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You will perccive that, without possessing any talent, how I have got
on in the world. My regular and diligent habits, my patience and
perseverance, my honesty and integrity of purpose, arc under God’s
providence the causes of my success.
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*So his life has flowed

From its mysterous urn a sacred stream,

In whose calm depth the beautiful and pure
Alone are mirror’d.”
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(3) T @F (TA Sbor—IG Shbr P W) AN FORW,
confd A foteiw, R W 3R RNy Ffeerem s
UfeTFEa < gy 22afecew; 3 sigm Iom I @5
wmieren e frrew | fraiften ow z3we, W oM BZW
ferem |

() PRy we—RW FeTer «Iow AT 7 f&rew; 3
YN RO epfere a0 Read e i feaeditem o)
“GIRITEE” Qe G TG AR At v Itaw; RRvte
A, 2Ne qew Ay (oSt IS A Mo 2R |

(©) FICIZA ICHIANG (TH Srrd0—TY dSvvre 32 &) JE I
|WOT YL SRETTH I, IO P I S forew @R
Fferrror 776 sz oiieem fge 2aifkeEm,; &, aifte, sicge oefs
IS S T, W wiT Ny ¢ ageg [awe sEHAW v
8 AT *[FT T FRAMRC; Flereret RRmeTs 2300 AT
“fE. =" Totify offEmfRTaw |

(8) FANTAMAG (I (TN Srde—P Svror Yo &3) Al A/
frte @k ey ¢ g @R 28castE Afds site Resw affesife
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of Education) 8 I IZRIHF Aol o) s Fwferw) 3™
g oA, ferafersn oeim, &Y =R IR RFERgA st
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V(@) aumiy Rewim (B Sbye—IY Svao B sifdeeitE
jyofee fRrem @3z oReITE (o BoameaBIna @f@el (Great
Trigonometrical Survey) ReIt 3ZASW RME 79 @ wwoR RIS
= siafReEm | 3 I (M oRl) erEees Rew fRmena feem;
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(v) & wFFRgT SR (ST Srd8—TY Stab W)
Freii® Reatza s sRefwSre e IRwfkeew fom =16 wnfae
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GR TPT AN I A, (RIS ¢ TSl JFEREs,
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(1) 3oy ARE (T Srd>o—Tg Svrdb YBK) vl 5FE 9Tt
8 TArm-CAsTey “Irenir wefes” afern Wt 2RAfeTew; 3 TR T
23R |

(v) W F& (T Sr38—TG Svbo §B) T Tefypy
Afzre @it 9% “HRER wET e HRel; J-Feem
Remeim wiifre nfie sfeme 33 aw eRes—37 2
Femfe: 3 R femm bR, “@eE EmmE AR
GO, “smfitin afs sreppia MARA e agfe [y e
RIIAR GG AL ST e 92R AR R AR S
@l TraifRet | 3 G I IJIRAAT FOIR W Riaw |

(») RO CH—@eIE AT (RSN AP G T2PITHF
oToefa; PremE Tor o9, W w88 B3O Sk8d B *fE BF AW
wffs et a3 EReIteT T SRS Gefie (remifve sRmfREm;
ARTIE, 3 TR TR ANPRER eHAER i e
2 TYRIE ALT TR wHEOR ARG T TS IR |
TIACR e ofsife 2o we wEw 23 SmRfy sfemt
wiTerz | PeE, ST fFEe NERaTe FfkEeE— g R
O SINIR e 9w 3 feter: fofa g o Seien sfmfees,
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fifeems |

P2 WA R ASY TYANCIT T (X ITSAT AT o457
A, SRR AT W0 2PfSre A vRaNe (RACIR welR fee
A @R SR FACEAS G3gA fow W, oy Srivrw erenen &
73-2RfEs TwmiAre (M Mwifve 22afes | @2 taacaw foew fmn
AR Tralew TG AN R JR)

ATHE TT A, R HHvay A rafes By e @6 ¢
To (WA AFS) @ e forms fge ziferew | el SRN-1e,
AGEAEH_ AIZE, @ IR 2w, TGO ¢ P8 @Iy gaad T w3
Rrawm & & o1y 9% wgam s, oRF ol oifer! fraited | oW
fE 3w AR @ oar frwr Rget eoiw ket o oidizam o)
o (R ot fry e e —

Goldsmith’s History of Greece, Rome and England.
Russell’s Modern Europe.

Robertson’s Charles the Fifth.

Gay’s Fables.

Pope’s Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.

Dryden’s Virgil.

Milton’s Paradise Lost.

Shakespeare, one of the Tragedies.

RibTea SRR T R R e R e
sfermrTar Read, S35y AR Ffds NEE o wiw” deiie
2aafeel; wv@l TR fary T wfiew —

1828  Euclid, Bk. L., props. 29.

1829  Euclid, Bks. I to IV., and Algebra up to Quadratic Equations.

1830 Euclid, Bk. VI., Fluxions, Maxima and Minima, Tangents,
Rectifications, Quadrations.

1831 Whole of Euclid’s Elements, Spherical Trigonometry, Fluxions,
Taylor’s and Maclaurin’s Theorems, Kepler’s Problems.

11832 Winahouse’s Analytical Trigonometry, Jepson’s Fluxions,

Lagrange’s Theorem. Windhouse’s Astronomy.

firevia S ftaiftres Rreeiadt srry Txaifer S (3 o 2
SHNSE A T, YR ORI IR ofbe e —
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“Mr. Derozio was a very kind and indulgent teacher; and though
often vain of his attainments, was nevertheless a learned man. He first
taught us (the whole class) the object and end of knowledge, an
information which cannot be too highly valued; and implanted that
ambition of literary fame in my bosom which I am glad to affirm directs
and actuates all my efforts even to this day. He first directed my
metaphysical studies and gave us those moral and liberal principles
which T hope will ever influence my actions. Cut off in the prime of
prime, amidst innumerable projects for the reformation of India, his
untimely death must ever be a matter of regret; and it may be safely
affirmed also that he has been the cause and the sole cause of that spirit
of enquiry after truth, and that contempt of vice, which are so fashionable
among the enlightened portion of the community, and which cannot but
be beneficial to India.”

“feraifere Atz I wale] @ waNE e ferer | fof st s
R sfexm sfeed a6, Ry ASReR e kem ) R e
e (Seffe ST WY (@A) WA Sr ¢ o7 ool
PrFaferem—a Ffrer o1 @R S Ao € Y0 s Ifcelz
@, Afew Afeares @ SHfeaAm QA S FeeT GRSl
sfFvifere @ weifds, oR Ewifcemza Jw fofvz =iz W
@ FRfem ) e serpiee SR e o siews
22AMREe, @2 fofig wmife G2 e Afsvesrs ¢ Bww ey
FfiAeE ofvifers IR @ T o SRS 7w FCHIRT SR’
EAE Ao foew, 0% o T, fFors om @, S S 19
2o, foaga sifFeem R 2 Mot & T7ce 3 @, s
e sremite WY @ AP € Ae[ ofe ST AmSia
AfFe ZW, qR I 23O ORre Fenid STEE), fofd2 sz @,
R GG A |

AfZe] @ WPty SR ez fRipm qafute W fetfenes
T o fy fReew, SeRfis, sfdedcg gfase faew fom, S
MET SHNF TITF DRGANIIS (SN (N2 O famfere= |
e Rt W0 TIeR BiRGem AErY WA o wffemife) fef
A o e, g 302 IWATN forew, 9 S @_p
e fbe kel Protam o ffaifz, fof w3w awR sfce
TS, TINE8 7R 2 ICF 1M GG 7[5F Afro—oitr 97 ZE
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fRtem; AR ST SRy, R @RI SERI—Ee B @63,
st B wmd AR—afeR™, @ www age shmfkem
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3G w8 W fE; R Taw @ viw Ffitew, o) TYART e
oL SifZe 3RS O AP | SRl g FEER (WIS
a3 IR WY € TN BT 1w AR 7Y, TR ARme
s oifmn foe |

R T 2ZAMR, FEAE A (7 73377, Frpe 9 sy
Bl 3@ siizAREW | (R Yy B 23re fofv st W <iie B =fam
ferette fatew; Tt &6 WMl <[rAfES IR oifF &, @ fasy
TPARIE S A, AJE @F Bt G AV Seeiifa femt =i
oA fre | ee Sy Bt 230e IS IR e o =, AT SRR
IR IR, A e rene weRqfFR @b FfRte I IW I
TF, O e, ’y @1 I R wieEEn ki & «Rew
Fopiva ofe Redw 4R e o1 @I 7 TIve STt sl I
AT T | @G A WTAMATHI FINS A S8 7 F0e 11
&= it AR ATRHTANT AT (T TP (AT wfarar B, St epfs
T (1 e R fer; fafie o wiw fom, 997 @eim
T B A2y IR ST QMY 22ANR, ©IAT S JRANCA |
ez sufb T TR @ o W 377 e ARte +fte @3
HRTIBA! HEFIR FLIET I TS A, fof @ Tezaitem epa
et JRA R PR @R A€ 8 T BA W O
(BT &) 8 FHR IZRY BRI oy ot 2303, 38 =R @
Ree

fRrbTER T IR T AT NEER O Reew; TR
a e Sz PiRFF P Ay FfAreA ) AFAN AMTFOR ™
FOReR TR oo | aApw sAffd wreE, Rea W adefe gee
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fof a3 wm Befee 230, S JRee wfeed A1 @, fofve w3
G (TR 2 I 12 | o g A fRrem @, Rt 1t e,
SiRTr e WA WA BZW IS SAfCSH | O3 (77 @ Ryt
il AT, SR SR &) W, W S A (A SR
e SN e 1

R FEes Y e [ e T RvEe Sore
MO ANG e | FrREY SHTIfe weE sfe TEw YR W R
A AR SRITE GIRF R RS AN IR G 22 |
THATE, FRI5H, I 8 NG I ANCH JUORTRRIE I S
AP PN SIS AR 1, 5 S| A=K SIS =4 S
ANF W2 | o eifSsasme ¢ phe fvar [Fgres axat J@istw
FARCS AIA TR

Shoy YBIFE 0 o SRt Frem Rwpfest st sfaa
FCETS 2300 MW &7d I | S o IteTer 2300 Oz Jjesife
T @ T Aw siafeEe, o= el ¢ wgam e awe
28—
No. 69 Anglo-Indian College.

These are to certify that Sib Chandra Dey has studied 1n the Anglo-
Indian College for a period of six years 5 ms, that at the time of quitting
College he was in the First Class, that he has acquired very considerable

proficiency in the English language and Literature and in the Elements
of General Knowledge and that his Conduct has been satisfactory.

G. T. F. Speed, B.D. Chunder Kumar Tagore
Head Master Radamadub Banerjee
Russomoy Dutt
H. H. Wilson David Hare
Visitor Ramcomul Sen
Prosunno Comar Tagore
Calcutta, } Radha Kant Deb

The 18th February, 1832 Managing Conmmuttee

HAN U | Qe 2T T
qogRl Resiq w9 e @, FiwvE o =W oK A5 TeRee
QesTeT RfGTN FEATS TGN IR, IS Aoy FfA 7T
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fofet e ifive frrem, fofa 3xaifer o @ Aifkre; «R AR w&itT
ererg Fered el oo Ifaes, 93 SR SI6e FSEews fee |

R B, av. ~fe, RS, PETAR 1A
o495 fwe AN I
FTNE e
@25, 3. I cofos (zaw
AT | ANSTT N
AP I
Fferret NPT (7
36T (PN, 3003 } G Az A

GSfEn, IENER MM AT ¢ Mo @A (Tfos (@A
AE FpEcs For AHeig fMaifkeew | wIwal (1R p3RifeRe AW
St emmods @2 WY oftmr o e —

I hereby certify that Shiva Chandra Deva was an attentive student
n my class of Natural Philosophy including Chemistry in which he made
considerable progress while under me for nearly three years before he
left the Hindu College in December 1831, and I have reason to believe
that he has since kept up his acquaintance with these subjects, since
he quitted the College.

David Ross

Professor of Natural & Experimental
Philosophy in the Anglo-Indian or

Hindu College of Calcutta

wift e Retem sRrek @, P (7 omR agfes Rem
8 TN R @it gaow SfSArmlie ga fRe ; srod AR
ferrr M e sfFens IRRR LK on 57 I/ SR S&@iw
e fofy @ 72 Rracw RiFegst Tafeeme simfees; @) s e
e @R @, FeeTe b ot of Bw 1R Ravew vt aifkfeea

ofeT 77
IR ooy este S A

8T TS, S0 fEm e AT 8 S fmmETe

Calcutta
24th April 1835
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These are to certify that Baboo Shiva Chunder Deva was educated
in the Hindoo College where he was a student for several years during
which time he conducted himself with the greatest propriety. I have
known him for many years and am happy to say that in my opinion
he is a very steady well-behaved youngman of excellent acquirements.
22nd April, 1835 ’ David Hare

aol Rew 3t IRrer @, IY Fow o7 Bswee
e IRAETew; B @ 30 IPR MR 9Iem = Rem, SR
apRe fafoxm 8 e | fofa s 33 Ivim b, =k wiifit ferce
e (@Y IR @, T [Rearn BN Iew oS 8w, IwRa
8 e g
QT @, srec (©fow (=T |
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MPISATR I T (W TR oo I 2230w | R foe
I e et teFA e Y-S frew ) Sew fifte 2
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Baboo Shib Chunder Day.

Sir,
The Honorable the Vice-President in Council having authorized me
to engage a certain number of talented young men. who have received
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a1 mathematical education, for the purpose of carrying on the
computation of the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India. I am induced
5y the high character which you bear to offer you a situation in that
capacity.

You have already, 1 am told. made yourself master of the
theory of my profession, but before you can be efficient as a computer.
‘t will be nccessary that you acquire a practical facility and readiness
in the methods of calculating by the formulae which will be given to
you.

The prospects which will be held out to you are shewn in the
following statement of the Establishment which Government have
authorized, vizt.

I Principal Computer at Rs. 100.

1 Deputy Do at Rs. 60.

6  Computers each at Rs. 40.
but as your advancement will depend entirely on your qualifications,
I shall not select any persons to fill the higher situations until 1 am fully
assured of thewr superior claims.

Moreover, until you have attained an aptitude for computing, as
your services will be of little value, 1 can only offer you a monthly salary
of 30 Rupees in the outset, which will gradually be augmented as you
improve.

1 request your answer (o this letter on Monday next.

Surveyor General's Office. } Your obedient servant.
The December. 1831 Geo. Everest.
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This is to certify that Baboo Shiva Chundra Deva has been
employed in the Office of the Surveyor General of India as a Computer
on the establishment of the Great Trigonometrical Survey for upwards
of six years, and 1 have much pleasure in saying that during the above
period, he has conducted himself with great propriety and to my entire
satisfaction.

Baboo Shiva Chundra Deva has been educated at the Hindu
College. 1s a young man of great attainments, has a good knowledge
of Survey and Astronomical Instruments, and of very respectable, modest
and unassuming character; he 1s well qualified for any situation.

He resigned his situation 1n this department 1n consequence of his
recent appointment as Deputy Collector in Cuttack.

Joshua De Penning,
Head Computer,
In charge of the Surveyor General's Office.
Calcutta, 6th March 1838
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No. 318

To
Baboo Sibchunder Deb.
S,

I am directed to inform you that the Honorable the Deputy Governor
of Bengal has been pleased to appoint you to be Deputy Collector m
the Province of Cuttack under the Provisions of Regulation IX, 1833.
Previously to entering upon the discharge of the duties of your office
you will be pleased to make and subscribe before the Collector of the
District to which you may be posted by the Commissioner, the solemn
declaration required by Section XIX of the above-mentioned Regulation.

2. Your salary is fixed at Rs. 300 per month including Rs 50
for office establishment, but when employed m the Mofussil, you are
authorized to draw an additional sum of Rs. 50 per month on the fatte
account.

3. The Honorable the Deputy Governor of Bengal trusts that you
will discharge with zeal, uprightness and tidelity the duties of the high
office to which you are hereby appointed, and that by the futurc uniform
tenor of your conduct, you will prove yourself worthy of the confidence
which has been reposed in you.

4.  You will receive from the Collector of the District to which
you may be posted the necessary instructions on taking charge ot the
duties to which you are appointed.

I am,
Sir,
Your Obedient humble servant,
Fort William, F. Js. Halliday,
The 20th Feby. 1838 } Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal
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“1 have a very high opinion of Seeb Chunder Deb’s character and
qualifications. I consider him to be one of the best native officers I
ever met with and likely to be of the greatest use to me and my successors
n office.”
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“His work 1s always well done, and to be trusted. He 1s a
highly educated good officer, and does great credit to Hindu
College.”
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“Of Baboo Shib Chunder Deb, uncovenanted Dy. Collector, the
Collector states that he ‘maintains the high character which has been
so frequently and deservedly given him. He is esteemed by the
Community as an impartial and just officer, and reflects much credit on
that part of the uncovenanted service selected from Educated Natives.’

* * *. I believe him to be deserving of the character given
him by Mr. Torrens.”

@, ‘fofa IR @ RfS =N2ar enbireten @R TR fofA #iizam Soys,”
SR G2 T A o qema AR | FF0er® 8 FwsiE AT B
Fferl SPTIE SRS = IR, GRS FWIRRCT (@ o s
MR W 23ce Abe =W, GR wwee $EE (R i
(MM +** | TLIE A2 ST (@ FAS S, oift feer 37
@, o s Tage”

Sh8d YR 3 IR OIfATe, F75 8o B (S T
e MNE BAS 2z @R ARAOW TR M @R 220e 28
AN W 21 GBgre R A A IO eRIGT FHRW e
e wnfite | iAo Ao, Sae; aIfk IR . f.
TR M, FBEE sveo YRR A TR Of e @ s
ferRaifRrem, orrR fArare =i 2300 SIZR AHERIOR k67 sineal
MWR —



ey G (v @ SRR G

“I cannot allow you to leave the office without assuring you that
you have given me unmixed satisfaction in the performance of your
public duties; and that your loss will be much felt both by me and by
the people of the District.”
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“The enquiry into the extent of the losses sustained was conducted
by Deputy Collector Shib Chunder Deb, an officer whose character has
stood very high for many years.”
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“When an officer is deputed to make an investigation of this nature,
it should be resolved. the Board observe, to trust him; — if not to be
trusted he should not be sent. In their optnion a more trust-worthy
person for such a duty could not be found than Shib Chunder Deb. He
has had much experience on Mofussil duties, has had charge of
these Estates. and is admitted by the Collector to be better acquainted
with the condition of the estates and of the ryots than he himself

a

5.



u8 fip (1 ¢ SORYFAR FRATEY

“EITET WS B (7, T (PG AGTTWHIRNE GFA SHAS AW
20, o SIS [t TR e Brs zew Bfs; aft $riee fm
3 A A, O 2WE SRS A AW FE | Q@ATE R, @
I T ROE (RA S Sgeen Rpiey @1 siex T1%s
| TR I SR 2pF Wewe! W, 2 P WG TR
S o B 9 IR e Tor IRrermm @ FifeT 8
i SR oM BT S (AR SIeTge ST 17



T AR
==
AR — T

K AfTEm I WBANT @, Sveo YRHY S W v
AT 23S 8-~ |l 271 SRIT T O G20
AR — 8-+ esfft IR AY TG M Sz Az
R-Rfa sfre e &7, s=iEm 746 8 @Ues squfes
ALY IF AN (T, FRvm e Sibwa | 28-sgetenm
b APHAT 8 T ATRER AT WM 9} IRFEI
GG HYeTY FACI ©OF oY 29 | qofen SRIeE IergiiFa Ry
I 3fACe 22T, YT TN B 93 TR Srwee 2 shE
U fageiae S InhR sy e

o SRR ferife @, et FiERER AR oAt W@
Cfite Row fkem; 2w, Bow ¢ gor fa @o WA 8ao,
©eo, 8 3¢o BiFl fosl G iib IV WA AWEATS 239 | Svreo B,
@AS o @SS SeFletm (Toift FEASRMNS, AP, AH Tou
ATe RoT FET IR 24UV 23S AYT (MAF (@67 FAI 400,
¥00, €00, 800 8 {00 BIF YR HLAF | NP o XA feivsa
YT RO TS &R FE | OT6R, Svreo YBITHA S0 G Oifjry,
38-AAANT JINEBI, «2p. fS. &fe1 Az Figvraa oopmry @ [Row
TS o IfRaifecee, o fary Tye 23—

REMARKS
Special

Shib Chunder Deb. I have given this officer 35 for acquirements.
Because he has a complete knowledge of the theory and practice of the
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Revenue Administration of Bengal and its laws, because he has a
complete knowledge of Bengal and of the habits and feelings of the
people with whom he has to do, because he is patient and calm both
in the character of his mind and in his personal bearing towards
Degree of Memt them. Because he has a rare and clear knowledge of
according to English, both in conversation and writing. Because he
Standard 15 careful and discreet in going to the foundation points
;g x‘f::i‘zmems of a case, steady in tracing and elucidting 1ts rise and
30 Good Service Progress, fair and equal in his statement of results, and
100 sound in his deduction of opinion from those results.
Because he is also systematic and punctual in his arrangements for
business., and in short because his practical acquirements are of the first
standard. [ have rated his industry at 35. Because he is as industrious
and willing (and successful in both) as a man can be; and because not
only does his example work similar results in his office, but saves time
and trouble in the offices with which he has to do; I have given him
30 for good service, not because his testimomals are in one or two
instances of mine, but because they are uniformly and annually high
from the Board and Mr. Mills and my predecessors in this office.”
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“In conclusion I consider the result most creditable to the Deputy
Collector, and I really believe I am within the mark in saying 1 do not
know a Deputy Collector who would have done the same duty with so
much clearness and success to his superiors and so little annoyance to
those with whom he has to deal.

