
'  Prom 
To

No.icnj------
The Director of PuWic Inst m otion, Bengal,
J . R. Barrow, Dsq.., M.A.,Principal, Presidency Oolite*  ̂ aOalcatta, the July 1930.S ir , I have the honour to invite a reference to th is office c ircu lar 

No..^, dated 12th July 1930, on the subject of your considered opinion 
on tne Uesirability of iji^josirg on absentee students fines at an in?- 
creased ra te  whenever no satisfactory reason is  adduced fo r  absence 
during a harta l, picketing or strike and to submit your reply without 
fu rther delay.

Kindly tre a t th is  matter as very urgait.



COrII'’ IDENTIAL.

From

To

C i r c u l a r  No. 2J4..

The D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  B e n g a l ,

A l l  I n s p e c t o r s  o f  S c h o o l s ;  I n s p e c t r e s s e s  o f
S c h o o l s ;  P r i n c i p a l s  o f  G-overnment A r t s  and. 
T r a in i n g  C o l l e g e s ;  P r i n c i p a l ,  Ben gal'""  
E n g i n e e r in g  C o l l e g e ;  P r i n c i p a l ,  A h s a n u l la h  
S c h o o l  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  D a c c a ;  P r i n c i p a l ,  
Governm ent S c h o o l  o f  A r t ;  P r i n c i p a l ,  
Government Com m ercial I n s t i t u t e ;  P r i n c i p a l s ,  
C a l c u t t a  and C h it ta g o n g  M ad rasah s and 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  H ooghly  M ad rasah .

C a l c u t t a ,  th e  1 2 t h  J u l y ,  1 9 5 ®

.1̂

S i r
, Madam,I I  h ave  the  honour to  s t a t e  t h a t  i n  v ie w  o f  th e

f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s t r i k e s  h a r t a l s  and p ie f e o t t in g  i n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  an  e n q u i r y  h a s  b e e n  made a s  to  

w h e th e r  th e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  due to  p o l i t i c a l  

e x c i t e m e n t  l e v i e d  on s t u d e n t s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e t e r r e n t .  

I  h av e  t h e r e f o r e  to  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you  w i l l  bo so  good a s  

to  f u r n i s h  t h i s  o f f i c e  a t  a v e r y  e a r l y  d a t e  w i t h  y o u r  

c o n s id e r e d  o p in io n  on th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  im p o s in g  on 

a b s e n t 00. s t u d e n t s  f i n e s  a t  an i n c r e a s e d  r a t e  w h en ever  

no s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e a s o n  i s  adduced  f o r  a b se n c e  d u r in g  a 

h a r t a l ,  p l c k o t t l n g  o r  s t r i k e .  S u g g e s t i o n s  a r e  i n v i t e d  

as  to  th e  amount o f  f i n e ,  i f  i t  I s  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  an 

i n c r e a s e  i s  d e s i r a b l e .

I  h ave  the honoirr to  b o .
S i r .
Madam,

Y ou r m ost o b e d ie n t  s e r v a n t ,

I I . E .  S t a p l e t o n ,

D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  

B e n g a l  ( O f f g : ) .

B.  1 2 . 7 . 3 0



! i
r  •

C o n f id e n tia l N o .1739 (Con.)

From
J .  R. Barrow, E s q .,  M.A., I .S .S .

O ffg . P r i n c i p a l ,  P re s id e n c y  C o lle g e .
To

R. W olfenden, E sq ., M .B .E ., M .Sc.
A s s i s ta n t  D ire c to r  of P u b lic  I n s t r u c t io n ,  Ben a l ,

D ated C a lc u t ta ,  th e  2 8 th  J u ly  1930.
S i r ,

W ith re fe re n c e  to  yo u r c o n f id e n t i a l  c i r c u l a r  No. 24 da ted  
th e’ 1 2 th  J u ly  1930 and su b seq u en t rem inder re g a rd in g  th e  le v y in g  of 
f in e s  f o r  absence d u rin g  s t r i k e s ,  h a r t a l s ,  e t c . ,  I  have th e  honour 
to  say t h a t  o c c a s io n a l ab sence  f o r  t r i v i a l  cau ses  has n ev e r been 
reg a rd ed  as  much of an o ffe n c e  in  B en g a l. I t  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  ;i^ueual 
in  sch o o ls  to  deraand a f i n e  of two annas ; in  t h i s  C o lle g e , a t  any
r a te ,n o  f in e  i s  o r d in a r i l y  e x a c te d . Hence s tu d e n ts  have form ed ath eh a b i t  of s ta y in g  away l i g h t l y  and t h i s  makes X ta s k  o f th o se  who
w ish to  o rg a n ise  h a r t a l s  co m p a ra tiv e ly  e a sy . I t  v/ould be a le n g th y  b u s in e s s  to  t r y  and h i t e r  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n .The e x is t in g  f i n e s ,  where f i n e s  e x i s t , a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t
d e te r r e n t ,  b u t th e re  a re  obvious d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  th e  way of in -

\c re a s in g  them by r u le ,  s in c e  a good d e a l  of v io le n c e  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  
employed by p ic k e te r s  and i t  would be u n f a i r  to  p e n a l is e  sm a ll boys 
f o r  f a i l u r e  to  a t te n d ,  when p o s s ib ly  th ey  were a f r a id  of b e in g  
m o le s te d . Of c o u rse , th e  problem  would be so lv ed  i f  th e  g e n e ra l  
s tu d e n t  p o p u la tio n  vere  read y  to  i n s i s t  on i t s  r i g h t  to  freedom  o f 
a c t io n ,  b u t  i t  i s  no use  hoping f o r  to o  much. I  th in k  t h a t  th e  
In specto r^of|^S chools, o r th e  H eadm asters in  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  t h e i r  
Managing C om m ittees, o r th e  P r in c ip a l s  o f C o lleg es  m ust be l e f t  to
i n f l i c t  s p e c ia l  f in e s  on s p e c ia l  o c c a s io n s  as  they th in k  f i t .I have th e  honour to  b e .S i r ,Your most] o b e d ie n t s e rv a n t .

