government of India on existing sanita; y condi-
dieog! el " tions of towns on the banks of the riye Hooghly.

306. A Santipur correspondent writes to the Bengalee thgtif Government

y - does not intervene to prevep it, there will be a

water famine in the near futtre, .
He also complains of the condition of the burning-ghit where there i8 no
_protection from the inclemency of the weather forthose who attend cremations.-
307. The same paper hears that it is propg sed to change the name of Hurrish
e el W under Mogkerjee Street, in Bhowanipur, into
stg::f"b Chunder  Mookerjee Curzon or ¥ork Street, and, for the information of

) the Commissioners who are moving in the matter,
explains the circumstances undef which the street received its name, to alter
which now would be construed as s mark of disrespect to the memory of
Hurrish Chunder Mooke ee, and would . be stron 1‘;' disapproved of by the
Hindu community. : ‘ i : .
: 308. The Indidn Mirror accords the strongest possible support to a petition
submitted to the Chairman of the Calcutta Corpora-

' tion protesting against a proposal to change the'
name of Hurrish Chunder Mookerjée’s Road in Bhowani ur, This new road
was 80 named in compliance with a resolution passed by the Corporation itgelf,
apd’ the man whose name it bears is rightly regarded as the father of the’

ndian Press, fa VG ‘ }

309. 'The Bengalee again refers to the failure of the administration of the
Dacca Municipality ‘under its official Chairman
(paragraph 194), and cites the case of Howrah, a-
similarly governed munieipality, which official testimony has declared to be
the worst in the province. The appointment of an official Chairman, therefore,
18 not the panacea of municipal eviﬁ;. The truth is that the Magistrate of the
District is 8o over-worked and has 80 many things to do, that he has not time
to attend to municipal work and can only exercise a sort of general supervision.
It is a mistake, therefore, to burden District Officers with the res onsible duties
of the Chairman of large Municipalities. It was indeed, one ofp the objects of
the scheme of Local Self-Government, us devised by Lord Ripon, to afford
necessary relief to over-worked District Oficers,

310. The Hndoo Patriot is glad to hear that the proposal to change the

y . name of the street at Bhowanipore which bears
Straep'd  Chunder  Mookerjee ¢po o of Hurrish Chunder Mookerjee has been
; - rejected by the General Committee of ‘the Corpo-

ration,

311. The Indian Mirror cannot understand why Mr, Cotton, of all the

, - Commissioners, should ‘have resisted the motion of

higB;};:k, Nilambar Mukerji and p Hou’ble Mr. Apear to express the Corporation’s
: ~ high sense of ‘appreciation of Babu Nilambar
Mukerji, the Vice-Chairman’s work, and is surprised that the Vice:Chairman, in
spite of his excellent services, has still been condemned in a Government
Resolution, ¢ Thgt” says the writer, “is his reward, while Mr, Bright, the
late ' Chairman, who was continually falling ill and doing little, has been
decorated !” s :

312. The Bengalee refers to the same subject, and thinks that the Vice-

Tia. ' iIrman’s services deserved special recognition.

_ o “If the Governmenty” it ‘says, “recognizes the

services of its officers by conferring titles and honours and decorations upon

ghemz was 1t too much for the Corporation .to pass a special vote of thanks to
its Vice-Chairman for devoted and brilliant service ?” = ;

Impending water scarcity.

The Dacca Municipality.
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813. The same paper again refers to the last Calcutta Municipal meeting,
and in its leader devotes a ‘column to the scheme

Tho last meeting of the Cor- for the reorganization of the Secretary’s Depart- -

P ment. It does not question the necessity for the
“ reorganization, and thinks that Mr. Greer has not taken up the matter a day

too soon. It is, however, _distiuct(ll'y; in* favour of Mr. Apcar’s proposal for the
' appointment of a committee, and cites several 1nstances to show that not a

a single department of the Corporation has been re-organised without a careful :

and exhaustive enquiry by a competent committee, ;
314. A correspondent writes as follows from Belghoria to the Indian
Wy ; Mirror of the 20th January :—The sanitary con-
Insanitery Eelghoria, - dition of the }flace is much to be deplored. The
Mehter service is not at all carried on regularly. Every house has, 80 to speak,
a night-soil depdt in\it. The municipal men take very little notice of this
sad state of things, although the health of the place is far from satisfactory

now-a-days.

315. 'The Bengalee of\tbe 20th instant, reproduces extracts from a recent .

. _ leader in the Znglishman to show that that paper is
The En,ql_i::lm;n nm:i the Cal-" gln ady beginning to get dissatisfied with the new
- LU L Municipal Corporation and the new Municipal Act,
and would seem to be in favour of further modifications of the Act and restric-
“tions of the Commissioner’s powers and of a further expansion of the authority
of the executive. It concludes thus— :
4“The best thing is to abolish the C
* the semblance of Local Self-Government, and sibstitute in its place a purely
official administration of the city, Things are rapidly coming to this consu n-
mation, and the sooner the mask is thrown oﬂ’,\t_l;e better for all parties.”
318. The Amrita Bazar Palrika of the 21sb.instant, has a similar article
on the Buglishman’s attitude towards the new Muni-.

i cipal Corporation, which it seeks to show has -

changed from one of warm support to that of wholesale dissatisfaction.

317. On the same subject, the Hindoo Patriot seriously considers

ol , Whether, under the present circumstances, it is
.

Corporation. It says— ,
p“Why not do away with it altogether? We predicted at the time when

the new Act was passed that, with the death of Local Seli-Government, Municipal

- administration of Calcutta would be greatly deteriorated. The power of the
Chairman would be immensely increased it is true, but he himself would be the -
first to'acknowledge the debt which he owed to the old independent members °

of the Corporation. Under. the altered conditions the present members cannot
render the same kind of service as that which was received from ¢he old
Corporation. One should have expected that the European communify would
have been satisfied with | the working of the present Corporation. ~~But we
notice in the columns of) the Englishman growing dissatisfaction of the European
community also with the present situation. We were reproached when we said
that no class of residents in Calcutta would be benefited by the change then
proposed. Our protest was not heeded. No one with a spark of self-respect
would now stand for Municipal election. The reason is plain enough, They
refuse to be mere puppets. We are sure the Chairman feels his work to be
onerous and irksome, There is no one to guide him by his sound and indepen-
dent advice;afid to Jighten his task. The situation is becoming more and
more grave every day.” o L,
318. The Hindoo Patriot of the 21st January fully agrees with its con-
: cardi BT temporary of the Bengalee (paragraphi266) that the
i supply of good drinking water 1 obien: of supplying the u%al.i'c with good drinking-
in the interior. P : pPplying P : .
- water and thereby averting a water famine is a
serious one, which Sir John Woodburn and Lord Curzon would do well to solve,
<19. A writer . |in the correspondence columns of the Indian
South Barrackpore Musicipaliy, complaints noticed at paragraph 193 6f the Report
o0 newspapers op the administration of the South Barrackpore Municipality,