Should the Board and you agree with me in thinking this special
duty well done, 1 trust the Board’s and your special approbation may
be accorded in favor of the Deputy Collector with whom the direct
responsibility and labour have been.”
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“T consider Shib Chunder Deb the best Deputy Collector now in
the Division. Without great talents, he is active, zealous, and indefatigable
in the performance of the various duties entrusted to him, and possesses
a sound Judgment.”
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“Baboo Shib Chunder Deb—I consider one of the best Deputy
Collectors whose labors have come under my observation and I consider
it necessary to write thus plainly as the work shown to have been
entrusted to him would appear small, if only the numerical amount were
noticed; during the year, he has been employed in the valuation of lands
taken for the Balliaghatta towing path, for the Ooltadangah Canal, in
investigations connected with the Ooloobariah Road, the new Custom
House at Diamond Harbour &c. &c. in short in all mofussil cases, this
officer has been employed, and judging from the general acquiescence
in his decisions, the paucity of appeals from his orders and in cases of
arbitration the near proximity to the valuation of lands arrived at by

arbitrators to that proposed by himself I deem myself justified in forming
the opinion of this officer’s merits expressed above.”
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“Babu Shib Chunder Deb Deputy Collector is an highly ctficient
officer, and one of the best Deputy Collectors with whom 1 have come
in contact.”
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“As your connection with this office has come to a close, allow
me to offer you my best thanks for the able and willing manner in which
you have assisted me during the past twelve months.”
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“Babu S. C. Deb is employed in making over lands required for
public purpose, preparing compensation statements, superintending the
collections of Calcutta and Punchannogram and the revised settlements
of the latter mehal. He has conducted the duties of his office entirely”
to my satisfaction, and I consider him one of the best Deputy Collectors
I have met with.”
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The Baboo was a highly intelligent and efficient officer. As a
revenue official, his knowledge of the fiscal laws of the country was
very great; while his familiar acquaintance with English added not a
little to his usefulness in the estimation of his superiors. The Deputy
Collectors as a class are by no means in good odour with the people
on account of their over-zealous proceedings in the interest of Government
to the manifest detriment of justice to the people: but Baboo Shib
Chunder Deb was an honorable exception to the rule. His high
conscientiousness, added to the urbanity of his manners, won for him
golden opinions from all parties who had to appear before him, whether
gainers or losers. We have before had occasion to allude to the labors
of Baboo Shib Chunder in the cause of the amelioration of the condition
of his countrymen. Konnaghur owes its excellent English School to
his exertions. Unassuming and quiet, he has done a vast deal of good
to his country by stealth. Relieved of the cares and troubles of office,
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we hope and trust he may long pursue the career of usefulness for the
improvement of his countrymen.”
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“The author is a quiet, unobtrusive gentleman, who does good by
stealth, scarcely letting his left hand know what his right hand
does. He takes a particular interest in infant education, and the thoughts
and precepts which he has collected in this treatise are indeed of the
most important character. The book 1s written in easy familiar style,
full of matter, and will form an unexceptionable guide to infant
treatment.”
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“I was not present at the opening of the 1st Brahma Samaj in 1828
or of the 2nd Brahma Samaj in 1830, but I attended the weekly Upasana
Sabha or Prayer Meeting during the period between these two events,
while 1 was a student in the late Hindu College. The Sabha- was
established in 1828 at a house on the Chitpore Road belonging to
Kamal Lochan Bose, and the Divine Service was held every Saturday
evening in the following manner. Just at sunset two Telugu Brahmans
read the Vedas, and Pandit Utsabdnanda Vidyédbdgis the Upanishads in
a side room adjoining the Hall in which the congregation met. After
the above reading, Pandit Ram Chandra Vidyabégis occupied a raised
seat in front of the congregation, the latter sitting on a large carpet
spread on the floor, and delivered a Sermon grounded on some text from
the Upanishads, at the conclusion of which Hymns were sung,
accompanied with music. Ram Mohun Ray was always present at these
meetings, and sat amongst the worshippers without any distinction. In
case any one of the congregation asked questions regarding some points
touched by the Sermon, or expressed doubts about some religious
doctrines the Raja was always ready to answer them, or clear their doubts
by suitable explanation. In 1850, I joined the Adi Samaj formally, after
having spent a long time in various parts of the country on official
duties.”

TN Q-G ILN Sy A, S S JF-Ie I Sr90
M Qe ZW, O A Boifis femw W, Ry 9% R <oAR
RIS A AWR @ TAGA Hel 2o, wiRe Wy TeifRe
2o o3 Wt g 7 e oftow g @res am
FIAENG] I @A DS, sv3v A&, Te o Rifors 22alfes
R oS wffR TR Fras Aadice et 23w i s
220 o, T TE TAPTIA WIS 23004 o ARSI W
43 (eTest (PRI AR (AW 1S FRACSH @R #Afs Berrra R
Boifera oMo IACEA | AN el 230 27, TR PROCEARTS G
T SN TARE Boinies oA TS @ T A Boiw A,
e arvE Rufie SAfaame Fine eieEe o Igo! FIR0e |

q o7, IAFRINE IPeTe Mo 2o

AL [ TS FoR Bofs ARToT @R BoARTFITR W04

i 3FTed | Bobie oAl Wy W (IR IJOIR TWES (FINe



i oif 3R 3oy

R sy FRe o JRTSH A @RS IS HICY @G AT A
TS, iR 230 T GIR Av Tew TR o, WA e anan
A CR ROGH IR T FHA 2FS AR | AT
(T S T 339 Sfe]TS I SAfReIE sveo A =f
wiftte AfeTe Fo7 ] 1”
I, SYELX FRBE Srbo AER 03 «rae SR @ “tg
e IR Refeem, sre [y Sye 29—

“Ram Mohun Ray’s Prayer Meetings—As far as my memory goes,
I think the scripture readings in the side room were not audible to the
congregation in the Hall. Of course some faint sounds of the reading
were perceived, but they were not distinctly audible. T do not recollect
any Brahmins were present at the reading. I think not, except perhaps
one or two Pandits. The reading of the Upanishads was conducted in
the same manner. In fact, the Scripture readings were generally
concluded before the gathering of the congregation took place. 1 never

witnessed any Bible Psalms being chanted in the Brahma Samaj services
by Eurasian boys.”
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To the Editor of Thr. ENGLISHMAN

Sir,

Allow me through the medium of your paper to answer some very
pertinent questions oi your correspondent K. P. Ray, whose letter
appeared in your issue of the 27th ultimo.

Firstly—The Raja of Kuch Behar has never becn baptized, or
initiated into Brahmoism.

Second—The marriage of thc Maharaja with the daughter
of Babu Keshub Sen, which is about to take place at Kuch Behar,
will necessarily be celebrated according to Hindu rites in all
essential features, and is essentially a Hindu and not a Brahmo
marriage.

Thirdly—Whatever the private opinions of the Maharaja may be
on religious subjects, and looking to the nature of his education, it is
only reasonable to suppose they would be somewhat more liberal than
those of his predecessors, he 1s, at all events, not a professed
Brahmo but a professed Hindu; and all that has been lately written about
his alleged conversion, baptism, and initiation into the Brahmic
faith, &c., &c., is absolutely and entirely without any valid foundation
whatever. -

March 4, 1878 D.
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e On Tuesday, the Sth instant, the bride was conducted to the
Rajbari with pomp and splendour suiting the occasion, and the Adhibash
ceremony performed in strict accordance with Hindu rites.

The next morning the ceremonies of Nandimookha and Sraddha
were performed by Kumar Surendra Narayan on behalf of the bridegroom,
as is the usual custom with the Raj family. At noon the bride had to
purify herself by Prayaschitta, and to distribute some gold to the
Brahmins. At night the bagdan ceremony was first of all performed by
Babu Krishna Bihari Sen, in licu of his elder brother, Babu Keshub
Chunder, the latter being incompetent to perform the ceremonies on
account of his visit to Europe. The bridegroom was then taken into
the inner apartments, and the Stri-Achar ceremony performed by the
female relations of the bride.

The Raja and his bride were then conducted to the Bibaha Mandap,
and Babu Krishna Bihari made over the bride to the Raja before a
Ghat in the usual form, and the ceremony of Homa was last of all
performed.

Yours, &c.,
An Eye-Witness.”
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...... So hour after hour was spent in fruitless disquisitions, and
nobody knew what the result of it was to be; whether indeed the marriage
was going to take place at all; till at about midnight the concession
was made that the bride’s party only should take no part in the idolatrous
ceremonies. Keshub was in a state so unusual with him, so absolutely
helpless, so abjectly despondent during these hours, that he at once and
eagerly accepted the concession as far as 1t went, and scemed content
to escape barely with the observance of his principles. But he was little
prepared for what awaited him at the scene of marriage. The scared
vessels. ghats, which he had tried to exclude by his supplementary
conditions, were there and even two still more obnoxious symbols were
there. Of course these were not worshipped. nor meant for worship, but
their presence was not agreeable to theistic eyes. Protests were made,
but to no purpose. The Brahmo service when attempted was drowned
by deafening peals of innumerable tom-toms. Keshub and non-Brahmin
priests on his side were allowed to preside over the ceremonies. The
marriage vows were not allowed to be taken at the scene of the marriage.
but were taken afterwards. Hom, the ceremony of fire-worship, was not
performed by Keshub’s daughter, but by the Maharaja. The theistic
character of the marriage was very much marred : almost every Brahmo
present was deeply mortified.”

“@BFCA I IR THIF 27 T INT (o, B T (@
& WeiR-—fRar ¥R F R¥/E T—uime @z wfae a1 s,
AW A, G2 TGERGF MO 23E X (B IALAHCE (DR
efers SRRt Qs Tt 23 W1 @< G2 W@ G791 SgejH
sl wihAifee, foff @@ «gei fgeiw 6 taamiFRRE o
SRPTARE 228 AfGHRIE (@ @3 Hmee weeizppe fof vz
AR LI A47e IR | GFA @ 235 @ [of (Fime aifecs Fi
T ToRRE o A Soifere Rt 22ne fgfe iitwt dww . fag
R Soate 23a SRItE W RTe 23%fkE, wew fofd (wbE
oFe fRrem A1 ¥ AN 223 A o fols wifveary @ fmm faga
iR, mREw siheRite ool Jaw & dfzag «ar 12 ws
eifees el Bz afR@ne) il s e = AR «x o=
e AN =W A3, Ry Q@ e T Seikfe Afews 2 w7,



S8 R (9 € weedEER 72

ofsam == 2afRe, g o—F @We T =W [T IS SopEI
AT BT 22IWIG BORY T (GIER Ieqol-Rqis =t o [iqw
22T | (F17 8 SR #THT S ARSMATE ooz Sarwel
SRS (rew 22Afee | Rawt = ¢ s Rageae efow azd
sfre (ren = AR, Y T Hi Re BifeeT | RTINS (W
(wfa-vje) sire 21 w1, ey TR sk 23uifee | e aizer
g e ige 22afRe; Toife IR An e STors &

FoiczR-ReE AR @ ogdl B@, s R, @i g
A o2 TR T FRCS A AR | g 7w ol ¢Afiew
@ Sz T Rgry o I R IR Rqrs m 23,
R R ST [T R2A P WTHeH SRS 237, oXw O™
Afret Siae At Bfow 7w AR | fofa Tft sReTeR R w2 e R
ftem @ Fem fEre, ST 75 U (@ oy 2305 e (st
e Gha RS @R IE Ay I TSRS HE 22w A1) [y
(AT T FEAEW 1, Fores, fofd wine IR Az w2 @ fofv
qefin & caifgre) A wfFTeikE ol Sl @ 4R Sy
23E ¢ fofv FHRam 230e Ifreron e wfie »7, IR 17,
SFSATT AE ANEH FMRIR THMT 8 AT SoARTTHGA A
Forfas, vieiel AJCE PRI+ fifeat enefqr sReem @ S e
THMS ¢ TF VGAR WY @€ IFT SBAA STEADS 2337 &
ANER ¢ TSR TOF ol WZo 263 | 13N ALl-o[a Saigy e
TS 287 1 Y TINUCAT TAPRNGAR SIBIG (@I A '8 TS 2rersy
[ T3 22 K affs NeA Wl gTfedm T Wb oIk
T SR IR | TT HOW (T HolifS 2303 2iuwres oig) @133
Torow Toi e 239 | (T AA ARCE! SIRER TS IR 2w
Fftew, fog dfSamedal orte @2 fm wefe IR & @3

T S5ead qAN o e Ry o7 e Rgeet sosite w1
Wre 7z AW AY Yotz wNE Forfs IR ewr
et £33 TfHRIN TR TOIPACE, 33 Ao 77, Reaz g
Aifee T 2z IR | (R ] 8 SRR IR TSTwaie eRIA
R €27 G FOAT T 8 ORI IR I ZGTANE IR



ey SAfdTeRn 0@

TSR FCHY YIS TS 478 3+ | g 2SR oIS F+foire
1 SR, SRR I FoE IR | PR I GTER = 220s [pre
20 G2 e Rergy irdl, g fvm ok, Ao A
e, I BCrvw we 8 I I 5IIQ S I BRI
IR & g 23w

*E TR, W @ 2 Tow orww Wy Ty e | =
CRR FTeieme AR RifEs 3ot 3fRre Sifvmgs | offfrr sy wiga
@R IR IR weE IR | SR AfSersa s iR Semmw
AR R |

ez, Fvm, oReddR AT e @I R Aot wwge
PR T ST A Ao A 2T IR o fRmfeces,
g oRIre @e T T AR SRONE, T A (5RR R 229,
oY e Iy e AR, framey adidite w3t Ry e Ty
NG NI ATAGAAS! FHCY NFFA MG F(ZF NS fereamt FRce |
TG SR G 8 IPRYF I N @ AW ST S
Aig fefReem)

OHPIIE, Svav AER 3¢2 (W SR, ey Browere,
AT @I ey TSt TS W & FeIw AR I ANER B
W @R IF SRR P, ] Prom 0@ e I] Toevm ve
R-2fefde TER INFW TS, FHME ¢ THR TEmE e
z|

@R I qofi AT IRTS A @ o7 efsamaiRifmre see
AW IS Trorwl @ S o IR IS O AN AR; SO
ATRIE 1 IR, SR AMER oforq 7 @b TG AL
oR 23S | HiSTE Tt 23T A i, 8% (W OIfire, SReITR
A T LRI TS 2etel A (Resftwz (=17 A7 SNTRAAIC)
PrbETE @3 A o@ [“x0” BiFe ARME v TRa wiITAR G
IR (@ SRS AT IS SOT2IRS 3R T2 FAejfre w0y
YA AW VSTV IHES T 4% 8 SfISw, el FoF IS
e ]Wre AT AN, AMEE I Fwims Qe wre I
IEN—IRICET O 279 I A—Ifer Sz Tor (@ oraate s
23 AT O 3% Wz, Bf Temem e sorRds Ffre Fume



Sy o (14 ¢ SR SRR

ReTe I TR; MR I Trafere AAOR e e eery
AT WIS TW WL, T 2 [ Seor nfF w=ifere 23, awiike
ol TWEd I BWE @R CR TORES, WG GFg IS R,
IE IRCH @ @RS I EAers FER owke 23w, oy oo
Tegfen ee REbe 2301 '

T&! e (T eOle AT 2 (¥ I SN T @ (WA ATt
731 23AMRe] TR (F22 TOF FNG RIS HewH 2306 SNIg et
T TR Ao ¥ VoA IRW Mism R (W S BT itew @
Tz faaferem [“ay” Pfes ARME e ], o7 Sreeied oIS
i ey aobe 236 —

“@F e 3 )IfSR (reT IR | e I e A e
I TRl 230F S A (@ TTOA G A (@A IR T S
g R 223feet | S 75 FPepT @2 (@ SR I SR aherss
ARTSH OIF 230EA To ANG AGAI HEFH IIAR W WA GwR
23T Al G SR T T AT 224N, O SR A S
@RS ot TR AR (@IS I 7 | PTG TS Pl @
TR FIER &) ST | SN SO g T | SN S
YRS Gy Sl SR Boffy Siera R0 A1 [ wawwy ST
AR IR (PG AfSTxF 26 SHOS | WA RS Fro @fT
R SRR 0T 126 22; g i Proi TRl (@ il o
BT IR G AR BRI T GG I W I U o
I T | WEl AR o fom A% A @R A R Bee 23IW
o | T SR SR SfeeR ¢ IR vel Reiw Ra Af,
SR SASTS H g AW SRR SN ST 8 Fores
g 517 @ get Y A ARH, G SRR FoANHeS s I+ |
3R ™R oOEWN @ Wt Setaw e fem fem furs, foy
GFR-MT | 7w et e e W SN FE S
orlin g1

froterr eige WATeRE TR IT 23R! FHR-RAzm
T PSR IFIET AT (¥ A WA O 7 gl 22w
@ TR el T FRAT T G ey FoF TS WAST



Wy sifaTem v

fon oorgR WRi (@@ IRR-IGRH-ATNTS  23TR, o
wfemgy, fof O3 I eqe 2RAfRrem, 931 (PRARE oS R
Sz e TIFRS ofs Sw IS @S A Jfere Rramer @
Cicy

SIS 2SI G E ~/f e R =1 &8s qrpe
oo fomee, SRR, Syo FRrelk —

“He [ Babu Shibchandra Deb ] kept himself in close touch with
Keshub Chunder Sen and his party and went on helping them with his
contributions and otherwise. One distinguishing trait of his character
was that he was a lover of culture and kept pace with progressive ideas.
Accordingly, when the Kuch Behar marriage controversy broke out, he
at once came forward to express his sympathy with the protesters and
gave his adherence to their cause. The protesting party at once took
advantage of that sympathy and placed him at their head as one of their
leaders. He was modest and good, kind and courteous, punctual and
methodical in his ways and almost an ideal in his domestic and social
virtues. Indeed it was a great good fortune to the protesting party to
have him amongst them at that time and to place themselves under his
guidance.

After the schism his house at Konnagar became something like a
place of pilgrimage to the members of the new Samaj. They would often
flock there to be inspired by his example of earnest piety, in-born
humility, wide range of knowledge, methodical performance of the
minutest duties of life, moderation in speech and conduct and constant
attention to the good of others. Indeed he was the living embodiment
of an ideal Brahmo life.”
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“Resolution
Proposed by Mr. A. M. Bose.
Seconded by Pandit Siva Nath Sastri.
Supported by Babu Umesh Chandra Datta
and
Carried by acclamation
That in bidding farewell to Babu Shib Chandra Deb, the venerable
President of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, on his retirement after S years’
tenure of office, the meeting wishes to record its love and admiration
for his personal character and its grateful appreciation of his unselfish
and devoted labours during a long career in public and private life in
the cause of social, intellectual and religious progress amidst many
difficulties and discouragements, and at a time when helpers were few
and obstacles numerous; and this meeting trusts that it will please
Providence to spare him yet for many years to carry on his work with
unabated zeal and help the Samaj by his mature experience, noble
example and wise guidance.”
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“......Slowly they approached the Mandir door, where they found old
Shib Chandra Deb, the President of the Samaj, standing with the keys
in his hand, ready to open the door for them. The sight of the
venerable old leader, a glow with emotion and lost in an attitude of
thanksgiving and prayer, enkindled the zeal of the singers a good deal
and the singing before the mandir became quite rapturous and maddening.
The singing over, Babu Shib Chandra Dev, offered a short prayer and
opened the doors of the Church to admit the congregation. In an instant

every creck and corner of the spacious hall was crammed with eager
worshippers......"

“LL SRR | ARTEERINEl | A qd IR Eme BeRe
22 @RE @, ANEE ekifs qx fvm (i orRifite Wy @R
Yl e ege 22 OUN HIR-20T MO | SRS oY )
Y@ X R GIRIE (TN A SN AGITAN (13
SfTSITR AbN (WOl (RIARAE FEIETRAMANT SR SEFSd
ogfere 23 BfoE @R IR WUF ARG @A e ol
fiet | AeGR E, I Prvm R @3 iR A SRt R
TRATH TAPTTIGAR ATICR &) MR 7R ST I | 93 JZ06T
T G RS 2o 2o 1N AR T @ wwgew Al
23 |”

Toare it fare ome =23 —

“FAMRY AT | oW SRl B 73 Y AN 23 @3 AR
Boifiers 2321fR | 3 iRR@ Few of sifners ew W | (@ iR Eifs,
3of Yot FRRROITE 371 TR ComI e of s 6 ARt wre
T T TIE AR JORER, GR PR W S R 2 22|
ofl ST CIEITRR (O, SRl SRR (el wifR Jt of S



v Ao )

AP AN @R PRE P IRAR, S WA (o ARa AW wwe
TS @2 Y7 o FRCeR| Oft oA 31, @ FFA I s
@2 iz ofR® 2ol @W Oy A4 =W @ IR AN MR G
TS @ WAIIA qE7 A TYT 23W@, G ¢ (INTy obiF IR
T G2 T TIE SRCA, WA ©ff 8 Fowererd WIS 23«3
RItY W of{® 2371

Ry ) (RIS @B o2 (W (OMIE +if@ qTei OTRR fim i s
| (O *[ 3R] G2 Siefe AR @ ST FhER Y7 Tty
R 3031 TR Ay 2330 COMIR WFeo 28, TR AT A (OIS
TS 23 3R IR, TR T o4 WY @SS Rvesi sfm
COIIE FAIF Bofw ITsyeigrst RS 37, OV (@ oIt 2, @@ 922
oRF ARGy etz | Tele ! IRCE o (e, G (@ L o Jfaam
AT | A W IR, (@ (ONF FANS (@ (I WA FHA T
{2 Bl A0Z, Y CONIT FACS W 4GNS ST 2l 237 |
o SINIHR wIwF R I o9 Ry I siffmw s omdfiiv
T @ G o offasef =i

TR oW SINAl (O AN @2 Rd S FfArelz| ofw
@2 Mo I AWM AW 28| W 2300 (ST AT W A50E
T @2 IRF A7 TYT 239, of IO IFE @3 e 9w, @w
€% 7 AT BATTFACR T FECIR G2 (R COTIR #if
¢ ool ol wgel =W AR AN iR 1

A (I Shbd, SR, SEY, b8 8 Shba HER
SRR W AR IR e A i Rsw wge A
Tolifer Sfoemaefe Moz IRCe Tww 23[R [ 2R, ‘X9, 28,
‘e, v BfFe AR (e ]1 svve MR wiSeRd Smafy
SRPAS | Shb8 AER oo M TR (@HROTET S
TR ) (IS oot SR 1R A6 Iy IICed IR A JI0I
A RN dSvba AR wfverRtd o Remgy ot
TEHCER AR QY TSR A6 I 2300 SRR Az IAF SE
I e ey g SRR, g owe fmieem @ afre
RSt SR e fArew fRafon Wi sif, st drim sewefe
REw gt Toren Bofiee 23R oIS I iz Al veads



39 v (i @ oy GR=ICAy

G *F-sifFepe arzd FfAm Boe FIE TR | ST 77 AT
s @ @ I WE ¥We ey [fen 23ces, rast
TR AS WS TSR Aforars 8 FTeIIR (@FRGIA IO
27 iR :

“AY RRGR” AT FiIfn FAR g Ae I ffm (wefie
rro ZZCE Shba HE HNE) BT 4w FEH A FRAS
RS ~ig FRARES | IETRIE GF e “itag R Aeimet
2 P S oy @3 GiRAEITS ARSI W

.1 I 1 e ) B VORI B B R L I s (R
RFY AT e @wd (Pime IF-AER Foy W R
TefiGe [rad M | S 7teE Tomeii s i fastes st -aibits
e GORLII i 22 SNTefe, waifst AaRTeR 7L 9
Fo7 A e zent AT <1y 26ATS, @ BTy St FRaR IR
& Svad AE 93 Affe e 2Zmfeet | g bt sieez Reve 267w,
TR 15T I Sr-aq A TS 22T Sbab A O F1G 23R |
g feierets TP 28va BIdT FkjRie 23uifRe; oy s e
5,000 BIF, OIRF AR ¢o T @R T (LIHAIY I1FA coo_ B
i fraifete | g g (N5 YT o005 Bl WoRAlRE, wefie
HRoEe R SR ey 3 IW XMMRE | @2 I AR W2
{Taiee 26T, oW Ty Forf o kel 23, [ ad,
7 voo BIA MW SIS |

