
(i 

I 2nd August 30 

My dear Stapleton, 

I inust apologise for not having replied earlier 

to your confider;tJ.al D. 0. Ho. 1297 of the 7th July, in >hich you 

asked for a special report on Mr. H. K. Banerji. It seems to me 

that it can hardly be possible in the case of a College Professor, 

especially a man between 40 and 50 years of age, to insist on his 

taking part in sports and athletics. Mr. Banerji does, as a matter 

of fact, play te::nis with the students and is one of the very few 

members of the staff v/ho do so. But I cannot say more than this, 

§0 far as athletics are concerned. As to the social life of the 

College, again I must speak in rather guarded terms. The expression 

is, I am afraid, one which, in so large a College as this and under 

the conditions of student-life in Calcutta, does not really mean 

v«ry much. I believe Mr. Banerji to be one of the most influential 

man in the College Eunong the students. He has repeatedly given 

proof of this during times of stress ; and if there were more so­

cial life, I do not doubt that he would take a prominent part in it. 

I may mention that he took on his shoulders the greater part of the 

work of preparation for the last Pounders' Day and carried it out 

extremely well. 

I find it difficult to be more definite on detail 

My real feeling about him, as I have repeatedly explained, is that 

I 07/e him a real debt for the help he has given me and think him a 

most valuable member of the staff. 

As to Mr. J. C. Ghosh, he is nov/ in England and 

it is really impossible for me to collect any opinions of value re­

garding his qualifications. Anyone v/hom I might consult would 

doubtless know the reason for my enquiry. His name was considered 

by the cor.imittee and, so far as I recollect, only Sir Jadu Nath 

Sarkar had any first liand knowledge of hira and he did not then 

speak of him with any particular warmth. 
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AB the advertisement lag,on the whole, proved unsuccessful 

in attracting names, I venture to ask whether the tenas of the 

advertisement need "be rigidly adhered to. In my opinion the 

best solution, all things considered, would be to give the posts, 

if they are to be given at all, to Prof. P. C. Ghosh and Prof. H. 

K. Banerji. Much as I like Mr. Banerji and much as I value his 

assistance, I cannot but feel that his position, if he were plac­

ed over the head of so senior and able a man as Mr. P. C. Ghosh, 

would be extraordinarily difficult. Further, it appears from an 

incident about vifhich you told me a few days ago that Mr. Ghosh 

has a very genuine grievance and ought, but for some strange offi 

cial blunder, to have been a meiuber of the I. E. S. for some 

years, I would, therefore, urge the reconsiueration of the whole 

position. 

Yours sincerely, 

H. S. Stapleton, Ssq., M.A., ;̂ .B.Sc (Oxon) . \ 

D. P. I. Bengal. 



Office of the Director of Public 
Instruction, Bengal. 

Th , _ 4 ^ „ J u l l ^ / 9 3 0 

Confidentiftl. 
D. 0. No. (47ir 

My dear Barrow, 

Please refer to the Di rec to r ' s confi ­

den t i a l D, u. l e t t e r No.1297 dated 7th 

July 193U, about the 2 English Professor­

ships a t Presidency College and l e t t h i s 

office have your report on the points 

raised therein without further dela.y. 

2 . The information i s very urgently 

required by G-overnment. 

Yours, s ince re ly . 

To 
J. B, Barrow Esq., M.A., 

Principal, Presidency Gollei 

A.Jî .29.7. 



.» _ Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Benflal. 

Confidential Calcutta 
m J.iil .̂..-2tii /9 30 

My dear Barrow, 

I have seen your note of 6-7-30 about the 2 

English professorships at Presidency College, but H.K. has now 

asked for a special report on H.K.^anerji, dealing particularly 

with the part he has taken in extra academic work, such as sports^ 

athletics and social life of the College. Will you please let 
as well 

me have your opinion as soon as possible on this point: /(as any 
Sir 

further information you can collect (apart from/^J.N.Sarkar's 

opinion)on whether Mr.J.G.Ghosh can be cnnsidered a. really 

satisfactory candidate for the other vacancy. 

Yours sincerely, 

J . R. Barrow Esq.., M.A., 

Principal, Presidency College, 

C A L C U T T A . 



r Conf iden t i a l 

193 (Con.) 

27th June 30 

Dear S i r Jadunath , 

You rernemlDer t h a t the committee which a a t to 

cons ider a p p l i c a t i o n s fo r the s p e c i a l P r o f e s s o r s h i p s in Engl i sh 

a t t h i s Co l l ec t recommended Mr. Sidhanta and Mr. Kr.ight. Both 

these gentlemen have now refused the o iTers made. You w i l l r e -

col l '^c t a l s o t h a t the committee proposed Mrt H. K. Baner j i as a 

recei-ve nominee. 

I have been asked to consu l t you as to the 

course you nov/ recommend. Fio you th ink we should reconmend Mr. 

H, K, Baner j i and Mr. J . C. Ghosh of the C a l c u t t a UniverBity v̂ 'ho 

i s now in Sni^land ? IT we do n o t , tixe Gondiu:.on of the Bxiglish 

Departmsnt w i l l be p r e c i s e l y v/nat i t was a t the end of l a s t 

sess ion a f t e r Mr. Ohanda'e t r a n s f e r , t h a t i s to say, i t v / i l l b e , 

in mjr op in ion , a very f a i r s ta f f , a l though c e r t a i n l y one whicli 

•would bea r s t r e n g t h e n i n g . Slay I take i t t h a t in your opinion 

Mr. J . C. Ghosh's appointment would s trengtherj i t or not ? 

I may add t h a t though I pe r sona l l y have a high opinion of Mr. 

