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0 ,  3 d L f 25fJa August 30

My dear Gordon,

I  am very anxious to get back to nomial conditions 

and I laaye some reason to be lieve that tbe B» P • S« A. are f ind— 

ing i t  d i f f i c u l t  to keep up picketing and would be glad to stop 

i f  they could find an excuse. In fac t ,  I have information which 

leads me to think that I f  a l l  the police were withdrawn, picket­

ing would cease a f te r  perhaps a couple of days’ not very serious  

annoyance.

I have decided to try the experiment,and the soon-
t

er the bette r .  Would you, therefore, kindly withdraw a l l  the 

police without exception, both from indide and outside the com­

pound, a fte r  today, Mondayf I  should pr^^fer not even to have a 

sergeant with a motor b icycle  in sight, as I do not wish to give 

the picketei’S any excuse f o r  asserting tliat the College is  s t i l l  

guarded.

Another point: The picketing ordinance is  in force

and i t  may be, i f  there i s  some confusion near the College gate, 

the police may think i t  necessary to interfere  on their  own ac-  > 

count. I should be grate fu l ,  however, i f  a b l ind eye could be 

turned to this fo r  a couple of days, unless there sho’̂ d  be a 

real  disturbance.

Yours sincerely,

A. D. Gordon, 3sq.

Dy. Commissioner of Po lice ,  

northern Division. \'
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Conf Idant-ial

From

To

J. R. Bai-rov, Saq., H. A . ,  I .  3. S.

Ofi’t;. Prii-'oipal, Prf’.side-ocy Colle;je.

The Dii’octor oT ‘Public Inetructlon, Bengal.

3ir,

Dated Calcutta, the 26th September 1930.
2.U''

V'ith reTcrence to your confidential c ircu lar  No. 31 C 

dated 21ct Aua-^st 1930, 1 nave the honour to say tliat fo r  a

part of the period under review i .  e. the quarter ending o lst  

August 1930 dai ly  repcri.s v;era submitted to you regarding the condi­

tion of a f f a i r s  in this College together -fith statan-'int of attend­

ance.

2 . I may now b r i e f l y  suimnarise the events of July and August :

The College opened i mediately a f te r  the arrest  of the 

Nahrus, father and son. For the f i r s t  fortnight of July nothing ^  

interest toou place, though the CommisBioner of Police had on 

own in it ia t iv e  stationed a European sergeai.t with a motor Dicycl- 

in the neighbourhoou of the Go.;.lege. I be lieve  that the pres^ 

of this sergeant wit., i t s  tacit  threat of police in te r fere^nce 

ed fo r  a time as a oletei'rer.t. About the miudle oi vuly, howevei, . 

the associutioiis that wei'e trying to stop a l l  educational work, 

possibly excited by their easy victory over the University in the 

matter of the Law exarainations, decideo. to turn i h ' i r  attention to 

the Presidency College. H. 3. the Governoi’ gave s t r ic t  oi'ders 

that the Colleg'e was on no account to be closed so long as any stu­

dent desired to attend, and la id  i t  down that, i f  the P r in c ip a l■ con­

sidered that he could not deal with picketers without police a s s i s t ­

ance, he must take advantage of such as8isi>anoe and give tiie police  

a free hand. Accordingly, for about 6 weeks from ihe middle of 

July to the end of August the College was guarded by police^and 

except on a few occasions whexi sorae special event occurred to
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Gonfidenxlal

From

To

J. R. Barro'v;, Saq., A . ,  I .  3. S.

Cfifc;. Prii :cipal,  Prf’.side.ocy Golley,e.

The Dix’Octor of "Public Instruction, Bengal.

Sir ,

Dated Calcutta, the 26th September 1930,
2.U

v/ith rel’eronce to your confidential c ircu lar  No. 31 C 

dated the 21ct Au^-^st 1-j30, I nave the honour to say tiiat fo r  a 

large p£>.rt of ihe period under review x. e. the quarter ending o ls t  

August 1930 dai ly  reycris were submitted to you regarding the condi- 

tion of a f f a i r s  in this College together ;'fith statement of a^-tend- 

ance.

2 . I may now b r i e f l y  suimnarise the events of July and August !

