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“ In the Reign of
His Mos'r\(}nmmva Maansty Georer vae Fourtn
UNDER THE A‘L‘BPI\J&B (23]
tHE Rrcar oasLg Wmnm\a PITT A MHERST
(/0% ERAGL GLNERAL OF THT BRITISIL POSSLSSIONS IN [NDI

The Foundation Stone of this Edifice
THE HINDU COLLEGE OF CALCUTTA

was laid by
- Jous Pascav Larxins Esquire
PROVINCTAL GRAND MASTER OF TUE FRATERNITY OF FREE
MASONS JN BENGAL
Amidst the acclamations
OF ALL RANKS OF THE NATIVE POPULATION OF THIS CIT"
IN TUF¥ PRESENCE OF
A Numercus Assombly of the Fraternity
AND OF Tk
PRESIDENT AND MEMBELS OF TIIL COMMITEE OF
General Instruction
On the 25th day of February 1824 and the
Acra of Masonry 5824
,  Which may Gudﬂ prosper
Praxnep sy B. Duxrox LizvrenaNt
BENGAL ENGINEFRS
Constructed bye
Wintax Bury axp Jawes Mackinvosn.”
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s To His Excellency the Right Honorable

“ Lord Ambherst, Governor General in Couucil.
My Lorn ‘

" Humbly rcluctant as the natives of India
are to obtrude upon the notice of Government
the sentiments they entertain bn any public
measure, there are circumstances when silence
would be carrying this respectful feeling to cul-
pabh'exoass. The present rylers of India; coming |
from a distance of many thousand miles to govern
a people whose language, literature, manners,
customs, - and ideas, are almost entirely new and
strange to them, cannot easily become so intimately -
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sequdintéd with their real mumswnces a8 the-
pdtives-of the country are. theraselves™ W‘a should
therefore be guilty of & gross derphct;ou of duty
%o oursclves and afferd our rulers just gro

eomplaint at-our apathy, did we om#% on oecasmns
of Hnportance like the present, to supply them
with such aceurste mfarma.mon as might enable
them to « davise and adopt Imeasures caleulated to.
be beneficial to the country, and thus secod by
our local knowledge and experience their declared
benevolent intentions for its improvement.

“The estabhshment of a new Sanscrit School
in Ca.lcut-ta. evinces the laudable desire of Govern-*
ment to unpm% the patives of India by educa~
tion,—a blessmg‘ for which they must ever be
grateful, and évery well-wisher of the human
race must be® desirous that the efforts, made to
promote it, should be guided by the most enlight-
ened principles so that the streamn of intelligence

, may flow in the most,useful channels. )
“WWhen this seminary of learning was proposed,
* we understood that the Government in England
had *ordered a considerable sum of money to be
Annually devoted to the instruction of its Indian
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subjects. We were filled with sanguine hopes
that thisssum would be laid out in employing
European gentlemen ' of talents and education
to instruct the natives of Intlin in Mathematics,
Natural Philbsophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, and
other useful sclences, which the natives ot Furope
have carried to a degree of perfection that has
raised them above the inbabitants of osher part

“of the world.

* While we looked forward with pleasing hope
tothe dawn of knowledge, thus promised to the

rising generation, our hearts were filled with

3 - » - (’J ..
‘mingled feelings of delight and gratitude, we

already offered up thanks to Providence for inspir-
ing the most generous and enléghtened nations
of the West with the glorious ambition of plant-
ing in Asia the arts and sciences of Modern
Europe.

“We find that the Government are establishing
a Banskrit school under Hindu Pundits to impart
such knowledge as is already current in dgrdia,
This seminary (similar in character to those which
existed in BEurope before the titne of Lord Buacon)

can only be expected to Joad the minds of vouth
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with grammatical niceties and metaphysical dis-
tinctions of: little or no practical use to the posses~
sors or to society. The pupils ivﬂl there acquire
what was known two theusand years ago with the
addition of vain and empty subtlétics since then
pr oduced by ‘speculative men such as is already
commonly taught in all parts of India.
“The Sanserit Ianguagi: so difficult that almost
a life time is necessary for its acquisition s well
known to have been for ages a lamentable check
to the diffusion of know:lcdge, and the learming
concealed under this almost impervious veil, is
far from sufficient to reward the labour of acquir®
ng it. But-m it were thought necessary to per-
petuate this Im’guagc for the'sake of the portion
ok vakable inferination it contains, this might be
much more ‘asily accomplished, by other means
than the establishinent of a new Sanscrit College,
for there have been always and are now numerous
professois of Sanscrit in the different parts of the
country engaged in teaching this language as well
as the other branches of literaturc which are tp
,bes the object df the new seminary. Therefore
their more diligent cultivation, i desirable, would
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be effectdally proomoted, by holding out premiutes
and granting certain allowances to their most
eminent professors, who have already undertaken
on thtir own account to teach them, amnd would
by such rewatds be stimulated to still greater
exertion. :