¥ -l
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and hopes that Mr. Allen will interfere in the matter ‘in the interests of the
general body of rate-payers,
320. In continuation of its remarks of the previous day, the Hindoo
Y Patrist of the 220d instant wishes the public
Fhis Oplenits Musioiphiiiy, to understand that it is not through any fault of
the pilots that the Calcutta Municipal craft runs the risk of being wrecked on
the rocks ahead. It says: — :

‘It is now clear to the man in the street that there are inherent defécts in -
-the Act itself ; that the Calcutta Municipality is a huge machine wkich it is
extremely difficult to work ; that there are numerous items of detail that it iy
hardly in the power of any one man or body of men to carry in his or their
head; that there are defects of organisation, inconvenient precedents and the
usual red-tape sanctified by long tradition ; that the dust of ages hasto be swe t
off every single thing you hundle; and that even an official, with his heart in
the right place and possessing an active brain and axious to do the right thing
-at the right time, is most seriously handicapped.” b »

The present Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation who accepted the
appointment at considerable personal inconvenjence, hss, since taking over
cEarge, been working as hard and as devotedly in the interests of the town
and the rate-payers as it is possible only for a'man gifted with extraordinary
powers of work and habits of industry to do. T'here are, of course, limitations
to human capacity and human eflorts. Yet signs of improvement in various
directions are visible. The rcfuse platforms in Circular Road are now
being treated in a rational.way. The conservancy carts, instead of standing on
and alongside of the platforms, now discharge their contents, which are whisked
off by the Municipal Railway train before-10 A.u.

A sound policy of amalgamating, as tar as possible, the Health and Engi-.

‘neer’s Departments of the Corporation is now being considered, and something
good and practical is expected, Then there are the Municipal accounts, the
Becretary’s office and the Warrant Department, which are being purged of their
shortcomings. " '
: The trial of Municipal cases is another great anomaly. But. it is under
stood that there is & proposal to appoint a Magistrate ‘under the Act for the
trial of these cases. The writer coucludes in these words: Corruption and
nepotism have been rampant in the Corporation for some time past, and he will
be a great benefuctor of the community who will muke the place lcss and less s
refuge for ¢ incapable’ of all sorts and conditions, and a shooting ground of the
‘rubbish of all offices of Calcutta.” ! ‘ )

(f)—Questions affecting tie land.

321. The Behar Herald of the 16th instant has an account of the duties
; of a Patwari aind the evils of the existing

Thr Pebwit fpen st S Patwari systcm in Bihar, and remarks that, not-

- withstanding the strong representations on, the subjoct, no action has yet been

taken to remove the evils complained of.
822, The Amrita Bazar Pairika has the following leader on the subject
e e s P of the Famine Commission and land assessment :—
fond A R ~As we have already pointed out, (paragraph
200) the Famine Commission, now sitting at Nagpur,
has not formulated any questions calculated to throw light on the important
subject of land assessment and its pressure on the peoplo in the various Provinces,
The Malguzari Sabha of Nagpur has, however, rightly, as we think, taken
advantage of the Government Resolution and submiited to the Commission
a paper of notes, showing how' the assessments of the mew settlement have
né):ctad the landholding classes in the Ceniral Provinces. The notes do not
indulge in any arguments, but have carefully pieced together a set of valuable -
facts and figures, all taken, as we are assured, from efficial reports, which
_Place in a clear light the real”character of the new assessments and their
econemig effect an the people. o g s 4
That the enhancements of the new settlement have, except in ono . or two
districts, been heavy---in some tracts very heavy—is admitted. In fact the
figures published by Government itself place this beyond deubt, These en-
hancements, which in most districts have been imtroduced all at once and net

J
5
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progressively, are mainly defended on the ground that jn spite of them the
Government demands absorb. only a small portion of the gross produce of
land, and that their incidence on occupied area as compared with the incidence
in other parts of.the Empire is low. : : 1l )

- In the Central Provinces persons - having rights in land fall Xnncxpall
under two classes: the Malguzars propr_ietorg and their. tenants. As regards
the latter, it scrves no useful purpose to cofpare tho rents as fixed at the
settlement with rents in other Provirices, and to say of the former that they

are light when placed tide by side with the latter. For what is fair rent

depends on a variety of local circumstances, No rent, however low as com-
pared with other rents, can claim to be tair, which does not leave to the
tenant a share of the produce which is sufficient to keep up the stock from
which he furnishes the seed, pays the labour and buys and maintains the
plough-cattle and instruments of husbandry, together ‘with the profits of his

stock from’ which he derives his means of livelihood. Thisis the smallest

share which has to be left to the tenant, if he isto live on his land. The
rent must come out of what remains, and can never be made to exceed the

‘value of this residue without depauperising the tenant, A rent which has’

this undesirable effect, can never be called fair, however lovy it may be as
compared with other rents. R A :

Again, the residue available for rent in the case of different kinds of land
is not a constant quantity, but varies with the quality of the land. In rich
lands, the produce is so great, that a smaller portion of it is fully sufficient to
- replace to the cultivator his farming stock, together with its legitimate profits,
leaving & comparatively larger portion from which to meet the rent-charge
of the landlord. In poor lands, on the contrary, the produce is small and
consequently a much larger portion of it is absorbed 1n replacing the stock
together with its profits, ‘even where the costs of cultivation are not greater,
-which they generally are in the case of poor lands. The balance available for
rent is thus smaller.” It follows that rent in the latter case, though smaller
as compared with the rent in the former, cannot be called lighter, In fact, it
may press more heavily and, though ostensibly light, way really be ‘quite the
contrary. Crop experiments giving the gross produce of various kinds of
land are reported every year. To say nothing of the ez-parte character of these
experiments, they, by themselves, cannot  help us to determine whether, as
tested by the above canons, the rents as paid in the Central Provinces are
so low as to be unfair to the landlords and therefore to the Government,
which bases its assessment on them. ‘ :

- What is needed is a carefully-conducted enquiry, in which the people
concerned must be permitted to take part, directed to ascertain, (1) the quantity
of land generally "held by tenants in various assessment groups, (2) its gross
produce taking bad with good years, (3) the cost of replenishing the farming
stock, (4) the profits which the tenant must be able to keep to himself in
order that he and his family may live, and (5) the balance left after meeting
the above charges. It is this balance alono that can determine the real
character of the rent that has to be paid and ‘its pressure on the tenant.
Uutil these factors are ascertained, it is & meaningless cry to appeal to the
figures of rent and say that their incidence is losy. £l ‘

privri the rents, as they are actually realized, represent what the land
is capable of paying. without encroaching upon the share that legitimately
belongs to the cultivators. This at least must be true of tenants whose rents
are capable of enhancemeni by the landlords. This was the case with the
majority of tenants in the Central Provinces until recent years, Itis not in
the nature of things that, with a growing demand for land under the stress
of an advancing. population, the malguzars, having power to demaud a full
rent, should have abstained from doing so and allowed the tenants to pay
year after year an unreasonably low rent. Thus ever thing is in favour of
the view that the rents a8 actually paid represent what the tenants are capable
of paying, and are therefore fair and not low rents.

