
/ 2 8 th  Ju ly 30

I have had a  mimber o f t a l k s  w ith  you on th e  
s i t u a t i o n  and have more th a n  once p u t b e fo re  you a su g g e s tio n  
which I should  l i k e  now to  p u t on p ap e r, as a p o s s ib le  way of 
t i d in g  over p a r t  o f th e  p e r io d  betw een t h i s  and the  P u jah  H o li ­
d a y s . I t  i s  a su g g e s tio n  w hich, in  my o p in io n , ought to  be con­
s id e re d  i f  any co n fe ren c e  i s  h e ld  by H. B. w ith  the r e p r e s e n ta ­
t iv e s  of th e  D epartm ent, th e  U n iv e rs i ty  and the  C o lle g e s . L e t 
me say f i r s t  t h a t  I  am f u l l y  in  sympathy w ith  H. E . ’ s a tte m p t to  
r e s i s t  p ic k e t in g  by means of the p o l ic e ,  b u t I am lo o k in g  f o r  th e  
moment a t  th e  g e n e ra l s i t u a t i o n .  I t  seems to  me t i ia t  th e  p r e s e n t  
c o n d itio n  o f a f f a i r s  canno t be a llow ed  to  co n tin u e  f o r  a n o th e r  
e ig h t  weeks)and y e t  I  see  no s ig n  of any change, n o r i s  th e re  
a n y th in g  to  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  V ic e -C h a n c e llo r  does n o t in te n d  to  
d rag  on f o r  two months m ore, a s  he has been d rag g in g  on f o r  th e  
l a s t  m onth. W ith th e  ex c e p tio n  of S t .  X a v ie rs  th e  p r iv a te  c o l ­
le g e s  a r e ,  to  a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u rp o ses , c lo se d ^ o r  th ey  a r e  a t ­
tem p ting  to  work under c o n d it io n s  which make u s e f u l  work im­
p o s s ib le .  The same a p p l ie s  to  the P o s t-g ra d u a te  c l a s s e s .  I  
b e l i e v e  they  are q u i te  d e s e r te d .  Here m a t te r s  a r e  b e t t e r ,  b u t  I  
n ev e r know from  one day to  the n e x t what new d e v ic e  w i l l  be 
ad o p ted ,an d  I  have had such co n v in c in g  p ro o fs  of th e  ea se  w ith  
w hich th e  s tu d e n ts  of t h i s  C o lleg e  a llo w  t h e i r  em otions to  b e  
p lay ed  on, th a t  I  reg a rd  th e  s i t u a t io n  a s  a n y th in g  b u t  s a t i s ­
f a c to r y .

The su g g e s tio n  i s ,  t h e .e f o r e ,  th a t  p a r t  of the 
P u ja h  H o lid ay s in s te a d  of b e in g  ta x ie d  on to  th e  P u jah s  p ro p e r 
shou ld  be p la c e d  ^  f r o n t  of them , so t h a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  and

[fJth e  c o lle g e s  m ight be c lo se d  e i t h e r  d u r in g  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  ofA
A ugust, reopen ag a in  f o r  a  few weeks in  Septem ber when th in g s



th in g s  may have ^bnproved and c lo s e ^ /w ith  o th e r  Government
o f f i c e s  f o r  th e  12 days of th e  P u jah s  p ro p e r  i .  e . I  u n d e r-

(l)s tan d  from th e  2 7 th  Septem ber to  th e  8 th  o f O cto ber, o r^ c lo se
from ab o u t th e  b e g in n in g  of Septem ber to  th e  8 th  of O ctober 
which a t  l e a s t  would make th e  p e r io d  ahead of us l e s s  im p o ss ib lj
lo n g .

