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Co:;ifidential. 

My dear Khan Bahadur, ~ 
I received by this morning's post a copy of the 

latest nwnber gf the Dacca Collegiate School Magazine . As 
a rule I do not read these productions with great care , but 
a few months ago an amaZ.ing article (by a Headmaster who 
had been in England two years and at Harrow School tor one 
day) on "Public Schools of ~ngland~ opened my eyes to the 
possibilities of great danger. 

.. 
2 . Now I do not know who is responsible for the 
eight first pages of this number (I am returning the copy for 
your delectation} but they are a disgrace . I suppose the 
form and content -of them - a hotchpotch of unrelated facts -
is a reflection of the lust for General Knowledge" (as it 
is called) which sweeps Bengal to-day, but at any rate one 
ought to be able to expect that one of Bengal ' s most 
important Government High Schools could present its facts 
in idiomatic English and see that its facts were correct . 
But there is hardly a line without a blemish and we are 
calmly informed that .Ameri~a's latest telescope has a lense 
200 feet wide and that the speed of the ' ueen Maryt is 
306S knots : And what can one think of a master who makes 
a "Critical study~ of a lrook like the Prisoner of Zenda o It 
is a splendid romance and I reread it very frequently - but 
a critical analysis ! (I see also that the normal blood 
temperatures of a horse and a sparrow are enough to shrivel 
them up in a fraction of time!) 

3 . I shall be glad if you will look into this and 
find out who is responsible and put matters right. I am 
afraid I shall have to send a copy of this letter to other 
inspectors: this means that your school is singled out for 
drastic criticism, but I think it deserves it . 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd. J . M. Bottomley. 

A.bul Hashem Khan Chaudhuri, 
Inspector of Schools , 

Dacca Division . /.//3,- /-1 
Memo: No •••••• -~ 

Copy forwarded to B. M. Sen, Esq., I .E.s . , Principal , 
Yresidency College , Calcutta , 

with a request that he will take innn.ediate steps to see 

that school magazines are well edited and correctly brought 

out. ( 

Calcutta, 
T~e/~ any. 1937 • Director of Public Instruction,Bengal. . . 
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Depar tment ot Public In•truction , 
Bengal , 

Calcutta, the 16t h January, 193? . 

Contident.ial 

y de r Khan Bahadur , 

received by thia morning'• oat co py of t h e 
lateat number of the Dace Colleg•ate School Magazine . A• 
a rule I do not re d theae p roduct1o n a 1th gre t c re, but 

few mont hs aL~ an a re zin e ~ rticle (by a Headmaater who had 
been in ngland two ye ra a nd at Harrow School !or on day) 
4n "Public School• ot England" opened IQ)' eyea to the poaaibi­
lit1e• of ere ~ d nger . 

2 . Now I do not know who 1• re• on1 ible for the eight 
f1rat p gea ot th1• numb r (l am returnin the co py for your 
delectation) but the~ re a diae r 1tce . I aup >o e the form 

nd c ontent of them- a hotchpotch of unrelated fact•- ia a 
r eflection o! the luat f or •General Knowledge• (a• it 11 
called) which aweepa Bengal to-day, but at any r te one 
ought to be able to expect t h t one of Bengal ' • moat i port nt 
Government High Schoo la could pr e•ent i t a f eta in idiom ic 
~ngliah nd aee th t 1 t f'acta were correct . 13ut ther i h rd · 
ly line ithout a blemiah nd we re c lmly informed tha t 
Amertca'• lateat tele1co _e ha• lenae 200 teet wide nd t a t 
the 1peed or the ' ueen ary' ia 3063 knot1: And wh t c n one 
thi nk of ~aater who make• a •critical atudy• or a book like 
ihe Prieoner or Zenda . It 1• e aplendid romance nd t rerea d 
it very freque tly• but critical analyaia : (I aee alao th t 
the norm l blood temperature• of horae and • rrow are enough~ 
to ahrivel them up in a fraction of tim : ) 

3 . 
out who i 
ahal l have 
thia me111n• 
cri t iciam, 

I ahal l be el d if you will look int o t hi a nd f ind 
reaponaible rid pu t matte r a rieh t . I ar . traid I 
to aend a co p: or this letter to ot ner in ap ectora: 
th t your achool i at.ne le out for draatic 
but i think i t dea erv~ a it . 

Your• a in c rely , 

Sd . :r . • Bottomley . 

Kh Bahadur bul H ah m Kh n Choudhury , 
I nap ecto r of Schoo la , 

Dacca Diviaion . 

Confidential . 
Memo : Bo . 412- G 

Cppy forwarded to B.K. Sen , ~aq ., I .E . s ., Principal , 

Preaidency College , Calcutta, with a requeat that he will take 
imnediate atepa to aee that achool m g zine re well edited 
and correctly brought out . 

Sd/- J . K. Bottemley 


