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from establishing new seminaries at places
where they are required, while it is impossi-
ble for them to exercise the same care in the
selection of such a multitude of books as each
Lvcal Committes would be able to do, it it
provided for its own wants. We hope, there-
fore, that the society of each station will an-
nually open a subscription for the purchase
of the necessary books and stationery, and
those who arc disposed to make more exten-
sive donations, may apply themn with advan-
taze to the purchase of maps, globes, orreries
and other scientific apparatus, or in building
or purchasing houses for the use of the semi-
nary or for the residence of the masters or pro-
fessors, who ought, wherever it is practicable,
to reside on the spot. It will be observed that
the proper application of all such donations
may be looked to by the donors thewmselves.

HENDU COLLEGE ESSAY.

On Printing.

Topicserve from oblivion the relizious ceremonies
laws amd renowued actions of sages and heroes, man-
il inthe privative ages of the world, had recourse to
tetre. The <imple and crude laws of the early inha-
bitants of ancient Greece were set to music and chaunted
1 tairs and other public places in times of festivity and
merient,  But experience taught our barbarian an-
cestors that oral tradition could hardly be credited after
the lapse of a few centuries, So many and so extrava-
gant were the errors that crept into unrecorded but genu-
me listory, that a more lasting monument of their ex-
Plots was deemed requisite.  Amongst the variety of
ebjects with which men are surrounded, it is natural
it those should be selected, whichare comparatively
sxaling of an unperishable nature. The decrees of
&Jlau,(heh.ws of the 12 tables, contracts, wills, epi-
Hpls, treaties and conventions were all engraved on
foce, metal or wood. Before the invention of the
h“.‘n," Art of Printing, as it has been emphatically
tlle], men were absorbed in the grossest supcrﬂi'ioni-
Aifzed aad Charlemague, by erecting schools and endow-
nzinonasteries, hal shed only a temporary lustre over
the intediectual horizon of Furope. The ‘monks beiny
tie only insiructors of youth, the communication of
faowlize was very slow and tmpertect. Incredible
leseads, unedifying homilies and tiite expositions of the
¥npture were the only learning of that dark period.
Tae contracted ideas of the monks, their outward ans-
tenty, their relisious apinions, theirdepraved morals, ren-
de el the communication of knowledge in their hands
sttsily unfit.  Science degencrated into barbarons
!:'pi‘_buy and zenius remained mute and inglorious in
e tervour of theolagical controversy.  Learning was
tWouzhit incompatible with primitive simplicity and
geuvine piety, the ancient poets were reprcsenled as
$eincers to the path of destruction.  Virgil wasa pimp
ofhell, Ovid a lecherous fiend, and Cicero a foolish
declaiwer.  But the human soul was soon roused to
exertion by the instruction of some enlightencd Arabs,
~ho were then the preceptors of Europe. A more libe-
ral way of thinking ~ was introduced, a taste for ancient
lterature revived, more useful branches of science were
t2uzht, and the minds of men were prepared to appre-
aate the advantage of an invention thatsoon followed.
Priating wasinvented in the middle of the 15th century
and in the course of a hundred vears attained its noon-
day splendour. This wonderful invention wasat first
o arade and simple nature, consisting of whole pages
carved on blocks of wood or marble, The formation of