P r in c ip a l l lg g e .



CONFIDENTIAL.

No. 706 T. Misc., dated Darjeeling, the 27th June 1930.
Menuo hy—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Education 

Department.
Minister-in-charge : Hon'ble Mr. K. Nazimuddin, C. I. E.

foi'warded to the Director of Buhlic Instruction, Bengal, for information and for communication to the officers subordinate to him.

Nos. 604-05 P.S.—D., dated Darjeeling, the 25th June 1930.
Memo, by—The Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Bolitmal Department.
Copy forwarded to the Insi>ector-General of Police, Bengal, and the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, for information and necessary action and for communication to the officers subordinate to him.

No.s. 606-20 P.S.—D., dated Darjeeling, the 25th June 1930.
Copy forwarded to all departments of Government for information and for coniinunicatiou to the heads subordinate to them.

No.s. 599-603 P.S.—D., dated Darjeeling, the 25th June 1930. 
I.'ioni—W. S. H oi’Kyn.s , E so., c .i .e ., o.u.e ., i .c .s . .  Chief Secretary 

to the Government of Bengal,
To_All Commissioners of Divisions.

I am directed to address you on the subject of the conduct of Governmei t semants in relation to the present civil disobedience Lrovernmciu sei . „,nvements These movements are politicalmovenien and its subversion of Government

ffi, or give any support to, the pi’esent civil disobedience movemen. 
or' its allied uiovemepts.



OIROIJLAE No. 19.
Copy forwarded to all lusjrectors of Schools (including the Inspector of Euroi>ean Schools, Bengal); Inspectresses of Girls’ Schools; Principals of all Government Colleges (including the Teachers’ Training College, Dacca, and the David Hare Training College, Calcutta) ; the Principal, Bengal Engineering CPllege; the Principals, Ahshanullah School of Engineering and Eden High Sch(K>l for Girls, Dacca; the Princi|xils, Government Commercial Institute and -Government School of Art, Calcutta; the Principals, Calcutta and Chittagong Madrasahs; the Superintendent, Hooghly Madrasah; the Sui)erintendent, Reformatory and Industrial Schools, Alipore; and the Librarian, Bengal Library, for information and guidance and for communication to officers subordinate to them.

H. E. STAPLETON,
Director of Public liistruction, Bengal (offg.).

Calcutta,
The 30th June 1930

B. G. Press—1930-3X— 225X—3,000.



2. But apart from this general prohibition Government servants must realise that the exhibition of any sympathy with such movements is entirely incompatible with their duty as Government servants. Instances have occurred recently which make it clear that this has not been recognised by some Government servants, and I am directed to draw your attention to certain matters in this connection.
3. I t should be impressed upon Government servants of all ranks that attendance at political meetings in supi»rt of the civil disobedience movement or its allied movements is incompatible with their position as Government seiwants, whether their attendance is that of active participators in the conduct of the meeting or as spectators.the latter case, even if attendance is due to innocent curiosity and not for the pui]>rse of showing an active sympathy with the promoters of the meeting and with their policy, the presence of Government servants at such meetings is apt to be misunderstood.
4. Government servants of all grades must also recognise that the wearing of the tri-coloured swaraj emblem in any shape or form is incompatible with their position as servants of Government established bv' law in British India and is forbidden. For these are the emblems of a movement whose object is the subversion of the Government which they serve and* indicate their sympathy with that movement.
5. The attention of all Goveniment servants should also be drawn to the fact that they are held responsible for not only their own conduct, but also for that of their family and dep»endants. This responsibility has become all the more seiious since the Oongress and its allied as.«ociations have adopted the policy of using women picketers, and instances have come to the notice of Government where wives and daughters and other female relatives of Govremment servants have taken a prominent part in such picketing. Informiition has also been received of objectionable conduct by the sons and other male dependants of Government servants, and I am to request you to impress up»on all Government servants that they will be held responsible if cases of misconduct by their family or dependants come to the notice of Goverameiit. It is the duty of every Government servant to see that those dejjendant upon him do nothing incompatible with his position as a loyal employee of the Government in whose service he is.
6. Steps should be taken to bring to the notice of all Government seiwants their responsibility in these and other respects and they should be warnerl that if they disregard the orders they will render themselves liable to disciplinary proceedings. The officers in charge of departments should be directed to take immediate action against any Government servant whose Conduct contravenes these orders, and they .should have no hesitation in suspending such Government servants pending formal proceedings against them, should such a step appear to them to be desirable.

Government of India have requested that immediate information shall lie sent them of instances of contravention of these orders on the part of any public .servant employed under the Central (Tovernment. Should any instance of such misconduct come ^®^rict Officer or of yourself, immediate steps Jould be taken to report the facts to this Government so that the matter may be at once brought to the notice of the Government of