I f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  and the  p r iv a te  c o l le g e s  ad op ted  
‘t h i s  programme, we presum ably  should  fo l lo w  s u i t ,  s in c e  such  
a la rg e  p ro p o r t io n  of our s t a f f  a re  p o s t  g ra d u a te  l e c t u r e r s  
and we ca n n o t, t h e r e f o r e ,  have an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  prograimae 
of h o lid a y s  from  th e  U n iv e r s i ty .  M oreover, we should  be p lac ed  
in  an im p o ss ib le  p o s i t io n  i f  we were l e f t  h ig h  and d ry  w ith
a l l  th e  o th e r  c o l le g e s  c lo s e d .

I t  may be o b je c te d  t h a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  and th e  p r i ­
v a te  c o l le g e s  w i l l  th u s  be  a d m itt in g  d e f e a t ,  b u t  everybody 
knows t h a t  th ey  have been d e fe a te d  and have p u t up no r e s i s t ­
ance and th e r e f o r e  I  do n o t see  any harm in  a d m itt in g  i t .  At 
th e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s c o n fe re n c e , 2 o r 3 weeks a^o , i t  v/as ag reed  
t h a t  th e  c o l le g e s  shou ld  t r y  to  c a r ry  on, b u t no s e r io u s  a t ­
tem pt has been made by m ost of them to  do so and i t  seems to  
me h ig h  tim e t h a t  t h a t  d e c is io n  was re c o n s id e re d . I  u n d e r­
s tan d  th e  c o l  eges as  e l l  a s  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  g e t c o n s id e ra b le  
g r a n ts  from  Government and Government th e r e f o r e  may f a i r l y
c la im  to  have a  say in  t h e i r  a rra n g em en ts .

Yours s in c e r e ly ,

H. S . S ta p le to n ,  E sq ., M .A., B .Sc.(O xon) 
D, P . I .  B en g a l.



J>fo
Gonfident ia l Galcut̂ :̂ '. July 28th

My d«ar Dash,
I send herewith copy of a le tter  just received 

from Barrow giving his views on a proposal that he has, 2 or 
3 times, urged should be one of the subjects of a ^onfarance 
between the leading officers of the Education Department and 
the University, the in feren ce i t  xS suggested being presided 
over Jjy His Excellency. Barrow points out that instead of 
taking active steps to combat the picketing, the private co l­
leges have cone nothing to implement their resolution to keep 
open and suggests that th is period of stress should be short­
ened by îrr?Anging that the colleges and University should 
c lo s8 |e .g . a month earlier this year  ̂ and open possibly on 
October 9th.
2. One d ifficu lty  is that we do not know when th is trouble 
is  going to cease: picketing jsiay stop .‘iny time  ̂ fc»g» Dr.Bridge 
of St.Paul’s College (which has probably suffered more than 
any other College) has just reported to ms by^phone that there 
is not a single picketer at his place to-day and that classes  
are again fu ll  and work going on normailj. If this is  going
to be the case generally, it  is  obviously no use making any 
proposal to close earlier than usual,
3. A further matter for consideration is who is  to be the 
Vice Ohanceilor after August 6th. If it  is Dr. Urciuliart, no 
change in policy against picketers can be expected ana possibly 
he would be glad to acq^uiasce in Barrow’s suggestion: but i f  
there is  a change in the Vice Chancellor, t-here may also be -  
as there should be -  a change in University policy^ and active 
steps taken^e.g. by d isc ip lin a r^ en a lties , to bring the stud­
ents back to work.
4. In any case, i f  there is a change in the Vice Chancellor­

ship the new Vice.Ohanceilor would also probably wê corae the



1 !

V. idea of a Conference as suggested, before he takes steps to 
convene another meeting of Principals and I would therefore 
suggest th a t î f  H.M. agrees, copy of Barrow^s letter  and 
this one of mins may be submitted to His H^.cellencj and the 
proposal for a £onfer>.,nce endorseu.

Yours sincerely,

H. S. Stapleton

A* J» Dash* jjSc •, Siisx*, I«G»o*
Secretary, Education Department.

Memo Ho. U ik ^

Copy forwarded to Mr. J.R.Barrow for information with 
reference to his D.0.No.2o5(0on) dated the 26th July 1930.

Calcutta Director of Public Instruction,July 2dth 1930. Bengal.