In connection with this question of rent-agsessment, it has been said that it
18 the heavily-assessed lands that are most immune from famines, those lightl
assessed suffering the severest from their effects. The explanation of this
“apparent paradox  is easily given. The words “heavy ” and “light” are

1 |
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v-compnrativo terms. An assessment apparently and comparatively heavz i8 not
than the

really so in the case of highly fertile lands, unless it is actually more
value of the portion of the produce that is left after meeting the cost of cultiva-
tion and the profits.of stoék. On the contrary, an assessment apparently light
may, by its tendency to encroach on the cultivator’p Jegitimate share of profits,
keep him in a state of chronic proverty, driving him to the Government relief.
works on the first occurrence of an unfavourable season. These fallacious

~ doctrines, by their tendency to obscure the real issue, are apt to mislead,

* AMnrTa Bazam
PATRIEA,

19th Jan, 1901,
1

Hiwpoo PaTrIOT,
10th Jan, 1901

AMPITA BaZaR
PATRIRA,

19th Jan. 1901,

Coming now to the other class,—the Malguzars, —the proportion which
the revenue assessment of Government may bear to the gross produce of the

land has not much relevancy in considering how the assessment affects them;

for the major portion.of assessable assets consists of rents paid by tenants,
The revenue is paid out of these rent realisations. The proprietors have, no
doubt, their own cultivation, but this forms only a fractional portion of the
assets upon which a settlement is based. Moreover they are at least entitled

to get a tenant’s profit from their’ home-farm. Thus, in order to determine .

whether an assessment presses unduly on a malguzar, we must confine ourselves

to a determination of the question how much of the rental assets, including ‘the

rental of the sir, is absorbed by the various Government.demands, and what is
left to the malguzar after meeting all village charges. It is this balance that is
the real index to the character of the «ssessment. 1f a new assessment is pitched’
80 high as all at once seriously to reduce this balance, the effect on the
economic condition of the malguzar is disastrous, and it is no consolation to
him to be told that the proportion which the new charges bear to the gross
produce of his village lands is low as compared with similar proportions else-
where. When a heavy enhancement, introduced all at once, is added to short
collections from tenants, year after year, under the stress of <ontinued bad
harvests, it does not take long to reduce a once well-to-do proprietor to a state
bordering on insolvency. The figures given in the notes of the Malguzari
Sabha are startling in their character, and we propose to give short summaries
of them by and by, These will explain more clearly than anything else why
the malguzais say that a great many of them, under the operations of the new
settlement coming into force during a season of continued agricultural depres-
sion, have been ruined. ; . e
3823. Noticing the abolition of the system of begar in the Cachar district,

the Amrita Bazar Patrika, in its issue of the 19th ‘

;o o abolition of the dogar systom  jrgtant- hopes thatthe Hon’ble Mr. Cotton will hold
an enquiry into the complaints of the villagers and

8eo his way to abolish the pernicious system from every district of Assam.

324.  The Hindoo Patrist of the 19th January reminds the Pionecer that

the question to be answered in regard to the fre-

f‘éi;‘;’:"dy"‘“ the frequency of quency of famines is not whether there have been

: more - disastrous jfamines under 'British rule’ than

under the Muhammadan rulers, but how the people can be: helped to resist the

scourge. It finds that resistance is impos ible, so long s the State insists upon

tuking away everything from the cultivator except the barest necessaries of life.

The permanent settlement in Bengal has, to a great extent, lessened the

miseries of the people, and the cceasional failures of the season do not affect

the raiyat in Bengal in the way they affect the inhabitants of the raiyatwarl

bracts. A permanent settlement, therefore, as its contemporary the Hindoo

gc_)ints out, and in which opinion' the Patriri agrees, is the remedy for the
isease, -

325. The following leader is taken from the Amrz't?z Bazar Patrika paper

A % o of the 19th _instant:— y
L‘ﬂ““.ﬁz’;’;ﬂ;t'%m“‘” and In our” previous article we tried to establish
two propositions:—

(1) That the rents paid by tenants in the Central Provinces, though low as
compared with renty paid in” some’ other parts of the Empire, cannot, in the
present imperfect state of our knowledge as to the various data which determine
the real character of the pressure of the rent-charge on the produce of the land,

be characterised as unfairly low. There is, on the contrary, every reason to

think that the existing rents are the proper rents, and that they cannot be raised
60 as'to bring them.on a level with rents paid elsewhere without :“iiling the
tenants, - o T ; s .

tooghc o

w

This content downloaded from
103.87.140.100 on Sat, 11 Feb 2023 13:58:52 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms




» (-101 )

(2) That it is neither the average incidence of reyenue assessment on the
cultivated or occupied area, nor the proportion which the revenue-charge bears
to the gross produce, that determines the pressure of the assessment’ on the
malguzars. It is the balance of profits left to them, after meeting the various
Government dues, that constitutes the real index by which to judgo of the
fairness or otherwise of a particular assessment. g N

Now the position of the malguzars has undergone a material change under
thé arrangements leading to, or connected with, the new settlement. - To
begin with, when the old settlement of Sir Richard Temple was mt;'oducefl, the -

- country was in a highly undeveloped state. Thero were large areas of cyltlvable
virgin land, which constituted a most frultful_sQurce of futu_re profit to the !
malguzars. There was, further, the great potentiality of profit in the expected
rise in the level of prices of agiicultural produces resulting from‘the, opening=
up of the country by roads and railways. ' s 4y : '

With a full knowledge of these facts, with the deliberate intention of letting
the people enjoy undisturbed the entire benefit of. future improvement in the
conc{)ition of the country, that great and far-secing statesmen, Sir Richard

Temple, caubed the Government to give to the Province the boon of .

a long-term settlement. The extracts frem official papers which the Malguzari

Sabha gives, and from which we intend making selections, amply prove

this. The abrogation of this policy and the introduction in its place of the
rule of short-termn settlements, coming down so low as ten years in some
cases, after more than a quarter of a century of progressive rule during
which most of the districts lad been greatly developed, is rightly consid-
ered by the malguzars as a serious grievance, as a measure which robs
them of a much-prized privilege, which- they had been led to believe was
always to be theirs. If a thirty-years’ settlement was a right polioy,
when the country yet awaited its development, the malguzars contend
that it could not cease to be so now, after the great rise in prices and oxtension
of cultivation during the past thirty years and more, in the benefit of which the

Government is able fully to participate by its new settlement. Why then have

it for a short period, unless it be with the .object of withdrawing from the
people as much of the benefit accruing from the progress of the country as
ossible ? 4 !

h Along with this reduction in the period of settlement and the uncertainty

and harassment inseparable from constant revision proceedings, it is suid— _
(1) That the percentage of assets taken as revenue= has in several districts

* been increased;