From these considerations, as the sum set
apart for the instruction of the natives of* India
was invended by the Government in England for
the improvement of its lndian subjects, I beg
leave to state, with due deference to your
Lordship’s exalted situation that if the plan now
waopted be followed, it will completely defeat the
object proposed, since no improviment can be
expected from inducing youg men to consume a
dozen “of years of the most valuhble peribd of
their lives in acquiring the niceties of Baikarana
or Sanskrit Grammar. For instance, in learning
to discuss such points as the following ; khada,
signifying *to eat. khadati he or she or it eats ;
query, whether does khadati taken asa whole
‘conveys the meaning he, she or it eats, or are
separate parts of this n&eaning éonveyed by dise
tinctions of the word. As if in the English lon.
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guage if were asked how much maaning‘-' is -there
‘in the eat and how much in the s? Andis the
‘whole meaning of theivord conveyed by these two .
portions of it d;stmetly or by them taken Jt‘;ﬂy ?
Neither can much improvemént arise from ,
such speeulations as the following which are the
themes suggested by tho Vedanta;—in what
mannor js the the soul absorbed in the Deity ¢ ,
What relation does it bear to the Divine Efence ?
Nor will youths be fitted to be better members of
society by the Vedantid doctrines which teaach
them to believe, that all visible thmgs have no
real existence, that as father; brother, Ee. have®
no actual ent}ﬁy they consequently deserve no
real affection, 4nd therefore th'e sooner we escape
from ¢hem and leave the world the better” Again,
no essential benefit can be derived by the student
of the Mimansa . from knomng what ‘it is that
makos the killer of a goat sinless by pronenncmg :
cerbain paesages of the Vedanta and avhat is the
retd nature and operative influence of passages
of the Vedas, &c. B
»The student 6f the Naya Shastra cannot be
said to have improved his mind after he has



(" ox )

earned fiom it into how many ideal classes théﬂ‘j
>hjects in the wuniverse arc divided and what
speculative relation, the f-mul bears to the body,
:he bdliy to the soul, the ¢ye tb the ear, &ec. ‘

In order to“enable your Lordship to appreciate
the utility of encouraging such imaginary learning’
as above characterized, I beg your Lordship will
be pleased to c‘ompar«a‘ the state of scietce and
literafre in Europe before the time of Lord
Bucon with the progress of knowledge made since
e wrote, o

If ig had heen intended to kvep the British
Bation in ignorance of real knowledge, the Baco-
nian plhilosophy would not have Betn allowed to
displace the system of the schoohnen which was
the best caleulated to perpetuate sgnorance.  ¥u
the same manner the Sanscrit system’ of education
would be the best calculated to keep this country
in darkness if such bad been the policy of the
British legislature. . But as the improvement of
the native population is the object of the Govern-
ment, it will consequently promote a more liberal
and enlightened system of instruction, embracig,
Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Chemiséry,
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_ Anatomy, with other useful sciences, whith may
be accomplished with the sums proposed by
employing a few gentlegien of talents amd learn-
fog educated in Europe and prowdmg a Cdif’
furnished with necessary books, insteuments, and
other apparatus. * .

In representing this subject to your Lordship
T conceive 'mysclf discharging a solemn duty which

d owe to my countrymen and also to that en®yh-
ened sovereign and legislature which have extended

their benevolent care to this distant land, actuated
by a desire to improve the inlabitants, and there-
fore humbly trust yod will excuse the I%erty I
have taken in,\huﬂ expressing my sentiments to
your Lordship.
I have the honor &é™
Rax Monuy Roy.”
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stetREd iy sl e o wiva & g o gfacs’
*ftfz 1 ot stelr aqf arm AFies FATIS 6B
Tfoea, Sy steta fFg 10 713, ¥ st sy
sAfaode fefa f& Ftaw, farw gfies “ecrawl” fm
craTRT fReeT | oy Tk ARl eRmivy @, Bradaty wices
fofaeen fawy Seaseet wiffreT 1 X tadtnd g
muxtfers swirea Bfaenal farrtergz syre fBrew
o1k ffoem Rutmy fopetd sfas fox ere
®/e @ I @ wATy e wifm =t
Mt g6 1 7Y STITe FeTe AUEOTAT SEty
TF, BYT SIEDAT wieg? sl ey =tafs sfm-
feraw 1« faary o¥ Afrer ety 2w fRLe 1
fisfa CnivaTta S AT ofF fgrew & 77
AfrEa (3%, faxey =ger favew, fofF & faay st
atfacss w11 ol @ (el otriedz o Ssaacet
Affrmts (g | Sgi7 o fefa a&n I afarss,
@ o) gl wes S T “Girel” 2l |
Sty BlE HIF GO FPREA WAIIAHTIRT
“Soda and his pupils’ &% (s fan) o fa Stglw
f2oirm el ofs fofami Beew | ftrts Qfady (Qe-
cot7 forew @ Siwtr 7 o fioq AP wike WA



