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In Memoriam -

HE death .of SIR UPENDRANATH

BRAHMACHARI on the 6th February,
1046 at the age of 73 removes a remarkable
personality in world science. It is an irrevar-
able loss to India. He was one of the earliest
vorkers who helped to raise Indian scientific
ontributions to a world level.

Sir Upendranath was born on the 1oth
December, 1873 at TJamalpur, E. I. Ry. (Dt
Nonghyr) ; - where his father, the late Dr.
Nlln}oney Brahmachari spent the whole of his
Oficial career in the Medical Service of -the
dlvay, being held in great esteem by both
\TEUOpeanS and Indians. The name “Dr.
Mimoneys o g a household word among the
tlembers of the staff of the East Indian Railway,
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University Silver Medal. He passed the M. B. examination in 1808 stangiy, 1
icine and Surgery for which he obtained the Goodeve and McLeod Medals, H% .
e M. D. examination in 19o2 and obtained the Ph.D. degree in Physiology in 1904
. being ‘‘Studies in Hsemolysis.”” Sir Upendranath was a Coates Medallist apq _
. er of Griffith Memorial Prize of the Calcutta University, a Minto Medallist of the Calcutt, ?
- School off‘IfropicaI Medicine and Hygiene and Sir William Jones Medallist of the Royal Asiatic :

Soc: of Bengal. R

b Upendranath’s versatile knowledge and intelligence attracted the attention of the
professors of the Medical College of Bengal, and after his graduation, many of his professors
anted him to be their assistant. After hesitating for sometime he decided to be a physician.
e joined the Provincial Medical Service in 1898. For a short time he worked under
Gerald Bomford who regarded him as a living dictionary of medicine. He was so much
ressed with voung Brahmachari’s capacity for research and assiduity in the discharge of
- %iﬁ?&ﬁha; he very soon got him appointed as teacher of Pathology and Materia Medica

~in the Dacca Medical School. At Dacca, he did researches with Sir Neil Campbell, Superin-
tendent of the Medical School. Subsequently he was appointed teacher of Medicine in the

bell Medical School, Calcutta. He was elevated to this coveted post within a short

[ entering service. This post he occupied for nearly 20 years. He carried on most
es in Kala-azar at the Campbell Medical School. It was here that he made his
onumental discovery of Urea Stibamine. He retired from Government service in 1927 as
*a,‘u Physician to the Medical College Hospital, Calcutta. He was for sometime
anced for his researches by the Indian Research Fund Association.

ranath was one of the leading physicians of India ; President, Indian Science

Professor of Tropical Medicine, Carmichael Medical College, Calcutta:
1 Chemical Society ; President, Indian Committee, International Society of
resident, Society of Biological Chemists, India ; Head of the Department of
‘ ; President, Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal (IQ‘ZS_ﬂn__d-
for the Cultivation of Science : Vice-President, 'N_athna}.l‘
- Member of the Syndicate and President of fhe_;Bogl’d :
1 Uniy ; President. Indian Science News Assc
) Bengal. He was a Fellow of the
atic Society of Bengal ; Fello )

of Tropical Medicine and :
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In course of his researches in kala-azar

gowed its therapeutic value in the treatinent
metallic antimony 1n a state of fine

poics
Ul LNDRANA'N—I BRANMACHART ‘

Ol‘t}etl:lm{pxu‘efl colloidal metallic antimony and
-[ oy \ i (lelac.q?t.. He was the first to use success-
lut'ratﬁ in the treatment of kala-azar. Ijg Slvll)fl?ll mtravenously and of sodium antimonyl
ghemotl{erapy °1 ‘=111t1111014i111_ compounds in knlatltlnb‘l-;llt::.ltlltonlL\.\’/Tliitjlh‘\-vb win Cl(ﬁl'nli?tliqn Wit‘h t'he
series of papers 11 tl}‘f Indian | ournal of Medical Research and w11icL]1efpl'1 13 tl(l ~“113 sch?swﬁ
qubsequent 111_odeln t1ea1t111?3}t of the disease are well known It is mzlsltne* d't blam:hot ;11
carried out his researches ““in addition to his other heavy oﬁi.cinl and privat‘-cremlegiczl w?)rk.’e’

In the course ‘oi l\lé‘S research he drew attention to a remarkable undiscovered skin mani-
festation 0}: the infection with _Lelslnnama Donovani which was named by him Dermal
Leishmaneoid and which was previously mistaken for leprosy.

His most outstanding work was the discovery of Urea Stibamine (1921), an organic anti-
monial which stands today pre-eminent in the treatment of and campaign against kala-azar and
“has deprived the disease of its terrors.”” This discovery which ‘‘is a striking record of the
value of well controlled research’ is ‘‘a great work in the control of terrible disease.”’
Sir Walter Morley Fletcher, Secretary, Medical Research Council, once remarked during his
visit to Assam, ‘I had the pleasure of seeing the organized use of Dr. Brahmachari’s antimony
compound (urea stibamine) in the treatment of kala-azar, and the great saving of life resulting
from it.”> There is no doubt that Urea Stibamine is one of the most remarkable discoveries that
have been made in tropical medicine during recent years.. From a creative point of view, its
discovery is as great as that of salvarsan and its derivatives by Ehrlich in the treatme'nt of
syphilis. o

Sir Upendranath was the founder of the Brahmachari Research Institute and it is creditable
to him that all his researches after his retirement from service were being carried out with his
OWD private means without any financial aid from outside. After his retirement, he carried
Tesearches in diseases such as kala-azar and malaria, the chc;mm_tr_y and pharmacovlq-gy‘:‘o.f quino-

B¢ compounds, and other subjects.. His papers, after his retirement from servfce in 1
Wmbering 35, have been published in the Transactions of the Royal Society of Tropical Medi
and Hygiene, Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics, Journal Ofdih%% I

M
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Aoum.ll of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, Americ

an Journal of T&opical‘ Mgfl;lc e an.
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or?gi?:lan Journal of Tropical Medicine, and_‘mlml‘mn Mr{d;cgl‘ azetle.™

scientific contributions exceeds 150. f podige

chaDtHlS “Treatise on Kala-azar” is “the, ]
dy °f on kala-azar in Dr. Carl Mense's
i vorld literature in tropical medicine
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