(%) That sir lands, which were lightly valued for purposes of assessment
at the old settlement, have been now valued just like ordinary tenant’s lands,
and thus the malguzars’ profit are indirectly reduced ; and ;

(3) That two new cesses, a famine cess and a Patwari cess, have, in

“.the interval between the two settlements, been imposed and an old cess
increased by one per cent., the net result bein , that while the malguzars ‘paid

44 i)er cent. as cesses under the old settlement they have now to pay 121 per
cent,

There is a further new charge introduced in the shape of a contribution
towards the pay of the village watchman. The papers placed at our disposal
do not show at what rate this is levied. But that it exists, is undoubted,

—The increase in the percentage of assets taken as revenue is a most serious
matter. The increase in ono district ( Bilashpur) is shown to be as much as 6 per
cent., -ory.including cesses, 8 per cent. over the tigures of the old settlemen,
We are unable to find any justification for this, seeing thaf even after maintain.
ing the old percentage, the Government could have secured a very handsome
ncrease of revenus, What adds to the hardship is'that, while under the old -
settlement, the malguzare’ profits increased year by year with the progress of
cultivation and the rise in prices leading to” rise in rents snd the pressure of
the Government demand was thereby reduced, there is no such prospect before

them now. Cultivation: has touched in the - advanced tracts almost the ‘safe

limit to which it can be extended without encroaching on grazing lands. ' These
tracts have also been connected with the principal trade-centres, and there i8 noy
likelihood. of any permanent rise. in prices on a cousiderable scale, Lustly, the
‘new Tenancy At has practically put it out of the power of the malguzars to
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~ 'Belghoria railway travellers.
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enhance rents at their pleasure. For all intents and purposes, rents during the
currency of a settlement will be:what the settlement officer will fix. Thus the
percentage obtaining at the beginning will abide till the end of the period of
the settlement. There can be no relaxation of the pressure, and there will
be none. , '

In the Government Resclution on the Nagpur Settlement it was ointed
out that the percentage taken as revenue was reduced at-the new sett ement,
This is undoubtedly the case in this as in two' or thres other distriots{  The*
reason is that here the percentage, taken at the old settlement, was ag high as

80. But what with the light assessment on sir land and on the sure prospect '

of future rise in profits, the pressure was not so severely felt as might at first
sight be thought, Be that asit may, this high percentage "was taken in the
teeth of Government order fixing 60 per cent., if not 50 per cent., because it
was gaid that the people were in the habit of paying it under their own rulers,
But there is a most vital difference between the state of things under Bhosla
rulers and the state of things now. Whereas, under the native rule, what was
taken from the people was spent on the people and nothing was sent out of the
country, quite the contrary is the case now. If the matter be prdperly worked

_up, it will be found that only a smaH fraction of what is realised as revenue is

returned to the peo&ﬂe. The bulk of it leaves the country for good. Moreover,
many important indigenous industries, such as cloth-weaving and metal-manu.
facturing, were, in old days, in a most flourishing condition} and added largely
to the wealth of the country. The latter industry has now almost disa peared,
except as to brass utensils ; and as regards the former, it-is in a most depressed
cgpdition. A percentage, which could be paid with ease under - these
advantageous conditions existing, might, with their disappearance, prove
crushing. It is, therefore, misleading merely to take into consideration the
high amount of revenue formerly taken, and ignore the various mitigating
circumstances of the period which rendered its incidence quite bearable. It is
the high assesement of the present day, acting side by side with the never-
ending drain out of the country and the ruin of all indigenous industries, that
makes the question one of life and death with the vast masses of the people,

(9)—Railways and communications, sncluding canals and irrigation.

326. A Darbhanga correspondent writes as follows in the Bekar Herald
FRLET R e - of the 16th instant:— R .
oo Darbhaoe 0F the Momi - ( Ag the question of repairing the road from

i T, e Mubbi to Burgau] 18 now ‘e%gagi%g the attention
of the District Board authorities, it may not be out of place to ask the authori-
tics to reconstruct the bridge at Mohni, With so many culverts or openings
to accelerate the passage of water from Burgaul andy its adjacent villages
during the rainy season, these villages are inundated on all sides, damaging
the crops. For this reason these villages have a scanty supply of crops almost
every year. By reconstructing the Mohni bridge a grisvance of the people
will be redressed.”

327. A Chandpore correspondent, writing to the Amrita Bazar Patrika .

. “* of the 19th instant, complains of mismanagement
polismanagement on the Asssm-  on the part of the authorities of the Assam-Bengal
engal Railway.
had to get-down for the meld. . .y
328. A correspondent writes to the Indian Mirror of the 9th instant
5 , that it would be a good thing if the Eastern Bengal
astern Bongal State Railway.  State Railway authoritios altered the departure of
the 5-33 p.M, train to 5-40, which would enable office people to catch it in
good time. He also recommends the renewal of the old time-table of the
month of March 1900. : Fi | A I
329. The Eastern Bengal State Rai!dvay authorities are requested by a
L e ' correspondent/,in_tho Indian Mirror to depute an
Buggested convaniences for tho  gqditional booking clerk to Belghoria, at least
: during the first three days of évery month, to help
the local man to sell fresh monthly suburban tickets to the 400 passengers who
daily travel to Calcutta from that station, A waiting-room for females is also
sadly needed in the Belghoria station-house.

(

A
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330. The Hindoo Patriot reproduces, in its issue of the 20th January; the

4 Pioneer's comments on the delay that lLas been

Delay In dorpatchivg and deli-  olhseryable during the last two years in the despatch

et taleg"m"_ . and delivery of telegraphic ‘messages, which is

accounted for by the staff being overworked all round, and remarks that, as all

classes of society are affected, the complaingé ought to be removed even at
some sacrifice. ; "

331. The Bengalee publishes eoxtracts from a petition submitted by

2 Mr. Soler, lite Clerk of Works, Umballa, to the

Mr. Soler, late of the Kast Agent East Indian Railway, on the subject of his:

A dismissal without any charges being specifically
framed against him, and without his written defence having being taken
thereon, and hopes that Mr. Douglas, with his English man’s love of fair-play,
- will order an exhaustive enquiry into the matter. ;
332. A Gauhati correspondent sends the same paper a copy of a curious cir-
T cular said to have been issued by Dr, E, E, Francis,
A sunauycirsitisr: Medical Officer, Sections 2 and 3, Assam-Bengal
Railway, reproduced below :— : ' ¥
““The medical officer wishes to draw the attention of all subordinates to
their indents of medicines, : , At .
“ About 400 different kinds of -medicines are actually ‘in stock in this
Railway. ' ; .
] 'f:his extravagance must cease, and indents in future be for reasonable
quantities of drugs in general use only. The practice of similar Government
dispensaries must be more closely adhered to. ; e
~ ‘1t is not contemplated that medicines should be provided to act as a spur
to the flagging energies of native gentlemen. Medical subordinates will, in
future, advise abstinence and cleanly life in these cases and prescribe mno
medicines.” ' : i
The Bengalehopes that this matter will engage the attention of the
Railway authorities, both here and in England. Iti§ a question affecting the
life and health of o large number of employés who spend  their energies in the
service of the Railway. ' j s
333.‘ Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to Amta on the 30th
T A N instant, the object of which is to see the condition
Damodar and its rosults. . ©f the country found about Amta owing to a diver-
sion in the course of the river Damodar, a writer,
in the Bengalee of the 22nd instant, hopes that Sir John Woodburn will do
something to relieve the sufferings of the thousands who inhabit this part of
the country. ; ’

(h)—Generai.

