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In the Reign of
His Most Gracious Majesty George the Fourth 

Under the Auspices of
The Right Ilon’blc William Pitt Amherst 

Governor General of the British Possessions in India 
This Foundation Stone of this Edifice 

The Hindu College of Calcutta 
Was laid by 

John Pescal Larkins Esquire 
Provincial Grand Master of the Fraternity of Free 

Masons in Bengal
Amidst the acclamations

Of all ranks of the Native Population of this city 
In the Presence of

A Numerous Assembly of the Fraternity
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And of the
President and Members of the Committee of 

General Instruction
On the 25th day of February 1824 and the 

Area of Masonry 5824 
Which may God prosper 

Planned by B. Buxton Lieutenant 
Bengal Engineers 
Constructed by 

William Burn and James Mackintosh.”

Dewi'S? 41 <K?4'St I

4i^ tot pto fwwfi w >rw w 5?r i
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Wl

c®, f>r, Pt wfa
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CW4 ^44 >n«4 <W« WftiR TOT*^ fe’H I

“To His Excellency the Right Honourable 
Lord Amherst, Governor General in Council. 

My Lord,
Humbly reluctant as the natives of India are 

to obtrude upon the notice of Government the 
sentiments they entertain on any public measure, 
there are circumstances when silence would be 
carrying this respectful feeling to culpable 
excess. The present rulers of India, coming from 
a distance of many thousand miles to govern a 
people whose language, literature, manners, 
customs, and ideas, are almost entirely new and 
strange to them, cannot easily become so 
intimately acquainted with their real 
circumstances as the natives of the country are 
themselves. We should therefore be guilty of a 
gross dereliction of duty to ourselves and afford 
our rulers just grounds of complaint at our 
apathy, did we omit on occasions of importance 
like the present, to supply them with such 
accurate information as might enable them to 
devise and adopt measures calculated to be 
beneficial to the country, and thus second by our 
local knowledge and experience their declared 
benevolent intentions for its improvement.

“The establishment of a new Sanscrit 
School in Calcutta evinces the laudable desire 
of Government to improve the natives of India 
by education,— a blessing for which they must 
ever be grateful, and every well-wisher of the 
human race must be desirous that the efforts, 
made to promote it, should be guided by the most 
enlightened principles so that the stream of 
intelligence may flow in the most useful 
channels.

“When this seminary of learning was 
proposed, we understood that the Government

I
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in England had ordered a considerable sum of 
money to be annually devoted to the instruction 
of its Indian subjects. We were filled with 
sanguine hopes that this sum would be laid out 
in employing European gentlemen of talents and 
education to instruct the natives of India in 
Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, 
Anatomy, and other useful sciences, which the 
natives of Europe have carried to a degree of 
perfection that has raised them above the 
inhabitants of other part of the world.

“While we looked forward with pleasing 
hope to the dawn of knowledge, thus promised 
to the rising generation, our hearts were filled 
with mingled feelings of delight and gratitude, 
we already offered up thanks to Providence for 
inspiring the most generous and enlightened 
nations of the West with the glorious ambition
of planting in Asia the arts and sciences of 
Modern Europe.

“We find that the Government are
establishing a Sanscrit School under Hindu 
Pundits to impart such knowledge as is already 
current in India. This seminary (similar in 
character to those which existed in Europe 
before the time of Lord Bacon) can only be 
expected to load the minds of youth with 
grammatical niceties and metaphysical 
distinctions of little or no practical use to the 
possessors or to society. The pupils will there 
acquire what was known two thousand years ago 
with the addition of vain and empty subtleties 
since then produced by speculative men such as 
is already commonly taught in all parts of India.

“The Sanscrit language so difficult that 
almost a life time is necessary for its acquisition 
is well -known to have been f or ages a lamentable 
check to the diffusion of knowledge, and the 
learning concealed under this almost impervious

veil, is far from sufficient to reward the labour 
of acquiring it. But if it were thought necessary 
to perpetuate this language for the sake of the 
portion of valuable information it contains, this 
might be much more easily accomplished, by 
other means than the establishment of a new 
Sanscrit College, for there have been always and 
are now numerous professors of Sanscrit in the 
different parts of the country engaged in teaching 
this language as well as the other branches of 
literature which are to be the object of the new 
seminary. Therefore their more diligent 
cultivation, if desirable, would be effectually 
promoted, by holding out premiums and granting 
certain allowances to their most eminent 
professors, who have already undertaken on 
their own account to teach them, and would by 
such rewards be stimulated to still greater 
exertion.

“From these considerations, as the sum set 
apart for the instruction of the natives of India 
was intended by the Government in England for 
the improvement of its Indian subjects, I beg 
leave to state, with due deference to your 
Lordship’s exalted situation that if the plan now 
adopted be followed, it will completely defeat 
the object proposed, since no improvement can 
be expected from inducing young men to 
consume a dozen of years of the most valuable 
period of their lives in acquiring the niceties of 
Baikarana or Sanscrit Grammar. For instance,
in learning to discuss such points as the
following; khada, signifying to eat, khadati he
or she or it eats; query, whether does khadati 
taken as a whole conveys the meaning he, she 
or it ‘eats’ or are separate parts of this meaning 
conveyed by distinctions of the word. As if in
the English language it were asked how much 
meaning is there in the eat and how much in the
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s? And is the whole meaning of the word 
conveyed by these two portions of it distinctly 
or by them taken jointly ?