moveable type was a grand step towards its present im-
proved state. The Clergy, finding it inimical to their
interests, hecame its inveterate foes. They attributed
the origin to the Prince of Darkness ; thunders of the
Vatican were directed against it; it was called the
great Dragon, the Anu-Christ, foretold in sacred history.,
Butstill it Gourished, It soared with unwearied wings
far above the atillery of maliynant monks, Erea cen-
tury expired, Europe saw the embers of learning in a
blaze, saw the expiring lamp relumed, witnessed the
decay of Popery, of abject despotism, and a material
change in the habits and opinions of mankind. Inshort,
the invention of Printing made a complete revolution in
the human mind.  Happy is it for mankind, thatit has
withstoad all the artifices and hostility of its selfish op-
poneuts. Had it been strangled atthe very moment of
its existence, had some dreadful fatality, some unac-
countable intrigue checked its growth, in what a state
would the world have been now? Just conccive that
we were living in an age when Popery was the universal
relicion. Just conceive that the utterance ofa siugcle
word derogatory to the dignity of the Vice-gerent of
Christ, the proud representative of the humble fisherman
of Gahlee, subjected us tobe condemned by the lu-
quisition as a public malefactor or murdered by the
;decree of holy Vheim and you will perceive the benctits
of Printing. Prior to the invention of Prinung, there
existed only few copies of works of genius. No private
Jindividual could defray the expense of copying. And
then what liability there was of their being destroyed by
some barbarian Land. How many instancesthere are
of such wanton acts of tyranny?  What loss has there
been to the intellectual world by the devastations of
Alaric, Genseric, Odoicer, Edward lIst, and Caliph
Omar! How will posterity brand the memory of the
Ist Edward for destroying the literature of Cambria!
How will the grim-visaged Omar answer the charge of
intellectual  destruction of the Sacred Nine before
the eternal tribunal.  The barbarian fury of Alaiic and
Genseric, the machiavelian policy of the lst Edward,
and the blind fanaticism of Omar have left a chasm in
the intellectual worll which ages must pass ercit can
be closed.  Those persons who had collected by consi-
derable labour and expeuse, a number of books, consi-
dered themselves extremely fortunate. They took care
not to lend them to any person without a sutiicient gua-
rantee for their return. When a person who had an
ardent passion for literature wanted to buy some boonks,
he knew not whereto piocure them. There were no
gazettes, no printed advertisement to inform you wheie
and of whom they were to be had.  Andeven when
:il was known where thev were to be produced, it was
yditficult for a man of ordinary rank in society to make
“them his own. The extravagant expense of copving
[placed them heyond the reach of the greater portion of
tmankind.  What tnmumerable errors must have ciept
"into philosophy, and what rubbish must have becn
ithrown over true learning, what trash, what sophistiy
must have supplicd the place of genuine wisdom, when
. the fallacious notions of one philosopher were not recti-
fied by the correct ideas of another, when the atheistical
opiuions of one were not refuted by the good sense of
another, when the sophisms of cavillists remained unex-
posed and the a<sertions of dreamers passed uncontra-
dicted!  What infinite reveries, numberless extravagan-
cies must have made their way unchecked, unchallenged,
to the seats of learning!  How much on the other hand
must have been uncommunicated and individual learn-
ing! The mind of man is the same in every period of
the world ; it undercoes no important change ; the
passions and impulses that bad an influence overit in
theantediluvian ages have the same mastery over it now !
Il we peruse the glowing pages of Homer and of Virgil,
if we study the logic otP Aristotle, the philosophy of
Plato, if we read the eloquent harangues of Demostlicnes
or Cicero, we scem bewildered at the cause of the baibarity
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of mankind at the time when they flourished. But
when we counsider that there was no method of trans-
mitting knowled e, that the genius of Homer, the talent
of Aristotle could have only been beueficial to those
that surrounded them, the illusion vanishes. Ilow slow
must have been the diffusion of learning and the pro-
gress of truth, when the discoveries of one philosopher
were not accessible to another! How rude must have
been the state of society when leaves, barks anl parch-
ments were the instruments of communication, In
what a barbarous state mankind must have been when
the edicts of the greatest potentates of the earth were
%romulgated by the trumpetand preserved on marble
ut whata change has been made by the invention of
Prating.  What ¢lorious improvement in literature,
philosophy and medicine! 1llow easily canan author
convey the fruits of his study or imigination. How
easily can the works of the hizhest genius be procured !
Whatan infinitely less expense is necessary to form a
library. When we consider with what facility instruc-
tion can be conveyed, when we consiler with what won-
derful rapidity a discovery made in the remotest corne:
of the globe can be divnlged, when we consider that a
speech in the British Senate of the most momentous
consideration which took 12 hours inthe delivery is
printed and made knowa to thousands of persons the
next morning, the advantages of Printing hecome ob-
vious. Just consider for a moment what would have
been the surprise, the pleasure of Demosthenes or Cicero
had he found on his table, after a short repose, his
yesterday's address to the Senate! 1f now by some
dreadful convulsion of nature, some mysterious agency
of the evil spirit, the invention of Printing were forgot-
ten, consider of what benefit the genius of S-ott, of
Byron, of Campbell, and of Moore, would be to man-
kind. What would the learning of Brewster, of Her-
schel avail, when the inventions of their highly gifted
minds could be known only to their mostintimate friends!
It would be the most dreadful state of society. The use
of Printing is as the air we breathe ; without it we lin-
guish and die.  Studentof History, think fora moment
and tell me what calamity is greater than the destruction
of every volume of the annals of mankind, and no trace
of its former existence to be preserved even in memory.
Tell me ye politicians, ye philosophers, ye divines, what
ravages of heroes, what pestilential dicease, what fall of
empires and crush of nations canequal this dire calamity.
But the invention of Printine has also its pecuhar disad-
vantages. ‘Theworld has been filled with suchan infi-
nite number of ille books, tending to increase the love of
pleasure, of dissipation and of vice, such trashy articles
have gone abroad, amongst which can be numbered th-
present essay, thatinstead of instructing they distract the
attention of mankind ; such heresies have been propa
gated ; such private scandal has been published, that we
cannot but lament that with so glorious an invention
there should have been wedded such injurious conse-
quences. DBut the advantages far outweih the disad
vantages.  What though there has been an infinite
number of worthless publications?  What though there
has been a partial perversion of moralsand primitive
piety, what though there have been wanton innova ions
to gratify the avarice, the vanity andthe misanthrophy
of hungry, foolish, and wicked men! The extensive
general beneficial effects on morality and relicion will
eandear it to the latest of posterity ! The evils will pass
away in the triumph of time, of civilization over barbar-
ism, of truth over falsehood. Two centuries only have
elapsed since the invention, and behold the mighty con.
sequences. Is it possible that from a commencement
so feeble, there has gone foith a progress so steady, an
expansion so gigantic, a beuefitso glorious ? During
the middle ages, the universities, the monasterics and
the libraries only ofthe great contained books. DBut
now behold the splendid saloon of the lord of a hundred
manors in England and the hut of the poor cultivator of
one acre of ground, and tell me whether or not you will
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findin both the works of Scott and Lardner. The in-
vention of Printing then may be deemed the most glori-
ous in the annals of mankind. May angels continue to
hover over its safety, and may that God 10 whose hanids
are the issues of all things, perpetuare to us the inesti-
mable boon, which through the agency of some obscure
men of Germany, he has bestowed, an'l continue to
reader it the happyv instrument of exposing the enormi-
ties of kinags, of the heinousness of private individuals,
of the diffusion of knowledze and the increase of civiliza-
tion,