TR At o w9 SR FRER TS %W iR
fofe qontd SR8 @ R iguies wfkme g, veo B
77 I, W IR TAw W I TR THm Swrotet €
e IRTAL aenfa (R 3l exs ¢ T AlF-za A qH
fafife 23aifee | wrfR e s Remges SIerG A epRPeIeR Il
oo 1o M gz s -iv =o S g e =3afeen)
oTTENIY BIGIAOR WM RN SRR IS ITH TF 2
ﬂWWW&@Wﬁ%G&ﬂ@@WWM@
FTRIfETIIE oUF AN IFT GG IR T IR |
227 Tomg awAfieaeR wifes afe sgtam R[RfERge ewm
3R |



e o{fAToRA )

S ANFNT AR T2 @R sAfFops st «[. or @2
R -=I5r 230 TS 7w w1 | erl-fFRieR zfE I9ge Wt 2sEn
TN IEPRIF SR ¢ & 227 20T FoIR FAoffels ARtz
AAGH IRCS 22AMR|

oo I ¢ TR AR @WeE R I IfArE STt
RS GO TARS 2J(F, @3 W mm SR AeE R
i e oPe e | SApiE v@rimmiy A N (s I
TR AWem 77 s wfrmr Afafes @ eSSt Rets
a3 FTw B F7 IR TR ot AW PREm AWcw
@R 3w oo sRfem, [y $rm fem s o 2 TR
(PRIRA 2T (PR I IR Ao AfFons sfaan T 2b) e
iR |

Srab AT bR TCE (IR RETH T, Sy Fe), PR ey
(CrieT-=ifer) fofars, Jon afas efedt 22afeet air TR-afsfre sz
(@Y IR-TMEE (AP ISR T i 227feet | o @
BT A AT — (SO 3¢ Oy (Frver-2fsdr fee) —23e
et TS DTS, 4R FAN FAF Iop-Tfe, SR (Sl FHACS
RO GRS AR, qiw 2B TEE SO afeaesik
iet-ifden fofirs (wife wfm-efedm fofirs) sHfve 22am a7z
2%+ |

A efore swine T, v «if §2-8iw (Siefd-an) ags

i fRefelie svew sutaete IHE- e e e 58 (SfR)
frgs <fmifersm -
SO ORI TS Fferret |
fivafe IumeNaE, (e

Fra-efd w53 53-Og Af arsfas o2afee o Raews #ite
e Aewe =Rl var 23

v O e



958 P54 6 SoTHE@AR e

sa-afedz fm Frstez o3 <3l siftie spme Bafe—
2 frm Sw @l oNd ey e qy sl s
A 2R PR o, Sew e SR A9 SR, @
It ARkake s armre wqive w3fE, o fary o
38—

Lopidias CoUICIRSE ]
Yoy AT RIS 7@ FOTIRTHR AR |
Yo HE stz = Tel eeR =T @

TP 7 WA A |
svay FEA—(osT osR) Fem vw AefteR [r)
Swab FE— (T aE)  RReTER @t (TG e sree |
Stad AA--(¥Z M) feisTars ot (oT@ e SRR |
Sobre WE (93 NAFF)  [erE oha SR sres |
Syiry AlFE—(87H Gree)  fRRbTEE A NfSfeca A |
SU3S MA—( 0T fBETR)  fRvtER ot (& owery stee |
Sody AFA--(3A WMIRE)  Evrmz W (NG S AR |
Srdy AF—(¢F IIRY)  (FvtEs el (A frder ez
(ot fo=i i vgega fies o@
e omfelm wmm fita Aize)

(@RE T -ANCTE A ARG TOTA T (031 5@, dSard HiF)
“EENA TS A Afed 23migE ! wiea Al R[RfE srenaR
o (@FAFAI T AT VA FIREMRCAT GR IW-FRRE -
oiffs SNRAED (MRIFT IO Tor AR 23WfeE | @3 T
ST Ay =@ A Afer, s fars ofswl onam iR efsfes
faeiisy -

“ (IR Q-G WG ADIo |
\ oot W@ S0, e Sy, 41 ARR ¢} I W@ TON

s weste apma sffel fefars wesremw seetan Sifsa™
2 @meE Rl Sz fsm om wdE Sige wfye



Lt It (e e

cREE W I @3 b afedr sfRew: afs, o 8 Wy fnffiaz
7 <} F@ 6 7R @3B W AT AL w 7w, @B G
IR AR AW MR =W, @I oI Seam e e
T =W, G 93 TS PN AR TS A 2w, O 230 39
efSoIdla S TR 220 | FRABIRMIS! SRR @3 WwEhwl B
AU

(T VTR AT (T (OINF WG Neole 3/ (3 AR
stesll (FOF AT e otewia 22err G HEIE I G
SOE FEfl AN g AR | (oI (378 st BRI A AW FAAI
fAfse sSR! FNF R @3 qGH! AfSe 22w (o ¥©
SRR BT o I T, B @ (OWIF Wene 3w ARG
ESifeel FRACS #{ita | FAT TS T T A3 o @ s
fofde rf on ¢ R 233 TR, Y @ Ry oy sfvees!
@ ¥© ATH AW I3 FU I SHPE 237, O G 4z I R
I Tl (OINI TS A T; OrEl 220 (SINE HAGIERER e
oy S 22031 (2 v el comm eie 33 i wesfere @
o I (T T T 23, O] oS oz vard (@i (@b
TFE R

sEl rHE dferfe @, forovgfe Tl Pasta s @2 @b
afSd sfamfecem |

Tou TR T2 (EEAIY SIPT G A TeiRre z3W MG
Tl Sfmferen i ORE FWWE o @ [[q@mage (Afs wga
TP AR @AY IFT A Goifarme) «Idw, ey festaa
SCAICY, Tod WCH, (IING AT SR, FEbe wfowd
TS AN IR AFAE WY IR | G A«Re Qe
Rfore 223F #I7, TT NS ALOR (FHF AFFNCST FHTAT Sfes
Tl Efmiike @3g (3 ISl Qs SrpE AR | (PES ARPTNS
TR Tod GBI AT ol fRRstae Srei e arpiee i
iz Ao Bo WIW AR | QAT 2w 2fSs g =g TzrmaR
s@ fammiy eoprh W fAafiegee R aRpEteR AR
THATAE SIBICR IRG ICIF | QLA HLRe IRPIER Fepaiel 2ifs I



o frpE (0 @ SRR GRS

23T e a3 (SN amEme @ (o RmRf Mt oye )
TR | (O Wad RS TuH IR | =N Ny

AW 2N

@ RO SNE GRER @3 7 e 22e | o) (IS
APTT 28W (O TeseTwdl TR W Ry R[Rgwwzd R,
OEG IETONT @R AN FRCOR, @ @ IPNT! AN WA
wA P, GR (ST AR oM FF, @ R FIA AMA R
fsifes Wt 231 fAw e = oo e cotie SR 220w S|
o (@ WA P S 8 i IR, W (ORI IRAR
JrEE IR



k)

==

abtET @R SqW dqW A S &@E sfivmene (e
IR | GH S FRARPNC I, TOYF FCFCo AR, <o o3
I

WA ATHR AR @ Srae G IS (@R RN
TR - GRT T AMSR 23 IR IS IGTW 7 62
2 22AfRe | BT 30N FIRbrd IrIeTens 2w TEeie 23! fofq
TS =W AR A5, Y = W Pt SR svee WEW
o A 22O Srav AER G I 1w *pedt skt
(ICETE ISTEF W9 M ST Atad Rz 2701 @ <o S oied
OIE MERNE @ FARANE @man dAfgene sfew sl
R e M- ©ret sfkire 22fee | Hear folw sews
Flerero I oot IfA TVT FARAE I FEA AR o7 TR
(Srae AE) SRIE @3 IRe 23fed | Ty IR fofv afaaret
@ HISE PG e I e IR IEe WH v I
e, R W N Ir BRe MERA-ge s i
T [ 23 TG R Sz WY Gl BIsE oo FF e
TSR Ty IPF ACI© Hiemy Sty e e | Ffge ey
Ffe i o srat Ae @i IgE SRty OrRF e 5= varm
o @ e @R oA AR FHl-RAART SwET 23ne wiEy
W MR IS F4IS 8 TNRST fvamiaant iz «ixTs g
AT BeAZ FLAICI @A IR | I9es ol AR ry-swres
AT @ FHOgral ITF IO @ 7S & PR Ffnifaress @izl
(@3 ST WA AR FRAARES, 79d (*F INE SRR = 7w 7
o 23Ol |

LT



300 fvm (0 8 SRR R

Sbd-rR e N SmE, w@ 8 Twarm it Igfe o
I (O IET| IR W 2300 O TrenEw AR eez
cwint “ep efFmiz” WEkre wIvs It Tw @9y Fmfegrst oRw
R fof s0ae I o fReew, Ry vy AR s SRR
@ @ Orl O GRR SR & TR WR IR ot $ige Y = |
St AR TEre W1 o @ wfr] weEeRl e sRmfReEe,
orzite ol fefkafrem @ ok S Ry v feet w1, S Reww
W @ o 1, ot fof o /e @iy IROSH | @ I (N
fofs Sz T2 (e fActeleig) oo Jfaifere G IS AW oL
Sie A wwe wafy T3 age Fm fafeeew Sew
TR qerey IMe R @R T I S B A
@ PetEm R fRm @ wRri [ emm e a3
FesieTy e 230, (R R 29 IR I 23R W) 5 e
JealleT wforer WAl B R #f e vt Ty T2 @i
@ St o 8 AR Boww IO IR =T, oy ey Ty
Ffaem —

fRrbEFe Srvb ATER »3 M Tea 23re Tyw|

“OMIT OfIE]  (@Tlaig BOTEE Wey AP [EE SRR IR
e frefie «f 8 sgrd froer Icdw M fge ARE

T —

2Tl A IIY-FACH 61T FTG AL — oo,
(IO IR-I7Ce frafirs arad— 3000,
@ FIER A Bz Afereremam JAML— S000,
e TG Rupera, aifer Rpre,

el RWIER @ AR S[FIETRI AR — S¢o0,
(217 @000

BT S5 wR DR BR JIME GE T AR @ Fw
*@@nmﬁﬁmﬁm%ﬁmm@mﬁaﬁm
Tafe Rew e 3 3w Rewe: @ o7 3 ¢ «wares o
o @ o sivere DR @ 22E O M A RwieeR @we
O @ AW 23(F SHPIE BT [Bl oW IRCIA| FWT A I



(ag0 ] 0%

BT - A P &Pfer Wy I @ o Ree = e
R SR TR | W (I AR R I s
_RI”

S WA (R-FS Svby AT O AR O

_ T e Tyo

“y AW (RN AW W WA RHEE /TS 9wy @
e Svem =T 2M @NFR YT o Ao BFY
Rezd w1 wirore, oy W IR GfCUE vooo & TR
BRI (IR I G W SR o Qo e @raw
URFI GR ToAfre ARG To T TR @ wR ST Rre
P, T fofd @I T A TF @@ TER BRIW @rINR
SR M AR | WM AGRT (R TR 8Ty [Ferd | @A W
RS T 27, O GR SRIX WS I FRAIT & Gew TogE
e fys sRre =T | 8TR T IW TF vooo BT FIER
e B @ed em TR Tw PRew wofm o=
TGS T 27T, AR Ted S RERE GRRAIOo7 A 5B
Q@ BeoTTs I TEN R e IREE oo T Brers s
IR |

{7 SRR el YiammIY (RIER Wi rmedn e wfears
¥R, IR SWE ol iR WA AW Brrwdn IRw wfeemm
(P e e “TeR v B @3l wiew ger & fave
22|

@ W3EW T T R oW 9 @EAF ISR
AR & @ IRACHI 251 &), @ F-Frer Tafen &y @z wmwg
(ReTT SRIE ARYWA &, ST wooo & & TR
IR FF 3T TFo SR A A TGt (ew 7E AR,
frat s=f¥E Bt SAfRe WeR @ AT TP THAfReE weig TR
T W IREN | IR I (PR IR, S (S =AeT oS
RN (P AT, SHOIR (PR R @ s T
R’ GR TSR 7" I IR T



303 firpe (1 8 OeREER FRACEY

Sty AT RpE TrRIN € wE @ [Frede ot IR
Pleem o sfrer Snw IEE1 R BN S g e
SEroEAY G TR WedT (¥ EWRS g e abice
ﬁmmwaﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmmww
Apleem @inE = 9k @mEaE i a9

Sordo HiTE RRvE ke GRS W R G} GF I SSAE
AR 7w | o 6 et o oz hereor wifsm Sraw s
TSl BRI T (QF TR R G oI R wwRe
IR, @R AF @ PR RATHY ICHIANT TAAEI A0 AfST
A8 g B ©ret FEWI G} ABCER ee FmE (et
IR |

e @t oot sRme Rivw @3 Z0eT w6 SR ARge!
@ RS- AW 7R | ot +iT® Fers R ST o sRafkew
R @NE TR S8 qIB AFEIFT AT IFT i3 |

ST R (FZ OYF SR 2g o] I[ce AFe |
R (Ml Rrw —Veget e Bew; o Ffe 1 [ifs A
fRrew, Ry Fafomn P faew ) S yadites Roeiwg [ e a1
MABE T oAdw I ARPTe—Tae A e™@ wel’, OrF iR,
oI AORI—q T SR o A/ S et ethe
Sr7 raftwel ¢ SRR Reaw «ifes shem ke a1 o
iR =@ gyrmRe @weerd v @it @e S sk
A @ Rt «AfsT siew Ao | ST 28 @ TR JIfATS
7 o Yefs Wm & @ Freme Fotsen S AReRe
239, fofae wfeny fim-fom farem R ST T Prjgwes m ot
| SIQF W EIRTOANS AT (R X | [ o oK ol
A LIANY ICAT TS @A oig ferfmt e siRanfrrem
@, WfS TR e I 26T AR e 2w oUW
FeATMBTAR e Bt Az 23Ty vt uR wwiRaifkeew @ fofq e
7RG b fire o) S @RRISTN @@ T WY R

; EwH W WA IW ARER MGRPIE oA Sl
ASRTS |

TG S T RSty W A FOIR femia Ty

B AR @ R A Srw EReAw o7 FEE, GiR T Are s



oy 309

Site (e e Sl U CRTee Wi e
AR R F-Rost Rafee ) sormry “Hfeam aregr” s
IRFRAMAE G0 oY oIifie 2RfRET| MRbtER SeETy wmE
e GiR o AAfeH Wi R wmites T Rewr sraaa
AP IR GR ANMAT AN WRW Gew | SR s T
FRAMATER WIS fFmeet «Afgat wRcs sifde, fof, #itg s site
e W @R o, fre TR ARAe, S oftre Fray Ffmt
Rt e | %! oXAe WM AR G AR @k wwe Rfa
ISR N5 230 AN GRI &2 IRCoe ¢ FHS, wrwa
43RG SR A% @~ aAte SR wF §iRke (RTe =R
Srdo AER 3B TRF IR ¥ T, 359) IR ORI
weest cest, fvm My sfern T ) <K Ata oW Y TRRER
e @22 Fa IS AR AR | W IS FATR A (oA
W7 AR TR I I G2 O IGRA gl (WG 22N, WS
e A Rifs; e 4 It Tor IF; T T@AR
cier Tt e 28a wifFET | g evwe TRIYIET e @i
e @ SR P N @AW Soiw IR, BN et 2
e fawt e “Fr—7, widie “Fam 2e”) T, W e
Aest 7 g =3 (o |

AYIA [P REAS, BT (RN @M ST TR Y
TN s sligfere ey 22afeet ) S o farem, $rom
SCACFE WOAPCHA AACI® 2271, CAPWITE, *[CACed Ao
fster ediTEew e e Al Wb oRfw fmifkeee )
SAN v@ARFAIY FW N W FRstmm wwrr AR
Al TATE IRWRCET | APRTE F/Ceg N 0T 2
w7 W TR R oR Ry 2akE o Rasee
Fofftarze Fte Sz JeRy-Rabe Frare kel 23t @ BoEfx
/@ —

S
“By TS o Iy wnim oW,
WA @ IR Toge o,



{08

v (19 ¢ TeTRYERE SN

TN AeHH D A,
ferrsferm TS 71 omad)

]
SPIE FORPT SifeT QR
R = ey, SR I IR,
o G A, T e,
AT Remce s=w [@w)
O
e Baw A1y @R «w TW
s woEy 4, iR T [we,
et IR gowA, 9 G
oifet ©1IF ¢ BA ©fF S
8
oSl A i3 SEy &
frnfesr Rfg $ita sfaces T=m:
o ToTes (AN, Fg IR T oL
8 WE W ova [/ Fo
S ey Rg 3390 2o
e
MaT Hw NI ey ew
oiRte gie o AN 3vE;
QN Y8 R FF, I o FATER,
Wfer BT 9, PIR SIS
R g @=L

")
Iz FfRces AN, @7, ™ O],
sfafirs ARy, W WA WA
oy SRCex T A6 & |



(aar ] 0¢

N
o T W@ AW A e =2
o A PO T AN IAW?

T Bt == Fe0e T,
FICIT AN IE GR® WA T,

ARG R FAIAONT |
b

TN GRW ¥ YZE @A

o8 ¢ XTI e,

RIS I (0 8 SeR!, (N
ez ofs sfsites et fomi,
ATSIT 4N R ATEF 2P |

®
FIAGH Q@ AGNF A"
IR O 7N IE] A,

IYTI ATSIY, w2 R e,
el W Wy O 39,

N RCT WeR (RN S e |
hYe

it IR @ s &

oot e S AR «aes,

G a9 fE o, o YT (AR,
A FRI R GFIA o
oo W & oEm 8 TER |

5O
@R IR S o W,
o7 B @N e 233 TwA 2

6% 7 bifd 4Ly, AR W RIS,
IR (A AT AT ST Y
qQ AW Giels I8 T O JY|



0v fRrvm (7 8 SRR ST

5%
Fifitg o2 T WRE @Y,
I SIF o M M =)

IR R fts, avw e Brs,
IR N AN IR IS
I IR W AR

0
oI TR B, @O 7,

o et G, I S AT,
AW fBr s@ www (R
AR e AR S| e 17

@ (e FRA (@ 9} @ 59 5 IR &ike e, IR
TG o fediRe sz | Rzn age v B Seierf
Fre ofimfeew MR SR @ @REE o1 IBE [WA
e 23ceT BSRRR wiRsifaez IRTS A o 1R | (e SR
T RS AY O3 AZUER Gwys fAifRer =7 713 fof efefome =e
@2 e WTHEH IRCOA,— (T I (SN I AN & GoATR
e @ e TGRS fawe IR e o —ak ToE AfRTeR,
T AfeaFe AT sfete B8 IRTo 8 TRFE FF TN T
T |

R fowfe Tmd R 7 o «i7 oo gl bt
O IGTMAA T ©Io! F3q SUT THIA NG I IRAMGEW, @ IA
v rRe femifz | Wiz gforme o smifneice Fsras af
Siaa Feeew IfAre Rew sR e sfafeew, g am
efoTeaeTes O SR (7 SR T SRS Spwe L2AMReTN | 99
T 2, I SR wine aifere A TAHA off FEe FEW 2o,
oY R G} TRAG Womge iR 23e; IR, IR FvEes
ol wiften SR TS (7 TN G e Ry @ @
ST L ‘

T ARG IR AR e 22 ¥ BUiR AR 7w
SR TiAgF fReT | AT TU TR AP 230, O SigE



™g 04

IR SR foe WY (@R on IRCSH SR @M AR W @R T
N W—Iee “IT wFETR, @ JABI W T AT FHe w@ww
e 22w @2 St wlR R} [P oW fim o RN Sraw
FfaTe SR (IR Srer dRm Fmfew, Coom © wns
G MTATS 1o 1A IR IR #AO1RCS =R 7, g wrzirs
TN Y AR, @@ R (iR Srw AR 1

gty eielfba abite wifts e R o =wm fkeem, g
SIRl TR AFS (RN (KR TFNTee Rfgmg RS ane 23 718
o Sz iRt “ay, “@”, Tonf B rae for o
ACHH IR R

TP @RITes Gk AR afeha 4% @en 3 e
5o femr i sl offim % Sormr e SRw Fm, @re 0,
¥ “HAOR WS THRY e | TP ToT ARRE 2o
afarer, wog fof T2mew Ao Sted AiZe TN ST 8 FTZAN Tie
Fte Al v SREIE AR Acw FRRIe TFAW o FECS
RAe z@ AR AT @ AW R AW, @@ SR O3 3w
gfere 7117 S o™ I Afee 22ale | NS AW 3RS
FRce R “I=E SRR” @@ WD IR Twikd iR !
ToR 12 ¢& fm ot 1R @3 o fzel e fermm staw, i
AN 6 SFRICS, 937 SANmaE wfew I;ce (O W @
sfarerz Mo orwe N “T” Fm Tew om) IFe: e Gre
23T !

3900% FER T WAY, JTHMIAR, I sfdfad e Sw
TR 227 | TP ARG ST YOI S SR (IS o TIeT%7]
R WL Oz @ (At IR fArecis 9 s 2017 7R T
A B FER @ @ 7 S AR @, ¢ w A e
QUG S MafEm g Seiw @Ifbe W7 WS =W AR iegiE
age =fEwm P Ww IAe @R [Z | G e W GIH TGS



ot PrvE (R 6 SRy GRAE

BRI | HOR FHe W FfAFfe TfEre e i Feoreraw
et icafies foet | MR (F2 T 7w IR APAES I AR
TR @ & Ao Hererm AXe fiffm frm et s 2w
SR R |

el ERRrER TR (@ GR T TS @3 A
AIZRTTT R @ 7z Ty AeAfde 22e W veRene Sifm
AW | SRR AR TR E el e FRNIKE GRAATE
AT T8, 2R Wi wreRe A



AUTOBIOGRAPHY
==

To SATYA PRIYA DEB

My Dear Son,

The accompanying short account of my life has been written for
you in the hope that you may derive some benefit from its perusal. You
will perceive that, without possessing any talent, how [ have got on in
the world. My regular and diligent habits, my patience and peiseverence.
my honesty and integrity of purpose. are under God’s providence the
causes of my success. What I have considered as my duty, I have always
endeavoured to discharge it faithfully That the Almighty and merciful
God may grant you success in your career, may preserve you in virtuous
life and enable you to be useful 1o socicty is the earnest prayer of

Konnagar. } Your most affectionate father
25th June. 1889 Shib Chunder Dcb

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

My father, the late Babu Bryjakisor Deb, was a respectable
man of Konnagar, a populous town within the Serampore
Municipahty. He was not a man of education, but had an ordinary
knowledge of the vernacular, and could read and speak English
pretty fluently. The latter qualification he acquired by his constant
intercourse with Military officers. having been employed for a long time
in the Army, as a Sircar, a very uscful post in those days. After a long
and faithful service under Government, he retired in his old age on a
small pension. He was courageous. energetic and strict in his conduct.

0
e (W1 - 38



Bo firpe (1 @ SRR SR

His habits were very temperate and regular. He used to take his meals
and do other daily business at fixed hours from which he seldom
deviated. To be punctual in these matters he always kept a watch by
his side. He was of course an orthodox Hindu, and died in 1846 at
an advanced age of 95 years.

He had four sons (Bhairab Chandra, Mahes Chandra, Isvar Chandra,
Shib Chandra) of whom I was the youngest, being born at Konnagar
on the 6th Sraban 1733 Sak, or 20th July 1811. The first died in 1833,
the third in 1855 and the second in 1876.