- 234, The Bengalee makes an earnest appeal to the Hon’ble Mr. Baker to

A e -look after the Chausa officials and to teach them

sy il i a little of that politeness and courtesy for which

he is himseif so distinguished. It is constantly receiving complaints on the
subject (paragraph 98.) , i

335, The leader in the same paper has the following appeal to Sir John

‘ > Woodburn : —When the announcementwas made

_ that Mr., Abdur Rahim, Barister-at-Law, was to

succeed Nawab Syed Ameer Hossoin as Presidency Magistrate, we ventured

to record a protest against the appointment (paragraph 218), not, indeed, on

the ground that Mr., Rahim was not qualified, but that the appointment

was one which should} go to the Provincial Executive Service.. We have

a high opinion of Mr. Rabim’s abilities and character, but we-made the protest,

" Dot on personal, but on high public grounds, A great service, such as the

Provincial Executive- Service, with the important part which it plays in the

The Provincial Service.

administration of the country, must have sufficient attractions to draw to it -

men of real a.bility and ambition, They. will not be  satisfied with the
ordinary appointments in the regular grades. There must be- rize-posts
carrying suitable emoluments and of sufficjent dignity to appeal,to. their

ambition. The Presidency Magistracy is one of -these prize-posts held out to-

the members of the Provincial Service. It would be an administrative blunder
to withdraw the post from the Service and confer it on a- member of the ‘Bar,

“w'
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however able and qualified he may be. We regret to have to note that while -
public opinion is pressing with unusual persistency toimprove the status of
the Provincial Service, the Government should afford ground for the appre-
‘hension that it is not prepared to respond to it. During the time of Sir Charles
Elliott a grave blunder was committed when one of the Judgeships of the
Small Cause Court was withdrawn from the Provincial Judieial Service and
conferred upon a member of the Bar, That was felt to be a grievance, and
even-now it can hardly be said to have been repaired, although four District
Judgeships have been thrown open to mewmbers of the Subordinate Judicial
. N Service. The truth is that a shock is instinctively felt when a great appoint-
{ ;i ment, which had belonged to g particular Service, is withdrawn from it for no
| sufficient rsasons, although in other directions the status of the Service ig sought
to be improved. Is there any reason why the Presidency Magistracy, which
i8 to fall vacant on the retirement of Nawab Syed Ameer Horsein, should not
be conferred upon a member of the Provincial Service ? It cannot be that
3 ' there is a dearth of able men in that Service.  When that Service can suppl
4 District Magistratcs and Secretaries to the Board of Revenue, it is absurd to
hold that in its'ranks men.are not to be found equal to the responsibilities of
the Presidency Magistrate of Céalcutta. We could mention names, but we
decline to do so. If there are competent men in the ‘ranks of the Provinecial
| Service to fill the office, we ask—Does jt not involve grave injustice to them ]
P to go outside their ranks in search of a stranger ? ¢ The claims of Government
| ' servants first, those of outsiders next’—mugst be the motto of the Government,-
‘" Other things being equal, a Government servant must be preferred to an

|
{ i

nesoaan. CD8llenge assent, J 4 :
100 Fam 10011 336. The Bengalea of the 19th instant joins the appeal of the Zudian Witness
that the Resolution of the Congress on the temper-
Bl ance question may be heard by the Government, = -
100 o 1001 337. The same journal learns that Mr. Peters, Assessor, Income-tax
: O it Eiving " Department, is trying for- an extension, and thinks
¥ Eath) ; he ‘well deserves an extension, and hopes the
authorities will grant it, considering - the long and meritorious services he has
rendered and the energy and strength that he still possesses. He is universally
popular, and has been spoken of in the highest terms by successive Collectors,

Aunita Bazan 1118 Tetirement will be a distinet logs to the Department. ;
PATRIKA, - 338. The Amrila Bazar Patrika of the 19th instant, in referring to the
10th das, 1901, hardships entailed on the Bengalee clerks by the
2 carrying out of the decentralisation scheme ' of
Mr. Badshah, remarks that the report of Mr.
‘ Atkinson, who was deputed by the Viceroy to enquire into the matters com.
. plained of by the aggrieved clerks, is now before the Government, and that
- the Comptroller-General and the Digector-General' of Post Offices are trying
\ their best to prove the success of the scheme. It is expected and hoped that
N ‘ \ His Excellency the Viceroy and the Finance Member will take an indopendent
~ and unprejudiced view of the situation, not only in the interests of the poor
clerks, but those of the' Government itself,”

The Patrita is astounded .to hear that the Comptroller of Post Offices is
now contemplating to extend the decentralisation scheme. to Burma, Judging
from the fate of the Delhi and Nagpur men, a proposal to deport the clerks
to Burma wili simply“drive them mad, : ‘ A

EURER 190 849. A recent Government circular, ; prohibiting the admittance of :
, outsiders in Collectoratoe offices, finds favour with

A temperance appeal.

Decentralisation of the Ppostal
Cowptroller’s Oflice.

i

21st Jan. 1901, :
et A fresh circular. the Power and Guardian, in whose issue of the 21st R
instant it is pronounced ‘a move in the right direction. ; : '
B el 340. The discontent and demoralisation among members of the Pro-
“lat Jan, 1901, ' vincial Executive Service are made the subject of a

Discontent and demoralisatii n lengthy leader in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of the

amoug members of the Provincial 215t instiri gy

Kxeoutive Service, ; st ,l?stant'. (Rt e e A $ '
L ' T'he writer, in this article, considers the causes

under two heads which operate to produce the prevailing discontent ‘Appoint="

ments and Postings,” and promises to deal with injustice done in the matter of

their promotions in a subsequent article, y Z '
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APPOINTMENTS,

When Lord Ripon’s scheme for competitive examinations came into force,
the principle adopted was that the bulk of the vacancies would be thrown open

to competition, and only a few would be reserved for Sub-Deputy Collectors and
others. 'Now, however, the number of posts filled by competition has almost

fallen to zero, owing, it is said, to the existence of such few vacancies, _ This
dearth of vacancies is the result of granting frequeqt extensions gf. service to
officers in the upper grades—a practice which inflicts a double- injustice. It
reduces the chances of promotion to men in the service and lessens the
number of vacancies to be thrown open to competition.  Another- grievance
is the alleged «filling up of vacancies by the selectan of men who have passed
low down in the list and the appointment of their seniors to Sub-Deputy
Collectorships. _