H. K.. Banar j i on va r ious groi^nds, I f0-ei3ee t l iat t h e i e w i l l be 

d i f f i c u l t y in persuading Guveri?ra8nt to accept the appointment o\\ 

higher pay of a man v/Uo i s a l r eady in Government s e rv i ce Lo do 

the same v/ork v/hich ho i s a l ready do ing . 

The L'taff as i t s t ands cunviict.e of t>i.e follcv/ing 

not count ing myself : 

Mr. ? . G. Ghosh. 
Dr. S. X. Bar.erji 
Mr. H. K. Baner j i 
Mr. Somnath i i a i t r a 
l£r. Subodh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

. ,, . ^, J« r̂. M.G.Bhattacharjee (and»a f u r t h e r aooointrianl 
m Mr. Ghanda's p l a c e ) . Yours s i n c e r e l y , " ^ 

S i r Jad* Nath Sarcar , K t . , C. I . S. 
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Pres idency Collef-e, 

27tla June 30 

Bear S i r , 

In coniiection nvith your a p p l i c a t i o n fo r a P r o ­

f e s s o r s h i p of Sngi iah a t the Pres idency Col lege , I have 

"been asked to r eques t you to see laa a t a s e a r l y a d a t e a s 

i s convenient i f you s t i l l wish to s t and• ;> 

i'he Coiiet .e i s due to open on Uie 2na J u l y . Coiiid 

you see ns some day bsfoi'e then a t ab ju t 12 noon arid l e t ., 
If 

me knew beforeiiand oil wliat day 1 laay e.^pect you ? 

Youre s inceiOly» 

Dr. J . C. Ghosh, D. P h i l . 

L e c t u r e r , Pos t Gradxiata Departwent, 

C a l c u t t a U n i v e r s i t y . 



Presidency College, 
^ /y^. /f3. 

CALCUTTA. 

^ • _ Tht SVth-June - '^30 

Dear Sir, 

In connection with<your applica.tion for a Pro­

fessorship of English at the Presidency College, I have 

heen asked to req̂ uest you to see me at as early d, date as 

is convenient if you still wish to stand. 

The College is due to open on the 2nd Jul;/. Could 

you see me some day before then at about 12 noon and let 

me know beforehand on what day I may expect you ? 

Yours sincerely, 

J 

Dr. J. C. Ghosh, D. Phil. 

L-̂ cturer, Post Graduate Department, 

Calcutta University. 



Baogil K>rm Ma. 8. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGA13. 

OFFICE OFtne.PAr«?PtQ2:.Pf..Pu]3.Uo.JWgfcyiiction, Bengal 

i i d u c a t i o n DBI-AIITMENT. 

GB9ITF 
Appointment BBANOH. 

FEOM 

No....' 
i^jl-65a-50 

Subjaofc:— 

Tiie D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c I n s t r u c t i o n , B e n g a l , 

To. 

J . R. a a r r o w , E s q . , M. A . , 

Principal, Presidency Uollege 

Cal cutt a, Dafed.M^///^^VU^\ 9 3© • 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge tiie receipt of your 

letter uo. Sî -S-Con., dated tiae Ist April I95O, in whicii 

you suggest tnat at least one of tne two new Professors 

of iinglisn for Presidency College should be appointed 

from July next. I'ne matter is under consideration 

^ 0 , 
oy ijovernment. 

1 have the honour to be, 

air. 

Your most obedient? servant. 

B. 1 1 . k* 30 

jfiJP—A- 3«—192«.3*—11,30,009 

A s s i s t a n t Pla?ecUui' 5 

# 

n s t r u e t i o n , B e n g a l , 
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l?rom 'T 

J . R. Barrov/, Esq . , M. A. , I . S. S. 

Offg. P r i i i c i p a l , Pres idency Col l ege , C a l c u t t a . 

To 

H. B. Stapleton, Ssq., M. A., B. Sc (Oxon). 

Offg. Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

Bated Calcutta, tha 1st April 1930. 

Sir, 

With reference to your order contained in your oi'fice 

memo Ko. 2803 A dated the 26th March 1930 transferring Mr. A. K.; 

Chanda to Krishnagar, I have the honour to invite your attention! 
I 

to the needs of the English Department of this College. \ 

Mr. Chanda's place will presumably have to be filled by ! 

the appointment of a Bengal Educational Service officer againsti 

the vacancy. His transfer inevitably -weakens the department. \ 

I consider therefore that it is especially nacessary tha^ 

at least one of the temporary Professors should joirj his post \ 
\ 

at the beginning of ̂ uly. But there is a possibility that one I 
I; 

of the temporary Professorships may be allotted to an officer 

•who ie already on the staff. If this should happen, the post 

which he is at present occupying vdll be filled by a Bengal Edu«i 

cational Service officer ; and the staff will not have been \ 

8tren(;;;thaned so much as might have bean expected. \ 
\ 

I submit therefore that, if one of the tempoî ary Pro- \ 

fessorships is to be filled in the manner referred to, every ; 

effort should be made to bring out from England by the beginn- \ 

ing of the session the person who it is hoped will fill the 

other temporary post. I am told there is an order under v/hich \ 

Englishmen on their first appointment to this country are not | 

allowed to join between May and October. I do not know whether \ 



tha t regard wi l l be had to the considerat ions I have put forward. 

I may add tha t , in the f i l l i n g up of penaanent va­

cancies, the clairiiB of Messrs Soranath Maitra and S. C. Sen Gupta 

should not he l o s t s ight of. 

I have the honour to be , 

S i r , 

Your most obedient servant , 

P r inc ipa l , Pr?siflency Col lege. ' 
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