The College opened i mediately a f te r  the arrest of the 

Nahrus, father and son. For the f i r s t  fortnight of duly nothing 

Interest tooji place, though the Coimaissioner of Police had on 

oi/vn in i t ia t iv e  stationed a European sergeant with a motor dicycl#  

in the neighbourhood of the College. I be lieve  that the presence 

of this sergeant Nvitj. i t s  tacit  threat of police in cerf ere^nce act­

ed for  a time as a oTeterrer.t. /lout the middle oi tuly, however, 

the associations that were trying to stop a l l  educational work, 

possibly excited by their easy victory over bhe University in the 

ioatter of the Law exaiainations, clecidec. to turn their a<ttention to 

tho Presidency College. H. 3. the Governor gave s t r ic t  orders 

that the College was on no account to be closed so long as any stu­

dent desired to attend and la id  i t  down that, i f  the Principal con­

sidered that he could not deal with picketers without police a s s i s t ­

ance, he must take advantage of such assisoanoe and give the police  

a free hand. Accordingly, for  about 6 weeks from the middle of 

July to the end of August the College >vas guarded by police^ and 

except on a few occasions when some special event occurred to
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to axcite the stuaeijUf,wox'xc proceeded steadily with nonaal attend­

ance. Our most d i f f i c u l t  weou was froia the 14th to the 19th Jury. 

From the experiences of that weax i t  oecame avident that the entry 

01 the police into the Collette to remove or arrest  pici^eters caus­

ed violent exciteinant amonjj the students. This raised a d i f f i c u l t  

lirobiem, since the students would not l i f t  a iniiier to asoert  

their own freedom of action or to remove picxetors themselves.

Xliey did net, however, resent- the removal of piciceters bŷ  the 

s t a f f ,  obvic-.sly the s ta f f  could onlo be eaxied upon to remove 

p icket3rs in very oxoeptiouai cases. T’A*' extraordi.iary position  

was thus created that t.he merest handful of 5 or 4 pic.^etei'S 

enterine the ColleKS could disorhe-nise me worx oi U.e .vzxole 

place, and tied the tactics of the pickeoers been .lore s x i l fu l ,  

they could liavs caused us in f in ite ly  more trouble tiian -hey ac­

tually did. Generally speaxinfc, hooev^’r, their l ine oi action 

was shown by the end of the 'week mentioned. £-.cept on 2 or 3 sub­

sequent occasions when umail t;roups of prcx^ciers matie '-hoir 

in, they confined theiaseives to seno n;; Vatohos oi cauyai-j;rahio 

prostrate themseivec at uhe mum gate ana court arrest  bj  ̂ the 

police without reemtui.ee. On the f i r s t  occasion on#iich this  

vfiiB done, the 16th July, the police used their caries ant a v io ­

lent commotion was excited inside the College. Subsequently Sit 

policS^ordeit^ijtiot to use force on satyagrahls who merely courted 

arrest and the arrest of tuese batches which proceeded dai ly  

vary soon los t  its  novelty and attracted no attention. At f i r s t  

as many as 7 or 8 batches catie to be arrested da i ly .  Tows,ids the 

end of August the supply eviuently diminished and only 1 or 2

batches arrived on each day.

From the beginning of Augast^ following a ssr ■ cue d i s ­

turbance vdiich lit.d resulted f i ’om the arrest  of 3 pic-.eters inside  

the College^I considered i t  necessary to take stringent measures 

to prevent, i f  possible, the entry of any outsiders into -he 

College. This task was rendered part icu lar ly  d i f f i c u l t  by the 

large nifibers in the College, the fact that the session nad re ­

cently begun aiid the faces of many students s t i l l  unfa-
i
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to 3xcite the stuaeijtf,woric proceeded steadily  with rionaal attend­

ance. Our most d i f f i c u l t  wee.x was from the 14th to the 19th July. 