PosTiNGs,

The worst complaint under this head is that Deput_v‘Magistrates, who are
not among the favoured few, are indiscriminately transferred” and retransferred:

While most of them move in a wide and ecentrio orbit, there are others ever :

rotating round the metropolis. . The are the satellites of the Secretariat.
While some men are serving all their lives in their native districts, others are

denied that satisfaction, because the rules are against the practice. Then again

the appointment of -officers to the charge of subdivisions is no longer based

on any principle. Most of the subdiyrisions» hqve been given to Kuropean
and Eurasian Deputy Magistrates, whose travelling allowances have also been
increased. : .
341, 'The second article on this subject appears in the next day’s issue, :

Discontent and demoralization 80 i8 eutirely devqted,to the grievances under the
among membéers of the  Provincial headlng of ¢ Promotlon.
Executive Service, Formerly, it begine by saying, promotion was
invariably given in all the grades according tosseniority. This golden rule
was' departed | from only in exceptional cases, and its justification would be
fully known | to the officer concerned as well as to the other members of the
Service. - But now promotions in the grades above the fourth are regulated not
by seniority but by merit. As a matter of fact, these promotions are wholly
dependent on the remarks recorded in secret and forwarded confidentially to
Government with Administration Reports,

These remarks, it is said, have very little to do, except in rare cases, with
real merit. They are largely coloured by the idiosyncracies and personal likes
and dislikes of the officers recording them. It often happens that the remarks
recorded by one officer vary widely from those recorded by another officer with
respect the same Deputy Magistrate. What is still worse, copies of these
fateful temarks are never given to the officers ccneerned, even where an officer
18 fatally ‘stabbed behind his back, and his prospects ruined in secret, He
knows nothing about the matter, and while living in a fool's paradise, he finds
one fine morning that he is transferred to a penal station, or superseded in his

« promotion by & man who is not fit to tie the latchet of his shoes.

Against this stabbing in the dark the Deputy Magistrate has absolutely no
redress. If this procedure was adopted in the case of the lower grades, where
newly-appointed officers require o be carefully watched, there would be some.
thing to. be said in its favour; but when a man has risen from the eighth to the
fourth grade, is it not in itself a guarantee that he is an officer of merit ? To
shelve him after his long period “of approved service, when he is nearly grey
with work and experience, simply because his Distriot Officer, himself perhaps a
boy and far inferior to him in every respect except in colour, has recorded an
unfavourable opinion of him in secret, or his junior has secured a better opinibn
from another District Officer, is a piece of heartless injustice, which there is no
language™ to characterise. Instances are known where such sudden blows
Proved-fatal to the unhappy victims, Not even the worst criminal in the land
18 condemned unheard, or behind his back on ez-parte statements of this
Character, Surely old and loyal servants of Government ought to receive
greater consideration at the hands of the Government thap ordinary criminals,

. This unfortunate practice is preducing most disastrous results, and merit,
Conscience, and sense of self-respect are all being * crushed out of the Service,

| : A

g e
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Those who have entered by the door of competition are not wanting in ability,
intelligence or administrative capacity. But they find that ‘“‘no conviction, no
promotion ” is the rule of the Service, and that unless they -slavishly follow the
caprices of the District Officers and float obedient to their will, againsttheir
own convictions, they have no chance of receiving good. remarks or obtaining
promotion. There is- no limit to the degradation, to Which they sometimes
sink to earn the good graces of their superior officers.

Stories are told of certain Deputy Magistrates who attended every morning
the stable of the District Magistrate to look after the grooming of his horses
how another worthy took the measurement of the Magistrate’s foot with his -
own silk handkerchief, and then got a pair of carpet shoes from Calcutta,

( 106 )

" which be isent:to the Magistrate as ‘‘ a present from my poor sister for your . .

honour’s golden foot;” and how a fhird officer, seeing the Magistrate riding past
brought out his handkerchief and dusted the ‘‘ sacred shoes” of the rider. ’

Sir John Woodburn should personally look into the appointments, promo-
tions and supersessions in this important branch of the public Service, instead of
wholly leaving it to his Secretaries, who, having served all their life in the
Province, would be above human if they did not try to further the interests of
those for whom they have somehow or other conceived a liking. Never was
the Provincial Executive Service filled with such discontent and indignation
as at present, and as the real executive administration of the country is in its
hands, the position is a most serious one, and deserves the close and serious
attention of His Honour. . i

342. Tho Bengalee of the 22nd instant subjects to a scathing eriticism the
The Minor Civil Servioes. | Teplies of the Governments of India and Bengal to

. - the memorial of the Indian Association on. the ques-
tion of the Minor Civil Services. The facts adduced by the Association, says the
writer, except in one or two unimportant matters, are not challenged, but the
Government assumes an unassailable position hy sheltering itself behind its own
ipse dizit without the smallest attempt to justify its proceedings. - For instance,
the Government says a certain measure of energy and physical capacity is needed
for work in the Sa?t Department, which is not possessed by ordinary natives of
Bengal. But in these days, thanks to the impetus given to physical education,
there are many Bengalecs who possess considerable energy and strength, and
who are fully qualified for these posts. ~-*Lay down your tests and invite all
to submit to thm, and if the Bengalees are found to be wanting, they will not
complain. But why begin by assuming that the Bengalees are-not qualified—
why make race the test of qualification ?”

T'hen, again, as to the exclusion of natives of India from employment in
the Opium Department, the Government of India justify themselves by saying
that enormous financial interests are at stake, ‘“Are we then to understand,”
concludes the writer, *that our countrymen are not to be trusted where import-
ant financial interests are involved ? But have we not been told times- without
number that finance is the forée of the Indian? Our rulers have a convenient
habit of changing their -opinion when it suits their purpose. Then we are
told that the experiment of 1886 has not been sufficiently successful to justify
a further expansion. ‘We=should like to have details. If natives of, India
have failed, we should like to know the meusure of their failure, their qualifica-
tions, and the conditions under which they were noniinated, If bad men were
appointed, they were bound to fail. That would be no reflection upon the

capacity of our countrymen in general.”
- III.—~LEGISLAMVE.

.| 313. The Bengalee relates that a respectable pleader, who already holds a
-+ license under the Arms Act, applied for the counter-
: | signature of the Commissioner of the. Division to
epable the license to be gperative throughout the Division. His application
was refused, but o similm‘.g,j;pplicatinn, made by a ministerial officer attached to
tho Deputy Cémmissionér’s Office, was granted. Much of the heart-burning
and " the senée of wrong ‘and much of the actual inconvenience felt would be
removed if it was incumbent upon all Europeans and Indians to take out a
license, and if the license was to: be operative for the whole Provine and
to held good dur%ng the good behaviour of the possessor. K

The Arms Act.