(@a)

rron fhree 4 miwafﬂ‘%f! s or zeNy
Fithr oW gAnifeewl i ereier cgsv(#
GTHCHTRS M7 1D wiferaz feren t

*. o ooy Feratfond anax s sy
fore= 1 witan Sixiy &fs oere gaxzes el
Stein uzh) fapem wre! feger 2y fefar awafing o=
fipen wot wtefd Ffars ofifitewl fofy oom
AT TR @ N AIHCAT AES. FPorTeam
ATt fewry ot farewr | (S wretfetcs Mental
Philosophy srefte. 75y, B2 71Q) Atfee; egls faay
Botrwet farsT | Strty oteeed S wragew
wox fegmds offs wwtety Swy <kAifesr | Ste-
frosts W0 (3T @TRANS o1y *Ifewitet fm.
et | (3% (% ¥Bag & #fFI1T AW e wot
T Bl e, A VAR W qhar Sgatfrs
@, @l BWATS Fhem oW e NrATNLT oty
FATSH | @R wFA (TRAT Of Ty STACes T S
g2 e | foratfres oty oriwts @Ts awdify
sfws o afigife. ot @wed #ns '@f%csf‘s——-

“lerrtfere #fter avo= foad fgaat
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w1 1 fe'x wiffs fetrew @ wafs form | T Svmgers
fewa ugatn wafd wrarn zheele™) @3 armw
ShRiT AP ST Wiety sl St s
=1 I~ fefw afagstw, “My boy you are not trans-
parent” “fely 31518 | W g IRiE 7L ” SrHW <}
cRret o (T 1 fo Sraytary (Y camer QU “oaicas
frats,” o aer afrsw @11 W} (ies fefr
wee @iw fEm RErE «fs ;E® ywet wiarEs |
SiEty w3 f) sfrsirs Statn wueetgETT wIoe
3 %08 g ey WAl @ wFER Srxiw
2y Stasads @3 AISA-FIGIA-FAT ST
T3 |

““ My tountry ! in thy days of glory past

A beateous halo cireled round thy brow,

And worshipped as o deity thou wast ,

‘Whe.e'is that glory, where that ceverence nosw ?

Thy eagle pinion is chained down at last

And grovelling in the lowly dust art thou:

Thy ministrel hath no wreath to weave for thee,

Save‘the sad story of thy misery ! ‘

‘Well—~let me dive into the depths of time

And bring from out the ages that have rolled-

A few small fragments of those wrecks sublirae

Which human eye may never more behold ;.
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-And lef the guerdon of my labour be,
My fallen country ! one kind wish for thee.’
st ertaty | fEal corifen qoy -
<fgs AAS ®1 ; WCW Cofeg B
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@T (3T AtNatE T L4208 BHIAY A0S ACEIS AT
%11 foratfopen Miraia] Steis 3 220 @ “Hiwstes
ST @t gEaifes, el sterfrs 9% gifs
Ffrgfeatfgs 1 stelsl fogavite? faaw 7% Wan
Ty Ffars wifia | foatfonan My wisad &g
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wELTA SlEtw FE5rs WA (RYIEH TAS
=fews g2 5 x ofn fSTairers et 1gs
®y LA Siglr ygrEn eww fcsm‘zf TWHET (TR
wewy wiE fem 1
fStZtfee  atstan Sohtr wretyy wwiwiges
wiay feaby wetate wicsifrs za 1 o foabt wretafy
eI —Rer7 wiere wfzats, et atetz @fs ==-
cxe FICS P (reTl @ Thel sfidn olren fRtg
agEtRA T T Feft @ feal wofart sty
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stetrs fefx e woat m@i%mﬁm
e 3—
~ *“Eantrusted as I gas for sometmm with the
education of youth, peculiarly clrcumstzmcod was
it for me to have made them pert’and ignorant
dogmatists by permitting thtm to know what -
could be said upon only one side of grave ques-
tions? Setting aside the” marrowness of mind
which such a course might have evinced, it mauld
have been injurious to the meontal energies
and acquirements of the‘°y§>ung men themselvese
And (whatever may be said to the contrary) I
- c‘a,n vindicate my procedure by quoting no less .
orthodox an ;mthority than Lord Bacon. «If
& man’’ says th:is philosopher fund no one ever
had awbetter right to pronounce an opinlon upon
such matters shan he) “will beom with certainties,
he shall end in doubts.” This I need scarcaly
observe is always the case with contented igno-
_ rance, When it is roused too late to thought. One
doubt suuvests a,nother and universal scepticism
-is the consequence. I therefore thought it my
duly to acquaints several of the college students
ewith the substance of Hume’s celebrated dialogue
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between* Cleanthes and Philo in which the most:
subtle and refined arguments against theism
are adduced. But I have algo furnished them with
Dr. Reids and Dugald Stewart’s more acute’
replies to Hutne—replies which to this day conti-
nue uorefuted. Thiy is the head and front of my
offending. If the religious opinions of the stu-
Jents have hecome unhinged in consequence of
tho ceurse I have pursued, the fault is not mine,
To produce conviction was not within my power
snd if T am to be ecndemped for the atleism of
gome, let me receive eredit for the theism of others.
- Believe “me, my dear sir, I am too thoroughly
imbued with a deep sense of human ignorance and
of the perpetual vicissitudes of oy}inions to speak
with ecdhfidence even of the mest unimportant
matters. Doubt aund uncertainties bescige us too
closely to adwmit the boldness of doginatism to
enter an enguiring minli, and far be il from me
to say that “this is” and “that 4s not” when, after
most extensive acquaintance s'}‘zc'i’c-h the researches
of scieuce, and after the most daring flights of .
genius, we must confess with gorrow and digap-
pointrﬁent that humility becomes the highest wis~
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dom, for" the highest wisdom assures man of his
ignorance.”