Kyras Cuuxper Durr,
Hindu College 1st Class.
16th February, 1836.
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No. 3.

Circular letter directing the formation of Libraries and
prescribing Rules for their munagement.

Stn,—1 am directed to inform vou that it is the
intention of the General Committee of Public Instruction
to establish Libraries in connection with each of the
Seminaries under its control, for the use of the Masters
and Students.

2. With a view to this object, vou will shortly receive
1 selection of juvenile books printed in America, and
astill larger number of standard works have beca ordered
from England.

3. Ttis also hoped that the Libraries will be increas-
ed from time to time by private coatributions, The
donativn of appropriate books to the Scminary Libraries
will be a cheap and effectual  way of aiding the spread of
sound knowledge in this country.

4. The enclosed Rules may be adopted for the ma-
nigement of the Libraries, with such alterations as local
circumstances may render desirable.

5. The General Committee will be prepared to sanc-
tion the appointment of a Librarian on asalary notexceed-
ing 10 Rs.a month. This office may be conferred as a
reward on a deserving student, who my be exempted as
far as may be necessary for this purpose, from the ordinary
school routine. R

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c.
J. C. C. Svturrranp, Secretary G. C. P. I.

Fort William, the 18th June, 1836,

LIBRARY RULES.

1st. Thebooks are intended for the advantage of all
those persons belonging to the Seminary who are capable
of making use of them.

2nd. They will be available unon application to
the person who has charge of the Library.

3rd. The Library will be open from 9 till 4 every day,
Sunday excepted, during which time any of the persons
\bove ardverted to may consult or read any of the books in
the Library itself.

4th. The same person will be allowed to take any
books home with them on the following conditions.

5th. No more than one volume must be issued at
the same time to the same individual. That volume
must be returned Dbefore a second is delivered.

6th. A duodecimo volume must not be kept longer
than a fortnight; an octavo than a month ; a quarto than
two months.

7th, A register will be kept of books lent out, in
which a person taking away any bo k mustsign a writ-

ten receipt which will be cancelled on his returning the
volume.
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