”
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344, The same paper in its ‘issue of the 19th instant avails itself of the  Baasm,
The Mising Lesis] i i Despatch of Lord Lansdowne’s Government, la.t;}y el o e
A Wping Laghiation: . published in Capital, on the proposal which was made

that ““ early legislation ” was not necessary, and that if any such legislatiox} was
attempted, the mining industry would receive 8 serious check. It asks if the
conditions of the industry have undergone such a marvellous expansion or such
a radical change as to require legislation to control it. It is afraid the
Government has embarked upon a project of legislation which is not ,wanted = ‘
by anybody except by crazy philanthropists, and which wil] be disastrous to an i
infant but rising industry. , , o -
345. The editorial in the 20th’s issue of the same paper criticises at great Banaaius,
- ; ~ length the recent proposal of the Government of 0t Tho. 1001,
Civil App“;‘l’ Bl India to restrict the right of civi] g peals in India,
and views with grave concern the reply on this subject sugmitted by the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
It finds the secret of the anxiety of the Eeople of this country torun to the
Superior Courts for the fina] arbitrament of their disputes in the fact that the

‘people have less confidence in the decisions of the Lower Courts——presided, » \v

as they very often are, by youniand inexperienced Judges in the ¢ase of the
District Courts,—and that they have more conﬁdepce in the decisions .of the
High Courts, In this connection the writer asks if the *écomniendation of the

of second appeals, and finds that « not the least among the ‘many causes is the

huge floating mass of codified law and procedure, neither baged on any common

law of the country nor on practices pre-existing, Then, again, in India we
have to reckon witZa different and varying system of land-tenures and with
many social and economical conditions which do not obtain elsewhere. Nor
must we forget that the conditions under which laws are mf?de in this country
are such that the coditied laws come up for the first time for due consideration
and careful interpretation before the High Court. We notise also that, refer-
ring to the proposal to make the observance of the provisions of section 551 of
the Code of Civil Procedure obligatory on the several High Courts, the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce gives the seal of its approval to it without adducing
any reasons in support of its view. Thoge who have a personal experience of
High Courts can, however, testify to the fact that the observance of the
provisions of section 951, not only entails a Tuge waste of time, but in man

1nstances involves the gradual ‘denial of justice,” Who, that has ever watched
carefully the procedure which has obtained in Mr, Justico Rampini’s Court in

the Caicutta High Court during the last few weeks, can ever doubt the truth of

titude should be given to suitors to appeal.” ¢ {3
. : Sy : 4
IV.—Narive ﬁmws.

346, The Hindoo Patriot of the 17th instant says that the death of Diwan HiNDoo Parmror,
anti Chandra Mukerji will be deeply mourned by  17th Jaa, 1901 J
thg Jaipur State and the Government of India. ‘ :

The vlﬂte .Diwan Kanti Chandra
Mukerjl. :

"
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347. 'The following pmgragh is culled from the Indian Mirror of the
f s 20th January:—
Native Ohiefs and the Turt. Gradually, Indian Chiefs and noblemen are

dropping out of the huge gambling business—racing. The late Maharaja of |
Darbhanga sank a mint of money, and retired from the turf none too soon,
The late impulsive and generous Maharaja of Patiala captured some valuable
rizes, but in one way or other must have quite lost 'Eﬁge fortune, The
Patiala stable is now broken up. The Cooch Bihar horses have not figured this
ear in the Calcutta races. The Maharana of Dholepore is not en evidence.
%inally, we notice with pleasure the announcement that the Jodhpore racin
stable 18 to be entirel?‘ﬁroﬁen up at the close of the Calcutta meetings, an
that the Maharaja of Jodhpore finally retires from the turf. This is ag it

should be.
‘ . ; L ',.,\_

V.—PROBPECTS OF THE @)‘;s AND CoONDITION OF THE PEOPLE,

348. The following report is taken from the Moslem Chronicle of the '12th .
e : 1nstant : — . :

Rainfsll agd Anceesting There was some rain during the week in almost
all districts of the Burdwan Division, Behar and Chota,Nagpur, as well as in
Nadia, Jessore, Darjeeling, Dacca, and Cuttack. The rain has been beneficial
to the rabi crops in Bihar. More rain is, however, needed in Nadia and
Cuttack. It is also badly wanted in Murshidabad, Pabna, and Malda. The
harvesting of winter rice i8 being completed. Rabi crops are generally in good
condition, except in Murshidabad., "In Bihar, the poppy crop is doing well,
The pressing of sugarcane is in progress. Cattle-disease is reported from five
districts. Fodder is generally sufficient. The price of common rice has fallen in
11 districts, risen in 14, and is stationary in the rest. ‘

349. Plague, says the Indian Mirror, is now everywhere on the increase.

= L There is a slight recrudescence in- Calcutta, and
R considerably more in Bombay. ' But the greatest
increase is noticeable in the Patna district in Bihar. There were 400 more
plague- deaths 'during the last official week than during the,previous one. Out
of a total mortality for India of 2,839, as many as 1,787 were distributed over
these Provinces. Over & thousand plague deaths occurred in the Patna
district—a fearful record indeed! g
Calcutta, 293 in Bombay city, and 282 in the rest of the Western Presidency.
Last year, during the corresponding week, plague mortality was considerably
less than one-half,

350. The Amrita Bazar Patrika has the following in its issue of the 17th

Wikl instant :— - '
R R The plague mortality in Western Bengal con-

“tinues steadily to increase., Last week over 1,700 deaths occurred there, 1,000

of which were in the Patna district. Saran had 357 deaths, Gya 230, Monghyr
181, Manbhum 4 and Bhagalpur 1, while Calcutta had 76 deaths. A slight
recrudescence of the disease is reported in the Punjab also, where 23 deaths
occurred last week.- In the Bombay Presidency, too, some-.increase has taken
place, the number of deaths last week being 575, compared with 432 in the
receding seven days; this, however, is a great improvement on the correspond-
ing week last year, when the Bombay Presidency returned 964 deaths, Else-
where throughout India little change has occurred, the Madras Presidency this
week reporting 87 deaths, and the Mysore State 341 deaths, The total for
the whole of India is thus 2,839 deaths in the seven days, against 2,473 in the
preceding week and 1,279 in the corresponding period last year. :
351. The Hindoo Patriot of the 18th January remarks thatthe monthly
s - Weather Review for the month of August, pub-
mg}:}‘; o?‘;":‘h""'m‘“"' for the - lished by the Meteorological Department of the -
gust 1900, 4 % 3 v
: Government of India, having reached it only
yesterday, the public are entitled to know the reason of this unconscionable
delay. The review published after such a delay loses its value. As a per-
manent record of the weather conditions of the country it may be of some
interest, but for all practical purposes it is utterly worthless at this distance of
time. After quoting from the report, it is forceg to confess that it does not feel
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' ':‘ Governor of Bombay had adopted a more g
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edified by the record. ‘* Meteorological seers may discover latent meanings in O

this description, but we cannot.” .