EDUCATION

I was never sent to any school for vernacular education as there
was no such institution in the village at the time, but was taught. by
a Gurumahasay employed by my father, in Bengali reading, writing and
arithmetic of the commonest description.

When I was about 10 years old, I began to learn at home a little
of English from my late cousin Babu Madan Mohan Mitra. This part
of my education consisted of spelling and reading lessons, and the
meaning of words learnt by heart.

At 11, I lost my mother, and spent my time idly for two ycars after
that event. But when 1 heard that- good English Schools had benc
established at Calcutta, I felt a great desire to study in one of them.
Although my father was very fond of me, yet 1 had not courage enough
to speak to him on the subject, as he was naturally of a hot temper.
In this difficulty I requested my cousin Babu Uma Charan Deb to draw
up an application for me (in English) addressed to my father, soliciting
him to send me to some School at Calcutta. The petition being ready,
and finding my father asleep at noonday, I put in on his writing box,
which was always kept by his side. When he awoke, he read the
application, and having sent for me, expressed his willingness to comply
with my request.

I was sent to Calcutta in November 1824, when I was 13 years old.
’livcd in the house of a relative, the late Babu Ramnarayan Ghosh of
Hatkhola, and attended a private school kept there by one Mr. Read,
for a period of about eight months. Not being satisfied with the
instruction | receive there, I begged of my father to send me to the Hindu
College, which he consented to do. Accordingly | was admitted into
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the 7th class of that institution as a Pay scholar on the st August 1825,
when I was 14 years old.

I studied in the Hindu College for six years and five months. of
which, the latter two years I was in the First class, and held a scholarship
of Rs. 16/- a month. Having obtained a Certificate of Proficiency I
quitted the College on the 20th December 1831. Among my college
friends and fellow-students may be mentioned Babu Hara Chandra
Ghosh, Rasik Krishna Mallik, Revd. K. M. Banerji, Ram Gopal Ghosh,
Radha Nath Sikdar, Dakshina-ranjan Mukherji, Ramtanu Lahiri,
Peary Chand Mitter and others. Babu Hari Mohan Sen was an intimate
friend of mine, to whom [ was much indebted for many kind offices
done to me. While in the College, Hari Mohan and myselt jointly
published a Bengali translation of a portion of the Arabian Nights’
Entertainments.

SERVICES

I entered into Government Service as a Computer in the Great
Trigonometrical Survey of India. on a salary of Rs. 30/- per mensem,
which was raised to Rs. 40/-. In this capacity I served the Government
up to 20th Fcbruary 1838, when I was appointed a Deputy Collector
in Balasore on the nomination of the Boamd of Revenue.

Previous to my obtaining this appointment, I had passed an
examination in Surveying, and had bene pronounced qualified by the
Surveying Committee appointed by Government for employment in the
subordinate branch of the Revenue Survey Department.

In Balasore 1 was employed in Settlement and Resumption duties
for upwards of six years, with credit to myself and satisfaction to my
superiors in office, and was promoted from the 3rd to the 2nd grade
on the 9th January 1844.

In May 1844, 1 was transferred to Midnapore. in which district I
was engaged in the settlement of Sudder Mehals and petty resumptions,
conduct of Butwaras and collection of Khas estates. besides assisting
the Collector in various duties of his office. T was promoted to the Ist
grade on the 15th February 1849.

In January 1850, 1 was transferred to the 24-Pergunnahs, where 1
was in charge of the collections of Panchannagram and other Khas
estates, the arrangement of the Records, and the miscellaneous duties
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of the Collectorate, including Rent cases, and valuation of lands taken
for public purposes.

Originally there were only threc grades of Deputy Collectors, and the
salary attached to the first was Rs. 450/-, that to the second Rs. 350/-, and
to the third Rs. 250/-. The officers were promoted after a term of five years’
service in each grade. In 1853 the Board of Revenue made a classification
of these officers, dividing them into 5 classes according to merit, and
the salary fixed for the Ist class was Rs. 700/-, that for the 2nd class
Rs. 600/~ and so on to the last grade, the salary in which was Rs. 200/-. By
this classification 1 was placed in the 2nd class on the 6th March 1854,
and my salary was gradually raised from Rs. 450/- to Rs. 600/-.

About this time 1 was employed in obtuning lands for a new Canal
from Baliaghata to the Hughli river at Chitpore.

In May [857. while travelling in a Raldway carriage in company
with some European gentlemen. 1 was led by them to a conversation
on the subject of the Mutiny then raging in the N. W. Provinces, and
some expressions, which inadvertently fell from me, were construed by
those gentlemen into disaffection towards the British Government, and
sympathy with the mutineers. On the report of the above gentlemen
the Government called upon me to give an explanation. which being
submitted with testimonials of my character, it decided that the language
used by me was disrespectful to the Government, and therefore warned
me not to repeat such indiscretion

On the 29th November 1858, my services were placed at the disposal
of the Railway Commissioner, Mr. W. Ainslie. for the acquisition of lands
required for the Eastern Bengal Railway. At the conclusion of this work
in March 1860, I availed myself of three months™ privilege leave. and
took a trip with my friend the late Babu Peary Chand Mittra to the Upper
Provinces for the benefit of my health

On the expwation of my leave | rejomed the 24-Pergunnahs
Collectorate. 1 was promoted to the first class ol Subordinate Executive
Officers on the 10th December 1859.

The Government was pleased to appoint me a Deputy Magistrate
with the powers of a covenanted Assistant to a Magistrate on the 24th

arch 1860.

On the 19th September of the same year, I was appointed Deputy
Collector of Calcutta in addition to my appointment in the
24-Pergunnahs, so that I held my office at Alipore and Calcutta on
alternate days.
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Being in a very bad state of health, I retired from the Government
Service on the Ist January 1863. on a superannuation pension of
Rs. 330/8/- per mensem, which was a moicty of my average salary of
the last five years.

In 1865 I was appointed one of the Municipal Commissioners of
Scrampore under Act I of 1864. This office 1 held up to March 1878,
when [ resigned it in consequence of my bad health. and my resignation
was accepted by the Licutenant Governor of Bengal on the 6th Mary
1878.

On the 4th July 1871. 1 was appointed Sub-Registiar of Serampore.
in which office I continued till April 1872, when | resigned the post,
having suffered in health from the daily journey I had to perform from
Konnagar to Serampore, and the remuneration not being sufficient for
the trouble.

On the 4th Junc 1872, I was appointed Registrar of Marriages under
Act III of 1872 for the district of Hughli. This post I resigned in
December 1887, and my resignation was accepted by Government on
the 13th February 1888.

On the assumption of the title of “Empress of India” by the Queen
Victoria on the 1st January 1877, a Certificate of Honour was granted
to me by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, under the ordess of the
Viceroy of India.

In February 1880, [ became one of the Directors of the Bengal
Banking Corporation, {from which office I retired in 1882.

MATTERS-—DOMESTIC

My marriage with the second daughter of the iate Babu Baidyanath

Ghosh of Gopalnagar in the District of Hughli took place in April 1826,
~ when 1 was 15 years and she 9 years old. This carly marriage was of
course settled and agrecd to by the parents of both the parties, in which
I had no voice. But thank God I have never had any reason to be
dissatisfied with the match; on the contrary, I have always considered
myself fortunate in having a wife who is in every respect deserving of
love. Her natural good sense, her virtuous disposition, and her
devotedness to. me are beyond all praise. The issues of the marriage
were six daughters and one son.
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My first daughter, Kdilas Kamini, was born at Konnagar on the 19th
Ashar 1242 B.S. The second daughter, Mokshad4, was born at Mariali,
a village in the District of Balasore, on the 6th Magh 1246 B.S. Third
daughter, Binod4, was born at Balasore on the 7th Bhadra 1250 B.S.
Fourth daughter, Kshirod4, at Midnapore on the 7th Chaitra 1252 B.S.
Fifth daughter, Kshemadd at the same place on the 2nd Paush 1254 B.S.
and the sixth daughter Ram4 Sundari, at Konnagar on the 29th Kartik
1256 B.S.

My only son Satya Priya Deb was born at Konnagar on the 7th
Sraban 1263 B.S. or 22nd July 1856.

My first daughter was married to the late Grish Chandra Ghosh, third
son of the late Babu Ramdhan Ghosh of Simla, Calcutta; second
daughter was married to Omer Lal Mitra, fourth son of the late
Babu Gurucharan Mitra of Ahiritola, Calcutta; third daughter was
married to Radhika Narayan Ghosh, youngest son of the late Babu
Brindaban Chandra Ghosh of Ichhapore in the 24-Perguunahs; fourth
daughter was married to Chuni Lal Mitra, second son of Babu Pearychand
Mittra of Nimtala, Calcutta; fifth daughter was married to Upendra Nath
Mitra, third son of the late Babu Isvar Chandra Mitra of Calcutta; and
the sixth daughter to Dukari Ghosh, second son of the late Babu
Haladhar Ghosh of Thanthania, Calcutta.

My son was married to the eldest daughter of Babu Kali Nath Bose
of Bagbazar, Calcutta, on the 31st August 1876, under the provisions
of Act III of 1872.

My father’s house of Konnagar, in which my family resided with
those of my brothers, being too much crowded, I obtained from my father
a piece of land situated near the old house, and built a new one in which
I have been living with family since 10th Jyaishtha 1257 B.S. or May
1850.

I was visited with a severe affliction 1n the death of my eldest son-
in-law, Grish Chandra "Ghosh, which event took place on the 20th
September 1869. He was for may years editor of the “Bengalee”
newspaper, and one of the most distinguished educated youngmen of
India. About 3 years after, his second son, Amulya, a very promising
lx of 16 also died. I suffered another aftliction from the death of my
third daughter, Binoda, which occurred on the 10th September 1873.
Subsequently several grand children of mine also quitted this world. In
1882, another mournful event took place. My second son-in-law, Omer
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Lal Mitra quitted this world on the 10th October of that year. Such

misfortunes are incidental to human life, and ought to be borne with
resignation.

LITERARY PRODUCTIONS

[ wrote a Bengali treatise (ﬁ"l"[ﬁ?{) on the treatment of infants.
compiled from the works of Andrew Combe and others on the subject.
the first part of which was published in 1857, and the second part in

1862. In 1867 1 published a Bengali treatise on Spiritualism (SEIY
@) compiled from various authors.

MATTERS—SOCIAL

On my being transferred as Deputy Collector from Midnapore to
the 24-Pergunnahs in January 1850, I resided at Khidirpur or Alipore,
visiting my family at Konnagar every Saturday, and returning to Alipore on
Monday. At this time 1 felt a great desire to do something for improving
the condition of my native village, Konnagar. With this view 1 called
a public meeting of the inhabitants of the place on the 29th Ashar 1259
B.S. (July 1852), the result of which was the establishment of an
association called the “Konnagar Hitaishini Sabha” (Benevolent Society),
the objects of which were as follows.

(1) To do whatever will tend to promote the beauty of the place,
and the good of the community.

(2) To reform all indecent and immoral customs which prevail in
the village, without interfermg with the religion and castes of the people.

"(3) To give relief to persons in distress, brought on by misfortunes
or unforeseen events.

(4) To adjust all disputes between man and man amicably, provided
both the parties concerned apply to the Sabha for arbitration.

This society existed tor a period of three years, at the end of which
it was dissolved in July 1855 for want of adequate support from the
inhabitants of the place.

During the above period the Sabha made necessary repairs to
the roads, constructed culverts where urgently required, gave
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relief to indigem persons, and granted aid for building School-
houses &c.

The establishment of an English School at Konnagar being suggested
by the above Society, 1 granted a piece of land for the site of the school-
house, which was built by subscription, and the school was opened on
the Ist May 1854. It was at first a private institution, but it obtained
a grant-in-aid from Government on the 8th November 1855. The school
is now one ot the best aided English schools in Bengal.

Under the system of Vernacular education introduced by Lord
Hardinge, a Government Vernacular School had been established here,
but it was abolished on the 1st May 1856. However, through the
exertions of myself and my friends, a Vernacular School was established
under the Government grant-in-aid system on the 14th June 1858, which
1s sull in existence, and is considered one of the best schools of the
kind.

Being convinced that education would be promoted by the
establishment of a Public Library, I raised an adequate sum by private
subscriptions, and built for the purpose two rooms in the upper story
of the English School-house. The Library was opened to the public
on the Ist April 1858. It has a good collection of English, Vernacular
and Oriental classic works. Its current expenses are met by monthly
subscriptions paid by the readers and other supporters of the Library.

When I was a student in the Hindu College, I became convinced
of the importance of female education. Accordingly I felt a great desire
to teach my wife reading and wnting in Bengali, and did everything
i my power to accomplish that object. In time I employed a Pandit
to teach my daughters, one of whom was sent to the Calcutta Bethune
School.

With the view of having a Girls’ School established at Konnagar,
I submitted a proposal to Government in 1858, in which I agreed to pay
Rs. 500/- for the erection of a school-house, provided an equal sum was
granted by Government for the purpose. Besides, 1 guaranteed the
payment of Rs. 15/- per month from local sources, and solicited a
monthly grant of Rs. 45/- from Government. This application, after long
cgrrespondence, was disallowed. But without further waiting for any
af from Government, I at once opened a Girls” School at my own house
on the 12th April 1860, appointing a Pandit for the instruction of the pupils.
A monthly grant-in-aid was afterwards obtained from Government. The
school was then removed to a house built on a piece of ground belonging
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to me at my own expense. This School has been well managed; from
it a number of girls annually pass the Vernacular Girls’ Scholarship
Examination and obtain scholarships.

When the East Indian Railway was opened to the public in 1854,
no provision was made for stopping the trains at Konnagar. Consequently
to avail of the Rmlway, the inhabitants of this locality had to go either
to the Bali or to the Serampore Station. a distance of three miles on
either side. To remove this inconvenience, I applied to the Railway
authorities for the establishment of a station at Konnagar, which after
much pressure, was allowed in 1856.

There was another want much felt by the people of Konnagar. There
was no post office in the village, so they had to proceed to Bali or
Serampore to post their letters. To supply this want, I sent an
application in 1858 to the Post Master General, soliciting him to open
a Post-Office at Konnagar as a tentative measure for three months, and
guaranteeing the payment of any excess of expenditure over receipts
in postage, which might occur during the period of trial. Accordingly
a Post Office was opened here in that year, which has become a
permanent institution.

The establishment of a charitable Dispensary at Konnagar was
another desideratum. Endeavours were made by the late Hitaishini Sabha
for the accomplishment of that object, but without success.

Having great faith in the system of Homaepathy, 1 called a public
meeting in 1868, of the inhabitants of the place, with the view of
establishing a Chaitable Homcepathic Dispensary, which, according to the
resolutions passed at that meeting, was opened on the lst September of
that year; but 1t was closed in December 1869 for want of support from
the people. It is however satisfactory to state that Homeepathic medicines
have since been gratuitously distributed to the sick applying for them
at the expense of the Konnagar Brahma Samaj.

LEpidemic fever having been broken out in Konnagar in 1875.
éausing great mortality among the people, a Charitable Dispensary in
connection with Government was established at the place through the
exertions of myself and my friends. It was located in a pucca house
lent by me for 1ts use and was supported partly by private subscriptions
and partly by Government. The Dispensary was abolished by Government
in 1881. In December 1883, a Charitable Homeopathic Dispensary was
opened at my house at the expense of my wife, which is still in existence.
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MATTERS—RELIGIOUS

During my early years, being brought up in the midst of Hindu
Idolatry, I was naturally a Hindu, of the Sakta sect, i.e. a worshipper
of Sakti or Bhagawati, and after my marriage I formally received, with
my wife, mantras from the family spiritual guide, and worshipped Kali
daily according to the formula given by the guru.

When 1 was studying in the 4th class of the late Hindu College,
under the tuition of Mr. D’Rozio, religious discussions were carried on
under his guidance both in and out of the College, the result of which
was that my faith in the Hindu Religion was gone, and I became a
believer in one God, or, in other words, a Diest. But my circumstances
not permitting me to act according to my belief, I was obliged to conform
to the rites and ceremonies inculcated in Hinduism. I contained in that
state till 1844, when I was transferred as Deputy Collector from Balasore
to Midnapore. It was here that a copy of the Tattva-bodhini Patrika
came to my hand, and I was delighted to read in it the doctrines of
the Brahma Dharma. 1 immediately became a subscriber to that
peridocial, and began to worship the Supreme Being in the manner
therein indicated.

In 1846, 1 established a Brahma Samaj at Midnapore, which
continued to exist till I left the District for the 24-Pergunnahs in January
1850. The samaj was subsequently revived by Babu Rajnarain Bose,
then Head master of the Government School there, and brought to the
most flourishing condition.

Some time after my joining service 1n the 24-Pergunnahs, 1 formally
embraced the Brahma Dharma, and became a member of the Adi Brahma
Samaj at Jorasanko. By the grace of God I have succeeded in introducing
the Brahma Dharma in my family. My wife is a sincere believer in that
Religion, and reduces her belief to practice. All my children have been
brought up in the same faith.

I have already stated that I retired from the service of Government
in January 1863. On the 28th May of that year [ establisheda =~ Brahma
Samaj at my house at Konnagar, the services of which were regularly
he‘ at first every fortnight and afterwards every week. This Samaj was
originally set up under the auspices of the Adi Brahma Samaj. Babu
Debendranath Tagore occupied the vedi at the inauguration of the Samaj.
But since the secession of Babu Keshubchunder Sen and his friends from
the latter Samaj, it showed its sympathy with the Brahma Samaj of India,
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although in all matters the Konnagar Samaj acted independently of any
Samaj, and at its Anniversary festivals the leaders of both the Samajes
conducted services alternately. 1 have always entertained the highest
veneration for the Maharshi D. N. Tagore. To provide the Samaj with
a Prayer Hall of its own, I granted a piece of land on the riverside, and
built a suitable house at a cost of upwards of three thousand Rupees,
raised by subscription, a material portion of which was contributed by
Babu Debendranath Tagore. The Mandir was consecrated on the 8th
March 1879, and a Trust Deed was executed appointing the gentlemen,

Babu Ananda Mohan Bose named in the margin, as
Babu Umesh Chandra Datta Trustees of the Mandir. Some
Babu Panchkari Banerji houses have also been built for
Babu Satkari Deb the residence of ministers or
Babu Satya Priya Deb missionaries.

(For a history of this Samaj I refer to the Appendix to the Annual
Report of the Sadharan Brahma Samaj for 1879)

At one time I had the highest respect and esteem for Babu Keshab
Chandra Sen as a religious teacher and reformer; but latterly, that is,
a few years previous to the date of the Kuch Behar marriage, some of
his proceedings in the Brahma Samaj of India and his preachings in the
Brahma Mandir, were considered by me as very objectionable, which
led me to change my opinion regarding him. When I heard of his
intention to marry his daughter with the Maharaja of Kuch Behar, 1
highly disapproved the measure, and joined my friends in sending a
strong protest to him against the marriage. It is known to all that I
took an active part in this movement, the result of which was the
establishment of the Sadharan Brahma Samaj on the 15th May 1878.
I served this Samaj as 1ts Secretary from its commencement upto
December 1879. At the Annual Meeting of the Samaj held in January
1880, I was elected its President, an office for which I did not consider
myself competent, but [ was obliged to accept it at the earnest request
of some of my esteemed friends. This office was held by me for five
years consecutively. After an interval of one year, I was again elected
as President of the Sadharan Brahma Samaj in 1887, after which I retired
from the office in 1888.

Owing to my religious beliefs, and specially to my son’s marriage
under Act IIT of 1872, the orthodox Hindus of Konnagar have
excommunicated me from their society, and not only that, they do not
scruple to insult and persecute me whenever they find an opportunity
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of doing so. But I am not at all sorry for this treatment, as I anticipated
it, and was quite prepared to meet it. May God grant them light to
see their error, and mend their conduct.

HEALTH ,

Although constitutionally I am weak, yet by a temperate and regular
mode of living, 1 have managed under God’s providence to enjoy a pretty
long life. I have studied the laws of health and have tried my best to
observe them. My food has been very simple— rice, dal, vegetables,
fish, milk and bread. I have always followed the golden rule “early
to bed and early to rise”. 1 took moderate exercise (walking) every
morning, after taking a cup of tea or coffee or cocoa and used Dumb
Bells and flesh brush before bath. At present milk is the only beverage
taken by me in the morning, and I never go out with an empty stomach.
The following is the routine of my daily life at present :— I rise at 5
a.m., in all seasons of the year, and after satisfying the calls of nature,
and washing my face and mouth, I sit down to read some newspapers
or religious books. At 6/, or 7, I take one pua ('/, seer) of milk with
an arrowroot biscuit. I then come out to take a short walk, after which
I look into my private affairs, also attend to public matters if there be
any. At 10 a.m., I bathe my body in tepid and head in cold water, after
using the flesh-brush. The dumb-bell exercise has been discontinued
in consequence of physical weakness. After bath, I sit to family prayer,
and then take my breakfast or rather dinner at 11 a.m., which consists
of a small quantity of rice, dal, some vegetables and fish, and a pua
of milk, with a little sweetmeat. I never drink water till 3 or 4 hours
after the meal. After this, I take a little rest for half an hour or so, and
then attend to business or reading. At 5 p.m. I take 5 drops of Tincture
Opii (under medical advice) and eat some fruits, or a biscuit and batasa
(sugar cake). At 7 p.m. I take my evening meal, consisting of three
or four small chapatis of bread, or a few slices of loaf with a little fish-
curry, and a pua of milk and some sweetmeats. I go to bed just at 9
p-g., spending the interval in conversation with my family and friends.

[ am now 77 years old (July 1888), and thank God, 1 still keep a
tolerably good health, though it is sometimes out of order. My present
complaint is great general debility.
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From E. H. Lushington, Esq., Offg. Junior Secretary to the Government
of Bengal, To Baboo Shib Chunder Deb, Circular No. 288, Dated
Fort William, the 17th June, 1859.

EDUCATION

Sir,

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request the favor of
your furnishing him with your opinion as to the practicability of
promoting really cheap Schools for the masses in Bengal like the
Hulkabundee Schools in the North-Western Provinces.

2. There are not, His Honor desires me to observe, the same
available means or agency in Bengal as in the North-Western Provinces
for introducing a system similar to the Hulkabundee system, but it is not
to be assumed that there is no other way of advancing Education among
the people at an equally small cost and of an equally good character.

3. His Excellency the Governor General in Council, in remarking
upon this question, has observed in Mr. Secretary Grey’s Letter No. 1021,
dated 17th ultimo, that “there is no prima facie reason why, while it
is possible to establish Schools in the North-Western Provinces and
Behar, at an expense of from 5 to 7 Rupees a month, it should be
impossible to establish the same Schools in Bengal for much less than
Rupees 20 a month. The wages of labor in the two Provinces are not
so unequal as to account for this great difference, and as regards a

e
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popular desire for education, and a supply of masters, the difference,
it si believed, is all in favor of Bengal. There is no reason either to
suppose that the indigenous Schools of Bengal are upon a much more
expensive scale than those of Behar.” Again, His Lordship continues,
“it is well known that natives of this country will gladly accept service
in their own villages for a very small fixed salary. Mr. Harrison, the
Inspector of Schools in Behar, in his Report for the 1st Quarter of
1856-57 (paragraph 28) quotes an instance of a man, who being in the
receipt of only Rupees 5 a month;, declined to leave his village upon
a salary of Rupees 30, and it.is believed that, among the natives
themselves, few if any who are employed in their own villages receive
a higher salary than 7 or 8 Rupees a month.”