Prom the experiences of that weex i t  oecaiue evident ciiat the entry 

j:' the police into the GollSoe to remove or arrest  picketers caus­

ed violent excite>;.ent amont; the students. I'his raised a d i f f i c u l t  

Xirohiem, since the students would not l i f t  a finijer to assert  

their own freedom of action or to remove picxeters ohemselves•

They did net, hu.%ever, resent the removal of picketers by; the 

s t a f f ,  dbvio-^sly the s ta f f  could onlj be called upon to .remove 

p icket3rs in very exoeptiouai casec. extraordinary position

was thus created tliat rhe merest handful oi 3 or 4 pic*>.et3i'3 

entering the College could disorganise n»e wor-< oi tliC whole 

place, and Ined the tac i ics  of the pickeoers been more sw i l fu l ,  

they could have caused us in f in ite ly  more trouble tlian whey ac­

tually did. Generally speaxing, ho'..ev’r, their l ine of action 

was shown by the end of the 'week mentioned. apt on 2 or 3 sub­

sequent occasions v;Len small groups of piCxwOi,ors made thoir way 

in, they confined themselves to sent ng Vatches ol saw.yagrahio to 

prostrara themselves at the ';iiu.n gate and court a i re s t  b3'' the 

police w'ithout resistance. On the f i r s t  occasion onvhich this  

vftis done, the 16th July, the police used their caries and a v io ­

lent commotion was excited inside the College. Subsequently S x  

polic^ordeiX(|iiot to use force on satyagrahls who merely courted 

arrest^and the arrest of these batcViea which proceedad dai ly  

very soon los t  its  novelty and attracted no attention. At f i r s t  

as many as 7 or 8 batches can'iS to be arrested dai ly .  Towards the 

end of August Vne supply evxuently diminished and only 1 or 2 

batches arrived on each day.

Prom the beginning; of August^ follovvinn a ser 'ouc d i s ­

turbance which iie-d resulted from the axToat of 3 pici.eters inside  

the College^I considered i t  necessary to take stringent measures 

to prevent, i f  possible, the entx’y of any outsiders into he 

College. This task was ren-erecl part icu lar ly  d i f f i c u l t  by the 

large nurtbers in the College, the fact that the session ^md re ­

cently begun axid the faces of many students s t i l l  unfa-
■/ f



unfamiliax’ ^and the d i f f i c u l t y  of i is t ingu iah ing  picis.et*»rs from

our students by their  drscisca or ^onerai appearance. Ai^. the 

gates were closed extcapt one of the co l laps ib le  gates in the

laboratory^ and a n’oraber of professors taok thair svations in­

side in order to scrutinise those who entex'ad. The arrange­

ments wore apparQiii.ly oucconolul, since *ve ware not troubled 

by the onury O'̂  any furthor batches cf p icLatars. They entailed  

a gr'iat deal o:' wearisome work fo r  the professors, most oi whom 

very cheerfu l l3’’ undertoci this addition to oheir ordinary l a ­

bours. 1 woul'  ̂ yoccial.ly jaontion tho foiio»»'ing fo r  the un­

wearying help which uhey have gi-/en me thioughout ths sGosion :

A r . H. K. hansrji

Mr . S . G. ilaj umdar

itei H. 0. De Jiaixadur

ill*. J3. K. Sen

Mr. K, S. Ghakravarty

Mr. D. K. Majwudar
-I'

Mr. C. C. Bhattacherji

Hr. K. C. Cjiar.ravarty and

Mr. A. -hoitre.

Special mention should a lso be mads of hr. D. Chattoraj who 

with his assistants, kr.  S. C. Sen of the Physiology Depart­

ment and Mr. S. C. Sen, the Physical ‘nstructor, went through 

a period of great and continuous strain and was very successful  

in keeping the 'iostel quiet,
%

1 have not mxntionad the heaas of the Science .Depai'taents, but 

i t  was liardly possible fo r  them to give mo so much of their  

personal help as other meubers of the s t a f f ,  since thoy had 

theix* laboratories to attend to.

The oxtra work entailed by uh'  ̂ abnormal condit one a lso  f e l l  

re heavily on certain menfoere of the M in ister ia l  s t a f f ,  In 

particu lar ,  Babu Rararanjan Hajtuudar, the Steward, was extremely 

hard-worked and did his work very w e l l .  The Head Clerk and



and Haulvi Abdixl Lat^f, the Record Clerk, a lso deserve mention.

At the eiTC. of AUi?ust the police were dispensed with.

I have the honour to he. 

Sir ,

Yoxxr most obedient servant,

■V'
.1 1

Principal,  Prcoidencj-y CollCt^s