352. The Indian Mirrer of the 19th instant has an-article on the pheno-

menal weather at present prevailing in different

.parts of the world, and to which is due Caleutta’s
epidemic of small-pox, Bihar’s plague, and Bombay’s mortality. e

353. The folf:)wing is extracted from a letter to the Amrita Bazar Patrika

tx : : of the 22nd January from its'own correspondent at

Plague at Monghyr. M onghyr:— ; :

“ Plague is raging here as fearfully as ever. ‘The District Magistrate and
Collector is doing all that lies in his power to mitigate the sufferings of the
citizens in their distress. His sympathy towards the people is worthy of

. applause and admiration. At this critical moment, he is manifesting great
tact and judgment in enforcing plague regulations without causing unnecessary
alarm and scare. i ™ Pk

“This little town, which always presenteda gay look to the public through-
out the year, as being a place of historic importance, full of splendours and
natural beauties, now looEs like a desolate place deserted by all. = The bankers, -
traders, shopkeepers and other professional communities have left the town by
half and the rest are leaving it every day in numbers. No pen can describe

- the anxieties of those helpless creatures ~ wlo have been ordained by fate to
stick to the town and solely depend upon the mercy of the Omnipotent,
Every day we see nothing but the horrid scene’ of men passing with dhakna

ﬁo phenomenal weather.

red or white cloth for a coffin in the other. Nothing but fearful lamentations

and heart-stirring cries are heard in every creek and corner of the town; through-
out the day and night,” : .
VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. i

354, The Moslem Chronicle of the 12th January 1901, in reproducing a

5 loyment of Muham. DeNgal Government Resolution of the 8th October

madans in public service: 1886, on the subject of the freer employment of

Muhammadans in  Government service, which has

been - pigeon-holed and forgotten, appeals to the~Viceroy to be pleased. to

consider the whole question of Muhammadan employment in the public

. service,

355, People in Gaya.are disappointed, says a correspondent in the Behar
" T Herald of the 16th instant, to find that the name of
Babu Ashutosh Mukerji, the Assistant Manager,
: Tikari Raj, Gaya, who 18 so devoted to his duties and
who did so much to ‘combat the plague at Gaya, did not find a place in the
speach of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. These services of Babu
Ashutosh ought not to be allowed to go unrecognized, and the correspondent
hopes Mr. Oldham will recognize them, .

‘Babu Ashutosh Mukerji, Assist-
ant Manager, Tikari Raj, Gaya.
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356. The» same paper has a very favourable article on Mr. Oldham, Bsmuz Hamaro

M Glilicia,! Magliéntd - ot the Magistrate of Gaya, whose acts of kindness,

Gays. - some of which are recorded, have endeared him to
the people. . : :
357. A correspondent in tge same paper thinks that Mr. Nolan’s cireular

would do a “ power of good if it were circulated in

I Nuss Sivnl, Engand and put into the hands of civilians coming

out to India.” wd ol
368. The Amrita Buzar Patrika, in its issue of the 17th instant, repeats
: the incident of His Honour’s visit of condolence to
bt 4 Babu Sati Prasad Sen, of Bankipore, when the latter
lost his child from plague, and says that such conduct on the part of a
overnor, far from lowering him in the estimation of the ruled, only endears -
him to them and inspires them with hope in times of distress. If the late
pathetic attitude towards the
People when plague first appeared in that city, what a world of mischief might
have been prevented! In this' donnection the writer cannot help mentioning
the name of Mr, Oldham, Magistrate of Gaya, who is trying his utmost to help

His Honour at Bankipore.
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the people under his charge in their misery, Other distriet authoriiies will
doubtless follow in the footsteps of their chief. \

359. The following appears in the Bengalee of the 17th instant:— :
Where can you find a more docile, hard-working,

The lot of the Indian clerk. and, withal, temperate species of the drudge than

the Bengalee clerk who knows no Sunday, no extra hours, no complaint, no

murmur? Here a clerk, who gets Rs. 30 a month, deems himself a fortunate
being, In London, the amount of work ‘which is extorted from him here will
fetch him at-least five times that sum; and with his thrifty and temperate habits

he is sure to lay by something for the future, But why do I speak of clerks

alone? In the same manner the Indian is sure to do better in England than in
his native land, in the grip of an irresistible bureaucracy—if only he has the
pluck to make the attempt.

360. Commenting on the observations made by Indian Engsneering on the

proposal of the Secretary of State to import twelve

Importation of Civil Engineers ¢v;_+ : APLIEL
oy singtinet Sllg%‘Engmeem for service in Bombay, Bengal and

Indian Colleges, the Hindoo Patriot of the 17th instant says that, as a deliberate
attempt to boycott indigenous talent, the procedure now adopted is not of recent
origin. ‘““If we mistake not, it was not long ago that the Secretary of State

" reserved the majority of appointmentsin this very department for competition

by European candidates. If qualification gives a title to Government appoint-
ment, in no line of service that qualification can be a monopoly. of any
particular class, There is no valid reason why such recruitments were thought
necessary to be made in England, for the fact ig irerg' plain that the Secretary
of State has simply chosen to take the men from his own country. Official
favour is distributed not on any equitable principles, for instances are not rare
where they are the most fancifully bestowe(f. .

“We are tempted to ask in this connection what, in the face of such
arbitrary policy, is to become of the students who receive technical education ?
With such discouragement shown to a practical training, technical education
cannot expect greater rewards, Sufficient impetus in the shape of State
patronage has not yet been given to make the scheme of technical educational
a gccess, though much has been repeatedly urged to recommend it to public
attention. Independently of what Government may do in the matter, the
Indian public have surely their own responsibilites in the matter, but the public
in all cases mist in the first instance be led on by Government, If Govern-
ment, therefore, fail to grant support to the scheme of technical education,
nothing will be said of technical education again in future,”

361. The Amrita Bazar Patrika of the 18th January again refers to the
Conference_ held at Nasick by the Judge of that

district, with a view to suppress. litigation (para-
graph 219), and remarks that all J udges in India sheu (f follow the precedent,

and not only Judges, but Magistrates also.

362. Adverting to the statistics of Indians in British Colonies, supplied
o™ 3 : by its London correspondent, the JIndian. Mirror
in Suryitions on British Indians  oF 410 Tgey instant says that it is only in South

Africa. that British Indians of even osition, wealth
H\h p
e’

and education are subjected to the Sewerest restrictions, -

363. In a lengthy leader in its issue of the 18th instant,v reviewing a

. book published by Mr, Talcherkar of Bombay

SuTetpied tnde, ‘s under the title of * The People of India: Their
many merits testified by mary who have known ‘them,” the éh'ndoo Patriot
repeats a few remarks alleged to have been uttéred by tnglishmen at
diﬁqrent,tip:es, in vilification of the character of the Indian people—the

Suppression of litigation.

‘persistence in which strain - of unfriendliness must soonmer or later result in

disastfous consequences,—and then turns with pleasureto the testimonies ﬁeveml
of which it reproduces) borne by Anglo-Indians and others. who have

opportunities of judging of the merits of the Indians men like Sir (. B,
Clerk, Sir Charles Eﬁiott, Lord Ripon, Mr. H, J. S. Cotton and the Abbé

ubois.
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