4. The whole subject is one of such vital importance to the
interests of the people in Bengal that the Lieutenant-Governor feels
assured that it will meet at your hands with the serious consideration
it requires, and he trusts to be in possession of your recorded ‘opinion
at an early date.

CY)

From the Right Hon’ble Lord Stanley, Secretary of State for India, to
His Excellency the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General of India
in Council,—(No. 2, dated the 31st December 1858).

My Lord,

Many applications have been reeently addressed to the Court of
Directors of East India Company and to myself, by ‘persons who, either
on behalf of themselves or of Companies which they propose to
establish, are desirous of obtaining ‘grants of unoccupied land for the
purpose of carryirlg on the cultivation of cotton and of other exportable
products for the supply of Manufacturers in this Country. The replies
which have been addressed to these applications have generally been
to'the effect that, while the Home Authorities® desire to extend all proper
dncouragement to the investment of British capital in the development
of the resources of India, it will be necessary that, in regard to grarits
of land in any particular localities, the applicants should place themselves
in cothmunication with the Authorities ‘on the spot. They havé been
further informed that if it should appear on enquiry that there is land
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at the disposal of Government suited for the required purposes, and that
the Local Authorities have no objection to offer to its transfer to the
persons applying for it. the Home Authorities will be prepared to
authorize the grant of such land in perpetuity, on such reasonable terms,
and subject to such conditions as may be agreed on between the local
Government and the applicants or their agents.

2. The matter having been considered by me in Council, I have
now to communicate to you the following observations :—

3. Most of the applicants are anxious to obtain “a grant of land
in fee simple”, by which term I understand them to mean a grant of
land in perpetuity either gratuitously or in consideration of an immediate
payment, under which the land should be for ever discharged from all
demand on account of land Revenue.

4. I am aware that the extent of land absolutely at the disposal
of the Government in India, in which no rights either of proprietorship
or of occupancy are known either to exist at present, or to have existed
in former times, and consequently liable to be again put forward, is
extremely limited. In such Districts as the Dehra Dhoon, Assam, the
Sunderbunds, Kumaon, Gurhwal, and others similarly situated, where
large tracts of unreclaimed land are to be found absolutely at the disposal
of the State, Rules have already been promulgated, under which settlers
can obtain allotments on very easy conditions, and for long terms of
years; but in no case, I apprehend, extending to a grant in perpetuity.
In such cases I desire that you will take such steps as may seem to you
cxpedient for the purpose of permitting grantees to commaute the annual
payments stipulated for under the Rules (after a specified term of rent-
free occupancy) for a fixed sum per acre to be paid on receiving
possession of the grant. In all other respects, and particularly in regard
to the conditions which provide for a certain proportion of the land to
be cleared and brought under cultivation within specified periods, the
Rules will of course remain unaltered. You will report to me the course
which you propose to follow, in carrying out these instructions.

5. In their Despatch of the 6th May (No. 6) 1857, paragraph 14,
the Court of Directors, in reviewing the measures proposed to be adopted
on introducing an improved system of Revenue administration into the
Districts assigned to us by the Nizam under the Treaty of 1853 informed
you that, had the territory been entirely at their disposal, they would
have had no objection (considering the large extent of unoccupied land,

fme (7 va <
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to the proprietorship of which there were apparently no claimants) to
sanction, as an experiment, “the alienation in perpetuity to any persons
of substance and respectability, of land belonging to the Government,
upon condition of the application of a certain amount of capital to the
cultivation of the most valuable products of the soil,” although the Court
at the same time expressed an opinion that easy terms of long lease,
such as for a period of twenty or thirty years, might be sufficient at
present to attract British Capitalists. It dees not appear that the Court’s
suggestion has yet received your attention, and I now desire that you
will take it into your consideration.

6. It appears to me that the question of granting unoccupied lands
in perpetuity, discharged from all demand for land Revenue on the part
of the State, is intimately connected with another question which has
of late attracted much attention in this Country, viz., the expediency
of permitting the proprietors of Estates, subject to the payment of
Revenue, to redeem the land-tax by the immediate payment of a sum
of equivalent value. In thase parts of India which are under perpetual
settlement, such as Bengal and the Northern Circars (so far as the Estates
originally permanently settled have not lapsed to Government, and are
now under Khas management). the difficulty of arriving at a satisfactory
decision will be the least experienced. It is obvious that if a Zemindar,
bound to pay in perpetuity a fixed Jumma of a certain amount per annum,
15 permitted to redeem that obligation by the payment of an immediate
equivalent (all existing tenures and rights of occupancy being of course
in no way injuriously aftected by the transaction) and that the amount
so paid is applied to the extinction of debt, the Government remains
in precisely the same financial position, the balance of its receipts and
charges being unaltered. The process in this case is simply the extinction
of a perpetual annuity by the payment of its value in a simple sum;
that 1n estimating that value, 1t must be borne in mind that, while the
perpetual annuity is of fixed amount, liable neither to increase nor
dimmution, the interest on the public debt, which may be extinguished
by the transaction, is of a fluctuating character, and that the charge on
he State on its account may hereafter be reduced by judicious financial
irrangements.

7.  But the political results of such a change carnot be overlooked.
The fortunes of the Zemindar, who has bene allowed to extinguish his
fixed annual habilities by a single payment are, from thenceforth, still
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more intimately connected than they are at present with those of the
British Government. The immunity from taxation which he 1s enabled
under our rule to claim, and which no Native conqueror could be
expected to recognize, renders his loyalty a matter of prudence and selt-
interest. He is attached to the cause of order by a tie similar to, and
not less strong than that which binds the fund-holder of a European State.
This is not slight advantage, and may fairly be held to counterbalance
some inconveniences of detail, which may arise 1n effecting an
arrangement such as is here suggested.

8. In the larger portion of India, where the settlement of the land
Revenue is made for limited periods, the difficulties attending such a
measure, as the redemption of the land-tax, appear to me to be much
less easily encountered. The settlements which have been concluded
in the North-West Provinces, and in portions of Bombay, and which are
now commenced in the Presidency of Madras, provide for a revision of
the money amount payable to the State, in commutation of the
Government share of the net proceeds of the land, after the expiration
of a period of thirty years, so that if, from whatever cause, the relation
between the value of silver and that of agricultural produce should be
found to have changed, the opportunity is afforded, from time to time,
of re-adjusting the pecuniary demand on the cultivators of the soil.
without adding to their burdens, or sacrificing the just dues of the State.
This consideration appears to me to be most important, especially n
a Country like India, where so large a proportion of the public income
has from time immemorial been derived from the share reserved to
Government, of the produce of the land. Under such circumstances, the
permission to redeem the land-tax can operate only in so far as the people
may avail themselves of such permission as a permanent settiement of
the land-tax at its present amount. The basis of calculation for the
redemption can only be the rate of assessment now actually paid; and
the redemption being once effected, the State is for ever precluded,
whatever change of circumstances may hereafter take place, from
participating 1n the advantages which, there is every reason to hope and
a{nticipate, will follow the measures which are now in active progress
for .mproving the administration, and for developing the material
resources of the Country. Weighing these difficulties on the one hand,
. but remembering, on the other the importance of affording all possible
encouragement to the employment of British capital, skill, and enterprise,
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in the development of the material resources of India, I commend to
your earnest and early consideration the important questions treated in
this Despatch; but I particularly request that in any suggestions or
recommendations which you may submit to me, you will be especially
careful not to confine them to such as may be calculated for the exclusive
advantage of European settlers, and whith cannot be equally participated
in by the agricultural commumty generally.

(®)

From W. Grey, Esq.. Secretary to the Government of India, Home
Department, to A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of
Bengal, — (No. 1518, dated the 1st August 1859.)

Sir,

1 am directed to transmit, for the consideration of the Hon'ble the
Lieutenant-Governor. a copy of the Sccretary of State’s Despatch
No 2. dated 1N the Revenue Department noted in the margin, and to

3ist Dee  request that the Governor-General i Council may be

1858 favored with an early communication of the opinions
of His Honor on the questions discussed in the Despatch. 1f it should
appear to His Honor desirable to consuit any of the Officers of His
Government upon the Despatch, the Governor-General in Council sees
no objection to that course being taken, but the great importance and
difficulty of the questions submitted for consideration would seem to
suggest the expediency of selecting for the purpose of few Officers of
mark, rather than of circulating the Despatch for the opinions of the
Officers of the Revenue Department generally.

2. With regard to the instructions which are conveyed in the 4th
paragraph of the Despatch, and which may be at once acted upon, [ am
directed to state that those instructions are not understood by the
Governor-General in Council as dealing with the question of granting
lands in perpetiaty. discharged for ever from all demand on account of
land Revenue, but merely as directing that, under the existing rules for
“the grant of wastc lands, grantees shall be permitted to commute the
annual payments stipulated for under those rules, by a single payment
at the time of receiving possession of the grant. The question of
disposing of waste lands in perpetuity, free of all prospective charge



+ffafr3 WY

and land Revenue, is understood to be left for consideration as a part
of the great general question of permitting the land-tax of India to be
redeemed. If there were any doubt as to this being the correct
construction of the orders contained in the Despatch now forwarded. it
would be removed, [ am desired to observe, by the tenor of the 4th
paragraph of Lord Stanley’s subsequent Despatch No. 1. dated the 16th
of March, a copy of which was forwarded to you with my letter No.
866, dated the 27th April. I am to add. that the Governor-General in
Council perceives no objection to extending to existing grantees the
permission to commute the annual payments, for which they have agreed.

(8)

From E. H. Lushington, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Government of
Bengla, To Baboo Seeb Chunder Deb, Deputy Collector, Railway
Dept.. — (No. 2844, dated Fort William, the 23rd November 1859).

REVENUE

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith, a copy of a letter No. 1518, dated
the Ist August last, from the Secretary to the Government of India n
the Home Department, together with a copy of Despatch No. 2, dated
31st December last, from the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for
India, and to request that you will be good enough to favor the
Lieutenant-Governor with your opinion on the subjects therein discussed.

2. I am desired to state that your opinion should be submutted
with the least practicable delay.

(@)

From Baboo Shib Chunder Deb. Railway Deputy Collector. To E. H.
Lushington, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sir,

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2844,
dated 23rd ultimo, together with a copy of a letter from the Secretary
to the Government of India in the Home Department No. 1518, dated
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Ist August 1859 and of a Despatch from the Right Hon’ble the Secretary
of State for India No. 2., dated 31st December 1858. In reply I beg
leave to submit my humble opinion on the important subjects mooted
in the communication under acknowledgment.

2. The principal question discussed in the Despatch seems to me
to be this, whether it is expedient to permit the land-tax of India to
be redeemed by the immediate payment of a sum of equivalent value.

3. In the case of permanently settled Estates the redemption of
land-tax, though apparently disadvantageous to the State inasmuch as
a large portion of the annual income will be diminished, will, both from
financial and political considerations, be found on the whole beneficial.
Firstly, because it will reduce the public debt and expenditure, and thus
improve the financial position of the country generally. Secondly,
because it will hold out a greater incentive to the development of the
agricultural and mineral resources of the country. and lead to the
amelioration of the condition of the rural community. Thirdly, because
it will place the loyalty and attachment of the land-owners to the British
Government on a firmer basis.

4. With regard to the rate at which the land revenue should be
commuted, I beg to say that although the interest on the public debt
varies yet I think 5 per cent may be assumed as the average rate, and
therefore 20 years’ purchase of the annual revenue of an estate may be
considered as a fair value for its redemption.

5. The next question 1s whether the measure of redemption of land
revenue ought to be introduced into the estates which are temporarily
settled, or in which the Government demand is adjusted from time to
time according to the relation subsisting between the value of silver and
that of the agricultural produce.

6. I feel no doubt that it is an admitted principle with the
Government that the development of the material resources of the
country and the improvement of the condition of the people are objects
of paramount importance. In my humble opinion nothing is so much
calculated 10 achieve those objects as the limitation of the Government
demand. So long as this demand remains unlimited, that is, liable to
iderease or decrease, there can be but little incentive to the improvement
of the productive resources of the land. When the land-holder knows
that if the produce of his land is increased, Government demand is sure
to be enhanced, can he have a strong motive to lay out his capital in
the improvement of his land?
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7. For the above reason I am of opinion that in the temporarily
settled estates the Government revenue should, as far as practicable, be
limited for ever at an average of 10 years’ collections.

8. If the advisability of limiting the land revenue in the estates
not permanently settled be admitted, the question of redemption of that
revenue by the immediate payment of an equivalent sum becomes easy
of solution, and may be treated in the same manner as in the case of
the permanently settled mehals.

9. Respecting the question of granting waste lands in perpetuity,
discharged for ever from all demand on account of land revenue. 1 beg
to observe that as the rates at which Capitalists would be willing to
take waste lands in the first instance, will necessarily be very inadequate
with reference to the future capabilities of the soil, I do not consider
it advisable to dispose of such lands in perpetuity free of all prospective
charge of Jand revenue. These lands may however be granted on easy
terms under the existing Rules for long periods say 100 years, and the
grantees be permitted to commute the annual payments, agreed to by
them for a fixed sum to be paid on receiving possession of the grant.

Fort WiLLIAM
Railway Deputy Collector’s Office
The 14th December 1859

(¥)

To
The Magistrate of Serampore
The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Konnagar.

Most humbly Sheweth,

That your Petitioners beg most respectfully to state that formerly
there was not a single shop in this village for the sale of hquor or
intoxicating drugs, and that only a limited number of the inhabitants,
who were accustomed to the use of the debasing narcotics, used to resort
to a shop existing at Rishra a village at a distance of about a mile from
this place.

That within the last 6 or 8 years no less than 3 licensed shops,
namely 2 of liquor and 1 of Ganja and Opium, have been established
in the most conspicuous part of this village.
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That your Petttioners believe that these shops have had the most
baneful effects on the morals of the people of this village, and regret
to observe that a great number of the young men, who, prior to the
existence of the above shops, where averse to intemperance, have now
decidedly acquired bad habits.

That your Petitioners with due deference beg to remark that the
deceptive argument, so often brought forward, that these shops are
established to meet the wants of the people, should hold good, were
they opened on their application or in compliance with the wishes of
the village community; but the fact is too well known to require any
proof, that these shops are invariably opened, without the consent of
the people and often against their remonstrances.

That authorizing a person to manufacture and sell liquor by paying

a certain duty is one thing, and the forced establishment of retail shops
in the most tempting places under the direct authority of
Government is another. Your Petitioners feel confident that were the
innumerable evils resulting from the establishment of such debasing
shops, and the horror with which their influence on the habits of the
people is viewed both by the Hindoo and the Mahomedan population,
known to Government to the fullest extent, an immediate change would
be the consequence, because they can never believe that it is the
intention of Government to deteriorate the morals of its subjects by
persevering in a system, which yields comparatively a little more
revenue, than the less objectionable mode observed in England and other
civilized countries. For if the argument stated in the preceding paragraph
should justify the establishment of deleterious liquor and drug shops
all over the country, it would equally hold good in respect to the
establishment and support of gambling shops under authority of
Government. But the paternal care with which the British Government
is known to watch over the interest of its subjects induces your
Petitioners to hope that the evils of the Abkaree system, when properly
brought to light, will be remedied as those of gambling and similar vices
have been.
%  That your Petitioners beg to urge that irregular habits of living bring
on improvident expenses, to meet which, people are not infrequently
led to the perpetration of crimes, which, had the temptations that are
so abundantly thrown in their way by public houses, not existed, would
undoubtedly have never been resorted to.
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That in proof of what they have advanced, your Petitioners would
beg to represent that gambling, theft and other concomitant vices have
of late vastly increased in.their village to the great apprehension and
loss of-your Petitioners.

Under these considerations your Pemloners have been induced to
lay this Petition before you in the hope that you will kindly interest
yourself in the matter, and, by recommending the closing of the shops,
save a thriving and respectable village from ruin, which, considering the
rate at which crime and immorality have progressed since the objectionable
shops were established, must in a few years more be inevitable.

In conclusion your Petitioners pray that you will be pleased to
consider the concession they ask for on special grounds, and as they
are not without a precedent, 2 liquor shops having been under nearly
similar circumstances removed from the Town of Uttarpara — they beg
respectfully that their prayer may be brought to the notice of the higher
authorities for their favorable consideration.

And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.
KonnaGar
The 25th June 1853

(1)

To
The Abkaree Superintendent of Hooghly
The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Konnagar,
Zillah Hooghly.

Sheweth,

The your Petitioners beg respectfully to submit herewith their

From Joint Magistrate of Petition in original to the Joint Magistrate
- Serampore to Magte. of of Serampore dated 25th ultimo with copies
:looghlyé;:o- 170, dated 28th  f correspondence noted in the margin; from
une 1 . . . .

From- Magte. of Hooghly Whl.c?l .it. will be pe.rcewed that y(')ur
to Joint Magte. of Serampore, Petitioners had applied to the Police
No. 483. dated 1st July 1853. Authorities for the removal of the Abkaree

From the Joint Magte. 10 55 established at Konnagar, and that they
the Petitioners No. 176 dated . . .
2nd Idem. have been. directed to bring the matter to

your notice. - !



Y e (17 ¢ ey Gawey

Your Petitioners beg therefore to present this their Petition to you in
the hope that you will take it into due consideration and adopt prompt
measures for the removal of the shops complained of. As the grounds on
which they ask this concession are fully stated in the Petition to the Joint
Magistrate of Serampore, your Petitioners think it unnecessary to repeat
them here, but would only beg to refer you respectfully to that document.

With reference to Para 2nd of the Hooghly Magistrate’s letter to
the Joint Magistrate of Serampore, your Petitioners beg to state that all
the Abkaree shops at Konnagar have been recently established, and their
entire removal is the object your Petitioners have in view.

Your Petitioners perceive however that a slight error crept into their
former Petition, which it is proper to correct. They find that there are
now in the village two shops instead of three, as stated in that Petition,
namely one of liquor and another of Ganja and Opium, the third shop
being lately incorporated with the former.

Your Petitioners do not hesitate to declare that they are fully
persuaded of the pernicious effects produced by the establishment of the
above shops, and their statements have in some measure been borne out
by the remarks made by the Joint Magistrate of Serampore in the
concluding part of his letter to the Magistrate of Hooghly. Your Petitioners
therefore trust that you will be pleased to take a correct view of the
matter, and submut it to the favorable consideration of the Abkaree
Commissioner.

And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.
KONNAGAR,

The 25th July 1853.

(v)
To
C. K. Dove Esqr..
Abkaree Supt. of Hooghly
The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Konnagar,
Ziliah Hooghly.
Sheweth,

That with reference to your report to the Abkaree Commissiorer,
Ist Division, N. 450 dated 12 August last, in which you have been
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pleased to declare that you “cannot possibly support the petition of the
inhabitants of Konnagar” presented to you on the 10th Idem, requesting
the removal of certain Abkaree shops recently established in that village,
your Petitioners beg respectfully to urge upon your further consideration
that the boon they applied for was solicited on special grounds, they
not having presumed to question the justice or contest the legality of
a tax, which forms a considerable portion of the public revenue.

That your Petitioners extremely regret that their respectful prayer
for the withdrawal of the aforesaid shops, which they consider injurious
to public morality, should have been construed into an ebullition of
private feeling, which they beg to assure you is not the case, as will
appear from the explanations given below.

With regard to the 5th Para, of your Report above quoted, your
petitioners beg to state that the majority of the higher classes of the
village community, who could alone take steps for the redress of their
grievances, being obliged by their occupations to remain at Calcutta
during business days and business hours, your periodical visits to the
village were either wholly unknown to them, or known only after the
opportunity for making any representations had passed away.
Moreover, there did not, until lately, exist that unity amongst the
inhabitants, the want of which, you will please admit, is a bar to the
accomplishment of even the most common municipal objects. This want
has however been recently supplied by the establishment. about 12
months ago, of an association, entitled the Konnagar (Hitaishinee Sabha)
Benevolent Society, the object of which is to promote by every lawful
means the welfare of the community. These circumstances will, your
petitioners trust, fully account for the indifference with which they are
alleged to have hitherto viewed the establishment of Abkaree shops in
the village.

Your petitioners further beg to say that the word “recent” was used
in their Petition in a relative sense, as previous to 1841, there did not
exist any such shops in their village — the subsequent change in this
respect being, your Petitioners humbly submit, not warranted by either
the wishes of the community, or their altered necessities.

Your Petitioners do not quite appreciate the force of the
argument adduced by you, that as the high price of Europe wines and
spirits retailed in the recently established liquor shop at Konnagar
precludes the poorer portion of the community (which you assume to
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be the class that generally commit crimes against property) from using
those beverages, your Petitioners’ objections are not applicable to that
shop. But your Petitioners believe that the wealthiest, when addicted
to drinking and ruined in fame and fortune by a life of profligacy and
sin, is as liable to commit such crimes as the poorest inhabitant in the
village.

Referring to the 6th Para of your report, your Petitioners beg to state
that they cannot admit the argument that because Messrs. Wauchope,
Belli, Young, Buckland and Bright, did not record any opinion regarding
the increase of crime in their village since the establishment of the
Abkaree shops above adverted to, therefore crimes have not actually
increased. But on the contrary your Petitioners have found that the evil
effects of Abkaree institutions do not exhibit themselves until after
sufficient time has elapsed to make those institutions generally popular
with the degraded portion of the community, and that therefore the
opinion of the latest Magistrate is of more weight in this matter than
that of his predecessors.

With respect to paras 7, 8, 9 and 10 of your report, your Petitioners
beg respectfully to affirm that Baboo Joy Kissen Mookerjea, whom you
have unnecessarily dragged into this question, had no hand in the
getting up of their Petition. The subject was discussed at a monthly
meeting of the Konnagar Benevolent Society, held on the 14th February
last, when Baboo Joykissen Mookerjea had no connection whatsoever
with that institution and it was there unanimously resolved that the
public authorities be memoralized for the removal of the shops. It was
not until after the Petition had been drafted, that the Baboo was made
acquaint with it. Your Petitioners further beg to declare that they had
not, until they received your reply to their Petition, the least knowledge
of the recommendation made by Baboo Joykissen in favor of Bissonath
Saha, and ccnsequently the rejection by you of that recommendation
could not hy the remotest possibility have led them to the course they
have adopted.

As to the circumstance of Baboo Joykissen Mookerjee’s quoting
l*gely from their Petition in his speech delivered at the Town-Hall, your
Petitioners beg to submit, that at the date of that event their Petition
was in the hands of the public authorities, and was consequently a public
document, which any man having the inclination to inspect, might easily
do so. If Baboo Joykissen have availed himself of the information
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contained in the petition, surely the just prayers of the people of
Konnagar cannot be rejected on that account.

With reference to the last Para of your Report, your Petitioners beg
to assert that their case is analogous to that of Ootterparah; because
Konnagar has a Government Vernacular School situated not far
from those abkaree shops, and an English School is about to be
established on the same spot the young alumni of which institutions
are and ‘will be as much liable to temptation as those of the Ootterparah
School.

