
To 

Sir , 

No. 

R. :a. Jlamsbotham, Esq ., ll . :S .E ., lLA ., JS . Litt., I.E.S. 

Principal, Presidency Colle&e (Off&) • 

The Secreta1'7, Council ot Post-Qraduate Teachin& in Arts, 

Calcutta UniTersity. 

Dated Calcut~a. ~he 25th January 1929 . 

I baTe the honour to a. cknowledee your letter dated the 22nd 

January 1929 oonveyin& a request for me to reply to the Univer~ity 

Organisation Committee's Q.uestionnai .re. A formal reply ia being 

sent from this Colle&e, but I understand that you wish for my per-
/..e~ 

aonal opinion on certain subjects a.a a University ~r. 

I will t&.ke the questions in the order of their submission. 

l. Yes. 

2(a.) Each Board· should only contain, in my opinion, teachers of 

the actual subject which the Boa.rd control. 

(b) I consider tba.t the course of study in odern History for the· 

E . A. Pass requires modification. I would SUi6'eat three pa.• 

· pers 

Pa.per l -- Indian History 

Pa.per ll-- European History , 1600-1815. 

Pa.pe r 111- General History with special referance t o 
Europe , 1115 - 1920.· 

For the Honours course I would suggest two additional papers , 

/ 

1

Paper lV-- A special period in Indian History . 

/ Paper V -- A special period in European History . 

Paper Vl-- A special period in Greek & ~oman . Eistory . 

Each of. 1/.heae Honours papers to be studied with some refer-

en ce
1 

to the priginal so urcee. 

In each of the Honours papers I suggest that three special 
\ 

subject~ s~ll b~ prescribed, from which candidates would be 
\ 

at liberty to · choose one and tbii. t this list should be open 
' ' \. ' 

to reTi'eion by the Board of History from tiae to time . 

\ 

I 
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I 
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2 {c) . 1ly answer to thie is 1.ncluded in my anewer to (b) . 

(d). I do not think these developments, a outlined , affect 1113 

answer to " • l . 

3 . (a) As a University Lecturer I consider the resent system of 

teaching unsatisfactory . I am not prepared to comment on 

the standard of teaching , but I consider the present system 

of large classes , both in the University and in affiliated 

colleges, most detrimental to efficient teachin& • The class­

e a.re muoh too la.rce and a better system of tutorial teach­

ing in the University classes is urgently needed . 

I am not prepared to say how a satisfactory tutorial system 

could be devised, but, in my opinion, it is ork that should 

be undertaken by the members of the Post-Graduate Teachini 

Department, while the University lectures could be delivered 

under the same system as at present obtains . 

I consider the present standard of examination satiaf'a.ctory, 

but I would sug est that a third class should be introduced 

in Honours, as, in my opi.nion, several second class Honours 

are awarded which do not deserv that distinction , and that 

some questions on Historical Geo&ra.ph;y should be a~ 
....,., feature of all examinations , Pass or Honours, for the . 

• Aand also for the M . A . 

(b) I bave no objection to the present appoint@ent of examiners , 

but I consider that the results of examinations should be 

publiahed more speedily. I also consider that no examiner 

should be permitted to take scripts for examination out of 

India ~,that the fines for lateness should be ri idly en-
1-'- .s-i.f;....,.. 

forced, a.nd that appeals ror exemptionhshould be only ranted 

after scrutiny by the Syndicate . 

4. oo far a my experience in GoTernment Colle ea o, I conside 

that full facility is &iven to teachers for the proper dis­

char&e of their duties. 

~ . (a) . I think that a closer relationahi between the collec~s and 

the Poat- Graduate Department is desirable . 
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5.(b). I consider that it mi ht be desirable, if poeeible, for the 

Post-Graduate Department to co-operate with the· affiliated 

colleges in Calcutta by the use of the Post Graduate Depart-

ment in Pase lectures to preTent at present unduly · lar~e 

classes. I should like to see no classes, Pass or otherwise, 

of the ordinary lecture in History exoeedin~ 40and some -­

system might b appointed, b~ which the combined teachers 

of History in the University. resident in Calcutta. , might "' 

divide the lectures of the under-graduate classes in order 

to produce this result. 

(o). I have no remarks to offer. 

6. I . consider that tl't•••ft Post-Graduate work should be con-

fined to persona in the teaching profession, the only exoep­

t i ons' bein made in the case of occasional lectures by men 

of em.in en ce in their respective subjects. 

11. I do not ooneider the ra.des of pay of Univessity Lecturers 

& Assistant Lecturers o be adequate, nor do I consider that 

the terms of their appointments are satisfactory. At pre-, 

sent the t!niverai ty is not able to offer such satisfaoto.ry 

terms a.s Government, which means that the Univerei ty must \ 

either be content with such men as cannot obtain Governmen t 

appointments and presumably the1·efo r e of interior qualifi­
~~ 

cat i ons to Government officers or else.,. those few .men who 

deliberately place their love for the University before their 

material prospect . This is not a sawisfactory situation for 

the Univer s ity and, in my opinion, it is essential that the 

Post- Gradua t e Lecturers, , ssis ta.nt Lecture l'S and Demonstrat-
e 

ors should be given 1*.e terms at least as attractive as thosE 

offered by the Ben0 a.l Provincial Service. 

I am not prepared to say how this can be done, but the pre-

sent system places the University at a great dieadTantage in 

obtaining the services of scholars. Ser ice in the Univer*i-

ty as a Lecturer should rightly be more attractive tha.n 

service in any colle e and such a.n appointment should be 



• 

be regarded ae a prize only open to men of exceptional attainments . 

l '7. Corporate life among tbe Post- Graduate students 1 s a. matter of 

considerable difficulty in Calcutta, because there is no Uniyersity 

quarter in which students, teachers and Professors live grouped 

round the University buildings . The same problem exists in London 

University and _I sueaest that the time bas arrived to consider whe­
ther the Calo.utta University shall not follow the example of the 

Ran1oon Univer s ity and transfer its environment into a more academic 

situation where students and Professors can come in closer contact 

social ly with eaoh other. A most satisfactory result is bein& ob­

tained in .Rangoon from this readjustment of the environment of teach• 

era and stud en ~s. 

Pl?ysical instruction. 

In the matter of pbJsical instruction I consider that tbe 
I 

University can undertake no direct control. This is the work of 

colle ges and the Post-Graduate students have r eached an age in which 

they must be permitted to be judges of what they consider necessary . 

At the same time the Unive r sity would do well to enceurage a. period­

ical medical examination for the purpose of advisina students • .J~ · 
~ 1~,.: ~1 ·~ ~,{ ~ 1-L~~-fa-- ·~ ~~ ,,(~· : 
0w ({- -~ ~ ~Jv""~~-~ ~"" , /./~lu _ . 

I have the honoour to be, 

Sir , 

Your most obedient servant , 

/J ,/ 11 i. 
!WV\ 1/7 

· Principal,Presidency Colle&e• 

\ 

\ 
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