ey WAT AYCF P35 a¥ 7N zﬁaffitm a,
PaY aFot fetwt SR TR 1 Wifw Fare wiaty
e wisir we1g afwr | wiwdtzga  gratoftyty
Statz forsin wfes faair sf2@1- fog s difsats
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TiEiCs 7NS &% TR | od v (7 foi winty
itz el 9zl ater wtol sfaghgTi Ratcs
w1y eI CqHiEiy Iy @, @ AUy oW @R
wratcs fostan 3 7% 7 oy worw Aeew forat
5 8 Aty @8 I IFFHRLas (@ “I never taught
such absurdity.” | “a8%° wAyS @y ¥y w1
2" fofa Siety dl@ @ afag Antd sfagifgeas,
“gigl 237 WY @k s1ps wqlaT o I3 RYS
gifkd «ifx wCS tifagifs @ Twian (qtgta
TH9F @ ITEY, KT 6 (33 AYFetr WIH Aot
F{ET AT, A% @® 73 )y wolarw @wiwtz Tw
75 AAICR ¥ Bty feim efadEwW oWy wtwdy
CENTE AR W35 @ Staty Nk foraify g st
37 B Fa-rsmél-olice 35 Wifa|  Sielg vig-
feea weey dtapltofta iy, fassew ofgs, wiwd-
gy Ao, Feeatsm acwteitets @ atvey
- MRTY etela 1 Steta wicwnl o Stuia v fetgotta
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fe o fefa Stetfrrty =5 wth Ffarsw o Ste1-
fiema @tfs Stxig s Ty f@a, sigy (v Ig S
sRAetRy FeeT qial et ey
“TO THE STUDENTS OF THE HINDU COLLEGE. "
“ Expanding, like the petals of young flowers,
I watch the gentle opening of your minds
And sweet loosening of the spell that binds
Your intellectual enefgics and powers; that stretch
(Like young birds in soft summer hour), .
Their wings to try their strength. O how the winds
_Of circumstance, and fréshening April showers
of early knowledze, and unnumbered kinds
Of new<perceptions shed their influence,
And how you worship Truth’s Omnipotence !
What joyance rains upon me, when 1 see
Fame inthe mirror of futurity
"Weaving the chaplets you are yet ta gain
And then I feel I have not lived in vain.” ,
foraife o =i Awa T2akE 1 Steta giafaciy
ACHT AEATFR TR LRTHCRA |
foraifer 8 AICECAT 21q ™S AN fEgarwa
(%S B LIV 67 &S F37-7917 fgraw, fofw
AP Fw w0 (IS Wifars Wiy FEW HH R

wify (539 TReSA | ¥ “RFOF ATEa” wiew.
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forget every thing of India. but I can never for-
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¥ streads waw a3y giEcs i, e 9
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- feR Steit? I=7eH, “You are a miss.” | ¢¥ 3ia%
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totge frscIn sty nsmfw w147 sfics Sgate
Fats fsfx Yaforml fagas @, “I'am a vegetable
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@ ey D AR I 9w fdwa fores |
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3b80 WO FASTTHA ey FAALS AT | 3b8e €L
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