Under these circumstances your Petitioners earnestly hope that their
prayer will, on the special grounds above represented, move the
Abkaree Commissioner to comply with their request, the reconsideration
of which he was pleased to promise in the concluding sentence of
the 7th Para of his letter to your address No. 1405 dated 16th August
last.

And your Petitioners as in duty
Konnagar bound shall ever pray.
The 2nd Nov. 1853 (Sd.) Calachand Bose for self & others.
Inhabitants of Konnagar.

)

To .
The Managing Director of the East Indian Railway Company.

Sir,

We, the undersigned inhabitants of Konnagar and its vicinity, beg
respectfully to return our sincere thanks to the Railway Company
for the establishment of a station in that village, but at the same
time we beg leave to bring to your notice that a great number of the
people, who would otherwise avail themselves of the daily trains, are
excluded from the benefits of the measures for the following
reasons.

In the first place, the up and down through day trains do not stop
at this station. Permit us to inform you that Hooghly being the-: seat
of the Civil, Criminal and Fiscal courts of the District, to which Konnagar
and the adjacent villages belong, people have almost as much business
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to transact in Hooghly as they have in Calcutta. But owing to the
non-stoppage of the above trains at Konnagar, they are unable to profit
by this convenient and speedy mode of travelling. -

Secondly, the bad state of the Road from the Station to the
River is another cause of the small number of passengers daily coming
to Calcutta by the train. The village being situated on the bank of
the Hooghly, which is nearly a mile from the station, people do not
like to walk this distance through a roed. as muddy as possible,
when they can easily come down to Calcutta in country boats,
particularly in this season of the year when the current is very
strong downwards. If the Road from the River to the Station be
therefore a little widened and metalled, there is every reason to
hope that all the people, who now proceed to Calcutta in boats on
account of the bad state of the road, would gladly avail themselves of
the train.

Thirdly, the rate of fare for the third class passengers is rather too
high for the majority of the inhabitants. If the case had been otherwise,
the inconvenience, arising from the bad road above adverted to, would
long have ceased to exist. The present rate is two anas for a single
journey from Konnagar to Howrah, and as double journey Tickets for
this class of carriage are not issued, the expense of the journey
from the village to the town, and thence back to the village is four
anas per day, besides one pice for the crossing of the River at Howrah.
So that deducting 6 days in each month for Sundays and Holidays, the
total cost to the traveller would amount to Rs. 6-8 nearly per month.
This, we beg to say, is too much for the greater part of the villagers,
whose monthly income does not exceed Rs. 15 or 20, and who can
perform the same journey in boats at an expense of Rs. 2 or 3 a month.
If double journey tickets are issued to this class of passengers, an
immense number of people would be able to avail themselves of the
train.

In conclusion, we feel assured that the same liberal spirit which has
characterized. the Railway Company in the extension of this good work
ir‘Bengal will now actuate them in dealing with this our respectful
representation.

Konnagar,
The 21ist July 1856.
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own life, thy rule and guide in all
thine actions.

IV. Thou shalt not follow the
example of any man or set of men,
nor obey any teaching or accept of
any theory as thy rule of life that
is not in strict accordance with thy
highest sense of right.

V. Thou shalt remember that a
wrong done to the least of thy
fellow- creatures is a wrong done
tq all; and thou shalt never commit
a wrong wilfully and consciously
to any of thy fellow-men, nor
connive at wrong done by others
without striving to prevent or
protesting against it.

VI. Thou shalt acknowledge all
men’s right to do, think, or speak,
to be exactly equal to thine own;
and all right whatsoever that thou
dost demand, thou shalt ever accord
to others.

VIL Thou shalt not hold thyself
bound to love or associate with
those that are distasteful or
repulsive to thee, but thou shalt
be held bound to treat such
objects of dislike with gentleness,
Qurtesy, and justice and never
suffer thy antipathies to make thee
ungentle or unjust to any living
creature.
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VIL Thou shalt ever regard the
rights, interests, and welfare of the
many as superior to those of the
one or the few; and in cases where
thy welfare or that of thy friend is
to be balanced against that of
society, thou shalt sacrifice thyself
or friend to the welfare of the
many.

IX. Thou shalt be obedient to the
laws of the land in which thou dost
reside, in all things which do not
conflict with thy highest sense of
right.

X. Thy first and last duty upon
earth, and all through thy life, shall
be to seek for the principles of
right, and to live them out to
the utmost of thy power; and
whatever creed, precept or example
conflicts with those principles thou
shalt shun and reject, ever
remembering that the laws of
right are—in morals, Justice; in
science, Harmony; in religion.
The Fatherhood of God, The
Brotherhood of Man, the
immortality of the human soul,
and compensation and retribution
for the good or evil done on
earth.

TEN RULES OF RIGHT
.  Temperance in all things,
whether physical, mental, moral,
affectional, or religious.
1. Justice to all creatures that
be—justice being the exercise of
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precisely the same rules of life,
conduct, thought or speech that
we would desire to receive from
others.

OI. Gentleness in speech and act
—never needlessly wounding the
feelings of others by harsh words
or deeds; never hurting or
destroying aught that breathes, save
for the purposes of sustenance or
self-defence.

IV. Truth in every word or though
spoken or acted; but reservation of
harsh or unpleasing truths where
they would needlessly wound the
feeling of others.

V. Charity—charity in thought
striving to excuse the failings of
others; chanty in speech, veiling
the failings of others, charity in
deeds, wherever whenever, and to
whomsoever the opportunity
offers.

VI Alms-giving—ovisiting the sick
and comforting the afflicted in
every shape that our means admit
of and the necessities of our fellow-
creatures demand.

VIL Self-sacrifice, whereever the
interests of others are to be
Wenefited by our endurance.

VIIL. Temperate yet tirm defence of
our views of right, and protest
against wrong, whether for
ourselves or others.
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IX. Industry in following any
calling we may be engaged in, or
in devoting some portion of our
time, when otherwise not obliged
to do so, to the service and benefit
of others.

X, Love—above and beyond all,
seeking to cultivate in our own
families, kindred, friends, and amongst
all mankind generally the spirit of
that true and tender love which can
think, speak, and act no wrong to
any creature living; remembering
always, that where love is, all the
other principles of right are fulfilled
beneath its influence and embodied
in its monitions.

We should ever hold the above-
stated principles of right to be
obligatory upon all men as, they
are the deductions evolved from
the laws of beings, and therefore in
strict harmony with the divine order
of creation. All views of science
are dependent on human
intelligence and unfoldments of
intellectual knowledge. All views
of theology are dependent upon
intuitive perceptions, faith, or
testimony derived from varying
sources—hence, man’s opinions
concerning science and theology
are subject to change, and dependent
on the circumstances. of nationality,
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intellectual training. or incidents | gfFoe wfSewmem  Sor {7
peculiar to personal experiences; Fre, B T wifs &2
but the religion of right, morality, - ;
and love, and the commandments oA TR W R 7, A
of life-duty, originating {rom the | 8 Afer ¢+ o} 7 @ =IgF
fundamental principles inherent in gg:%ef@ T WOPTesE FR_REE
life and being, can never change & R e el ~ReREs

until man ceases to be, or the .
harmonies of the universe are 20 g
themselves changed or annihilated.

(33)

THE CREED OF THE SPIRITS

I believe in God; for 1 know that spirit, matter, and motion are
eternal existences. co-equal, co-eternal, co-existent ever. As |
believe in matter. then so do I believe in spirit; and the totality of that
spirit, that master-mind that was even before form—that moved upon
the chaos and void and evolved therefrom order, harmony, and form—
is God. Finite as I am, I can never comprehend his infinity; temporal
pilgrim as I am now. and ever passing on in temporality, I cannot
master his eternity It is enough tor me to know that He is allwise, for
the majesty, order, and beauty of creation prove it; He is all-good. for
the beneficence disclosed in that creation proves it; He is all-
powerful, for its stupendous Strength, its glorious and majestic permanence
prove it.

I believe in the immortality of the human soul, for I have been
taught to analyse and search until I discover that that which is must
have existed for ever; and though, on this earth I am only possessed
of such memory as carries me back to the beginning of my own temporal
existence, and such prophecy as proves to me that I shall live beyond
the grave, I still recognise that lives infinite one way cannot be finite
another, and that if there is infinity around me I am a part of it—I am
ikfinite also. And since 1 question and since I doubt, even the chemist
that scoffs at me proves my position, and shows me that nothing can
be annihilated. My soul is something, the functions of my soul are
something, my self-consciousness is something, my sense of individuality
is something that cannot be annihilated. The strong psychology of



another mind mightier than mine would impose upon me the dark fatal
belief of annihilation for my soul, and eternal existence for everything
else. My spirit-friend comes to my side, grasps my hand and whispers
in my ear, in the voice of the loved and those 1 have deemed the lost—
“I live for ever, and thou shalt live for ever.” I believe in right and
wrong, for 1 do find the penalties of the wrong and the compensation
of the right impressed on all things. on all forms of life. When 1 doubt
this, the sophist would come and preach to me of circumstances of
surroundings, of impulses and forces; and when he would try in the tones
of sophistry to mask me from the light which the penalty is perpetually
bringing me, my spirit-friend appeals to me, and with the glory of the
immortal spheres on his glittering brow, or the darkness of the dweller
on the threshold hanging around him, gives me to understand that the
second stage of existence is absolute judgment for the deeds done in
the body.

[ believe in the communion of spirits as ministering
angels. I not only realise this from the truths that are demonstrated
around me, but from the reason which assures me that the love
which animates the form that I loved so well, as it still subsists must
still find exercise; that to live, to love, and yet to be unable to
manifest that love to the objects that need it, must be a condition of
existence far worse than that in which we live, and love, and minister
to each other.
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AN ADDRESS TO THE BRAHMA PUBLIC OF INDIA
[ Translated from Bengali |

For some months past, there has been very great agitation in this
country on the subject of the marriage between the eldest daughter of
the Minister of the Brahma Mandir and the Maharaja of Kuch Behar.
The opponents of Babu Keshub Chunder Sen, acting under ungenerous
impulses, have published endless calumnies against his character; and
there are even many amongst his friends who, not being able to
comprehend the exact position of affairs, are full of anxiety and
embarrassment. If, however, instead of trying to spread calumnious
reports, any of the present agitators, in the name of public good and
brotherly love. and in a truly dispassionate spirit, had applied to the
Minister for the actual facts of the case, we believe he would have
satisfied their curiosity. Nevertheless we find at length a number of such
applications have been addressed to him. Certain letters have been
written to the Minister himself, to the Assistant-Secretary of the Brahma
Samaj of India, as well as to some of our Missionary brethren, requesting
publication of the actual facts of the case. We, therefore, have thought
it our duty to lay such facts before you after due inquiry as we have
gathered. This we do with the sanction and under the direction of the
Minister and for the benefit of the public. It is to be hoped that the
perusal of this explanation will remove the doubts of many if not all,
and conduce to the welfare of the Brahma Samaj. On the one hand,
the delay which has occurred in submitting this statement may, it is true,
have caused some uncertainty and harm, but, on the other hand, 1t is
equally clear that when men’s minds are in a state of excitement they
are seldom in a position to ascertain the truth of any subject, but as
‘gradually the irritation of their feelings subsides, they are better fitted
to form a sound and sober judgment.

We are thoroughly assured that it is not the object of the Minister
to justify all the circumstances that have transpired in connection with
the marriage of his daughter, or completely to vindicate his own conduct
in the matter. There are certain things in relation to the marriage which,
if they have pained any body, have pained him much more than others.
The marriage has not been entirely in accordance with his own wishes,
and he has never made a secret of his dissatisfaction on this point. If
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any wrong has been committed in the course of the proceedings under
review, he is prepared to protest against that wrong as openly and as
loudly as any other Brahma. But to assert that he has been influenced
by the love of money'to encourage idolatry and early marriage, or with
a view to reenter the fuld of Hindu Society, is an infamous accusation
which we most indignantly repel.

We must in the first place declare that the Minister consented to
take the initiative in this matter under the pure dictates of conscience.
We are aware that he was always exceedingly indifferent to the subject
of his daughter’s marriage, and, important as that subject was, he felt
always free from anxiety about it. Not for a single day did he attempt
to find out a suitable match for his child. When by unforeseen course
of events the proposal for the present marriage was presented before him.
he took the circumstance as providential, and without hesitation dealt
with 1t as such. Not being a utilitarian, he did not care to calculate
the consequence of his step. Whether this allhance would lead to the
political and religious welfare of the Kuch Behar State, whether a better
match was or was not available among the Brahma community if due
search had been made, whether such match, if available, would not be
better, on the whole, than the one proposed, were thoughts which never
entered into his mind at the time. Is this thing right or is it wrong?—
this was the only question he put to himself. His heart said it was right,
and circumstances proved that his daughter’s future husband was brought
before him providentially. Thus without regard of future consequences,
with dependence only upon the impulses of his conscience, and with
implicit faith in the will of Providence, he put his hand into the affair.
He has always believed that his daily meals, and the government of his
household are in the hands of Providence. He thinks that if he had
not undertaken to celebrate this marriage, he would have been guilty
before his conscience. And if all the men of this world had been arrayed
against him in opposition, he still could not have refrained from it.
Because the believes that God is greater than man, and the will of God
than the will of man.

The negotiations of the late marriage were carried on and settled

etween the Minister on one side and Government on the other. The
Maharaja of Kuch Behar is a minor, and so long as he does not come
of age the Government is his lawful guardian. Therefore, in the matter
of the Raja’s marriage, the entire direction of affairs lay in the hands
of the Government authorities. As Babu Keshub Chunder had never
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so much as even dreamt that he would have to give his daughter in
marriage to a Maharaja, he had never made any application, far less any
effort for such an alliance. And if the Government had not been
concerned and if it had not made special exertions for the marriage, the
proposal of this marriage would never have been entertained. Six months
ago, the Deputy-Commissioner of Kuch Behar personally come to
Calcutta, and having called to see the daughter of Babu Keshub Chunder
Sen, expressed himself fully satisfied with her. Afier a few days he wrote
to him to the effect that the Commissioner, Lord Ulick Browne, had
warmly approved of the match. Babu Keshub Chunder Sen was
requested to say on what points he required a deviation from the ordinary
usages of orthodox Hindu marriage. It was further pointed out in this
letter that the proposed marriage was calculated to do a great deal of
good to the country, and suggested, therefore, that both parties should,
so far as possible, facilitate arrangements for its consummation. In the
beginning of October, the Minister expressed his views on the proposal
in a letter to the authorities, wherein he laid down thirteen conditions,
the principal of which are given below —

(1) The Raja must acknowledge in writing that he is a Brahma
or Theist.

(2) The marriage must be celebrated according to the ritual of the
Brahma Samaj, that is, Hindu rites divested of idolatry, though
such local customs might be supplemented as were unidolatrous.

(3) The marriage ought to be celebrated when the bridegroom and
the bride attain their full majority. But if it could not be
deferred till then, for the present there might be a formal
betrothal only, the due consummation of the marriage being
put off until the return of the Maharaja from Europe.

(4) All the Theistic conditions as to marriage rites must be strictly
observed; but on other points, where local usages of a simply
unreasonable or absurd nature were insisted upon, these might
be tolerated.

Later on, however, in the same month, a communication was
unexpectedly received from the Deputy-Commissioner, stating that the
Lieutenant-Governor had discountenanced the match, because of its
prematureness, an the Maharaja himself had expressed his unwillingness,
for which reasons the negotiations must be put a stop to. The match,
therefore, was broken off, and there was no reasonable chance of the
proposal being renewed. Three months later, again, another letter came
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from the same authority, which said that the Lieutenant-Governor had
given his consent to the marriage, but that the Maharaja must leave for
Europe immediately after the celebration of the wedding. The new
proposal came in this shape. The Raja must under any-circumstance
proceed to Europe. But as it was thought highly undesirable that he
should make this distant tour while he remained unmatried, the proposed
marriage could not take place later than the 6th March, though it was
to be a marriage in name only. With a view that Keshub Babu might
not object to this fresh arrangement, it was argued in the letter of the
Deputy-Commissioner that though he (Babu K. C. Sen) might feel it
exceedingly unpleasant to consent to the marriage taking place so early
as the 6th of March, on account of his daughter not having completed
her 14th year, he ought to consider that this marriage was in no sense
to be a marriage in the usual acceptation of the word, but it was to be
a betrothal only.

When the proposal was received in its present form, it was the season
of the anniversary festival of the Brahma Samaj; a delay of some days,
therefore, necessarily took place before any definite reply could be
given. But after urgent telegrams and repeated consultations, it was
decided that the marriage could take place on the 6th March if it were
to be viewed by all parties as a betrothal only, and if Government
undertook to guarantee that this relation was to be strictly maintained.
The authorities consented to this condition, and other matters connected
with the marriage procecded towards settlement. As regards the Raja’s
faith it is a fact that in point of character he is a Brahma, and on enquiry
it was ascertained that his faith in the religion of the Brahma Samaj
had been formed a long time ago. He was prepared to give a written
statement of this fact. The first condition of the marriage being thus
answered, it remained to settle the rites according to which it was to
take place. On this subject Babu Keshub Chunder Sen had proposed
that a competent Pundit should be deputed from Kuch Behar to Calcutta,
and that both parties should decide this important matter in such a way
as to prevent all misunderstanding in future. Accordingly, the principal
Pyndit of the Maharaja was sent to Calcutta by Government and he after
oc'glasional consultations extending over a week with Pundit Gour
Gobind Roy Upadhaya the puriohit (priest) of the bride’s party, and after
long controversies, in a manner settled the rites of marriage which,
according to conditions previously laid down, consisted of the Brahma
ritual as well as local customs devoid of idolatry. The rites were divided
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under the following heads :— (1) On the day previous to marriage,
Adhibas, (2) Brahma Divine Service at the time of marriage, (3) Bagdan.
(4) Stri-achar, (5) Svastivachana, (6) Barana, (7) Kshama-grahana,
(8) Sammati, consent, (9) Sampradan, (10) Vara-dakshina, (11} Udvaha
Pratijna, (12) Prarthana. It was settled that these marriage rites should
be printed both in the Bengali and Sanskrit languages, 1n elegant type
on tulat paper, to be read at the time of marriage by the purohits (priests)
of botlr parties. The printing of the ritual was entrusted to the manager
of the Indian Mirror Press. While these arrangements were in progress,
the agent of the Government started with the young Raja for Kuch Behar
on the 22nd February, taking with him a copy of the said rites in
manuscript, to which was attached a supplementary sheet of paper
containing the following special conditions :— (1) Neither the bridegroom
nor the bride was to take part in any kind of idolatrous ceremony before,
during or after the marriage. (2) At the place of marriage no image of
any god or goddess, no fire, no ghats, &c., should be kept. (3) Only
those mantras which were to be printed in the marriage ritual could be
read, and the utterance of no other mantras was to be allowed. (4) No
part of the mantras could be omitted, or in any manner modified. To
ensure still more fully the observance of these rites, 1t was proposed that
the signature of the Deputy-Commissioner or his representative should
be affixed to the document containing the order and description of rites.

After the settlement of these conditions, the bride’s party began to
make preparations to leave for Kuch Behar. There appeared to be no
further fear of any difficulty, specially as Keshub Babu had this sent
a telegram to the authorities informing them that in matters of religion
not the least compromise of his principles could in any scnse be
expected. In reply to this he had been distinctly assured that he necd
not apprehend any further difficulty, and that Hindu rites minus idolatry
were to be observed. Such clear assurances on the part of Government
removed all fear and anxiety as to the fundamental conditions of
marriage, and it was thought that if any difference of views arose on
minor matters, such differences could be easily arranged at Kuch Behar.
On Monday, the 25th February, the bride’s party was to start by special
train from Calcutta. And while they were busy making arrangements
for the trip, a message by wire reached them to the effect that the marriage
rites had not yet been examined, and must not be printed. On Saturday
night another message came, stating that Brahma ceremonies had been
introduced into the ritual and that this could not be allowed. A protest
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against this message was quickly despatched on Sunday, and attention
was drawn to the marriage conditions before submitted. Difficulties also
arose at this time on the subject of nautches, and it was suggested to
the authorities to postpone the special train by which the Calcutta party
was to go. They replied that the train had been already engaged. times
had bene appointed and no postponement was now possible. Thus.-Babu
K. C. Sen was obliged to leave Calcutta on Monday by the 11 O’Clock
train in great haste, and he reached Kuch Behar with his family and
friends on the 27th instant nearly at midnight. Immediately on arrival,
information reached them that no preparations for formal reception had
becn made, and they were expected to enter the town very quietly. Every
one was mortified at this intelligence, and suspected that there must be
deep reasons for it. Until Sunday no difficulties arose. and all went
on happily. The subject of the ritual was repeatedly introduced for
settlement, but no one seemed to pay any attention to the matter. The
ceremony of gatraharidra or anointing with turmeric passed off on
Sunday. But on Monday a number of highly respectable gentlemen
representing the Maharanis, accompanied by the chief Pundit of the
Kuch Behar Court, arrived at the residence of the bridal party and
brought forward many new proposals. They said that Babu Keshub
Chunder was not to be admitted into the bibaha mandap or the place
of marriage, that no Brahmin priest who had renounced his sacred thread,
and no other man who was not a Brahmin could officiate at the
ceremony, that no Brahma Divine Service could be allowed on the
occasion, that the bridegroom and bride were to make no marriage vows
at all, and that both parties were to perform that homa. Keshub Babu
and his friends were wonder-struck at this. There was now but one day
remaining to the marriage, how could these new difficulties be got rid
of within that short time? After long controversies the Raj Pundit went
away disgusted, and though some of the points raised were set at rest
by the discussion, there were other matters in which differences became
serious. On Tuesday the adhibas was appointed to take place; the bride
was to proceed to the palace in the evening with much solemnity and
pomp; every arrangement had been made and every one was in

pectation for it. But agitation and controversy on the subject of the
nitual raged high till three o’clock in the morning. At length the dispute
reached its crisis, and fears were entertained that the match might break
off. On the very day of the marriage, that is Wednesday. the controversy
on the subject of the ioma was warm and animated. On one side there



2% Wwe

was the Government; on another side there was the mother of the
Maharaja; on another side again there were the Brahmin priests; and
lastly there were Babu Keshub Chunder Sen and his friends. Each side
did its best to maintain its own ground. Gradually however the
wrangling ceased. The agitation developed itself into the formidable
question whether the marriage was or was not to take place. The
Maharaja was dependent on Government, which therefore could
make any ruling it chose in his case, and outsiders might or might not
have any right of interference in the subject : but how could the
representatives of the bride lend the least countenance to idolatry? It
was determined, therefore, that according to previous conditions the
bridal party was to keep no connection with any idolatrous observance,
and that unless this concession was made the match must be broken
off. The concession was at last made at 11 O’clock in the night, and
everyone felt somewhat reassured. On proceeding, however, to the scene
of marriage, it was observed that within a small enclosure called the
mandapa there were a number of plantain trees and ghats nine or ten
in number, and besides some object measuring about half a yard in
height was wrapped in a piece of red cloth. Some amongst us felt a
suspicion that perhaps certain Hindu deities such as Hara. Gour etc.,
were placed there for the purpose of worship. The Deputy Comnussioner
being immediately appealed to denied this fact, and after due enquiry
amongst the Pandits, distinctly: said that among the objects alluded to,
there was no idol or object of worship, no Hindu deity had been placed
there. From what he and the Chief Pundit said it was evident that within
the mandapa there was no idolatry, but that according to local and’
ancient usages, certain objects were arranged to lend as auspicious
appearance to the whole scene. The ceremonies then commenced. After
bagdan (pledging of word) stri-achar (nites performed by female relatives)
and samman (mutual consent) the bridegroom presented himself’ within
the marriage mandapa and the Minister with the Brahmas present held
divine service in the midst of the asscmbly. After a short time the bride
was brought, and Babu Keshub Chudner and his brother, and the priest
of the bridegroom and the pricst of the bride, Pundit Gour Gobind Roy
Upadhya. entered the marriage mandapa and took their seats. All current
Hindu mantras shorn of the names of idolatrous deities and duly
amended were recited, after which the bride retired to the inner
apartments. Then according to Brahma practice, the marriage vows and
prayers were read by the married couple, and the Minister gave the
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prescribed precepts. These observances were held at a separate place
in the presence of a number of Brahmas.