“Neither can much improvement arisefrom 
such speculations as the following which are the 
themes suggested by the Vedanta; in what 
manner is the soul absorbed in the Deity ? What 
relation does it bear to the Divine Essence ? Nor 
will youths be fitted to be better members of 
society by the Vedantic doctrines which teach 
them to believe, that all visible things have no 
real existence, that as father, brother, &c. have 
no actual entity they consequently deserve no 
real affection, and therefore sooner we escape 
from them and leave the world the better. Again 
no essential benefit can be derived by the student 
of the Mimansa from knowing what it is that 
makes the killer of a goat sinless by pronouncing 
certain passages of the Vedanta and what is the 
real nature and operative influence of passages 
of the Vedas, &c.

“The student of the Naya Shastra cannot 
be said to have improved his mind after he has 
learned from it into how many ideal classes the 
objects in the universe are divided and what 
speculative relation, the soul bears to the body, 
the body to the soul, the eye to the ear, etc.

“In order to enable your Lordship to 
appreciate the utility of encouraging such 
imaginary learning as above characterized, I beg

*

your Lordship will be pleased to compare the 
state of science and literature in Europe before 
the time of Lord Bacon with the progress of 
knowledge made since he wrote.

‘ ‘If it had been intended to keep the British 
nation in ignorance of real knowledge, the 
Baconian philosophy would not have been 
allowed to displace the system of the schoolmen

I

which was the best calculated to perpetuate
ignorance. In the same manner the Sanscrit 
system of education would be the best calculated 
to keep this country in darkness if such had been 
the policy of the British legislative. But as the 
improvement of the native population is the 
object of the Government, it will consequently 
promote a more liberal and enlightened system 
of instruction, embracing Mathematics, Natural 
Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, with other 
useful sciences, which may be accomplished 
with the sums proposed by employing a few 
gentlemen of talents and learning educated in
Europe and providing a college furnished with 
necessary books, instruments, and other 
apparatus.

“In representing this subject to your 
Lordship I conceive myself discharging a solemn 
duty which I owe to my countrymen and also 
to that enlightened sovereign and legislature 
which have extended their benevolent care to this 
distant land actuated by a desire to improve the 
inhabitants, and therefore humbly trust you will 
excuse the liberty I have taken in thus expressing 
my sentiments to your Lordship.

I have the honour &c.
Ram Mohan Roy.’’

good sense and forcible arguments, is a real
curiosity, as coming from an Asiatic” I 'W'T 
<®rn^T fw?r i

’T’ I *fl*<*P

bl<p| <PG<yiG'sr*4
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“My country! in thy days of glory past 
A beauteous halo circled round thy brow,
And worshipped as a deity thou wast, 
Where is that glory, where that reverence now?

4
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The eagle pinion is chained down at last 
And grovelling in the lowly dust art thou:
Thy ministrel hath no wreath to weave for thee, 
Save the sad story of thy misery!
Well let me dive into the depths of time 
And bring from out the ages that have rolled 
A few small fragments of those wrecks sublime 
Which human eye may never more behold; 
And let the guerdon of my labour be, 
My fallen country! One kind wish for thee.”

oTW? ; '3^’ CTCT ’5f?r 

CT CTW<r; CT^ f^T 

f^CT I

CT WTC! !

Entrusted as I was for sometime with the
education of youth, peculiarly circumstanced, 
was it for me to have made them part as ignorant 
dogmatists by permitting them to know what
would be said upon only one side of grave
questions ? Setting aside the narrowness of mind

fjc’j CT^T’T

t5T5T?r 

CWfW 'Ol n ‘

CT, ^>1^141

which such a course might have evinced, it would 
have been injurious to the mental energies and
acquirements of the young men themselves. And
(whatever may be said to the contrary) I can 

orthodox an authority than Lord Bacon. “If a 
man’’, says this philosopher (and no one ever

vindicate my procedure by quoting no less

had a better right to pronounce an opinion upon 
such matters than he), “will begin with 
certainties, he shall end in doubts.’’ This I need 

M

scarcely observe is always the case with 
contented ignorance, when it is roused too late 
to thought. One doubt suggests another and
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universal scepticism is the consequence. I 
therefore thought it my duty to acquaint several 
of the college students with the substance of 
Hume’s celebrated dialogue between Cleanthes 
and Philo in which the most subtle and refined

W 1 <=1« H d FT
absurdity I ”

“I never taught such

arguments against theism are adduced. But Ihave 
also furnished them with Dr. Reid’s and Dugald 
Stewart’s more acute replies to Hume— replies 
which to this day continue unrefuted. This is the 
head and front of my offending. If the religious 
opinions of the students have become unhinged 
in consequence of the course I have pursued, 
the fault is not mine. To produce conviction was 
not within my power and if I am to be condemned 
for the atheism of some, let me receive credit

^W^T’TR’

WW 'S <11^wilful"

for the theism of others. Believe me, my dear 
sir, I am too thoroughly imbued with a deep sense 
of human ignorance and of the perpetual 
vicissitudes of opinions to speak with confidence 
even of the most unimportant matters. Doubt
and uncertainties besiege us too closely to admit 
the boldness of dogmatism to enter an enquiring 
mind, and far be it from me to say that “this 
is" and “ that is not" when, aftermost extensive

“To the Students of the Hindu College. 
“Expanding like the petals of young flowers, 
I watch the gentle opening of your minds 
And sweet loosening of the spell that binds 
Your intellectual energies and powers, that 
stretch
(Like young birds in soft summer hour)
Their wings to try their strength. O how the 
winds

acquaintance with the researches of science and 
after the most daring flights of genius, we must 
confess with sorrow and disappointment that 
humility becomes the highest wisdom, for the 
highest wisdom assures man of his ignorance.”

Of circumstance, and freshening April showers
Of early knowledge, and unnumbered kinds
Of new perceptions shed their influence,
And how you worship Truth’s Omnipotence!
What joyance rains upon me, when I see 
Fame in the mirror of futurity
Weaving the chaplets you are yet to gain 
And then I feel I have not lived in vain.”
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'“Feast of reason and flow of soul.”
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