After perusing the statement given above, you will be able to judge
whether or not those who have preferred the charge of encouraging
(1) idolatry and (2) early marriage against the Minister have done so
erroneously. It ought to be borne in mind that the Government and
Keshub Babu, both equally opposed to early marriage, have undertaken
to effect this alliance, and that the promises .and arrangements of the
former, made before as well as after the marriage, amply justify the
reliance which the latter has always placed on their word of honour.
It has been said that Keshub Babu has violated the limits of age as set
down in the Marriage Law which he was chiefly instrumental in getting
passed, and that he has acted contrary to his previous faith and
principles. But a good deal can be said to repel this unfounded charge.
In the first place, Kuch Behar is an independent State, where the said
Act is not in force. Even if the marriage had bene celebrated under
the Act in Calcutta, as was proposed at one time, the Maharaja, after
his return to his own territories, could have been held under no
obligation to respect the provisions of the Act. Under such circumstances,
then, Act III of 1872 was useless, unavailing and inapplicable to the
present case. It was therefore set aside. If the Maharaja had been subject
to the British law there is not the least doubt but that this marriage would
have taken place according to the provisions of the enactment; and the
marriage had taken place under the Act, the limits of age would have
been observed by both parties. It may be further urged that if Keshub
Babu did not avail himself of the Marriage Act for reasons specified
above, why did he not stick to the conditions of age as laid down by
himself and insisted upon 1n hts own lectures and precepts. He enforces
strict rules when the marnages of other people are concerned; but in
the case of his own daughter he relaxes the rules and becomes
exceedingly indulgent. Why this in consistency between his previous
conduct and present practice? It ought to be remembered that the
Minister has on various occasions solemnized Brahma marriage in which
the ages of the gilts ranged between 11 and 13 years. He certainly had
objection to such marriages, but he overcame his scruples on the score
that formal precautions had been adopted to prevent the evils of early
marriage. In the Udichva Karma (ceremonies subsequent of Brahma
marriages) it was clearly laid down that unless the bride arrived at the
age of adolescence the ordinary relations of a wife to her husband could
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not be established in her case, and marriage in such instances meant
no more than betrothal. Before the commencement of youth, marriage
in its actual sense could not be recognised. It was held by the Brahmas,
long before the Marriage Act was passed, that the real marriage of a
girl before the commencement of youth, in the sense of becoming a wife,
is objectionable. When the Act was passed by the legislature, the
principle of marriageable age above alluded to, current in the Brahma
Samaj, was formulated into law. It was attempted to ascertain the exact
age at which the constitution of girls in this country develops into the
physical peculiarities of wemanhood, with a view to set down that age
as the minimum marriageable age for girls. Dr. Charles gave it as his
opinion that the youth of Hindu girls commences at 14. The principle
was recognised in the Act. Indeed the real spirit of the law is that the
commencement of adolescence is the right age of marriage for girls. In
the present marriage this conditions has been fulfilled. Consequently
Keshub Babu can not be charged with having acted contrary to his
principles in the case of his daughter. Secondly, the charge of
idolatry is equally unfounded. We can confidently affirm that on the
side of the bride and her father there was not a tittle of idolatrous
observance. We have been surprised to hear all this talk about
prayaschitta. Far from consenting to such a ceremony, there was not
even a proposal of it at any time. The charge is as false as it is painful.
Having just investigated into the truth of the matter, all that we
discover is this. A gold mohur was one day brought by the
Mabharaja’s grand-mother, who touched with it the back of the bride’s
palm, laid it on the ground. The girl knew nothing more about it than
this. Is this prayaschirta? In fact, as we have said above, there was
not a particle of idolatry on the side of the bride’s party. About the
bridegroom it may be said that he himself has no faith in idolatry; but
under the direction and orders of Government, who tried to keep infact
the legality of the marriage, he had to be present at the ceremony of
- homa. If, however, his relations, his priests, or his mother can be found
to have indulged in idolatrous practices, surely the Brahmas cannot be
held responsible for the same. The more specially as distinct
assurances about the exclusion of idolatry had been obtained on our
side before any initiative was taken in the matter. The first intimation
about the retention of idolatrous observances on the part of the
bridegroom was received after every arrangement for the marriage had
been completed, and there remained only one day for the marriage. On
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Friday, the 8th February, after the Raj-Pandit had promised the exclusion
of every form of idolatry from the marriage rites, and Divine Service
was held in due form at Keshub Babu’s house, the Maharaja was allowed
to pay his first formal visit to his future wife. Two days later that is
on the 10th February (jurani) presents were received. On the day next
to that, after an imposing Brahma Service, the bond of betrothal was
written and signed on both sides. In this document Keshub Babu
declares distinctly that “this marriage is to be celebrated in the holy
presence of the God of Truth.” On the 19th instant all the most
distinguished men of Calcutta Society were invited at Keshub Babu’s
house, and the Maharaja was introduced to them. Besides all this, the
youthful couple often met with one another, in the presence of their
guardians and elders, in the midst of the Brahma family, and felt in their
hearts the beginning of mutual affection and love. If such attachment
be the basis of all true marriage, then it must be admitted that before
the bridegroom and bride had left Calcutta, the preliminary stages of
Brahma matrimony had already set in. and that they had in spirit actually
entered into the relationship of a Brahma family. After the progress of
arrangements so far, to introduce any new proposal with a view to retain
idolatry was, to say the least, quite inconsistent. But we must here
observe that we do not venture to construe such unreasonable proposals
into misconduct or malice on the part of Government Officials. If in
trying to discharge their duty they have in any way acted in opposition
to our wishes, we have no complaint to make. The worthy Deputy-
Commissioner in the midst of many difficulties tried to be true to his
word to the end, and when we felt that we were in real danger, he acted
towards us faithfully and as a friend. For all this we have to offer him
our sincere gratitude.

In conclusion, our humble request to the Brahma Public is, that they
should in the spirit of kindness and calmness read our statement
from beginning to end. When all this dispute and bitterness will have
ended, they will find that their Minister has been at all times opposed
to the sins of idolatry and early marriage, and whatever his enemies
may choose to say, his life has been ever devoted to the unselfish
prgaching and practice of truth. Let the whole world know that in this
glgnd alliance he did not seek a farthing’s worth of pecuniary advantage,
nor made a moment’s effort to seek readmission into that Hindu
society which has cast him out. Let all the world know that in
celebrating this intermarriage with the Sankocha caste, he has more than
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ever incurred the penalty and odium of excommunication. According
to the will and commandment of his God he has, indeed, given his
daughter in marriage to a royal house; but so far as he himself is
concerned, he remains free as ever from the love of gain and the stain
of worldliness.
Protap Chunder Mozoomdar,
Assistant Secretary, Brahma Samaj of India
Gour Gobind Roy,
Secretary, Brahma Missionary Conference.

(R0)

From Babu Protap Chunder Mozoomdar,
Assistant Secretary, Brahma Samaj of India,
To Babu Shib Chunder Deb.

Dated Calcutta, 14th May, 1878

Sir,—My attention has been drawn to an advertisement in the papers
convening a meeting at the Town Hall to organize the Brahma Samaj
on a reformed and constitutional basis.

As the subject of the proposed organization is one of the great
importance to the Brahma Community and affects the position and
prospects of the Brahma Samaj of India, I beg you will allow me to
make the following observations for the consideration of the meeting
to be held tomorrow.

It is my duty on behalf of the Brahma Samaj of India, to assert most
solemnly that this church is not capable of schismatic division, and that
it cannot, therefore, look upon the present disagreement in the Brahma
community as a schism. Constituted as the Brahma Samaj of India is,
its integrity is indivisible, its unity inviolable. Its religion is catholic
Theism, which means unsectarian and absolute religion. Its constitution
is such that all who have faith in only the fundamental doctrines of
religion are eligible as members. So long as there is identity of faith
in essential matters no division is tolerated. The Brahma Samaj of India
is an all-inclusive church, which excludes none because of immaterial
differences of opinion. Even the “conservative” section of the Brahma
community belonging to the Calcutta Samaj is included in its wider
organization. It comprises in its comprehensive membership the widest
diversities of opinion and belief, extreme conservations [conservatism?]
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and extreme radicalism, the Hindu monotheist and the English Theist.
Should any body of its members on any plea, however, plausible, attempt
to secede and form a sect, they will nevertheless be regarded by the
parent Samaj, as still forming a part of the body corporate, and theit
differences will be toler ated without reservation and their independence
fully respected. Such being the constitution of the Brahma Samaj of
India, we cannot for one moment rega{'d the present division in our
church as a doctrinal schism. Nor will you, I believe, contend that it
is so. That there is a serious difference of opinion among us in
connection with the recent marriage 1 fully admit. Nor would I deny
that among the more excited classes in either of the two parties it has
grown into positive antagonism, almost as bitter, as violent and as
inveterate as sectarianism. Yet the division is by no means of a sectarian
character. Both parties uphold the essential principles of Brahmaism;
there is no doctrinal dispute. Even in regard to the questions of idolatry,
caste and early marriage, which have been the subject of the present
controversy, there is an essential identity of conviction and faith, as both
parties are equally averse to these evils. Where then is the ground for
a schismatic rupture? Nowhere.

As schism, in the true sense of the word, in the sense of sectarian
exclusiveness, in the sense of doctrinal disunion, is a moral impossibility
in the present case.

If, then, the idea of organizing a new Brahma Sect with a distinctive
and hostile creed is altogether out of placc in the present controversy,
and utterly incompatible with the established principles of our sacred
and catholic Church, the question remains to be decided, whether in
the matter of church government there is any room or necessity for a
sectarian movement. It will not be denied that the Brahma Samaj of
India has always been governed by constitutional means, and not by
arbitrary authority. Its office-bearers are selected and are subject to re-
election or removal at the end of each year. There are regular annual
meetings for the election of office-bearers, the revision of rules and bye-
laws, if necessary, and the consideration of all matters affecting the
welfare of the community. However great the moral influence exercised
by the present Secretary, he has no constitutional power or authority
bdyond what is vested in him by the community, and he cannot hold
office longer than is their wish. If the majority of the members desire
to appoint some other person in his place, they are quite at liberty to
do so. Nor does he, as the public are well aware, seem averse to such
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a course, he having already announced his intention to that effect. The
affairs of the Brahma Mandir are managed by persons appointed by the
Congregational Society, duly established sometime ago at the instance
of the leading gentlemien of the “‘protest” party. In consequence of the
present agitation the Minister withdrew from the Vedi, but resumed work
lately at the request of the majority of the congregation. The
charge of arbitrary and single-handed proceedings often preferred
against the present Secretary of the Samaj has been as often practically
refuted, and there is evidence enough to prove that he was never slow
to make reasonable concessions in obedience to the voice of the
community. In reserving seats for ladies outside the screen, in
organizing the Congregational Society above alluded to with a view
to control the affairs of the Mandir, and lastly in helping the establishment
of the Representative Assembly for the better control of the affairs of
the entire Brahma community, in making these several concessions to
the leader of the protest party, who in each case got up a strong
agitation with a view to protest against and curtail his authority, he was
doubtless guided by a conciliatory spirit. If the gentlemen who readily
obtained power whenever they demanded it failed to use it. it was their
fault, not his. In fact there has never been a lack of constitutionalism
in the Brahma Samaj of India, but certainly a sad want of active interest
on the part of the malcontent section in the affairs of the church. Their
repeated absence at meetings and indifference to existing management
often lead them to suspect unconstitutional conduct which they cannot
prove. In the present case the whole controversy hinges on the question
of the propriety or otherwise of convening a public meeting for the
purpose proposed by you in your letter dated the 8th [9th] ultimo. You
will admit that we have no objection to the meeting being called, and
have never raised any objection. The Secretary and the Assistant
Secretary are bound to convene public meetings, whenever they are
requested to do so by an important section of the community, for
important public purposes. They have no option in the matter. But
in every association such office-bearers are vested with some degree of
discretionary power in fixing the time of such meetings. 1 believe we
were justified in not acceding to your request to call an early meeting
after the unpleasant and unwarrantable scenes which occurred in the
Mandir on two occasions, and which actually necessitated the
interposition of the Police. It was chiefly in consequence of the present
extremely excited state of the pubic mind that we had to adjourn a
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meeting already announced and delay to convene the meeting you
proposed. I have already assured you, and 1 again repeat, the
meeting you and your friends wish me to convene, shall be convened.
as soon as the present excitement subsides, six months hence or earlier
[when] the chances of disorderly behaviour are reduced, and, the
public are in a position to judge calmly and dispassionately. The
whole controversy is thus narrowed to a mere question of time—an
immaterial difference of opinion as to whether the proposed meeting
should be held three weeks hence or six months hence. Upon so slender
a plea would the protest party be justified in attempting a hostile
organization? I beg they will seriously consider this question, and do
all in their power to prevent a rupture which would be unpleasant to
both parties. All the reforms you wish to carry out, all the remedies
you seek are within your reach in the present constitution of the
Brahma Samaj of India. This Samaj in its catholic capacity gives each
of the numerous parties that have taken shelter in it free scope for its
operations, and has never hindered any reform movement. Any
reasonable proposals that may be adopted at the meeting tomorrow with
a view to the amendment of the existing organization of the Samaj
without breaking 1ts integrity, or the more effective furtherance of the
welfare of our community, will receive, I can assure you, full and fair
sympathy and consideration at our hands. It is not meant to put any
obstacles in the way of your giving effect to your proposals, so far as
condemning particular individuals and actions is concerned. It is not
meant to obstruct any extended schemes of devotional development and
missionary operation that you may contemplate. It is not meant to check
your independence. and to interfere with any honest and honourable
difference of opinion that you may happen to entertain. Fully,
fairly, and like men do your duty to your Church. But I beg you and
your co-adjutors to merge all personal questions in public interest, and
in the progress of Theism, and unite with us in preserving the unity
and purity of our common and beloved home, our Church, the house
of our God.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
Protap Chunder Mozoomdar,
Assistant Secretary
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From Babu Shib Chunder Deb,
To Babu Protap Chunder Mozoomdar,
Assistant Secretary, Brahma Samaj of India,
Dated Konnagar, the 18th May 1878

Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter, dated 14th May
instant, and in reply thereto I hope you will allow me to make the
following observations, and beg you will give as much publicity to these
lines as you have given to your letter to me.

I am sorry I do not at all see why the Brahma Samaj is not at all
“capable of schismatic division,” constituted as it at present is. [ must
confess that when I entered the Brahma Samaj of India, I thought with
you and never for one moment dreamt there would be any occasion for
another organization. But as years rolled by and yet no attempt at
having a constitution was made, but on the other hand every attempt
to place the Samaj on a constitutional basis was shifted and set at nayght,
my worst fears were aroused. and the persistency with which you baffled
all endeavours at a constitution has now landed us at this sad pass.

You say “constituted as the Brahma Samaj of India is, its integrity
is indivisible, its unity inviolable.” [ wish it were so. Nothing has
grieved me so much as the necessity of organizing another sister
organization. I tried my best to avoid a separation. 1 felt most strongly
that division meant weakness; and in order to avoid this division, I and
my colleagues in the Brahma Samaj Committee tried out best to give
the Brahma Samaj of India a constitution, but you would not allow 1t.
I cannot see, excuse me for my ignorance, if so it is, how, constituted
as the Samaj is, without a Council of Brahmas to guide it, without
consulting the opinions of the majority of the Brahmas in the absence
of representatives from the Mofussil Samajes, in the absence of a fixed
code of rules and bye-laws to go by, managed as it at present is by
two men only, the Brahma Samaj could possibly be “indivisible” and
its unity “inviolable”. The only strength of an organization is in the
unity in the voice of its members; but here the voice of the members
found no place, was not even consulted, and far less respected.

“Its religion,” you say, “is Catholic Theism, which means unsectarian
and absolute religion.” I must admit, theoretically speaking, what you
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say is correct, but practically, it rends my heart to say, it is not so.
Catholic Theism, in my humble judgment, cannot sanction idolatry and
early marriage. It cannot include that form of Adesh which you have
appealed to, to support your conduct in the Kuch Behar marriage. In
the name of Catholic Theism, questionable doctrines not assented to by
a majority of Brahmas, and asceticism, seem to have been promulgated
as cardinal principles of the Samaj. Pure and Catholic Theism, in my
opinion, is not consistent with direct revelation of the kind of which
your Minister on Sunday before last spoke. The Theistic Church cannot
admit of an “anointed son.” Although you theoretically deny that
Popery and Priestcraft have taken possession of your Church, yet in
practice, 1 find both these evils existing. The article in the Sunday
Mirror sometime ago on Roman Catholicism opened my eyes to the
direction in which the wind blows. In my opinion (I may be mistaken,
but I honestly believe that) during the last four or five years, the ideal
of pure Theism has been considerably lowered, and this is chiefly owing
to the opinions of certain persons being published as the opinions of
the Brahma Samaj. You yourself may not believe in the infallibility
of the particular individual, but T do not think you can deny that there
are persons who do so, and this I cannot but attribute to the conduct
of those who lead the Brahma Samaj, by, if not actually countenancing,
certainly winking at certain abject pseudo-religious conduct of their
followers. 1 believe the Church has lost its pure catholicity and that
sectarianism has entered its precincts. On the other hand, if you mean
by catholicity to include un-Brahmic and idolatrous ceremonies and
objectionable principles, such as that of God indirectly sanctioning an
early marriage with idolatrous rites, then no doubt, the Church is still
catholic; but such catholicity I most heartily and sincerely deplore. I
am sorry I cannot agree with you in thinking that there are no doctrinal
differences. Since your article in the Sunday Mirror maintaining that
the Kuch Behar marriage fulfilled the essential principles of Brahma
marriage, considerable doubt has arisen in my own mind as to whether
we do not differ in the essential principles of Brahmoism.

I cannot dismiss the subject of doctrinal differences without making
ong observation. You say “even in regard to the questions of idolatry,
cz?ge and early marriage in connection with the recent marriage, which
have been the subject of the present controversy, there is an essential
identity of conviction and faith, as both parties are equally adverse
to these evils.” Excuse me if I say, I have grave doubts whether you
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practically are “adverse to these evils.” 1 never thought pressure from
the authorities could make any difference. As a matter of principle you
at first proposed that the marriage should be solemnized when the parties
arrived at their proper ages. That very attempt is an index to the
principle which regulates Brahma marriage; but then you yielded to
pressure from the authorities, and having yielded, you tried to establish
in the Sunday Mirror that you had violated no principle, and that as
matter of principle the Brahma Samaj had always “preferred to marry
Brahma girls at as early an age as possible,” subject to certain physical
changes taking place in the girl. According to the feeble light which
is within me, I could not but consider this submission to pressure from
authorities, as deliberately sacrificing a principle. Then as regards caste,
no doubt the marriage took place between parties of different castes;
but then did you not indirectly sanction caste distinctions by allowing a
Brahmin priest of orthodox Hindu convictions and faith to officiate at
the marriage? In the statement which you published sometime ago in
the Sunday Mirror and Dharma-Tattva, you did not even suggest that
you were compelled to yield about the priest at Kuch Behar. On the other
hand, you wrote for and the priest came to Calcutta, and you consented
to the priest presiding at the ceremony from the beginning. I hope you
have not forgotten the cause of your seceding from the Calcutta Samaj.
The most prominent cause was Babu Debendra Nath Tagore’s permitting
certain ministers with their holy threads on preaching from the Vedi.
I hope you have not forgotten that those ministers, although they wore
this symbol of idolatry, were Brahmas in their faith and convictions,
whereas the priests who you agreed should preside at this marriage, were
orthodox, idolatrous Hindus by profession as well as by practice. Did you
not also indirectly sanction caste prejudices by Keshub Babu agreeing
not to give away his daughter in consequence of his visit to England,
and submitting to his brother’s doing the same? This was done
deliberately before leaving for Kuch Behar, and therefore there can be
no pretext for saying that you were coerced to do this at Kuch Behar.

How can I, after all these, say, “‘both parties are equally adverse
to these evils.” How can I say there are no doctrinal differences, “no
ground for a schismatic rupture.” May I beg to ask you here whether
at the time that you separated from the Calcutta Samaj, there were really
any doctrinal difference existing? Were there any doctrinal differences-
which separated the Free Church party from the general Assembly? As
in the one, so in the other, there were differences about the government
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5f the Church, and this brings me to the other part of your letter, vz~,
‘he constitution of the Brahma Samaj of India.

You say, “it will not be denied that the Brahma Samaj of India has
always been governed by constitutional means, and not by arbitrary
authority.” T have always had the highest regard for your character and
the sincerity of your opinions, but I regret here 1 cannot agree with you.
No I regret here I cannot agree with you. No doubt you honestly believe
50, but allow me to say, I honestly believe the contrary. You will readily
admit I have seen more of the world than you have, being senior in
age (although junior in ability). I entered the Brahma Samaj when you
were a child, or perhaps not born. My 1deas of a constitutional Church
Government are somewhat different from yours. The government of a
Church consisting of members scattered throughout the country cannot
safely vest in one or two persons, and these two persons, in my opinion,
cannot act without the assent of all the members. There ought to be
a representative Council in which all the provincial Samajes should be
represented, and nothing ought to be done without consulting their
voice. No rules or bye-laws ought to be passed to which all Brahmas,
members of the Samaj, do not agree. No doctrine ought to be
promulgated as a doctrine of the Samaj which is not consented to by
a majority of Brahmas. Nothing should pass as an act or deed, or opinion
of the Samaj until a majority of the members sanction it. I am an old
man, and my ideas may be crude, but this is my idea of a constitution.
Can you lay your hand on your heart and say you have such a
constitution in the Brahma Samaj of India? Let me point out one or
two instances which I think smack more of “arbitrary authority” than
of constitutionalism. When Babu Keshub Chunder voted an address to
Lord Lawrence on behalf of the Brahma community, did he consult all
Brahmas? If not, should he not have done so? Can the Secretary of
a constitutional body do so without consulting all the members if there
be no committee of management, or if there be such a committee, without
consulting such committee? * Another instance of “arbitrary authority”
is your letter to me of Bysach 29th, 1800 Shak. You say “the two chief
accusations brought by you against the Secretary have been answered
by me in a formal statement on behalf of the Brahma Samaj of India.”
...And further on, “and therefore when this matter has been once disposed
of in the name of the Samaj, 1 feel 1 am unable to enter into them again.”
Are you the Brahma Samaj of India? Are you the representative, duly
appointed, of all the members of the Brahma Samaj of India? Did you
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consult all the members of the Brahma Samaj of India when you
published that “formal stateinent”? What were the accusations and who
were the accused? The Secretary was the accused-and the Assistant
Secretary his judge! The letter to which your’s was a reply, asked' the
Secretary to call a meeting of his co-religionist to try him, but you as
the Assistant Secretary, sat on judgment upen him, and you ask the
public to accept your judgment as the judgment of all those who form
the Brahma Samaj of India, without even asking for the opinions of those
members. You had been to England and have travelled overthe
continent, I ask you, therefore, whether you acted constitutionally -in
this matter. May I beg to ask you to point out to me the rule or bye-
law (for you say there are rules and bye-laws of the Samaj) by which
the Secretary had the discretion of not calling a meeting when requested
by certain members, although certain other members may not wish such
a meeting to be called? May I beg to know at what “regular annual
meeting” such a rule or bye-law was passed? My experiences of
corporate bodies tell me, when office-bearers are re-elected there is
always a proceedihg recorded, as well of the fact of such a re-election
as of those who were present at such a meeting. Will you be good enough
to show me the proceedings of any one of such meetings? Where is‘then
the constitution of which you speak? About 12.or 13 years have elapsed
since the foundation of the Brahma Mandir. Have you taken any steps
to appoint Trustees for the buildings? Was not the building built out of
public funds, the lands purchased out of such funds? Then, why was the.
title deed created, as I hear but am not yet certain, in the name of Babu
K. C. Sen alone? Why have you not since transferred the title to a body
of Trustees? Am I to understarid that you could not make time during
these 12 or 13 years to 'accomplish this and do your duty to your Church
and to those who subscribed to the building: fand? Yet you say you
have a constitution sufficient for all practical purposes.

You say the Secretary “has no constitutional ‘power or authority
beyond what is vested in him by the commumity.” Have the community
ever vested in him any power or authority whatsoever? If so, when and
how? 1 for one, though connected with your Church from the beginning,
do not know of any power being constitutionally vested in him. You
also say “the Secretary does not seem adverse to being removed, and
that he had already announced his intention to that effect.” Here I am
puzzled a little.. If the Secretary intended to resign, why did he not do
so? Nothing  would have been easier than to send in his resignation.
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Presidential Address dated 24th January 1881

Ladies and Gentlemen! The annual report just now read fills me
with endless gratitude to the Heavenly Father. When I look around me
congenial minds—when I see their faces beaming -with spiritual joy, I
feel 1 have not. lived in vain. When I remember the days when as a
young man I knelt beside the great founder of the Brahma Samaj when
there was no regular organised church, nay not even a single house of
prayer dedicated to the one true God in the whole country, and when
I look upon this beautiful Hall and these happy faces of fellow
worshippers around me, my feelings are some thing that I cannot
sufficiently express. The progress of the last half century is before me,
and my thankfulness to Heaven knows no bounds. Though weak in
body, and laden with years, the thought of the holy cause we have at
heart, the thought of diffusing a knowledge of the God of infinite
perfection, and the fact of there being so many earnest coadjutors,
impart to me an internal strength which I cannot describe. It is not for
me to-enter into a lengthy notice of the various important matters
embraced-in the Report. They speak for themselves. When we first
thought of. establishing the Sadharan Brahma Samaj for the people at
large, many no doubt imagined that it was a visionary project. But the
secret of spiritual philosophy is to think of God and not of the
difficulties. While we were in a state of anxiety, thanks be to God, a
man who is aiming to lead the life of an angel, comes forward with a
large sum of money for the building of the Samaj, which startled every
one. The individual I allude to is Maharshi Debendra Nath Tagore, to
whom Bengal—nay India, is indebted for the promotion of spiritual
culture, and the multiplication of the Samajes established in different
parts of the country, which has created a revolution by checking atheism
and "creedil religion, and extending the love of the infinite God of our
souls. : :
Our grateful thanks are also due to the other donors whatever their
dpnations may be. Every pice given from a pious heart is most gratefully
acknowledged. I think it right to allude to this point, because we have
liabilities to meet in respect to the building which wiil amount to a
pretty large sum. If every member tries to raise, in his circle what he
could raise, it will be a material help to us.
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It is not the local habitation that we only rejoice at. The work
done during the past year is a convincing proof of the vitality of the
Samaj. History shows that the aid of the females is the most powerful
aid. The females are the pioneers of our improvement, social, moral
and spiritual. To me it is a source of sincere congratulation that we
have a number of lady members who take deep interest in the progress
of the Samaj. May their number continue to increase and May God
bless them in making this Samaj instrumental in the attainment of the
object for which it is established.

Permit me to draw your attention to the labours of the
different Committees and Sub-Committees, and of the missionaries in
view to the promotion of spiritual culture. All honour be due to
the ministers and fellow labourers. In the work of God they have the
help from Him. While I admire and feel grateful to my colleagues I
regret that 1 have not the physical strength to work with them as I wish
to do.

As the objects of the Samaj may not be clearly understood,
1 feel called upon to submit to you that this Society ignores hero-
worship. We believe God in every soul and it is by devoutness and
purity of the life and by the guidance of the Divine light within, that
we gain true knowledge of God, and not by blindly following and
worshipping a man as an inspired teacher. Lect us look upon each
other as brothers and sisters. equal in the sight of God. Let us never
forget that we are not under the leadership of any mortal. It is possible
that we may not be equally advanced. Let us consider what our
deficiencies are, and do our best to make up the deficiencies by the
acquisition of the light from within. I cannot conclude better than quote
the emphatic words of Theodore Parker, “Religion is the service of God
by the normal use, development and enjoyment of every limb of the
body, every faculty of the spirit and every power we are born to or have
acquired.”

I entreat your indulgence for the imperfect manner in which I have
performed my duties as your President. In retiring from the office permit
me to offer you my most sincere congratulations on your continued
success, and it is my most earnest prayer that you, ladies and gentlemen,
may continue in spiritual facility, and soon advance the holy cause of
this Samaj.
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Presidential Address dated 26th January 1882

Dear Sisters and Brethren! I thank God for permitting me to enjoy
this day the pleasure of greeting you again. You are aware that last
year owing to age, physical infirmity, and deficiency in practically
carrying on the Divine work of progress, I was unwilling to be re-elected
your President. 1 was however obliged to yield to your request, and
I owe a duty to God in publicly acknowledging that the more I made
this Samaj the subject of my thought, the more strength I received from
above, and in the rise, progress and working of the Samaj I have
unmistakable proofs of Providence speaking through our souls—"go on,
you shall succeed in spreading Divine truths.” This Samaj owes its
origin to a difference of opinion which at one time was thought of
seriously, but “all evil is undeveloped good.” We may continue to differ
and disagree, but all seekers of God have our best wishes and sympathy.
I have said that the hand of Providence is visible in the working of
our Samaj. The providence of God is ensured by your earnestness in
His work, and devotion to Him in spirit.

Before I recapitulate the work done by the Sahdaran Brahma Samaj
during the past year [ deem it my duty to impress on you that Brahmoism
has progressed considerably in different parts of India as is evidenced
by the existence of 155 Samajes, connected with which there are about
100 social, educational, religious and charitable institutions under
Brahma management. There are also 30 periodical Journals in Bengali,
English, Urdu, Mabhratti and Guzrati languages, conducted by Brahmos.
Of the above 155 Samajes, 15 were newly established in Bengal, Behar,
Assam and Madras during the past year, mostly through the influence
of our Samaj. Little did Ram Mohun Ray, dream when he established
the Samaj in this city, that Brahmoism in 52 years would spread so far
and wide!

From a list just published by our Samaj, it will appear that there
are about six hundred Anushthanik Brahmos and Brahmikas, who have
lef’off all connection with Idolatry, and perform all domestic ceremonies
according to Brahmic rites. During the past year 14 Marriages were
solemnized, of which four were widow marriages and two intermarriages.
All the marriages were contracted by mutual consent of the bride and
bridegroom at their proper marriageable age, and excepting one, all were
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registered under Act III of 1872. This clearly shows how much social
progress has been brought about by the spread of religious culture.

Now regarding the work performed by the Sadharan Brahma Samaj
during the past year, permit me to refer you to the Report of the Secretary,
to be read to you now, for full information, 1 will however solicit your
attention to some of the principal points.

1. The Missionary Operations—This is an extensive field, in
which the labourers were few. Still with the aid of four earnest
Missionaries, the Samaj has been able to propagate the truths of
Brahmoism in the provinces of Bengal, Behar, Assam, Chota-Nagpur,
North-Western Provinces, Punjab and Madras.

2. The Prayer Hall—This Hall was completed and consecrated
in the commencement of the last year. In it upwards of 500 persons
meet weekly for Divine worship. No regular Minister has yet been
appointed, and the subject, together with certain rules framed by the
Executive Committee, is therefore submitted for the consideration of this
Meeting. The service has hitherto been conducted by -some of the
ordained Missionaries and by Babu Umes Chandra Datta. From the last
quarterly report of the Executive Committee it appears that there is a
debt of about Rs. 7000 on account of the Building. Besides, a sum
of about Rs. 3000, is required for the frontal veranda, railing, etcetera.
1 beg most earnestly to appeal to this meeting and all friends of the
Samaj to come forward and help us in wiping off the debt and meeting
the additional expense. .

3. The Theistic Library established by the Samaj has received
considerable addition, and is proving useful to Brahma readers.

4. The establishment of the Hita Sadhini Sabha. a Theistic
Philanthropic Society in connection with our Samaj, is engaged in
providing education for the working classes, and raising funds for
helping poor and indigent pupils. The Sabha has also opened a Night
School for working men.

5. Another element of our progress is the co-operation of the fair
sex. The Brahmika Samaj and the Bengal Ladies’ Association in
connection with our Samaj, are doing good service for the spiritual,
moral and social elevation of our country-women.

You must have heard with sincere pleasure at the last Anniversary
meeting of the Ladies’ Association, held on the 21st instant, the excellent
Report read by the Secretary Miss Kadambini Bose, and the judicious
remarks made by the President of the Association Mrs. A. M. Bose.



©38 v (17 ¢ SRR SRAITAY

I cannot conclude this address without expressing my grateful
acknowledgments to the Missionaries and the General and Executive
Committees, for the valuable services they have rendered to the Samaj.
Our deepest gratitude is due to Miss Collet for the most lively interest
she continues to take in the success of the Samaj. Our thanks are also
due to the muffasil samajes for their sympathy and co-operation with
out movement.

The more 1 think on this Samaj, the more I feel impressed that if
we make our lives purer and intensify our devotion to God, we shall have
aid from Him, and our work will be “a work of true delight.”

(28)
Presidential Address dated 25th January 1883

After another year I have again the pleasure of greeting you on this
happy occasion, and I thank God for granting me the privilege. Being
advanced in age and humble in ability, I feel proud that I have been
associated with you in this good work, the credit of which entirely
belongs to you.

The report of the Secretary just read is so elaborate and so fraught
with interesting matters that we can only take from it the salient points.

The chief work of the Samaj, as you all know, is the diffusion of
the spiritual worship of God, and of all the principles leading to that object :
For this purpose the missionaries and a few zealous members of the Samaj
visited during the past year upwards of 50 towns scattered over the
Provinces of Bengal, Behar, Chota-Nagpur and the Punjab; and 1 cannot
sufficiently admire their energy and zeal for their devotion to our cause.

Besides the above, a great deal of spiritual, moral and social culture
was effected at Calcutta by means of the following institutions in
connection with the Samaj :—

The Students’ Weekly Service.

The Students’ Prayer Meeting.

The Sangat Sabha.

The Brahmikd Samij.

The Bengal Ladie’s Association.

The Theological Institution.

The Sunday School.

The Sunday gathering of children in the Prayer Hall.
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Among these, the Brdhmikd Samdj and the Bengal Ladies’
Association I look upon as the most powerful means of furthering the
elevation of the female mind, and without the aid of our sisters
Brahmoism can never fructify itself in this long-benighted land.

A good number of books and tracts were issued, during the year,
on religious and moral subjects. The fortnightly Bengali Journal, called
Tattwa Kaumudi, which is the organ of the Samaj, has been the means
of disseminating religious, social and moral truths.

As the Samaj is progressing, and the activity and zeal of its members
continue unabated, I trust that the balance of Rs. 4292, which the Samaj
owes on account of the Prayer Hall Building, will no longer be kept
unpaid.

For all that has been done by our brethren and sisters to extend
the Kingdom of God, the glory of which belongs to Him only, I, holding
the office of President unworthily, cannot but feel really grateful : and
may God Almighty bless you for your good acts which will fructify and
show in time that you have not worked in vain. Once more, brethren
and sisters! persevere,—faint not and you will continue to be of
Heavenly joy.

(ke)
Presidential Address dated 25th January 1884

Dear Brethren and Sisters,

It is to be extremely regretted that our joyful festival should have
been overcast with a gloom of sorrow by the untimely death of Babu
Keshab Chandra Sen. Although latterly we differed much irom his acts
and opinions, yet I do not hesitate 10 say that the Brahma Samaj owes
a deep debt of gratitude to him for the great progress it made ia all
its departments through his powerful influence. Let us console ourselves
with the thought that the part which he had to play in this world was
finished, and that the merciful Father has in his wise Providence
considered it proper to remove him to a higher and better sphere. May
his soul rest in peace.

Now you are all aware that according to a rule of the Sadharan
Brahma Samaj, it is my duty as its President to deliver an address at
this annual meeting relating to the work done during the past year. But
the full and elaborate report of the Secretary just read leaves me very
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little to say on the subject I will merely make such remarks, as may
be necessary on the principal points treated in that report.

The four energetic Missionaries and a few zealous members of the
Samaj, whose names are given in the report, visited during the year a
vast number of places scattered over Bengal, Behar, Chota-Nagpur,
Assam, N. W. Provinces, Punjab and Sindh, preaching the truths of
Brahmoism, and delivering lectures on social, moral and religious
subjects. All these workers in the cause of Brahmoism are entitled to
the best thanks of the Samaj.

The demand of Mofussil Samajes for the services of the Missionaries
was so great that in many cases the Samaj regretted its inability to
comply with their requests owing to the small number of hands at its
disposal.

It is a matter for congratulation that two earnest members of the
Samaj have pledged themselves to devote their lives to the propagation
of the truths of Brahmoism, and one of them has made over to the Samaj,
his whole properties. For these acts of devotion they deserve high
commendation. Some young men in the Mofussil have also
determined to labor in the cause of the Brahma Samaj. This is no doubt
very hopeful. .

The several institutions noted in the margin, in connection with the
Samaj for intellectual, social, moral and religious culture have been
maintained in working order. Endeavours are being made for organising
a Fund for helping poor boys on a satisfactory basis.

The Theological Institution.

The Sangat Sabha.

The Students’ weekly Prayer Meeting.
The Brahmika Samaj and the Banga
Mahila Samaj &c.

- We are thankful to the Government of India for having, with
reference to our Memorial, issued instructions to the local Governments
for allowing leave to Brahmas on the |1th Magh and, if convenient,
a day preceding and a day following it.

On the application of the Sadharan Brahma Samaj, some additional
marriage Registrars have been appointed by the Bengal Government for
Calcffta and the 24-Parganas. This measure will remove much
inconvenience felt in the registration of marriages under the Act.

A memorial is also going to be submitted to the India Government
for certain modifications in the Marriage Act, III of 1872.
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A new weekly religious Journal under the -designation of “The
Indian Messenger™ has lately been started, which promises to be very
beneficial to the Brahma community. This paper as well as the
fortnightly Journal, the Tattva Kaumudi, are so well conducted as likely
to become self-supporting undertaking.

Some improvement has been made in the Prayer Hall by erecting
a Musical Gallery on the west side of the pulpit. This will produce
great e¢ffect on the audience by making the singing.of hymns more
audible to the whole congregation.

A great portion of the tank on the west of the Prayer Hall has been
filled up, thereby extending the land of the Mandir Compound.

A house for the Missionaries has been built and consecrated on this
occasion.

A portion of the debt on account of the Prayer Hall building was
liquidated during the last year, but still there remains a balance of about
Rs. 3000 unpaid, which I trust will soon be cleared off by the help
expected from the Brahma public.

From the above particulars, you will, I hope, admit that the work
done by the Sadharan Brahma Samaj during the past year is satisfactory.
As a mark of general appreciation of the merits of this Samaj, I may
mention that on a circular being issued to the Mofussil Samajes to know
their feeling on the subject, the greater portion of those Samajes have
expressed their sympathy with this Samaj. I may also add that through
the kindness of Mr. Tyssen we have obtained a list of 45 Ministers of
Unitarian and Theistic Churches in England who are in sympathy with
our Samaj. -

1 regret to observe that much delay has taken place this year in
the issue of the Brahma Pocket almanack, owing to difficulties
experienced in getting the work through the Press. On a reference to
this publication it will be perceived that the progress of the Brahma
Dharma in India during the past year was equally satisfactory. Fourteen
new Samajes were established viz., 8 in Bengal, 1 in Behar, 1 in Orissa,
1 in N. W. Provinces, 1 in the Punjab, 1 in Central India and 1 in British
Burma. The total number of Samajes shown in the list given in the
Almanack is 180 against 168 of the preceding year. In illustration of
the practical effect of Brahmaism on social life, I may mention that no
less than 14 marriages and ,numerous other household ceremonies were
performed during the year under review according to the reformed forms
prescribed by the Brahma Samaj.
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In conclusion, I beg to tender our grateful thanks to all the donors,
supporters and sympathisers of our church  and specially to Miss S. D.
Collet for her unremitting labours in the interests of the Brahma Samaj,
and to Mr. Tyssen for his kind offices in behalf of our Samaj. My thanks
are due to the members of the Executive Committee for the regular
attention to their duties and the indulgence with which they have viewed
my shortcomings.

I pray to God that His good will as manifested in the human reason
and conscience may be the guiding principle of the followers of Brahma
Dharma.

(Rv)
Presidential Address dated 21st January 1887

Dear Brethren and Sisters! On this great and happy occasion, when
I have the honour of meeting the members of the Samaj from different
parts of the country, my first duty is to thank Almighty God for
permitting me to appear before you, for, every month, nay almost every
day, the infirmities of age are increasing upon me, and I doubted when
1 accepted office last year, whether my health would permit me to stand
before you at this meeting. But the Divine Father has graciously allowed
me another year of this mortal life, and has granted me health and
strength enough to serve my church. After having served as President
of the Sadharan Brahma Samaj for full five years, I had retired from the
office the year before last without the least expectation of being again
called upon to take charge of that important post, but I had to give
way to the earnest entreaties of my Brahma friends, who obliged me
to reaccept the office. I had some misgivings at the time, as to my ability
to discharge the important duties of the office, to the satisfaction of my
own conscience and also of those who conferred on me that honour.
I trust, however, that looking to my advanced age and the consequent
loss of energy, my friends will kindly overlook my shortcomings and
relegse me from the duties of the President, for which I am no longer
competent.

The next duty I have to perform is to allude to scme sad events
that occurred during the past year. First I have to allude, with heartfelt
sorrow, to the untimely death of a number of zealous members of the
Samaj during the year. Some of them have been cut off in the very
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prime of the life. But ours is not to complain but to submit to the
dispensations of Providence. ’

Another matter for regret is the severance of the connection of Pandit
Bijay Krishna Goswami as a missionary of the Samaj. Difference of
opinion on some matters of doctrine and practice have led him to resign
his post. Whilst yielding to none in personal regard for the revered
Pandit, ] do yet feel that the course adopted by the Executive Committed
in accepting his resignation was the right one. It is a matter of deep
satisfaction to me, however, that after this formal separation. there has
been no disturbance of the old relationship of love and friendship
between him and the members of the Samaj.

For sometime past 1 have noticed with deep regret a certain want
of harmony and concord amongst the members of the Samaj. There has
been much conflict of opinion amongst the members, which has seriously
interfered with their co-operating with each other in carrying on the work
of the Samaj. Honest difference of opinion is a healthy sign and is a
natural outcome of the constitutional mode of government which we
have adopted for our church. But I must confess with regret, that in
some cases, these differences have been carried to an extreme, to the
detriment of the general work of the Samaj. But latterly there has been
a general disposition in the minds of the members for settling their points
of difference by holding conferences and friendly meetings. This is as
1t should be. 1 hope this disposition will be further strengthened in the
year to come. Unity of spirit in the midst of differences of opinion,
should be our guiding principle.

As a happy result of some of these conferences held in
Calcutta, two important societies have been inaugurated,—the first the
3y e, the second the Theological Society. The first is intended
to furnish a common ground to all the members, both men and women
to discuss all religious and social questions of importance in which they
are concerned. And it is the aim of the second to promote the scientific
investigation of religious truth. Both these institutions, as far as 1 am
able to judge from the short reports of their preliminary meetings, are
calculated to confer much substantial benefit on the community, and
1 doubt not they will find support from all quarters. I take this opportunity
to accord my cordial sympathy to these two projects, and hope that their
promoters will work with redoubled energy in the year to come.

From the Secretary’s report just read, you will perceive that the
several institutions in connection with our Samaj have been maintained
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in working order. Besides, the periodicals of the Samaj were conducted

satisfactorily, and endeavours were made for a Permanent Mission Fund.

Our missionaries and a few zealous members of our Samaj have done

well in visiting the various parts of the country, and propagating the

truths of Brahma Dharma, besides discharging important duties at Calcutta.

They are all entitled to our best thanks for their disinterested services.

In addition to the regular work of the Samaj, a public meeting of

. all sections of the Calcutta community was convened on the 27th
September last with the view of raising some permanent memorial in

honour of Raja Ram Mohun Roy. This matter is still under consideration.

The Students’ Service showed great activity in having lectures
delivered on religious, social and political subjects and in entertaining
the delegates of the National Congress.

A proposition was brought before the Executive Committee for
definiting the principles of Brahmoism, and adopting certain rules for
the guidance of missionaries; and opinions of some of the Muffasil
Samajes on the subject were received. But after a great deal of discussion
at a special meeting of the Alochana Sabha, the matter was dropped on
the ground that some of the principles and rules were already included
in the published rules of the Samaj, and further instructions were
communicated to the missionaries at the time of their ordination. This
question, however, has been left open for consideration at the Maghotsab
Conference.

A Sub-Committee was appointed to inquire and report on the
practicability of establishing an asylum for widows and orphans : but
its labours have not yet been successful. I would earnestly commend
this important subject to the favourable consideration of the Brahma
Public.

There are still some debts of the Samaj on account of the Prayer
Hall Building, the Missionary Home and the Indian Messenger. To
relieve the Samaj from these liabilities requires sympathy and aid from
all the members of our Church and it is earnestly hoped they will respond
to our call for assistance. :

In conclusion I have to accord my fraternal greetings to all far and
near on this happy occasion, and let us all combine in praying to the
Most. High to grant our Samaj a prosperous and-useiul existence in the
future. ’






